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INTRO:						Welcome	to	THE	BRIDGE	family…	
Ø Welcome	to	our	new	series:	“Gospel	Gardening”	
Ø Welcome	to	a	new	year…	to	a	new	decade…	
Ø For	some,	I	pray…	Welcome	to	your	new	life!	

	
***	I	want	to	do	something	I’ve	never	done	before…	

Ø Together,	let	us	take		COMMUNION	
o ONLY	for	biblical	believers…	Christians.	
o “Do	this	in	REMEMBERANCE	of	Me…”	

	
So…	what	did/do	you	“remember	of	Him?”	
	
CONTEXT:	 	 Past…	Present…	Future…	
A. 		“Grace	be	with	all	of	you.”	–	Hebrews	13:25	
B. 	“For	a	lack	of	vision	the	people	perish!”	-	Proverbs	29:18	
C. “As	the	Father	has	sent	Me,	so	now	I	send	you.”	John	20:21	

	
	
BIG	IDEA:	 Gospel	Gardening	is	Acts	1:8	in	Action...	
it	is	the	grace-based,	blood-bought,	miraculous	&	
missional,	Christ-like	learning,	loving,	&	living-out	

of	God’s	Word,	God’s	will,	and	God’s	ways	-																
no	matter	what!	



TEXT:	 																			Proverbs	29:18	
	

KJV: 

Where there is no vision, the people perish… 
 

Without	biblical	vision	&	bullseyes,	the	phony-bologna,	
Babel-builders	construct	consumeristic,	cultural	crowds	
that	contradict	Christ-centered,	Christian	churches.		-	JDP	
	

 
ESV: 

Where	there	is	no	prophetic	vision		
the	people	cast	off	restraint,		

but	blessed	is	he	who	keeps	the	law.	
	
	
Gospel-Gardening	epitomizes	&	exemplifies:	
A. 		Prophetic	VISION	
B. 		VICTORIOUS	Fruit	
C. 		VALIANT	Faithful-obedience	

	
	
	
PREVIEW:	

1. 	Gospel	Gardening		ROOTS	
2. 	Gospel	Gardening		FRUITS	
3. 	Gospel	Gardening		BOOTS	



I. Gospel	Gardening	ROOTS	
	

Our	aim	is	to	put	deep	and	devoted	roots	into	the	divine	
depths	of	God’s	Word,	will,	&	ways!	-	JDP	

	
VIDEO	1:	 	Garden	Roots	–	Genesis	1:27-28	

	
Once	we	understand	our	own	roots…	we	are	better	able	to	
see	the	Root	that	is	Christ	(Revelation	22:16)	throughout	the	

Old	Testament…	
Ø In	action	(Genesis	1)	
Ø In	anticipation	&	analogies	(types)	

o Adam…	Ark…		Abraham	
Ø In	applications	(O.T.	tabernacle/feasts)	
Ø In	appearances	(Burning-Bush/Melchizedek)		

	
VIDEO	2:			Garden	Roots	–	gospel	grace	for	sins…	

	

Ø ROOTS	of	Repentance	
Ø ROOTS	of	Redemption	
Ø ROOTS	of	Restoration	
	

…the	Bible	makes	it	clear	that	the	Ark,	which	saved	eight	souls	
through	the	deluge,	is	a	figure,	or	‘type’,	of	Christ	and	His	
salvation.	Through	entering	the	Ark,	all	who	responded	to	

Noah’s	preaching	could	be	saved	from	the	waters	of	judgment.	
Even	so,	by	entering	into	Christ,	the	ultimate	Ark	of	salvation,	

we	are	saved	from	the	judgment	to	come.	



II. Gospel	Gardening	FRUITS	
(Fruit	of	the	Spirit,	the	saints,	&	the	snakes)	

	
A. 		Fruit	of	the	Spirit	

a. 	Love	
b. 	Joy	
c. 	Peace	
d. 	Patience	
e. 	Kindness	
f. 	Faithfulness	
g. 	Gentleness	
h. 	Self-control	

Greek	“fruit”	refers	to	the	natural	product	of	a	living	thing.	

Paul	used	“fruit”	to	help	us	understand	the	product	of	the	Holy	
Spirit,	who	lives	inside	every	believer.	The	fruit	of	the	Spirit	is	
produced	by	the	Spirit,	not	by	the	Christian.	The	Greek	word	is	
singular,	showing	that	“fruit”	is	a	unified	whole…	As	we	grow,	
all	the	characteristics	of	Christ	will	be	manifested	in	our	lives.	

Yet,	like	physical	fruit	needs	time	to	grow,	the	fruit	of	the	
Spirit	will	not	ripen	in	our	lives	overnight.	Like	a	successful	
gardener	must	battle	against	weeds	to	enjoy	the	sweet	fruit	
they	desire,	we	must	constantly	work	to	rid	our	lives	of	the	
“weeds”	of	our	old	sin	natures	that	want	to	choke	out	the	
work	of	the	Spirit….	The	Holy	Spirit	gives	us	the	power	we	
need	to	reject	those	old	sinful	desires.	We	can	say	“no”	to	sin	

and	accept	the	“way	out”	God	faithfully	provides	(1 
Corinthians 10:13) by	following	the	Holy	Spirit’s	leading.	



As	we	give	the	Spirit	more	control	of	our	lives,	He	begins	to	do	
in	and	through	us	what	only	He	can	do	-	to	shape	us	and	grow	

us	to	look	like	Jesus  (2 Corinthians 3:17-18). 

Since	God’s	goal	for	all	His	children	is	for	us	to	be	like	Jesus	
(Romans	8:29),	the	Holy	Spirit	constantly	works	to	rid	our	

lives	of	the	“acts	of	the	sinful	nature”	(Gal	5:19)	and	
display	His	fruit	instead.	Therefore,	the	presence	of	the	“fruit	
of	the	Spirit”	is	evidence	that	our	character	is	becoming	

more	like	Christ’s.	

	
B. 		Fruit	of	the	saints		

	

Cf.	Jesus’	Parable	of	the	Soils…	
	

When	the	gospel’s	real	roots	miraculously	take	hold,	
real,	missional	fruit	will	be	miraculously	produced...				

30,	60,	100	fold!		-	Jesus	The	Christ	
	
	
VIDEO	3:			Garden	Fruits	–	Holy	LOVE	up,	in,	&	out	

	
When	our	hearts	change,	our	fruit	changes.	
	
C. 		Fruit	of	the	snakes	

“you	will	know	them	by	their	fruit”	(Matthew	7:16)								
is	part	of	Jesus’	teaching	about	recognizing	true	followers	

and	avoiding	false	prophets.	



Beginning with verse 15, we read this context: “Beware of the false 
prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are 
not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 
So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad 
fruit. A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree 
produce good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. So then, you will know them 

by their fruits” (Matthew 7:15–20). 
	

No	matter	how	good	or	convincing	someone	sounds,	if	
he	is	bearing	bad	fruit,	his	message	should	be	avoided.	
	
	
T/S:		VIDEO	4:		Garden	Fruits	&	Boots	–	Jordan	&	Sierra	
	
While	we	can	never	know	anyone	else’s	heart,	we	can	make	
wise	assessments	about	other	people	by	observing	the	regular	
fruit	of	their	lives.	All	of	us	stumble	from	time	to	time,	and	we	
may	go	through	seasons	of	bearing	little	fruit	(1	John	1:8).	

But	1	John	3:4–10	makes	it	clear	that	those	who	know	God	will	
not	continue	a	lifestyle	of	bearing	bad	fruit.	We	have	been	
transformed,	and	the	fruit	of	our	lives	is	evidence	of	that	

transformation.	

After	warning	about	false	prophets,	Jesus	tells	us	what	to	
watch	for	in	identifying	them.	Because	they	are	so	extremely	
deceptive	and	dangerous	ravenous	spiritual	and	moral	wolves	
in	sheep’s	clothing	-	the	Lord	would	hardly	have	left	us	without	

means	of	determining	who	they	are.	



Jesus	assures	us	that	we	will	know	them	by	their	fruits.	A	fruit	
tree	may	be	beautiful,	decorative,	and	offer	pleasant	shade	in	
the	summer.	But	its	primary	purpose	is	to	bear	fruit,	and	it	is	
therefore	judged	by	what	it	produces	and	not	by	how	it	looks.	

(That	understanding	is	the	key	to	interpreting	John	
15	properly.)	

Similarly	a	prophet	-	used	in	this	passage	in	the	broadest	sense	
of	one	who	speaks	for	God	-	is	judged	by	his	life,	not	simply	by	
his	appearance	or	his	words.	The	kind	of	person	he	really	is	

cannot	help	being	revealed.	

	

III. Gospel	Gardening	BOOTS	
	

Matthew	9:35-38	
35Then Jesus went throughout all the towns and 

villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 
good news of the kingdom, and healing every kind of 
disease and sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he 

had compassion on them because they were 
bewildered and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 

few. 38Therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send 
out workers into his harvest.” 

	
VIDEO	5:		Gardening	Boots	REMEMBER	their	Roots!		



REVIEW:	
Ø Gospel	Gardening:	Roots,	Fruits,	&	Boots	
Ø Proverbs	29:18	
Ø Messiah…	Message…	Methods	
Ø God’s	Word,	will,	&	way!	

Ø Prophetic-VISION	
Ø VICTORIOUS-Fruit	
Ø VALIANT-Faithful-
obedience	

	
	
CLOSE:	
	
We	need	to	see	as	Jesus	saw	and	feel	

as	Jesus	felt	so	that	we	will	do												
as	Jesus	did.	

	

Let’s	Pray!	
	
	

VIDEO:	 	Gospel	Gardening	IS	Acts	1:8	in	ACTION!	



