“The Simple Call Of The Gospel”
1 Peter 1:21

August 27,2023

INTRO: [Id like to begin with 7 eternally connected questions

~ Do you KNOW what The Gospel is?

~ Do you know where & how to find the answer?
~ Do you realize how important The Gospel is?
~ Can you define and describe The Gospel?

~ Can you explain and apply The Gospel?

~ Are you personally living The Gospel?

PRAYER

CONTEXT:
~  1st Peter series & context: “No Matter What!”
~  Blessed beloveds... God’s grace, gospel & glory

~  Chosen, captured, commanded, commissioned & called

~  Surrendered TO Submitted, Serving & Suffering

~ 77 stages of spiritual warfare
1). Sovereignty
2). Satan
3).Sin
4). Self
5). Savior
6). Seducers
7). Sanctification

NOTE: Repetition & Simplicity are strategic weapons
in spiritual warfare!

&

“SIMPLICITY” = “freedom from complexity”
(Today we are going to simplify The Gospel by going thru 1 Peter 2:21 3X)




BIG IDEA:
There is NO biblical Gospel
or frue Christianity without Christ, His
Cross, & our miraculous cross-carrying!

PREVIEW:
1. Miracle
2. MESSIAH
3. Mission
TEXT: 1 Peter 2:21

For to this you have been called
because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving an example,
so that,
you might follow in His steps.

. Miracle

For to this you have been called



A. “For to this”
a. Step 1: SEE “this” (per God’s Word vs. yours...)

b. Step 2: DEFINE “this”

Surrender to victory
Submit to authority

Serve in community
Suffer thru adversity
Shrewdly deal w/ enemies

c. Step 3: EMBRACE “this”=100% Yes, Lord!

*
*
*
*
*

B. “you”
a. Note the personal and universal “you”
b. Who is “you?” Saved sinner; blessed beloved!
c. The true “you”is the “you” of:
i. Romans 3:23 & 6:23
ii. Ephesians 1:1-5 & 2:1-10
iii. Beatitudes & Fruit of the Spirit
iv. The full armor of God
v. Hebrews ch.10-12
d. YOU is you... Church is THE you of this text!

C. “have been called”
a. Don’t miss this... it's a/your miracle!
b. Every Christian has been chosen...
c. Every Christians has been “called by Christ”



1. MESSIAH

because Christ also suffered for you,

A. “because”
B. “Christ also”
C. “suffered for you”

[11. M1ssion

leaving an example,
so that,
you might follow in His steps.

“leaving an example”
“so that”

“vou might follow”

. “In His steps.”

o0 W



O MATTER WHAT/

CLOSE:
~ Gospel CONDITIONS
* Chosen (by grace)
* Called (by God)
* Confess (repent & believe - John 3:36)
* Cleansed (by Christ - 2 Cor. 5:17ff)
X

Commissioned (by Christ - Acts 1:8)

~ Gospel CONSEQUENCES
* Help, Hope, Holiness, Healing, & Heaven
* Helpless, Hopeless, Hurt, Horrors & Hell

~ Gospel CLARITY m M m

PRAYER



Text Analysis

<4 1 Peter 2:21 »

Go to Parallel Greek

Strong's Greek English Morphology

1519 [e] Eic To this Prep
eis

3778 [e] TOUTO hereunto DPro-ANS
touto

1063 [e] Yo‘(@ for Conj
gar

2564 [e] éK/\ﬁ enr[g, you have been V-AIP-2P
ekléthéte called,

3754 [e] Ot because Conj
hoti

2532 [e] Kol also Conj
kai

5547 [e] XQ LOTOG Christ N-NMS
Christos

3958 [e] ErtaxOev suffered V-AIA-3S
epathen

5228 [e] f)TCéQ for Prep
hyper

4771 [e] ) H(b\), you, PPro-G2P
hymon

4771 [e] ) HIV you PPro-D2P
hymin
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5277 [e] VTTOALUTIAVWV leaving

hypolimpanon

5261 [e] f)TCOYQaHH(\)V an example
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2443 [e] va that
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< 2564. kaled »

Strong's Concordance

kaleo: to call

Original Word: KA éw

Part of Speech: Verb

Transliteration: kale6

Phonetic Spelling: (kal-eh'-0)

Definition: to call

Usage: (a) I call, summon, invite, (b) I call, name.
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin

a prim. word
Definition

V-PPA-NMS

V-ASA-2P

Art-DNP

N-DNP

PPro-GM3S
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to call
NASB Translation

call (13), called (99), calling (2), calls (7), give (1), invite (2), invited (15), invited guests (1),
invites (1), name given (1), named (2), so-called (1), summoned (2).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon

STRONGS NT 2564: kaAéw

KAaAEw, KaA@; imperfect écAovLV; future KA Eow (Winer's Grammar, § 13,3 ¢.); 1
aorist £KKAAe0Q; perfect KEKATNKA; passive, present kot AOU Lot perfect 3 person
singular ic&icAn)tort (1 Corinthians 7:18 L T Tr WH; (Revelation 19:13 L T Tr WH)),
participle ke kAN LEVOC; 1 aorist £xAT)ONV; 1 future kANOT)cOpAL; (from Homer down);

Hebrew X7; Latinvoco; i. e.:
1. to call (German rufen (cf. PO, at the end));

a. to call aloud, utter in a loud voice: &X0LS OU TO OT)ULEQOV KaAelTal, as long as the
word 'today' is called out or proclaimed, Hebrews 3:13; Tiva, to call one to approach or stand
before one, Matthew 20:8; Matthew 22:3 (where €15 TOUG YALOUG seems to belong

to TOUG KeKANUEVOG); Matthew 25:14; (Mark 3:31 L T Tr WH); Luke

19:13; td Ol ooParta kKAt Ovopa, his own sheep each by its name, John

10:3 (where L T Tr WH pwvet); used of Christ, calling certain persons to be his disciples and
constant companions, Matthew 4:21 (note what precedes in 19: 0eUTe OTTlOW LOV); Mark
1:20; to order one to be summoned, Matthew 2:15 (see just below); before the judges, Acts

4:18; Acts 24:2; followed by €k with the genitive of place, equivalent to to call out, call forth
from: Matthew 2:15, cf. Hebrews 11:8. metaphorically, to cause to pass from one state into

another: TLVa €K OKOTOUG €16 TO (PG, 1 Peter 2:9.

b. like the Latinvoco equivalent to to invite; properly: €1¢ TOUG ydovg, Matthew 22:3
9; Luke 14:8; John 2:2; to a feast, Luke 14:16; 1 Corinthians 10:27 (cf. Winer's Grammar, 593

(552)); Revelation 19:9; 0 kaAéoag, Luke 7:39; Luke 14:9; 6 KeKANKWG Tivax, Luke 14:10
12; ot K&K/\T] péVOL, Matthew 22:8; Luke 14:7, 17, 24; (2 Samuel 13:23; Esther 5:12; and often
so in Greek writings from Homer, Odyssey 4, 532; 11,187 down). [3. metaphorically: to invite

one, €1C T(, to something i. e. to participate in it, enjoy it; used thus in the Epistles of Paul and
Peter of God as inviting men by the preaching of the gospel (0L TOU evaryyeAiov, 2
Thessalonians 2:14) to the blessings of the heavenly

kingdom: i¢ v Pacideiav ToL Oeo, 1 Thessalonians 2:12; eic Cwnv alwviov, 1

Timothy 6:12; €1¢ 0OEV alcoviov, 1 Peter
5:10; €lg TV KOLV@VIAV TOL LIOL AVTOV, 1 Corinthians 1:9; so KAAELV TIVAX used
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alone: Romans 8:30; Romans 9:24; 1 Corinthians 7:17f, 20-22, 24; TIV&X KAAELV K/\f]GE L2

