
“Christ-like Passion & Compassion” 

Psalm 119:129-136 
July 17, 2022 

 

INTRO:  How much do YOU… WANT & NEED God’s Word? 
  …God’s grace, mercy, truth, love, forgiveness, compassion… 

Where are you getting your answers/perspectives from? 

 
PRAYER 

CONTEXT: 
 Series:     Perspective 
 

  Scripture:   Psalm 119 
 

   Structure:  Poetic Parallelism 
 

    Saturation: PASSION! 
 
 

BIG IDEA:  Biblical, CHRIST-LIKENESS calls for 
Passion, Compassion & Passion for Compassion 
 
 
 

T/S:  As we go to our text for today… remember “structure” 

 



NOTE: Today I want to teach you something new… 
 

ILLUSTRATION 
 

 
 

 
 

 



NOTE: In the same way… 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
But wait!  There’s more… to put us in AWE of God’s Word! 



 
(See Genesis 1:1 & 2:1) 

1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 
you have established strength because of your foes, 
to still the enemy and the avenger. 

3When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
4what is man that you are mindful of him, 
and the son of man that you care for him? 

5Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beingsb 
and crowned him with glory and honor. 
6You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 
you have put all things under his feet, 
7all sheep and oxen, 
and also the beasts of the field, 
8the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.                                 
9O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

http://biblehub.com/psalms/8-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/8-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/8-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/8-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/8-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/esv/psalms/8.htm#footnotes
http://biblehub.com/psalms/8-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/8-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/8-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/8-9.htm


And then… there are those times when God blows us away! 
 
 

 
 
 

Think about it this way:  Sandwich ILLUSTRATION: 
 

A.  Chiastic Arch   =  regular sandwich 
B.  Simple Inclusio =  specialty “bread” sandwich 
C.  Inclusio-Arch =  special & specific “roll-up” 

 
 

T/S:  How blown-away are you by the Bible & its bullseyes? 

 
BIG IDEA:  Biblical, CHRIST-LIKENESS calls for 
Passion, Compassion & Passion for Compassion 



PREVIEW:  
 

Christ, His Gospel & His family/Church are all about: 
A.   vv. 132 + 133  Grace & Mercy 
B.   vv. 131 + 134  Obsession & Oppression 
C.   vv. 130 + 135  Light & Shining 
D.   vv. 129 + 136  Passion & Compassion 

 
 
 
TEXT: 
 

I. Christ-like Grace & Mercy 
 

132  Turn to me and be gracious to me,  
as is your way with those who love your name.  

133  KEEP steady my steps according to your promise,  
and let no iniquity get dominion over me.  

 
 

1.  See Sovereign Grace & Human Responsibility 

a. See the Psalmist crying out for God’s turning and 
transformative, loving grace… for those who fulfill 
their part of crying out and truly loving Him & His 
name.  
 

2.  Amazing Grace (v.132) & Miraculous Mercy (v.133) 
 



3.  Amazing Grace:  (God’s giving us what we don’t deserve.) 
a. God allows us to know of Him 
b. God allows us to talk to Him 
c. God allows us to have hope in Him 
d. God may turn to us 
e. God may add grace upon grace upon grace to us 
f. God is consistent  
g. God has a consistent way that will bless us 
h. God’s consistent way(s) is/are wonder-FULL 
i. God’s wonderfull ways are definitive for His family 
j. God’s wonder-full ways teach us how to love… 
k. God has a keeping care for His children 
l. God’s keeping steadies our steps 
m. God’s keeping walks WITH us 
n.  God’s keeping can be counted on 
o.  God’s keeping is a promised covenant 
p.  God’s keeping of us is His keeping-commitment 
q.  God’s keeping commitment covers ALL corruption 
r.  God’s keeping covers any & all control over us 
s.  God’s keeping completes all the King’s children… 
t.  God’s keeping is miraculous, Messianic & missional 

 
 

4. Miraculous Mercy (God withholding what we deserve) 
a. God’s mercy doesn’t just leave us in our sin 
b. God’s mercy doesn’t ignore us 
c. God’s mercy doesn’t give up on us 
d. God’s mercy doesn’t just give us naked justice 
e. God’s mercy doesn’t treat me like an anomaly 



f. God’s mercy doesn’t push me away for/in my 
imperfections 

g. God's mercy doesn't condemn me for those around 
me 

h. God’s mercy doesn’t let old sin prevent new life 
i. God’s mercy doesn’t let your garbage from 

yesterday hold back His Gospel today 
j. God’s mercy doesn’t let old hurt hinder new hope 
k. God’s mercy doesn’t let wrong hating stop 

righteous healing 
l. God’s mercy doesn’t let us stumble indefinitely 
m. God’s mercy doesn’t let us live without 

promise 
n.  God’s mercy doesn’t leave us to fight on our own 
o.  God’s mercy doesn’t let our sin be our final story 
p.  God’s mercy doesn’t let iniquity kill our tranquility 
q.  God’s mercy doesn’t let sin win  
r.  God’s mercy doesn’t let sin overtake overcomers 
s.  God’s mercy doesn’t let hell hurt His helpers 

God’s mercy doesn’t let me forget the “me” in Messiah! 

 
 

II. Christ-like Obsession & 
Oppression 

 

 
ILLUSTRATION:        “The miracle on the Hudson” 
 



Capt. Sully, Flt. 1549, January 09’ - nearly 100% restoration 
 

 
 
 

131  I open my mouth and pant,  
because I long for your commandments.   

134  Redeem me from man’s oppression,  
that I may keep your precepts.  

 
a. See the Primal, Persistent, & Passionate Obsession! 
b. Don’t miss the “want-to” vs. the “warfare” 
c. Remember our Oppressors (internal & external) 

 

Biblical Christ-likeness has a passion for 
(and is obsessed with) overcoming 
oppressors, with loving & faithful 

obedience – to the glory of God! 