Research	Notes:	
	
	

The	Better	Version	of	Noah’s	Ark	
MAY 21, 2018  |  Brandon D. Smith  
  

Editors’ note:  
This is an adapted excerpt from They Spoke of Me: How Jesus Unlocks the Old Testament. 
  
The	famous	(or	infamous,	depending	whom	you	ask)	story	of	Noah	and	the	flood	fills	Sunday	school	
classes,	kids’	books,	and	Christian	art.	The	depictions	are	always	the	same—a	bunch	of	cute	zoo	animals	
on	a	boat	captained	by	a	jolly	old	man,	sun	shining	overhead,	clouds	puffier	than	cotton	candy.	If	you	had	
no	backstory,	you	might	think	Noah	loaded	up	some	exotic	animals	to	tour	the	Atlantic	Ocean.	

Others	think	the	flood	is	an	ancient	recounting	of	an	angry	God	who	arbitrarily	hates	people.	Non-
Christians	are	especially	susceptible	to	this	idea,	though	many	Christians	also	assume	“the	God	of	the	Old	
Testament”	is	like	a	petulant	child	with	a	magnifying	glass,	scorching	us	like	ants	out	of	sheer	maniacal	
pleasure.	

Both	postures	are	wrong.	

Noah’s	flood	isn’t	simply	a	Sunday	school	story	about	sunny	skies	and	rainbows.	Real	people	died;	real	
sin	was	punished	in	a	real	flood.	At	the	same	time,	Noah’s	life	isn’t	just	a	grim	story	about	fury	and	death.	
Even	though	God	did	execute	judgment	because	people	refused	to	forsake	sin,	he	still	showed	grace	to	
those	who	trusted	him.	

The	problem,	though,	is	that	Noah’s	ability	to	build	an	ark	and	survive	the	flood	didn’t	include	any	power	
to	escape	the	corruption	in	his	own	heart.	There	needed	to	be	another	Noah	story	that	didn’t	end	in	sin	
or	curses—one	that	would	conclude	with	consistent	obedience,	salvation,	and	a	guarantee	that	water	
judgment	would	never	be	needed	again.	

Jesus	brings	us	this	better	story.	Here	are	four	ways	he	fulfills	and	retells	Noah’s	story.	

1.	Jesus’s	Return	Reflects	Noah’s	Flood	
Jesus	preached	to	people	who,	for	the	most	part,	imitated	the	attitudes	of	Noah’s	generation.	Even	more	
amazingly,	Jesus	predicted	that	the	kind	of	crowd	that	rejected	God	in	Noah’s	day	would	also	be	around	
when	he	returns	to	establish	his	kingdom	on	earth.	Therefore,	the	climate	in	which	Noah	lived	would	be	
replicated	when	Jesus	returns	in	two	ways.	

First,	people	will	ignore	Jesus’s	pleas	for	repentance,	choosing	instead	the	trivial	pleasures	of	life.	Such	
willful	ignorance	will	not	deter	the	worldwide	judgment	that	will	consume	them.	



Second,	the	rebellion	of	the	unbelieving	masses	will	incur	the	same	result	as	in	Noah’s	day,	except	
without	any	water.	Instead	of	a	flood	washing	away	sinful	humanity,	Jesus	will	return	with	fire	to	
remove	his	enemies,	defeat	the	Devil,	and	allow	his	people	to	inherit	a	truly	renewed	creation.	

When	Jesus	finally	returns	for	good,	there	won’t	be	any	sinful	seeds	ready	to	sprout	up	again.	

2.	Jesus	Brings	Salvation	like	the	Ark	of	Noah	
Jesus	also	delivers	us	from	judgment,	just	as	the	ark	did	for	Noah.	According	to	Peter,	the	flood	is	an	
ancient	simulation	of	what	happens	in	Christian	baptism	(1	Pet.	3:18–22).	Originally,	Noah	and	his	
family	survived	because	of	the	ark’s	protection.	Now,	believers	are	baptized	in	water	in	identification	
with	Jesus,	who	was	plunged	into	the	earth	and	ultimately	raised	from	the	dead.	

Just	as	Noah	obeyed	God	by	climbing	onto	a	boat	to	save	a	
few,	Jesus	obeyed	his	Father	by	climbing	onto	a	cross	to	
save	many.	
While	a	wooden	ark	delivered	Noah	from	physical	death,	a	wooden	cross	delivers	us	from	spiritual	
death.	Just	as	Noah	obeyed	God	by	climbing	onto	a	boat	to	save	a	few,	Jesus	obeyed	his	Father	by	
climbing	onto	a	cross	to	save	many.	

3.	Jesus	Succeeds	Where	Noah	(and	Adam)	Failed	
When	the	floodwaters	receded,	the	world	was	like	a	new	creation.	Yet	Noah	still	sinned	after	the	boat	hit	
land.	Nevertheless,	Noah	was	still	linked	to	the	promise	the	Lord	had	given	to	Adam—that	the	woman’s	
seed	would	eventually	crush	the	serpent’s	head	(Gen.	3:15).	

Jesus	Christ	became	the	man	Adam	chose	not	to	be	and	the	man	Noah	never	could	be.	Adam	was	born	
without	sin	but	chose	to	sin;	Noah	was	born	into	sin	and	could	never	escape	it.	

But	instead	of	temporarily	obeying	his	Father	only	to	succumb	to	failure,	Jesus	obeyed	completely	so	he	
could	be	authorized	to	judge	sin	and	crush	Satan	(Rev.	1:18).	

Jesus’s	new	creation	surpasses	what	Noah	received	after	the	flood,	and	even	what	Adam	
experienced	before	sin	entered	the	world.	

4.	Jesus	Ensures	the	End	of	Judgment	
As	we’ve	seen,	the	flood	teaches	several	things.	First,	it’s	a	sober	reminder	that	God	judges	rebels	who	
don’t	repent.	Also,	it’s	a	precursor	to	the	final	judgment	facing	all	of	humanity.	Yet	it’s	laced	with	
promises	of	grace,	because	the	flood	was	part	of	a	bigger	story	that	includes	promises	of	final	
restoration	and	salvation.	

Creation	won’t	groan	in	chaos	and	be	at	odds	with	
humanity.	It	will	be	restored,	and	a	new	Adam	will	lead	a	
redeemed	humanity	to	rule	over	it.	



Even	in	washing	most	of	humanity	away,	God	proved	faithful.	He	spared	one	family	who	would	lead	to	
the	birth	of	the	Savior.	History	was	being	pushed	toward	a	better	day—a	day	when	the	earth	will	be	
restored.	Creation	will	no	longer	groan	in	chaos.	It	will	be	restored,	and	a	new	Adam	will	lead	a	
redeemed	humanity	to	rule	over	it.	

When	Judgment	Ceases	
We	all	know	floods	aren’t	pleasant.	They	destroy	property.	Worse,	they	take	lives.	They	leave	huge	
amounts	of	destruction	in	their	wake.	Floods	remind	us	that	nature	is	in	disarray,	and	that	things	aren’t	
as	they	should	be.	Theologically,	floods	are	illustrations	of	the	conflict	that	still	exists	between	God	and	
man	outside	of	Christ.	

Nevertheless,	we’re	assured	that	when	Christ	returns,	there	will	be	no	more	sea,	no	more	tears,	no	more	
heartbreak,	and	no	more	funerals.	Creation	will	be	renewed	and	those	who	took	refuge	in	the	ultimate	
ark—Jesus	Christ—will	embark	into	eternity	with	forgiveness,	resurrection,	and	a	new	earth	immune	to	
God’s	curse.	

One	day	we	won’t	be	like	Noah,	hoping	to	not	stain	the	world	with	sin	once	again.	Instead	we’ll	look	to	
King	Jesus,	whose	eternal	reign	will	never	be	challenged,	and	who	will	conquer	the	chaos	of	sin	once	and	
for	all.	

Brandon D. Smith works with the Christian Standard Bible, serves as editorial director for 
the Center for Baptist Renewal, and co-hosts the Word Matters podcast. He’s also written a 
few books and blogs at Biblical Reasoning. 

	
	
	
	
	
Christ and the Ark of Noah 
by Dr. John C. Whitcomb on March 19, 2015 
Find	Out	More 
Noah's	Ark!	One	of	the	most	amazing	objects	God	ever	designed	for	men	to	build.	
And	a	spectacular	illustration	of	the	person	and	work	of	our	Lord	and	Savior,	Jesus	
Christ.	

Consider	carefully	what	He	said	about	the	Ark:	

But	as	the	days	of	Noah	were,	so	also	will	the	coming	of	the	Son	of	Man	be.	
For	as	in	the	days	before	the	flood,	they	were	eating	and	drinking,	
marrying	and	giving	in	marriage,	until	the	day	that	Noah	entered	the	ark,	
and	did	not	know	until	the	flood	came	and	took	them	all	away,	so	also	will	
the	coming	of	the	Son	of	Man	be.	(Matthew	24:37–39;	cf.	Luke	17:26–27)	



When	Noah	(and	his	wife	and	three	sons	and	their	wives)	entered	the	Ark,	the	rest	
of	humanity	“did	not	know”	that	a	flood	was	coming	that	would	“take	them	all	
away.”	The	Flood	was	worldwide	and	inescapable	(Genesis	7:19–20;	1	Peter	3:20).	
They	were	totally	distracted	by	the	things	of	this	world	and	died	in	the	greatest	
catastrophe	the	world	had	ever	known	since	the	Curse	of	Genesis	3.	
	