Timothy 1:9; £V @ £kAnON eV, in whom lies the reason why we were called, who is the
ground of our having been invited, Ephesians 1:11 Lachmann; &&10¢ ™me K/\ﬁ OEWCG, ﬁg (by

attraction for ‘r] (or perhaps ﬁv; cf. Winers Grammar, § 24, 1; Buttmann, 287 (247); Ellicott, in

the place cited)) £kA1)OnTe, Ephesians 4:1; God is styled O KaAwV Tivor (he that calleth
one, the caller, cf. Winer's Grammar, § 45, 7), Galatians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:24;

and O kaAéoag tiva, Galatians 1:6; Colossians 1:12 Lachmann; 1 Peter 1:15; 2 Peter

1:3. ol kekANUévoL, Hebrews 9:15; kaAetv and kaAeloOat are used with a specification
of the mediate end (for the highest or final end of the calling is eternal

salvation): £1t' éAev0epla, Galatians 5:13; OUK €T dkaOapoio AAA' €v dyiaxou, 1
Thessalonians 4:7; €V (o1 v1), 1 Corinthians 7:15; €v €V €ATTiOL, that ye might come into

one hope, Ephesians 4:4 (see €V, L. 7 (yet cf. Winers Grammar, 417 (389); Buttmann, 329 (283);
especially Ellicott in loc.), and €7t(, Buttmann, 2
a. C.); €lg elponvnv ToL XQLOTOL €V €VI OwaTL, that ye may be in one body i. e. be

members of one and the same body, Colossians 3:15; €1¢ TOUTO (which refers to what

precedes) followed by (v, 1 Peter 2:21; 1 Peter 3:9; (but everywhere in the N. T. Epistles only
those are spoken of as called by God who have listened to his voice addressed to them in the
gospel, hence those who have enlisted in the service of Christ — see Romans 8:30 and Riickert's
Commentary, at the passage cited, p. 464, cf. 1 Corinthians 1:24; those who have slighted the

invitation are not reckoned among the called); Christ also is said KaxAelv TIva, namely, to
embrace the offer of salvation by the Messiah, in Matthew 9:13 and Mark 2:17 (in both

passages Rec. adds €(c petavotav). God is said to call those who are not yet born, viz. by

promises of salvation which have respect to them, so that KxA €LV is for substance equivalent
to to appoint one to salvation, Romans

9:12 (11); KatAOLVTOC Th 1) OVTAX WG OVTA, Romans 4:17, where cf. Fritzsche (others
besides, cf. Meyer (especially Weiss edition) at the passage). to call (equivalent to to select) to
assume some office, TV, of God appointing or committing an office to one

(German berufen): Galatians 1:15; Hebrews 5:4 (Isaiah 42:6; Isaiah 49:1; [saiah 51:2). to
invite equivalent to to rouse, summon: to do something, €1¢ pSTdVOLaV, Luke 5:32, added
in Rec. also in Matthew 9:13 and Mark 2:17.

2. to call i. e. to name, call by name;

a. to give a name to; with two accusatives, one of the object the other of the name as a predicate
(to call one (by) a name: Matthew 10:25 Rec.; cf. Winers Grammar, § 32, 4 b.; Buttmann, 151
(132) note); passive with the nominative of the name, to receive the name of, receive as a
name: Matthew 2:23; Matthew 27:8; Luke 1:32, 60, 62; Luke 2:4, etc.; KO(/\OOHEVOQ, called,
whose name or surname is, Luke 7:11; Luke 9:10; Luke 10:39; Acts 7:58; Acts 27:8,

16; 0 KaAOULEVOG (on its position cf. Buttmann, § 144, 19): Luke 6:15; Luke 8:2; (Luke
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22:3 T Tr WH); ; Acts 1:23; Acts 10:1; Acts 13:1; (Acts 15:22 L T Tr WH); ; Revelation
12:9; Revelation 16:16; with OvOpartt added, Luke 19:2; kaAeloOaL ovopatt tivy, to be

called by a name, Luke 1:61; katAelv Tiva €l T OVOpaTL Tivog, Luke
1:59 (see £7tl, Buttmann, 2 a. 1., p. 233 {b}); after the Hebrew ~NY

RIP MY, kKaAelv TO Ovoua Tivog, with the name in the accusative, to give some name to
one, call his name: Matthew 1:21, 23, 25; Luke 1:13, 31; passive, Luke 2:21; Revelation

19:13; Genesis 17:19; 1 Samuel 1:20, etc. (similarly sometimes in Greek writings, cf. Fritzsche
on Matthew, p. 45 (Buttmann, 151 (132))).

b. Passive kaxAovpat with predicate nominative to be called i. e. to bear a name or
title (among men) (cf. Winer's Grammar, § 65, 8): Luke 1:35; Luke 22:25; Acts

8:10 (Rec. omits kxAovpiaet); 1 Corinthians 15:9; to be said to be (equivalent to to be
acknowledged, pass as, the nominative expressing the judgment passed on one): Matthew 5:9

19; Luke 1:32, 35, 76; Luke 2:23; Luke 15:19; Romans 9:26; James 2:23; opposed to elvai, 1
John 3:1 L T Tr WH; Hebraistically (Genesis 21:12) ¢v Toad kAnOrjoetal oot oméoua,

through (better in, cf. €V, L. 6 c. and Meyer (edited by Weiss) ad Romans, the passage cited)
Isaac shall a seed be called for thee, i. e. Isaac (not Ishmael) is the one whose posterity shall
obtain the name and honor of thy descendants, Romans 9:7 and Hebrews 11:18.

¢. KA Tiva, with an accusative of the predicate or a title of honor, to salute one by a
name: Matthew 23:9; passive, Matthew 23:7f, 10; Revelation 19:11 (but Tr marginal

reading WH brackets KatA); to give a name to one and mention him at the same time, Matthew
22:43, 45; Luke 20:44.

(Compare: AVTIKAAEW, EVKAAEW, ElOKaAEw (KaAéopar), eTKAAEwW, HETAKAAEW,

TAQAKAAEW, CLVTIAQAKAAEW, TIQOKAAEW, TIQOOKAAEW, OLYKAAEW.)

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
bid, call forth, name, invite

Akin to the base of keleuo; to "call" (properly, aloud, but used in a variety of applications,
directly or otherwise) -- bid, call (forth), (whose, whose sur-)name (was (called)).

see GREEK keleuo
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< 2564. kaled »

Strong's Concordance

kaled: to call

Original Word: KA €w

Part of Speech: Verb

Transliteration: kale6

Phonetic Spelling: (kal-eh'-0)

Definition: to call

Usage: (a) I call, summon, invite, (b) I call, name.

