“Love’s Warning, Worship, & Warriors”
Hebrews 13:5-6
August, 4, 2019

PRAYER:

Pastor prays for eternal breakthroughs today…

PRAISE: VIDEO - Chris McClarney/“Breakthrough” (5.0)
INTRO:

What’s the BIG idea?
Ø How would you ASK that question?
o What’s going down in the world?
o What’s up with our worship?

*** Worship is never wasted. *** - JDP
Ø How would you ANSWER those questions?
Ø Today summarizes ALL of Hebrews…

BIG IDEA: Hebrews & the ALL of the Bible speak to
God’s Warnings, Worship, & Warriors!

PRAISE:

VIDEO – Crowder: “All My Hope” (3.75)

PREACHING:
Ø Today is a continuation of Hebrews…
Ø Remember our broader context:

§ Hebrews overall & Shift in ch.12 & 13
§ Focus on “living love lessons” in 13:1-6
• Verses 1-4a’s “5 Love DO’s”:
o Love your C brothers & sisters
o Love the strangers in your life
o Love the prisoners around you…
o Love all mistreated people
o Love your spouse w/ missional love
• Verses 4b-6 = “3 Love DON’Ts”
o DON’T Love sexually out of wedlock
o DON’T Love ANY perverse sexuality
o DON’T Love money or worldly ways
Ø Today is a summary of Hebrews…

o God’s Warning

• Man’s Uncontrollable Problem

o God’s Worship

• Christ’s Unbreakable Promise

o God’s Warriors

• The LORD’s Unstoppable People!

Ø Today = good news & bad news... depending
on how you walked in... and how you walk out:
o People
• Do you want to BE the people of God...
or do you want a god of the people?

o Prayer
• Are you all about wanting to pray... or
are your prayers all about your
wantings?
o Praise
• Are you praising God for healing your
dead & fickle heart... or are your praises
dead & coming from a fickle heart?
o Proclamation
• Does the proclamation stop your
rationalizations... or do your
rationalizations stop the proclamation?
o Purification
• Are you committed to the Bible’s
refining work on you... or are you
working on refining the Bible?

PRAYER:

Lord, please… walk us through Your Word!

So let me ask you a few opening QUESTIONs:
- What do you want?
- Why are you here?
- Where will you go from here?
- How will you get there?

*** Let me tell you a divine truth: you will never be happy

until you want what God gives you... more than you want
God to give you whatever else you think you want!
(cf. Solomon & Ecclesiastes!!! “Vanity, vanity...”
You are naturally wired to want sinfully & selfishly (Gal. 5)
and as Christ-followers you are supernaturally wired to want
(Fruit of the Spirit; Beatitudes; Great C’s; & armor of God...)

PREACHING:

Hebrews 13:5-6

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content
with what you have, for He has said, “I will never leave
you nor forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently say,
“The Lord is my helper; I will not fear;
what can man do to me?”
PREACH:
A. 5a = Exhorting Warning
B. 5b = Exhorting Worship
C. 6 = Exhorting Warriors

I. Exhorting WARNING
Keep your life free from love of money,
and
be content with what you have…

Covetousness is the desire for more,
whether we need it or not.
How would you answer:
A. Jesus plus what = Salvation?
B. Jesus plus what = Happiness?
> Any answer for “A” = heresy...
> Any answer(s) for “B” = Idolatry!

Contentment cannot come from material things, for they
can never satisfy the heart. Only God can do that

"Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance
of his possessions" (Luke 12:15, NIV).
Don’t do what so many others are doing & have done! - JDP
QUESTIONs worth considering…
Why do we drift?
Why do we disconnect?
Why do we dilly dally?
Why do we disobey?
Why do we deny & defy?
*** ANSWER:
1. We are not miraculously born again

OR
2. We are not content in/with Christ
> Stumble
> Sin
~ Unbelief
~ Rebellion
~ Selfishness
3. We are coveting more than Christ
> Stumble
> Sin
~ Pride
~ Idolatry
~ Petty-jealousy

It is a devouring sin:
"the deceitfulness of riches choke the Word" (Matthew 13:22).
You CANNOT love both silver & Savior! - Jesus & then JDP
> More sin...
> More safety
> More self
> More stuff
> More success
OR/vs.
> More sanctification
> More salvations
> More sending
> More serving
> More Savior
(See “the odd couple” & Romans 7!)

A. See the eternal contrast:
a. Natural vs. Supernatural
b. Old vs. New
c. Dead in sin vs. Alive in Christ…

PRAISE:

VIDEO – “Rising Sun / Amazing Grace”

(8.0)

B. “A – phileao – argoorah” = (no love of silver)
love of money that "is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by
longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced
themselves with many a pang" (1 Tim. 6:10).
a. It is longing after $ and trusting in it that is sinful.
b. Description of this sin:
a. Superficiality
b. Petty-Jealousy
c. Pure-Idolatry
d. Smeared & stained witness
e. Causes others to stumble (mill-stone…)
f. Leading others astray
g. Unbelief
h. Double-mindedness
i. Worldliness (friendship w/ the world)
j. Unappreciation
1. Cheapen gospel grace
2. Abuse God’s mercy
k. Disobedience
l. Selfishness
c. Danger of this sin… ENDLESS!

C. “be content with what you have”

It is the worldly, including the wealthy worldly,
who are poor, and it is believers, including
poor ones, who are rich.
“Those who walk through life on the narrow path… on the
faith-filled steps that lead to ‘satisfied-todays,’ will one day
crest the redemptive staircase of refining sanctification… and
there they will see what has become a lifetime of restored
satisfaction.” – JDP
a. Definition of CONTENT:
1. Seek God & God’s Worship
2. Know God & God’s Word
3. Trust God & God’s Will
4. Love God & God’s Ways
5. Want God & God’s Wants
b. “with what you have” is a HUGE condition:
1. NOT what you want, but what you have
2. God is saying: “Be content, knowing
that ‘what you have,’ regardless of your
situation is what I want you to have at
this moment (see Romans 8:28 – 29).
a.
b.
c.
d.

See Paul in throughout Acts
See Paul in 2 Corinthians 11
See Paul in Philippians 4
See Jesus in Hebrews 12:1-2

What kind of life do you think brings contentment? You might
assume it is one with few troubles or great success. You may
want good health, financial security, and a loving family.
Paul's life was not at all like this. He was in danger from
both his own countryman and the opposition (2 Corinthians
11:23-26). Sometimes the people listened, but more often, they
were hostile to his message. He also had a "thorn in the flesh"
which God refused to remove (2 Corinthians 12:7-9). And
Paul even spent considerable time in prison… Yet he boldly
wrote, "I have learned the secret of being content in any
and every situation" (Philippians 4:12).
The secret he discovered was to live on the basis of his position
in the Lord, not his feelings. As God's child, Paul knew he was
spiritually rich - "blessed . . . with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places in Christ" (Ephesians 1:3)… – Charles Stanley

PRAISE:

VIDEO – I Am They: “Raise A Hallelujah” (4.75)

PRAY: Lord, help us to CLEVE to Christ…
PRAISE: VIDEO – Christianaires “Don’t Ever Leave Me” (7.5)

II. Exhorting WORSHIP

PREACHING:

for He has said, “I will never leave you
nor forsake you.”
Ø God has once again SPOKEN to us! (Heb. 1:1-3)

PRAISE:

VIDEO – “Do It Again!”

(7.0)

a. These principled commands are built on GOD’s
preaching & promises! – JDP
i. The point here…communicate AUTHENTICITY
ii. The point here is to communicate AUTHORITY
iii. The point here is to communicate POWER
iv. The point here is to communicate PURPOSE
v. The point here is to communicate PROMISE!
Christians can be content in WHATEVER we have… because
we KNOW that in whatever we have, Christ has us! - JDP
…GOD “Himself has said:” (God has spoken!)
a. “I will NEVER leave/desert you!”
i. Hebrews 12:28-29 (ESV)
Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a
kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us
offer to God acceptable worship, with
reverence and awe,
29 for our God is a consuming fire.
ii. Matthew 28:20 & Acts 1:8

b. “I will NEVER forsake you!”
i. 2 Corinthians 4:9
ii. 2 Timothy 4:10
iii. Hebrews 10:25
Ø Note the EMPHATIC negative (4X)

PRAY: Lord, may we never forget this AWESOME promise!
PRAISE: VIDEO – Tauren W. “God’s Not Done… Yet”

(3.25)

III. Exhorting WARRIORS
PREACHING:
6

So we can confidently say,

Ø See here: God said… now we confidently say!
Ø Note: we SAY vs. just think or “do”
Ø Praise God! His Gospel changes EVERYTHING!

PRAISE:

VIDEO – Jordan Feliz “Changed”

(4.0)

PRAY: Lord, help us to truly live & love CHANGED!
PREACHING:

“The Lord is my helper;
I will not fear;
what can man do to me?”
A. The LORD is my helper;

Ø Just THINK about that statement for a minute…
Ø The LORD is our “HELPER”
Ø There isn’t ANYTHING you can’t do in-Christ!

Imagine having:
1. The song-writer… help you to sing the song…
2. The recipe-writer… help you to prepare the meal…
3. The story-writer… help you to understand the story..
4. The creation-Writer… help you exist in His creation!
a. He is the DEFINER
(…of life & love)
b. He is the DESIGNER (…of life & love)
c. He is the DEFENDER (…of life & love)
o Acts 1:8
o Philippians 4
o 2 Peter 1:3

PRAISE: VIDEO: “You Make Beautiful Things”
With God & His Word...

(4.75)

> His “should” = your “could”
AND
> His “could” = your “should”
*** See James 4:2-3!!!

B. I will not fear;
Ø “Fear not” is #1 repeated command in Scripture
Ø Here we see the blessing of biblically believing!

PRAISE: VIDEO - “Stand In Your Love” – Josh Baldwin

C. What can man do to me?
a. Abraham & Isaac
b. Daniel
c. Shad, Meis, & Benny
d. Esther
e. Elisha’s servant

PRAISE: VIDEO: “Born Again” – lyrics (6.0)
f. John the Baptist
g. Apostle Paul
h. Stephen
i. Hebrews ch.11
j. JESUS!!!

(3.75)

PRAISE: VIDEO: Rhett Butler – “I’m A Believer”

(3.5)

Let’s PRAY!
We don’t want to just look the part, we want to live the
passion... not merely learn the meaning but live the mission!
- JDP

- We walk by faith not sight
- As a man sows, so shall he reap...
- Seek first the Kingdom...
- Dead men make no demands... nor decisions! - JDP
- Discontent = hellish pride rebellion & unbelief
A. WARNING:
B. WORSHIP:
C. WARRIORS:

Don’t covet other than Christ!
Be content in Christ (2 Cor. 11)
Trust Christ… No matter what!

PRAISE: VIDEO - Sanctus Reel – “Confidence”
PRAISE: VIDEO - Elev. Worship – “The Church”

(4.25)

(4.25)

RESEARCH Notes:
Hebrews 13:5-6 (ESV)
5
Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I
will never leave you nor forsake you.”
6
So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”
II.

Keep your life free from the love of money:
a. This is a command in the negative form… a biblical “Don’t”
b. Remember our broader context:
i. Hebrews overall
ii. Shift in ch.12 & 13
iii. Focus on “living love lessons” in 13:1-6
1. Verses 1-4a:
a. Love your Christian brothers & sisters
b. Love the strangers in your life/world
c. Love the prisoners (especially the martyrs)
d. Love the mistreated people of all sorts
e. Love your spouse with missional love
2. Verses 4b-6 = “3 DON’Ts regarding Love”
a. DON’T Love sexually out of wedlock
b. DON’T Love sexually in ANY perverse way
c. DON’T Love money or worldly ways/things
c. Definition of covetousness (KJV)
d. Description of this sin:
i. Superficiality
ii. Petty-Jealousy
iii. Pure-Idolatry
iv. Smeared & stained witness
v. Causes others to stumble (mill-stone…)
vi. Leading others astray
vii. Unbelief
viii. Double-mindedness
ix. Worldliness (friendship w/ the world)
x. Unappreciation
1. Cheapening gospel grace
2. Abusing God’s mercy
xi. Disobedience
xii. Selfishness

III.

And (conjunction) be content with what you have:
a. Note that the imperative continues per the conjunction…

b. Command number two in the verse: “BE CONTENT”
i. See the active present AND future tense here…
1. Be satisfied now…
2. Stop thinking about tomorrow’s treasures today!
a. “Don’t worry about tomorrow……”
b. This is a perfect “PRODIGAL SON” illustration/application
ii. “Those who walk through life on the narrow path… on the faith-filled
steps that lead to ‘satisfied-todays,’ will one day crest the redemptive
staircase of refining sanctification… and there they will see what has
become a lifetime of restored satisfaction.” – JDP
iii. Definition of CONTENT:
1. Seek God
& God’s Worship
2. Know God
& God’s Word
3. Trust God
& God’s Will
4. Love God
& God’s Ways
5. Want God
& God’s Wants
iv. “with what you have” is a HUGE conditional, spiritual statement:
1. NOTE: “This command is NOT connected to what you ‘want,’ but
rather, ‘what you have.’”
2. Therefore, God is saying: “Be content, knowing that ‘what you
have,’ regardless of your situation is what I want you to have at
this moment (see Romans 8:28 – 29).
3. See the Apostle Paul:

What kind of life do you think brings contentment? You might
assume it is one with few troubles or great success. You may
want good health, financial security, and a loving family.
Paul's life was not at all like this. He was in danger from both
his own countryman and the opposition (2 Corinthians 11:2326). Sometimes the people listened, but more often, they
were hostile to his message. He also had a "thorn in the
flesh" which God refused to remove (2 Corinthians 12:7-9).
And Paul even spent considerable time in prison, chained to a
guard. Yet he boldly wrote, " I have learned the secret of
being content in any and every situation" (Philippians 4:12).
The secret he discovered was to live on the basis of his
position in the Lord, not his feelings. As God's child, Paul
knew he was spiritually rich - "blessed . . . with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ" (Ephesians

1:3) because he had a loving Father and the Holy Spirit's
guidance.
– Charles Stanley
IV.

For (conditional explanation) He (Almighty God) Himself has said:
a. These principled commands are built on GOD’s preaching & promises! – JDP
b. Be careful not to confuse the Messiah, HIS message, & His messengers. – JDP
i. The point here is to communicate AUTHENTICITY
ii. The point here is to communicate AUTHORITY
iii. The point here is to communicate POWER
iv. The point here is to communicate PURPOSE
v. The point here is to communicate PROMISE!
c. Per God’s promised & empowered WORD (Will & Way):
i. Don’t love/covet money/materialism/world or its wants…
ii. Be content (satisfied and at peace; feeling complete…)

Christians can be content in WHATEVER we have… because we
KNOW that in whatever we have, Christ has us! - JDP
V.

VI.

…GOD “Himself has said:” (God has spoken!)
a. “I will NEVER leave/desert you!”
i. Hebrews 12:28-29 (ESV)
Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe,
29
for our God is a consuming fire.
ii. Matthew 28:20
iii. Acts 1:8
b. “I will NEVER forsake you!”
i. 2 Corinthians 4:9
ii. 2 Timothy 4:10
iii. Hebrews 10:25
“so that WE confidently say” (From God’s Word, WE confidently speak our words!)
a. “the LORD is my Helper”
i. Let’s define “helper” AND “Helper”
1. Natural meaning:
2. Supernatural meaning:
a. Spiritual reality & realm
b. Spiritual agents:
i. Angels
ii. Demons
3. Eternal meaning:

a. Beware… there is only One eternal Helper (Jesus is Lord!)
i. Redeemer
ii. Restorer
iii. Rewarder
b. Beware… there are counterfeit helpers that are hurters!
c. Beware… there are countless liars but only one LORD.
ii. Imagine having:
1. The song-writer… help you to sing the song…
2. The recipe-writer… help you to prepare the meal…
3. The story-writer… help you to tell the story…
4. The creation-Writer… help you exist in His creation!!!
a. He is the DEFINER
(…of life & love)
b. He is the DESIGNER (…of life & love)
c. He is the DEFENDER (…of life & love)
iii. Notice Who is the HelpER vs. who is in need of the help…
iv.
b. “I will NOT be afraid”
c. “What will MAN do to me?”

Hebrews 13:5-6 (NASB)
5
Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you
have; for He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,"
6
so that we confidently say, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN
DO TO ME?"

Hebrews 13:5-6 (KJV)
5
Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have:
for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
6
So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto
me.

Hebrews 13:5-6 (AMP)
5
Let your character or moral disposition be free from love of money [including greed, avarice,
lust, and craving for earthly possessions] and be satisfied with your present [circumstances and
with what you have]; for He [God] Himself has said, I will not in any way fail you nor give you
up nor leave you without support. [I will] not, [I will] not, [I will] not in any degree leave you
helpless nor forsake nor let [you] down (relax My hold on you)! [Assuredly not!]

6

So we take comfort and are encouraged and confidently and boldly say, The Lord is my
Helper; I will not be seized with alarm [I will not fear or dread or be terrified]. What can man do
to me?

Hebrews 13:5-6 (NIV)
5
Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God
has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."
6
So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to
me?"

13:5, 6 How can we learn to be satisfied with what we have? Strive to live with less rather than
desiring more; give away out of your abundance rather than accumulating more; relish what you
have rather than resent what you're missing. We become satisfied when we realize God's
sufficiency for our needs. Christians who become materialistic are saying by their actions that
God can't take care of them—or at least that he won't take care of them the way they want.
Insecurity can lead to the love of money, whether we are rich or poor. The only antidote is to
trust God to meet all our needs. See God's love expressed in what he has

provided, and remember that money and possessions will all pass
away. (See Philippians 4:11 for more on contentment, and 1 John 2:17 for the futility of
earthly desires.)
-

Life Application Study Bible.

13:5 “Be satisfied with what you have.” The

children of God also need
to be exhorted to cherish that most simple and natural of
virtues—contentment. It is so easy to be covetous that no class of society is free
from it.

Covetousness is a deadly poison, destructive of all virtue. To be

content with what we have should be especially easy to us because we have so much to be
thankful for. This world is ours—and worlds to come. Earth is our lodge and heaven our
home. It ought to be easy for us to be contented since all things are ordered for our good.
“I will never leave you or abandon you.” Depend on it: People will not forsake us while they can
get anything out of us. But when a man becomes so laid aside by accident or is so weak he

cannot take his place in the great march of life, few are those who will stop to care for and attend

How often are the incurable forsaken.

to him.
But the Lord has
said, “I will never leave you or abandon you.” If we should get so old that we cannot serve the
church of God, if we should become so sick that we are only a burden to those of our house who
have to nurse us, yet the eternal love of Jehovah will not diminish.

