“Our LORD & Priest’s Qualifications”
Leviticus 21-22
March 11, 2018

VIDEO: 1 John 2:4-6
Welcome to THE BRIDGE and our ongoing series: “BE Holy”
➢ You just heard a familiar voice…
➢ I shared it in week #3 of “Hold On”
➢ Today we’ll see how Hebrews & Leviticus unite…
T/S:

Nothing connects Leviticus & Hebrews like Holiness!

BIG IDEA:

T/S:

There is NO substitute (never was &
never will be) for biblical-holiness when
it comes to our LORD, His leaders, &
His lay-people.

The Gospel’s paradox becomes the “Priestly Paradox”
The largest themes of the book of Leviticus are God’s holiness and
the holiness that God requires of His people.
4X God also repeated that command in the New Testament

God directed His command to be holy to ALL of His people

Leviticus 21 & 22 is a description of God’s way & a
declaration of God’s warning!
"We have learned to live with un-holiness and have come to
look upon it as the natural and expected thing." - A. W. Tozer

PREVIEW:
➢ God’s Holiness & Our Worship
➢ God’s Holiness & Our Work
➢ God’s Holiness & Our Walk
VIDEO: “Leviticus Overview”
T/S:

Particulars shared…
o Ch.21
▪ Priestly, High-Priestly, Priestly
▪ Priorities & Preparedness:
• Grief & Funerals
• Marriage & Family
• Our “best” vs. our “blemished”

Patterns shared…
o
o
o
o

4X… “God spoke to Moses… speak to”
6X… “I… the Lord who sanctifies you”
13X… warnings not to “profane”
20X… use of “holy/holiness”

Principles to apply…
• Full context particulars…
• Timeless applications…

I. God’s Holiness & Our Worship
➢

Holiness is to be BOTH…our biblical blueprint
AND personal bulls-eye! - JDP

➢ Let’s take a closer look at “holy/holiness”
o 760X in the Old Testament
▪ 116X as an adjective
▪ 175X as a verb
▪ 469X as a noun
o Definition:

▪ Pure, Devoted, Complete, Separate, Unique

Human holiness is the love-child of divine grace &
Spirit-filled transformation! - JDP

II. God’s Holiness & Our Work
God Calls Spiritual Leaders to a Higher Standard.
A.
B.

God says all Christians are spiritual leaders in the world.
God gives spiritual leaders to the church.
Ephesians 4:11-12 says that God “personally gave” to the church
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers.

God is looking for those with whom He can do the
impossible– what a pity that we plan only the things that
we can do by ourselves. - AW Tozer

Robert Murray M’Cheyne was a Scottish pastor in the nineteenth century.

“The greatest need of my people is my personal holiness.”
Leviticus 21 and 22 are not intended to teach that priests are holier than
laypeople. They teach that with higher position & privilege comes greater
responsibility & accountability.
“Much will be required of everyone who has been given much.” - Lk 12:48

NOTE: The expectation of a holy life consecrated to the service
of God is required for church leaders as well. Church leaders must
be blameless and pure in their conduct, for they set examples
before the children of God (1 Timothy 3:1-13; 4:12; Titus 1:6-9).

VIDEO: “Lack of Fear”
"The vague and tenuous hope that God is too kind to
punish the ungodly has become a deadly opiate for the
consciences of millions." - A. W. Tozer
See… Nadab and Abihu…. (Leviticus 10:1-5).

Failure to render their holy service, however, came with the sternest penalty. The
priests had to obey the Lord in the handling of holy things or they faced the penalty
of death: "[The priests] shall therefore keep my charge, lest they bear sin for it and
die thereby when they profane it" (v. 9a).
(cf. John 3:36 & Rom 6:19)

Holy vs Hollow…. May we find our happiness in His holiness!
➢ Miraculous vs Mechanical
➢ Supernatural vs Superficial
➢ Redeemed vs Religious

The text uses the word "profane" to describe sacrilege, nine
times in chapter 21 and four times in chapter 22… 13X total.

In the OT, Biblical obedience was the way in to God’s
presence & redeeming relationship but in the NT, biblical,
faithful obedience is way that we walk & work OUT our
restored relationship with Almighty God.} - JDP

A person whose life does not measure up to purity of service will show
his colors soon and will injure the witness of the local church and the
spiritual condition of the church members under his care.

III. God’s Holiness & Our Walk
Leviticus 19:2
The “Holiness Paradox”
1 Peter 2:9

1 Peter 2:9-11 (ESV)
9

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.
A. Every follower of Jesus is a priest in that we lead people to God
and speak to God about people. We are a royal priesthood.
“make disciples of all the nations” (Matt 28:19).

B. Second Corinthians 5 says, “In Christ, God was reconciling the
world to Himself,” and He has given to all followers of Jesus the
ministry of reconciliation. “Therefore,” Paul wrote of Christians,
“We are ambassadors for Christ” (vv. 19-20). As Christians relate
to people in the world, we are all spiritual leaders. We are
ambassadors for Christ and we make disciples.

Verse 20 says, “You are not to present anything that has a
defect, because it will not be accepted on your behalf.”
Vance Havner wrote a book entitled
Lord of What’s Left. The Lord of their leftovers…
while they take & keep their best for themselves.
“God, You are Lord, of everything I don’t care about and don’t want.”
➢ Motive, Message, & Method ALL matter!

Romans 12:1
“Present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and pleasing to God.”

SUMMARY:
1 Peter 3:15
1 Peter 3:13-16 (ESV)
Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?
14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of
them, nor be troubled,
15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and
respect,
16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good
behavior in Christ may be put to shame.
13

A leader may not want to take on the obligation of a role model, but it comes
inevitably with leadership.
➢ ANY-one, ANY-where…
➢ EVERY-one… EVERY-where!
➢ “Holiness is an inside-out reality. Think about it. Holiness
happens on the in-side first, then works itself out-side
through a Spirit-empowered, worship-filled walk. By
contrast, hypocrisy weighs heavily on self-empowered, outside works without ever witnessing to an in-side, worshipful
heart.” – JDP

➢ “Hear God’s message here…. Holiness embodies BOTH an
internal mission AND an external ministry – with each
meant to impact eternal matters… BY the grace, and FOR
the glory, of OUR Messiah.” – JDP

CLOSE:
Imagine meeting Jesus (game over) & reviewing: last week, month, year…

God Calls Us to Know Him through His New Covenant in Christ.
Jesus is our high priest.
Jesus is our perfect sacrifice.
We worship through Jesus.
Jesus defines holiness.
1. Holiness is not elitism, but humble submission.
2. Holiness is not externalism, but heart transformation.
> 22:31-33
> Biblical obedience = love
> Biblical obedience = light
> Biblical obedience = life
"Religion today is not transforming the people - it is being transformed by
the people. It is not raising the moral level of society - it is descending to
society's own level and congratulating itself that it has scored a victory
because society is smiling accepting its surrender."
- A. W. Tozer

God’s described way… AND… God’s declared warning!

VIDEO:

“Asking the Important Questions”

HEBREWS 10:11-31
11

And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can
never take away sins.
12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of God,

13

waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.
For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.
15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,
16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put
my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,”
17 then he adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus,
20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh,
21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.
24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all
the more as you see the Day drawing near.
14

26

For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer
remains a sacrifice for sins,
27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.
28
Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or
three witnesses.
29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled
underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was
sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?
30 For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will
judge his people.”
31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

"The man with a cross no longer controls his destiny; he lost control when
he picked up his cross. That cross immediately became to him an allabsorbing interest, an overwhelming interference. No matter what he may
desire to do, there is but one thing he can do; that is, move on toward the
place of crucifixion."
- A. W. Tozer
"We are not diplomats but prophets, and our message is not a compromise
but an ultimatum."
- A. W. Tozer

Let’s Pray!
“O Come To The Alter”

The largest themes of the book of Leviticus are God’s
holiness and the holiness that God requires of His
people. In the last section we pointed out that in Leviticus God says, “Be holy because I,
Yahweh your God, am holy” four times. God also repeated that
command in the New Testament in 1 Peter 1:16. God commands us to
be holy because He is holy.

God directed His command to be holy to all of His people.

CONTEXT:
➢ Leviticus
➢ Priests
Since they represent the Lord as the intermediaries between
God and the people, they must avoid any compromise in
their conduct in religious and social matters as well as in
personal moral purity.
If the priests failed to obey the Lord and to represent God to
the people or failed to represent the people to God in the
proper manner, the ongoing spiritual vitality of the
relationship between the Lord and his redeemed people was
threatened.

BIG IDEA:
There is NO substitute (never was
& never will be) for biblical-holiness when it
comes to our LORD, His leaders, & His lay-people.

T/S:

Let’s take a closer look at Leviticus 21-22
➢ Place in the chiastic-arch…
VIDEO: “Leviticus Overview”
➢ Particulars shared…
o Ch.21
▪ Priestly, High-Priestly, Priestly
▪ Priorities & Preparedness:
• Grief & Funerals
• Marriage & Family
•
➢ Patterns shared…
o 4X… “God spoke to Moses… speak to”
o 6X… “I… the Lord who sanctifies you”
o 13X… warnings not to “profane”
o 20-30X… use of “holy/holiness”
➢ Principles to apply:

PREVIEW:
A. Holiness in His Word
B. Holiness in His Work
C. Holiness in Our Walk

T/S: Nothing connects Leviticus & Hebrews like
the Lord’s Highness & Holiness!

I.

HOLINESS & HIS WORD
➢ Holiness is BOTH…our biblical blueprint
AND personal bulls-eye! - JDP
➢ Let’s take a closer look at
“holy/holiness”
o 760X in the Old Testament
▪ 116X as an adjective

▪ 175X as a verb
▪ 469X as a noun
o Definition:
▪ Pure, Dedicated, Complete,
Separate, Unique
➢ Human holiness is the love-child of
divine grace & Spirit-filled
transformation! - JDP
II. HOLINESS & HIS WORK
God Calls Spiritual Leaders to a Higher Standard.
C.
D.

God says all Christians are spiritual leaders in the world.
God gives spiritual leaders to the church.

At this point it is helpful to recall two New Testament truths
concerning spiritual leadership in the church.
1. God Says All Christians Are Spiritual Leaders in the
World
First Peter 2:9 calls the church
refers to Christians as priests.

“a royal priesthood” and Revelation 1:6

A.Every follower of Jesus is a priest in that we lead
people to God and speak to God about people.
We are a royal priesthood. We lead people

spiritually in obedience to Jesus’ command to
“make disciples of all the nations” (Matt 28:19).

B. Second Corinthians 5 says, “In Christ, God was
reconciling the world to Himself,” and He has
given to all followers of Jesus the ministry of
reconciliation. “Therefore,” Paul wrote of
Christians, “We are ambassadors for Christ” (vv.
19-20). As Christians relate to people in the
world, we are all spiritual leaders. We are
ambassadors for Christ and we make disciples.
On the other hand, the New Testament affirms

another truth.

2. God Gives Spiritual Leaders to the Church
Ephesians 4:11-12 says that God “personally gave” to
the church apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and
teachers.

Robert Murray M’Cheyne was a Scottish pastor in the
nineteenth century. With reference to his leadership in
the church, M’Cheyne once wrote, “The greatest need
of my people is my personal holiness.”

God was telling His people to have nothing to do with
pagan ways, including the ways they mourned.

The way we behave after the death of a loved
one reveals what we believe about life, death, and
God…. God calls us to reflect His truth in our grief. CCE

Jesus shows us that higher standards do not necessarily
assure holier people.
The religious leaders of Jesus’ day assumed that their
position proved their piety. They were wrong.

Satan delights in putting his people in prominent
places of religious leadership. As proof, look at
Judas or the high priests who sentenced Jesus to
death.

Leviticus 21 and 22 are not intended to teach that
priests are holier than laypeople. They teach that
with higher position comes greater responsibility.

As Jesus put it in Luke 12:48,
“Much

will be required of everyone who has been
given much.”

God gave the priestly laws of Leviticus to create in the
priests a greater sensitivity to holiness and corruption, not to
create pride or elitism

The text uses the word "profane" to describe
sacrilege, nine times in chapter 21 and four times
in chapter 22… 13X total.

The expectation of a holy life consecrated to the service
of God is required for church leaders as well. Church
leaders must be blameless and pure in their conduct, for
they set examples before the children of God (1 Timothy
3:1-13; 4:12; Titus 1:6-9).
The qualifications are high—a godly home life, personal
integrity, and a moderate lifestyle. The apostles at the
outset of the church's history instructed the

congregation to select deacon-servants who were "men
of good repute" (Acts 6:3).

As early as the first occasion of public worship, the sons of
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, offered inappropriate offerings and
were struck dead by God in the Tent of Meeting for their sin
(Leviticus 10:1-5).

The consequences of the illicit teaching and behavior of
the priestly leaders were severe. We too stand in peril
when our church leaders promote wrong teaching and
mislead the flock into ungodly activities.
That the church must hold its leaders to such a high bar of ethical behavior is for its
own good, for its own survival.

We do ourselves no favor when we compromise
God's standard out of moral laxness or
procedural convenience. It is not a
commendable act of grace toward a fallen
leader if it results in jeopardizing the spiritual
life of the flock.

Failure to render their holy service, however,
came with the sternest penalty. The priests had to

obey the Lord in the handling of holy things or
they faced the penalty of death: "[The priests]
shall therefore keep my charge, lest they bear sin
for it and die thereby when they profane it" (v. 9a).
A person whose life does not measure up to purity of service
will show his colors soon and will injure the witness of the
local church and the spiritual condition of the church
members under his care.