God	was	infinitely	concerned	about	that	unbelieving	world.	“The	Divine	
longsuffering	waited	in	the	days	of	Noah,	while	the	ark	was	being	prepared,	in	which	
a	few,	that	is,	eight	souls,	were	saved	through	water”	(1	Peter	3:20).	And	what	was	
Noah	doing?	He	most	likely	warned	everyone	of	what	was	about	to	happen—and	
why.	God	“did	not	spare	the	ancient	world,	but	saved	Noah,	one	of	eight	people,	a	
preacher	of	righteousness,	bringing	in	the	flood	on	the	world	of	the	ungodly”	(2	
Peter	2:5).	I	can	picture	Noah	pleading	with	people	to	trust	in	the	“longsuffering”	
Lord,	and	to	believe	His	warnings,	and	to	enter	the	only	provision	in	the	entire	
world	for	survival—the	Ark.	
	
IT	IS	NOT	FAITH	IN	WHAT	ANYONE	MIGHT	SAY,	BUT	WHAT	
GOD	HAS	SAID!	
	
What	did	Noah	need	to	build	the	Ark	and	to	move	into	it	with	his	family?	“By	faith	
Noah,	being	divinely	warned	of	things	not	yet	seen	[such	as	a	global	deluge	of	
water],	moved	with	godly	fear,	prepared	an	ark	for	the	saving	of	his	household,	by	
which	he	condemned	the	world	and	became	heir	of	the	righteousness	which	is	
according	to	faith”	(Hebrews	11:7).	What	is	faith?	It	is	“the	substance	of	things	hoped	
for,	the	evidence	of	things	not	seen”	(Hebrews	11:1).	It	is	not	faith	in	what	anyone	
might	say,	but	what	God	has	said!	
	
Today,	we	have	an	infinitely	greater	Ark—the	Lord	Jesus	Christ!	He	said,	“I	am	the	
door.	If	anyone	enters	by	me,	he	will	be	saved”	(John	10:9).	Friend,	do	you	know	
Him	as	your	Savior?	Trust	Him	today.	
	
	
	

Noah’s Ark and salvation 
Another reason the Flood could not have been local 
by John Hartnett 



About 1,656 years after the creation of the world, God destroyed all humans, except 
for eight1 on the Ark that Noah built, and all air-breathing land animals (except those on 
the Ark) in a great global judgment. Many marine creatures were also destroyed—some 
95% of all fossils found are the remains or impressions of creatures that once lived in 
the sea. We see evidence of this deluge all over the earth, including on the highest 
mountains. Mt Everest has marine fossils at its peak. 

 
Scripture tells us, 

The Apostle Peter describes our being baptized into Christ’s death as an antitype of the saving 
of eight in the Ark. 
 

“… when once the long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, an ark 
having been prepared, into which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through 
water. Which antitype now also saves us, baptism (not a putting away of the filth 
of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ …)” (1 Peter 3:20–21). 

 
The Apostle Peter describes our being baptized into Christ’s death as an antitype of 
the saving of eight in the Ark. The original Greek word ἀντίτυπος (antitypos) has the 
meaning of a ‘representative’ or a ‘figure’. The dictionary definition of the English word 
‘antitype’ is ‘something that is represented by a symbol’. It comes from ‘anti’ meaning 
‘opposite’, as well as ‘in place of’, and ‘typos’ an impression like from a die or stamp. 
So an opposite to the die is a representation or symbol of the original. In short, the 
Bible makes it clear that the Ark, which saved eight 
souls through the deluge, is a figure, or ‘type’, of 



Christ and His salvation. Through entering the Ark, all 
who responded to Noah’s preaching could be saved 
from the waters of judgment. Even so, by entering 
into Christ, the ultimate Ark of salvation, we are saved 
from the judgment to come. 

Millions of years’— 
the inspiration for global Flood denial 

 
For those trying to ‘harmonize’ the Bible with the popular belief in millions of years, Noah’s 
Flood is a stumbling block. This is because ‘millions of years’ is inextricably tied up with the 
belief that the fossil record is millions of years old. It could thus not have been laid down by the 
world-wide, year-long Genesis Flood. And such a global flood would in any case erase any 
geologic evidence of any sort of ‘pre-history’. Thus old-earth sympathizers are highly motivated 
to insist that the Flood was local—despite the overwhelming evidence of the text itself. 
 
Now there are those who, motivated by the desire to add millions of years to the Bible, 
(see below) claim the Flood was only a local event. One could point to much physical 
evidence that it was global: sedimentary (water-laid) layers all over the earth; the fact 
that those sediments contain the buried remains of billions of creatures; and the 
evidence that they were buried rapidly, not slowly and gradually over hundreds of 
thousands or millions of years. 
 
One could point to the scriptural texts themselves, which are overwhelming in their 
universality of description. If the writer had intended to describe a global Flood, what 
other language could he possibly have used? 

Also, the Bible states that God sent to board the Ark two of every land-dwelling 
creature with the breath of life in it. Why would He do that if they could simply have 
migrated out of the area? Why build the Ark so big? Why take them at all, with all the 
associated problems of feeding them for a year, if the Flood were localized?3 

Also, if the Flood were other than global, why take birds on board? Most birds could 
have quickly flown away to mountains out of range of even the biggest local flood. 
Today many birds migrate over vast distances, often nonstop. A local flood makes the 
whole account bizarre, even absurd. 



Also, the Bible states that God sent to board the Ark two of every land-dwelling creature with 
the breath of life in it. 
 
Scripture also states that the floodwaters covered the highest mountains (Genesis 
7:20). So how could these waters cover the highest mountains in a local area and not 
be global? They couldn’t—it is physically impossible. Water seeks its own level. It 
couldn’t rise to cover the local mountains while leaving the rest of the world 
untouched. It means the Flood must have been global.4 

 

The point is the Flood was global. The Ark saved the souls God 
chose—those eight—from all the people of the 
earth. For about 70 years, Noah and the Ark 
being built would have been a salvation witness 
to all, to repent of their sins and join Noah’s 
family on the Ark.5 
 
Therefore by analogy, Christ is an antitype of the Ark, saving the souls of those who 
repent today.  
 
If the Flood was only local, there was no need for the 
Ark. Similarly, you don’t need Christ if the effects of 
sin are only local, not global.  
 
The Ark-Christ analogy breaks down for a local flood because the true Ark—the Lord 
Jesus Christ—did not come to make salvation available to just a few in Israel but to the 
whole world (1 Timothy 2:4, Acts 17:30).6 

 
If people in some areas of the planet or at some time in history were not sinners, then 
they wouldn’t need to be saved. But Christ came to die for the sins of whosoever (in 
the whole world) would call on Him for salvation. Romans 10:13 says, quoting Joel 
2:32, that “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved”. The effects of 
sin were on all people (Romans 3:23), because all have descended from “the first man, 
Adam” (1 Corinthians 15:45). Christ, “the last Adam”, came to redeem all those 
who trust in Him in the midst of a global flood of sin. 



So what about the naive apologetics of old-earth proponents leading many astray 
today?7 The Bible is very clear in 1 Peter 3:20–21. We don’t preach a localized Christ. 
Just as the Flood represented the judgment of God on the whole world, so salvation is 
now for all those everywhere who repent. 
 

Mountains and the Flood 
There is enough water in the oceans today so that, if all the surface features of the earth were 
evened out, water would cover the globe to a depth of 2.7 km (1.7 miles). This is not enough to 
cover mountains the height of Everest, but it shows that the pre-Flood mountains could have 
been well over a mile (1.6 km) high and still could have been covered. Today’s mountains 
(including the Himalayas) have blankets of sedimentary rock draped over them. Since sediments 
are usually laid horizontally, this shows they were thrust up through the overlying 
sediments after the Flood. Whether or not Psalm 104:8 is only about creation, or refers to this 
uplift in an apparent link to God’s rainbow promise never to flood the world again, is a point of 
debate. However, some such post-Flood uplift of land masses, with the Flood waters draining 
into today’s oceans, has clearly occurred. 
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” (Galatians 
5:22-23) 

The	Greek	word	translated	“fruit”	refers	to	
the	natural	product	of	a	living	thing.	

Paul used “fruit” to help us understand the product of 
the Holy Spirit, who lives inside every believer. The 

fruit of the Spirit is produced by the Spirit, not by the 
Christian. The Greek word is singular, showing that 

“fruit” is a unified whole, not independent 
characteristics. As we grow, all the characteristics of 

Christ will be manifested in our lives. 

Yet, like physical fruit needs time to grow, the fruit of the 
Spirit will not ripen in our lives overnight. Like a successful 
gardener must battle against weeds to enjoy the sweet fruit 
they desire, we must constantly work to rid our lives of the 
“weeds” of our old sin natures that want to choke out the 
work of the Spirit.  

The Holy Spirit gives us the power we need to reject those 
old sinful desires. We can say “no” to sin and accept the 
“way out” God faithfully provides (1 Corinthians 10:13) by 
following the Holy Spirit’s leading.   

As we give the Spirit more control of our 
lives, He begins to do in and through us 
what only He can do - to shape us and 
grow us to look like Jesus  (2 Corinthians 3:17-18). 



Since God’s goal for all His children is for us to be like 
Jesus (Romans 8:29), the Holy Spirit constantly works 
to rid our lives of the “acts of the sinful nature” (Gal 
5:19) and display His fruit instead. Therefore, the 
presence of the “fruit of the Spirit” is evidence that 
our character is becoming more like Christ’s. 

Paul uses 9 characteristics to describe the fruit of the Spirit in the book of Galatians. 

 

Love 
True, biblical love is a choice, not a feeling. It 
deliberately expresses itself in loving ways and 
always seeks the welfare of others. Biblical love 
is dependent on the giver’s character, not 
emotion.  

For instance, a mature believer demonstrating love will not exercise his or her freedom 
if that action might harm another Christian in some way. Rather than risking the 
possibility of causing the immature Christian to question and stumble, the mature 
believer will not exercise his freedom out of love for his brother (Romans 14:1-15).  