However low our condition, however weak we are,
God’s strength shall be revealed in His
everlasting arms that will not permit us to
sink into disaster or our soul into hell.
Others may forsake us for different reasons, but he will never.

If the Lord stands at our right hand, we can well
afford to see the backs of all our friends…
for we shall find friends enough in the triune God whom we delight to serve.
-

CSB Spurgeon Study Bible.

Hebrews 13:5-6

Hebrews 13:5 is a call to live out the
tenth commandment. Of the Ten Commandments, the tenth—do not covet—
The author’s exhortation in

is perhaps the most difficult for us to fully comprehend, even though it tells us specifically what
we should avoid coveting: our neighbor’s wife, our neighbor’s animals, or our neighbor’s

today’s entire commercial economy is built on
a foundation that not only encourages us to have what
belongings. But

we want, but to want what we don’t have (and add to
that list “post-purchase dissonance”).
We live in a society & operate within an economy of
covetousness.
As a result, it’s a difficult thing to live free from want and free from a love of the money that can
give us what we want. Nevertheless, this is exactly how Hebrews 13:5-6 tells us to live.
Verse 5 is

not saying money is the problem. Instead, it warns

against the love of money. Related to this first exhortation is the
exhortation to be satisfied with what we have. In saying this, the author is
not instructing his readers to stop working and simply live with what they have. Scripture
comprehensively lays out the importance of thrift, labor,
investment, and savings. God’s Word gives us a rich economic tapestry, but this
verse tells us to be content with what we have.

Hebrews isn’t giving us an economic philosophy;
it’s giving us a spiritual principle by which to live.
The second half of verse 5 and all of verse 6 tell us why we can be content with what we have.

The source of our contentment is not the security and
comfort we get from owning enough things; it’s that we
serve a God who takes care of us.
We serve a God who will never leave or forsake us. God himself has promised.

In verse 6 the writer evaluates God’s statement and applies it in a pointed way:
“Therefore, we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to

This is an important Christian confession and
reflects the same confidence in God’s abiding
character that the apostle Paul displays in Romans
8:31-39. It’s good to ask ourselves these questions and to remember that nothing overly
me?”

tragic can happen to us.

We can lose everything we have, and it will be okay so long as we
endure in the faith.

“They can kill us… but they cannot hurt us!”
I admit this is easy to say and a much harder thing
to actually live out. But everything that can be taken
away from us will be taken away from us one day.
Nevertheless, we have everything we need in Christ, and we
can be content because we serve a God who cares for us.
The Lord is on our side.
- Christ-Centered Exposition –
Exalting Jesus in Hebrews.

13:5-6

The antidote to love of money is contentment, which

comes from trusting in God’s promised provision (see Deut.

31:6, 8; also Josh.

1:5). The citation from Ps. 118:6 applies the idea of trusting in God for more than just
financial needs (esp. in light of persecution, Heb. 13:3).
-

ESV Study Bible

Satisfaction with What We Have
Let your character he free from the love of money, being content with what
you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever
forsake you," so that we confidently say, "The LORD is my helper, I will not
he afraid. What shall man do to me?" (13:5-6)

C. H. Spurgeon said, "I've been in a lot of testimony meetings, and

I've heard a lot of people share how they've sinned, and I've had
people come to me and make confession of sin. But in all my life
I've never had one person confess the sin of covetousness to
me." I have rarely had anyone confess covetousness to me, either.
A man once came into my office asking to confess a sin. He was obviously serious and quite
broken up. He said his sin was gluttony. When I remarked that he did not look overweight, he
replied, "I know. It is not that I eat too much but that I want to. I continually crave food. It's an
obsession."
Covetousness is much like this man's gluttony. You

do not have to acquire a lot of
things to be covetous. In fact you do not have to acquire anything at all.

Covetousness is an attitude; it is wanting to acquire
things, longing for them, setting our thoughts and
attention on them—whether we ever possess them or not.
When John D. Rockefeller was a young man, a friend reportedly asked him how much money he
wanted. "A million dollars," he replied. After he had earned a million dollars, the friend asked
him again how much money he wanted. The answer this time was, "Another million."

Covetousness and greed follow a principle of increasing desire
and decreasing satisfaction, a form of the law of.
diminishing returns.
"He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he
who loves abundance with its income. This too is vanity"
(Eccles. 5:10).

The more you get the more you want. When we focus on
material things, our having will never catch up with our
wanting. It is one of God's unbreakable laws.
Love of money is one of the most common forms of covetousness, partly because money can he

Loving money is lusting
after material riches, whatever the form is. A Christian should
used to secure so many other things that we want.
be free from such love of material things.

Love of money is sin against God, a form of distrust.
For He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you." Among other
things…

loving money is trusting in uncertain riches rather
than the living God (1 Tim. 6:17), looking for
security in material things instead of in our
heavenly Father.
"Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed,"
Jesus warned, "for not even when one has an abundance does
his life consist of his possessions" (Luke 12:15).
Achan's love of money cost Israel a defeat at Ai, the lives of at least thirty-six of his fellow
countrymen, his own life, and the lives of his family and flocks (Josh. 7:1, 5, 25). After Naaman

was cleansed of leprosy, following Elisha's instruction to wash seven times in the Jordan, the
prophet refused any payment. But Gehazi, Elisha's servant, later ran back to Naaman and
deceived him in order to profit from the grateful captain. After lying again, he was cursed by
Elisha with Naaman's leprosy (2 Kings 5:15-27). His greed led to lying, deceit, and leprosy.
Judas was greedy as well as traitorous, willing to betray the Son of God for thirty pieces of
silver. Ananias and Sapphira paid for their greed and attempted deceit with their lives
(Acts 5:1-10).
Greed is not a trifling sin before God. It has kept many unbelievers out of the kingdom,
and it has caused many believers to lose the joy of the kingdom, or worse.

It is not wrong, of course, to earn or to have wealth. Abraham
and Job were extremely wealthy. The New Testament mentions
a number of faithful believers who had considerable wealth.
It is love of money that "is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by
longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced
themselves with many a pang" (1 Tim. 6:10).
It is longing after it and trusting in it that is sinful. "If riches
increase, do not set your heart upon them," David counsels (Ps. 62:10).
Job puts the principle clearly: "If I have put my confidence in gold, and
called fine gold my trust, if I have gloated because my wealth was great,
and because my hand had secured so much;...That too would have been
an iniquity calling for judgment, for I would have denied God above"
(Job 31:24-25, 28). Trust in money is distrust in God.
Some persons love money but never acquire it. Other persons' love of money is in acquiring it.
They live for the thrill of adding to their bank accounts, stock holdings, or conglomerates. For
others, loving money is hoarding it. Misers are not so much interested in increasing their
possessions as in simply holding on to them. They love money for its own sake. Still others are
more interested in the things they can buy and display with their wealth. The conspicuous

Whatever form love of
money may take, the spiritual result is the same. It
consumer is the big spender who flaunts his wealth.

displeases God and separates us from Him. Nicer clothes, a bigger house, another car, a better
vacation tempt all of us. But God tells us to be satisfied. Be content with what you have.

Many of those addressed in the book of Hebrews had
lost most, or all, of their material possessions, because
they knew they had "a better possession and an abiding
one" (10:34).
Some of them might have been longing to get back what they lost, thinking the cost was too
high. They are told not to return to trust in material things. We confidently say, "The LORD is
my helper, I will not he afraid. What shall man do to me?"

If we have the Lord, we have it all.
Loss of anything else can be no worse than a bad inconvenience, an inconvenience that,
surrendered to the Lord, will always be for our good. Material possessions are temporary,
anyway. We are going to lose them sooner or later. If the Lord decides we should lose them
sooner, we should not worry. Proverbs 23:5 says "wealth certainly makes itself wings."
Among the scriptural

requirements for overseers, or bishops (also referred

"free from the love of money"

to as elders, Titus 1:5-7), is that of being
(1
Tim. 3:3). No Christian can live effectively, much less lead effectively, who is longing after
money.

Love of money weakens our faith, weakens our
testimony, and weakens our leadership.
When we love money, our eye is on the wrong kind of gain.

"Godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied
by contentment. For we have brought nothing into the world, so
we cannot take anything out of it either. And if we have food
and covering, with these we shall be content" (1 Tim. 6:6-8).

Discontentment is one of man's greatest sins.

Contentment is one of God's greatest blessings.
How do we enjoy contentment? How do we become satisfied with what we have? First, we must
realize God's goodness. If we really believe that God is good, we know He will take care of us,
His children. We know with Paul that "God causes all things to work together for good
to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose" (Rom.
8:28).
Second, we should realize—not just acknowledge, but truly realize—that God is omniscient. He
knows what we need long before we have a need or ask Him to meet it. Jesus assures us,

"Your Father knows that you need these things" (Luke 12:30).
Third, we should think about what we deserve. What we want, or even need, is one thing; what
we deserve is another. We should confess with Jacob, "I am unworthy of all the lovingkindness
and of all the faithfulness which Thou hast shown to Thy servant" (Gen. 32:10). The

smallest good thing we have is more than we deserve. The
least-blessed of God's saints are rich (see Matt. 19:27-29).
Fourth, we should recognize God's supremacy, his sovereignty. God does not have the same plan
for all of His children. What He lovingly gives to one, He just as lovingly may withhold from
another. The Holy Spirit gives varieties of gifts, ministries, and effects, "But

one and the
same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one
individually just as He wills" (1 Cor. 12:4-11). In regard to material blessings, we
should listen to Hannah's wisdom, "The LORD makes poor and rich" (1 Sam. 2:7). If He were to
make us rich, we might be of outstanding service to Him. On the other hand, our becoming rich
might be our spiritual undoing. The Lord knows what we need, and will provide us with no less.
Fifth, we should continually remind ourselves what true riches are.

It is the worldly, including the wealthy worldly,
who are poor, and it is believers, including
poor ones, who are rich.
Our treasure is in our homeland, in heaven, and we should set our
minds "on the things above, not on the things that are on earth" (Col.
3:2).
Supremely, however…

contentment comes from communion with God. The more we focus on
Him the less we will be concerned about anything material. When you
are near Jesus Christ, you are overwhelmed with the riches that you
have in Him, and earthly possessions simply will not matter.

Contentment is having confidence that the LORD is my helper, I will not he afraid. What shall
man do to me?
- MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Hebrews.

13:5, 6 Those tempted by the love of money and discontent are particularly people who seek their
security in financial resources (Matt. 6:19-21, 24-34). But God's promise to stay with Joshua gives

"I will not leave you or forsake you"
(Josh. 1:5). Our confident response reaffirms that the Lord our helper (2:18; 4:16) sets us
greater confidence:

free from all kinds of fear (2:15; 11:23, 27).
-

The Reformation Study Bible.

In these days, when sexual sins are paraded as entertainment
in movies and on television, the church needs to take a stand
for the purity of the marriage bond. A dedicated Christian
home is the nearest thing to heaven on earth, and it starts with
a Christian marriage.
If we love God and others as we should, then we will have a right,
relationship to material things (Heb. 13:5-6). Times of suffering can either be times
of selfishness or times of service. It

is not easy to take "joyfully the
spoiling of your goods" (Heb. 10:34). But with the economic and ecological

problems in our world today, comfortable Christians may soon find themselves doing without
some luxuries that they now consider necessities.
A Christian couple was ministering to believers in Eastern Europe, behind the Iron Curtain. The
couple had brought in Christian literature, blankets, and other necessary items. At the church
gathering, the couple assured the believers that Christians in America were praying for believers
in Eastern Europe.
"We are happy for that," one believer replied, "but we feel that Christians in America need more
prayer than we do, We here in Eastern Europe are suffering, but you in America are very
comfortable; and it is always harder to be a good Christian when you are comfortable."

The word covetousness literally means "love of
money"; but it can be applied to a love for more of
anything.
Someone asked millionaire Bernard Baruch, "How much money does it take for a rich man to be
satisfied?" Baruch replied, "Just a million more than he has."

Covetousness is the desire for more,
whether we need it or not.
Contentment cannot come from material things, for they
can never satisfy the heart. Only God can do that

"Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance
of his possessions" (Luke 12:15, NIV).
When we have God, we have all that we need.

The material things of life can decay or be stolen, but God will
never leave us or forsake us. This promise was made to Joshua
when he succeeded Moses (Deut. 31:7-8; Josh. 1:5, 9); and it is
fulfilled to us in Jesus Christ (Matt. 28:20; Acts 18:9-10).
The affirmation of faith in Hebrews 13:6 comes from Psalm 118:6.
This is a messianic psalm and is fulfilled in Jesus Christ, so we may
claim this promise for ourselves.
It was a source of great peace to the early Christians to know that they were safe from the fear of
man, for no man could do anything to them apart from God's will.

Men might take their goods, but God would meet their needs.
A woman said to evangelist D.L. Moody, "I have found a promise that helps me when I am
afraid. It is Psalm 56:3—'What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee.'"
Mr. Moody replied, "I have a better promise than that!

Isaiah 12:2—'I

will

trust and not be afraid.'"
The important thing
is that we know Jesus Christ as our Lord and
Helper, and that we not put our trust in material things.
Both promises are true and each has its own application.

Contented Christians are people with priorities, and material things are
not high on their priority lists.
- Bible Exposition Commentary – Be Confident (Hebrews).

To Christian contentment, v. 5,6. Here observe,

covetousness, an over eager desire
of the wealth of this world, envying those who have more than we. This sin
we must allow no place in our conversation; for, though it be a secret lust
lurking in the heart, if it be not subdued it will enter into our conversation, and
discover itself in our manner of speaking and acting. We must take care not
only to keep this sin down, but to root it out of our
souls.
2. The duty and grace that is contrary to covetousness-being satisfied and pleased
with such things as we have; present things, for past things
cannot be recalled, and future things are only in the
hand of God. What God gives us from day to day we must be content with, though it
1. The sin that is contrary to this grace and duty-

fall short of what we have enjoyed heretofore, and though it do not come up to our expectations
for the future. We must be content with our present lot. We must bring our minds to our present
condition, and this is the sure way to contentment; and those who cannot do it would not be
contented though God should raise their condition to their minds, for the mind would rise with
the condition. Haman was the great court-favourite, and yet not contented-Ahab on the throne,
and yet not contented-Adam in paradise, and yet not contented; yea, the angels in heaven, and
yet not contented; but Paul, though abased and empty, had learned in every state, in any state,
therewith to be content.
3. What reason Christians have to be contented with their lot.
(1.) God hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee, v. 5,6. This was said to Joshua
(ch. 1:5), but belongs to all the faithful servants of God. Old-Testament promises may be
applied to New-Testament saints. This promise contains the sum and substance of all the

I will never, no, never leave thee, nor ever
forsake thee. Here are no fewer than five negatives
heaped together, to confirm the promise; the true
believer shall have the gracious presence of God
with him in life, at death, and forever.
promises.

(2.) From this comprehensive promise they may assure themselves of help from God: So
that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper; I will not fear what man shall do unto me, v.
6.

Men can do nothing against God, and God can make
all that men do against his people to turn to their good.
- Matthew Henry's Commentary

Covetousness
(Hebrews 13:5)
In this chapter of Hebrews the apostle makes a practical application of the theme of the epistle.
Having set forth at length the amazing grace of God toward His believing people by the
provision He has made for them in the Mediator and Surety of the covenant, having shown that
they now have in Christ the substance of all that was shadowed forth in the ceremonial law, the
tabernacle, and the priesthood of Israel, we now have pressed upon us the responsibilities and
obligations which devolve upon those who are the favored recipients of those spiritual blessings.
First, that which is fundamental to the discharge of all Christian duties is exhorted unto: the
continuance of brotherly love (verse 1). Second, instances are given in which this chief spiritual
grace is to be exemplified: in Christian hospitality (verse 2), and in compassion for the afflicted
(verse 3). Third, prohibitions are made against the two most radical lusts of fallen nature: moral
uncleanness (verse 4) and covetousness (verse 5), for the indulgence of these is fatal to the
exercise of brotherly love.
Having in our last article dealt at length with the merciful provision which God has made for the
avoidance of moral uncleanness—the ordinance of marriage—we now turn to the second great
sin which is here dehorted against, namely, covetousness. "Let your conversation be without

Here is an evil
and its remedy set before us side by side, as was the
case in the previous verse, though there the remedy is given before that which
covetousness, and be content with such things as ye have" (v. 5).

it counteracts. We will follow the order of the our present text and consider first the vice which is
here forbidden, before we contemplate the virtue which is enjoined: yet it will be helpful to keep
them both in mind, for the latter casts light upon the former, enabling us to determine its exact
nature as nothing else will.

"Let your conversation be without covetousness." The Greek word which is
here rendered "covetousness" is literally "lover of silver," and the R.V.
renders our text "Be ye free from the love of money." Now while it be true that the
love of money or worldly possessions is one of the principal forms of covetousness, yet we are

The scope of
the Greek verb is much wider than a lusting
after material riches. This appears from the only other verse in the N.T.
satisfied that the translation of the A.V. is to be preferred here.

where this word occurs, namely, 1 Timothy 3:3, in a passage which describes the qualifications
of a bishop: "Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler,
not covetous." The very fact that a previous clause specifies "not greedy of filthy lucre" makes it
clear that "not covetous" includes more than "not a lover of money."
A comment or two also requires to be made upon the term "conversation." This word is limited
today unto our speech with one another, but three hundred years ago, when the A.V. was made, it
had a much more comprehensive meaning. Its latitude can be gathered from its employment in
the Scriptures. For example, in 1 Peter 3:2 we read, "while they behold your chaste
conversation:" note "behold" was not "hear!" The term then has reference to behavior or
deportment: "But as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation" (1 Pet. 1:15). It is not to be restricted to that which is external, but includes both

both
covetousness and contentment are mental
states. "Let your conversation be as it becometh the Gospel of Christ" (Phil. 1:27): this
character and conduct. The Syriac renders our word "mind," probably because

obviously means, Let your affections and actions correspond to the revelation of Divine grace
you have received; conduct yourself in such a manner that those around will be impressed by the
principles, motives, and sentiments which govern you.

let not covetousness rule your heart
nor regulate your life.
So it is here in our text:

what is "covetousness"? It is the opposite of
contentment, a being dissatisfied with our present lot
and portion. It is an over-eager desire for the things
of this world. It is a lusting after what God has
forbidden or withheld from us, for we may crave,
wrongly, after things which are not evil or injurious
in themselves. All abnormal and irregular desires, all unholy and inordinate thoughts
But exactly

and affections, are comprehended by this term. To covet is to think upon and hanker after

anything which my acquirement of would result in injury to my neighbor. "We may desire that
part of a man’s property which he is in-dined to dispose of, if we mean to obtain it on equitable
terms; but when he chooses to keep, we must not covet. The poor man may desire moderate
relief from the rich, but he must not covet his affluence, or repine even though he does not
relieve him" (Thomas Scott).
Now some sins are more easily detected than others, and for the most part condemned by those
professing godliness. But covetousness is only too often winked at, and some covetous persons
are regarded as very respectable people. Many

professing Christians look
upon covetousness as quite a trifling matter, while the world
applauds it as legitimate ambition, as business shrewdness, as prudence, etc.