T/S:
His requirement to be unblemished was not
about worth; it was about symbolism.

The New Testament church no longer has such a requirement
for spiritual leaders. Our high priest is Jesus. He represents
the presence of God, and He is perfect because He is God.

Still, in the New Testament church God holds spiritual
leaders to a higher standard.

The qualifications for pastors and deacons in 1 Timothy
3, Titus 1, and 1 Peter 5 do not have to do with
“leadership skills” or formal education. They are not job
descriptions with lists of duties. Instead, the qualifications
for the roles of pastor and deacon are godly character
traits, attributes of the holy life God requires of leaders in
the church.

III. HOLINESSS & OUR WALK
God Calls Us to Present Acceptable Offerings to Him
(principle!).
A. See “Holy Sacrifice(s)”
B. See “Holy Worship”
C. See the role of giving God our BEST

Verse 20 says, “You are not to present anything that has a
defect, because it will not be accepted on your behalf.”

God was telling His people to give Him only the best—
nothing second-rate or sub-standard.
Why not? He is God.

When we recognize His greatness and glory we
give offerings that are great and glorious—
the best we have.
During the lifetime of the prophet Malachi, God’s people
were disobeying this command. They were bringing blind,
lame, and sick animals as sacrifices. Through Malachi God
reminded them they were not honoring Him by offering such
sacrifices. God said they would not offer second rate gifts to
their governor. They naturally respected their governor, and
if they respected God they would not bring their leftovers to
Him as offerings.

Vance Havner wrote a book entitled Lord of What’s Left. The
title refers to the way many people treat God. They make Him
the King & Master of their leftovers… while they take & keep
their best for themselves.
They say with their lives: “God, You are the Master, the Lord,
the God of everything I don’t care about and don’t want.”
We dishonor God when we give Him the leftovers instead of
our best.
God concludes His words about offerings by saying, “You
must not profane My holy name; I must be treated as holy
among the Israelites” (22:32).

Profaning God’s holy name is a very serious matter. To
profane God’s name is to misuse His name, to desecrate His
name. God’s name represents His character; it represents God
Himself, and desecrating God is a serious sin. The prophets
explain that God says that He sent His people into exile to
prevent them from further profaning His name (Isa 42:24-25;
43:27-28; Jer 7:30-34; 27:15; Ezek 43:8).

Sub-standard sacrifices, second-rate offerings, profane
God’s name.

We give Him the best, the first, and we give Him obedience
because He is God.

Romans 12:1 calls us to give not just our gifts but
our lives to God. It says, “Present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.”
Have we given ourselves to God?
Are we daily placing our lives on the altar as gifts to Him?

In the New Testament church all Christians are priests, and
God calls all of us to maintain the purity of our marriages. If

you have been through the pain of divorce, that’s in your past. From

today on,
God calls all of us to represent His design in marriage.

Second Corinthians 6:14 says that followers of Jesus are not to be
“mismatched” with unbelievers. God

tells His people not to marry
anyone who doesn’t follow Jesus.
The Bible also tells us in

Ephesians 5 that once we are married,
our marriages are pictures of Christ’s relationship to
the church.

God Calls Us to Know Him through His New Covenant in
Christ.
E.
F.
G.
H.

Jesus is our high priest.
Jesus is our perfect sacrifice.
We worship through Jesus.
Jesus defines holiness.
1. Holiness is not elitism, but humble submission.
2. Holiness is not externalism, but heart transformation.

Leviticus 19:2
The “Holiness Paradox”
1 Peter 2:9

T/S:
How does Jesus fulfill the laws in Leviticus 21 and 22?

A.Jesus Is Our High Priest
a. See 1 Timothy 2:5
b. See Hebrews 7:11
c. See Hebrews 7:26
d. See Hebrews 7:28
es for us.

B. Jesus Is Our Perfect Sacrifice
a. See Hebrews 9:14
b. See Hebrews 9:26
C. We Worship through Jesus
The message that how we worship matters to God is very clear in Leviticus.

He requires that we worship Him according to His
commands.
His commands… address the condition of our hearts
and our behavior. God is perfectly holy, so our sin
must be put away before we can offer worship that is
acceptable to Him. To offer right worship we must
realize we are in the presence of the holy God, see
our sin as He sees it, confess our sin to Him, and ask
Him to forgive. We cannot offer right worship with
unforgiven sin. God gave the sacrificial system to

show us the need to atone for our sin in order to
worship Him.
God says in chapters 21 and 22 that if we come
into His presence in worship unsubmissive to
His commands, neglecting His holiness, living
with unconfessed sin, offering Him less than
our best, then we profane His great name.

Can we offer right worship while
neglecting Jesus?
The book of Hebrews answers
that question. The tenth chapter
of Hebrews refers to God’s
punishment for sin under the old
covenant, and Hebrews 10:29
asks, “How much worse
punishment do you think one will
deserve who has trampled on the
Son of God, regarded as profane
the blood of the covenant?”
Therefore, Hebrews 13:15 exhorts us to
worship through Jesus: “Through Him let
us continually offer up to God a sacrifice of
praise, that is, the fruit of our lips that
confess His name.”

We know God through His new covenant
in Jesus, and we worship through Jesus.

D. Jesus Defines Holiness

➢ Motive, Message, & Method ALL matter!
➢ In the old covenant period, holiness was defined
according to the law of Moses. In the new
covenant in Jesus, holiness is personified.
➢ This is another reason it is so important to
understand Leviticus: only with Leviticus will we
appreciate the nature of the dispute between
Jesus and the Pharisees and Sadducees. Much of
Jesus’ conflict with the Jewish leaders related to
the way they interpreted and applied the book of
Leviticus regarding holiness.

➢ *** see the BEATITUDES! ***
Luke 18:9 says they “trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and looked down on everyone else.” The seventh chapter of
John records the way the Pharisees looked at non-Pharisees; they said, “This crowd, which
doesn’t know the law, is accursed” (v. 49). They

were elitists.

How odd Jesus must have seemed to them...

what if the Lord in the midst of his assignment
had changed his mind, compromised his
integrity, or had simply become a deadbeat?
The whole world would remain in sin and
would be without hope.

SUMMARY:
1 Peter 3:15
A leader may not want to take on the obligation of a role
model, but it comes inevitably with leadership.

➢ ANY-one, ANY-where…
➢ EVERY-one… EVERY-where!
➢ “Holiness is Christ-honoring & Churchhelping, whereas hypocrisy is Christ-hurting &
Church-hindering…. Moreover, holiness is an
inside-out reality. Think about it. Holiness
happens on the in-side first, then works itself
out-side through a Spirit-empowered, worshipfilled walk. By contrast, hypocrisy weighs

heavily on self-empowered, out-side works
without ever witnessing to an in-side,
worshipful heart.” – JDP
➢ “Hear God’s message here…. Holiness
embodies BOTH an internal mission AND an
external ministry – with each meant to impact
eternal matters… BY the grace, and FOR the
glory, of OUR Messiah.” – JDP

➢ The priests followed laws related to
holiness in order to teach the Israelites
that God is holy (22:31-33).

CLOSE:
➢ Let’s PRAY!
➢ VIDEO: “O Come To the ALTER”

Holiness and Leadership.
Leviticus 21–22

God calls His people to a high standard of
holiness in every part of our lives—including marriage, death, and
Main Idea:

worship—and Jesus defines holiness and makes us holy.

II.

God Calls Spiritual Leaders to a Higher Standard.
A.
B.

III.
IV.
V.
VI.

God says all Christians are spiritual leaders in the world.
God gives spiritual leaders to the church.

God Calls Us to Reflect His Truth in Our Grief.
God Calls Us to Represent His Design in Our
Marriages.
God Calls Us to Present Acceptable Offerings to Him.
God Calls Us to Know Him through His New Covenant
in Christ.
A.
B.
C.
D.

Jesus is our high priest.
Jesus is our perfect sacrifice.
We worship through Jesus.
Jesus defines holiness.
1. Holiness is not elitism, but humble submission.
2. Holiness is not externalism, but heart transformation.

Leslie Holmes is a pastor and professor of preaching who was born and raised in Belfast in
Northern Ireland. Holmes has written that in the forests near where he grew up, the ermine is
known for its snow-white winter fur. An ermine will do whatever is necessary to protect its pure
white coat. Fur hunters have learned how to take advantage of the ermine’s commitment to the
cleanness of its fur. They don’t set traps for ermine. They find the home of an ermine in some
rocky crevice, and they smear the entrance to its home with grime and dirt. Then they set their
dogs loose to sniff out and chase the ermine. When the creature scurries toward its home for
protection, he sees the grime all over the entrance, and he refuses to walk through it and risk
getting dirty (Holmes, “Saving Our Own Souls”). Rather than soil his white fur, he allows
himself to be captured to save his purity. For the ermine, purity is of greater value than life itself.

The largest themes of the book of
Leviticus are God’s holiness and the holiness that God
requires of His people. In the last section we pointed out that in Leviticus God
says, “Be holy because I, Yahweh your God, am holy” four times. God also
God wants us to value purity highly.

repeated that command in the New Testament in 1 Peter
1:16. God commands us to be holy because He is holy.

God directed His command to be holy to all of His people.
In chapters 21 and 22 God specifically addressed the priests. He called them to be holy—set
apart from the world and consecrated to Him. If God intends for all His people to be holy,

Robert Murray
M’Cheyne was a Scottish pastor in the nineteenth
century. With reference to his leadership in the
church, M’Cheyne once wrote, “The greatest need of
my people is my personal holiness.” I believe he was right. The
certainly He intends for their spiritual leaders to be holy.

personal holiness of church leaders may not be everything,
but without it they have nothing. Leviticus 21 and 22 are about the holiness
of the leaders of God’s people.

God Calls Spiritual Leaders to a Higher Standard
The latter verses of chapter 21 state that God wanted only men who had no blemishes to
serve as priests. If they had a visible infirmity like a crippled hand, a skin disease, paralysis, or
blindness, they were not to lead in worship. Those who served in the tabernacle as priests had
to be unblemished. That does not mean that God regarded people with infirmities as inferior.

His requirement to be unblemished was not about
worth; it was about symbolism.
The tabernacle, everything that happened in the tabernacle,
and everybody who served in the tabernacle symbolized the
presence of God. God is holy; He is without blemish. To
represent the fact of God’s perfection, only what was
unblemished could be a part of the worship of God.

If we ever read this passage in Leviticus and are tempted to think that people with a
handicap are inferior, we should remember that the Old Testament repeatedly calls God’s
people to treat the handicapped with kindness (e.g., Lev 19:14; Jer 31:8). We should also
remember the ministry of Jesus; He showed compassion to the weak and healed them
(e.g., Luke 14:12-15).
Thus, the old covenant priests symbolized the presence of God. God

is perfect, and
to symbolize His infinite perfection the priests were to have
no visible imperfections.
The New Testament church no longer has such a requirement
for spiritual leaders. Our high priest is Jesus. He represents
the presence of God, and He is perfect because He is God.

Still, in the New Testament church God holds spiritual
leaders to a higher standard.
Several years ago, people in our culture were debating whether young people should look at
professional athletes as role models. Charles Barkley recorded a commercial for Nike in which
he said, “I am not a role model.” However, public figures and leaders do not have an option
about whether they are going to be role models. They are in public view, so at least some people
are going to look at them as examples and follow their example. The same reality holds true in
the church, and

God says explicitly that He holds spiritual leaders in the
church to a higher standard. James 3:1 says, “Not many
should become teachers, my brothers, knowing that we will
receive a stricter judgment.” God calls spiritual leaders to a
higher standard.

At this point it is helpful to recall two New Testament truths
concerning spiritual leadership in the church.

3. God Says All Christians Are Spiritual Leaders in the
World
First Peter 2:9 calls the church
refers to Christians as priests.

“a royal priesthood” and Revelation 1:6

C. Every follower of Jesus is a priest in that we lead
people to God and speak to God about people.
We are a royal priesthood. We lead people
spiritually in obedience to Jesus’ command to
“make disciples of all the nations” (Matt 28:19).

D.Second Corinthians 5 says, “In Christ, God was
reconciling the world to Himself,” and He has
given to all followers of Jesus the ministry of
reconciliation. “Therefore,” Paul wrote of
Christians, “We are ambassadors for Christ” (vv.
19-20). As Christians relate to people in the
world, we are all spiritual leaders. We are
ambassadors for Christ and we make disciples.
On the other hand, the New Testament affirms

another truth.

4. God Gives Spiritual Leaders to the Church
Ephesians 4:11-12 says that God “personally gave” to
the church apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and
teachers.
A. In passages like Acts 20, 1 Timothy 3, Titus 1, and 1 Peter 5, the two types of
leaders in the church are “elders/pastors/overseers” and “deacons.”

B. We could refer to elders/pastors/overseers as spiritual and strategic
leaders, and deacons as servant leaders. Paul wrote to Titus in Titus 1:5,
“Appoint elders in every town.” Every church was to have elders, spiritual
leaders, and the New Testament describes them as leading.

To return to Leviticus 21 and 22, our

main point is that God calls
spiritual leaders to a higher standard, and that is still true of
leaders in the New Testament church.
The qualifications for pastors and deacons in 1 Timothy
3, Titus 1, and 1 Peter 5 do not have to do with
“leadership skills” or formal education. They are not job
descriptions with lists of duties. Instead, the qualifications
for the roles of pastor and deacon are godly character
traits, attributes of the holy life God requires of leaders in
the church.