NAS Exhaustive Concordance

Word Origin

a prim. word

Definition

to call

NASB Translation

call (13), called (99), calling (2), calls (7), give (1), invite (2), invited (15), invited guests (1),
invites (1), name given (1), named (2), so-called (1), summoned (2).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon

STRONGS NT 2564: kaAéw

KAaAEw, KaA@; imperfect écAovLV; future KA Eow (Winer's Grammar, § 13,3 ¢.); 1
aorist £KKAAe0q; perfect KEKATNKA; passive, present kkaeAOU Lot perfect 3 person
singular ic&icAn)tort (1 Corinthians 7:18 L T Tr WH; (Revelation 19:13 L T Tr WH)),
participle ke kAN LEVOC; 1 aorist £xAT)ONV; 1 future kANOT)cOpAL; (from Homer down);

Hebrew X7; Latinvoco; i. e.:
1. to call (German rufen (cf. PO, at the end));

a. to call aloud, utter in a loud voice: &X0LS OU TO OT)ULEQOV KaAelTal, as long as the
word 'today' is called out or proclaimed, Hebrews 3:13; Tiva, to call one to approach or stand
before one, Matthew 20:8; Matthew 22:3 (where €15 TOUG YA OUG seems to belong

to TOUG KeKANUEVOG); Matthew 25:14; (Mark 3:31 L T Tr WH); Luke

19:13; td Ol ooParta kKAt Ovoa, his own sheep each by its name, John

10:3 (where L T Tr WH pwvet); used of Christ, calling certain persons to be his disciples and
constant companions, Matthew 4:21 (note what precedes in 19: 00T OTTlOW HOV); Mark
1:20; to order one to be summoned, Matthew 2:15 (see just below); before the judges, Acts

4:18; Acts 24:2; followed by €k with the genitive of place, equivalent to to call out, call forth
from: Matthew 2:15, cf. Hebrews 11:8. metaphorically, to cause to pass from one state into

another: TLVa €K OKOTOUG €16 TO (PG, 1 Peter 2:9.
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b. like the Latinvoco equivalent to to invite; properly: €1¢ TOUG ydovg, Matthew 22:3
9; Luke 14:8; John 2:2; to a feast, Luke 14:16; 1 Corinthians 10:27 (cf. Winer's Grammar, 593

(552)); Revelation 19:9; 0 kaAéoag, Luke 7:39; Luke 14:9; 6 KeKANKWG Tivax, Luke 14:10
12; ot K&K/\T] péVOL, Matthew 22:8; Luke 14:7, 17, 24; (2 Samuel 13:23; Esther 5:12; and often
so in Greek writings from Homer, Odyssey 4, 532; 11,187 down). [3. metaphorically: to invite

one, €1C T(, to something i. e. to participate in it, enjoy it; used thus in the Epistles of Paul and
Peter of God as inviting men by the preaching of the gospel (0L TOU vy yeAiov, 2
Thessalonians 2:14) to the blessings of the heavenly

kingdom: ei¢ Vv Pacideiav ToL Oeo, 1 Thessalonians 2:12; eig Cwnv alwviov, 1

Timothy 6:12; €1¢ 0OEV alcviov, 1 Peter
5:10; €lg TNV KOLV@VIAV TOL LIOL AVTOV, 1 Corinthians 1:9; so KAAELV TIVAX used

alone: Romans 8:30; Romans 9:24; 1 Corinthians 7:17f, 20-22, 24; TIV&X KAAELV K/\f]GE L2

Timothy 1:9; £V @ €kANOnN eV, in whom lies the reason why we were called, who is the
ground of our having been invited, Ephesians 1:11 Lachmann; &&10¢ ™me K/\f] OEWCG, ﬁg (by

attraction for ‘q (or perhaps ﬁv; cf. Winers Grammar, § 24, 1; Buttmann, 287 (247); Ellicott, in

the place cited)) £xA1)On e, Ephesians 4:1; God is styled O KaAwv Tivor (he that calleth
one, the caller, cf. Winer's Grammar, § 45, 7), Galatians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:24;

and O kaAéoag tiva, Galatians 1:6; Colossians 1:12 Lachmann; 1 Peter 1:15; 2 Peter

1:3. ol kekANUévoL, Hebrews 9:15; kaAetv and kaxAeloOat are used with a specification
of the mediate end (for the highest or final end of the calling is eternal

salvation): £1t' éAev0epla, Galatians 5:13; OUK €T dkaOapoio AAA' €v ayiaou, 1
Thessalonians 4:7; €V (o1 v1), 1 Corinthians 7:15; €v €V €ATTiOL, that ye might come into

one hope, Ephesians 4:4 (see €V, 1. 7 (yet cf. Winers Grammar, 417 (389); Buttmann, 329 (283);
especially Ellicott in loc.), and €7t(, Buttmann, 2
a. C.); €lg elonvnv ToL XQLOTOL €V €VI OwaTL that ye may be in one body i. e. be

members of one and the same body, Colossians 3:15; €1¢ TOUTO (which refers to what

precedes) followed by (v, 1 Peter 2:21; 1 Peter 3:9; (but everywhere in the N. T. Epistles only
those are spoken of as called by God who have listened to his voice addressed to them in the
gospel, hence those who have enlisted in the service of Christ — see Romans 8:30 and Riickert's
Commentary, at the passage cited, p. 464, cf. 1 Corinthians 1:24; those who have slighted the

invitation are not reckoned among the called); Christ also is said KaxAelv TIva, namely, to
embrace the offer of salvation by the Messiah, in Matthew 9:13 and Mark 2:17 (in both

passages Rec. adds €(c petavotav). God is said to call those who are not yet born, viz. by

promises of salvation which have respect to them, so that KxA €LV is for substance equivalent
to to appoint one to salvation, Romans

9:12 (11); KatAOLVTOC TA 1) OVTAX WG OVTA, Romans 4:17, where cf. Fritzsche (others
besides, cf. Meyer (especially Weiss edition) at the passage). to call (equivalent to to select) to
assume some office, TLV o, of God appointing or committing an office to one
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(German berufen): Galatians 1:15; Hebrews 5:4 (Isaiah 42:6; [saiah 49:1; [saiah 51:2). to
invite equivalent to to rouse, summon: to do something, €1¢ pETé(VOLO(V, Luke 5:32, added
in Rec. also in Matthew 9:13 and Mark 2:17.