All sorts of excuses are made for this sin and plausible
pretenses argued in its favor. It is indeed a very subtle sin, which few are conscious of. In one of
his sermons Spurgeon mentions a prominent man who had a great many people come to him to
make confession, and this man observed that while different ones acknowledged all sorts of
outrageous crimes, he never had one who confessed to covetousness. Few suspect that this is one
of the prevailing iniquities of their hearts, rather are they inclined to regard this vice as a virtue.
But the Holy Scriptures are very explicit on this subject. The Divine law expressly declares,
"Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his
manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neighbor’s (Ex.

"The covetous, whom the Lord abhorreth" (Ps.
10:3). To His disciples Christ said, "Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life
20:17).

consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth" (Luke 12:15). The votaries of
Mammon are linked with "drunkards and adulterers," and such are excluded from the kingdom of

The covetous are branded with the
most detestable character of idolaters (Col. 3:5)—
no doubt this is because they who are ruled by
this lust adore their gold and put their trust in it,
making a god of it.
God (1 Cor. 6:10).

, "Incline mine heart unto Thy
testimonies, and not to covetousness" (Ps. 119:36).
How we need to pray

God’s Word also sets before us some fearfully solemn examples of the judgments which fell
upon covetous souls. The fall of our first parents originated in covetousness, lusting after that
which God had forbidden. Thus the very frontispiece of Holy Writ exhibits the frightfulness of
this sin. See what covetousness did for Balaam: he "loved the wages of unrighteousness" (2 Pet.
2:15)—the honors and wealth which Balak promised were too attractive for him to resist. See
what covetousness did for Achan, who lusted after the forbidden silver and gold: he and his
whole family were stoned to death (Josh. 7). Look at Gehazi: lusting after the money his master
had refused, and in consequence, he and his seed were smitten with leprosy (2 Kings 5).
Consider the awful case of Judas, who for thirty pieces of silver sold the Lord of glory.
Remember the case of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5). In view of these warnings shall we call
this worst of iniquities "a little sin"? Surely it is something to be trembled at!
Covetousness is an inordinate desire of the heart after the creature; which is a fruit of man’s
apostasy from the Lord. No longer finding in God the supreme object of his soul’s delight and

fallen man loves and trusts in the creature
(mere things) rather than the Creator. This takes on many forms:
confidence,

men lust after honors, wealth, pleasures, knowledge, for Scripture speaks of "the desires of the
flesh and of the mind" (Eph. 2:3), and of "filthiness of the flesh and spirit" (2 Cor. 7:1). It is the
very nature of the depraved heart to hanker after that which God has forbidden and to crave after
what is evil, though this spirit may be developed more strongly in some than in others; at any
rate, a larger measure of restraining grace is granted to one than to another. These irregular
desires and inordinate thoughts are the firstborn of our corrupt nature, the first risings of
indwelling sin, the beginnings of all transgressions committed by us.
"Thou shalt not covet" (Ex. 20:17). "The commandment requires moderation in respect of all
worldly goods, submission to God, acquiescence in His will, love to His commandments, and a
reliance on Him for the daily supply of all our wants as He sees good. This is right and
reasonable, fit for God to command and profitable for man to obey, the very temper and felicity
of Heaven itself. But it is so contrary to the desires of our hearts by nature, and so superior to the
actual attainments of the best Christians on earth, that it is very difficult to persuade them that
God requires such perfection, and still more difficult to satisfy them that it is indispensable to the
happiness of rational creatures, and most difficult of all to convince them that everything
inconsistent with this or short of it is sin; that it deserves the wrath of God, and cannot be taken
away, except by the mercy of God through the atonement of Christ" (T. Scott).

lusting after
more and more of material riches. This is evident in getting, keeping,
and spending. First, in getting. To acquire wealth becomes the dominant passion of the
The most common form of this sin is, of course, the love of money, the

soul. An insatiable greed possesses the heart. This exists in varying degrees in different persons,
and is demonstrated in numerous ways. That we may be quite practical let us mention one or
two. Often this is manifested in a greedy and grasping effort after inequitable profits and by

paying an unjustly small wage to employees, the chief design of its perpetrators being to amass
fortunes for their descendants. Yet often these very men hold prominent positions in the churches
and "make long prayers," while devouring widows’ houses and grinding the face of the poor.
Alas, how the Gospel is dishonored and the sanctuary defiled by such sanctimonious wretches.
Again. Recently we read a faithful article wherein the writer took to task the lies and deceptions
practiced by many shopkeepers and their assistants in palming off upon the public various forms
of merchandise by misrepresenting their quality and value; the writer concluding with a solemn
emphasis upon "all liars shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone"
(Rev. 21:8). As he finished reading the same, this writer asked himself the question, And how far
is a greedy and grasping public to blame? Who is largely responsible for this commercial
dishonesty? Who tempt the tradesmen to mark their wares as "great bargains," "prices much
reduced?" Is it not the covetous purchasers? How many today are possessed with an insatiable
craving after "bargains," buying things "cheap," without any conscientious consideration of the
real worth of the article: it is that which fosters so much fraud. Let the Christian buy only what
he needs, and when he needs it, and so far as possible only from upright traders, and then he will
be more willing to pay according to the value received.
Second, covetousness evidences itself in keeping. There

is a miserliness which
clings to money as a drowning man to a log. There is a hoarding up
for self which is entirely reprehensible. "There is one alone, and there is not a
second; yea, he hath neither child nor brother; yet is there no end of all his labor; neither is his
eye satisfied with riches; neither saith he, For whom do I labor and bereave my soul of good?
This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail" (Ecclesiastes 4:8). Yes, there are those who are utterly
unconcerned about their eternal interests, and labor day in and day out, year after year, in order
to add to what they have already accumulated, and who begrudge purchasing for themselves the
bare necessities of life. They continue to amass money utterly regardless of Christ’s cause on
earth or the poor and needy among their fellow-men. There are still those the language of whose
actions is, "I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and
my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years: take
thine ease; eat, drink, be merry" (Luke 12:18, 19).

spending.

Third, covetousness also manifests itself in
If there be those who are niggardly,
there are others who are wastrels. If there be those who condemn the miser for his stinginess,

wreckless prodigality

often they are guilty in turn of
. That which ought to
be saved for a rainy day, is used to gratify a desire which covets some unnecessary object.

But let

us not be misunderstood on these points. Neither the
possession nor the retention of wealth is wrong in itself,
providing it be acquired honestly and preserved with a

justifiable motive. God is the One who "giveth thee power to
get wealth" (Deut. 8:18), and therefore is His goodness to be acknowledged when
He is pleased to prosper us in basket and in store. Yet even then we need the exhortation, "If
riches increase, set not thine heart upon them" (Ps. 62:10).
"Not slothful in business" (Rom. 12:11) is a Divine exhortation. So also there is a prudence and
thrift which is legitimate, as is clear from, "There is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it
tendeth to poverty" (Prov. 11:24). So also it is a bounden duty to make provision for those who
are dependent upon us: "But if any provide not for his own, and specially for

those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an
infidel" (1 Tim. 5:8). It is easy to swing to the opposite extreme and become fanatical, and
under the guise of trusting God, tempt Him. To lay up for a rainy day is quite permissible: see
Proverbs 6:6-8. Neither idleness nor extravagance are to be condoned. Those who through
indolence or prodigality waste their substance and fail in business cannot be too severely
censured, for they not only impoverish themselves but injure others, becoming the pests of
society and a public burden.
Yet how difficult it is to strike the happy mean: to be provident without being prodigal, to be
"not slothful in business" and yet not bury ourselves in it, to be thrifty without being miserly, to

"Remove from
me vanity and lies; give me neither poverty nor
riches; feed me with food convenient for me: lest
I be full, and deny Thee, and say, Who is the
Lord? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the
name of my God in vain" (Prov. 30:8, 9).
use this world and yet not abuse it. How appropriate is the prayer,

Romans 7:7 shows that it is only as the Spirit applies the Law in power to the conscience that we
are taught to see the evil and feel the danger of covetousness; as, at the same time, it serves to
check an avaricious disposition and curb inordinate fondness for the creature. That which most
effectually strikes at our innate selfishness is the love of God shed abroad in the heart. A
generous heart and a liberal hand should ever characterize the Christian.

the heinousness of covetousness. This evil
lust blinds the understanding and corrupts the
judgment, so that it regards light as darkness, and
darkness as light. "If I have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou
A few words next upon

art my confidence; if I rejoiced because my wealth was great and because mine hand had gotten
much... This also was an iniquity to be punished by the judge, for I should have denied the God
that is above" (Job 31:24, 25, 28)—how little this is realized by the guilty one! It is an insatiable

when covetousness rules, the heart is never
satisfied: "He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver, nor he that loveth
lust, for

abundance with increase" (Ecclesiastes 5:10).

It is a devouring sin:

"the deceitfulness of riches

choke the Word" (Matthew 13:22).
So terrible is this sin and so great is its power that, one who is governed by it will trample
upon the claims of justice, as Ahab did in seizing the vineyard of Naboth (1 Kings 21); he
will disregard the call of charity, as David did in taking the wife of Uriah (2 Sam. 11); he
will stoop to the most fearful lies, as did Ananias and Sapphira; he will defy the express
commandment of God, as Achan did; he will sell Christ, as Judas did. This is the mother
sin, for "the love of money is the root of all evil." It is a gnawing and fatal sin: "But they
that will be (are determined to be) rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition... which while
some have coveted after they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through
with many sorrows" (1 Tim. 6:9, 10).
It is the working of this evil lust which lies at the root of very much of the fearful Sabbathdesecration that is now so rife. It is the greed of gold which causes the ra
the Sunday editions of the newspaper. How the nations of Christendom are heaping up to
themselves "wrath against the Day of Wrath!" God will not be mocked with impugnity. Those
who believe the Scriptures must perforce expect that soon a far worse war than the last is likely
to be sent as a scourge from Heaven upon the present Sabbath profaners.
It was the spirit of covetousness which prompted Israel of old to disregard the fourth
commandment. "In those days saw I in Jerusalem some treading winepresses on the Sabbath, and
bringing in sheaves, and lading asses; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens,
which they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day: and I testified against them in the day
wherein they sold victuals. There dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which brought fish, and all
manner of ware, and sold in the Sabbath unto the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem"
(Nehemiah 13:15, 16). Because of their Sabbath profanation, the sore judgment of God fell upon
the nation. "Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil is this that
ye do, and profane the Sabbath day? Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this
evil upon us and upon this city? yet ye bring more wrath on Israel by profaning the Sabbath"
(Nehemiah 13:17, 18): "Hallow My Sabbaths and they shall be a sign between Me and you, that
ye may know that I am the Lord your God. Notwithstanding, the children rebelled against Me:
they walked not in My statutes neither kept My judgments to do them, which if a man do, he

shall even live in them: they polluted My Sabbaths: then I said, I will pour out My fury upon
them" (Ezek. 20:20, 21).

not only is covetousness a fearful sin in itself, but it
is also the prolific mother of other evils. In the poor, it works envy,
Thus,

discontent, and fraud; in the rich, pride, luxury, and avarice. This vile lust unfits for the
performing of holy duties, preventing the exercise of those graces which are necessary thereto. It
exposes to manifold temptations, whereby we are rendered an easy prey to many spiritual
enemies. The more we yield to this evil spirit, the more do we conduct ourselves as though we
desired our portion in this world, and look no further than present things, contrary to "while we
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen" (2 Cor. 4:18). It tends
to cast contempt on the mercies which are ours and quenches the spirit of thanksgiving. It turns
the heart away from God: "How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of
God!" (Mark 10:23).
Let us now go deeper and solemnly observe the comprehensiveness of God’s searching law,
"Thou shalt not covet" (Ex. 20:17). Light is cast upon those words by, "I had not known sin, but
by the Law; for I had not known lust (‘concupiscence,’ margin) except the law had said, Thou
shalt not covet or "lust" (Rom. 7:7)—"concupiscence" is an evil desire, an inordinate affection, a
secret lusting after something. What the apostle means is, I had never discovered my inward
depravity unless the Spirit had enlightened my understanding, convicted my conscience, and
made me feel the corruptions of my heart. Man ever looks on the outward appearance—and as a
Pharisee of the Pharisees Paul’s actions fully conformed to the Law—but when the Spirit
quickens a soul, he is made to realize that God requires "Truth in the inward parts" (Ps. 51:6) and
cries "Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me" (Ps. 51:10).
"Thou shalt not covet." That which is here forbidden is concupiscence, or those imaginations,
thoughts, and desires, which precede the consent of the will. Herein we may perceive the exalted
holiness of the Divine Law—far transcending all human codes—requiring inward purity. Herein,
too, we may recognize one of the fundamental errors of Romanists, who, following the
Pelagians, deny that these lustings are sinful until they are yielded to, and who affirm that evil
imaginations only become sinful when the mind definitely assents to them. But the holy Law of
God condemns that which instigates unto what is forbidden, condemns that which inclines
toward what is unholy, and denounces that which inflames with cupidity. All irregular desires
are forbidden. Corrupt imaginations and unlawful inclinations that precede the consent of the
will are evil, being the seeds of all other sins.
Again we say, Herein God’s Law differs from and is immeasurably superior to all of man’s laws,
for it takes note of and prohibits all the hidden desires and secret lustings of the heart. It is this
tenth commandment which, above all others, discovers unto us our depravity and shows how
very far short we come of that perfection which the Law requires. There is first an evil thought in
the mind causing us to think of something which is not ours. This is followed by a longing after
or wishing for it. There is then an inward delight by way of anticipating the pleasure that object
will give; and then, unless restraining grace intervenes, the outward act of sin is committed—see
James 1:14, 15. The first evil thought is involuntary, due to the mind’s being turned from good to

evil, even though that evil be simply lusting after a new but unnecessary hat! The longing is
caused by the heart’s being enticed by the delight promised. Then the consent of the will is
gained, and the mind plans how to gain the coveted object.
This concupiscence or evil lusting of the heart is called "the law of sin which is in my members"
(Rom. 7:23). It is what the older theologians term "original sin," being the fountain of evil
within, corrupting all our faculties. Discontent with our lot, envy of our neighbors, yea, even the
very "thought of foolishness is SIN" (Prov. 24:9). How high is the standard set before us: "Let
none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbor; and love no false oath; for all these
are things that I hate, saith the Lord" (Zech. 8:17). Does the third commandment interdict any
blasphemous oath upon the lips? then the tenth prohibits any risings of the heart against God.
Does the fourth commandment interdict all unnecessary work on the Sabbath? then the tenth
condemns our saying "what a weariness is it." Does the eighth commandment interdict every act
of theft? then the tenth prohibits our desiring anything which is our neighbor’s.
But it is not until after a person is regenerate that he takes notice of the inward motions of sin
and takes cognizance of the state of his heart. Then Satan will seek to persuade that he is not
responsible for involuntary thoughts (which come unbidden), that evil desires are beyond our
control—infirmities which are excusable. But God says to him "Keep thine heart with all
diligence, for out of it are the issues of life" (Prov. 4:23), and makes him realize that every
lusting after what He has forbidden or withheld is a species of self-will. Therefore we are
accountable to judge the first inclination toward evil and resist the very earliest solicitations. The
fact that we discover so much within that is contrary to God’s holy requirements should deeply
humble us, and cause us to live more and more out of self and upon Christ.
-

An Exposition of Hebrews.

Contentment
(Hebrews 13:5, 6)
Discontent, though few appear to realize it, is sinful, a grievous offense against the Most High. It
is an impugning of His wisdom, a denial of His goodness, a rising up of my will against His. To
murmur at our lot is to take issue with God’s sovereignty, quarrelling as it does with His
providence, and therefore, is a being guilty of high treason against the King of the universe.
Since God orders all the circumstances of human life, then every person ought to be entirely
satisfied with the state and situation in which he is placed. One has no more excuse to grumble at
his lot than has another. This truth Paul instructed Timothy to press upon others: "Let as many
servants as are under the yoke, count their own masters worthy of all honor, that the name of
God and His doctrine be not blasphemed" (1 Tim. 6:1).
"The wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.
There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked" (Isa. 57:20, 21). The ungodly are total strangers
to real contentment. No matter how much they have, they are ever lusting after more. But God
exhorts His people, "Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such

things as ye have" (Heb. 13:5). As it is their bounden duty to avoid the vice of covetousness, so it
is their personal responsibility to cultivate the virtue of contentment; and failure at either point is
culpable. The contentment here exhorted unto is something other than a fatalistic indifference: it
is a holy composure of mind, a resting in the Lord, a being pleased with what pleases Him—
satisfied with the portion He has allotted. Anything short of this is evil.
Discontent is contrary to our prayers, and therefore must be most reprehensible. When we truly
pray, we desire God to give or withhold, to bestow or take away, according as will be most for
His glory and our highest good. Realizing that we know not what is best, we leave it with God.
In real prayer we submit our understandings to the Divine wisdom, our wills to His good
pleasure. But to be dissatisfied with our lot and complain at our portion is to exercise the very
opposite spirit, indicating an unwillingness to be at God’s disposal, and leaning to our own
understanding as though we knew better than He what was most conducive to our present and
future well being. This is a tempting of God and a grieving of His Holy Spirit, and has a strong
tendency to provoke Him to fight against us (Isa. 63:10).
When God does fight against us because of this sin, He often gives us what we were discontented
for the want of, but accompanies the same with some sore affliction. For example, Rachel was in
a most discontented frame when she said to Jacob "Give me children, else I die" (Gen. 30:1). The
sequel is very solemn: she had children, and died in childbirth: see Genesis 35:16-18. Again, we
are told that Israel "lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert. And He
gave them their request, but sent leanness into their soul" (Ps. 106:14, 15). These cases need to
be taken to heart by us, for they are recorded for our learning and warning. God takes note of the
discontent of our hearts as well as the murmuring of our lips. "Giving thanks always for all
things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Eph. 5:20) is the standard
which He has set before us.
Not only is discontent a grievous sin against God, but it unfits the Christian for the discharge of
holy duties, preventing the exercise of those graces which are necessary in order thereunto. It
silences the lips of supplication, for how can a murmurer pray? It destroys the spirit of
submission, for complaining is a "fretting against the Lord." It quenches faith, hope and love.
Discontent is the very essence of ingratitude, and therefore it stifles the voice of thanksgiving.
There cannot be any rest of soul until we quietly resign our persons and portions to God’s good
pleasure. Discontent corrodes the strings of the heart, and therefore it arrests all happy endeavor.
Discontent is usually over temporal matters, and this is a sad intimation that material things are
sought after more eagerly than are spiritual things. It argues a lack of confidence in the care of
our heavenly Father to provide for us the things which are needed. "Christian, let me ask thee
this question, Didst thou give thyself to Christ for temporal, or for eternal comforts? Didst thou
enter upon religion to save thine estate, or thy soul? Oh, why then shouldest thou be so sad, when
thine eternal happiness is so safe? For shame, live like a child of God, an heir of Heaven, and let
the world know, that thy hopes and happiness are in a better world; that thou art denied those
acorns which thy Father giveth to His hogs, yet thou hast the children’s bread, and expectest
thine inheritance when thou comest to age" (G. Swinnock, 1650). What cause have we all to be
deeply humbled over our sinful repinings, to hang our heads with shame, and penitently confess
the same unto God!