III. Christ-like Light & Shining 
 

130  The unfolding of your words gives light;  
it imparts understanding to the simple.   

135  Make your face shine upon your servant,  
and teach me your statutes.  

 
 

VIDEO:  “The Bible” 

 
 

 
IV. Christ-like Passion & 

Compassion 
129  Your testimonies are wonderful;  

therefore my soul keeps them.   
136  My eyes shed streams of tears,  

because people do not keep your law. 
 

 

A.  See the relationship between passion & compassion 
B.  See the relationship between keeps & not keep 
C.  See the relationship between heaven & hell… 
D.  See the relationship between “testimonies” & “law” 
E.  See the relationship between “Your” & “my” 
F.  See the relationship… “wonderful” & “streams of tears” 



G.  See Christ’s tears and our tears… 
H.  NOTE again the compound words… 

a.  Testi-monies  = a witness of words 
b.  Wonder-FULL = the Word is FULL of wonders 
c.  There-For  = there for a specific reason… 

 
I.  Now add: 

a. Com-Passion  = with (intense) passion/love. 
 

Compassion is an intensive, Christ-like,  

“passion of with-ness”     - JDP 

 
 

b. For-Give 
i. Complete forfeit of rights/forgetting of debt 

ii. Beware… Apathy & Myopathy 
1.  cf. the “Good Samaritan” 
2.  cf. the “Unforgiving Servant”  

iii. Bullseye… Sympathy & Empathy 
1.  SYMPATHY:  cf. Jesus weeping (3X) 

a. Quietly to Himself (Lazarus) 
b. Boldly & loud…  

i. Looking over Jerusalem 
ii. Preparing in Gethsemane 

“TEARS of LOVE” 



I asked the Lord to give me love -  
His love for souls in sin; 

Instead He gave me weeping eyes, 
A broken heart within. 

  
I asked Him why He gave me tears, 

He took me back in time 
To when my Savior lived on earth, 

When He was in His prime. 
  

I saw Him go to where His friend 
Was lying in a grave; 

The sisters and their friends were grieved - 
What love to them He gave. 

  
You see my Savior standing there 

Was also grieved that day, 
He wept great heaving tears with sobs 

Till those who saw could say: 
  

"Behold we see now how He loved." 
His tears revealed His heart 

His love was evident through tears - 
I saw God's point in part. 

  
And then He took me to the day  

The people hailed their King 
While Jesus enters to their cheers 

The children run and sing. 
  

But when He saw Jerusalem 
Stretched out before His eye, 

His soul was moved with grief for them; 
It moved His heart to cry. 

  
Oh, as I read those solemn words 

I feel that they are sweet 
For in them I behold His love 

So perfect and complete. 
  



To one more place He took me now, 
At midnight I beheld 

The Son of God bowed down with grief 
In deepest sorrow held. 

  
I heard His weeping, strong and deep, 

But through it I discerned 
He prayed for me - it melted me, 

His love for me I learned. 
  

With tearful joy I thanked the Lord 
For answering my prayer, 

For giving me His love for souls - 
His tears, His heart, His care. 

-Christina Joy Hommes 

 
2.  EMPATHY: 

a. See the Tax-collectors 
b. Imagine Peter…  
c. Read the Apostle Paul 

 
 

c. Christ-Like 
i. Truth in Love 

ii. Passion & Compassion 
iii. Sacrifice & Service 
iv. 5 Great C’s 
v. Commitment to God’s Word, will, & ways! 

 
(Imagine if God spoke His Word/Bible out loud to you…) 

VIDEO: “Study” 
(Bowdan – Spoken Word) 



REVIEW:      David Bowdan (Spoken Word) “Study” 
 

1. To the eyes and mind of the bride of Christ, concerning what has been written down…. 

2. I’m waiting for you says The Writer. 
3. I’ve spent the entirety of history interacting with humanity who penned My biography 

4. I’d love to share it with you! 
5. I’ve sketched outlines of My face in the pages of My book… 

6. It’s ALL there says The Writer… 
7. You need only look a little longer at the genius of Genesis; how I patched you into the 

genius of existence…  

8. You exist because of Exodus… 40 years I spent with your ancestors in the wilderness…  

9. Study My writings says The Writer, so you don’t make the mistakes they did. 

10. I’ve hidden Myself in Leviticus… try to find Me and I’ll whisper secrets in your ears once 
you do. 

11. I’ve proved My desire in Jeremiah… 

12.Listen to The Writer 
13.Curl up with Me and see what I have shown… 
14. I have shown… tears from the Flood, My correcting & guiding rod, wings that stretch up 

above showing that I’m enough. 

15.See My face in the pages of love. 
16. I wrote history so you’d know My Law. 
17. I wrote poetry so you’d feel My touch. 
18. I wrote prophecy so you’d hear My tongue. 
19. I wrote in the first century so you’d know I’ve come. 
20. And I wrote eternal truth in bright red, so you’d see the 

passion of My blood. 
21.Get to know Me says The Writer. 
22. …I formed the universe so I could get to know you… 

23.Study the curves of My form as you learn the shapes of 
My Words. 

24. Open My mouth, I want to tell you intimate things…  

25. Loosen My lips; let my white-teeth pages move free… 

26. Don’t still My tongue…  

27.Spend hours listening with your eyes as you read… 



28.Learn the tenor of My voice so when I speak you will 
KNOW that it is Me. 

29. The Writer pleads: “I am here to rescue you from the lies of what it means to study” 

30. Don’t come to the mouth of the Mighty One to: memorize, summarize, identify, or 
justify. 

31.Let Me surprise you! 
32. It’s not a place for: arguments, dogmatics, apologetics, or mathematics. 

33.Let Me – define YOU! 
34. Spend time with the Audible Divine. 

35. Contemplate, meditate, examinate, communicate…  

36.Let Me - inside of you! 
37. I’m here says The Writer. 