Love chooses to set aside one’s own preferences, desires, 
and sometimes even needs to put the other person first 

(Philippians 2:1-3). 

 
 

 

Joy 
Sometimes we Christians tend to downplay the meaning of joy. But, the Greek word 
translated as “joy” in Galatians 5 means “gladness and delight” – basically the same 
thing the world means when it talks about joy. It is a feeling of gladness based on our 

circumstances. Sadly, the world’s joy cannot last 
because it is based on fleeting, physical 
circumstances. But the joy of the Lord is 
established in our spiritual, eternal 
circumstances. As we cling tight to Jesus, 
abiding daily in our saving relationship with Him, 
we will experience the fullness of joy He 
promised  (John 15:4-11). 



 

Peace 
The world doesn’t offer much peace. Just look 
around. The world cannot give it because the 
world doesn’t know the One who is peace. But 
for those who have the Spirit of peace within us, 
the peace of Christ is possible, no matter our 
circumstances (John 14:27).  

We can reject the chaos of the world and 
embrace God’s peace. The book of Philippians 
tells us how (Philippians 4:4-9). First, choose to 
rejoice in God and who He is. Second, bring all 

your worries, fears, and concerns to God 
in prayer. Third, fill your mind with God’s truth. 
And fourth, choose to think about the things of 

God. 



 

Patience 
We don’t see much patience in the world today, not even in the church. Maybe part of 
the reason is our fast-paced, want-it-now culture.  

But Christians have everything we need to be 
patient because we have the Holy Spirit living in 
us longing to display His character to those 
around us. Patient people put up with 
circumstances and other people, even when 
severely tried. Patient people display endurance, 
longsuffering, and perseverance. The New 
Testament also specifically connects patience 
with sharing the Gospel. God is patient as He 
waits for the lost to come to Him (2 Peter 3:9) 
and He calls His people to be patient as we 
extend the offer of salvation in Christ to others (2 
Timothy 4:20). 



 

Kindness and Goodness 
The	characteristics	of	“kindness”	and	“goodness”	

are	closely	related.	

Together they present the picture of one who 
not only possesses moral goodness and 
integrity, but also generously expresses it in the 
way they act toward others. This “goodness in 
action” reflects God’s kindness and goodness 
toward us.  

God	demonstrated	His	kindness	and	goodness	
to	us	in	our	salvation	(Titus	3:4)	and	will	

continue	to	“show	the	immeasurable	riches	of	His	
grace	in	kindness	toward	us”	for	all	eternity	

(Ephesians	2:7)!	



 

Faithfulness 
To	be	“faithful”	is	to	be	reliable	or	
trustworthy.	For	the	Christian,	this	is	
faithfulness	specifically	to	the	Savior	who	
redeemed	us.	Christian	faithfulness	therefore,	
is	continued	and	consistent	submission	and	
obedience	to	the	same	Spirit	who	provides	the	
ability	for	us	to	be	faithful.	This	attitude	is	in	
direct	contrast	to	our	previous	“faithfulness”	
to	our	own	sinful	desires	and	ways.		

The word also describes someone 
willing to suffer persecution and even 
death for Christ’s sake.   “Therefore, among God’s 
churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the 
persecutions and trials you are enduring." (2 Thessalonians 1:4) 



 

Gentleness/Meekness 

Closely	linked	to	humility,	gentleness	
is	grace	of	the	soul.	It	is	not	weakness,	but	

instead	it	is	strength	under	control.	
For instance, in Paul’s second letter to Timothy, he wrote that the “Lord’s 
servant” will “correct his opponents with gentleness” (2 Timothy 2:25).  

And in Paul’s letter to the church in Galatia, he wrote that those who have been caught 
in sin should be restored in a “spirit of gentleness” (Galatians 6:1).  

 

Gentleness, being the opposite of self-
assertiveness and self-interest, is also a key 

ingredient in unity and peace within the 
body of Christ  (Ephesians 4:2). 



 

Self-Control 
The last characteristic in Paul’s description of the fruit of the Spirit points us back to his 
list of the “works of the flesh” in Galatians 5:19-21.  

Those	of	us	with	the	indwelling	Holy	Spirit	has	
the	strength	to	control	our	sinful	desires,	to	say	

“no”	to	our	flesh.	Self-control	gives	us	the	
power	to	say	“yes”	to	the	Spirit	and	foster	a	
beautiful,	bountiful	harvest	of	spiritual	fruit!	

	
BibleStudyTools.com: Boom! THAT'S the Way You Show the Fruit of the 
Spirit from biblestudytools on GodTube. 

Kathy Howard helps women live an unshakeable faith for life. The author of 8 books 
and a former “cultural Christian,” Kathy encourages women to stand firm on our rock-
solid God through difficulties or ease by embracing real, authentic faith. Find out more 
and get free discipleship tools and leader helps at www.kathyhoward.org. 



What does it mean that you will know 
them by their fruit in Matthew 7:16? 

 

 

Answer:  

The	statement	“you	will	know	them	by	their	fruit”	
(Matthew	7:16)	is	part	of	Jesus’	teaching	about	

recognizing	true	followers	and	avoiding	false	prophets.	

Beginning with verse 15, we read this context: “Beware of the false 
prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 

inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by 
their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes 

nor figs from thistles, are they? So every good tree bears 
good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree 
cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce 

good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. So then, you will know 

them by their fruits” (Matthew 7:15–20). 
 

The seventh chapter of the Gospel of 
Matthew is a gold mine of teaching from the 
popular verse 1 to the well-known parable 
about the wise man building his house upon 
the rock (verses 24–27). In verses 21–23, Jesus 



makes a chilling announcement to many who 
assumed they belonged to Him. He warned 
them that on Judgment Day they will hear 
Him say, “Depart from me. I never knew you.” 

Just before that warning, Jesus had indicted 
those who pretended to follow Him but 

whose lives indicated something else. He 
told His followers that the “fruit” of their 
lives proved what was inside their hearts 

(cf. Mark 7:20–23). 
 
 

When Jesus says, “You will know them by their fruit,” what does “fruit” mean? Jesus 
gave the illustration of grape vines and fig trees. When we see grape vines, we 

expect them to contain grapes in season. We also expect fig trees to produce figs. 
A produce farmer who notices one of his fruit trees not bearing any fruit will cut it 
down. It is useless. Likewise, we would not come to a field of thistles and expect 

to harvest fruit. Thistles and thorn bushes can never produce fruit because of 
their nature. It is impossible. They have no capacity to produce anything but 

thorns (Matthew 12:33). 
 

In	our	lives,	every	word	and	every	action	is	fruit	
from	our	hearts.	Sinners	sin	because	that’s	what	is	
in	their	hearts.	Thieves	steal,	rapists	attack,	and	
adulterers	cheat	because	those	sins	are	the	fruit	
being	produced	from	an	evil	heart.	Bad	hearts	

produce	bad	fruit.	When	Jesus	said,	“You	will	know	
them	by	their	fruit”	concerning	false	teachers,	He	

was	giving	us	a	guide	for	identifying	them.		



False prophets, speakers of lies, will have actions that correspond to their errant 
message. Just as their message is anti-God, so will be their works. They will stray 

from the path of righteousness. 
 

When we repent of our sin and receive Jesus 
as Lord of our lives (John 1:12; Acts 2:38), He 
changes our hearts (2 Corinthians 5:17). Now 

the fruit that is produced is good 
fruit. Galatians 5:22 lists some of 

the fruit produced by a heart in tune with 
God. Our attitudes, actions, words, and 

perspectives change as we walk in fellowship 
with the Holy Spirit (1 John 1:6–7).  

	

When	our	hearts	change,	our	fruit	changes.	
 
 

Many false prophets have come and gone, and many of them lived in blatant sin while 
preaching their message. Jim Jones openly engaged in adultery, drug use, and 

profanity. David Koresh had child “wives” as young as 11. False teachers might display 
the “fruit” of sexual immorality, greed, materialism, gluttony, and other sins while 
justifying their behavior and lifting themselves up as something holy. Unfortunately, 
many people through the years have been duped into following such characters and 
joining them in justifying the sin. If only they had heeded Jesus’ warning that “you 

will know them by their fruit.”  

No	matter	how	good	or	convincing	
someone	sounds,	if	he	is	bearing	bad	fruit,	

his	message	should	be	avoided.	



 
Godly teachers will display good “fruit” such as making disciples 

(Matthew 28:19), using their gifts to benefit others (Romans 12:4–8), 
leading lost people to Jesus (James 5:20), loving their fellow 
believers (1 John 3:14), and seeking humble ways to do good 

everywhere (Jeremiah 29:7). All of these things are indications of a 
good heart. 

 
Often, people profess faith in Jesus as Savior, but it is a mere 
profession with no real faith. Some religious groups encourage 

baptism, confirmation, or other religious rites that are supposed 
to ensure one’s future in heaven. But as time goes on, the fruit 
being produced in such a life looks nothing like what is clearly 

prescribed in the Bible (1 Peter 1:16). Some attend church 
services but spend the rest of their time living entirely for 

themselves. Some may rise to prominence, even teaching or 
preaching, writing books, or dominating the media, but the fruit 

of their lives belies their words (Matthew 24:24). Greed, 
deception, immorality, pride, or dishonesty defines them, 

making them false prophets by Jesus’ standards (2 Peter 2:1–3). 
 

While	we	can	never	know	anyone	else’s	heart,	we	can	
make	wise	assessments	about	other	people	by	observing	
the	regular	fruit	of	their	lives.	All	of	us	stumble	from	

time	to	time,	and	we	may	go	through	seasons	of	bearing	
little	fruit	(1	John	1:8).	But	1	John	3:4–10	makes	it	clear	
that	those	who	know	God	will	not	continue	a	lifestyle	of	
bearing	bad	fruit.	We	have	been	transformed,	and	the	
fruit	of	our	lives	is	evidence	of	that	transformation.		