Yet notwithstanding both the sinfulness and injuriousness of discontent, many raise various
objections to excuse the same. Some will plead their personal temperament in self-vindication,
alleging that their natural temper makes them uneasy and anxious, so that they are quite unable
to submit themselves unto the disposing providence of God. But, my dear reader, the corruption
of our nature and its proneness to sin is no excuse for, but rather an aggravation of it, showing
how much our hearts are opposed unto God. The more we yield to our natural inclinations, the
more power they obtain over us. In such a case as the above we ought rather to be the more
importunate with God, begging Him for His grace to restrain the inordinancy of our affections, to
subdue our fears, and work in us willingness to acquiesce to His sovereign pleasure.
Others attempt to justify their discontent and uneasy frame of spirit by alleging that the injuries
which others have done them ought to be resented, and that not to manifest discontent under
them would be to encourage such people unto further insults and trampling upon them. To this it
may be replied that while we complain of injuries done to us by men, and are prone to meditate
revenge against them, we do not consider the great dishonor that we bring to God, and how much
we provoke Him. It is written, "But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses" (Matthew 6:15). Remember that "What glory is it if, when ye be
buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye
take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye called: Because Christ
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps: who did no sin,
neither was guile found in His mouth; who, when He was reviled, reviled not again" (1 Pet. 2:2023).
Others seek to excuse their discontent by dwelling upon the magnitude of their trials, saying that
their burden is insupportable, so that they are pressed out of measure, above their strength. Even
so, none of our afflictions are as great as our sins; and the more we complain, the heavier do we
make our burden. Others point to the altogether unexpectedness of their trouble, that it came
upon them when they were quite unprepared, and that it is therefore more than flesh and blood
can endure. But the Christian should daily expect afflictions in this world, at least so far as not to
be unprovided for or think it strange he should be exercised by them (1 Pet. 4:12). With some the
drastic change from affluence to poverty is so great they argue that it is impossible to bear up
under it. But does not God say, "My grace is sufficient for thee" (2 Cor. 12:9)?
Yet no excuses are to be allowed to set aside or modify this Divine injunction, "Be content with
such things as ye have." But before proceeding further let it be pointed out that contentment is
not incompatible with honest effort to enlarge the provision of earthly things for ourselves and
those dependent upon us, for God has given us six days out of seven to be industrious. Idleness
must not be allowed to cloak itself under the guise of this grace: contentment and indolence are
two vastly different things. "This contentment does not consist in a slothful neglect of the
business of life, nor of a real nor pretended apathy to worldly interests. It is substantially a
satisfaction with God as our portion and with what He is pleased to appoint for us. It is opposed
to covetousness or the inordinate desire of wealth, and to unbelieving anxiety—dissatisfaction
with what is present, distrust as to what is future" (John Brown).
Contentment is a tranquility of soul, a being satisfied with what God has apportioned. It is the
opposite of a grasping spirit which is never appeased, with distrustful anxiety, with petulant

murmurings. "It is a gracious disposedness of mind, arising solely from trust in and satisfaction
with God alone, against all other things whatever appear to be evil" (John Owen). It is our duty
to have the scales of our heart so equally poised in all God’s dealings with us as that they rise not
in prosperity, nor sink in adversity. As the tree bendeth this way or that with the wind, yet still
keeps its place, so we should yield according to the gales of Divine providence, yet still
remaining steadfast and retaining our piety. The more composure of mind we preserve, the more
shall we, on the one hand, "rejoice with trembling" (Ps. 2:11), and on the other, "faint not" when
the chastening rod falls upon us.
As this spiritual grace of contentment is so glorifying to God, and so beneficial to ourselves, we
will endeavor to mention some of the chief aids thereto. First, a realization of God’s goodness. A
deep and fixed sense of His benevolence greatly tends to quieten the heart when outward
circumstances are trying to us. If I have formed the habit of meditating daily upon God’s fatherly
care—and surely I am constantly surrounded by proofs and tokens thereof—then I shall be less
apt to chafe and fret when His providences cross my will. Has He not assured me that "all things
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to His purpose"
(Rom. 8:28)? What more then can I ask? O to rest in His love. Surely He is entitled to my
confidence in His paternal solicitude. Remember that each murmur implies unthankfulness.
Complaining is the basest of ingratitude. If the Lord provides for the ravens, will He overlook the
needs of any of His children? O ye of little faith!
Second, a steady realization of God’s omniscience. A deep and fixed sense of His un-searchable
wisdom is well calculated to allay our fears and compose our minds when everything appears to
be going wrong with our circumstances. Settle it in your mind once for all, dear friend, that "the
high and lofty One" makes no mistakes. His understanding is infinite, and His resources are
without measure. He knows far better than we do what is for our well being and what will best
promote our ultimate interests. Then let me not be found pitting my puny reason against the ways
of the all-wise Jehovah. It is naught but pride and self-will which complains at His dealings with
me. As another has said, "Now if one creature can and ought to be governed by another that is
more wise than himself—as the client by his learned counsel, the patient by his skillful
physician—much more should we be satisfied with the unerring dispositions of God." Remember
that complaining never relieves a single woe or lightens a single burden; it is therefore most
irrational.
Third, a steady realization of God’s supremacy. A deep and fixed sense of His absolute
sovereignty, His indisputable right to do as He pleases in the ordering of all our affairs, should
do much to subdue the spirit of rebellion and silence our foolish and wicked murmurings. It is
not the Almighty’s pleasure to give unto all alike, but rather that some should have more and
others less: "The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich: He bringeth low, and lifteth up. He raiseth
up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among
princes" (1 Sam. 2:7, 8). Then quarrel not with the Most High because He distributes His gifts
and favors unequally; but rather seek grace that thy will may be brought into subjection to His. It
is written "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee" (Isa. 26:3).
Consider how many lack some of the good things which thou enjoyest. "Woe unto him that
striveth with his Maker.... Shall the clay say to Him that fashioneth it, What maketh Thou?" (Isa.
45:9).

Fourth, a steady realization of our ill-deserts. A deep and fixed sense of our utter unworthiness
must do much to still our repinings when we are tempted to complain of the absence of those
things our hearts covet. If we live under an habitual sense of our unworthiness, it will greatly
reconcile us to deprivations. If we daily remind ourselves that we have forfeited all good and
deserve all ill at the hands of God, then we shall heartily acknowledge "It is of the Lord’s
mercies that we are not consumed" (Lam. 3:22). Nothing will more quickly compose the mind in
the face of adversity and nothing will so prevent the heart being puffed up by prosperity, than the
realization that "I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies" (Gen. 32:10) of God. Just so far
as we really preserve a sense of our ill-deserts will we meekly submit to the allotments of Divine
providence. Every Christian cordially assents to the truth "He hath not dealt with us after our
sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities" (Ps. 103:10), then why complain if God
withholds from us what He grants to others?
Fifth, weanedness from the world. The more dead we are to the things of time and sense, the less
our hearts will crave them, and the smaller will be our disappointment when we do not have
them. This world is the great impediment to the heavenly life, being the bait of the flesh and the
snare of Satan by which he turns souls from God. The lighter we hold the world’s attractions, the
more indifferent we are to either poverty or wealth, the greater will be our contentment. God has
promised to supply all our needs, therefore "having food and raiment let us be therewith content"
(1 Tim. 6:8). Superfluities are hindrances and not helps. "Better is little with the fear of the Lord,
than great treasure and trouble therewith" (Prov. 15:16). Remember that the contented man is the
only one who enjoys what he has. "Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth"
(Col. 3:2).
Sixth, fellowship with God. The more we cultivate communion with Him and are occupied with
His perfections, the less shall we lust after the baubles which have such a hold upon the ungodly.
Walking with God produces a peace and joy such as this poor world can neither give nor take
away. "There be many that say, Who will show us any good? Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy
countenance upon us. Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time that their corn
and their wine increased" (Ps. 4:6, 7). Walking in the way of God’s commands is a real antidote
to discontent: "Great peace have they which love Thy law, and nothing shall offend them" (Ps.
119:165). Seventh, remembrance of what Christ suffered. "For consider Him that endured such
contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds" (Heb. 12:3).
When tempted to complain at your lot, meditate upon Him who when here had not where to lay
His head, who was constantly misunderstood by friends and hated by innumerable enemies.
Contemplation of the cross of Christ is a wonderful composer of an agitated mind and a
querulous spirit.
"Be content with such things as ye have: for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee." Here is an enforcement of what has just gone before, a reason for the duties enjoined, a
motive supplied for the performance of them. One of the Divine promises is quoted, which if it
be duly appropriated by us, we shall be dissuaded from covetousness and persuaded to
contentment. Resting on this Divine assurance will both moderate our desires and alleviate our
fears. "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee" is a guarantee of God’s continual provision and
protection, and this rebukes all inordinate desires and condemns all anxious fears. The evils are
closely connected, for in most instances covetousness, in the Christian, is rooted in a fear of

want; while discontent generally arises from a suspicion that our present portion will prove to be
inadequate for the supply of our needs. Each such disquietude is equally irrational and Goddishonoring.
Both covetousness and discontent proceed from unbelief. If I really trust God, will I have any
qualms about the future or tremble at the prospect of starvation? Certainly not: the two things are
incompatible, opposites—"I will trust, and not be afraid" (Isa. 12:2). Thus the apostle’s argument
is clear and convincing: "Let your conversation be without covetousness; be content with such
things as ye have: for He hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." The "for He hath
said" is more forcible than "for God hath said:" it is the character of the One with whom we
have to do that is here held up to our view. "He has said"—who has? Why, One whose power is
omnipotent, whose wisdom is infinite, whose faithfulness is inviolable, whose love is
unchanging. "All the efficacy, power and comfort of Divine promises arise from and are resolved
into the excellencies of the Divine nature. He hath said it who is truth, and cannot deceive" (John
Owen).
And what is it that He has said, which, if faith truly lays hold of, will subdue covetousness and
work contentment? This, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." God’s presence, God’s
providence, God’s protection, are here assured us. If due regard be paid to these inestimable
blessings, the heart will be kept in peace. What more would we have save a conscious realization
of the same? O for a felt sense of His presence, for a gracious manifestation thereof to the soul.
What were all the wealth, honors, pleasures of the world worth, if He should totally and finally
desert us! The comfort of our soul does not depend upon outward provisions, so much as on our
appropriation and enjoyment of what is contained in the Divine promises. If we rested more on
them, we would crave less of this world’s goods. What possible cause or ground for fear remains
when God has pledged us His continual presence and assistance?
"I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." It is almost impossible to reproduce in English the
emphasis of the original, in which no less than five negatives are used to increase the strength of
the negation, according to the Greek idiom. Perhaps the nearest approximation is to render it, "I
will never, no, never leave thee, nor ever forsake thee." In view of such assurance we should fear
no want, dread no distress, nor have any trepidation about the future. At no time, under any
circumstances conceivable or inconceivable, for any possible cause, will God utterly and finally
forsake one of His own. Then how safe they are! how impossible for one of them to eternally
perish! God has here graciously condescended to give the utmost security to the faith of believers
in all their difficulties and trials. The continued presence of God with us ensures the continued
supply of every need.
"For He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." These words were first spoken by
Jehovah to the successor of Moses (Josh. 1:5), whose task it was to dispossess Canaan of all the
heathen nations then inhabiting it. The fact that the Holy Spirit moved the apostle to apply unto
Christians this promise made to Joshua, supplies clear proof that our modern dispensationalists
wrongly divide the Word of Truth. Their practice of partitioning the Scriptures and their
contention that what God said under one dispensation does not apply to those living in another, is
here exposed as nothing less than an effort of Satan to rob God’s people of a part of their rightful
and needful portion. This precious promise of God belongs as truly to me now as it did to Joshua

of old. Let, then, this principle be tenaciously held by us: the Divine promises which were made
upon special occasions to particular individuals are of general use for all the members of the
household of faith.
What has just been affirmed is so obvious that it should require no further proof or illustration;
but inasmuch as it is being repudiated in some influential quarters today, we will labor the point
a little. Are not the needs of believers the same in one age as another? Is not God affected alike
unto all His children?—does He not bear them the same love? If, then, He would not desert
Joshua, then He will not any of us. Are not Christians now under the same everlasting Covenant
of Grace as were the O.T. saints? then they have a common charter—"For the promise is unto
you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off" (Acts 2:39). Let us not forget that
"Whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written for our learning, that we through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope" (Rom. 15:4).
"So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my Helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto
me" (verse 6). An inference is here drawn from the promise just quoted: a double conclusion is
reached—confidence in God and courage against man. This intimates that we should make a
varied and manifold use of the Divine promises. This twofold conclusion is based upon the
character of the Promiser: because He is infinitely good, wise, faithful, powerful, and because
He changes not, we may boldly or confidently declare with Abraham "God will provide" (Gen.
22:8), with Jonathan "there is no restraint to the Lord" (1 Sam. 14:6), with Jehoshaphat "None
is able to withstand Thee" (2 Chron. 20:6), with Paul "If God be for us, who can be against us?"
(Rom. 8:31).
"So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my Helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto
me." Once more the apostle confirms his argument by a Divine testimony, for he quotes from
Psalm 118:6. In this citing of David’s language, Christians are again taught the suitability of
O.T. language unto their own case, and the permissibility of appropriating the same unto
themselves: "we may boldly say" just what the Psalmist did! It was in a time of sore distress that
David expressed his confidence in the Lord, at a time when it appeared that his enemies were
ready to swallow him up; but contrasting the omnipotency of Jehovah from the feebleness of the
creature, his heart was emboldened. The believer is weak and unstable in himself, and constantly
in need of assistance, but the Lord is ever ready to take his part and render all needed aid.
"The Lord is my Helper" implies, as W. Gouge pointed out, "a willing readiness and a ready
willingness to afford us all needed succor." Those whom He forsakes not, He helps—both
inwardly and outwardly. Note carefully the change from "we may boldly say" to "the Lord is my
Helper:" general privileges are to be appropriated by us in particular. "Man can do much: he
can fine, imprison, banish, reduce to a morsel of bread, yea, torture and put to death; yet as long
as God is with us and standeth for us, we may boldly say, ‘I will not fear what man can do.’
Why? God will not see thee utterly perish. He can give joy in sorrow, life in death" (Thomas
Manton). May the Lord graciously grant both writer and reader more faith in Himself, more
reliance upon His promises, more consciousness of His presence, more assurance of His help,
and then we shall enjoy more deliverance from covetousness, discontent, and the fear of man.
-

An Exposition of Hebrews.

Verse 5. Let your conversation. Your conduct-for so the word conversation is used in the
Scriptures. Philippians 1:27.

Be without covetousness. Ephesians 5:3; Colossians 3:5.

And be to content with such things as ye have. Philippians 4:11,12; Matthew 6:25, seq. The
particular reason here given for contentment is, that God has promised never to leave his people.
Compare with this the beautiful argument of the Saviour in Matthew 6:25, seq.

For he hath said. That is, God has said.

I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. See Deuteronomy 31:6, Josh 1:5; 1 Chronicles 28:20.
Substantially the same expression is found in each of those places, and all of them contain the
principle on which the apostle here relies, that God will not forsake his people.
(*) "conversation" "conduct"
(*) "content" Matthew 6:25,34
(*) "hath said" Genesis 28:15

Verse 6. So that we may boldly say. Without any hesitation or doubt. In all times of perplexity
and threatening want; in all times when we scarcely know whence the supplies for our
necessities are to come, we may put our trust in God, and be assured that he will not leave us to
suffer. In the facts which occur under the providential dealings, there is a ground for confidence
on this subject which is not always exercised even by good men. It remains yet to be shown that
they who exercise simple trust in God for the supply of their wants are ever forsaken. Comp.
Psalms 37:25.

The Lord is my helper. Substantially this sentiment is found in Psalms 27:1, Psalms 118:6.
The apostle does not adduce it as a quotation, but as language which a true Christian may

employ. The sentiment is beautiful, and full of consolation. What can we fear if we have the
assurance that the Lord is on our side, and that he will help us? Man can do no more to us than
he permits, and of course no more than will be for our own good; and, under whatever trials we
may be placed, we need be under no painful apprehensions, for God will be our Protector and
our Friend.
(*) "boldly say" Psalms 27:1
- Barnes' Notes on the New Testament.