Leviticus 21 and 22 communicate the truth that God calls spiritual leaders to a
higher standard. God gave specific laws to govern the lives of priests, and those laws
communicate New Testament truths.

God Calls Us to Reflect His Truth in Our Grief (principle!)
A. First see “HOLY PRIORITIES”
B. Second see “HOLY GRIEF/GRIEVING”
Attending funerals and therefore being around corpses is part of life for virtually everybody, but
in verses 1-6 of chapter 21, God said that priests in the old covenant period were not to have
anything to do with death or the dead unless the deceased was part of the family. Verses 10-12
have rules that are even stricter for the high priest. He was to have nothing to do with the dead,
not even his parents.

It is likely that one main reason God told priests to be
separate from funerals is that such rules made Israel’s
priests different from priests in pagan religions. Priests in pagan
religions were involved in ceremonies for the dead. The religions of Canaan, Egypt to the
south, and Mesopotamia to the north had extensive cults of the dead and ancestor worship.
Some funeral rites sought to maintain contact with the deceased and to give the deceased
provisions like food and drink for the afterlife. Some of the practices mentioned in Leviticus
21, like shaving the head or making cuts on one’s body, were likely part of pagan funeral

God was telling His people
to have nothing to do with pagan ways, including the
ways they mourned.
practices (Gane, Leviticus, Numbers, 372–73).

The way we behave after the death of a loved one
reveals what we believe about life, death, and God.
Maybe you heard about that man who was terminally ill. He was on his death bed and was not
expected to live more than a day or two. The family had gathered in anticipation of his passing.
Lying on his bed at home, for a moment he was awake, and he smelled the aroma of chocolate
chip cookies. He realized his wife had made cookies, and he thought how wonderful it would be
to taste a chocolate chip cookie before he died. He mustered enough strength to roll to the floor,
he began to crawl slowly, and he finally made it to the kitchen. With great effort he reached up to
the counter for a warm cookie. But his wife suddenly appeared, slapped his hand, and said,
“Don’t eat those! They’re for the funeral!”

Funerals can reveal a lot about our character.
God calls us to reflect His truth in our grief. First
Thessalonians 4:13 says that followers of Jesus “will
not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.”
Why is our grief different from those who don’t know Christ? We have hope! God tells us in
His Word that when we put our faith in Jesus He gives us eternal life. So Philippians 1:21 says
that for followers of Jesus, “Dying is gain.”
First Corinthians 15:53-54 beautifully affirms the reality of eternal life for Christians:

For this corruptible must be clothed with incorruptibility, and this mortal must be
clothed with immortality. When this corruptible is clothed with incorruptibility,
and this mortal is clothed with immortality, then the saying that is written will
take place: Death has been swallowed up in victory.

God says His people will live forever after death, and we
reflect God’s promise in the way we grieve.
Of course we mourn the death of a loved one, but our grief changes dramatically when we know
that our loved one knew Jesus and is living forever in heaven after death. We don’t grieve in the
same way as those who have no hope. We reflect God’s truth in our grief.

God Calls Us to Represent His Design in Our Marriages
(principle!)
A. See Holy Marriages/Families
In Leviticus 21, verses 7-9 state that priests were not to marry a prostitute or a divorced or
defiled woman. The standards for the high priest were even higher. Verses 13-15 say the high
priest was to marry only “a virgin from his own people” (v. 14).

In the New Testament church all Christians are priests, and
God calls all of us to maintain the purity of our marriages. If
you have been through the pain of divorce, that’s in your past. From today on,
God calls all of us to represent His design in marriage.

Second Corinthians 6:14 says that followers of Jesus are not to be
“mismatched” with unbelievers. God

tells His people not to marry
anyone who doesn’t follow Jesus.
The Bible also tells us in

Ephesians 5 that once we are married,
our marriages are pictures of Christ’s relationship to
the church.
Husbands love their wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for
her,

and wives submit to husbands as the church submits to Christ (vv. 22-25).
First Timothy 3 says God requires leaders in the church, elders and deacons,
to have exemplary marriages (vv. 2, 12).
In the old covenant God held a high standard for the marriages of priests.

In the new covenant God continues to hold a high
standard for the marriages of all followers of Jesus,
who are a royal priesthood.

God Calls Us to Present Acceptable Offerings to Him
(principle!).
D. See “Holy Sacrifice(s)”
E. See “Holy Worship”
F. See the role of giving God our BEST
In the latter half of Leviticus 22 God addressed the subject of acceptable offerings. Animals
that were lame, blind, or in some other way blemished were not to be offered to God as

20 says, “You are not to present anything that
has a defect, because it will not be accepted on your behalf.”
sacrifices. Verse

God was telling His people to give Him only the best—
nothing second-rate or sub-standard.
Why not? He is God.

When we recognize His greatness and glory we
give offerings that are great and glorious—
the best we have.

During the lifetime of the prophet Malachi, God’s people
were disobeying this command. They were bringing blind,
lame, and sick animals as sacrifices. Through Malachi God
reminded them they were not honoring Him by offering such
sacrifices. God said they would not offer second rate gifts to
their governor. They naturally respected their governor, and
if they respected God they would not bring their leftovers to
Him as offerings.
Vance Havner wrote a book entitled Lord of What’s Left. The
title refers to the way many people treat God. They make Him
the King & Master of their leftovers… while they take & keep
their best for themselves.
They say with their lives: “God, You are the Master, the Lord,
the God of everything I don’t care about and don’t want.”
We dishonor God when we give Him the leftovers instead of
our best.
God concludes His words about offerings by saying, “You
must not profane My holy name; I must be treated as holy
among the Israelites” (22:32).
Profaning God’s holy name is a very serious matter. To
profane God’s name is to misuse His name, to desecrate His
name. God’s name represents His character; it represents God
Himself, and desecrating God is a serious sin. The prophets
explain that God says that He sent His people into exile to
prevent them from further profaning His name (Isa 42:24-25;
43:27-28; Jer 7:30-34; 27:15; Ezek 43:8).

Sub-standard sacrifices, second-rate offerings, profane
God’s name.

We give Him the best, the first, and we give Him obedience
because He is God.

Romans 12:1 calls us to give not just our gifts but
our lives to God. It says, “Present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.”
Have we given ourselves to God?
Are we daily placing our lives on the altar as gifts to Him?
That is the offering acceptable to God, and God calls us to present acceptable offerings.

God Calls Us to Know Him Through His New
Covenant in Christ
In Leviticus 21 and 22 God addressed the worship practices and the priesthood of the old
covenant.

God’s commands about those worship practices and
priests are helpful to us since they symbolize the way
God relates to His people. On the other hand, the old
covenant sacrificial system and priesthood have been
superseded by the new covenant in Jesus. The New
Testament states that fact numerous times. However,

the book of Leviticus is valuable because it is doubtful
we will understand much of what the New Testament
says about Jesus unless we know and understand
Leviticus.

How does Jesus fulfill the laws in Leviticus 21 and 22?

D.Jesus Is Our High Priest
a. See 1 Timothy 2:5
b. See Hebrews 7:11
c. See Hebrews 7:26
d. See Hebrews 7:28
The seventh chapter of the book of Hebrews refers to the imperfection of the
priesthood described in the book of Leviticus (v. 11).
The same chapter also describes Jesus as the perfect high priest. It refers to
Him as “holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above
the heavens” (v. 26)
and “perfected forever” (v. 28).
Jesus is our high priest, the one mediator between God and humanity (1 Tim
2:5) who goes into the most holy place and intercedes for us.

E. Jesus Is Our Perfect Sacrifice
a. See Hebrews 9:14
b. See Hebrews 9:26
When Jesus died on the cross, He died for our sin. He made Himself a sacrifice,
and He was the perfect sacrifice.
Hebrews 9:14 says that He “offered Himself without blemish to God.”

Hebrews 9:26 says, “He has appeared one time, at the end of the ages,
for the removal of sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”
He is our perfect sacrifice.

F. We Worship through Jesus
The message that how we worship matters to God is very clear in Leviticus.

He requires that we worship Him according to His
commands.
His commands… address the condition of our hearts
and our behavior. God is perfectly holy, so our sin
must be put away before we can offer worship that is
acceptable to Him. To offer right worship we must
realize we are in the presence of the holy God, see
our sin as He sees it, confess our sin to Him, and ask
Him to forgive. We cannot offer right worship with
unforgiven sin. God gave the sacrificial system to
show us the need to atone for our sin in order to
worship Him.
God says in chapters 21 and 22 that if we come
into His presence in worship unsubmissive to
His commands, neglecting His holiness, living
with unconfessed sin, offering Him less than
our best, then we profane His great name.
Now, God has come to us in Jesus, God the Son. He lived a sinless life, endured
persecution by sinful men, and allowed Himself to be tortured and crucified to
provide the final and perfect sacrifice for our sins. To overlook what God has
done in Jesus also profanes His name. The book of Hebrews refers to Jesus as
God’s final and perfect revelation of Himself and His salvation plan.

Can we offer right worship while
neglecting Jesus?
The book of Hebrews answers
that question. The tenth chapter
of Hebrews refers to God’s
punishment for sin under the old
covenant, and Hebrews 10:29
asks, “How much worse
punishment do you think one will
deserve who has trampled on the
Son of God, regarded as profane
the blood of the covenant?”
Therefore, Hebrews 13:15 exhorts us to
worship through Jesus: “Through Him let
us continually offer up to God a sacrifice of
praise, that is, the fruit of our lips that
confess His name.”
We know God through His new covenant
in Jesus, and we worship through Jesus.

D. Jesus Defines Holiness
Lastly, Leviticus 21 and 22, indeed the

entire book of Leviticus, is about
holiness. God says that He is holy, He calls His people to be
holy, our worship of Him is to be holy, and everyone and

everything connected to worship is to be holy. In the old
covenant period God chose for that holiness to be expressed
by means of symbols—special garments on the priests,
special ceremonies, and a tabernacle that represented His
holiness.
Now God has come to us in Jesus. Jesus did not symbolize the
presence of God; He was God among us. As the Gospel of
John says, Jesus tabernacled among us (John 1:14).
In the old covenant period, holiness was defined according to
the law of Moses. In the new covenant in Jesus, holiness is
personified.
This is another reason it is so important to understand
Leviticus: only with Leviticus will we appreciate the nature
of the dispute between Jesus and the Pharisees and
Sadducees. Much of Jesus’ conflict with the Jewish leaders
related to the way they interpreted and applied the book of
Leviticus regarding holiness.

*** see the BEATITUDES! ***
According to Jesus and in contrast with the scribes and Pharisees, holiness is not elitism, but
humble submission.
Leviticus 21 and 22 focus on the priests and the high priest. In the time of Jesus the high priest
came from the Sadducees, and the Pharisees saw themselves as dedicated completely to
God’s law. Therefore, the Sadducees and Pharisees understood Leviticus 21 and 22 to be
about them. They saw themselves as the inheritors of the obligations and privileges of the
Aaronic priesthood.

When they read Leviticus 21 and 22 they saw that the
standards God gave for priests and for the high priest were
higher than God’s standards for non-priests. Therefore, they
saw reasons to regard themselves as higher and better than the
rest of God’s people.
Luke 18:9 says they “trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and looked down on everyone else.” The seventh chapter of
John records the way the Pharisees looked at non-Pharisees; they said, “This crowd, which
doesn’t know the law, is accursed” (v. 49). They

were elitists.

How odd Jesus must have seemed to them... He said that He came to
give His life for that crowd who did not know the law. He described Himself as
a servant. He said blessed are the poor in spirit and the meek,
and He said the kingdom of God belongs to people who
become like little children. Who was holier—the Pharisees and
Sadducees or Jesus?

Jesus shows us that higher standards do not necessarily
assure holier people.
The religious leaders of Jesus’ day assumed that their
position proved their piety. They were wrong.

Satan delights in putting his people in prominent
places of religious leadership. As proof, look at
Judas or the high priests who sentenced Jesus to
death.

Leviticus 21 and 22 are not intended to teach that
priests are holier than laypeople. They teach that
with higher position comes greater responsibility.
As Jesus put it in Luke 12:48,
“Much

will be required of everyone who has been
given much.”

God gave the priestly laws of Leviticus to create in the
priests a greater sensitivity to holiness and corruption, not to
create pride or elitism as though the priests were better because God required
more of them. All of God’s commands should result in humble submission, our obedience
to His Word.
How did Jesus apply laws like those in Leviticus? How did He define holiness? Holiness is not
externalism, but heart transformation. Most of the laws in Leviticus have to do with external
matters—the correct food to eat, handling the sacrifices in the correct way, uncleanness based on
the condition of the skin or an emission of blood. However, God

never said that
observance of external ceremonies made someone righteous.
All the external matters were symbolic; they taught the truth that God is
holy, He is separate, and He wants His people to be separate from the sins of the world.

Separation from ceremonial defilement was symbolic for
separation from sin.