Apple trees don’t produce bananas, and strawberry plants don’t produce figs. This 
fact of nature is also true in the spiritual realm. We can identify those whose hearts 

have been redeemed by the fruit we see in their lives. 

 



Who Are We Supposed to Judge         
According to Their Fruit? 

Apr 30, 2019 

The following is from The MacArthur New Testament Commentary on Matthew 7. 

  

You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered 
from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they? Even so, 
every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad 

fruit. A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree 
produce good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. So then, you will know them 

by their fruits. (Matthew 7:16–20) 

After warning about false prophets, Jesus 
tells us what to watch for in identifying 
them. Because they are so extremely 
deceptive and dangerous ravenous spiritual 
and moral wolves in sheep’s clothing - the 
Lord would hardly have left us without 
means of determining who they are. 
Jesus assures us that we will know them by 
their fruits. A fruit tree may be beautiful, 
decorative, and offer pleasant shade in the 
summer. But its primary purpose is to bear 



fruit, and it is therefore judged by what it 
produces and not by how it looks. (That 
understanding is the key to interpreting 
John 15 properly.) 
Similarly a prophet - used in this passage in 
the broadest sense of one who speaks for 
God - is judged by his life, not simply by his 
appearance or his words. The kind of 
person he really is cannot help being 
revealed.  
Some false prophets are noticeably spurious and only the most gullible person 
would be taken in by them. Others conceal their true nature with remarkable skill, 
and only careful observation will expose them for what they are. But there is a 
true assurance in the statement you will know them. There is no need to be 
deceived if we look closely. 

It is the cleverly deceptive false prophet that Jesus is speaking about here. No 
one needs help in deciding that a tree is bad if it bears shriveled, discolored, and 
obviously rotten fruit-or no fruit at all. It is the tree that appears to bear good fruit, 
but does not, that is deceptive. 

It is possible for grapes to be stuck on thorn bushes and for figs to be stuck 
on thistles. From a distance they might appear to be growing on real fruit trees. 
Because the fruit is genuine, naive persons might conclude that the tree itself 
also has to be genuine. 

It is possible for real Christians to be taken in by false prophets. When believers 
are careless about study of and obedience to the Word, lazy about prayer, and 



uncritical about the things of God, it is easy for them to be deceived by someone 
who pretends to be orthodox-especially if he is pleasant, positive, and 
permissive. When that happens, they are in danger of 
becoming grapes on thorn bushes and figs on thistles. Satan loves to use 
God’s own people to promote his evil work, seeking, if it were possible, even to 
snatch them from their heavenly Father (Matt. 24:24). 

It is also possible for a tree itself to bear fruit that is colorful, well formed, and 
attractive, but which is bitter, distasteful, and even poisonous. That kind of bad 
tree with its bad fruit is much harder to judge than thorn bushes that 
have grapes on them or thistles that have figs on them. In the second case, 
both the tree and the fruit appear to be genuine. What it bears has to be 
examined carefully to determine if it is good fruit or bad fruit. A mature believe 
who has developed discernment can spot the bad tree and bad fruit (Heb. 5:14). 

Judging the fruit of false prophets, of course, is not nearly so easy as judging fruit 
in an orchard. But from Scripture we discover at least three primary tests we can 
apply in order to know. They are in the areas of character, creed, and converts. 

Our Lord closes this potent section with an affirming repetition of verse 16, so 
then, you will know them by their fruits. Thus we are once again called to be 
discerning when listening to preachers who call us to the broad way that leads to 
death and hell. 

 

 

What did Jesus mean by "you will 
know them by their fruit?" 



by Luke Wayne 
5/1/2017 

"Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn 
bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad 
tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good 
fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. So then, 
you will know them by their fruits," (Matthew 7:15-20). 

Jesus' words here are a powerful warning that there are many who come in His name who are 
actively seeking to lead us away from the truth, and we are to be on guard against this threat. 
Wolves are not a thing that sheep should only concern themselves with when things get 
obviously bad. Sheep must always be alert and ready for such predators. And if the wolves can 
dress up as sheep, the threat becomes infinitely more severe. Jesus chose very strong words here 
to emphasize our need to be ever vigilant against a subtle but hostile threat to us and our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 

But how are we to identify a threat like this? If the false prophet looks and acts exactly like a 
sheep, and is only inwardly a wolf, how do we figure it out? We cannot see the contents of the 
heart. Jesus, therefore, gave us a sign to look for: "You will know them by their fruits." This, of 
course, raises a further question. What are the fruits? The Gospel of Luke gives us additional 
details that help to clarify: 

"For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit, nor, on the other hand, a bad tree 
which produces good fruit. For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather 
figs from thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush. The good man out of the good 
treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure 
brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart," (Luke 6:43-
45). 

We, therefore, will know the prophet by what he speaks. What comes out of his mouth will give 
him away. He may appear clean and upright to us on the outside in every way, but if deceit and 
falsehood are in his heart, this false teaching, false prophecy, and others perversions of the truth 
will come out of his mouth. The fruit of a fig tree is figs. The fruit of a grape fine is grapes. The 
fruit of a prophet is his prophecy. Jesus elsewhere said: 

"Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the 
tree is known by its fruit. You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is 
good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. The good man brings out of 
his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil. 
But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for 
it in the day of judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you 
will be condemned," (Matthew 12:33-37). 

James, seemingly drawing on Jesus' words, offered similar words about what the fruit is that 
exposes the heart: 



"But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison. With it we 
bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness 
of God; from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things 
ought not to be this way. Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and 
bitter water? Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor can 
salt water produce fresh," (James 3:8-12). 

God used a related analogy when He was addressing the false prophets of Jeremiah's day: 

"'I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy falsely in My name, saying, ‘I 
had a dream, I had a dream!’ How long? Is there anything in the hearts of the prophets 
who prophesy falsehood, even these prophets of the deception of their own heart, who 
intend to make My people forget My name by their dreams which they relate to one 
another, just as their fathers forgot My name because of Baal? The prophet who has a 
dream may relate his dream, but let him who has My word speak My word in truth. What 
does straw have in common with grain?' declares the Lord. 'Is not My word like fire?' 
declares the Lord, 'and like a hammer which shatters a rock? Therefore behold, I am 
against the prophets,' declares the Lord, 'who steal My words from each other. Behold, I 
am against the prophets,' declares the Lord, 'who use their tongues and declare, ‘The Lord 
declares.’ Behold, I am against those who have prophesied false dreams,' declares the 
Lord, 'and related them and led My people astray by their falsehoods and reckless 
boasting; yet I did not send them or command them, nor do they furnish this people the 
slightest benefit,' declares the Lord," (Jeremiah 23:25-32). 

Especially note the phrase, "The prophet who has a dream may relate his dream, but let him who 
has My word speak My word in truth. What does straw have in common with grain?" The 
genuine word of the LORD is life-sustaining grain while the false prophets bring forward only a 
dead, dry stalk. Again, you will know the true and false prophet by the content of their words. 
Elsewhere, Jesus plainly warned: 

"for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order 
to lead astray, if possible, the elect. But take heed; behold, I have told you everything in 
advance," (Mark 13:22-23). 

We must hold the words of every professing Christian leader to the teachings of Christ and the 
words of Scripture. The human heart longs for the new and novel, but God's word is sufficient, 
and we have been warned to flee from those who contradict it or go beyond it. It doesn't matter 
how nice a guy it is. It doesn't matter how holy, prayerful, and pious a life they appear to live. It 
doesn't matter how much they look like a sheep. The things they teach will give them away, and 
Jesus told us to examine the fruit of their mouth rather than merely the white, wooly clothes of 
their lives. Peter further warns us: 

"But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers 
among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who 
bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. Many will follow their 
sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; and in their greed 
they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their 
destruction is not asleep," (2 Peter 2:1-3). 



These false prophets and false teachers come secretly to introduce destructive heresies. It is their 
teaching that is so dangerous, and it is their teaching that we need to be careful to evaluate. John 
likewise says: 

"Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of 
God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and 
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, 
of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. You are from 
God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he 
who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and 
the world listens to them. We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is 
not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of 
error," (1 John 4:1-6). 

What they say about Jesus, what they teach us to believe, what comes out of their mouth; these 
are the fruits that expose the hidden wolf. People living in openly and obviously sinful lifestyles 
certainly should also be rejected as prophets and teachers, but there is no subtly or secrecy to that 
kind of perversion. The most deadly wolf, the one against which we are so carefully warned, is 
the one who looks like a sheep. We spot him by the content of His teaching, which means we 
must know the truth ourselves and be careful to listen to the words that professing Christian 
leaders are saying. As Paul said: 

"But even if we or an angel from heaven should proclaim to you a gospel contrary to what 
we proclaimed to you, let that one be accursed! As we have said before, so now I repeat, if 
anyone proclaims to you a gospel contrary to what you received, let that one be accursed!" 
(Galatians 1:8-9). 

This has always been the test of the true and false prophet. As God spoke through Moses: 

"If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 
and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us 
go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,’ you shall not listen 
to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God is testing 
you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 
You shall follow the Lord your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, 
listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. But that prophet or that dreamer of 
dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the Lord your God 
who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to 
seduce you from the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So you 
shall purge the evil from among you," (Deuteronomy 13:1-5). 

And also: 

"But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name which I have not 
commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall 
die.’ You may say in your heart, ‘How will we know the word which the Lord has not 
spoken?’ When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not come about 



or come true, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it 
presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him," (Deuteronomy 18:20-22). 