Today = good news & bad news... depending on how you walked in... and even more, how you walk out...
- People
> Do you want to BE the people of God... or do you want a god of the people?
- Prayer
> Are you all about wanting to pray... or are your prayers all about your wantings?
- Praise
> Are you praising God for healing your dead & fickle heart... or are your praises dead & coming from a fickle heart?
- Proclamation
> Does the proclamation stop your rationalizations... or do your rationalizations stop the proclamation?
- Purification
> Are you committed to the Bible’s refining work on you... or are you working on refining the Bible?
Uncontrollable/quenchable Problem
> Unbelievable Unbelief!
Unbreakable/imaginable Promise
> God has said...
Unstoppable/People
> Unshakable
> Unwavering
> Undeterable
Want, War, & Worship
> How would you answer:
A. Jesus plus what = Salvation?
B. Jesus plus what = Happiness?
> Any answer for “A” = heresy...
> Any answer(s) for “B” = Idolatry!
Songs:
- Breakthrough (lyrics) * 5.0
- Raise a Hallelujah * 4.75
- No longer slaves (prison) * 6.5
- Victory in Jesus * 4.0
- Even So Come / Stamford * 4.25
- Christ Is Risen / Bowden * 8.75
- Our God Reigns Here (lyrics) * 4.75
- You Make Beautiful Things * 4.75
> Gunger (Parable of the Soils!!!)
- The Church (lyrics) * 4.25
- Changed (Jordan Felix) * 4.0
- God’s Not Done With You * 3.25
- Come To the Alter * 3.75
- What A Friend...Jesus (lyrics) * 4.25

- Amazing Grace
> Documentary History * 15.0
> House of the Rising Sun * 8.0
- Confidence (lyrics - SancReel) * 3.0
- Do It Again (worshipmob) * 7.0
- I Am A Believer (lyrics) * 3.5
- Born Again (lyrics - A.French) * 6.0
- Crowder:
> All My Hope...Jesus (lyrics) * 3.75
> Because He Lives (lyrics) * 4.25
> Victory! (lyrics) * 4.25
- Christianaires: Don’t Leave Me * 7.5
- Stand In Your Love (lyrics) * 3.75
- Warrior (lyrics - Hannah Kerr) * 3.75
*** Worship is never wasted. - JDP
*** This Is War (Washer) * 3.5

Examples:
- Erik Ludy
- C.T Studd
- Hebrews 11
With God & His Word...
> His “should” = your “could”
AND
> His “could” = your “should”
*** See James 4:2-3!!!

Key in on:
- Confidently
- Say
- Helper
- Never, never, never, NEVER!
Opening QUESTIONs:
- What do you want?
- Why are you here? (planet & place)
- Where will you go from here?
- How will you get there?

*** Let me tell you a divine truth: you will never be happy until you want what God gives you... more than you want
God to give you whatever else you think you want! (cf. Solomon & Ecclesiastes!!! “Vanity, vanity...”

You are naturally wired to want (Gal. 5) and as Christ-followers you are supernaturally wired to want (Fruit of the
Spirit; Beatitudes; Great C’s; & armor of God...
*** “covetousness” =
- “a” or antithesis
- “philaeo” = love
- “a-goo-rah” = silver
*** You CANNOT love both silver & Savior! - Jesus & then JDP
> More sin...
> More safety
> More self

> More stuff
> More success
OR
> More Sanctification
> More salvations
> More sending
> More serving
> More Savior
See “the odd couple” & Romans 7 sermon & Scripture...
Connect this text to:
- Stickman
- Fundamentals
- Manifesto
> What do you want?
> To what degree do you want it?
> What does that look/love/live like?
Exalting Christ:
Hebrews 1:3
Hebrews 1:9
Hebrews 2:9
Hebrews 5:5
Hebrews 10:7
John 1:1-18
Ephesians 1:20; 4:10
Luke 22:69
Acts 2:33 & 36; 5:31
Philippians 2:9
1 Peter 3:22
Revelation 5:12

Note: Christ & Holiness were at the heart of every one of Hebrews’ warnings & worship passages. - JDP

We don’t want to just look the part, we want to live the passion... not merely learn the meaning but live the mission! JDP

- We walk by faith not sight
- As a man sows, so shall he reap...
- Seek first the Kingdom...
- Dead men make no demands... nor decisions! - JDP
- Discontent = hellish pride rebellion & unbelief
- Key in on “SAY” (preach/proclaim) first to yourself & then to the world

A. Don’t covet
B. Be content (2 Cor. 11)
C. Trust Christ
Don’t do what so many others are doing (and have already done)! - JDP
> Why (you might ask)?
> Answer (per God & His Word)...
~ “For He (God) has said: I will never, never, never, NEVER leave you nor forsake you!”
~ Hebrews 12:28 (affirmative)
~ Hebrews 10:19-25 (affirming)

~ Hebrews 10:26-31 (negative)
~ Hebrews 10:37-39 (warning)
Beware your shadow mission!
QUESTION:
Why do we drift?
Why do we disconnect?
Why do we dilly dally?
Why do we disobey?
Why do we deny & defy?
*** ANSWER:
1. We are not miraculously born again
OR
2. We are not content in/with Christ
> Stumble
> Sin
~ Unbelief
~ Rebellion
~ Selfishness
3. We are coveting more than Christ
> Stumble
> Sin
~ Pride
~ Idolatry
~ Petty-jealousy

1 So Moses continued to speak these words to all Israel.
2 And he said to them, "I am 120 years old today. I am no longer able to go out and come in. The LORD has said to
me, 'You shall not go over this Jordan.'
3 The LORD your God himself will go over before you. He will destroy these nations before you, so that you shall
dispossess them, and Joshua will go over at your head, as the LORD has spoken.
4 And the LORD will do to them as he did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites, and to their land, when he
destroyed them.
5 And the LORD will give them over to you, and you shall do to them according to the whole commandment that I
have commanded you.
6 Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the LORD your God who goes with you. He
will not leave you or forsake you."
7 Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, "Be strong and courageous, for you shall
go with this people into the land that the LORD has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall put them in
possession of it.
8 It is the LORD who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be
dismayed."
9 Then Moses wrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who carried the ark of the covenant of the
LORD, and to all the elders of Israel.
Deuteronomy 31:1-9

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' assistant,
2 "Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am
giving to them, to the people of Israel.
3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to Moses.

4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the
Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory.
5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I
will not leave you or forsake you.
6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give
them.
7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant
commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you
go.
8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will
have good success.
9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the
LORD your God is with you wherever you go."
10 And Joshua commanded the officers of the people,
11 "Pass through the midst of the camp and command the people, 'Prepare your provisions, for within three days you
are to pass over this Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving you to
possess.'"
12 And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh Joshua said,
13 "Remember the word that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, 'The LORD your God is
providing you a place of rest and will give you this land.'
Joshua 1:1-13

1 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
2 Let Israel say, "His steadfast love endures forever."
3 Let the house of Aaron say, "His steadfast love endures forever."
4 Let those who fear the LORD say, "His steadfast love endures forever."
5 Out of my distress I called on the LORD; the LORD answered me and set me free.
6 The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me?
7 The LORD is on my side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me.
8 It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.
9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes.
10 All nations surrounded me; in the name of the LORD I cut them off!
11 They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; in the name of the LORD I cut them off!
12 They surrounded me like bees; they went out like a fire among thorns; in the name of the LORD I cut them off!
13 I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, but the LORD helped me.
14 The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.
15 Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the righteous: "The right hand of the LORD does valiantly,
16 the right hand of the LORD exalts, the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!"
17 I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD.
18 The LORD has disciplined me severely, but he has not given me over to death.
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.
20 This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it.
21 I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
23 This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
25 Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success!
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We bless you from the house of the LORD.
27 The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns
of the altar!
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you.
29 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
Psalms 118:1-29

Key WORDS/TERMS:

866. aphilarguros ►

Strong's Concordance
aphilarguros: without love of money
Original Word: ἀφιλάργυρος, ον
Part of Speech: Adjective
Transliteration: aphilarguros
Phonetic Spelling: (af-il-ar'-goo-ros)
Definition: without love of money
Usage: not loving money, not avaricious.
HELPS Word-studies
866 aphilárgyros (from 1 /A, "not," 5368/philéō, "fond of"
and 696 /árgyros, "silver") – properly, "not fond of silver,"
i.e. not covetousfor money; free from the love of materialism;
not dominated (over-influenced) by the desire for financial
gain; non-materialistic. See also 5365 /philargyría ("love of
money").
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from alpha (as a neg. prefix) and philarguros
Definition
without love of money
NASB Translation
free from the love of money (1), free from the love (1).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 866: ἀφιλάργυρος
ἀφιλάργυρος, ἀφιλάργυρον (alpha privative
and φιλάργυρος), not loving money, not avaricios; only in
the N. T., twice viz. 1 Timothy 3:3; Hebrews 13:5. (Cf. Trench, §

xxiv.)
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
without covetousness, not greedy.
From a (as a negative particle) and philarguros; unavaricious - without covetousness, not greedy of filthy lucre.
see GREEK a
see GREEK philarguros
Forms and Transliterations
αφιλαργυρον αφιλάργυρον ἀφιλάργυρον Αφιλαργυρος
αφιλάργυρος Ἀφιλάργυρος aphilarguron Aphilarguros
aphilargyron aphilárgyron Aphilargyros Aphilárgyros
Links
Interlinear Greek • Interlinear Hebrew • Strong's
Numbers • Englishman's Greek Concordance • Englishman's
Hebrew Concordance • Parallel Texts
Englishman's Concordance
1 Timothy 3:3 Adj-AMS
GRK: ἐπιεικῆ ἄμαχον ἀφιλάργυρον
NAS: peaceable, free from the love of money.
KJV: patient, not a brawler, not covetous;
INT: gentle peaceable not loving money
Hebrews 13:5 Adj-NMS
GRK: Ἀφιλάργυρος ὁ τρόπος
NAS: [Make sure that] your character is free from the love of
money, being content

KJV: [Let your] conversation [be] without covetousness; [and
be] content
INT: without covetousness [let your] the manner of life [be]

Strong's Greek 866
2 Occurrences

ἀφιλάργυρον — 1 Occ.
Ἀφιλάργυρος — 1 Occ.

714. arkeó ►

Strong's Concordance
arkeó: to assist, suffice
Original Word: ἀρκέω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: arkeó
Phonetic Spelling: (ar-keh'-o)
Definition: to assist, suffice
Usage: I keep off, assist; I suffice; pass: I am satisfied.
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. verb
Definition
to assist, suffice
NASB Translation
content (3), enough (2), satisfied (1), sufficient (2).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon

STRONGS NT 714: ἀρκέω
ἀρκέω, ἄρκῳ; 1 aorist ἠρκεσα; (passive, present ἀρκοῦμαι); 1
future ἀρκεσθήσομαι; to be possessed of unfailing strength;
to be strong, to suffice, to be enough (as against any danger;
hence, to defend, ward off, in Homer; (others make this the
radical meaning, cf. Latarceo; Curtius, § 7)): with the dative of
person, Matthew 25:9; John 6:7; ἀρκεῖ σοι ἡχάρις my grace is
sufficient for thee, namely, to enable thee to bear the evil
manfully; there is, therefore, no reason why thou shouldst ask
for its removal, 2 Corinthians 12:9;
impersonally, ἀρκεῖ ἡμῖν 'tis enough for us, we are
content, John 14:8. Passive (as in Greek writings) to be
satisfied, contented: τίνι, with a thing, Luke 3:14; Hebrews
13:5; 1 Timothy 6:8; (2 Macc. 5:15); ἐπί τίνι, 3 John 1:10.
(Compare: ἐπαρκέω.)
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
be content, be enough, suffice.
Apparently a primary verb (but probably akin to airo through
the idea of raising a barrier); properly, to ward off, i.e. (by
implication) to avail (figuratively, be satisfactory) -- be
content, be enough, suffice, be sufficient.
see GREEK airo
Forms and Transliterations
αρκει αρκεί ἀρκεῖ αρκεισθε αρκείσθε ἀρκεῖσθε αρκέσει
αρκεση αρκέση ἀρκέσῃ αρκεσθησομεθα αρκεσθησόμεθα
ἀρκεσθησόμεθα αρκέσουσί αρκουμενοι αρκούμενοι
ἀρκούμενοι αρκουμενος αρκούμενος ἀρκούμενος αρκούν

αρκουσιν αρκούσιν ἀρκοῦσιν ηρκέσθη arkei arkeî arkeisthe
arkeîsthe arkese arkesē arkései arkésēi arkesthesometha
arkesthesómetha arkesthēsometha arkesthēsómetha
arkoumenoi arkoúmenoi arkoumenos arkoúmenos arkousin
arkoûsin
Links
Interlinear Greek • Interlinear Hebrew • Strong's
Numbers • Englishman's Greek Concordance • Englishman's
Hebrew Concordance • Parallel Texts
Englishman's Concordance
Matthew 25:9 V-ASA-3S
GRK: οὐ μὴ ἀρκέσῃ ἡμῖν καὶ
NAS: No, there will not be enough for us and you [too]; go
KJV: there be not enough for us and
INT: none not even it might suffice for us and
Luke 3:14 V-PMM/P-2P
GRK: συκοφαντήσητε καὶ ἀρκεῖσθε τοῖς ὀψωνίοις
NAS: accuse [anyone] falsely, and be contentwith your wages.
KJV: and be content with your
INT: accuse falsely and be content with the wages

John 6:7 V-PIA-3P
GRK: ἄρτοι οὐκ ἀρκοῦσιν αὐτοῖς ἵνα
NAS: worth of bread is not sufficient for them, for everyone
KJV: is not sufficient for them, that
INT: loaves not are sufficient for them that

John 14:8 V-PIA-3S
GRK: πατέρα καὶ ἀρκεῖ ἡμῖν
NAS: us the Father, and it is enough for us.
KJV: the Father, and it sufficeth us.
INT: Father and it is enough for us

2 Corinthians 12:9 V-PIA-3S
GRK: εἴρηκέν μοι Ἀρκεῖ σοι ἡ

NAS: to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for power
KJV: My grace is sufficient for thee: for
INT: he said to me suffices you the

1 Timothy 6:8 V-FIP-1P
GRK: σκεπάσματα τούτοις ἀρκεσθησόμεθα
NAS: with these we shall be content.
KJV: let us be therewith content.
INT: coverings with these we will be satisfied

Hebrews 13:5 V-PPM/P-NMP
GRK: ὁ τρόπος ἀρκούμενοι τοῖς παροῦσιν
NAS: is free from the love of money, being content with what
you have;
KJV: [be] without covetousness; [and be] content with such
things as ye have:
INT: the manner of life [be] satisfied with present [circumstances]

3 John 1:10 V-PPM/P-NMS
GRK: καὶ μὴ ἀρκούμενος ἐπὶ τούτοις
NAS: words; and not satisfied with this,
KJV: and not content therewith, neither
INT: and not satisfied with these

Strong's Greek 714
8 Occurrences

ἀρκεῖ — 2 Occ.
ἀρκεῖσθε — 1 Occ.
ἀρκέσῃ — 1 Occ.
ἀρκεσθησόμεθα — 1 Occ.
ἀρκούμενοι — 1 Occ.
ἀρκούμενος — 1 Occ.
ἀρκοῦσιν — 1 Occ.

3756. ou, ouk, ouch ►
Strong's Concordance
ou, ouk, ouch: not, no
Original Word: οὐ
Part of Speech: Particle, Negative
Transliteration: ou, ouk, ouch
Phonetic Spelling: (oo)
Definition: not, no
Usage: no, not.
HELPS Word-studies
3756 ou – no ("not"). 3756 (ou) objectivelynegates a
statement, "ruling it out as fact."
[3756 (ou) is written ouk before smooth breathings
and oux before a rough breathing.]
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a prim. word
Definition
not, no
NASB Translation
all* (1), any the less (2), before* (1), cannot (1), cannot* (49),
certainly* (1), ever* (3), except (1), failed (1), few* (1), great*
(1), greatly* (1), impossible* (1), incessantly* (1), kept...a
virgin* (1), kept right* (1), long* (1), neither (2), neither* (3),
never (6), never* (17), no (147), no* (22), none (4), none* (3),
nor (3), nothing (8), nothing* (13), nowhere* (2), number (1),
number* (2), only* (5), rather (2), rather than (1), refrain (1),

refused* (1), than* (2), unable* (6), unaware* (3), unwilling*
(12), unworthy* (1), virgin* (1), without (2), without* (6).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 3756: οὐ
οὐ before a consonant, οὐκ before a vowel with a smooth
breathing, and οὐχ before an aspirated vowel; but sometimes
in the best manuscripts οὐχ occurs even before a smooth
breathing; accordingly, L T WH marginal reading have
adopted οὐχ ἰδού, Acts 2:7; L Tοὐχ Ἰουδαϊκῶς, Galatians
2:14 (see WH, Introduction, § 409); L οὐχ ὀλίγος, Acts
19:23; οὐχ ἠγάπησαν, Revelation 12:11; and
contrariwise οὐκ before an aspirate, as οὐκἕστηκεν, John
8:44 T; (οὐκ ἕνεκεν, 2 Corinthians 7:12 T); (οὐκ εὗρον, Luke
24:3; (οὐκ ὑπάρχει, Acts 3:6) in manuscript ( אalso C*; cf.
the Alex. manuscript in 1 Esdr. 4:2, 12; Job 19:16; Job 38:11,
26)); cf. Winers Grammar, § 5, 1 d. 14; Buttmann, 7; (A.
V.Schütz, Hist. Alphab. Art., Berol. 1875, pp. 54-58; Sophocles,
Hist. of Greek Alphab., 1st edition 1848, p. 64f (on the
breathing); Tdf., the Sept., edition 4, Proleg., pp. xxxiii.
xxxiv.; Scrivener, Collation etc., 2nd edition, p. 55: no. 9; id.
manuscript Bezae, p. xlvii. no. 11 (cf. p. xiii. no. 5); Kuenen and
Cobet, N. T. etc., p. 87f; Tdf. Proleg., p. 90f; WH. Introductory §§
405ff, and Appendix, p. 143f); the Sept. for  ֵאין, ַא ִין, ;ל ֹאa particle
of negation, not (how it differs from μή has been explained
in μή, at the beginning); it is used:
1. absolutely and accented, οὐ, nay, no(Winer's Grammar, 476
(444)): in answers, ὁδέ φησίν. οὐ, Matthew
13:29; ἀπεκρίθη. Οὐ, John 1:21; (), cf. 7:12; repeated, οὐ οὐ, it
strengthens the negation, nay, nay, by no means, Matthew