38.Within ancient ink there is a Living God! 
39. Stare deeply as you read My eyes… 

40. And I’ll whisper to you of OUTRAGIOUS love. 

 
 
CLOSE: 
 

This Inclusio-Arch “Gospel-Roll-up” is 
perhaps best paralleled by the Bible’s 
“garden” inclusio-arch that shares the 
Christ-centered good news from the 
Garden of Genesis, to the Garden of 

Gethsemane, to the Revelation Garden 
that will never end… 

  

See again…  The Gospel’s Christ-centered 



 

Grace & Mercy 
  Obsession & Oppression  (Want-to & Warfare) 

Light & Shining 
Wow! & Woe!  (Passion & Compassion) 

 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORSHIP:  “Christ Has Risen” (w/ David Bow 



 

Psalm 119:129-136 

 

ESV: 

PE 

129  Your testimonies are wonderful;  
therefore my soul keeps them.  

130  The unfolding of your words gives light;  
it imparts understanding to the simple.  

131  I open my mouth and pant,  
because I long for your commandments.  

132  Turn to me and be gracious to me,  
as is your way with those who love your name.  

133  Keep steady my steps according to your promise,  
and let no iniquity get dominion over me.  

134  Redeem me from man’s oppression,  
that I may keep your precepts.  

135  Make your face shine upon your servant,  
and teach me your statutes.  

136  My eyes shed streams of tears,  
because people do not keep your law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NASB: 

 פ



Pe. 

129 Your testimonies are wonderful; 
Therefore my soul observes them. 
130 The unfolding of Your words gives light; 
It gives understanding to the simple. 
131 I opened my mouth wide and panted, 
For I longed for Your commandments. 
132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
After Your manner with those who love Your name. 
133 Establish my footsteps in Your word, 
And do not let any iniquity have dominion over me. 
134 Redeem me from the oppression of man, 
That I may keep Your precepts. 
135 Make Your face shine upon Your servant, 
And teach me Your statutes. 
136 My eyes shed streams of water, 
Because they do not keep Your law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Quotes: 

 

v.129: 

When properly opened and enforced, God’s 
Word/testimonies terrify and humble, they 



convert and transform, they console and 
strengthen.  

 —George Horne. 
 

v.133 
True obedience to God is inconsistent with the 
dominion of any one lust, or corrupt affection... 
When doth sin reign, or have dominion over 
us? When we do not endeavour to mortify it, 

and to cut off the provisions that may feed 
that sin/lust 

- Thomas Manton 
 
 
 

I had rather be a prisoner to man all my life 
than be in bondage to sin one day. 

There is hope in such a man’s condition  
as long as it is so.  — Michael Bruce, 1666. 

 
 
v.135 



He whom the eternal Word condescendeth to 
teach is disengaged at once from the labyrinth 

of human opinions. 
—Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471. 

 
 

 

Thy ministers can pronounce the words, but 
cannot impart the spirit; they may entertain 
the fancy with the charms of eloquence, but if 
thou art silent they do not inflame the heart. 

 
They administer the letter, but thou openest 
the sense; they utter the mystery, but thou 

revealest its meaning; they point out the way of 
life, but thou bestowest strength to walk in it; 

they water, but thou givest the increase. 
Therefore do thou, O Lord my God, Eternal 

Truth! speak to my soul! lest, being outwardly 
warmed, but not inwardly quickened, I die, and 

be found unfruitful. 
“Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.” 



“Thou only hast the words of eternal life.” 
—Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian:  (per Webster’s 1828 Dictionary) 

 

CHRISTIAN, noun 

1. A believer in the religion of Christ. 

2. A professor of his belief in the religion of Christ. 

3. A real disciple of Christ; one who 
believes in the truth of 
the christian religion, and studies to 
follow the example, and obey the 
precepts, of Christ; a believer in 
Christ who is characterized by real 
piety. 

4. In a general sense, the word Christians includes all who are born in 
a christian country or of christian parents. 



 

CHRISTIAN, adjective [See the Noun.] 

1. Pertaining to Christ, taught by him, or received from him; as 
the christian religion; christian doctrines. 

2. Professing the religion of Christ; as a christian friend. 

3. Belonging to the religion of Christ; 
relating to Christ, or to his doctrines, 
precepts and example; 
as christian profession and practice. 

4. Pertaining to the church; ecclesiastical; as courts christian 

 

 

 

 

 

“BE-ing Blown-Away Biblically” 
Psalm 119:129 

July 10, 2022 
 

INTRO:  When was the last time you were truly blown away? 
How often are you blown away? 

What blows you away? 
 

PRAYER 
CONTEXT: 
 Series:            PERSPECTIVE  
   Scriptures:     Psalm 119 
      Saturation:      Word & Work 



 

 
 

BIG IDEA: Your perspective on God’s Word… 
impacts your working-passion (or lack thereof)  

for His will & His way(s)! 
 
 
 
PREVIEW:  We’re going to look at the CAUSE, AFFECT, 
and IMPACT of BE-ing “blown away” biblically (literally). 
 
 
TEXT:      Psalm 119:129 

Your… testimonies… are wonderful…; 
therefore…, my soul… keeps them. 

 
 
CRITICAL context:  
 

1.  “Soul” = complete personhood, ALL-in passion/identity 
 

VIDEO:  “Soul/Nephesh” 



         *  Personhood 
         *  Purposes 
         *  Pleadings 
         *  Promises 
         *  Passions 
 

2.  Hebrew structure is key & highlights the high-points… 
 

  
 
 

3.  Powerful… compound words: (ie. Daybreak; Sunrise; Breakfast; etc.)  

a. Testimonies: God’s words are His witnesses! -JDP 

A. God’s people are His witnesses… Acts 1:8 

B. Thus, God’s people witness to Him & His Word! 

b. Wonder-FULL:  The object is “FULL of wonder” 
c. There-fore:   Ask: “What is the therefore there for?” 

 
 
 

I. Wonder-full  CAUSE 
 

A. Your 
a.  Proper, powerful, & possessive pronoun! 
b.  Don’t miss His ownership & authority… 



c.  Appreciate the PERSONAL in the pronoun… 
d.  Our Creator & Christ is our Cause of Wonder! 
e.  He is our “wonderful Counselor;” therefore,  

all of His counsel is wonder-full! 