2. to call i. e. to name, call by name;

a. to give a name to; with two accusatives, one of the object the other of the name as a predicate
(to call one (by) a name: Matthew 10:25 Rec.; cf. Winers Grammar, § 32, 4 b.; Buttmann, 151
(132) note); passive with the nominative of the name, to receive the name of, receive as a
name: Matthew 2:23; Matthew 27:8; Luke 1:32, 60, 62; Luke 2:4, etc.; KO(/\Ol’)pEVOQ, called,
whose name or surname is, Luke 7:11; Luke 9:10; Luke 10:39; Acts 7:58; Acts 27:8,

16; 0 KaAOULEVOG (on its position cf. Buttmann, § 144, 19): Luke 6:15; Luke 8:2; (Luke
22:3 T Tr WH); ; Acts 1:23; Acts 10:1; Acts 13:1; (Acts 15:22 L T Tr WH); ; Revelation

12:9; Revelation 16:16; with OvOpartt added, Luke 19:2; kKaAeloOaL ovopatt tiv, to be

called by a name, Luke 1:61; katAelv Tiva €l T OVOpaTL Tivog, Luke
1:59 (see £7tl, Buttmann, 2 a. 1., p. 233 {b}); after the Hebrew ~N{

RIP MY, kKaAelv TO Ovoua Tivog, with the name in the accusative, to give some name to
one, call his name: Matthew 1:21, 23, 25; Luke 1:13, 31; passive, Luke 2:21; Revelation
19:13; Genesis 17:19; 1 Samuel 1:20, etc. (similarly sometimes in Greek writings, cf. Fritzsche
on Matthew, p. 45 (Buttmann, 151 (132))).

b. Passive kaxAovpat with predicate nominative to be called i. e. to bear a name or
title (among men) (cf. Winer's Grammar, § 65, 8): Luke 1:35; Luke 22:25; Acts

8:10 (Rec. omits kxAovpieaet); 1 Corinthians 15:9; to be said to be (equivalent to to be
acknowledged, pass as, the nominative expressing the judgment passed on one): Matthew 5:9

19; Luke 1:32, 35, 76; Luke 2:23; Luke 15:19; Romans 9:26; James 2:23; opposed to elvai, 1
John 3:1 L T Tr WH; Hebraistically (Genesis 21:12) ¢v Toadk kAnOrjoetal oot oméoua,

through (better in, cf. €V, L. 6 c. and Meyer (edited by Weiss) ad Romans, the passage cited)
Isaac shall a seed be called for thee, i. e. Isaac (not Ishmael) is the one whose posterity shall
obtain the name and honor of thy descendants, Romans 9:7 and Hebrews 11:18.

¢. KA Tiva, with an accusative of the predicate or a title of honor, to salute one by a
name: Matthew 23:9; passive, Matthew 23:7f, 10; Revelation 19:11 (but Tr marginal

reading WH brackets KatA); to give a name to one and mention him at the same time, Matthew
22:43, 45; Luke 20:44.

(Compare: AVTIKAAEQW, EVKAAEW, ElOKaAEw (KaAéopar), ETUKAAEW, HETAKAAEW,
TAQAKAAEW, CLVTIAQAKAAEW, TIQOKAAEW, TIQOOKAAEW, OLYKAAEW.)

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
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bid, call forth, name, invite

Akin to the base of keleuo; to "call" (properly, aloud, but used in a variety of applications,
directly or otherwise) -- bid, call (forth), (whose, whose sur-)name (was (called)).

see GREEK keleuo

<« 3958. pascho »

Strong's Concordance

pasché: to suffer, to be acted on

Original Word: TTAOX@

Part of Speech: Verb

Transliteration: paschd

Phonetic Spelling: (pas'-kho)

Definition: to suffer, to be acted on

Usage: [ am acted upon in a certain way, either good or bad; I experience ill treatment, suffer.

HELPS Word-studies

3958 pasxo (a primitive verb) — properly, to feel heavy emotion, especially suffering; affected,
experiencing feeling (literally "sensible" = "sensed-experience"); "the feeling of the mind,
emotion, passion" (J. Thayer).

3958/pasxo ("to experience feeling") relates to any part of us that feels strong emotion, passion,
or suffering — especially "the capacity to feel suffering" (J. Thayer). The Lord has privileged us
to have great capacity for feeling (passion, emotion, affections). Indeed, this is inherent because
all people are created in the divine image. Note for example how Jesus in His perfect (sinless)
humanity keenly felt (3958/pasxo, see Lk 17:25, 22:15, 24:26,46, etc.).

[3958/pasxo ("experiencing strong feeling") is the root of: 3804 /pdthema ("passions,
sufferings"), 3805 /pathétos ("suffering") and 3806 /pathos ("strong feeling, passion").]

NAS Exhaustive Concordance

Word Origin

akin to penthos

Definition

to suffer, to be acted on

NASB Translation

endured (1), endured...sufferings (1), suffer (22), suffered (10), suffering (4), suffers (2).

Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 3958: maoxw
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TIAOX W; 2 aorist EtxO0v; perfect TtéTTOVO (Luke 13:2; Hebrews 2:18);

from Homer down; to be affected or have been affected, to feel, have a sensible experience, to
undergo; it is a vox media — used in either a good or a bad sense;

as, 0o temtovOaot kal 6o avTOLG £y EVveTo, of perils and deliverance from

them, Esther 9:26 (for 7IX7); hence, KAKWS TTAOX LV, to stiffer sadly, be in bad plight, of a
sick person, Matthew 17:15 where L Tr text WH text KaK@W¢ €X €LV (on the other

hand, €0 TtxoyeLv, to be well off, in good case, often in Greek writings from Pindar down).

1. in a bad sense, of misfortunes, to suffer, to undergo evils, to be afflicted (so everywhere
in Homer and Hesiod; also in the other Greek writings where it is used absolutely):

absolutely, Luke 22:15; Luke 24:46; Acts 1:3; Acts 3:18; Acts 17:3; 1 Corinthians

12:26; Hebrews 2:18; Hebrews 9:26; 1 Peter 2:191, 23; 1 Peter 3:17; 1 Peter 4:15. 19; Hebrews

13:12; OALyOV, a little while, 1 Peter 5:10; mdoxetv ti, Matthew 27:19; Mark 9:12; Luke
13:2; (); Acts 28:5; 2 Timothy 1:12; (Hebrews 5:8 c¢f. Winers Grammar, 166 (158)

a.; Buttmann, § 143, 10); Revelation 2:10; maO1)uata oy etv, 2 Corinthians

1:6; Ti a1t with the genitive of person, Matthew 16:21; Luke 9:22; Luke

17:25; taeox ety UTTO with the genitive of person, Matthew 17:12; OTTO Tivog, Mark 5:28; 1

Thessalonians 2:14; TTAOY €LV UTTEQ TIVOC, in behalf of a person or thing, Acts
9:16; Philippians 1:29; 2 Thessalonians 1:5; with the addition of a dative of reference or respect

(cf. Winer's Grammar, § 31, 6), OOk, 1 Peter 4:1a; £€v ootQkL, ibid. b
(yet GL T Tr WH omit €V; cf. Winer's Grammar, 412 (384)); tacox eLv TteQl with the genitive

of the thing and UTté0 with the genitive of person 1 Peter 3:18 (R G WH marginal reading;
cf. Winer's Grammar, 373 (349); 383 (358) note); TTXO X €LV 0L DLKALOCVVT)V, | Peter 3:14.

2. in a good sense, of pleasant experiences; but nowhere so unless either the adverb €0 or an
accusative of the thing be added (Y topivnoat, 6oa tabovteg €€ avTo (L.

e. ®eov) Kal MNAK@V €VEQYETLOV LETAAAPBOVTES AYXAQLOTOL QOGS AVTOV YEV
0oLVTO, Josephus, Antiquities 3, 15, 1; examples from Greek authors are given in Passow, under
the word, II. 5; (Liddell and Scott, under the word, II. 2)): Galatians 3:4, on which see yé, 3c.
(Compare: TQOTIAT YW, CUUTIATX W.)