5:37; ἤτω ὑμῶν τό οὐ οὐ, let your denial be truthful, James
5:12; on 2 Corinthians 1:17-19, see ναί.
2. It is joined to other words — to a finite verb, simply to deny
that what is declared in the verb applies to the subject of the
sentence: Matthew 1:25 (οὐκ ἐγίνωσκεν αὐτήν); Mark
3:25; Luke 6:43; John 10:28; Acts 7:5; Romans 1:16, and times
without number. It has the same force when conjoined to
participles: ὡς οὐκ ἀέρα δέρων, 1 Corinthians
9:26; οὐκ ὄντος αὐτῷ τέκνου, at the time when he had no
child, Acts 7:5 (μή ὄντος would be, although he had no
child); add, Romans 8:20; 1 Corinthians 4:14; 2 Corinthians
4:8; Galatians 4:8, 27; Colossians 2:19; Philippians
3:3; Hebrews 11:35; 1 Peter 1:8; ὁ ... οὐκ ὤνποιμήν, John
10:12 (where according to classical usage μή must have been
employed, because such a person is imagined as is not a
shepherd; (cf. Buttmann, 351 (301) and μή, I. 5 b.)). in relative
sentences: εἰσιν ... τινες οἱ οὐπιστεύουσιν, John 6:64;
add, Matthew 10:38; Matthew 12:2; Luke 6:2; Romans
15:21; Galatians 3:10,
etc.; οὐκ ἐστιν ὅς and οὐδένἐστιν ὁ followed by a
future: Matthew 10:26; Luke 8:17; Luke
12:2; τίς ἐστιν, ὅς οὐ followed by a present indicative: Acts
19:35; Hebrews 12:7; cf. Winers Grammar, 481
(448); Buttmann, 355 (305); in statements introduced
by ὅτι after verbs of understanding, perceiving, saying,
etc.: John 5:42; John 8:55, etc.; ὅτιοὐκ (where οὐκ is
pleonastic) after ἀρνεῖσθαι, 1 John 2:22; cf. Buttmann, § 148,
13; (Winer's Grammar, § 65, 2 β.); — to an infinitive,
where μή might have been
expected: τίς ἔτι χρείακατά τήν τάξιν Μελχισέδεκ ἕτερον ἀνίσ

τασθαιἱερέα καί οὐ κατά τήν τάξιν Ἀαρών λέγεσθαι, Hebrews
7:11 (where the difficulty is hardly removed by saying (e. g.
with Winer's Grammar, 482 (449)) that οὐ belongs only
to κατά τήν τάξιν Ἀαρών, not to the infinitive). it serves to
deny other parts of statements: οὐκἐν σοφία λόγου, 1
Corinthians 1:17; οὐ μέλανι, οὐκ ἐν πλαξί λιθίναις, 2
Corinthians 3:3, and many other examples; — to deny the
object, ἔλεος (R G ἔλεον) θέλω, οὐ θυσίαν, Matthew
9:13; Matthew 12:7; οὐκ ἐμέ δέχεται, Mark 9:37. It blends with
the term to which it is prefixed into a single and that an
affirmative idea (Winers Grammar, 476 (444); cf. Buttmann,
347 (298)); as, οὐκ ἐάω, to present, hinder, Acts 16:7; Acts
19:30 (cf., on this phrase, Herm. ad Vig., p. 887f); οὐκ ἔχω, to
be poor, Matthew 13:12; Mark 4:25 (see ἔχω, I. 2 a., p.
266{b}); τά οὐκ ἀνήκοντα (or ἅοὐκ ἀνῆκεν, L T Tr WH), unsee
mly, dishonorable, Ephesians 5:4 (see μή, I. 5 d. at the end, p.
410a; (cf. Buttmann, § 148, 7{a}.; Winer's Grammar, 486
(452))); often so as to form a litotes; as, οὐκ ἀγνοέω, to know
well, 2 Corinthians 2:11 (Wis. 12:10); οὐκὀλίγοι, not a few, i. e.
very many, Acts 17:4, 12; Acts 19:23; Acts 15:2; Acts
14:28; Acts 27:20; οὐ πολλαί ἡμέραι, a few days, Luke
15:13; John 2:12; Acts 1:5; οὐ πολύ, Acts
27:14; οὐ μετρίως, Acts 20:12; οὐκ ἄσημος, not
undistinguished (A. V. no mean etc.), Acts
21:39; οὐκ ἐκ μέτρου, John 3:34. it serves to limit the term to
which it is joined: οὐ πάντως, not altogether, not
entirely (see πάντως, c. β.); οὐ πᾶς, not any and every
one, Matthew 7:21; plural, οὐ πάντες, not all, Matthew
19:11; Romans 9:6; Romans 10:16; οὐ πᾶσα σάρξ, not every
kind of flesh, 1 Corinthians 15:39; οὐπαντί τῷ λαῷ, not to all
the people, Acts 10:41; on the other hand, when οὐ is joined to

the verb, πᾶς ... οὐ must be rendered no one, no (as in
Hebrew, now  ל ֹא... ָכּל, now  ָכּל...  ;ל ֹאcf. Winer, Lex. Hebrew et
Chald., p. 513f): Luke 1:31; Ephesians 5:5; 1 John
2:21; Revelation 22:3; πᾶσα σάρξ ... οὐ with a verb, no flesh,
no mortal, Matthew 24:22; Mark 13:20; Romans
3:20; Galatians 2:16; cf. Winers Grammar, § 26, 1; (Buttmann,
121 (106)). Joined to a noun it denies and annuls the idea of
the noun; as, τόν οὐ λαόν, a people that is not a people
(German einNichtvolk, a no-people), Romans 9:25, cf. 1 Peter
2:10; ἐπ' οὐκ ἔθνει (R. V. with that which is no
nation), Romans 10:19 (so ָﬠם ל ֹא; ֵאל ל ֹא, a nogod, Deuteronomy 32:21; ֵﬠץ ל ֹא, a not-wood,Isaiah
10:15; οὐκ ἀρχιερεύς, 2 Macc.
4:13; ἡοὐ διάλυσις, Thucydides 1, 137, 4; ἡ οὐπεριτείχισις 3,
95, 2; ἡ οὐκ ἐξουσία 5, 50,
3; δἰἀπειροσυναν ... κουκ ἀπόδειξιν, Euripides, Hippolytus
196, and other examples in Greek writings; non
sutor, Horace sat. 2, 3, 106; non corpus, Cicero, acad. 1, 39 at
the end); cf. Winers Grammar, 476 (444); (Buttmann, § 148,
9); ἡ οὐκ ἠγαπημένη, Romans 9:25; οἱοὐκ ἠλεημένοι, 1 Peter
2:10.
3. followed by another negative,
a. it strengthens the negation: οὐ κρίνωοὐδένα, John 8:15;
add, Mark 5:37; 2 Corinthians
11:9 (8); οὗ οὐκ ἦν οὐδέπω οὐδείςκείμενος, Luke
23:53 (see οὐδέπω); οὐκ ... οὐδέν, nothing at all, Luke
4:2; John 6:63; John 11:49; John 12:19; John
15:5; οὐ μέλει σοιπερί οὐδενός, Matthew

22:16; οὐκ ... οὐκέτι, Acts 8:39; cf. Matthiae, § 609, 3; Kühner,
ii. § 516; Winers Grammar, § 55, 9{b}; (Buttmann, § 148, 11).
b. as in Latin, it changes a negation into an affirmation
(cf. Matthiae, § 609, 2; Klotz ad Devar. ii. 2, p. 695f; Winers
Grammar, § 55, 9 a.; Buttmann, § 148,
12); οὐ παρά τοῦτο οὐκἐστιν ἐκ τοῦ σώματος, not on this
account is it not of the body, i. e. it belongs to the body, does
not cease to be of the body, 1 Corinthians
12:15; οὐ δυνάμεθα ἅ εἴδομεν καίἠκούσαμεν μή λαλεῖν, we
are unable not to speak (A. V. we cannot but speak), Acts
4:20.
4. It is used in disjunctive statements where one thing is
denied that another may be established (Winers Grammar, §
55, 8; cf. Buttmann, 356 (306)): οὐκ ... ἀλλά, Luke 8:52; Luke
24:6 (WH reject the clause); John 1:33; John 7:10, 12, 16; John
8:49; Acts 10:41; Romans 8:20; 1 Corinthians 15:10; 2
Corinthians 3:3; 2 Corinthians 8:5; Hebrews 2:16, etc.;
see ἀλλά II. 1; οὐχ ἵνα ... ἀλλ' ἵνα, John
3:17; οὐχ ἵνα ... ἀλλά, John 6:38; οὐμόνον ... ἀλλά καί, see ἀλλά,
II. 1 and μόνος, 2; οὐκ ... εἰ μή, see εἰ, III. 8 c., p.
171{b}; οὐ μήwith subjunctive aorist followed
by εἰ μή, Revelation 21:27 (see εἰ as above, β.).
5. It is joined to other particles: οὐ μή, not at all, by no
means, surely not, in no wise, see μή, IV.; οὐ μηκέτι with
aorist subjunctive Matthew 21:19 L T Tr marginal
reading WH. μή οὐ, where μή is interrogative (Latinnum)
and οὐ negative (cf. Buttmann, 248 (214), 354 (304); Winer's
Grammar, 511 (476)): Romans 10:18; 1 Corinthians 9:4; 1

Corinthians 11:22. εἰ οὐ, see εἰ, III. 11, p.
172a. οὐ γάρ (see γάρ, I., p. 109b), Acts 16:37.
6. As in Hebrew  ל ֹאwith imperfect, so in Biblical Greek οὐ with
2 person future is used in emphatic prohibition (in secular
authors it is milder; cf. Winers Grammar, § 43, 5 c.; also 501f
(467f); (Buttmann, § 139, 64); Fritzsche on Matthew, p. 259f
(cf. p. 252f) thinks otherwise, but not correctly): Matthew 6:5;
and besides in the moral precepts of the O. T., Matthew
4:7; Matthew 19:18; Luke 4:12; Acts 23:5; Romans
7:7; Romans 13:9.
7. οὐ is used interrogatively — when an affirmative answer is
expected (Latinnonne; (Winers Grammar, § 57,
3{a}; Buttmann, 247 (213))): Matthew 6:26, 30; Matthew
17:24; Mark 4:21; Mark 12:24; Luke 11:40; John 4:35; John
7:25; Acts 9:21; Romans 9:21; 1 Corinthians 9:1, 6f, 12; James
2:4, and often; οὐκ οἴδατε κτλ.; and the like, see εἰδῶ, II. 1, p.
174{a}; ἀλλ' οὐ, Hebrews 3:16 (see ἀλλά, I. 10, p.
28{a}); οὐκ ἀποκρίνῃ οὐδέν; answerest thou nothing at
all? Mark 14:60; Mark 15:4; — where an exclamation of
reproach or wonder, which denies directly, may take the place
of a negative question: Mark 4:13, 38; Luke 17:18; Acts
13:10 (cf. Buttmann, § 139, 65); (on which see ἄρα, 1);
cf. Winer's Grammar, as above; οὐ μή πίω αὐτό; shall I not
drink it? John 18:11; cf. Winers Grammar, p. 512 (477);
(cf. Buttmann, § 139, 2).
STRONGS NT 3756: οὐχοὐχ, see οὐ.

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance

nay, neither, never, no
Also (before a vowel) ouk (ook), and (before an aspirate) ouch
(ookh) a primary word; the absolute negative (compare me)
adverb; no or not -- + long, nay, neither, never, no (X man),
none, (can-)not, + nothing, + special, un(-worthy), when, +
without, + yet but. See also ou me, mekos.
see GREEK me
see GREEK ou me
see GREEK mekos
Forms and Transliterations
ακουσόμεθα απηλευθερώθη από αποθανείσθε διέρρηξαν
έγνωσαν ἐγώ εκ εξ επεκαλέσαντο έχουσι ήξει ηρνήσω
μετενόησαν μη ότι Ου οὐ οὔ οὒ οὐδὲ ουκ οὐκ οὖκ ουκέσπειρα
ουκέστησεν ουκέτι ουκεφείσατο ουξ ουχ οὐχ όυχ ουχήμαρτες
ουχήρπασε ουχί οὐχὶ πάντες ποιούμεν ώδινον ego egō egṓ ou
oú où ouch ouchi ouchì oude oudè ouk oûk
Links
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Englishman's Concordance
Matthew 1:25 Adv
GRK: καὶ οὐκ ἐγίνωσκεν αὐτὴν
NAS: but kept her a virgin until
KJV: her not till
INT: and not knew her
Matthew 2:18 Adv
GRK: αὐτῆς καὶ οὐκ ἤθελεν παρακληθῆναι

NAS: FOR HER CHILDREN; AND SHE
COMFORTED,
KJV: and would not be comforted, because

REFUSED TO

INT: of her and not would be comforted

Matthew 2:18 Adv
GRK: παρακληθῆναι ὅτι οὐκ εἰσίν
NAS: BECAUSE THEY WERE NO MORE.
KJV: because they are not.
INT: be comforted because no more are they

Matthew 3:11 Adv
GRK: ἐστίν οὗ οὐκ εἰμὶ ἱκανὸς
KJV: shoes I am not worthy to bear:
INT: is he of whom not I am fit

Matthew 4:4 Adv
GRK: εἶπεν Γέγραπται Οὐκ ἐπ' ἄρτῳ
KJV: Man shall not live by
INT: he said It has been written Not by bread

Matthew 4:7 Adv
GRK: Πάλιν γέγραπται Οὐκ ἐκπειράσεις Κύριον
KJV: again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
INT: Again it has been written not You will test [the] Lord

Matthew 5:14 Adv
GRK: τοῦ κόσμου οὐ δύναται πόλις
KJV: on an hill cannot be hid.
INT: of the world not is able A city

Matthew 5:17 Adv
GRK: τοὺς προφήτας οὐκ ἦλθον καταλῦσαι
KJV: I am not come
INT: the prophets not I came to abolish

Matthew 5:18 Adv
GRK: μία κεραία οὐ μὴ παρέλθῃ
INT: one tittle no not shall pass away

Matthew 5:20 Adv
GRK: καὶ Φαρισαίων οὐ μὴ εἰσέλθητε

BE

INT: and Pharisees no not shall you enter

Matthew 5:21 Adv
GRK: τοῖς ἀρχαίοις Οὐ φονεύσεις ὃς
KJV: Thou shalt not kill;
INT: to the ancients not You will murder whoever

Matthew 5:26 Adv
GRK: λέγω σοι οὐ μὴ ἐξέλθῃς

INT: I say to you no not shall you come out

Matthew 5:27 Adv
GRK: ὅτι ἐρρέθη Οὐ μοιχεύσεις
KJV: Thou shalt not commit adultery:
INT: that it was said not You will commit adultery

Matthew 5:33 Adv
GRK: τοῖς ἀρχαίοις Οὐκ ἐπιορκήσεις ἀποδώσεις
KJV: Thou shalt not forswear thyself,
INT: to the ancients not You will swear falsely you will keep

Matthew 5:36 Adv
GRK: ὀμόσῃς ὅτι οὐ δύνασαι μίαν
KJV: because thou canst not make one
INT: shall you swear because not you are able one

Matthew 5:37 Adv
GRK: ναὶ ναί οὒ οὔ τὸ
NAS: yes [or] 'No, no;
KJV: Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for
INT: Yes yes no no [anything]

Matthew 5:37 Adv
GRK: ναί οὒ οὔ τὸ δὲ
NAS: [or] 'No, no; anything beyond
KJV: yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more
INT: yes no no [anything] moreover

Matthew 6:1 Adv
GRK: μή¦γε μισθὸν οὐκ ἔχετε παρὰ
NAS: you have no reward
KJV: otherwise ye have no reward of

INT: lest reward no you have with

Matthew 6:5 Adv
GRK: ὅταν προσεύχησθε οὐκ ἔσεσθε ὡς
KJV: thou prayest, thou shalt not be as
INT: when you pray not you will be as

Matthew 6:20 Adv
GRK: ὅπου κλέπται οὐ διορύσσουσιν οὐδὲ
KJV: thieves do not break through nor
INT: where theives not do break in nor

Matthew 6:24 Adv
GRK: ἑτέρου καταφρονήσει οὐ δύνασθε θεῷ
KJV: despise the other. Ye cannot serve God
INT: other he will despise not You are able God

Matthew 6:26 Adv
GRK: οὐρανοῦ ὅτι οὐ σπείρουσιν οὐδὲ
KJV: they sow not, neither
INT: air that not they sow nor

Matthew 6:26 Adv
GRK: τρέφει αὐτά οὐχ ὑμεῖς μᾶλλον
KJV: Are ye not much better than
INT: feeds them not you much

Matthew 6:28 Adv
GRK: πῶς αὐξάνουσιν οὐ κοπιῶσιν οὐδὲ
KJV: they toil not, neither
INT: how they grow [they do] not labor nor

Matthew 6:30 Adv
GRK: οὕτως ἀμφιέννυσιν οὐ πολλῷ μᾶλλον
KJV: the oven, [shall he] not much
INT: thus clothes [will he] not much more

Strong's Greek 3756
1634 Occurrences
οὐ — 699 Occ.

οὐχ — 105 Occ.
οὐκ — 830 Occ.

447. aniémi ►
Strong's Concordance
aniémi: to send up, produce, send back
Original Word: ἀνίημι
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: aniémi
Phonetic Spelling: (an-ee'-ay-mee)
Definition: to send up, produce, send back
Usage: I send up, produce, send back; I let go; I relax, loosen,
hence met: I give up, desist from.
HELPS Word-studies
447 aníēmi (from 303 /aná, "up" and 2447 /iós, "send") –
properly, send up so as to loosen; let go ("sink"); fail to uphold;
to desert (abandon), especially what has already been trusted
or embraced. (Note the process implied with the prefix, ana.)
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from ana and hiémi (to send)
Definition
to send up, produce, send back
NASB Translation
desert (1), give (1), loosening (1), unfastened (1).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon

STRONGS NT 447: ἀνίημι
ἀνίημι (participle plural ἀνιέντες); 2 aorist subjunctive ἄνω,
participle plural ἀνέντες; 1 aorist passive ἀνέθην; to send
back; to relax; contextually, to loosen: τί, Acts
16:26 (τούςδεσμούς, Plutarch, Alex. M. 73); Acts 27:40.
Tropically, τήν ἀπειλήν, to give up, omit, calm (?), Ephesians
6:9; (τήν ἔχθραν, Thucydides 3, 10; τήν ὀργήν, Plutarch, Alex.
M. 70). to leave, not to uphold, to let sink: Hebrews 13:5,
(Deuteronomy 31:6).
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
forbear, give up, loosen.
From ana and hiemi (to send); to let up, i.e. (literally) slacken
or (figuratively) desert, desist from -- forbear, leave, loose.
see GREEK ana
Forms and Transliterations
ανεθη ανέθη ἀνέθη ανειμένα ανειμέναι ανειμένης ανειμένον
ανείς ανείται ανεντες ανέντες ἀνέντες άνες ανή ανήκα ανήκε
ανήσει ανήσεις ανήσω ανιεντες ανιέντες ἀνιέντες ανω ἀνῶ
ανώμεν anentes anéntes anethe anethē anéthe anéthē
anientes aniéntes ano anô anō anō̂
Links
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Acts 16:26 V-AIP-3S

GRK: τὰ δεσμὰ ἀνέθη
NAS: and everyone's chains were unfastened.
KJV: every one's bands were loosed.
INT: the chains were loosed
Acts 27:40 V-APA-NMP
GRK: θάλασσαν ἅμα ἀνέντες τὰς ζευκτηρίας
NAS: while at the same time they were loosening the ropes
KJV: the sea, and loosed the rudder bands,
INT: sea at the same time having loosened the ropes

Ephesians 6:9 V-PPA-NMP
GRK: πρὸς αὐτούς ἀνιέντες τὴν ἀπειλήν
NAS: things to them, and give up threatening,
KJV: them, forbearing threatening:
INT: toward them giving up the threatening

Hebrews 13:5 V-ASA-1S
GRK: μή σε ἀνῶ οὐδ' οὐ
NAS: I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR
KJV: I will never leave thee,
INT: not you will I leave nor never

Strong's Greek 447
4 Occurrences
ἀνέντες — 1 Occ.
ἀνέθη — 1 Occ.
ἀνιέντες — 1 Occ.
ἀνῶ — 1 Occ.