 
B. Testimonies 

a.  Context = God’s Word, Law, Mandates, etc… 
 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
ALL Scripture is God-breathed (CAUSED) and is 

useful/profitable for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may 

be complete/thoroughly-equipped for every good work. 

 
b.  Etymology = witness, evidence, truth in love! 
c.  Creator Christ’s glory story of Gospel grace! 
d.  CONFIDENCE in God’s Word: 

 
VIDEO:  “Can We Trust The Bible?”  

e.  DEFENSE of God’s Word (7 E’s of Evidence) 
 

i. EARLY testimony 
ii. EYEWITNESS testimonies 

iii. EMBARASSING testimonies 
iv. EXCRUCIATING testimonies 
v. EXPECTED testimonies 

vi. EXTRA-BIBLICAL testimonies 
vii. ETERNAL testimony 

 
 

http://biblehub.com/2_timothy/3-17.htm


The Scriptures show us what we were, 
what we are, and what we shall be. 

 

They show us the mercy and the justice of the 
Lord, the joys of heaven, and the pains of hell. 

 
- Matthew Henry 

 
 
 

BIG IDEA: Your perspective on God’s Word… 
impacts your working-passion (or lack thereof)  

for His will & His way(s)! 
 
 

 

C. Wonder-FULL 
 

The Bible itself is  
an astonishing and standing miracle. 

- J. Maclagan, 1853. 

a. “Wonderful”  =  FULL of wonder(s) 
 

b. WONDERS: 
 

i. Beyond natural or normal explanations 
 

God’s supernatural, truth, love & witness! 
 

(Gen. 1:1 & O.T. survey… then: John 1:1ff; Matt. 28:20; Heb. 1:1) 

 
 

ii. Fueling & feeding Christian passion(s) 



 

BIG IDEA: Your perspective on God’s Word… 
impacts your working-passion (or lack thereof)  

for His will & His way(s)! 
 
 

iii. AWE-causing… literally “AWE-some” 
 

1. GOD’s Word 
2. GOD’s will 
3. GOD’s ways 
4. God’s TROPHY-CASE of grace 
5. God’s REVELATION of Gospel 
6. God’s of REFLECTION of His unique glory 
7. God’s INTRODUCTION of Christ 
8. God’s ILLUMINATION of mercy 
9. God’s DICTIONARY 
10. His Absolute TRUTH… 

 
 

VIDEO:  “Absolute Truth” 
 
 

T/S: “therefore” 
 
 

A.  Consequently…   As a result of… 
B.  Because “Your testimonies are full of wonder” 
C.  The arch/passage point:  RELATIONSHIP!!! 

 
 



BIG IDEA:   Your perspective on God’s Word… 
impacts your working-passion (or lack thereof)  

for His will & His way(s)! 
 

 
5 Contrasting Perspectives: 

 

1. Wonder-FULL perspectives live & love ALL-in! 
2. Worrisome perspectives live in fear… 
3. Wishy-washy perspectives live lukewarm… 
4. Worldly perspectives live chasing the wind… 
5. Wicked perspectives live in death, awaiting wrath. 

  
 

 

II. Wonder-full  AFFECT 
 

A.  My     (PERSONAL) 
i. Everyone is personally accountable 

ii. See the personal sin, soul, and Savior! 
iii. What is your personal perspective on 

God’s Word & your personal 
responsibility? 

B.  Soul   (PASSIONATE) 
i. Your “core” 

ii. Your “center” 
iii. Your “complete self” 

 
 



Finish this sentence: 
When I put my full personhood & real passions together 

with God’s Word, it looks like: ___________ . 
 
 

(Gospel… Grace… Mercy… Repentance… Lukewarm… Hypocrisy… Sin) 
 
 
 

Note that the Psalmist’s religion was soul work; 
not with head and hand alone did he keep the 
testimonies; but his soul, his truest and most  

real self, held fast to them. - Spurgeon 
 
 

BIG IDEA:   Your perspective on God’s Word… 
impacts your working-passion (or lack thereof)  

for His will & His way(s)! 
 
 

C.  Keeps them (PROOF)   cf. John 14:15 
 

***  “keeps” is defined:  “to guard with fidelity; to obey” 
 

Your fruit reveals the root of your affections & passions! - JDP 

When we keep/obey God’s “wonder-filled” Word, we will 
BE His witnesses that impact the world  

in a wonder-FULL way… - JDP 
(but if we don’t… we won’t) 

 
 



 
 

III. Wonder-full  IMPACT 
A.      For what?     The glory of God & salvation of souls! 

B.      So what?        Heaven & hell… God’s rewards/wrath 

C.      Now what? 
a. BE & exemplify the 5 Great C’s 

i. Commandments 
ii. Commission 

iii. Combat 
iv. Christian 
v. Church  

b. John 20:21  (The “7 I’s”) 
i. Initiate 

ii. Invest 
iii. Invite 
iv. Inform 
v. Inspect 

vi. Inspire 
vii. Impact! 

c.  Ephesians 6:10ff 
d.  Matthew 28:18-20   (Luke 10:6 & 2 Tim. 2:1-6) 

e.  Acts 1:8  &  Mark 16:15 
f.  John 3:36  &  Titus 2:15 

 
“Guarding with fidelity” & obeying with 

perseverance calls for, and relies upon, personal 



passion – passion born out of a supernatural sense 
of worshipping-wonder & biblical-AWE. - JDP 

 
 

VIDEO:  “AWE – per Paul Tripp” 
 

The Scripture is the library of the Holy Ghost! 
- Thomas Watson 

 
 

BIG IDEA:   Your perspective on God’s Word… 
impacts your working-passion (or lack thereof)  

for His will & His way(s)! 
 