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
to suffer

Including the forms patho (path'-0), and pentho (pen'-tho), used only in certain tenses for it
apparently a primary verb; to experience a sensation or impression (usually painful) -- feel,
passion, suffer, vex.
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< 3958. pascho »

Strong's Concordance

pasché: to suffer, to be acted on

Original Word: TTAOX@

Part of Speech: Verb

Transliteration: pascho

Phonetic Spelling: (pas'-kho)

Definition: to suffer, to be acted on

Usage: [ am acted upon in a certain way, either good or bad; I experience ill treatment, suffer.

HELPS Word-studies

3958 pasxo (a primitive verb) — properly, to feel heavy emotion, especially suffering; affected,
experiencing feeling (literally "sensible" = "sensed-experience"); "the feeling of the mind,
emotion, passion" (J. Thayer).

3958/pasxo ("to experience feeling") relates to any part of us that feels strong emotion, passion,
or suffering — especially "the capacity to feel suffering" (J. Thayer). The Lord has privileged us
to have great capacity for feeling (passion, emotion, affections). Indeed, this is inherent because
all people are created in the divine image. Note for example how Jesus in His perfect (sinless)
humanity keenly felt (3958/pasxo, see Lk 17:25, 22:15, 24:26,46, etc.).

[3958/pasxo ("experiencing strong feeling") is the root of: 3804 /pdthema ("passions,
sufferings"), 3805 /pathétos ("suffering") and 3806 /pdthos ("strong feeling, passion").]

NAS Exhaustive Concordance

Word Origin

akin to penthos

Definition

to suffer, to be acted on

NASB Translation

endured (1), endured...sufferings (1), suffer (22), suffered (10), suffering (4), suffers (2).

Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 3958: maoxw

TIAOX W; 2 aorist EtxO0v; perfect TtéTTOVO (Luke 13:2; Hebrews 2:18);

from Homer down; to be affected or have been affected, to feel, have a sensible experience, to
undergo; it is a vox media — used in either a good or a bad sense;

as, 0o temtovOaot kal 6o avTOLG £y EVeTo, of perils and deliverance from

them, Esther 9:26 (for 7IX7); hence, KAKWS TTAOX LV, to stiffer sadly, be in bad plight, of a
sick person, Matthew 17:15 where L Tr text WH text Kakg £X LV (on the other

hand, €U TXxo ) €LV, to be well off, in good case, often in Greek writings from Pindar down).
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1. in a bad sense, of misfortunes, to suffer, to undergo evils, to be afflicted (so everywhere
in Homer and Hesiod; also in the other Greek writings where it is used absolutely):

absolutely, Luke 22:15; Luke 24:46; Acts 1:3; Acts 3:18; Acts 17:3; 1 Corinthians

12:26; Hebrews 2:18; Hebrews 9:26; 1 Peter 2:191, 23; 1 Peter 3:17; 1 Peter 4:15. 19; Hebrews

13:12; OALyOV, a little while, 1 Peter 5:10; mdoxetv ti, Matthew 27:19; Mark 9:12; Luke
13:2; (); Acts 28:5; 2 Timothy 1:12; (Hebrews 5:8 c¢f. Winers Grammar, 166 (158)

a.; Buttmann, § 143, 10); Revelation 2:10; maO1)uata taxoyetv, 2 Corinthians

1:6; TiL a1t with the genitive of person, Matthew 16:21; Luke 9:22; Luke

17:25; taeox ety UTTO with the genitive of person, Matthew 17:12; OTtO Tivog, Mark 5:28; 1

Thessalonians 2:14; TTAOY €LV UTTEQ TIVOC, in behalf of a person or thing, Acts
9:16; Philippians 1:29; 2 Thessalonians 1:5; with the addition of a dative of reference or respect

(cf. Winer's Grammar, § 31, 6), OOk, 1 Peter 4:1a; £€v ootQkL, ibid. b
(yet GL T Tr WH omit €V; cf. Winer's Grammar, 412 (384)); rtccox eLv TteQl with the genitive

of the thing and UTté0 with the genitive of person 1 Peter 3:18 (R G WH marginal reading;
cf. Winer's Grammar, 373 (349); 383 (358) note); TTXO} €LV 0L DLKALOCVVT)V, | Peter 3:14.

2. in a good sense, of pleasant experiences; but nowhere so unless either the adverb €0 or an
accusative of the thing be added (Y topivnoat, 6oa tabovteg €€ avTo (L.

e. ®eov) Kal MNAK@V €VEQYETLOV LETAAAPBOVTES AYXAQLOTOL QOGS AVTOV YEV
0oLVTO, Josephus, Antiquities 3, 15, 1; examples from Greek authors are given in Passow, under
the word, II. 5; (Liddell and Scott, under the word, II. 2)): Galatians 3:4, on which see yé, 3c.
(Compare: TQOTIATY W, CUUTIATK W.)

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
to suffer

Including the forms patho (path'-0), and pentho (pen'-tho), used only in certain tenses for it

apparently a primary verb; to experience a sensation or impression (usually painful) -- feel,
passion, suffer, vex.

<« 3958. pascho »
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Strong's Concordance

pasché: to suffer, to be acted on

Original Word: TT&AOX @

Part of Speech: Verb

Transliteration: paschd

Phonetic Spelling: (pas'-kho)

Definition: to suffer, to be acted on

Usage: [ am acted upon in a certain way, either good or bad; I experience ill treatment, suffer.

HELPS Word-studies

3958 pasxo (a primitive verb) — properly, to feel heavy emotion, especially suffering; affected,
experiencing feeling (literally "sensible" = "sensed-experience"); "the feeling of the mind,
emotion, passion" (J. Thayer).

3958/pasxo ("to experience feeling") relates to any part of us that feels strong emotion, passion,
or suffering — especially "the capacity to feel suffering" (J. Thayer). The Lord has privileged us
to have great capacity for feeling (passion, emotion, affections). Indeed, this is inherent because
all people are created in the divine image. Note for example how Jesus in His perfect (sinless)
humanity keenly felt (3958/pasxo, see Lk 17:25, 22:15, 24:26,46, etc.).

[3958/pasxo ("experiencing strong feeling") is the root of: 3804 /pdthema ("passions,
sufferings"), 3805 /pathétos ("suffering") and 3806 /pathos ("strong feeling, passion").]

NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin

akin to penthos

Definition

to suffer, to be acted on

NASB Translation

endured (1), endured...sufferings (1), suffer (22), suffered (10), suffering (4), suffers (2).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon

STRONGS NT 3958: maoxw

TIAOX W; 2 aorist EtxO0v; perfect TtéTTOVO (Luke 13:2; Hebrews 2:18);

from Homer down; to be affected or have been affected, to feel, have a sensible experience, to
undergo; it is a vox media — used in either a good or a bad sense;

as, 0o temtovOaot kal 6o avTOLG £y EVeTo, of perils and deliverance from

them, Esther 9:26 (for 7IX7); hence, KAKWS TTAOX LV, to stiffer sadly, be in bad plight, of a
sick person, Matthew 17:15 where L Tr text WH text Kakwg £X €LV (on the other

hand, €U Txo ) €LV, to be well off, in good case, often in Greek writings from Pindar down).