1459. egkataleipó ►
Strong's Concordance

egkataleipó: to leave behind, i.e. (in a good sense) let
remain over or (in a bad sense) desert
Original Word: ἐγκαταλείπω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: egkataleipó
Phonetic Spelling: (eng-kat-al-i'-po)
Definition: to leave behind, (in a good sense) let remain over
or (in a bad sense) desert
Usage: I leave in the lurch, abandon (one who is in straits),
desert.
HELPS Word-studies
1459 egkataleípō (from 1722 /en, "in"; 2596/katá, "down";
and 3007 /leípō, "to leave") – properly, left in a condition of
lack ("without"); hence, to feel forsaken (helpless), like left in
dire circumstances.
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from en and kataleipó
Definition
to leave behind, i.e. (in a good sense) let remain over or (in a
bad sense) desert
NASB Translation
abandon (1), abandoned (1), deserted (2), forsake (1),
forsaken (3), forsaking (1), left (1).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 1459: ἐγκαταλείπω
ἐγκαταλείπω (Acts 2:27, 31, T WHἐνκαταλείπω.; T also
in Romans 9:29, see his note and cf. ἐν, III. 3);
(imperfect ἐγκατελειπον(WH text in 2 Timothy 4:10, 16));

future ἐγκαταλείψω; 2 aorist ἐγκατέλιπον; passive
(present ἐγκαταλείπομαι) 1 aorist ἐγκατελειφθην;
the Sept. for ;ָﬠַזב
1. to abandon, desert (ἐν equivalent to ἐν τίνι, in some place
or condition), i. e. to leave in straits, leave
helpless, (colloquial, leave in the lurch): τινα, Matthew
27:46 and Mark 15:34 from Psalm 21:2 (); Hebrews 13:5;
passive 2 Corinthians 4:9; after the
Hebrew  ָﬠַזבwith ְל, τινα εἰς ᾅδου (or ᾅδην), by forsaking one to
let hlm go into Hades, abandon unto Hades, Acts 2:27,
31 (not R). to desert, forsake: τινα, 2 Timothy 4:10,
16; τήνἐπισυναγωγήν, Hebrews 10:25.
2. to leave behind among, to leave
surviving: ἡμῖν σπέρμα, Romans 9:29 from Isaiah 1:9.
(Hesiod, Works, 376; Thucydides, and following.)

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
forsake, leave.
From en and kataleipo; to leave behind in some place, i.e. (in a
good sense) let remain over, or (in a bad sense) to desert -forsake, leave.
see GREEK en
see GREEK kataleipo
Forms and Transliterations
εγκαταλείπητε εγκαταλειπομενοι εγκαταλειπόμενοι
ἐγκαταλειπόμενοι εγκαταλείποντας εγκαταλειποντες

εγκαταλειπόντες εγκαταλείποντες ἐγκαταλείποντες
εγκαταλειφθέντες εγκαταλειφθήσεται εγκαταλείψει
ἐγκαταλείψεις εγκαταλείψομεν εγκαταλείψουσιν
εγκαταλείψω εγκαταλελειμμέναι εγκαταλελειμμέναις
εγκαταλελειμμένη εγκαταλελειμμένην εγκαταλελειμμένοι
εγκαταλελειμμένον εγκαταλελειμμένους εγκαταλέλοιπα
εγκαταλέλοιπε εγκαταλελοιπώς εγκαταλιμπανόντων
εγκατάλιπε εγκαταλίπει εγκαταλιπείν εγκαταλίπης
εγκαταλίπητε εγκαταλίποιτο εγκαταλιπόντες εγκαταλιπω
εγκαταλίπω ἐγκαταλίπω εγκαταλίπωμεν εγκαταλίπωσιν
εγκατελειπον ἐγκατέλειπον εγκατελείφθη ἐγκατελείφθη
εγκατελείφθησαν εγκατέλιπαν εγκατελίπατε εγκατέλιπε
εγκατέλιπέ εγκάτελιπε εγκατελιπεν εγκατέλιπεν ἐγκατέλιπεν
εγκατελιπες εγκατέλιπες εγκατέλιπές ἐγκατέλιπες
ἐγκατέλιπές εγκατελίπετε εγκατελίπετέ εγκατελίπομεν
εγκατέλιπον εγκατέλιπόν ἐγκατέλιπον ενκαταλειψεις
ἐνκαταλείψεις ενκατελειφθη ἐνκατελείφθη enkataleipomenoi
enkataleipómenoi enkataleipontes enkataleípontes
enkataleipseis en'kataleípseis enkatalipo enkatalipō
enkatalípo enkatalípō enkateleiphthe enkateleiphthē
en'kateleíphthe en'kateleíphthē enkatelipen enkatélipen
enkatelipes enkatélipes enkatélipés enkatelipon enkatélipon
Links
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Matthew 27:46 V-AIA-2S
GRK: τί με ἐγκατέλιπες
NAS: MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKENME?
KJV: God, why hast thou forsaken me?

INT: why me have you forsaken
Mark 15:34 V-AIA-2S
GRK: εἰς τί ἐγκατέλιπές με
NAS: MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKENME?
KJV: why hast thou forsaken me?
INT: to why have you forsaken me

Acts 2:27 V-FIA-2S
GRK: ὅτι οὐκ ἐνκαταλείψεις τὴν ψυχήν
NAS: BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDONMY SOUL
KJV: thou wilt not leave my soul
INT: for not you will leave the soul

Acts 2:31 V-AIP-3S
GRK: ὅτι οὔτε ἐνκατελείφθη εἰς ᾅδην
NAS: that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONEDTO HADES,
INT: that neither was left in Hades

Romans 9:29 V-AIA-3S
GRK: Κύριος Σαβαὼθ ἐγκατέλιπεν ἡμῖν σπέρμα
NAS: OF SABAOTH HAD LEFT TO US A POSTERITY,
KJV: of Sabaoth had left us
INT: [the] Lord of Hosts had left us a seed

2 Corinthians 4:9 V-PPM/P-NMP
GRK: ἀλλ' οὐκ ἐγκαταλειπόμενοικαταβαλλόμενοι ἀλλ'
NAS: persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down,
KJV: but not forsaken; cast down, but
INT: but not forsaken cast down but

2 Timothy 4:10 V-IIA-3S
GRK: γάρ με ἐγκατέλιπεν ἀγαπήσας τὸν
NAS: world, has deserted me and gone
KJV: Demas hath forsaken me, having loved
INT: indeed me forsook having loved the

2 Timothy 4:16 V-IIA-3P
GRK: πάντες με ἐγκατέλιπον μὴ αὐτοῖς
NAS: me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted

KJV: all [men] forsook me:
INT: all me forsook Not to them

Hebrews 10:25 V-PPA-NMP
GRK: μὴ ἐγκαταλείποντες τὴν ἐπισυναγωγὴν
NAS: not forsaking our own
KJV: Not forsaking the assembling
INT: not forsaking the assembling together

Hebrews 13:5 V-ASA-1S
GRK: μή σε ἐγκαταλίπω
NAS: YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKEYOU,
KJV: thee, nor forsake thee.
INT: not you will I forsake

Strong's Greek 1459
10 Occurrences
ἐγκαταλειπόμενοι — 1 Occ.
ἐγκαταλείποντες — 1 Occ.
ἐνκαταλείψεις — 1 Occ.
ἐγκαταλίπω — 1 Occ.
ἐνκατελείφθη — 1 Occ.
ἐγκατέλιπεν — 2 Occ.
ἐγκατέλιπες — 2 Occ.
ἐγκατέλιπον — 1 Occ.

V.6

2292. tharreó ►
Strong's Concordance
tharreó: to be of good courage

Original Word: θαρρέω
Part of Speech: Verb
Transliteration: tharreó
Phonetic Spelling: (thar-hreh'-o)
Definition: to be of good courage
Usage: I am courageous, confident, of good cheer.
HELPS Word-studies
Cognate: 2292 tharrhéō (a later form of 2293/tharséō, "to
show boldness," see NASdictionary) – to show courage
(boldness). See 2293 (tharseō).
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
a late form of tharseó
Definition
to be of good courage
NASB Translation
bold (2), confidently (1), good courage (2), have confidence
(1).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 2292: θαρρέω
θαρρέω (a form current from Plato on for the Ionic and
earlier Attic θαρσέω), θαρρῶ; 1 aorist infinitive θαρρῆσαι;
(from Homer on); to be of good courage, to be hopeful,
confident: 2 Corinthians 5:6, 8; Hebrews 13:6; to be
bold: τῇ πεποιθήσει, with the confidence, 2 Corinthians
10:2; εἰς τινα, toward (against) one, 2 Corinthians 10:1; ἐν τίνι,
the ground of my confidence is in one, I am made of good

courage by one, 2 Corinthians 7:16. (Synonym: see τολμάω.)
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
be bold, have confidence, be confident.
Another form for tharseo; to exercise courage -- be bold, X
boldly, have confidence, be confident. Compare tolmao.
see GREEK tharseo
see GREEK tolmao
Forms and Transliterations
θαρρησαι θαρρήσαι θαρρῆσαι θαρρουμεν θαρρούμεν
θαρροῦμεν θαρρουντας θαρρούντας θαρροῦντας Θαρρουντες
θαρρούντες Θαρροῦντες θαρρω θαρρώ θαρρῶ Θαρσείς
tharresai tharrêsai tharrēsai tharrē̂ sai tharro tharrô tharrō
tharrō̂ tharroumen tharroûmen tharrountas tharroûntas
Tharrountes Tharroûntes
Links
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2 Corinthians 5:6 V-PPA-NMP
GRK: Θαρροῦντες οὖν πάντοτε
NAS: being always of good courage, and knowing
KJV: [we are] always confident, knowing
INT: Being confident therefore always
2 Corinthians 5:8 V-PIA-1P
GRK: θαρροῦμεν δὲ καὶ

NAS: we are of good courage, I say, and prefer
KJV: We are confident, [I say], and willing
INT: we are confident moreover and

2 Corinthians 7:16 V-PIA-1S
GRK: ἐν παντὶ θαρρῶ ἐν ὑμῖν
NAS: that in everything I have confidence in you.
KJV: therefore that I have confidence in
INT: in everything I am confident in you

2 Corinthians 10:1 V-PIA-1S
GRK: ἀπὼν δὲ θαρρῶ εἰς ὑμᾶς
NAS: when face to face with you, but boldtoward
KJV: but being absent am bold toward you:
INT: absent however am bold toward you

2 Corinthians 10:2 V-ANA
GRK: μὴ παρὼν θαρρῆσαι τῇ πεποιθήσει
NAS: that when I am present I [need] not be bold with the
confidence
KJV: [you], that I may not be bold when I am present
INT: not being present I should be bold with the confidence

Hebrews 13:6 V-PPA-AMP
GRK: ὥστε θαρροῦντας ἡμᾶς λέγειν
NAS: so that we confidently say, THE LORD
KJV: So that we may boldly say, The Lord
INT: So that may be confident we to say

Strong's Greek 2292
6 Occurrences
θαρρῆσαι — 1 Occ.
θαρρῶ — 2 Occ.
θαρροῦμεν — 1 Occ.
θαρροῦντας — 1 Occ.
Θαρροῦντες — 1 Occ.

998. boéthos ►
Strong's Concordance
boéthos: helping, a helper
Original Word: βοηθός, οῦ, ὁ, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: boéthos
Phonetic Spelling: (bo-ay-thos')
Definition: helping, a helper
Usage: a helper.
HELPS Word-studies
998 boēthós ( a masculine noun) – a helperbringing the right
aid in time, i.e. to meet an urgent, real need. See 997 (boētheō).
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin
from boétheó
Definition
helping, a helper
NASB Translation
helper (1).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 998: βοηθός
βοηθός, βοηθόν, helping (νεης, Herodotus 5, 97; στήριγμα,
Tobit 8:6); mostly as a substantive (so
from Herodotus down) a helper: Hebrews 13:6 (of God,
from Psalm 117:7 (), as often in the Sept.).

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
helper.
From boe and theo (to run); a succorer -- helper.
see GREEK boe
Forms and Transliterations
βοηθέ βοηθοί βοηθοίς βοηθόν βοηθος βοηθός βοηθού
βοηθούς βοηθώ βόθροις βόθρον βόθρος βόθρου boethos
boethós boēthos boēthós
Links
Interlinear Greek • Interlinear Hebrew • Strong's
Numbers • Englishman's Greek Concordance • Englishman's
Hebrew Concordance • Parallel Texts
Englishman's Concordance
Hebrews 13:6 N-NMS
GRK: Κύριος ἐμοὶ βοηθός καὶ οὐ
NAS: THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID.
KJV: The Lord [is] my helper, and I will
INT: [The] Lord [is] to me helper and not
Strong's Greek 998
1 Occurrence
Sent from my iPhone

The Secret of Contentment?
Charles Stanley

After his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus, Paul
had much to learn about salvation and following Christ.
Throughout his life, the apostle shared what he was
discovering. In his letter to the church at Philippi, he wrote
about a very important life lesson - the secret of being
content.
What kind of life do you think brings contentment? You might
assume it is one with few troubles or great success. You may
want good health, financial security, and a loving family.
Paul's life was not at all like this. He was in danger from both
his own countryman and the opposition (2 Corinthians 11:2326). Sometimes the people listened, but more often, they
were hostile to his message. He also had a "thorn in the
flesh" which God refused to remove (2 Corinthians 12:7-9).
And Paul even spent considerable time in prison, chained to a
guard. Yet he boldly wrote, " I have learned the secret of
being content in any and every situation" (Philippians 4:12,
NIV).
The secret he discovered was to live on the basis of his
position in the Lord, not his feelings. As God's child, Paul
knew he was spiritually rich - "blessed . . . with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ" (Ephesians
1:3) because he had a loving Father and the Holy Spirit's
guidance.
Contentment in our media-driven age is hard to find and
harder to keep. There's always something newer, bigger, or
better to buy and someone else who has what you want.
When you feel unsatisfied, try basing your response on your
position as a co-heir with Christ (Romans 8:17) rather than
feelings.

13 Bible Verses about

Exaltation Of Christ
Most Relevant Verses
Ephesians 4:10
Verse Concepts

He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He
might fill all things.)
Hebrews 2:9
Verse Concepts

But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus,
because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God
He might taste death for everyone.
Luke 22:69
Verse Concepts

"But from now on THE SON OF MAN WILL BE SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND of the power
OF GOD."
Acts 2:33
Verse Concepts

"Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father
the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.

Topics on Exaltation Of Christ
Exaltation Of Christ
Psalm 2:8-9
'Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, And the very ends of the
earth as Your possession.

More Verses on Exaltation Of Christ
Philippians 2:9
Verse Concepts

For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above
every name,

Mark 16:19
Verse Concepts

So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and sat
down at the right hand of God.
Acts 2:36
Verse Concepts

"Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and
Christ--this Jesus whom you crucified."
Acts 5:31
Verse Concepts

"He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.
Ephesians 1:20
Verse Concepts

which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His
right hand in the heavenly places,
Hebrews 1:9
Verse Concepts

"YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED LAWLESSNESS; THEREFORE GOD, YOUR
GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE YOUR COMPANIONS."
1 Peter 3:22
Verse Concepts

who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and
powers had been subjected to Him.
Revelation 5:12
Verse Concepts

saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."
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FROM THE SERIES: HEBREWS PREVIOUS PAGE

Lesson 59: The Glory of Christ in Hebrews (Hebrews Review)
I could have ended our series on Hebrews after the last message, but I sensed the need to
do a wrap-up emphasizing the great theme of Hebrews, the glory of Jesus Christ. But as
soon as I thought about doing that, I felt like a kindergarten artist trying to paint a replica of
a Rembrandt masterpiece. How can I do justice to such a great theme as the glory of Jesus
Christ? It is far beyond my ability!
If I had the eloquence of Spurgeon, maybe I could do a better job at this. I always feel in
over my head when I preach, but today I feel ten times more inadequate than usual. So I can
only cast myself on the Lord and ask Him to glorify His name. I want to do a review of the
entire book, focusing on what it teaches about the person and work of our glorious Savior.

There is nothing more important in life than to
gain a biblical, personal knowledge of Jesus
Christ and of what He did for us on the cross.
The apostle Paul put it this way (Phil. 3:8), “… I
count all things to be loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all
things, and count them but rubbish so that I
may gain Christ.” Let go of status, reputation,
worldly goods, earthly comforts, and
everything else, but know Jesus Christ! He
is everything! If you have Christ and lose
everything else, you still have all that you need

for time and eternity. If you gain the whole
world without Christ, you have nothing!
The author of Hebrews was writing to a group of Jewish believers in Christ who were facing
the impending threat of persecution. Some were turning away from Christ and going back
to Judaism. The author knew that the only way his readers would stand firm even to the
point of death was to have the proper view of Jesus Christ in all His glory, and to
understand how Jesus is the fulfillment of all that the Old Testament pointed toward.