➢ “Holiness is Christ-honoring & Churchhelping, whereas hypocrisy is Christ-hurting &
Church-hindering…. Moreover, holiness is an

inside-out reality. Think about it. Holiness
happens on the in-side first, then works itself
out-side through a Spirit-empowered, worshipfilled walk. By contrast, hypocrisy weighs
heavily on self-empowered, out-side works
without ever witnessing to an in-side,
worshipful heart.” – JDP
➢ “Hear God’s message here…. Holiness
embodies BOTH an internal mission AND an
external ministry – with each meant to impact
eternal matters… BY the grace, and FOR the
glory, of OUR Messiah.” - JDP

However, it has always been easy to equate religious ceremony with personal holiness. The
Pharisees in Jesus’ day made that mistake too. The connection is so simplistic and reductionist,
but the

Gospels record that the Pharisees made that
connection—they observed religious rituals correctly,
therefore they considered themselves spiritually pure.
Since the Pharisees believed rituals led to purity, ceremonial washing was highly important to
them, a fetish. It is not surprising, then, that they rebuked Jesus’ disciples for not washing
correctly, and…

they were repulsed that Jesus ate with sinners and
touched lepers to heal them. The Pharisees failed
to understand, as many people today fail to
understand, that ceremonial correctness does not
constitute holiness.

The ceremonies of Leviticus are symbols. God intended to
use them to teach that there is a difference between clean
and unclean, holy and profane, good and evil. Recognizing
that difference is the beginning of holiness, not the end.
Leviticus defines holiness in concrete, visible ways, but as God’s revelation in the Old Testament
continues to unfold God

teaches that He is not nearly as interested
in external ceremony as He is in internal reality. He is
interested in the condition of our hearts and righteous
behavior like loving God and people, not just our
participation in holy ceremonies.
Jesus consistently taught the priority of the condition of our
hearts. The heart, He said, is the source of sin.
You have heard that it was said to our ancestors, Do not
murder, and whoever murders will be subject to judgment.
But I tell you, everyone who is angry with his brother will
be subject to judgment. . . . You have heard that it was said,
Do not commit adultery. But I tell you, everyone who looks
at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery
with her in his heart. (Matt 5:21-22,27-28)
Jesus prioritized the condition of our hearts.
He said, “From

the heart come evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, sexual immoralities, thefts, false testimonies,
blasphemies. These are the things that defile a man, but eating
with unwashed hands does not defile a man” (Matt 15:19-20).

We stated at the beginning of this section that the largest themes of Leviticus are the holiness
of God and the holiness God requires of His people. The problem is that God’s people are
not perfectly holy, not even holy enough to come into God’s presence. We are sinful.

However, because God loves us He has provided a way for our
sin to be taken away. In the old covenant that way was the
sacrificial system. Now Jesus is the perfect sacrifice. He died
for our sin so that when we put our faith in Him He forgives
our sin, reconciles us to God, and gives us the gift of abundant
and eternal life.
said, “Nothing whatever in the way of . .
. real holiness can be accomplished without grace.” He was right, and
The church father Augustine

thank God He has provided that grace in Jesus who offers us eternal salvation and a holy
transformation of our hearts!

Reflect and Discuss
1. Why did God restrict priestly service to men who had no blemishes?
2. According to Scripture, why should we not view people with a handicap as inferior?
3. Explain how all Christians are spiritual leaders in the world. Why is this important to
remember?
4. What spiritual leaders does God give to the church? To what higher standards are they
held?
5. How should we reflect God’s truth in our grief?
6. According to Romans 12:1, what is acceptable, spiritual worship? Have you given
yourself to God?
7. How does Jesus fulfill the laws in Leviticus 21 and 22?
8. According to the book of Hebrews, can we offer right worship while neglecting Jesus?
Explain.
9. How can you guard against equating religious ceremony with personal holiness?
10. How does Jesus get to the heart of the matter in Matthew 5:21-22, 27-28; and 15:19-20?
- Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary – Exalting Jesus in Leviticus.

PROTECTING LEADERS. Privilege and influence carried responsibility not only for Israelite
priests but also for members of their families. Any PK (i.e., priest's kid) was supposed to be
exemplary, much like a preacher's or politician's kid today. Failure of a child would harm the
influence of his or her father (e.g., 21:9). Thus, the spirit of the exhortation in 21:8—for the
Israelites to respect the holiness of priests—would undoubtedly mean that laypeople should help
all members of priestly families bear the burden of exemplary living. They were not to
undermine their distinctiveness out of jealousy in order to lower them to their own level, whether
by unjust criticism, competition, ridicule, deception, or obstruction. Attempting to destroy or
compromise those who interceded for them was self-defeating. Unfortunately the Israelites had
to learn this the hard way (Num. 16-17).
Although the New Testament has no earthly mediatorial priesthood, as spiritual leaders in the
community of faith, Christian ministers and their families carry some of the same burdens that
were laid on the ancient priests and their close relatives. The reason is essentially the same: to
rightly present the Lord's character to the people. We know that ministers and their families are
human and therefore imperfect, but it is devastating to congregations (including radio or TV
audiences) when they fall in a serious way. The press, lawyers, anti-religionists, and the devil
have a field day, but the people who matter suffer damage to their faith in God.
Ministers must take responsibility for their actions like everyone else, but trying to trip them up
is unconscionable and self-defeating. A ministry is a terrible thing to waste. But it is also a
wonderful thing to nurture. Rather than exhausting valuable creative energies in contention and
criticism, congregations benefit themselves, their communities, and the cause of God by focusing
their energies on upholding dedicated leaders and walking with them on the path of holiness.
John the Baptist said of Christ, "He must become greater; I must become less" (John 3:30).
Emulating John, a minister's goal is to have his influence decrease in the lives of his people
while that of Christ increases. The more this happens, the safer they are from instability as a
result of the imperfections of the human minister. Nevertheless, as ministers train people to look
to Christ, their only infallible example, and to God, who sanctifies them, their attitudes and
perceptions are shaped to a large extent by the way the ministers conduct their own lives.
Leaders are role models to their people as parents are to their children. This power, which
influences destinies not just in this life but also in the life to come, is a sacred trust. It is up to the
community, not just to the minister and his/her family, to protect it.
A concluding exhortation (22:31-33) contains elements that parallel ingredients of exhortations
in chapters 18-21:
•
•
•
•
•
•

summary command to keep the Lord's regulations
reminder that "I am the LORD" (in each verse)
• warning against profaning God's holy name
warning that the Lord must be treated as holy among the Israelites
reminder that it is the Lord who makes Israel holy
reminder that the Lord brought the Israelites out of Egypt to be their God

UNBLEMISHED SACRIFICES. Both officiating priests and sacrificial victims must be unblemished in a
limited sense (chs. 21-22). In the New Testament, the ultimately unblemished Christ fuses the two
ritual roles in himself. As Priest, he is free from the underlying physical blemish that limited the
effectiveness of the Aaronic priesthood: mortality (Heb. 7). Furthermore, while he is an empathetic
Mediator, he is free from the moral blemish of sin (4:15) that required Aaronic priests to offer sacrifices
for their own shortcomings (5:3; 7:27).

In 1 Peter 2:21-25, alluding to Isaiah 53, Christ's freedom from sin qualified him as the perfect
Victim. The fact that he was "a lamb without blemish or defect" (1 Peter 1:19) was crucial not
only to the validity of his sacrifice for its intended global purpose, but also because his
successful self-sacrifice qualified him for his uniquely effective priesthood (Heb. 9:12).
Christ's life on earth in harmony with God's law of love serves an additional function: as an
example to us (1 Peter 2:21; see also Phil. 2:5-8). Paul's appeal "to offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God" (Rom. 12:1) implies that we can aspire to be without
blemish as Christ was. Paul refers to total dedication of physical and mental energies to God and
transformation "by the renewing of your mind" (12:2). Our transformation is a gift from God
through his Holy Spirit (Titus 3:4-7), who brings divine love into our hearts (Rom. 5:5).
Another way to dump problems on God is to expect him to do for us things we can and ought to
do for ourselves. When we ask him to bless us in spite of the fact that we violate the cause-andeffect principles through which his blessing comes, we are being unreasonable. Why should he
give us success when we are sloppy, provide us with health when we abuse it, make our families
happy when we are selfish, or take us to the mountaintop of spiritual fulfillment when we choose
forms of entertainment that pull us down in the opposite direction?
The Israelites repeatedly tried to dump their problems on God, as we will see in our study of
Numbers. A later episode comes from Judges 10. When the apostate Israelites cried to the Lord
to deliver them from the Ammonites, he replied: "Go and cry out to the gods you have chosen.
Let them save you when you are in trouble!" (Judg. 10:14). Why should he save them from
disaster resulting from their faithlessness when they persisted in hanging on to the cause of their
difficulty, namely, their idolatry? When they finally recognized that they were in control of the
root of the problem and took action to do their part by getting rid of their false gods (10:15-16a),
the whole divine-human dynamic changed. Now they were no longer dumping on him. Now
their problem was his problem, "and he could bear Israel's misery no longer" (10:16b).
When God appears harsh, unfeeling, or unresponsive, sometimes it is because he is unwilling to
support our addiction to sin by entering into a codependent relationship with us. Just as family
members of those addicted to destructive drugs, alcohol, illicit sex, or gambling need to learn
redemptive "tough love" by refusing to bear responsibility that is not theirs, God reinforces our
willpower by teaching us the nature, consequences, and power of our own choices.
- The NIV Application Commentary – Leviticus

Raising the "Holy" Bar
Leviticus 21:1—22:33
MOST ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE EXPRESSION raising the bar. The expression is derived from athletics,
specifically the high jump or pole vault. The athlete must clear the bar with his jump in order to
continue in the next round of attempts. At each new round the bar is raised, making the level of
difficulty greater and greater. Raising the bar means raising the standard of conduct or
achievement to a more demanding expectation. Leviticus 21, 22 effectively does this for Christian
ministry. The standard for a Christian leader is higher than for others. The reasons for this are
evident since the leader sets a pattern that influences others. Also, a leader can only qualify as a
successful leader if he shows he is worthy of the position.

This is not strange to us because we hold our leaders in all phases of life to higher standards. In
the home, parents and older children perform in a more responsible way. In public life,
politicians, athletes, and educators as well as ministers are expected to lead the way in
achievements and in professional integrity. A

leader may not want to take on
the obligation of a role model, but it comes inevitably with
leadership. The basketball star Charles Barkley commented in a 1993 commercial for
Nike, "I am not a role model... parents should be role models." He was right that parents should
be role models, but public figures and leaders do not have the luxury of escaping role model
status.
The message of chapters 21, 22 addresses formal leadership but also informal leaders. Each
one of us in some way has a leadership function. It may be at home, school, work, or
neighborhood. There is always someone looking to us for direction, either by word or deed.
This is especially true of all who affirm faith in Jesus Christ. People in general expect more of
Christians, and when we hang out our shingle, identifying ourselves as Christians or at least as
church members, the people who know us immediately raise the bar. These two chapters then
speak to each of us even if we don't have a public leadership position in the church.
What holds these two chapters together is the same sentence that begins each chapter:
"Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron" (21:1) and "Speak to Aaron and his sons" (22:2).
Unlike the other chapters of Leviticus, these two are directed to the priests. Although many
think of Leviticus as a book about religious leaders, it says more to the laity about proper
worship practices than to the clergy. These two chapters are the exception and therefore
require our special attention.
➢ Like the “pastoral epistles” apply the both/and principle!

What does God say to the religious leaders of the community? In essence in both chapters he
commands the priestly leadership to maintain ritual and moral purity. Since

they
represent the Lord as the intermediaries between God and
the people, they must avoid any compromise in their conduct
in religious and social matters as well as in personal moral
purity.
Although in these two chapters a number of the instructions sound strange to us, they have a
logical explanation when we remember that the main issue is the adequacy of the priests to
function in their assigned roles. What was at stake was nothing less than the spiritual survival of
the people they served. If

the priests failed to obey the Lord and to
represent God to the people or failed to represent the people
to God in the proper manner, the ongoing spiritual vitality
of the relationship between the Lord and his redeemed
people was threatened.
A holy God cannot be misrepresented to his people, and the people cannot depend on a
priesthood that is ritually unclean and morally compromised.
Both chapters also have in common the subject of sacrificial offerings. These offerings were the
staple of the worship that Israel offered up to God. It was as central to the public worship in
Israel as Sunday services are to us today. Imagine how crucial church services become when we
lose the opportunity due to some natural disaster or the failure of church leaders to fulfill their
tasks on a weekly basis.

The congregation's spiritual health is clearly affected
when leadership morally or otherwise stumbles.
The repercussions usually are far-reaching.
Consider the Lord Jesus himself. His Father gave him a special assignment that he fully
embraced. But…

what if the Lord in the midst of his assignment
had changed his mind, compromised his
integrity, or had simply become a deadbeat?

The whole world would remain in sin and
would be without hope.
But the Scriptures make it clear that Jesus maintained his focus on the call to obedience:

"Although [Jesus] was a son, he learned obedience
through what he suffered" (Hebrews 5:8).
This submission to the Father's charge crystallized in his Gethsemane prayer,

"My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from
me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will"
(Matthew 26:39).
The challenge was to the priests to officiate at the holy altar where the laity brought their
offerings as "food offerings" to the Lord. These offerings were the layperson's act of worship,
whether in the case of dedication, thanksgiving, or forgiveness of sin .

If the priest
failed to render the proper procedure, the sacrifice was not
acceptable because the offering had been polluted ritually. The
prescriptions for the priests in our passage are of two kinds:
first, instructions regarding the person and character of the
priest, and second, the nature of the offerings that they
oversaw at the altar.
The passage can be viewed from the negative and the positive emphasis of the two chapters.
The emphasis in chapter 21 is the negative message: avoid sacrilege! The positive side is
expressed in chapter 22: advocate holiness!