 

1. God’s AUTHORITY 
2. It’s God’s GUARDRAILS… His LAMP & LIGHT 
3. LOVING instruction & Christianity’s CURRICULUM 
4. The world’s REFINING standard 
5. A Messianic MIRROR & TEACHER 
6. The Holy Spirit’s CONVICTING chisel 
7. Every soul’s TREASURE map 
8. Our MISSIONAL measuring-stick 
9. Nothing short of a Divine-DIARY 
10. Creation’s-EXPLANATION  
11. Humanity’s EXASPERATION 
12. A call for SURRENDER & the rebel’s-WHITE-FLAG 
13. It points to the pathway of RESTORATION 



14. It insists upon miraculous REPENTANCE 
15. Distinguishes between sheep/goats - wheat/weeds 
16. It contrasts the NARROW & BROAD ways… 
17. It celebrates blood-bought FORGIVENESS 
18. It requires Exclusive EXALTATION 
19. It’s the original HISTORY & SCIENCE book 
20. It houses our FAMILY tree & portrait 
21. It’s a Spy DECODER and a LIE Detector 
22. It’s our SUPERNATURAL manifesto 
23. It’s Guaranteed PROPHECY 
24. It’s a Beautiful ROCK Garden 
25. It offers Unequalled ENCOURAGEMENT 
26. It’s an unwavering EXHORTATION 
27. To the lost… it’s a Frightful WARNING  
28. To all… it’s a Call to WORSHIP  
29. An Eternally-Strategic BLUEPRINT 
30. A Comprehensive DIAGNOSTIC tool 
31. God’s PRESCRIPTION for soul-cancer 
32. A MEGAPHONE from heaven 
33. A Future-seeing TELESCOPE & Faith-dissecting MICROSCOPE 

34. Soothing OINTMENT & Gentle-Breeze 
35. An Account of COVENANTS 
36. A Masterpiece of MIRACLES 
37. Frustrating PARADOX to haters…& CONUNDRUM to corrupters 

38. It’s ALIVE & Active… Sharp 2-edged SWORD 
39. It’s a Declaration of WAR 
40. It’s our BATTLE-Cry describer & BULLSEYE definer 

 
REVIEW: 



We’ve seen the Wonder-FULL cause, affect, & impact 
of God’s Word, will, & ways! 

 
 
CLOSE: 
 

“Take away the Word, and you 
deprive us of the sun!”     - Luther 

 
 

BIG IDEA:   Your perspective on God’s Word… 
impacts your working-passion (or lack thereof)  

for His will & His way(s)! 
 
 
The degree to which you live in AWE of God’s Word… 

is the degree to which you will live AWESOMELY  
in this world! - JDP 

 
 
 
 

Let’s PRAY 
 
WORSHIP:        “Speak Lord, I’m Listening”   /   “Build A Boat”   /    “Fill My Cup” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

*** Etymology of “Com-Passion” 

 

com-  

 
word-forming element usually meaning "with, together," from Latin com, archaic form of classical 
Latin cum "together, together with, in combination," from PIE *kom- "beside, near, by, with" 
(compare Old English ge-, German ge-). The prefix in Latin sometimes was used as an intensive. 

Before vowels and aspirates, it is reduced to co-; before -g-, it is assimilated to cog- or con-; before -
l-, assimilated to col-; before -r-, assimilated to cor-; before -c-, -d-, -j-, -n-, -q-, -s-, -t-, and -v-, it is 
assimilated to con-, which was so frequent that it often was used as the normal form. 

passion (n.) 

https://www.etymonline.com/word/com-#etymonline_v_15853
https://www.etymonline.com/word/co-?ref=etymonline_crossreference
https://www.etymonline.com/word/passion#etymonline_v_7291
https://www.etymonline.com/word/com-#etymonline_v_15853


 
c. 1200, "the sufferings of Christ on the Cross; the death of Christ," from Old 
French passion "Christ's passion, physical suffering" (10c.), from Late 
Latin passionem (nominative passio) "suffering, enduring," from past-participle stem of 
Latin pati "to endure, undergo, experience," a word of uncertain origin. The notion is "that which 
must be endured." 

 

 

 

 

THUS:   

Compassion is an intensive, Christ-like,  

https://www.etymonline.com/word/passion#etymonline_v_7291


“passion of with-ness”     - JDP 

 

 

 

 

 

*** Etymology of “For-Give” 

 

forgive (v.) 
Old English forgiefan "give, grant, allow; remit (a debt), pardon (an offense)," also "give up" and 
"give in marriage" (past tense forgeaf, past participle forgifen); from for-, here probably 
"completely," + giefan "to give" (from PIE root *ghabh- "to give or receive"). 

The sense of "to give up desire or power to punish" (late Old English) is from use of such a compound 
as a Germanic loan-translation of Vulgar Latin *perdonare (Old Saxon fargeban, Dutch vergeven, 
German vergeben "to forgive," Gothic fragiban "to grant;" and see pardon (n.)). 
Related: Forgave; forgiven; forgiving. 

 
Entries linking to forgive 
 

for-  
prefix usually meaning "away, opposite, completely," from Old English for-, indicating loss or 
destruction, but in other cases completion, and used as well with intensive or pejorative force, from 
Proto-Germanic *fur "before, in" (source also of Old Norse for-, Swedish för-, Dutch ver-, Old High 
German fir-, German ver-); from PIE *pr-, from root *per- (1) "forward," hence "in front of, before, 
toward, near, against." 
 
In verbs the prefix denotes (a) intensive or completive action or process, or (b) action that 
miscarries, turns out for the worse, results in failure, or produces adverse or opposite results. In 
many verbs the prefix exhibits both meanings, and the verbs frequently have secondary and 
figurative meanings or are synonymous with the simplex. [Middle English Compendium] 

Probably originally in Germanic with a sense of "forward, forth," but it spun out complex sense 
developments in the historical languages. Disused as a word-forming element in Modern English. 
Ultimately from the same root as fore (adv.). From its use in participles it came to be an intensive 
prefix of adjectives in Middle English (for example Chaucer's forblak "exceedingly black"), but all 
these now seem to be obsolete. 