The Prophet who says things in God's name that are untrue or predicts things in the LORD's 
name that don't happen is a false prophet. The Prophet who leads us away from the true, biblical 
God is a false Prophet. The content of their words is what gives them away. We know them by 
their fruit. 

This is certainly what the earliest Churches understood Jesus to mean. In one of the earliest 
Christian writings outside the New Testament, we read: 

"Whosoever, therefore, shall come and teach you all these things that have been said 
before, receive him; but if the teacher himself be perverted and teach a different doctrine to 
the destruction thereof, hear him not.," (Didache, Chapter 11). 

Likewise in another ancient Christian writing, we find: 

"Every one that teaches anything beyond what is commanded, though he be [deemed] 
worthy of credit, though he be in the habit of fasting, though he live in continence, though 
he work miracles, though he have the gift of prophecy, let him be in thy sight as a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing," (Pseudo-Ignatius, Epistle to Hero the Deacon, Chapter 2).1 

And Tertullian, the early Latin Theologian, wrote: 

"But let us rather be mindful of the sayings of the Lord, and of the letters of the apostles; 
for they have both told us beforehand that there shall be heresies, and have given us, in 
anticipation, warnings to avoid them; and inasmuch as we are not alarmed because they 
exist, so we ought not to wonder that they are capable of doing that, on account of which 
they must be shunned. The Lord teaches us that many 'ravening wolves shall come in 
sheep’s clothing.' Now, what are these sheep’s clothing’s, but the external surface of the 
Christian profession? Who are the ravening wolves but those deceitful senses and spirits 
which are lurking within to waste the flock of Christ? Who are the false prophets but 
deceptive predictors of the future? Who are the false apostles but the preachers of a 
spurious gospel?" (Tertullian, The Prescription Against Heretics, Chapter 4). 

We must, therefore, be on guard. We must be devoted to the Scriptures, to the gospel, and to the 
Lord. We must not be deceived by outward appearances of righteousness, not by novel and 
intriguing new ideas and practices, not even by what appear to be powerful miracles and 
prophetic insights. We must hold fast to the good news of Jesus Christ and the plain teachings of 
scripture. Jesus thought this was important enough to warn us about. The Apostles and Prophets 
echoed it. Let's regard it as important enough to keep ever before our minds, lest we be led 
astray. Our Lord graciously warned us in advance. Look at the fruit. 

  

Inside the Bible 

Jesus said 
Matthew 7:22-23, "Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 



name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And then 
I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’" 

Paul said 
1 Timothy 4:1, "But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the 
faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons." 

The Author to the Hebrews said 
Hebrews 13:8-9, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Do not be carried 
away by varied and strange teachings." 

Jude said 
Jude 17-21, "But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they were saying to you, 'In the last time there will be 
mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts.' These are the ones who cause divisions, 
worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit. But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life." 
  

Inside CARM 

How do you identify a false teacher? 
We can identify a false teacher or a false prophet by examining first and foremost their teaching 
and secondly their behavior in light of Scripture. If what they are teaching is not consistent with 
what the Holy Spirit has plainly revealed in Scripture, they are a false teacher and are to be 
ignored, even if they live extraordinary lives, even if they appear to have supernatural insight, or 
even if they seem to work great miracles. 

How do you protect your family against false teachers? 
It is difficult to be a people of truth in a world of falsehood, and it is right for a man to be 
concerned not only for himself but also for his wife and children. The Bible does not leave us to 
wander in the dark, however. There are some basic steps that we can take to guard our children 
in their youth and to prepare them to stand firm in maturity as they grow up and leave our homes. 

 

 
 
	
	
 

Help Wanted (Matthew 9:35-38) 



		
I	am	launching	this	series	on	evangelism	because	I	have	been	burdened	for	a	long	time	
about	how	few	we	see	as	a	church	coming	to	saving	faith	in	Jesus	Christ.	I	often	wrestle	
with	the	question,	“What	kind	of	impact	are	we	having	on	this	godless	city?”	While	we	are	
commendable	in	our	emphasis	on	world	missions,	it	seems	to	me	that	we	are	weak	in	
outreach	to	our	own	“Jerusalem.”	

I	feel	that	I	am	most	at	fault	in	this	problem.	While	I	try	to	preach	the	gospel	often	from	the	
pulpit,	I	am	not	a	good	example	in	personal	evangelism.	For	more	than	40	years,	I	have	
prayed	that	God	would	use	me	to	lead	others	to	Christ.	I’ve	gone	to	training	seminars	and	
read	many	books	on	the	subject.	I	pray	for	my	neighbors,	that	I	could	see	them	come	to	
Christ.	But	I	often	fail	when	opportunities	to	share	Christ	come	up.	I	usually	think	of	what	
I	could	have	said	about	two	hours	too	late!	
Also,	I’m	so	busy	with	the	work	of	the	church	that	I	lack	contacts	with	lost	people.	But	even	
when	I	have	tried	in	the	past,	my	attempts	at	evangelism	have	been	colossal	failures.	But	I	
want	to	keep	trying.	So	this	series	is	not	just	for	you.	It’s	especially	for	me.	

I’m	going	to	begin	by	focusing	on	our	motivation	for	sharing	Christ	with	others.	In	
subsequent	messages,	we’ll	look	at	the	message,	and	then	at	
the	method.	Regarding	motivation,	if	we	want	to	be	effective	channels	for	the	good	news,	we	
need	to	ask	God	to	give	us	the	heart	that	Jesus	had	for	lost	people.	We	see	His	heart	
in	Matthew	9:36,	“Seeing	the	people,	He	felt	compassion	on	them,	because	they	were	
distressed	and	dispirited	like	sheep	without	a	shepherd.”	Jesus	goes	on	to	say	that	the	
harvest	is	plentiful,	but	the	workers	are	few;	thus	(v.	38)	the	disciples	should	pray	for	the	
Lord	to	send	workers	into	the	harvest.	
C.	H.	Spurgeon	said	that	verse	38	weighed	on	his	heart	more	than	any	other	text	in	the	
Bible!	He	said	that	it	haunted	him	perpetually	(Metropolitan	Tabernacle	Pulpit	[Pilgrim	
Publications],	19:466).	So	I	pray	that	this	simple	message	will	haunt	us:	

	

We	need	to	see	as	Jesus	saw	and	feel	as	
Jesus	felt	so	that	we	will	do	as	Jesus	did.	
Verse	35	gives	us	a	summary	of	Jesus’	ministry	at	that	time	(almost	identical	with	Matt.	
4:23).	He	was	going	through	all	of	the	villages,	teaching,	proclaiming	the	gospel,	and	healing	



every	kind	of	disease	and	sickness.	Then,	verses	36-38	report	a	specific	incident	on	one	of	
those	occasions,	when	Jesus	saw	the	crowds,	perhaps	as	they	approached	Him,	felt	
compassion	for	them,	and	then	gave	this	charge	to	His	disciples.	The	first	lesson	is…	
1. We need to see as Jesus saw. 

Presumably,	Jesus	and	the	disciples	saw	the	same	scene:	the	approaching	crowd	of	people.	
But	Jesus	saw	them	with	different	eyes	than	the	disciples	did.	

A. JESUS SAW THE GREAT NEED OF LOST PEOPLE (9:36). 

Probably	there	was	nothing	unusual	about	the	crowd	that	approached	Jesus	and	the	
disciples	that	day.	There	may	have	been	a	few	more	sick	and	disabled	people	than	in	a	
normal	crowd,	but	no	more	than	there	had	been	on	previous	days.	But	the	disciples	
probably	thought,	as	they	did	on	another	occasion	when	the	needs	were	overwhelming	
(Matt.	14:15),	“Send	them	away!”	But	Jesus	saw	them	differently	and	He	felt	compassion	for	
them.	
Years	ago,	some	researchers	decided	to	find	out	if	seminary	students	are	Good	Samaritans.	
They	met	individually	with	40	ministerial	students	under	the	pretense	of	doing	a	study	of	
careers	in	the	church.	Each	student	was	instructed	to	walk	to	a	nearby	building	to	deliver	
an	impromptu	talk	into	a	tape	recorder.	Some	were	told	to	talk	on	the	Good	Samaritan	
parable,	while	others	were	told	to	talk	about	their	career	concerns.	

Meanwhile,	the	researchers	planted	an	actor	along	the	path	who,	as	a	seminarian	
approached,	groaned	and	slumped	to	the	ground.	They	found	that	more	than	half	of	the	
students	walked	right	on	by!	The	researchers	noted,	“Some	who	were	planning	their	
dissertation	on	the	Good	Samaritan,	literally	stepped	over	the	slumped	body	as	they	
hurried	along.”	(Cited	by	William	McRae,	The	Dynamics	of	Spiritual	Gifts	[Zondervan],	p.	
54.)	
Probably	your	first	reaction	to	that	story,	as	mine	was,	is	to	think,	“How	could	these	
students	be	so	hard-hearted	as	to	ignore	this	hurting	man?	I	would	never	do	that!”	But	my	
hunch	is	that	those	students	represent	most	of	us.	They	were	so	preoccupied	with	
themselves	and	the	immediate	pressure	that	they	faced	(to	deliver	a	talk)	that	they	did	not	
see	the	obvious	need	of	this	man	in	their	path.	And	so	they	did	not	stop	to	help	him.	They	
did	not	see	him	as	Jesus	would	have	seen	him.	How	did	Jesus	see	people?	