Avoid Sacrilege (21:1-24)
The word sacrilege does not occur in the passage, but I have chosen it as a heading for our first
section because it conveys the outrageous nature of the violations described in chapter 21. The
etymology for the word sacrilege can be traced back to Latin, where it means "to rob sacred
property." A person who takes for his private enhancement those things that are devoted to God
is a sacrilegus, a robber or unlawful collector of holy things. In our world today, we are repulsed
by the desecration of the dead by vandals, or worse, grave robbers. Such crimes are considered
the lowest of the low in our thinking.

The text uses the word "profane" to describe
sacrilege, nine times in chapter 21 and four times
in chapter 22… 13X total.
Our contemporary word profane may not convey adequately the thought of the passage
since we tend to think of profane as ugly profanity. The

Hebrew word,
however, exceeds coarse language or even taking God's holy
name in vain. "Profane" can be used of soiling the
reputation of God or the holy things associated with him, such
as sanctuary or Sabbath, or polluting the reputation and status of other persons. These
various uses occur in our chapter: profaning the name of God (v. 6), profaning oneself and
one's father (v. 9), profaning the sanctuary of God (vv. 12, 23), and profaning the priest's
children (v. 15). Committing desecration was tied to covenant transgressions.

A person's disobeying the commandments of God meant a
diminishing of the respect due to the Lord, whether it was in
the moral or ritual realm.
Avoiding religious pluralism (21:1-9). One of the tempting challenges faced by God's people in
the past as well as today is that of accommodating other religious worldviews. An example from
the past and from the present will show this. The Israelites faced a formidable challenge to their
faith by the Canaanites who worshipped a fertility god named Baal. The word baal means "lord,
husband" and can refer to a person or be used as a proper noun for the false deity Baal. The Bible
usually avoids speaking of God as baal when referring to him as husband or lord of Israel. Hosea
made a wordplay on the name Baal when God condemned the Israelites for their worship of Baal
instead of the Lord. "And in that day, declares the LORD, you will call me 'My Husband,' and no
longer will you call me 'My Baal.' For I will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth, and
they shall be remembered by name no more" (Hosea 2:16, 17). Baal will no longer be recognized
as Israel's husband or lord; rather, the people will return to the Lord God (Yahweh) as their
rightful husband. The reason for this avoidance of the word baal and things pertaining to the
worship of the god Baal was the theological confusion that might have created in the minds of
the people. The people were at times so apostate in their history that the Lord God was regarded
virtually the same as a fertility baal. He was called the "LORD God" in name only.

The various regulations for the priests in Leviticus
21:1-9 were designed to restrain the people of God

from diluting their sole allegiance to God. The temptation was
to accommodate the religious life of their Canaanite neighbors whose religion was
polytheistic and immoral. Since the priests were leaders of the people, their practices were
especially scrutinized. They were called to instruct the people in the way of the Lord and to
model the proper way to approach God in worship.
Among the instructions for the priests was a prohibition concerning their association with the
dead. Contact with the dead, whether layperson or priest, resulted in ceremonial uncleanness
(Numbers 19:11-22). The priests were restricted from attending funeral services except for their
closest relatives, what we would call the nuclear family (vv. 1b-3). Why? The people of the
ancient Near East regularly promoted family shrines where religious cults of the dead flourished.
The cults of the dead involved celebratory meals following the formal funeral in which the
family maintained their connection with the dead by keeping them alive, so to speak, by
providing them food, drink, and sex. Orthodox Biblical religion condemned the cults of the dead
because they denied the gulf between the living and the dead. There is no co-equal power or
deity with the Lord God in the realm of the dead. And God is the God of the living. Some
mourning rites were permissible for the people and the priests, such as weeping, tearing of
garments, wearing sackcloth, and loosening the hair. But any trimming of the hair's edges on the
head or mutilating the body was strictly outlawed, probably due to their association with pagan
cult practices (Leviticus 19:27, 28; 21:5). The high priest was prohibited from any association
with the dead, including his parents (v. 11). The reason for this extreme measure was because of
the ritual status of the high priest who had been especially consecrated to God's service in the
eyes of the people.
Our God is the living God. Life, not death, is celebrated by God's people. As Jesus commented,
"[God] is not God of the dead, but of the living" (Mark 12:27). The Christian Church has
always viewed death as the beginning of new life, the door to the blessed life of the believer with
Christ and the family of God. Although Christians mourn, rightly so, for the loss of loved ones
and the loss of life, there is a qualitative chasm between those who mourn with hope and those
who have "no hope." I read of a staunch bachelor who grumbled about his elderly aunts who
used to come to him and annoy him at weddings by poking him and laughing as they said,
"You're next, sonny." The meddlesome ladies stopped, however, when he started doing the same
thing to them at funerals! Some have hope, but others do not. Paul noted this when he said to his
Thessalonian readers, "But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who
are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have
fallen asleep" (1 Thessalonians 4:13, 14). It is not that non-Christians have no hope in an
afterlife, but theirs is an afterlife without the comforting joy of being with Jesus (cf. Ephesians
2:12).
Avoiding moral impurity (21:10-24).
Especially important to the religious life of Israel was the role of the high priest. He was special
as the chief mediator between God and his people, Israel. The standards for the high priest even
excelled those of the priests. Before the Lord continued addressing the priests in general, the
Lord focused in verses 10-15 on the requirements demanded of the high priest. The high

priest had to be discriminating in making choices pertaining to the crucial times of life—the
death of loved ones and marriage to a loved one, his wife. We said above that the high priest
under no circumstances could be associated with the dead, lest he become unfit to carry out his
duties in the worship of God. The explanation for this uncompromising prohibition is implied by
the text's acknowledgment that he bore "the anointing oil of his God" (v. 12). This refers to the
rite of Aaron's investiture as high priest and of his sons in which they received the oil of
consecration (Leviticus 8:30). These servants of the Lord stood out from the people because of
the special anointing that they received. This was the gracious act of God that chose Aaron and
his descendants to lead the congregation in the worship of God. In the event of a death in his
family or of anyone else for that matter, Aaron was not to venture from the sanctuary to
attend the funeral or its mourning rituals. For him to be in the presence of death while
specially bearing the oil of holiness would profane the house of God. This shows that the
behavior of the priestly leadership had an impact on the life of the community at large.

Disobedience by the priests brought impurity
upon the whole people.
The second prohibition noted in our text for the high priest is restrictions on his choice of a
marriage partner. We are told that he was to marry "a virgin" and one who was descended from
Israelite parents (vv. 13-15). So there would be no confusion, the Lord specified that the woman
was not to have been married before and certainly was not to have practiced the sinful
occupation of a prostitute. We can reason that the restrictions again are related to the
symbolic role that the high priest played in the life of the congregation. The idea of a virgin
woman was a symbol of purity in the ancient world. This tradition was carried over in our
own times by the symbolic gesture of the new bride whose gown is flowing white. The mention
of prostitution shows that the issue was not marriage so much as the sexual purity of the
woman. It would be possible for a prostitute to have not been married before and thus could
technically be available to the high priest. But the practice of prostitution, whether it was street
or temple prostitution, defaced the picture that the high priest was to portray to the people. The
conduct of the high priest and the character of his family life conveyed by symbolic portraits the
holy character of God. If he were to have a child by a non-virgin it would have implications for
his descendants who were to follow him in the priestly vocation.

The expectation of a holy life consecrated to the service
of God is required for church leaders as well. Church
leaders must be blameless and pure in their conduct, for
they set examples before the children of God (1 Timothy
3:1-13; 4:12; Titus 1:6-9).
The qualifications are high—a godly home life, personal
integrity, and a moderate lifestyle. The apostles at the

outset of the church's history instructed the
congregation to select deacon-servants who were "men
of good repute" (Acts 6:3).
But although the priests in Israel were held to the higher bar of expectation, we know that the
priests did not live up to the calling that God had placed upon them.

As early as the first occasion of public worship, the sons of
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, offered inappropriate offerings and
were struck dead by God in the Tent of Meeting for their sin
(Leviticus 10:1-5).
The sons of the priest Eli committed grievous moral sins
at the door of the Tent of Meeting, engaging in
promiscuous behavior and robbing people of their
offerings destined for the Lord. Eli's sons too met with
their demise (1 Samuel 4).
The most egregious example was Aaron himself who led
Israel into idolatry during the wilderness journey (Exodus
32). Three thousand of the offenders were executed, and a
plague sent by the Lord fell on the community.
The consequences of the illicit teaching and behavior of
the priestly leaders were severe. We too stand in peril
when our church leaders promote wrong teaching and
mislead the flock into ungodly activities.
That the church must hold its leaders to such a high bar of ethical behavior is for its
own good, for its own survival.

We do ourselves no favor when we compromise
God's standard out of moral laxness or

procedural convenience. It is not a
commendable act of grace toward a fallen
leader if it results in jeopardizing the spiritual
life of the flock.
The last set of instructions in this section (vv. 16-24) regards the avoidance of ritual impurity.
Although the text describes ritual limitations, not directly moral ones, I have set them under the
heading "Avoiding moral impurity." This is because the ritual statement conveyed the weightier
teaching of moral purity that is required of all God's servants. The priests were responsible for
the altar and the sacrifices that were conducted before the Lord. The animal and grain offerings
were offered by the worshippers as "food offerings" to the Lord at his house, that is, the Tent of
Meeting. Since God is complete and perfect in all his attributes and actions, it would be unfitting
to approach God through anyone or with anything that would manifestly appear imperfect or
incomplete. Therefore, the priests who served the Lord were to be whole in appearance, not
having any obvious physical disorder. The word "blemish" repeatedly occurs in the passage,
describing the disqualification of the priest. The word can refer also to unsuitable animal
offerings that cannot be presented to the Lord. The word also has a figurative meaning. It
describes spiritual and moral defects (Deuteronomy 32:5). The text provides illustrations of such
defects, including blindness, lameness, skin diseases, and disfigurement. The priest who
exhibited any of these physical disorders was not completely banned from the service of God.
Also, infirm priests could receive their appropriate portion of the sacrifices for their livelihood.
In today's world we are rightly sensitive to the status and needs of the handicapped in our
society. This passage does not teach that persons who have handicaps are any less valuable
to God; they have the same access to the Lord and are a welcomed part of the church and
community. If anything, the Bible teaches the importance of care for the infirmed, who
were typically poor and neglected in ancient societies. The book of Leviticus specifically
condemns anyone who exploits the deaf and blind (19:14). When Job defended his faithfulness
to God, he commented that he was "eyes to the blind and feet to the lame" (Job 29:15). The
admonition in Leviticus to love one's neighbor (e.g., 19:18) applied to all people. When
Jeremiah described the joyful return of the exiles to the land of plenty, he specifically named
among them the blind and the lame (Jeremiah 31:8). Especially when we look at the healing and
caring ministry of Jesus we remember how he was sought out by the handicapped and their
families (e.g., Luke 14:12-15). With the passing away of the old covenant with its temporary
places of worship and its regulating laws, the Christian message declares that all people are
accepted in God's sight. How is this possible? Unlike the priests of Aaron's lineage whose
lives were marred by sin and imperfections, the perfect and sinless high priest, Jesus Christ
our Lord, sits at the right hand of the Father, where he intervenes on our behalf. We must
not worry or be troubled that the priesthood of Jesus could ever be soiled or foiled. The security
of every Christian is certain since we are relying upon the Lord Jesus' perfect and complete

mediation, forgiving our sinful imperfections and assuring us a place forevermore in the family
of God.

The writer to the Hebrews declared the efficacy of Jesus'
priesthood:
For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of
defiled persons [i.e., the priests] with the ashes of a heifer,
sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much more
will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without blemish to God, purify our
conscience from dead works to serve the living God. (9:13,
14)
Advocate Holiness (22:1-33)
After admonitions against immorality, the subsequent chapter emphasizes the holiness that
the priests were to practice and advocate through their example.

Holy service (22:1-9). Verses 2-9 repeatedly implore the
priests to be ceremonially "clean" in carrying out their
duties. Again, the passage speaks of the priests' relationship to "the holy things" of worship
(v. 3). The priests were the recipients of portions of the offerings, their income for serving at the
house of God. Since the offerings were dedicated to God, the offerings were the Lord's to share
with his appointed ministers. They, however, had to maintain the proper relationship to the food
offerings by keeping themselves ritually and morally pure. The purity laws in Leviticus 11-15
detail the kinds of things that would make a person unclean. These are gathered again here for
stressing those things that the priests were to avoid. These included skin diseases (chapters 13,
14), bodily emissions (chapter 15), and contact with unclean animals and the dead (chapter 11).
Only after undergoing the proper rituals of purification could the priests participate in the

Failure to render their holy service,
however, came with the sternest penalty. The
priests had to obey the Lord in the handling of
partaking of the offerings.

holy things or they faced the penalty of death:
"[The priests] shall therefore keep my charge, lest
they bear sin for it and die thereby when they
profane it" (v. 9a).
With the joy of special service, which meant living in the presence of God, the priests bore a
special burden of responsibility. If they sinned against the Lord, they were disqualified from
representing the people to God. "Bear[ing] [their] sin" (v. 9) meant they were guilty of
transgression and must receive the just deserts of their actions—namely, death! The picture of
the priests burdened by their sin is a graphic portrayal of their approaching the altar of God in an
unclean condition. I am reminded of the prophet Isaiah whose vision of God in the temple
resulted in his confession of his sinfulness: "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the
LORD of hosts!" (Isaiah 6:5). At hearing Isaiah's confession, however, the Lord sent one of the
attending angels to purge Isaiah's lips with burning coals retrieved from the temple altar. Isaiah
was spared by the grace of God, and similarly the Lord had provided through ritual the means for
the priests to experience cleansing. The symbolism of ritual cleansing and restoration to service
pictured the forgiveness that the Lord graciously had for them. The priests were not expected to
be perfect, since ritual cleansing for them is described in our passage. But they could so profane
the sanctuary of God that they deserved the most grievous penalty for their disobedience.
Such a stern warning to the servants of God is heard in the New Testament also. Paul cautioned
Timothy to be reserved in commissioning people to church leadership: "Do not be hasty in
the laying on of hands, nor take part in the sins of others; keep yourself pure" (1 Timothy 5:22).
The sobering implication of this admonition is that those who commission a person to
service are responsible for any future misconduct of the commissioned person. Appointing
a person who has not proven himself runs the risk of too hastily placing that person in a
leadership position.