1. in a bad sense, of misfortunes, to suffer, to undergo evils, to be afflicted (so everywhere
in Homer and Hesiod; also in the other Greek writings where it is used absolutely):
absolutely, Luke 22:15; Luke 24:46; Acts 1:3; Acts 3:18; Acts 17:3; 1 Corinthians
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12:26; Hebrews 2:18; Hebrews 9:26; 1 Peter 2:191, 23; 1 Peter 3:17; 1 Peter 4:15. 19; Hebrews

13:12; OALyOV, a little while, 1 Peter 5:10; mdoxetv ti, Matthew 27:19; Mark 9:12; Luke
13:2; (); Acts 28:5; 2 Timothy 1:12; (Hebrews 5:8 c¢f. Winers Grammar, 166 (158)

a.; Buttmann, § 143, 10); Revelation 2:10; maOn)uata oy etv, 2 Corinthians
1:6; Ti a1t with the genitive of person, Matthew 16:21; Luke 9:22; Luke
17:25; taeox ety UTTO with the genitive of person, Matthew 17:12; UTtO Tivog, Mark 5:28; 1

Thessalonians 2:14; TTAOY €LV UTTEQ TIVOC, in behalf of a person or thing, Acts
9:16; Philippians 1:29; 2 Thessalonians 1:5; with the addition of a dative of reference or respect

(cf. Winer's Grammar, § 31, 6), OOk, 1 Peter 4:1a; £€v ootQkL, ibid. b

(yet GL T Tr WH omit €V; cf. Winer's Grammar, 412 (384)); rtccoxeLv TteQl with the genitive
of the thing and UTté0 with the genitive of person 1 Peter 3:18 (R G WH marginal reading;

cf. Winer's Grammar, 373 (349); 383 (358) note); TTXT} €LV 0L DLKALOCVVT)V, | Peter 3:14.

2. in a good sense, of pleasant experiences; but nowhere so unless either the adverb €0 or an
accusative of the thing be added (Y topivnoat, 6oa mabovteg €€ avTo (L.

e. ®eov) Kal MNAK@V £VEQYETLOV LETAAAPBOVTES AXAQLOTOL QOGS AVTOV YEV
0oLVTO, Josephus, Antiquities 3, 15, 1; examples from Greek authors are given in Passow, under
the word, II. 5; (Liddell and Scott, under the word, II. 2)): Galatians 3:4, on which see yé, 3c.
(Compare: TQOTIAT YW, CUUTIATK W.)

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
to suffer

Including the forms patho (path'-0), and pentho (pen'-tho), used only in certain tenses for it
apparently a primary verb; to experience a sensation or impression (usually painful) -- feel,
passion, suffer, vex.

<4 5261. hupogrammos »

Strong's Concordance
hupogrammos: a writing to be copied, an example
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Original Word: UTTOYQQLHLOG, OV, O

Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: hupogrammos

Phonetic Spelling: (hoop-og-ram-mos')
Definition: a writing to be copied, an example
Usage: a writing-copy, an example, pattern.
NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin

from hupographo (to trace in outline, sketch out); from hupo and grapho
Definition

a writing to be copied, an example

NASB Translation

example (1).

Thayer's Greek Lexicon

STRONGS NT 5261: Otoyoappog

UMOYQAUHOG, DTTOYQA IOV, O (UTTOYRAYW), properly,

1. a writing-copy, including all the letters of the alphabet, given to beginners as an aid in
learning to draw them: Clement of Alexandria, strom. 5, 8, 50. Hence,

2. an example set before one: 1 Peter 2:21 (2 Macc. 2:28; Clement of Rome, 1 Cor. 16,
17 [ET]; 33, 8 [ET]; (Philo, fragment vol. ii., 667 Mang. (vi. 229 Richter)), and often in
ecclesiastical

writings; 6 ITabAog oOVT|C YeVOUEVOS HEYLOTOG DTTIOYQAUOG, Clement of
Rome, 1 Cor. 5, 7 [ET] (where see Lightfoot)).

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
example.

From a compound of hupo and grapho; an underwriting, i.e. Copy for imitation
(figuratively) - example.

see GREEK hupo

see GREEK grapho

Forms and Transliterations
UTIOYPAUHOV LTIOYPAUUOV LTIOYPAPKOV hypogrammon hypogrammon upogrammon
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< 1872. epakoloutheod »

Strong's Concordance

epakoloutheé: to follow after

Original Word: € TaakOAOVLO €

Part of Speech: Verb

Transliteration: epakolouthe6

Phonetic Spelling: (ep-ak-ol-oo-theh'-0)

Definition: to follow after

Usage: I follow close after, accompany, dog; I imitate, pursue, am studious of.

HELPS Word-studies

1872 epakolouthéo (from 1909 /epi, "on, fitting," which intensifies 190 /akolouthéa, "to follow")
— properly, follow along as "fitting," i.e. as it morally corresponds to what leads; hence, to follow
in close correspondence (connection).

NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin

from epi and akoloutheo

Definition

to follow after

NASB Translation

devoted herself (1), follow (1), follow after (1), followed (1).
Thayer's Greek Lexicon

STRONGS NT 1872: é¢rtaxkoAovOéw

EMAKOAOVOEwW, etakoAoVOw; 1 aorist £TtnkOAOVON O to follow (close) upon,

follow after; in the N. T. only metaphorically, TOLC [XVEOTL TIVOG, to tread in one's footsteps, i.
e. to imitate his example, 1 Peter 2:21; with the dative of a person 1 Timothy 5:24 (opposed

to WQOéq/w, to go before; the meaning is, 'the sins of some men are manifest now, even before
they are called to account, but the misdeeds of others are exposed when finally judgment is held';
cf. Huther (or Ellicott) at the passage); £0Yw ayaO, to be devoted to good works, 1 Timothy
5:10; used, with the dative of the person to be mentally supplied, of the miracles accompanying
the preaching of Christ's ministers, Mark 16:20. (Aristophanes, Thucydides, Xenophon, Plato,
and following; occasionally in the Sept..)

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
follow after.

From epi and akoloutheo; to accompany -- follow (after).
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see GREEK epi

see GREEK akoloutheo

< 2487. ichnos »

Strong's Concordance
ichnos: a track

Original Word: (xVOG, ovg, T0
Part of Speech: Noun, Neuter
Transliteration: ichnos

Phonetic Spelling: (ikh'-nos)
Definition: a track

Usage: a track, footstep.

HELPS Word-studies

2487 ixnos (from hikneomai, "move forward, arrive") — properly, the impression made by the
sole of the foot ("foot-step"); (figuratively) the "footsteps" providing the needed example for
others to follow, i.e. to live out "God's persuasions" (His inworkings of faith). Accordingly, faith
(4102 /pistis) and "faith-steps" are directly connected in the NT.

Ro 4:12: "And the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who
also follow in the steps (2487/ixnos) of the (principle of) faith (4102 /pistis) of our father
Abraham which he had while uncircumcised" (NASU).

[Note how the "principle of faith" is signaled by the Greek definite article. This refers to
faith operating in a believer's life to reveal and empower God's preferred-will

(ct. 2307 /théléma). The Lord inbirths His persuasions for believers in every scene of life — if
they seek Him for it. Compare Ro 10:6-8,17 with Ro 14:23.]