 
The root is the Latin "perdonare" (to give completely), which was literally adopted by Old 
German and later by Old English where ""per" became "for" with the meaning of 
completely: 

• The root of “forgive” is the Latin word “perdonare,” meaning “to give 
completely, without reservation.” (That “perdonare” is also the source of 
our English “pardon.”) 

• When the Latin “perdonare” was adopted into the Germanic ancestor of 
English, it was translated piece-by-piece, making the result what linguists 

https://www.etymonline.com/word/for-?ref=etymonline_crossreference
https://www.etymonline.com/word/*ghabh-?ref=etymonline_crossreference
https://www.etymonline.com/word/pardon?ref=etymonline_crossreference#etymonline_v_7206
https://www.etymonline.com/word/forgiving?ref=etymonline_crossreference
https://www.etymonline.com/word/for-#etymonline_v_40739
https://www.etymonline.com/word/*per-?ref=etymonline_crossreference#etymonline_v_52721
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/med/
https://www.etymonline.com/word/fore?ref=etymonline_crossreference


call a “calque” (from the French “calquer,” to trace or copy) a literal 
transliteration. “Per” was replaced by “for,” a prefix that in this case 
means “thoroughly,” and “donare” with “giefan” (“to give”). 

• The result, “forgiefan,” appeared in Old English meaning “to give up, 
allow” as well as “to give in marriage.” In modern English, “forgive” has 
also taken on the meanings of “to pardon for an offense,” “renounce anger 
at” (“I forgive you for feeding bean tacos to my dog “) and “to abandon a 
claim on” (as in “forgive a debt”). 

 

 

THUS: 

 For = complete/thoroughly 

 Give = grant/pardon 

 

 Forgive = complete pardon granted (as far as the East is from the West… I will remember 

them no more… new creation: the old is gone & the new has come. 

  

 NOTE: partial is anything less than complete (ie. 99% complete is 100% incomplete) 

  

 NOTE:  partial pardon parallels rationalizing & compromising balance vs. complete 

pardon’s truth, love, & faithful obedience 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus WEPT:  [Jn. 11:35; Lk. 19:41; Hebrews 4:15 & 5:7-9] 

 - Isaiah 53:5 (cf. Galatians 6:2 & Matt. 13:34-35 “love one another”) 

 

 

“Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning” (Psalm 30:5). And 

when that morning comes, “death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 

crying, nor pain anymore” (Revelation 21:4). 
 

 

  

How many times did Jesus cry (weep)? 
By: Steve Shirley 

     A: There are three places where Jesus is shown to have cried or wept. All three 

of these were near the end of His time on earth. Following are the verses that 

show when he did this. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2030.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2021.4
https://jesusalive.cc/about.htm


#1. (Lk 19:41-42) Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem as He approached it. 
#2. (Jn 11:35) “Jesus wept” just before raising Lazarus from the dead. 

#3. (Heb 5:7) says that Jesus, “offered up prayers and supplications with strong 
crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death.” This points to 

when Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mt 26:38-46)(Lk 22:44-45). 
     It is interesting to note that two different Greek words are used for “wept” in 
(Lk 19:41) and (Jn 11:35). The Greek word used for “wept” in Luke is “klaio,” 

which means to “wail aloud,” while the Greek word used in John is “dakruo,” 
which means “to cry silently” – Strong’s. 

     I find it likely that Jesus wept more times than this, but this is all that the Bible 

records. 

 

 

 

 

 

I asked the Lord to give me love -  
His love for souls in sin; 

Instead He gave me weeping eyes, 
A broken heart within. 

  
I asked Him why He gave me tears, 

He took me back in time 
To when my Savior lived on earth, 

When He was in His prime. 
  

I saw Him go to where His friend 
Was lying in a grave; 

The sisters and their friends were grieved - 
What love to them He gave. 

  
You see my Savior standing there 

Was also grieved that day, 
He wept great heaving tears with sobs 

Till those who saw could say: 
  

"Behold we see now how He loved." 

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%2019.41-42
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2011.35
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Heb%205.7
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2026.38-46
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%2022.44-45
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%2019.41
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2011.35


His tears revealed His heart 
His love was evident through tears - 

I saw God's point in part. 
  

And then He took me to the day  
The people hailed their King 

While Jesus enters to their cheers 
The children run and sing. 

  
But when He saw Jerusalem 
Stretched out before His eye, 

His soul was moved with grief for them; 
It moved His heart to cry. 

  
Oh, as I read those solemn words 

I feel that they are sweet 
For in them I behold His love 

So perfect and complete. 
  

To one more place He took me now, 
At midnight I beheld 

The Son of God bowed down with grief 
In deepest sorrow held. 

  
I heard His weeping, strong and deep, 

But through it I discerned 
He prayed for me - it melted me, 

His love for me I learned. 
  

With tearful joy I thanked the Lord 
For answering my prayer, 

For giving me His love for souls - 
His tears, His heart, His care. 

-Christina Joy Hommes 

 



 

Jesus wept - why did Jesus weep? 
 

Two passages in the Gospels and one in the Epistles (Hebrews 5:7) teach that Jesus 

wept. In the Gospels our Lord wept as He looked on man’s misery, and both instances 

demonstrate our Lord’s (loving) human nature, His compassion for people, and the life 

He offers to those who believe. When Jesus wept, He showed all these things. 

 

John 11:1–45 concerns the death and resurrection of Lazarus, the brother of Mary and 

Martha and a friend of our Lord. Jesus wept (John 11:35) when He gathered with the 

sisters and others mourning Lazarus’s death. Jesus did not weep over the death itself 

since He knew Lazarus would soon be raised and ultimately spend eternity with Him in 

heaven. Yet He could not help but weep when confronted with the wailing and sobbing 

of Mary, Martha, and the other mourners (John 11:33). The original language indicates 

that our Lord wept “silent tears” or tears of compassion for His friends (Romans 12:15). 