Jesus	saw	lost	people	as	distressed.	The	word	means	“troubled”	or	“vexed.”	It	points	to	the	
load	of	problems	that	people	apart	from	Christ	bear.	Do	you	ever	look	carefully	into	



people’s	faces	when	you’re	in	public?	If	you	do,	you’ll	see	a	lot	of	distressed,	troubled	
people.	
Jesus	saw	lost	people	as	dispirited.	The	word	means,	“downcast”	or	“thrown	down.”	It	points	
to	the	utterly	helpless	and	forsaken	condition	of	people	who	are	lost	in	sin	without	the	
Savior.	Philip	Keller,	in	A	Shepherd	Looks	at	Psalm	23	[Zondervan],	describes	how	sheep	can	
get	turned	over	on	their	backs	and	not	be	able	to	get	up	by	themselves	again.	Such	sheep	
are	called	“cast”	or	“cast	down”	sheep	(p.	60).	These	sheep	flail	at	the	air	with	their	legs,	but	
they	can’t	get	back	on	their	feet	without	the	aid	of	the	shepherd.	Left	in	this	condition,	
helpless	and	vulnerable	to	their	enemies,	they	will	die	after	a	few	hours	or	days.	
What	a	picture	of	sinners	apart	from	the	Good	Shepherd,	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ!	Outwardly,	
they	may	look	calm	and	comfortable.	They	may	be	successful	in	worldly	terms.	But	Jesus	
sees	their	hearts	before	God.	They’re	“legs	up,”	unable	to	extricate	themselves	from	their	
sin.	They	are	downcast	or	dispirited.	They	may	look	normal	outwardly,	but	inwardly	they	
are,	as	Paul	describes	them	(Eph.	2:12),	without	“hope	and	without	God	in	the	world.”	
Jesus	saw	lost	people	as	sheep	without	a	shepherd.	The	Jewish	religious	leaders	should	have	
been	shepherding	these	people,	pointing	them	to	God.	But	instead	they	were	self-righteous	
and	self-seeking,	looking	down	on	the	common	people	as	sinners	(John	9:24-34).	They	
were	fleecing	the	flock,	not	shepherding	them	with	compassion	(Ezekiel	34;	Matthew	23).	
They	viewed	the	people	as	a	bother.	But	Jesus	viewed	them	as	sheep	needing	a	shepherd.	
Years	ago	there	was	a	heart-rending	story	in	the	news	(cited	by	Charles	Hembree,	Fruits	of	
the	Spirit	[Baker],	pp.	25-26).	A	young	father,	James	Lee,	shot	himself	in	a	tavern	phone	
booth.	Minutes	before	he	had	called	a	reporter	and	told	him	that	he	had	sent	the	paper	an	
envelope	outlining	his	story.	The	frantic	reporter	tried	to	trace	the	call,	but	it	was	too	late.	
When	the	police	arrived,	the	young	man	was	slumped	over	with	a	bullet	through	his	head.	
In	his	pockets	was	a	child’s	crayon	drawing,	much	folded	and	worn.	On	it	was	written,	
“Please	leave	in	my	coat	pocket.	I	want	to	have	it	buried	with	me.”	The	drawing	was	signed	
in	childish	print	by	the	man’s	daughter,	Shirley,	who	had	died	in	a	fire	five	months	before.	
The	father	had	been	so	grief-stricken	that	he	had	asked	total	strangers	to	attend	his	
daughter’s	funeral	so	she	would	have	a	nice	service.	He	said	there	was	no	family	to	attend	
since	Shirley’s	mother	had	died	when	the	child	was	two.	And	so	when	he	called	the	
reporter	just	before	he	took	his	life,	Lee	said	that	all	he	had	in	life	was	gone	and	he	felt	so	
alone.	

When	we	hear	a	heart-breaking	story	like	that,	we	all	would	respond,	“I	would	have	shown	
love	to	that	lonely,	hurting	man!”	And	we	would—if	we	could	have	seen	his	need	in	time.	
But,	hurting	people	do	not	wear	neon	signs	blinking,	“Love	me!	I’m	hurting!”	We	probably	



have	hurting	people	here	every	week.	Do	we	step	over	them	on	our	way	to	talk	with	our	
friends?	Or,	do	we	see	them	as	Jesus	saw	these	people,	as	distressed,	dispirited,	and	as	
sheep	without	a	shepherd?	

B. JESUS SAW THE GREAT HARVEST OF LOST PEOPLE (9:37). 

He	said,	“The	harvest	is	plentiful.”	This	was	an	important	concept	that	Jesus	wanted	His	
disciples	to	grasp.	On	another	occasion,	after	speaking	with	the	Samaritan	woman	by	the	
well,	He	told	the	disciples	(John	4:35),	“lift	up	your	eyes	and	look	on	the	fields,	that	they	are	
white	for	harvest.”	He	repeated	it	again	as	He	sent	out	the	seventy	for	ministry	(Luke	10:2).	
And	He	told	the	fearful	apostle	Paul	to	go	on	preaching	in	Corinth,	explaining	(Acts	18:10),	
“for	I	have	many	people	in	this	city.”	There	was	a	harvest	waiting	to	be	reaped.	The	harvest	
doesn’t	depend	on	our	techniques,	but	on	God’s	sovereign	purpose.	He	has	planned	a	
harvest	and	He	calls	us	to	get	involved	as	reapers.	
We	practically	deny	the	truth	of	Jesus’	words	whenever	we	think	(I	am	often	guilty	of	this!),	
“He	wouldn’t	want	to	hear	about	Christ!”	“She	would	be	offended	if	I	talked	to	her	about	
spiritual	things!”	How	do	you	know	that?	Jesus	said	that	the	harvest	is	plentiful.	It’s	God’s	
job	to	open	hearts	to	the	gospel	(Acts	16:14).	It’s	our	job	to	go	into	the	harvest	field	and	
seek	to	reap	a	crop.	
So	Jesus	saw	the	great	need	of	lost	people.	He	saw	the	great	harvest	of	lost	people.	Also,	

C. JESUS SAW THE GREAT NEED FOR WORKERS FOR THE HARVEST (9:37B). 

“The	workers	are	few.”	Jesus	has	changed	metaphors	here.	First,	He	used	the	metaphor	of	
sheep.	But,	now,	it’s	a	harvest.	These	two	metaphors	show	two	sides	of	the	matter:	The	
sheep	and	the	shepherd	show	man’s	need	met	by	God.	The	good	shepherd	seeks	out	lost	
sheep	and	ministers	to	them.	The	harvest	and	the	workers	show	God’s	“need”	met	by	man:	
God	uses	saved	people	to	save	other	people.	(This	insight	is	from	G.	Campbell	Morgan,	The	
Analyzed	Bible	[Baker],	pp.	124-125.)	
Jesus’	viewpoint	is	that	of	a	farmer	who	has	a	great	crop	ready	for	harvest,	but	he	doesn’t	
have	enough	reapers.	It’s	an	interesting	picture,	isn’t	it?	On	the	one	hand,	the	Lord	will	
accomplish	all	of	His	purpose,	which	includes	the	salvation	of	His	elect	(Eph.	1:3-11).	And	
yet,	at	the	same	time,	He	has	chosen	to	save	lost	people	through	those	whom	He	has	
already	saved.	He	could	have	used	angels,	who	probably	would	have	been	more	competent	
than	we	are.	But	He	chose	to	use	us!	And	so	the	plentiful	harvest	means	that	there	is	a	need	
for	more	workers.	



Here’s	the	kicker:	If	you	are	one	of	Jesus’	sheep,	He	wants	you	to	see	yourself	as	a	worker	in	
His	harvest.	It	is	not	by	accident	that	the	very	next	thing	in	Matthew’s	
gospel	is	for	Jesus	to	summon	the	twelve	and	appoint	them	to	ministry.	
Up	to	this	point,	Jesus	has	done	all	of	the	ministry	while	the	disciples	
have	watched.	But	now	He	gets	the	disciples	involved.	

And	if	you’re	thinking,	“But	I’m	not	called	into	full-time	
ministry,”	you	don’t	understand.	The	workers	in	the	Lord’s	
harvest	are	not	just	those	in	so-called	“full-time”	ministry.	
Rather,	they	are	those	who	have	tasted	of	God’s	salvation	

telling	others	of	what	He	has	done	for	their	soul.	

Or,	has	often	has	been	said,	it	is	one	beggar	telling	another	
beggar	where	he	can	find	bread.		

Jesus	wants	you	to	open	your	eyes	and	see	the	great	
harvest	around	you	so	that	you	will	be	a	worker	reaping	

souls	who	need	the	Good	Shepherd.	

So	to	be	like	our	Savior,	we	need	to	see	as	Jesus	saw:	the	great	need	of	lost	people;	the	great	
harvest	of	lost	people;	and,	the	great	need	for	more	workers	in	the	harvest	of	lost	people.		

Seeing	as	Jesus	saw	will	lead	us	to	the	second	step:	

2. We need to feel as Jesus felt. 

Note	the	link	in	verse	36,	“Seeing	the	people,	He	felt	
compassion	for	them….”	The	Greek	verb	translated,	“felt	
compassion,”	is	used	frequently	of	Jesus	in	the	Gospels.	
It	is	related	to	a	noun	meaning,	“inward	parts,”	or,	as	we	
might	say	in	the	vernacular,	“guts.”	Deep	down	inside,	
Jesus	felt	for	these	people.	He	didn’t	angrily	blame	them	for	the	mess	that	
they	were	in,	although	He	could	have	done	so.	Rather,	He	felt	compassion	for	them.	



Do	we	feel	compassion	for	sinners,	or	do	we	shrug	and	think,	“It’s	their	own	fault”?	I	read	
about	a	bold	pastor	who	began	his	sermon,	“I’d	like	to	make	three	points	today.	First,	there	
are	millions	of	people	around	the	world	who	are	going	to	go	to	hell.	Second,	most	of	us	
sitting	here	today	don’t	give	a	damn	about	that.”	After	a	long	pause,	he	continued,	“My	third	
point	is	that	you	are	more	concerned	that	I,	your	pastor,	said	the	word	‘damn’	than	you	are	
about	the	millions	going	to	hell.”	(Reader’s	Digest	[May,	1979],	p.	127.)		
	