NAS Exhaustive Concordance
Word Origin

a prim. word

Definition

a track

NASB Translation

steps (3).

Thayer's Greek Lexicon

STRONGS NT 2487: ixvoc

{XVvog, Lxveog ({xvoug), TO (from (K equivalent to LkVEOLLAL, to g0)
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(from Homer down), a footprint, track, footstep: in the N. T. metaph, of imitating the example
of anyone, we find OTOLY €LV TOLS [XVETL TIVOC, Romans

4:12; TEQLETATHOAUEYV ... TOIG AVTOLS {XVeOt, 2 Corinthians

12:18; émakoAovB ey T01g (X VveoL Tivog, 1 Peter 2:21,

(v [xveoLTivog £ov mOda véLeLy, Pindar Nem. 6, 27); cf. Latininsisterevestigiisalicuius.

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance
a track, footprint, step

From ikneomai (to arrive; compare heko); a track (figuratively) -- step.

see GREEK heko

MacLaren's Expositions
1 Peter

CHRIST THE EXEMPLAR

1 Peter 2:21.

These words are a very striking illustration of the
way in which the Gospel brings Christ’s principles to
bear upon morals and duty.

The Apostle is doing nothing more than exhorting a handful of slaves to the full and
complete and patient acceptance of their hard lot, and in order to teach a very homely

and lowly lesson to the squalid minds of a few captives, he brings in the
mightiest of all lessons by pointing to the most beautiful,
most blessed, and most mysterious fact in the world’'s
history-the cross of Christ.
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It is the very spirit of Christianity that the
biggest thing is to regulate the
smallest duties of life.

Men'’s lives are made up of two or three
big things and a multitude of little ones,
and the greater rule the lesser; and, my
friends, unless we have got a religion
and a morality that can and will keep the
trifles of our lives right there will be
nothing right; unless we can take those
deepest truths, make them the ruling
principles, and lay them down side by
side with the most trivial things of our
lives, we are something short.

Is there nothing in your life or mine so small that we cannot bring it into captivity and lift
it into beauty by bringing it into connection with saving grace? Christ also suffered for
us, leaving us an example. This is the first thing that strikes me, and | intend it also by
way of introduction. Look how the Apostle has put the points together, as though there
are two aspects which go together and cannot be rendered apart, like the under side
and the upper side of a coin. ‘Christ also suffered for us,” and so for us says all the
orthodox. ‘Leaving us an example’--there protests all the heretics. Yes, but we know that
there is a power in both of them, and the last one is only true when we begin with the
first.



He suffered for us.

There, there, my friends, is the deepest
meaning of the cross, and if you want 1o
get Christ for an example, begin with taking
Him as the sacrifice, for He gave His life for
you. Don't part the two things. If you
believe Him to be Christ, then you take Him
at the cross:

if you want to see the meaning of Christ as an example, begin with Him as your Saviour.
‘Because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example that ye should follow His
steps.’ These are the words, and what God hath joined together let no man put asunder.

With these few remarks | shall deal with the words a little more exhaustively, and I
see in them three things—

1.the sufferings of Christ our gain,

2. the sufferings of Christ our pattern, and

3. the suffering of Christ our power to imitate.

And first of all that great proclamation which underlies the whole matter--Christ also
suffered for us. The sufferings of Christ are thereby our gain. | shall not dwell on the
larger questions which these words naturally open for us, and | shall content myself
with some of the angles and side views of thought, and one to begin with is this: It is
very interesting to notice how, as his life went on, and his inspiration became more full,
this Apostle got to understand, as being the very living and heart centre of his religion,
the thing which at first was a stumbling-block and mystery to him. You remember when
Christ was here on earth, and was surrounded by all His disciples, the man who actually
led antagonism to the thought of a saving Messiah, was this very Apostle Peter. How he
displayed his ignorance in the words, ‘This shall not be unto Thee, O Lord’; and you
remember also how his audacity rose to the height of saying, ‘Why cannot | follow Thee
now, Lord? | will lay down my life for Thy sake,” so little did he understand the purposes
of Christ’s suffering and Christ’'s death. And even after His resurrection we don't find
that Peter in his early preaching had got as far as he seems to have got in this letter
from which my text is taken. You will notice that in this letter he speaks a great deal
about the sufferings of Christ, which he puts side by side and in contrast with God’s
glorifying of His Son. Christ’s cross, which at first had come to him as a rejection, has
now come to him in all its reality, and to him there was the one grand thing, ‘He suffered



for us,” as though he realises Christ in all His beauty and purity, and not only as a
beautiful teacher and dear friend. That which at first seemed to him as an astounding
mystery and perfect impossibility, he now comes to understand. With those two little
words, ‘for us,” where there was before impossibility, disappointment, and anomaly, the
anomaly vanishes, although the mystery becomes deeper. In one sense it was
incomprehensible; in another sense it was the only explanation of the fact. And, my
friends, | want you to build one thought on this. Unless you and I lay hold of the grand
truth that Jesus Christ died for us, it seems to me that the story of the Gospel and the
story of the cross is the saddest and most depressing page of human history. That
there should have been a man possessed of such a soul, such purity, such goodness,
such tenderness, such compassion, and such infinite mercy--if there were all this to do
nothing but touch men’s hearts and prick and irritate them into bitter enmity--if the cross
were the world’s wages to the world’s best Teacher, and nothing more could be said,
then, my friends, it seems to me that the hopes of humanity have, in the providence of
God, suffered great disaster, and a terrible indictment stands against both God and
man. Oh, yes, the death of Jesus Christ, and the whole history of the world’s treatment
of Him, is an altogether incomprehensible and miserable thing--a thing to be forgotten,
and a thing to be wept over in tears of blood, and no use for us unless we do as Peter
did, apply all the warmth of the heart to this one master key, ‘for us,” and then the
mystery is only an infinitude of love and mercy. What before we could not understand
we now begin to see, and to understand the love of God which passeth all
understanding. Oh, my friends, | beseech you never think of the cross of Christ without
taking those two words. It is a necessary explanation to make the picture beautiful: ‘for
us,’ ‘for us’; ‘for me, for me.” And then notice still further that throughout the whole of
this Epistle the comparative vagueness of the words ‘for me’ is interpreted definitely. So
far as the language of my text is concerned there can be nothing more expressive, more
outspoken, or more intelligible, ‘Christ also suffered for us,’ for our realm. But that is not
all that Peter would have us learn. If you want to know the nature of the work, and what
the Saviour suffered on the cross for our behalf, advantage, and benefit, here is the
definition in the following verse, ‘Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the
tree, that we being dead to sins should live unto righteousness.’ ‘For us,’ not merely as
an example; for us,’ not merely for His purity, His beautiful life and calm death; no,
better than all that, though a glorious example it is. He has taken away our sins, we are
sprinkled with the blood of Jesus Christ; ‘for us’ in the sense of the words in another
part of the Epistle, ‘Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot,” and if so, we are living examples of what Christ our Saviour
has done for the whole world.