A person whose life does not measure up to purity of service
will show his colors soon and will injure the witness of the
local church and the spiritual condition of the church
members under his care.
Benefits of holy service (22:10-16). Although the responsibilities of Christian leadership and
service are demanding, the benefits of service are great too. In the setting of the tabernacle and
priesthood, the priests whose livelihood depended on tabernacle offerings received portions of

the sacrifices presented for worship. This had theological significance as well as the practical
aspect of supporting the priests in their ministry. By partaking of the holy sacrifices, the priests
showed that the sacrifices of worship had been accepted by God. When we as the church eat the
Lord's Supper, there is a symbolic message of partaking in the suffering of Christ on our behalf.
In the case of the ancient offerings, only the priest and those who were dependent upon him for
their economic needs, such as an unmarried daughter, could eat the holy gifts. No layperson had
the right to eat the food set aside for the priestly workers. The priests did not have land to work
or a professional trade. The Lord instructed the Israelites to provide from their own income a
living for the servants who ministered in the Tent of Meeting. Since someone who was
unqualified might unintentionally eat a sacred portion, the Law provided a path of reconciliation.
An offender had to compensate for the defrauding of God's offerings. The theological teaching is
that transgressors had robbed God of his rightful due. He must return the gift (if available, or its
equivalent) and add a fifth as a surcharge to the value of the confiscated goods.
This leads us to ask, should a person seek the call to leadership in the church? The gifts of
spiritual leadership are just that—gifts bestowed by the Spirit of God. We cannot earn or achieve
these endowments, but there is ample evidence that seeking the gifts of teaching and
proclamation is approved. Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians advised the Corinthians who
were so infatuated with spiritual gifts to "earnestly desire the higher gifts" (12:31). And 14:1
reads, "Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy."
The motivation for this was not self-aggrandizement or competition, but that the gift might
contribute further to the good of the members of Christ's body. Before we leave the subject of
spiritual gifts, we must remember the sentiment of Paul's admonitions to seek the better gifts of
service. He decidedly wanted his parishioners to accept whatever gifts the Lord gave them, yet
with deep humility, not considering themselves better than others. So he reinforced this when he
instructed the saints in a better way, a better means of contributing to the kingdom than any of
the gifts.

First Corinthians 13, known as "the love chapter,"
exhorts us to practice love. Love is vastly superior to any gift,
for it will endure for all eternity and will accrue unending benefits for the giver and the receiver.
All of us can exercise love toward others.

We might not be gifted to preach or teach or practice any of
the more public, celebrated gifts, but all of us must commit
to Christian love. Our eyes of leadership should be cast first
at leading by the example of love.
The cost of holy service (22:17-33). We have spoken of the benefits of holy service for those in
Christian ministry and church leadership. But there is also a cost that is inherent in proper
worship and Christian service. Our passage concludes by making this point. Anyone in the
family of Israel, including the priests and foreigners living among the Israelites, could bring to
the Lord only the finest specimens of animal sacrifice. The text describes the animals as "without
blemish." The word "unblemished" means that the animals were whole and sound, not bearing
any physical defect. The significance of this trait was the animal's pleasing appearance. This

requirement matches the earlier instruction of the priests who had to exhibit physical wholeness.
So, at the Lord's holy altar perfect offerings were administered by perfect priests. The Lord God
who alone is perfect deserves the best that the worshipper can offer. These better animals
were costlier to the giver. The priests who ministered at the tabernacle's altar were attentive to
the gifts that were brought. It would have been a travesty for the priests to present to the
Lord inferior offerings.
Other limitations imposed in the Law ensured that the

sacrificial animals were

of the best quality. The animals could only be offered if older than seven days, but
never on the same day as their mother (vv. 27, 28; Exodus 22:30). These seven days were to be
spent with the mother. The eighth day in the Bible symbolically indicated the maturity of a gift.
Circumcision of a male Hebrew baby, for example, was to be done on the eighth day, a signal of
the child's membership in the covenant family of God. Additionally, the food offerings when
offered had to be consumed on the same day of their offering, so as to prevent them from
putrefying. Such organic deterioration of meat would have occurred rapidly.
That the animals were complete specimens, however, did not mean that they were effective in
taking away the sins of the worshipper completely and permanently. If they had been, the writer
to the Hebrews said, there would have been no need for continued offerings each day. The
priests offered sacrifices every morning and evening, always keeping the altar fires
burning. But in the perfect offering of Jesus, even his own body, as the unblemished
sacrifice for our sins, the

forgiveness he provided was perfect and
complete (Hebrews 10:1-14).
The cost of the death of our Lord Jesus was incomparable!
Yet, he places a demand upon all of us who have received the
forgiveness of sins. We too have a cross to bear,
Jesus said (Matthew 10:38). Christian stewardship is costly,
although it pales in comparison with the great reward of glory
that we will receive at the Lord's coming (2 Corinthians 4:17).
We are called upon to offer ourselves wholly to the service of
the Lord, clergy and laity. "I appeal to you therefore,
brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship" (Romans 12:1).

- Preaching the Word – Leviticus: Holy God, Holy
People.

Leviticus 21:1-24
Holiness: True/False, Part 1
Mourning and Marriage (Priest)

21:1-9

Mourning and Marriage (High Priest) 21:10-15
Stay Back

21:16-24

Setting Up the Section
Chapters 17-20 are addressed to the Israelites in general, defining how holiness is to be practiced in
the everyday activities of life. Chapters 21 and 22 return to addressing the Aaronic priesthood. Of
particular importance is how they are to avoid being defiled and to remain holy. Each

section
is marked by the statement, in slightly modified forms, “I am
the LORD, who sanctifies you” (21:8, 15, 23; 22:9, 16, 32).
21:1-9

Mourning and Marriage (Priest)
Priests had to remain ceremonially clean so that they could approach God and make offerings on
behalf of the people. This meant they could not bury the dead, except in the case of close blood
relatives (21:1-3). All Israelites (especially priests) were forbidden to shave their heads or the
edges of their beards or to cut their skin as a sign of mourning (19:27; 21:1-5, 10-12;
Deuteronomy 14:1). An ordinary Israelite had greater freedom in choosing a wife; priests could
marry a widow but not a divorcee (21:7). Even a priest’s daughter was held to higher standards
(21:9).

21:10-15

Mourning and Marriage (High Priest)
If there is a high standard for the priests (21:1-9), there is an even higher standard for the high
priest (21:10-15). The high priest could not participate in standard mourning traditions (21:10),
or even leave the tabernacle to take part in burying near relatives (21:10-12). And the high priest
could marry only a virgin of his own people (21:13-15).

21:16-24

Stay Back
The Aaronic priesthood began with Aaron and his sons and would continue through his line of
descendants. Those who had physical defects would not be able to participate in sacrificial
offerings (21:16-21). The sacrificial animal had to be without defects, and so did the priest doing
the offering. The priest with the defect could eat the food the priests were allowed, but he could
not approach the altar (21:23).
Critical Observation
Aaron’s position as high priest did not make him holier than others, though it did hold him to a
higher standard. God chose Aaron and his descendants, just as God chose the Israelites. A look at
Aaron’s life reveals that neither he (Exodus 32) nor his sons (Leviticus 10) were holy by their own
merit. Even though a priest was ceremonially pure, he still could approach God only by means of
sacrifice and atoning blood.

Leviticus 22:1-33
Holiness: True/False, Part 2
Keep It Clean

22:1-9

The Priest’s Food

22:10-16

What to Give/Not Give 22:17-33

Setting Up the Section

As with chapter 21, chapter 22 addresses the Aaronic
priesthood with a continued emphasis on how to avoid being
defiled and how to remain holy. Each section is marked by the
same statement, in one form or another, “I am the LORD, who
sanctifies you” (21:8, 15, 23; 22:9, 16, 32).
22:1-9

Keep It Clean
Priests were tasked with approaching God’s holy presence in the tabernacle and offering blood
sacrifices that would atone for sin. This means they had to remain clean. Attempting

priestly duties while unclean would cause defilement, and
that person would be cut off from God (22:3). The priests were to
respect the rules for cleanness and uncleanness in chapters 11-15 (22:4-9).
Demystifying Leviticus
The nature of defilement is not that of specific sin, but of external ceremonial defilement. Leviticus
begins by defining defilement in very concrete terms, but as the Old Testament revelation
unfolds, the prophets emphatically teach that God is not nearly as interested in the external
ceremonial acts of people as He is in the attitudes of their hearts and the resulting righteousness.

22:10-16

The Priest’s Food
These verses add a few details regarding how priests are to handle the food left over after
sacrificial offerings (see chapters 2-7).

22:17-33

What to Give/Not Give
Verses 17-33 are additional regulations for sacrificial offerings (see chapters 1-7). Because
the blood is atoning or purifying in nature, a sacrificial animal has to be without defect (22:1922, 24-25). Those who had defects, some simply in their appearance, were not to be offered.

The priests followed laws related to holiness in order to
teach the Israelites that God is holy (22:31-33).

Critical Observation

Since chapters 21-22 were addressed to Israel’s priests, the
priests of Jesus’ day would have seen the teachings directed
at them. It was their misunderstanding of the text, and their
misapplication of it, that resulted in their immediate and
intense opposition to Jesus’ teachings and practices.
Take It Home

In chapters 21-22, God says six times, “I am the
LORD, who sanctifies you.” He set Israel apart
from the nations, and He set the priests apart from
the people.
God commands the priests to avoid outward defilement because they are already holy, by
God’s sanctification. They are to avoid the prohibited things, not because avoidance would make

There is a world of
difference between avoiding something to keep yourself from
sin and avoiding something to make yourself holy. May God
grant us to understand and to apply the principles of Leviticus
and the law as our Lord taught us to do, for His sake.
them clean, but because these things would make them unclean.

- Layman's Bible Commentary – Volume 1

CLEAN, CLEANNESS

The idea of cleanness includes a surprisingly
wide range of human behavior. On the purely physical side a person is considered
clean when obvious indications of dirt or similar defilement have been removed. A
clean person is also one who habitually maintains a pattern of personal cleanliness
and hygiene, while at the same time taking care to ensure that his or her environment
is in a clean condition so as to forestall possible accidents, infection, and disease.
Because the mind is an integral aspect of the human personality, cleanness must
also be applied to attitudes and motives that govern particular forms of behavior.
Impure thoughts as the expression of the mind can result in shameful activities
(Mark 7:15) unless they are checked firmly, and bring disgrace to the individual
concerned as well as harm to others. A “clean-living” person is generally
understood to be one who does not give evidence of being a criminal, a victim of
such vices as alcoholism and drug addiction, or an individual who habitually
flaunts God’s moral code.
Cleanness, however, is a relative term when the human condition is being
considered. Mankind’s fall from divine grace as a result of defying God’s
commands and yielding to temptation has made sin a genetic issue (Gen. 3:1-19).
This means that the tendency to sin is inborn, with the inevitable result that, as the
ancient psalmist said, there is none righteous (Ps. 14:3; Rom. 3:10). Paul stated the
situation with equal emphasis by proclaiming that all have sinned and come short
of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23). Human sin places a barrier between sinners and a just,
holy God. Sinners are unclean in God’s eyes.
The religious rituals of Leviticus had much to say about the way in which the
sinner could be cleansed from iniquity and be reconciled to God. This was a matter
of great importance to the Israelites, because God required them to be a kingdom
of priests and a holy nation (Ex. 19:6). In the Ancient Near Eastern religions the
idea of holiness was applied to a person in a state of consecration to the service of
a deity, whose cultic worship could, and frequently did, involve acts of a gross
sexual nature. For the Hebrews, holiness demanded that they should reflect in their
living and thinking the exalted moral and spiritual qualities of God as revealed in
His laws.
Cleanness was thus fundamental to the establishing and preservation of holiness in
the Israelite community. As distinct from all other nations, the Hebrews were