That	was	a	tricky	way	of	showing	how	we	get	so	worked	up	
about	the	trivial	and	are	indifferent	about	the	significant.															
	
We	should	feel	as	Jesus	felt	about	lost	people.	
Years	ago,	a	woman	missionary	went	to	Tunis	in	North	Africa,	where	she	tried	to	reach	
Muslims	for	Christ.	She	met	with	little	success,	as	often	seems	to	be	the	case	in	Muslim	
countries.	But	she	persisted,	above	all	trying	to	love	those	to	whom	she	witnessed.	

One	Muslim	boy	came	to	her	home	every	week	for	English	lessons.	As	she	taught	him	
English,	she	tried	to	tell	him	about	Jesus,	but	he	was	unmoved.	Finally,	the	summer	before	
he	was	to	go	away	to	the	university	came,	and	he	dropped	his	English	sessions.	One	day,	
just	before	his	departure,	he	came	to	say	goodbye	to	the	missionary	for	the	final	time.	They	
had	tea	together	and	she	told	him	again	of	the	love	of	Jesus.	But	while	he	was	polite,	he	was	
adamant	in	resisting	the	gospel.	

At	last,	he	bid	farewell	and	headed	down	to	path	through	the	garden,	leading	to	the	outside	
gate.	Here	he	stopped	and	looked	back	and	he	saw	his	teacher	standing	in	the	doorway	
looking	after	him	with	tears	streaming	down	her	face.	He	could	resist	no	longer.	Her	tears	
conquered	the	rebellion	in	his	heart.	He	returned	up	the	path	and	into	her	living	room,	
where	he	trusted	in	Christ	as	His	Savior	(told	by	James	Boice,	The	Gospel	of	
John	[Zondervan],	p.	771).	
	
While	I	am	not	one	to	show	tears	easily,	people	can	sense	whether	you	
care	about	them	or	not.	If	they	feel	your	love,	they	will	
be	more	inclined	to	listen	to	your	message.	We	need	to	
see	needy	people	as	Jesus	saw	them.	And	we	need	to	feel	
compassion	for	them	as	Jesus	felt.	



	

3. We need to do as Jesus did. 

What	did	Jesus	do?	He	ministered	to	people’s	needs	and	He	prayed	for	more	workers.	

A. JESUS MINISTERED TO PEOPLE’S SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL NEEDS. 

Ministry	is	not	a	“stained-glass”	word	that	applies	only	to	
those	called	into	“professional”	Christian	work.	“Ministry”	
means	“service.”	Every	Christian	is	called	to	serve	Christ.	
He	has	given	you	unique	gifts	and	opportunities.	You	are	
to	take	what	He	has	given	you	and	use	it	to	serve	those	

with	whom	He	has	put	you	in	contact.	

Matthew	summarizes	Jesus’	ministry	by	three	things	(9:35):	He	was	teaching,	proclaiming	
the	gospel	of	the	kingdom,	and	healing	every	kind	of	disease	and	sickness.	Not	everyone	
is	gifted	to	teach	publicly,	but	in	private	conversation	you	should	be	able	
to	teach	others	what	God	has	taught	you	from	His	Word.	If	your	friend	makes	
a	comment	about	God	or	Jesus	or	eternal	life	that	is	contrary	to	Scripture,	you	can	use	the	
opportunity	to	say,	“Why	do	you	think	that?	Would	you	mind	if	I	shared	what	God’s	Word	
says	about	that	subject?”	So	you	serve	by	teaching.	

	Again,	not	everyone	is	called	to	preach	the	gospel	publicly,	but	
every	believer	should	be	ready	when	the	opportunity	presents	
itself	to	tell	others	how	they	can	have	their	sins	forgiven	and	go	
to	heaven	(1	Pet.	3:15).	I’ll	share	more	about	the	message	of	the	gospel	next	
week.		
But	in	briefest	form	it	is:	We	all	have	sinned	against	the	
holy	God	and	we	deserve	His	punishment.	No	amount	of	
good	works	can	pay	our	debt.	But	in	love,	God	sent	His	
Son	Jesus	to	bear	the	penalty	that	we	deserved.	We	must	
turn	from	our	sins	and	trust	in	Jesus	as	our	sin-bearer.	
God	gives	eternal	life	as	a	free	gift	to	all	who	trust	in	



Jesus.	Learn	some	verses	and	some	illustrations	to	go	
with	each	of	those	points	and	you	can	minister	to	
everyone’s	greatest	need,	to	be	reconciled	to	God	
through	Jesus	Christ.	
	
Jesus	also	healed	the	sick,	which	authenticated	His	claim	to	be	the	promised	Messiah	(Matt.	
11:2-6).	While	no	one	today	has	a	gift	of	healing	on	a	par	with	Jesus	or	the	apostles,	we	can	
pray	for	the	sick	and	know	that	sometimes	God	will	heal	them.	We	can	minister	to	people’s	
physical	needs	in	practical	ways	(Matt.	25:34-40).		
	
If	we	do	as	Jesus	did,	we	will	minister	to	people’s	spiritual	and	physical	needs.	
 

B. JESUS PRAYED FOR MORE WORKERS. 

Maybe	you’re	thinking,	“Wait	a	minute!	The	text	does	not	say	that	Jesus	prayed	for	more	
workers.	It	says	that	He	commanded	the	disciples	to	pray	for	workers.”	True!	But	Jesus	
didn’t	command	the	disciples	to	do	something	which	He	Himself	had	
not	done.	Luke	(6:12-13)	tells	us	that	before	Jesus	called	the	twelve	
apostles,	He	spent	the	entire	night	in	prayer.	Surely,	in	part	He	was	
asking	the	Father	for	workers	for	the	harvest.	

But	whether	He	prayed	for	more	workers	or	not,	you	cannot	dispute	that	He	commands	us	
to	pray	for	more	workers.	Do	you	do	that?	Do	you	pray	that	the	Lord	would	raise	up	and	
send	out	workers	from	this	church?	Maybe	they	will	serve	in	the	ministries	of	the	church	
here	locally.	Maybe	God	will	send	them	to	another	culture	or	country	with	the	gospel.	But	
in	some	mysterious	fashion	that	I	do	not	understand,	God	works	through	our	
prayers.	If	we	all	prayed	for	more	workers,	maybe	we	would	
have	more	people	wanting	to	serve	than	we	had	openings	for	
service!	That	would	be	a	unique	problem,	wouldn’t	it!	

But	let	me	warn	you:	Praying	for	workers	for	the	harvest	is	dangerous	business!	Many	
years	ago	a	well-known	pastor	named	Dr.	Legters	was	walking	down	the	street	with	$50	in	
his	pocket.	He	met	a	missionary	home	on	furlough	who	said,	“Dr.	Legters,	I	think	it’s	
providential	that	we	met.	We’re	having	an	urgent	prayer	meeting	at	the	church	and	we’d	
love	to	have	you	join	us.”	Dr.	Legters	was	a	somewhat	brusque	man	and	before	they	went	to	



prayer	he	said,	“Let’s	not	pray	out	of	ignorance.	Let’s	pray	out	of	intelligence.	What	exactly	
do	you	need?”	The	missionary	replied,	“We	have	an	urgent	financial	need	for	$50.”	Dr.	
Legters	said,	“Fine,	let’s	pray.”They	prayed	all	the	way	around	the	circle	and	when	they	got	
through	one	missionary	said,	“I	don’t	feel	that	we’ve	really	laid	hold	of	the	Lord	in	this.		

Let’s	pray	some	more.”	So,	they	prayed	around	the	circle	the	second	time.	The	third	time	
around,	Dr.	Legters	said,	God	spoke	to	him.	He	said,	“Legters,	what	about	the	$50	in	your	
pocket?”	So	he	stopped	a	woman	in	the	middle	of	her	prayer	and	said,	“Hold	it!	God	
answered	your	prayer.”	He	pulled	out	the	$50	and	laid	it	on	the	table.	

When	he	told	about	this,	Dr.	Legters	pointed	his	finger	at	the	congregation	and	said,	“Ladies	
and	gentlemen,	it	is	a	dangerous	thing	to	pray!”	(Told	by	Howard	Hendricks,	Elijah	[Moody	
Press],	p.	50.)	It	still	is!	If	you	pray	for	workers	for	the	harvest,	
God	may	tap	you	on	the	shoulder	and	ask,	“What	about	
you?	Will	you	be	a	worker	in	My	harvest?”	
	
Conclusion 

What	is	our	motive	for	getting	involved	in	evangelism?	
Our	motive	is	the	great	love	of	our	Savior,	who	came	to	
this	sinful	world,	who	saw	the	great	needs	of	lost	people,	
who	felt	compassion	for	them,	and	who	served	them	

with	the	good	news	of	salvation.	If	you	have	experienced	
that	salvation,	then	you’re	one	of	His	workers	in	His	

harvest.	He	wants	you	to	see	as	He	saw,	to	feel	as	He	felt,	
and	to	do	as	He	did.	Love	lost	people	for	Jesus’	sake.	

Application Questions 

1. How	can	we	become	more	sensitive	to	the	needs	of	others?	What	practical	things	can	we	do	to	grow	in	this	

way?	



2. How	do	we	show	compassion	to	needy	people	without	creating	an	unhealthy	situation	where	they	become	

dependent	on	us?	What	guidelines	apply	here?	

3. Often	lost	people	seem	to	be	fairly	“together.”	How	can	we	make	an	opening	for	the	gospel	with	people	who	

don’t	seem	to	sense	their	need	for	it?	

4. How	can	a	Christian	know	whether	God	is	calling	him/her	into	“full	time”	Christian	work?	

 
 