There is another point | want to speak about in dwelling on the first part of the text. If
you will read this Epistle of Peter at your leisure, you will see that while with Paul both
make the cross of Christ the centre of their teaching, Paul speaks more about His death,
and Peter more about His sufferings. Throughout the letters of Peter the phrase runs,
and the phrase has come almost entirely into modern Christian usage from this Apostle.
Paul speaks about the death, Peter speaks of the sufferings. The eye-witness of a
Loving Friend, the man who had stood by His side through much of His sufferings



{though he fled at last}, a vivid imagination of His Master’s trials, and a warm heart, led
Peter to dwell not only on the one fact of the death, but also on the accompaniments of
that awful death, of the mental and physical pain, and especially the temper of the
Saviour. | shall not dwell on this, except to make one passing remark on it, viz., that
there is a kind of preaching which prevails among the Roman Catholic Church, and is
not uncommon to many of the Protestant churches, which dwells unduly on the physical
fact of Christ’s death and sufferings. | think, for my part, we are going to the other
extreme, and a great many of us are losing a very great source of blessing to ourselves
and to those whom we influence, because we don't realise and don't dwell sufficiently
on the physical and mental sorrows and agony He went through with the death on the
cross; and one bad effect of all this is that Christ's atonement has become to be a kind
of theological jungle, and | don’t know that the popular mind can have in the ordinary
way any better means of the deliverance of Christ’s cross from this theological maze
than a little more frankness and honesty in dwelling on the sorrows and pain of our dear
Lord.

Now a word about the second part. The sufferings of Christ as represented here in the
text are not only for our gain but our pattern, leaving us an example that we should
follow His steps. We are not concerned here about the general principles of Christian
ethics, and | don’t think | need dwell on them at all as being great blessings to us; and
passing from that | would rather dwell on the one specific thought before us--on the
beautiful life, the gracious words, the gentle deeds, the wisdom, the rectitude, the
tenderness, the submission to the Father and the oblivion to Himself, which
characterises the whole life of Jesus Christ, from the very first up to the agony on the
cross. We have looked to Him as our gain, and as the head and beginning of our
salvation, and now we have to turn from that mysterious and solemn thought and look
to Him as an ideal pattern by which our life should be moulded and shaped. ‘Leaving us
an example.’ Just as Elijah’s mantle dropped from him as he rose, so Christ in going up
to the Father fluttered down on the world a pattern which He had in His sufferings. He
goes away, but the pattern abides with us. ‘Leaving us an example.’ The word used here
is translated quite correctly. The word example is a very remarkable and unusual one; it
means literally a thing to be retained. You put a copyhead before a child, and tell him to
copy it, and trace it over till he retains it; or, to come to modern English, you put the
copyhead on the top of a page. What blots, pothooks, and angles you and | make as we
are trying to write on the top of the page of life. See, there is the pattern. Lo, another
man hath written above, and you are asked to make your life exactly the same, the same
angles and the same corners—to make your life in all respects coincide with that. My
friends, we shall all have to take our copybooks to the Master’'s desk some day. There
will be a headline there which Christ hath written, and one which we have written, and
how do you think we shall like to put the two side by side? My friends, we had better do
it to-day than have to do it then. There is the pattern life; the copy is plain. | don't think |
need say any more about the other metaphor contained here. The Divine Exemplar has
left us the headline that we should follow His footsteps, and it is a blessed thought to
know that we are to follow in His own steps. ‘What, cannot | follow Thee now?’ said
Peter once, and you remember when the Apostle had been restored to his office, the
words of the Saviour were--'Feed My lambs; feed My sheep; feed My lambs, follow thou



Me.’ This is also our privilege. As a guide going across a wet moor with a traveller calls
out, ‘Step where | step, or else you will be bogged,’ so we must tread in the steps of the
Saviour, and then we shall come safe on the other side. Tread in His steps, aye, in the
steps which are marked with bleeding feet, for ‘He suffered and left us an example.’ |
will just add one word, dear friends, to deepen the thought in its impressiveness, that
the cross of Christ it to be the pattern of our lives. It stands alone, thank God, for mighty
power in its relation to the salvation of the world, and it stands alone in awful terror. You
and | are, at the very worst, but at the edge of the storm which broke in all its dreadful
fury over His head; we love to go but a little way down the hillside, while He descended
to the very bottom; we love to drink but very little of the cup which He drained the last
drop of and held it up empty and reversed, showing that nothing trickled from it, and
exclaimed, ‘The cup which My Father hath given Me have | drunk.’ But although alone in
all its mighty power, and though alone in all its awful terror, it may be copied by us in
two things--perfect submission to our Maker, and non-resistance and meekness with
regard to man. There is only one way of carrying the cross of Christ, which God lays on
us all, and that is bowing our back. If we resist, it will crush us, and if we yield we have
something to endure; and there is but one thing which enables a man to patiently bear
the sorrows and griefs which come to us all, and that is the simple secret, ‘Father, not as
I will, but Thy will be done.’ Christ suffered for us, leaving us an example that we should
follow in His footsteps, and when we patiently do this the rod becomes a guiding staff,
and the crown of thorns a crown of glory.

But my text reminds me that the sufferings of Christ are not only our gain and our
pattern, but they are also our power to imitate—-the power to fight the battle for Christ.
Example is not all. The world wants more than that. The reason for men’s badness is
not because they have not plenty of patterns of good. If a copyhead could save the
world it would have been saved long ago. Patterns of good are plenty; the mischief is
we don’t copy them. There are footsteps in abundance, but then our legs are lame, and
we cannot tread in them, and what is the use of copies if we have a broken pen, muddy
ink, and soiled paper? So we want a great deal more than that. No, my friends, the world
is not to be saved by example. You and | know that the weakness and the foolishness of
men know a great deal better than the wisest of men ever did, so we want something
more. Examples don't give the power nor the wish to get it. Is not that true about you?
Don't you feel that if this is all which religion has given you it stops short? The gospel
comes and says, ‘If you love Christ Jesus because you know that He died for you,” then
there will be something else than the copybook. That copy and pattern will be laid to
your heart and transferred there. You will not have to go on trying to make a bungling
imitation; you will get it photographed on your spirit, and on your character more
distinctly and more clearly down to the very minutest shade of resemblance to the
Master, and with simple loving trust you will go on from strength to strength glorifying
God in your life. They that begin with the cross of Christ, and make the sacrifice their all
in all, will advance heavenward joyously; the cross and the sacrifice will be the pattern
of your pilgrimage here, and the perfectness of your characters unto the likeness of the
Son. The cross is the agency of sanctification as well as the means of forgiveness--
saving grace to save us from the world, saving grace to help us everywhere and in
everything for our salvation, and saving grace to help us to conquer our self-will, and



saving grace to bind us to Him, whose abundant goodness and gratitude no man can
tell. If we love Him we shall keep His commandments; if we love them we shall grow in
grace, and not else. None else, my brother, my sister, but the Eternal Exemplar stands
there as our refuge; and if you want to be filled with this all-saving grace, deep down to
the bottom of His tender heart, if you want to be good, and of pure mind, then you have
to begin with that Saviour who died for you, and trust to the cross for your forgiveness.
Then listen to Him saying, ‘Any man who comes after Me, let him take up My cross'--
take it up, mark--and follow Me.’