provided with specific instructions concerning cleanness and how to recover it
when it had been lost through carelessness or disobedience. The principles of
cleanness touched upon all aspects of individual and community life. They were
ultimately capable of a moral interpretation, since in the holy nation secular and
spiritual matters were closely connected.
God established for the Israelites a special group of laws dealing with clean and
unclean animals (Lev. 11:1-47; Deut. 14:1-21) to provide guidance for dietary and
other circumstances. While the nations of the Ancient Near East maintained a
general distinction between clean and unclean species, the principles of
differentiation were in no sense as explicit as those provided for the Hebrews.
Clean animals were allowed to be eaten, but unclean ones were prohibited strictly.
The terms “clean” and “unclean” were defined by illustration, and clear principles
were enunciated to enable anyone to make the distinction correctly.
Very simply, whatever animal had a cleft hoof and chewed the cud was clean, and
therefore suitable for food. Any animal that did not meet these specifications was
unclean, and consequently was not to be eaten. If an animal such as a camel
possessed only one of the two stated requirements, it was still regarded as unclean.
Because birds formed part of the Israelites’ diet, a list of those species suitable for
food excluded the ones that might carry communicable diseases.
There has been much discussion about the purpose of these regulations. Some
writers claimed that they were designed so as to avoid pagan idolatrous practices.
Others have focused upon preserving the separated nature of the Israelites in
matters of food as well as in ethical and religious considerations. Yet another view
emphasized the hygienic aspects of the laws as a means of preventing the spread of
infectious ailments. Most probably, all three concerns underlay the legislation, and
therefore each should be given due weight. Animals associated with pagan cults
were prohibited, as were unfamiliar or repulsive creatures, and those species that
fed upon carrion. If the rules for food were followed, the Hebrews could expect to
enjoy good physical health. Clearly the overall objective of the dietary laws was
the prevention of uncleanness and the promoting of holiness in the community
(Lev. 11:43-44).
Uncleanness also applied to certain objects and situations in life which conveyed
impurity to those involved. Thus contact with a dead person (Lev. 5:2; 21:1), a
creeping insect or animal (Lev. 22:4-5), the carcass of an animal (Lev. 11:28; Deut.
14:8), or a woman in labor (Lev. 12:4-5) brought about uncleanness, which
required ritual purification to remove it. Leprosy was particularly dangerous as a

source of uncleanness, and required special cleansing rituals (Lev. 14:13) when the
sufferer was pronounced cured. Unclean persons transmitted their condition to
whatever they touched, so that others who handled such things became unclean
also. Even God’s sanctuary needed to be cleansed periodically (Lev. 4:6; 16:1520).
As noted previously, cleanness had a specific moral dimension. Because God’s
priests were to be clothed with righteousness (Ps. 132:9), the entire nation was
involved in manifesting the priesthood of all who believed sincerely in the
covenant relationship with God that had been forged on Mount Sinai. Thus to be
clean meant not merely the negative aspects of being free from disease or
defilement, but the positive demonstration in daily life of God’s high moral and
ethical qualities of absolute purity, mercy, justice, and grace.
Cleanness was a part of the moral stipulations of the Law. Thus murder was both a
pollution of the land and a violation of the Decalogue’s express commands. The
killing of the innocent called for a response in justice from the entire Israelite
community, based upon a principle of blood retribution (Num. 35:33; Deut. 19:10).
Grave moral offenses that violated God’s law and polluted the nation included
adultery (Lev. 18:20)—a capital offense (Lev. 20:10)—and perverted sexual
activity which included bestiality, with death as the prescribed punishment (Lev.
20:13).
Ceremonial holiness thus involved distinguishing between clean and unclean.
Moral holiness required the Israelites to behave as a nation separated from the
pollutions of contemporary society, and to live upright and righteous lives in
obedience to God’s laws (Lev. 20:25-26). For the penitent transgressor a complex
system of purificatory rites cleansed from both physical and moral defilement.
These involved various kinds of washing by water, as a natural cleansing process
(Lev 6:28; 8:6; 14:8-9; Num. 8:7; 19:9); the use of ashes (Num. 19:17) and hyssop
(Num. 19:18) for ritual and accidental contamination; and sacrificial blood, which
made atonement for sin and reconciled the worshiper to God. The Law established
the principle that blood made atonement for human life (Lev. 17:11), and thus a
blood sacrifice involved the highest form of purification (Lev. 14:6, 19-20) or
dedication to God (Lev. 8:23-24). Yet even this form of sacrifice was powerless
against sins deliberately committed against the spirituality of the covenant (Num.
15:30).
In the New Testament, cleansing was associated only with the ritual customs of
contemporary Judaism. Thus the infant Jesus was presented in the Temple for the

traditional purification ritual (Lev. 12:2-8; Luke 2:22). Cleansing (katharismos)
was a matter of contention between the Pharisees and the disciples of John the
Baptist (John 3:25), but Christ obeyed the Law in sending healed lepers to the
priest for cleansing (Lev. 14:2-32; Matt. 8:4). On other occasions He asserted His
superiority to the ordinances that He would subsequently enrich and fulfill (Matt.
12:8; Mark 2:28; Luke 6:5).
In His teaching Christ made the Old Testament cultic regulations concerning
cleanness even more rigorous by stressing a person’s motivation rather than the
external or mechanical observance of rules and regulations. He taught that adultery
had been committed just as fully by a man’s lusting after a woman (Matt. 5:27-28)
as if the physical act had occurred. In John 15:2, the word that Christ had
proclaimed made them clean by regenerating their characters and inculcating
holiness of life.

Jesus was not only a moral Teacher. He came to earth to
give His life as a ransom for humanity’s sin (Mark
10:45). In this way He became the Lamb of God, taking
away the sin of the world (John 1:29). His atoning death
as our great High Priest transcended all the Law’s
cleansing rituals could ever be expected to do in the
single offering of Himself for us on Calvary (Heb. 7:27).
There He instituted a New Covenant of divine grace in
His blood (Heb. 8:6), achieving human redemption and
making possible eternal life for the penitent individual
who has faith in His atoning work.
One of the most gracious assurances of His New Covenant is
that the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin (1 John 1:7).
Sacrifices and offerings are now unnecessary, for what Jesus
demands is a penitent spirit that confesses the merits of His
atonement. For the Christian the cultic provisions of the Old Testament are
nullified. All meats have been declared clean (Mark 7:19; Acts 10:9-16), and

the only sacrifices that God requires are those that emerge
from a humble and contrite heart (Ps. 51:17).
R. K. Harrison
- Holman Bible Dictionary.

Leviticus 21:1-24 (AMP)
1 THE LORD said to Moses, Speak to the priests [exclusive of the high priest], the sons of
Aaron, and say to them that none of them shall defile himself for the dead among his people [by
touching a corpse or assisting in preparing it for burial],
2 Except for his near [blood] kin, for his mother, father, son, daughter, brother,
3 And for his sister, a virgin, who is near to him because she has had no husband; for her he may
be defiled.
4 He shall not even defile himself, being a [bereaved] husband [his wife not being his blood kin]
or being a chief man among his people, and so profane himself.
5 The priests [like the other Israelite men] shall not shave the crown of their heads or clip off the
corners of their beard or make any cuttings in their flesh.
6 They shall be holy to their God and not profane the name of their God; for they offer the
offerings made by fire to the Lord, the bread of their God; therefore they shall be holy.
7 They shall not take a wife who is a harlot or polluted or profane or divorced, for [the priest] is
holy to his God.
8 You shall consecrate him therefore, for he offers the bread of your God; he shall be holy to
you, for I the Lord Who sanctifies you am holy.
9 The daughter of any priest who profanes herself by playing the harlot profanes her father; she
shall be burned with fire [after being stoned].
10 But he who is the high priest among his brethren, upon whose head the anointing oil was
poured and who is consecrated to put on the [sacred] garments, shall not let the hair of his head
hang loose or rend his clothes [in mourning],
11 Neither shall he go in where any dead body lies nor defile himself [by doing so, even] for his
father or for his mother;
12 Neither shall he go out of the sanctuary nor desecrate or make ceremonially unclean the
sanctuary of his God, for the crown or consecration of the anointing oil of his God is upon him. I
am the Lord.
13 He shall take a wife in her virginity.
14 A widow or a divorced woman or a woman who is polluted or profane or a harlot, these he
shall not marry, but he shall take as his wife a virgin of his own people,
15 That he may not profane or dishonor his children among his people; for I the Lord do sanctify
the high priest.
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And the Lord said to Moses,
Say to Aaron, Any one of your sons in their successive generations who has any blemish, let
him not come near to offer the bread of his God.
18 For no man who has a blemish shall approach [God's altar to serve as priest], a man blind or
lame, or he who has a disfigured face or a limb too long,
19 Or who has a fractured foot or hand,
20 Or is a hunchback, or a dwarf, or has a defect in his eye, or has scurvy or itch, or scabs or skin
trouble, or has damaged testicles.
21 No man of the offspring of Aaron the priest who has a blemish and is disfigured or deformed
shall come near [the altar] to offer the offerings of the Lord made by fire. He has a blemish; he
shall not come near to offer the bread of his God.
22 He may eat the bread of his God, both of the most holy and of the holy things,
23 But he shall not come within the veil or come near the altar [of incense], because he has a
blemish, that he may not desecrate and make unclean My sanctuaries and hallowed things; for I
the Lord do sanctify them.
24 And Moses told it to Aaron and to his sons and to all the Israelites.
17

Leviticus 22:1-33 (AMP)
1 AND THE Lord said to Moses,
2 Say to Aaron and his sons that they shall stay away from the holy things which the Israelites
dedicate to Me, that they may not profane My holy name; I am the Lord.
3 Tell them, Any one of your offspring throughout your generations who goes to the holy things
which the Israelites dedicate to the Lord when he is unclean, that [priest] shall be cut off from
My presence and excluded from the sanctuary; I am the Lord.
4 No man of the offspring of Aaron who is a leper or has a discharge shall eat of the holy things
[the offerings and the showbread] until he is clean. And whoever touches any person or thing
made unclean by contact with a corpse or a man who has had a discharge of semen,
5 Or whoever touches any dead creeping thing by which he may be made unclean, or a man from
whom he may acquire uncleanness, whatever it may be,
6 The priest who has touched any such thing shall be unclean until evening and shall not eat of
the holy things unless he has bathed with water.
7 When the sun is down, he shall be clean, and afterward may eat of the holy things, for they are
his food.
8 That which dies of itself or is torn by beasts he shall not eat, defiling himself with it. I am the
Lord.
9 The priests therefore shall observe My ordinance, lest they bear sin for it and die thereby if
they profane it. I am the Lord, Who sanctifies them.
10 No outsider [not of the family of Aaron] shall eat of the holy thing [which has been offered to
God]; a sojourner with the priest or a hired servant shall not eat of the holy thing.
11 But if a priest buys a slave with his money, the slave may eat of the holy thing, and he also
who is born in the priest's house; they may eat of his food.
12 If a priest's daughter is married to an outsider [not of the priestly tribe], she shall not eat of the
offering of the holy things.
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But if a priest's daughter is a widow or divorced, and has no child, and returns to her father's
house as in her youth, she shall eat of her father's food; but no stranger shall eat of it.
14 And if a man eats unknowingly of the holy thing [which has been offered to God], then he
shall add one-fifth of its value to it and repay that amount to the priest for the holy thing.
15 The priests shall not profane the holy things the Israelites offer to the Lord,
16 And so cause them [by neglect of any essential observance] to bear the iniquity when they eat
their holy things; for I the Lord sanctify them.
17 And the Lord said to Moses,
18 Say to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites, Whoever of the house of Israel and of the
foreigners in Israel brings his offering, whether to pay a vow or as a freewill offering which is
offered to the Lord for a burnt offering
19 That you may be accepted, you shall offer a male without blemish of the young bulls, the
sheep, or the goats.
20 But you shall not offer anything which has a blemish, for it will not be acceptable for you.
21 And whoever offers a sacrifice of peace offering to the Lord to make a special vow to the
Lord or for a freewill offering from the herd or from the flock must bring what is perfect to be
accepted; there shall be no blemish in it.
22 Animals blind or made infirm and weak or maimed, or having sores or a wen or an itch or
scabs, you shall not offer to the Lord or make an offering of them by fire upon the altar to the
Lord.
23
For a freewill offering you may offer either a bull or a lamb which has some part too long or
too short, but for [the payment of] a vow it shall not be accepted.
24 You shall not offer to the Lord any animal which has its testicles bruised or crushed or broken
or cut, neither sacrifice it in your land.
25 Neither shall you offer as the bread of your God any such animals obtained from a foreigner
[who may wish to pay respect to the true God], because their defects render them unfit; there is a
blemish in them; they will not be accepted for you.
26 And the Lord said to Moses,
27 When a bull or a sheep or a goat is born, it shall remain for seven days with its mother; and
from the eighth day on it shall be accepted for an offering made by fire to the Lord.
28 And whether [the mother] is a cow or a ewe, you shall not kill her and her young both in one
day.
29 And when you sacrifice an offering of thanksgiving to the Lord, sacrifice it so that you may be
accepted.
30 It shall be eaten on the same day; you shall leave none of it until the next day. I am the Lord.
31 So shall you heartily accept My commandments and conform your life and conduct to them. I
am the Lord.
32 Neither shall you profane My holy name [applying it to an idol, or treating it with irreverence
or contempt or as a byword]; but I will be hallowed among the Israelites. I am the Lord, Who
consecrates and makes you holy,
33 Who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God. I am the Lord.