 

If Jesus had been present when Lazarus was dying, His compassion would have caused 

Him to heal His friend (John 11:14–15). But preventing a death might be considered by 

some to be a chance circumstance or just a “minor” miracle, and this was not a time for 

any doubt. So Lazarus spent four days in death’s grave before Jesus publicly called him 

back to life. The Father wanted these witnesses to know that Jesus was the Son of God, 

that Jesus was sent by God, and that Jesus and the Father had the same will in 

everything (John 11:4, 40–42). Only the one true God could have performed such an 

awesome and breathtaking miracle, and through this miracle the Father and the Son 

were glorified, and many believed (John 11:4, 45). 

 

In Luke 19:41–44 the Lord is taking His last trip to Jerusalem shortly before He was 

crucified at the insistence of His own people, the people He came to save. Earlier, the 

Lord had said, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 

sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen gathers 

her brood under her wings, and you would not have it” (Luke 13:34). As our Lord 

approached Jerusalem and thought of all those lost souls, “He saw the city and wept 

over it” (Luke 19:41). Here, wept is the same word used to describe the weeping of Mary 

and the others in John 11:33, so we know that Jesus cried aloud in anguish over the 

future of the city. That future was less than 40 years distant; in AD 70 more than 

1,000,000 residents of Jerusalem died in one of the most gruesome sieges in recorded 

history. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%205.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.1%E2%80%9345
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.35
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.14%E2%80%9315
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.40%E2%80%9342
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.45
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2019.41%E2%80%9344
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2013.34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2019.41
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.33
https://printer.gotquestions.net/GeneratePF?articleId=2394


Our Lord wept differently in these two instances because the eternal outcomes were 

entirely different. Martha, Mary, and Lazarus had eternal life because they believed in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, but most in Jerusalem did not believe and therefore did not have 

life. The same is true today: “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life; he who 

believes in Me will live even if he dies’” (John 11:25). 

FOR FURTHER STUDY  

God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ by Stephen Wellum 

 
NOTE:  Jesus wept with 2 different types of tears… so should we! – JDP 

 

NOTE:  Our perspective in the church would should be the same as Jesus before Jerusalem… 

notwithstanding the verbal cheers, our Lord knew there were heart-jeers behind those heard 

cheers.  Tragically, the lukewarm and loveless church-goers of our day are no different. – JDP 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 29, 2011 

Why Jesus Wept 
Article by  

Jon Bloom 

Staff writer, desiringGod.org 

 

The shortest verse in the Bible is John 11:35: “Jesus wept.” But for all its grammatical 

simplicity, it’s packed with unfathomable complexity. 

Jesus wept after speaking with Lazarus’s grieving sisters, Martha and Mary, and seeing 

all the mourners. That seems natural enough. Except that Jesus had come to Bethany to 

raise Lazarus from the dead. He knew that in a few short minutes all this weeping would 

turn to astonished joy, and then tearful laughter, and then worship. 

So, one would think that Jesus would be a confident, joyful calm in that storm of sorrow. 

But he was “greatly troubled” (John 11:33), and he wept. Why? 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.25
https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&p=1011693&item_no=346473
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.35
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.33


1. Compassion for Suffering 

One reason is simply the deep compassion that Jesus felt for those who were suffering. It 

is true that Jesus let Lazarus die. He delayed coming, and he did not speak healing from a 

distance like he did for the centurion’s servant (Matthew 8:13). His reasons were good 

and merciful and glorious. But this did not mean Jesus took the suffering it caused 

lightly. “For he does not afflict from his heart or grieve the children of men” 

(Lamentations 3:33). 

Even though Jesus always chooses what will ultimately bring his Father the most glory 

(John 11:4) — and sometimes, as in Lazarus’s case, it requires affliction and grief — he 

does not take delight in the affliction and grief itself. No, Jesus is sympathetic ( Hebrews 

4:15). And as “the image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15), in Jesus at the tomb of 

Lazarus we get a glimpse of how the Father feels over the affliction and grief his children 

experience. 

2. The Calamity of Sin 

“Jesus’s tears give us a glimpse of how the Father 

feels over the grief of his children.” 
Jesus also wept over the calamity of sin. As God the Son who had come into the world to 

destroy the devil’s works (1 John 3:8), Jesus was about to deliver death its deathblow (1 

Corinthians 15:26). But sin grieves God deeply, and so do the wages of sin: death 

(Romans 6:23). And ever since the fall of Adam and Eve, he had endured sin’s horrific 

destruction. Death had consumed almost every human being he had created (all except 

Elijah and Enoch). It had taken Lazarus, and it would take him again before it was all 

over. Tears of anger and longing were mixed with Jesus’s tears of grief. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%208.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lam%203.33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%204.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%204.15
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3. The Cost of Redemption 

A third reason for weeping was the cost that he was about to pay to purchase not only 

Lazarus’s short-term resurrection, but his everlasting life. The cross was just days away, 

and no one really knew the inner distress Jesus was experiencing (Luke 12:50). 

Lazarus’s resurrection would look and be experienced by Lazarus and everyone else as a 

gift of grace. But, oh, it was not free. Jesus was going to die a horrific death to purchase it.  

And the most horrific part was not crucifixion, as unimaginable as that alone would have 

been. He was dreading his Father’s wrath. Jesus, who had never known sin, was about to 

become Lazarus’s sin, and the sin of all who had or would believe in him, so that in him 

they would all become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21). He was looking to 

the joy that was set before him (Hebrews 12:2). But the reality of what lay between was 

weighing heavily. 

4. The Cause of His Own Death 

A fourth possible reason for Jesus’s tears was that he knew that raising Lazarus would 

actually cause the religious leaders to finally take action to put him to death (John 

11:45–53). In this account, most of us probably marvel at Jesus’s incredible trust that his 

Father would answer him. We have such little faith. If Jesus had any struggle that day, it 

would not have been whether his Father would answer, but what would result when his 

Father answered. Calling Lazarus out of the tomb would have taken a different kind of 

resolve for Jesus than we might have imagined. Giving Lazarus life was sealing Jesus’s 

own death. 