Staying focused on the glory of Christ’s person and
His priesthood would give them the strength to
endure any persecution by faith.
We may sum up the theme of the entire Book of Hebrews:

Seeing the glory of Christ in His person and
priesthood will strengthen us to
endure trials by faith.
The Puritan John Owen wrote, “The glory of God comprehends both the holy properties of
His nature and the counsels of His will; and the light of the knowledge of these things we
have only in the face or person of Jesus Christ” (The Glory of Christ, ed. by Wilbur Smith

Jesus
Christ came to reveal to us God’s holy nature and
the counsels of His will. In Hebrews 10:7, the author
[Moody Press], p. 55). (Read that again so that you grasp what he’s saying.)

cites Psalm 40:7 with

reference to Jesus, “Then I said, ‘Behold, I
have come (in the scroll of the book it is written of Me) to do
Your will, O God.’”

To display God’s absolute holiness, His justice and
wrath in punishing all sin, but also His infinite
mercy and love in providing the sacrifice that His
justice demands, Jesus came to offer Himself on the
cross in our place. In order for His sacrifice to be of
value beyond Himself, He had to be God. In order
for it to apply to us, He had to be man. Thus, the
author of Hebrews begins by showing us the person
of Jesus Christ as God and man.
1. We should continually ask God to reveal to us Christ in His glorious person (Hebrews
1-4).
The author doesn’t mess around. He gets right into his subject by showing us that…

A. JESUS CHRIST IS GOD’S FINAL

REVELATION TO US (1:1-3).

“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many
ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things,
through whom also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact
representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He
had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”
I devoted two sermons to these wonderful verses, but we could probably wallow in them
for seven sermons! I remind you of the quote from John Calvin that I gave when we
considered these verses. He is emphasizing that the author’s point is not theological, but
practical: “His purpose was really to build up our faith, so that we may learn that God is
made known to us in no other way than in Christ: for as to the essence of God, so immense
is the brightness that it dazzles our eyes, except it shines on us in Christ” (Calvin’s
Commentaries [Baker reprint], on Hebrews 1:3, pp. 35-36). There are seven statements
about Jesus here:

1. Jesus Christ is the heir of all things.
2. Through Him God made the world [ages].
3. He is the radiance of God’s glory.
4. He is the exact representation of God’s nature.
5. He upholds all things by the word of His power.
6. He has made purification for our sins.
7. He now sits at the right hand of the Majesty on high.
I cannot go over these phrases in detail here (I refer you to my message, “The Supremacy of
the Son,” 11/23/03). But I will say that I cannot understand how anyone can read those
verses, not to mention the ones immediately following, without concluding that Jesus Christ
is “very God of very God,” as the Nicene Creed puts it. The author goes on to show that…

B. JESUS EXCEEDS THE ANGELS IN GLORY

(1:4-14).

The Bible reveals, contrary to modern TV shows about angels, that the angels are glorious
creatures. Daniel (10:6) describes his vision of an angel, “His body also was like beryl, his
face had the appearance of lightning, his eyes were like flaming torches, his arms and feet
like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of a tumult.”
Daniel’s response was (Dan. 10:8), “no strength was left in me, for my natural color turned
to a deathly pallor, and I retained no strength.” It wiped him out so that he fell into a deep
sleep. When the angel awakened him, Daniel trembled on his hands and knees (10:9-10).
That was just an angel, but the author here shows that the Son of God is so superior to the
angels that (Heb. 1:6), “when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, ‘And let
all the angels of God worship Him.’” In case we missed the point, the author contrasts the
angels, who serve God as flames of fire (1:7) with the Son (1:8): “But of the Son He says,
‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of His
[many manuscripts read, Your] kingdom.’”
As if that were not enough, he goes on (1:10-12) to cite from Psalm 102:25-27, applying to
Jesus what the Old Testament clearly ascribes to God: “And, ‘You, Lord, in the beginning laid

the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of Your hands; they will perish,
but You remain; and they all will become old like a garment, and like a mantle You will roll
them up; like a garment they will also be changed. But You are the same, and Your years
will not come to an end.’” He cinches it up by asking (1:13), “But to which of the angels has
He ever said, ‘Sit at My right hand, until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet’?” To
sit at God’s right hand is too great a privilege for any created being. That honor belongs to
the eternal Son of God alone!
But it is important that we not only understand Jesus’ deity, but also His perfect humanity.
Thus after a practical exhortation (2:1-4), the author continues,

C. JESUS IS NOT ONLY FULLY GOD, BUT

ALSO FULLY HUMAN (2:5-18).

Here the author introduces the theme that is prominent later in the book, that Jesus came
into this world to suffer and die for our sins. Jesus’ death was not an accident. It was not an
unexpected twist of fate that thwarted God’s plan. Rather, the death of Jesus fulfilled God’s
plan to rescue us from the ravages of sin. The author makes the shocking statement (2:10),
“For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in
bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.”
By the phrases, “for whom are all things, and through whom are all things,” the author is
saying that God is the first and final cause of all that is, including the plan of salvation
through the death of His Son. And, he is showing that God actively governs His creation,
working “all things after the counsel of His will” (Eph. 1:11). So the death of Jesus on our
behalf was fitting (what a word!) because it works for God’s glory in accord with His
eternal purpose. It was fitting because it displayed God’s perfect attributes of
righteousness, justice, power, wisdom, love, and grace. Jesus’ death was fitting because it
displayed His perfect humanity and it confirmed Him as the Captain (NASB, “author”) of
our salvation. Jesus’ death triumphed over Satan and the power of death (2:14). Jesus is
now our “merciful and faithful high priest” (2:17), who “is able to come to the aid of those
who are tempted” (2:18).
You would think that to portray Jesus as fully God, superior to the angels, and fully human,
who offered Himself as the sacrifice for our sins, would be enough. But the author was
writing to Jews who regarded Moses as the greatest man who had ever lived. So he
proceeds to show that…

D. JESUS IS GREATER IN GLORY THAN

MOSES (HEBREWS 3).

The theme of the entire book is summed up in two words (3:1), “consider Jesus….”
“Consider” means “to think about something by taking the time to observe it carefully.”
Often our problem is that we do not take the time to consider Jesus as He is revealed in
God’s Word. Moses went up into the mountain and spent forty days alone with God. When
he came down, his face shone with the glory of God that he had seen up there. But Jesus
came from heaven itself, from the very presence of God, to reveal God to us.
Jesus made the astonishing claim (Luke 10:22), “All things have been handed over to Me by
My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is
except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.” What a statement! If you
want to know the living God, you must ask the Son to reveal Him to you, because you
cannot know either the Father or the Son apart from divine revelation. After Peter made his
confession about Jesus’ identity, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” Jesus
replied, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you,
but My Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 16:16-17).
No mere man could make such claims! After His resurrection, Jesus told the disciples (Luke
24:44), “all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and
the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Those are the three divisions of the Hebrew Bible. Thus all
Scripture points to Jesus, who was sent by God’s sovereign plan to reveal Him and
accomplish His will. As such, Jesus is greater than Moses and all the prophets combined!
But what about the Old Testament promises about the Promised Land and the Sabbath?
The author shows that…

E. JESUS PROVIDES THE ETERNAL REST

THAT JOSHUA COULD NOT PROVIDE
(HEBREWS 4).

As we saw, Hebrews 4 is not talking about experiencing inner peace or rest in the midst of
trials. Rather, the author’s concern was that his readers, like many in Israel in the
wilderness, will be associated with God’s people, but will miss God’s salvation because of
their unbelief. He shows that salvation has always been offered to God’s people under the
imagery of rest. Only Christ can provide true rest for our souls when we rest from our

works and trust in His work completely. As Jesus promised (Matt. 11:28), “Come unto Me,
all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”
In a similar way, the author concludes Hebrews 4 by telling us that Jesus is our high priest
who can sympathize with our weaknesses. He invites us (4:16) to “draw near with
confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.”
So in the first four chapters, the author extols the glorious person of Jesus Christ. As you
read God’s Word, ask Him to reveal more and more of Christ to your soul.
2. We should ask God to reveal to us Christ in His glorious priesthood (Hebrews 5:110:18).
Hebrews is the only book that presents Jesus Christ as our high priest. Modern readers may
tend to find this extended section of Hebrews rather boring and irrelevant. But if you want
to know the significance of this central theme of Hebrews (the priesthood of Christ), you
must ask God for a clearer understanding of His absolute holiness and majesty. No Hebrew
would have dared to go into the Holy of Holies and approach the altar, where God’s glory
was manifested. Also, ask Him for a deeper insight into your own sinfulness apart from
Christ. This will lead you into a deeper appreciation of what Jesus did for you on the cross
as the high priest who entered the holy place, not with the blood of bulls and goats, but
with His own blood (9:11-14).
A deeper appreciation of God’s holiness, your own sinfulness, and the sufficiency of Christ’s
sacrifice is one of the most practical doctrines in the Bible, because it humbles your pride.
Pride is at the root of every relational conflict and just about any sin that you can name. So
ask God to reveal to your heart Jesus Christ in His glorious priesthood. We can only trace
some of the broad themes of this section.

A. JESUS OUR HIGH PRIEST IS SUPERIOR
TO AARON AND HIS PRIESTHOOD
(HEBREWS 5-7).
In 5:1-10, he shows that Jesus is the kind of high priest that every sinner needs. From 5:11
through chapter 6, the author exhorts his readers to “press on to maturity” (6:1). After the
severe warning of 6:4-8, he comforts them with the assurance that he is “convinced of
better things” concerning them, namely, “things that accompany salvation” (6:9). He points

to Jesus as the anchor for our souls, the forerunner who has entered beyond the veil as our
high priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek (6:19-20). Chapter 7 is an
explanation of why Jesus, as a priest after the order of Melchizedek, is superior to the
Aaronic priests. Through Him, we can draw near to God and be assured of our salvation.

B. JESUS OUR HIGH PRIEST IS SUPERIOR

TO THE OLD COVENANT (HEBREWS 8:110:18).
I can only give a bare summary of this important section:

1. Jesus offers better promises than the old covenant did
(8:1-13).
2. Jesus offers a better tabernacle than the old covenant
did (9:1-14).
3. Jesus offers a better sacrifice than the old covenant did
(9:15-10:18).

The final section of the book shows how we
should apply these great truths about Christ’s
glorious person and priesthood:
Seeing the glory of Christ in His person and
priesthood will strengthen us to endure trials by
faith (10:19-13:25).

After the severe warning at the end of chapter 10,
chapter 11 points us to those who endured by faith,
looking ahead to God’s promises in Christ, which we have received.

The author exhorts us to submit to God’s discipline,
which He brings so that we will share His holiness
(12:1-13).
He concludes chapter 12 by contrasting God’s revelation
at Mount Sinai with the glorious kingdom at Mount Zion,
which we receive by coming to Jesus and the new
covenant in His blood.

Therefore, we must endure by faith, even if it means suffering and reproach, because we
are seeking that heavenly city which is to come (13:14).
Conclusion

So the message of Hebrews is that the way to
endure any kind of severe trial by faith is to see
the glory of Christ in His matchless person and
His glory as our high priest.
I want to conclude by playing a brief tape of an invocation given by a Pastor Lockwood. I
don’t know the man, but as you will hear, he can certainly preach Christ! (I include the
transcript here, but to do it justice, you need to hear it. In a couple of places I could not
make out his exact wording. These are in brackets with a question mark.) Here is Pastor
Lockwood:
“The Bible says my king is a seven way king. He’s the king of the Jews, that’s a racial king.
He’s the king of Israel, that’s a national king. He’s the king of righteousness. He’s the king of

the ages. He’s the king of heaven. He’s the king of glory. He’s the King of kings. And He is the
Lord of lords. That’s my king. Well, I wonder do you know Him?
“David said the heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament shows His handiwork.
My king is a sovereign king. No means of measure can define His limitless love. No farseeing
telescope can bring into visibility the [coastline of his surely supplies?]. No barrier can
hinder him from pouring out his blessings. He’s enduringly strong. He’s entirely sincere.
He’s eternally steadfast. He’s immortally graceful. He’s imperially powerful. He’s impartially
merciful. Do you know Him?
“He’s the greatest phenomenon that has ever crossed the horizon of this world. He’s God’s
Son. He’s the sinner’s Savior. He’s the centerpiece of civilization. He stands in the solitude of
Himself. He’s august and he’s unique. He’s unparalleled. He’s unprecedented. He is the
loftiest idea in literature. He is the highest personality in philosophy. He is the supreme
problem in higher criticism. He is the fundamental doctrine of true theology. He is the
[kernel?], the necessity for spiritual religion. He’s the miracle of the age. He’s is the
superlative of everything good that you choose to call Him. He’s the only one who’s
qualified to be an all-sufficient Savior. I wonder if you know Him today?
“He supplies strength for the weak. He’s available for the tempted and the tried. He
sympathizes and he saves. He strengthens and sustains. He guards and he guides. He heals
the sick. He cleansed the lepers. He forgives sinners. He discharges debtors. He delivers the
captives. He defends the feeble. He blesses the young. He serves the unfortunate. He
regards the aged. He rewards the diligent. And He beautifies the meek. I wonder if you
know Him?
“Well, my king, He is a key. He’s the key to knowledge. He’s a well-spring of wisdom. He’s a
doorway of deliverance. He’s the pathway of peace. He’s the roadway of righteousness. He’s
the highway of holiness. He’s the gateway of glory. Do you know Him?
“Well, his office is manifold. His promise is sure. His life is matchless. His goodness is
limitless. His mercy is everlasting. His love never changes. His word is enough. His grace is
sufficient. His reign is righteous and His yoke is easy and His burden is light. I wish I could
describe Him to you, yeah, but He is indescribable. Yes, He is, good God, He’s indescribable,
yes He’s indescribable. He’s incomprehensible. He’s invincible. He’s irresistible.

“Well, you can’t get Him out of your mind. You can’t get Him off of your hand. You can’t
outlive Him and you can’t live without Him. Well, the Pharisees couldn’t stand Him, but
they found out they couldn’t stop Him. Pilate couldn’t find any fault in Him. The witnesses
couldn’t get their testimonies to agree. Herod couldn’t kill Him. Death couldn’t handle Him.
And the grave couldn’t hold Him. Yeah! That’s my king! That’s my king! And Thine is the
kingdom and the power and glory forever, and ever and ever and ever—how long is that—
and ever and ever and when you get through with all of the forevers, then Amen.”
Discussion Questions
1. Apart from prayer and the Word, how can we gain a clearer knowledge of the glory of
Christ? See John 14:21.
2. Can a person deny either the deity of Jesus or His humanity and be saved? Consider 1 John
2:22-23; 4:15; 5:20; 2 John 7, 9.
3. How does the doctrine of Christ’s priesthood apply practically to every person?
4. Someone asks you, “How can I have stronger faith?” Based on the message of Hebrews, how
would you answer?
Copyright, Steven J. Cole, 2005, All Rights Reserved.

What Does Forsake Mean? A
Biblical Definition Of Forsake
AUGUST 15, 2015 BY JACK WELLMAN
10 COMMENTS

SPONSORED

The 5 Best Cooking Tips For the Lazy Chef
BY DEALSDOT

What does it the word forsake mean and more specifically, what is the
biblical definition of forsake mean?

Forsake Means…
To forsake something or someone means to renounce or entirely turn
away from it. It includes to be deserted, abandoned or to be forlorn. It
is no fun to be forsaken. Perhaps in school or at some other sporting
game they were choosing teams and you were the last one to be picked.
It felt a little like you were forsaken by all the other players didn’t it?
You could also be forsaken by family, friends, and co-workers who
might disagree with your faith in Christ and this sometimes makes a
person feel alienated from others or to be forsaken by others. Jesus
certainly knew what it was like to be forsaken at the cross by his many
followers and even his disciples. There are millions of Christians
around the world that have been forsaken for their stand of faith in
Christ.

Forsaken by God

Any nation that turns its back on God can read what the result will be
“The Lord will send on you curses, confusion, and frustration in all that
you undertake to do, until you are destroyed and perish quickly on
account of the evil of your deeds, because you have forsaken me” (Duet
28:20). Joshua reminded the nation of Israel that “If you forsake the
Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm and
consume you, after having done you good” (Joshua 24:20). When Israel
fell into idolatry, God said “you have forsaken me and served other
gods; therefore I will save you no more” (Judges 10:13) and it is
“Because they have forsaken me and have made offerings to other gods,
that they might provoke me to anger with all the work of their hands,
therefore my wrath will be kindled against this place, and it will not be
quenched” (2nd Kings 22:17).

Who we Forsake
Sometimes we forsake our friends but we are told to “not forsake your
friend and your father’s friend, and do not go to your brother’s house
in the day of your calamity” (Prov 27:10) because those “who forsake
the companion of her youth…forgets the covenant of her God” (Prov
2:17). We can also forsake God’s law as “Those who forsake the law
praise the wicked, but those who keep the law strive against them”

(Prov 28:4). God gives us His law in the Bible and says “I give you good
precepts; do not forsake my teaching” (Prov 4:2) but we are also told
“Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and forsake not your mother’s
teaching” (Prov 1:8).

God Never Forsakes Us
God has said in many places in the Bible, in both the Old Testament and
the New Testament that “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Heb
13:5b). God told Joshua “No man shall be able to stand before you all
the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I
will not leave you or forsake you” (Joshua 1:5). It is so true about God
that “those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O Lord,
have not forsaken those who seek you” (Psalm 9:10) and has said that
“I have been young, and now am old, yet I have not seen the righteous
forsaken or his children begging for bread” (Psalm 37:25). God is
faithful to His own children as the psalmist wrote that “he will not
forsake his saints. They are preserved forever, but the children of the
wicked shall be cut off” (Psalm37:28) “For the Lord will not forsake his
people; he will not abandon his heritage” (Psalm 94:18) but “There is
severe discipline for him who forsakes the way; whoever hates reproof
will die” (Prov 15:10).

Forsaken by God
Jesus at the cross “cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me”
(Matt 27:46) because God the Father could not look upon sin and this
was seen as temporarily forsaking Christ at the cross but this could
have simply been the humanity of Christ that was crying out. All others
had forsaken Him; the disciples, His followers, and now Jesus
perceived that the Father had also forsaken Him but He never

abandoned Him. This was taken from “A psalm of David. My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me,
so far from my cries of anguish” (Psalm 22:1) fulfilling the prophecy
that Jesus would be forsaken by all at Calvary.

Conclusion
It is a painful thing to be forsaken but Jesus knows this feeling better
than anyone else does. Don’t ever think that God will ever forsake you
(Heb 13:b) because He sent His only Son to die for you and if you’ve
repented and trusted in Him, He will be with you and He reassures you
“I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt 28:20b).
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