Matthew 5:1-20 (ESV)
1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to
him.
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account.
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It
is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.
15
Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in
the house.
16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish
them but to fulfill them.
18
For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from
the Law until all is accomplished.
19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do
the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Romans 12:1-21 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith
that God has assigned.
4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same
function,
5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
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Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in
proportion to our faith;
7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching;
8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who
leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.
10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.
11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.
12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.
13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.
16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be
wise in your own sight.
17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.
18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”
20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to
drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.”
21
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

"Although [Jesus] was a son, he learned obedience
through what he suffered" (Hebrews 5:8).
Hebrews 7:11; 23-28 (ESV)…. Cf. 1 Timothy 2:5-7
11 Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people
received the law), what further need would there have been for another priest to arise after the
order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron?
23

The former priests were many in number… 24 but He (Jesus) holds his priesthood
permanently, because he continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost
those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.
26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained,
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 He has no need, like those high priests,
to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this
once for all when he offered up himself. 28 For the law appoints men in their weakness as high

priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been
made perfect forever.
1 Timothy 2:5-7 (ESV)
5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given
at the proper time. 7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle…

The writer to the Hebrews declared the efficacy of
Jesus' priesthood:
For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of
defiled persons [i.e., the priests] with the ashes of a heifer,
sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much more
will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without blemish to God, purify our
conscience from dead works to serve the living God. (9:13,
14)
Hebrews 9:14 says that He “offered Himself without blemish to God.”
Hebrews 9:26 says, “He has appeared one time, at the end of the ages, for the removal
of sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”
He is our perfect sacrifice.

The priests offered sacrifices every morning and evening, always keeping the
altar fires burning. But in the perfect offering of Jesus, even his own body, as
the unblemished sacrifice for our sins, the

forgiveness he
provided was perfect and complete (Hebrews 10:114).

Hebrews 10:11-39 (ESV)
11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can
never take away sins.
12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of God,
13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.
14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.
15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,
16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put
my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,”
17 then he adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus,
20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh,
21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.
24
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all
the more as you see the Day drawing near.
26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer
remains a sacrifice for sins,
27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.
28
Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or
three witnesses.
29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled
underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was
sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?
30 For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will
judge his people.”
31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with
sufferings,
33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners
with those so treated.
34 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your
property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one.
35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.
36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive
what is promised.
37 For, “Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay;
38 but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in
him.”
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But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and
preserve their souls.

Hebrews 13:15 exhorts us to worship through Jesus:
“Through Him let us continually offer up to God a
sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of our lips that confess
His name.”

A.W. Tozer Quotes:
"We have learned to live with un-holiness and have come to
look upon it as the natural and expected thing."
- A. W. Tozer

"The Spirit-filled life is not
a special, deluxe edition of Christianity."
- A. W. Tozer

"The stiff and wooden quality about our religious lives is a result of our lack of holy desire. Complacency is
a deadly foe of all spiritual growth. Acute desire must be present or there will be no manifestation of
Christ to His people."
- A. W. Tozer

"The most critical need of the church at this moment is men, bold men, free men. The church must seek,
in prayer and much humility, the coming again of men made of the stuff of which prophets and martyrs
are made."
- A. W. Tozer

"We are not diplomats but prophets, and our
message is not a compromise but an ultimatum."
- A. W. Tozer

"A pharisee is hard on others and easy on himself, but a spiritual man is easy on others and hard on
himself."
- A. W. Tozer

"If the Holy Spirit was withdrawn from the church today,
95 percent of what we do would go on and no one would
know the difference. If the Holy Spirit had been withdrawn
from the New Testament church, 95 percent of what they
did would stop, and everybody would know the
difference"
- A. W. Tozer

"I can safely say, on the authority of all that is revealed in
the Word of God, that any man or woman on this earth
who is bored and turned off by worship is not ready for
heaven."
- A. W. Tozer

"Christians don't tell lies they just go to church and sing them."
- A. W. Tozer

"The basic trouble with the church today is her unworthy concept of God... Our religion is weak because
our God is weak... Christianity at any given time is strong or weak depending on her concept of God."
- A. W. Tozer

"Salvation apart from obedience is unknown in the sacred Scriptures... Apart from obedience there can be
no salvation, for salvation without obedience is a self-contradictory impossibility."
- A. W. Tozer

"Our Lord told His disciples that love and obedience were organically united. The final test of love is
obedience."
- A. W. Tozer

"You can see God from anywhere if your mind is set to love and obey Him."
- A. W. Tozer

"The Word of God well understood and religiously obeyed is the shortest route to spiritual perfection. And
we must not select a few favorite passages to the exclusion of others. Nothing less than a whole Bible can
make a whole Christian."
- A. W. Tozer

"It is altogether doubtful whether any man can be saved who comes to Christ for His help with no
intention to obey Him."
- A. W. Tozer

"The true Church has never sounded out public
expectations before launching her mission. Her
leaders heard from God, they knew their Lord's will
and did it. Their people followed them - sometimes
to triumph, oftener to insults and public persecution
- and their sufficient reward was the satisfaction of
being right in a wrong world!"
- A. W. Tozer

"The man with a cross no longer controls his
destiny; he lost control when he picked up his cross.
That cross immediately became to him an allabsorbing interest, an overwhelming interference.
No matter what he may desire to do, there is but one
thing he can do; that is, move on toward the place of
crucifixion."
- A. W. Tozer

"It is either all of Christ or none of Christ! I believe we need to preach again a whole Christ to the world a Christ who does not need our apologies, a Christ who will not be divided, a Christ who will either be
Lord of all or will not be Lord at all!"
- A. W. Tozer

"There is scarcely anything so dull and meaningless as
Bible doctrine taught for its own sake. Truth divorced
from life is not truth in its biblical sense, but something
else and something less."
- A. W. Tozer

"God may allow His servant to succeed when He has
disciplined him to a point where he does not need to succeed to
be happy. The man who is elated by success and is cast down
by failure is still a carnal man. At best his fruit will have a
worm in it."
- A. W. Tozer

"We have become so engrossed in the work of the Lord that we
have forgotten the Lord of the work."
- A. W. Tozer

"We must face the fact that many today are notoriously
careless in their living. This attitude finds its way into the
church. We have liberty, we have money, we live in
comparative luxury. As a result, discipline has practically
disappeared. What would a violin solo sound like if the
strings on the musician's instrument were all hanging
loose, not stretched tight, not "disciplined"?"

- A. W. Tozer

"It is because of the hasty and superficial conversation
with God that the sense of sin is so weak and that no
motives have power to help you to hate and flee from sin
as you should."
- A. W. Tozer

"We need a baptism of clear seeing. We desperately
need seers who can see through the mist--Christian
leaders with prophetic vision. Unless they come
soon it will be too late for this generation. And if
they do come we will no doubt crucify a few of them
in the name of our worldly orthodoxy."
- A. W. Tozer

"I wonder if there was ever a time when true spiritual worship was at
a lower ebb. To great sections of the church, the art of worship has
been lost entirely, and in its place has come that strange and foreign
thing called the "program." This word has been borrowed from the
stage and applied with sad wisdom to the public service which now
passes for worship among us."
- A. W. Tozer

"If I see aright, the cross of popular
evangelicalism is not the cross of the New
Testament. It is, rather, a new bright ornament
upon the bosom of a self-assured and carnal
Christianity. The old cross slew men, the new

cross entertains them. The old cross
condemned; the new cross amuses. The old
cross destroyed confidence in the flesh; the new
cross encourages it."
- A. W. Tozer

"An infinite God can give all of Himself to each of His children. He does not distribute Himself that each
may have a part, but to each one He gives all of Himself as fully as if there were no others."
- A. W. Tozer

"Have you noticed how much praying for revival has been
going on of late - and how little revival has resulted? I believe
the problem is that we have been trying to substitute praying
for obeying, and it simply will not work."
- A. W. Tozer

"The vague and tenuous hope that God is too kind to
punish the ungodly has become a deadly opiate for
the consciences of millions."
- A. W. Tozer

"The Bible recognizes no faith that does not
lead to obedience, nor does it recognize any
obedience that does not spring from faith. The
two are at opposite sides of the same coin."
- A. W. Tozer

"Faith, as Paul saw it, was a living, flaming thing leading to surrender and obedience to the
commandments of Christ."
- A. W. Tozer

"No man should desire to be happy who is not
at the same time holy. He should spend his
efforts in seeking to know and do the will of
God, leaving to Christ the matter of how happy
he should be."
- A. W. Tozer

"It is scarcely possible in most places to get anyone to
attend a meeting where the only attraction is God."
- A. W. Tozer

"Religion today is not transforming the people it is being transformed by the people. It is not
raising the moral level of society - it is
descending to society's own level and
congratulating itself that it has scored a
victory because society is smiling accepting its
surrender."
- A. W. Tozer

“…it is by all means vital for the lover of truth, regardless
of the threat of death, to choose to do and say what is
right even before saving his own life."
- A. W. Tozer

"The labor of self-love is a heavy one indeed… As long as you set yourself up as a little god to which you
must be loyal, how can you hope to find inward peace."
- A. W. Tozer

What comes into our minds when we think about
God is the most important thing about us.
It is doubtful whether God can bless a man greatly until He has hurt him deeply.

You can see God from anywhere if your mind is set to love and obey Him.

To be right with God has often meant to be in
trouble with men.
The devil is a better theologian than any of us
and is a devil still.

“One important point many fail to understand is
that the Bible was never meant to replace God;

rather, it was meant to lead us into the heart of
God. Too many Christians stop with the text and
never go on to experience the presence of God.”
– The Crucified Life

God is looking for those with whom He can do
the impossible– what a pity that we plan only
the things that we can do by ourselves.
- AW Tozer

It is a dismal thing to see a son of heaven cringe in
terror before the sons of earth.”—from The Warfare of the Spirit

Three Tozer books that will benefit you greatly are:
The Pursuit of God
The Crucified Life: How To Live Out A Deeper Christian Experience
The Knowledge of the Holy

Make you HUMBLE or make you GRUMBLE...
Holy vs Hollow.
> May we find our happiness in His holiness!
Miraculous vs Mechanical
Supernatural vs Superficial
Redeemed vs Religious
A pliable Heart OR playing a part...
Disciples vs Delinquents
Falling in-Love vs “getting in-line”
> If you love Him you’ll live for Him...
> If you don’t LIVE for Him, you don’t love Him!
Imagine meeting Jesus (game over) & reviewing:
- last hour
- last day
- last week
- last month
- last year
- last decade
- last lifetime...
*** Realizing NOW that the opinion and support of the culture... your
work... Your spouse... your children/parents... your friends OR your
enemies just won’t matter - just don’t matter - when you are giving
your account to Jesus......
Big Idea: There is no substitute (never was & there never will be)
for holiness when it comes to the Lord, His leaders, & His laypeople!
“Holy” = (760X in the OT)

- 116 Adjective
- 175 Verb
- 469 Noun
Lack of...
- Fear
- Truth
- Love (which champions Grace & Mercy)
- Faith
- Vision
- Purpose (mission)
- Courage
- Obedience
- Unity
- Spirit-dependence
~ HOLINESS!
> Exodus 19:16 = Quoted by Peter!!!
> Definition: pure, devoted, separate
*** Leviticus 22:9 *** (cf. John 3:36 & Rom 6:19)
> 22:31-33
> Biblical obedience = love
> Biblical obedience = light
> Biblical obedience = life
{In the OT, Biblical obedience was the way in
to God’s presence & redeeming relationship
but in the NT, biblical, faithful obedience is
way that we walk & work OUT our restored
relationship with Almighty God.} - JDP

Keys to unlocking the 2 chapters:
A. Both begin with: “Speak to Aaron & his sons”
B. 6 sections begin: “God who sanctifies us”
C. 13X the word “profane(s)” is used...
> “himself” (the priest)
> “the name of their God”
- cf. Amos 2:7
- cf. Ezekiel 39:7
> “she profanes herself by whoring”
> “profane the sanctuary” (by going out of it)
> “profane his offspring” (via impure wife)
> “profane My sanctuary” (via flawed priest)
———
> “profane My holy name”(via not abstaining)
> “profane... My charge...& die” (via disobey)
> “profane the Holy things of the people”
~ “and cause them to bear iniquity & guilt”
~ “by (the priests) eating their holy sac...”
>>> He’s not the God of CHEAP grace...
>>> He IS the God of Christ’s blood bought G
>>> He is not the Christ of your crumbs...
>>> He is NOT the Lord of your leftovers!
Strong’s insights on the Hebrew root word:
A primitive root (compare chalah); properly, to bore or pierce,
i.e. (by implication) to wound, to dissolve; figuratively, to profane (a
person, place or thing), to break (one's word), to begin (as if by an
"opening wedge"); denom. (from chaliyl) to play (the flute) -- begin
(X men began), defile, X break, defile, X eat (as common things), X
first, X gather the grape thereof, X take inheritance, pipe, player on

instruments, pollute, (cast as) profane (self), prostitute, slay (slain),
sorrow, stain, wound.
D. “Blemish” is repeated & must be explained...
E. “Clean” is repeated & in need of explanation
F. “The Lord spoke to Moses...”
G. 20X “Holy” is used!
Context:
> Broadest of “chiastic context”
> 4th of 4 contextualizations with ch.8,9 & 10
~ Ordinations
~ Inauguration
~ Corruption
~ Qualifications
A. L-21 = Saintly qualifications
> Mathew 5... Beatitudes
B. L-22 = Sacrifice’s qualifications
> Romans 12:1-3
C. Results:
> Fruit of the Spirit
> Acts 1:8
> John 17:21-26

SUMMARIZE:
“Inside out” Holiness = Mark 7:15!
CLOSE:
- Leviticus 21-22

- Hebrews 10:12ff & misc.
- Matthew 5 & 23
- Romans 12:1... 2-3... 4-5