“Giving Lazarus life sealed Jesus’s own death.” 
Just these few reasons for Jesus’s weeping at Lazarus’s tomb give us a glimpse into how 

God views our suffering and death. His reasons for not sparing us these things are 

righteous and glorious. But in them he is full of compassion (Psalm 103:13). He hates the 

calamity sin brings, and he himself has suffered more than we will ever know in order to 

pay the full cost of our eternal redemption. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2012.50
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%205.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2012.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.45%E2%80%9353
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.45%E2%80%9353
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“Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning” (Psalm 30:5). And 

when that morning comes, “death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 

crying, nor pain anymore” (Revelation 21:4). 
Jon Bloom (@Bloom_Jon) serves as teacher and cofounder of Desiring God. He is author of three 

books, Not by Sight, Things Not Seen, and Don’t Follow Your Heart. He and his wife have five 

children and make their home in the Twin Cities. 

 

 

 
 
 

Every Item Restored 

Publication Information: “Flight 1549 passengers get baggage back after Hudson splash down,” by Marilyn Adams, 
USA Today, as posted on ABC News, May 19, 2009, 7:21 PM, retrieved 7/1/22 

ILLUSTRATION 

Who could possibly forget the Miracle on the Hudson — the heart pounding story of 2009’s US 

Airways Flight 1549. Just after take off, on route from New York City's LaGuardia Airport to 

Charlotte, North Carolina, the aircraft was struck by a flock of birds which were sucked into its 

engines, causing the plane to lose all power. To avoid crashing, pilots  Chesley "Sully" Sullenberger 

and Jeffrey Skiles were left to literally glide the plane to a belly landing on the Hudson River just off 

the coastline of Midtown Manhattan. Because of their cool heads, quick thinking, and incomparable 

skill, not one life was lost. All were rescued before the aircraft, already filling with water, sank to the 

bottom of the Hudson. 

And who could possibly forget that iconic scene of those 155 souls on board, who climbed out of the 

fuselage of that plane, into the frigid cold of a NY winter, and onto the wings of the plane to await 

rescue. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2030.5
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https://www.desiringgod.org/authors/jon-bloom
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There was no time to consider handbags or baggage, briefcases or cell phones, or even coats and 

hats. All had to be left behind in the mad dash to exit before the plane would be claimed by the icy 

waters of the Hudson. 

“My coat! My purse!” thought passenger Karin Hill as she stepped out into the frigid air. She had no 

choice but to leave them back at her seat ,18E, never expecting to see them again. 

Yet somehow, all those personal items have been returned to their rightful owners — fully cleaned 

up and restored, as if they’d never been lost in the first place. 

ABC News reports: 

After the accident, US Airways called Global-BMS, a Fort Worth-based company that specializes in 

disaster recoveries. When the jet was hauled out of the Hudson and placed on a barge for inspection 

by accident investigators, Global official Mark Rocco was there, walking the cabin to tag and remove 

personal items to return them. …  

"It looked like it had been in a dirty carwash," recalls Rocco. "A lot of the overhead bins were still 

closed, and a lot of things were still stored under the seats. I saw a wallet on the floor and wondered 

why it hadn't floated out of the plane." 

Everything was soaked and smelled of jet fuel. But every item the Global workers found was tagged 

with a unique tracking number, bagged and placed on a refrigerated truck bound for a Texas 

warehouse. 

"Freezing puts things into suspended animation," Rocco says. 



Back in Texas, Global began defrosting, cleaning and restoring everything it could — including 

everything inside carry-ons and suitcases — and figuring out who owned what.  

While many items couldn’t be fully restored (e.g., many of the computer hard drives, cell phones, 

shrunken clothing, and the like), most items were meticulously spit shined, dry cleaned, 

reconstructed, and refurbished to at-or-near original condition. 

Finally, many months later, Maryann Bruce, an executive from Charlotte, NC, got a visit from 

Deborah Thompson, US Airways' director of emergency response, who personally delivered back to 

her possession her briefcase, purse, mink coat, and a carry-on suitcase with all its contents, 

including a large diamond ring given to her by her husband for their 25th wedding anniversary. 

Included in the stash of returned items was even her boarding pass for seat 5D. ”I plan on framing 

that," she says. 

APPLICATION 

One really has to admire the commitment and perseverance of the US Airways disaster teams 

determination to restore, renew, and return to their owners every last piece of their lost possessions. 

The attempts were heroic, if not perfect. 

There is coming a day, however, when One far more committed, far more determined, far more 

capable, will restore and renew ALL things. In that day, nothing will be mourned as loss. Nothing 

will ever again suffer corruption or decay. All loss will be satisfied. All creation will be 

redeemed. ALL will be new! 

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall not be remembered 

or come into mind” (Isaiah 65:17, ESV). 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 

and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, 

and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 

death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 

things have passed away.’ And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all 

things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true’ ” (Revelation 

21:1-5, ESV). 

“But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which 

righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13, ESV). 



  

Study / Research Notes: 
 
 

In biblical studies, inclusio is a literary device based on a 
concentric principle, also known as bracketing or 
an envelope structure, which consists of creating a frame 
by placing similar material at the beginning and end of a 
section, although whether this material should consist of a 
word or a phrase, or whether greater amounts of text also 
qualify, and of what length the frames section should be, 
are matters of some debate. Inclusio is found in various 
sources, both antique and new. The purpose of an inclusio 
may be structural - to alert the reader to a particularly 
important theme - or it may serve to show how the 
material within the inclusio relates to the inclusio itself. An 
important case of this occurs in the Gospel of Mark's 
treatment of the "Cursing of the Fig Tree" and the 
"Cleansing of the Temple" (Chapter 11). By giving the first 
half of the story before the Cleansing of the Temple, and 
the conclusion after, Mark creates a "frame" that 
effectively highlights that he wants the Cleansing of the 
Temple to be seen in light of the Cursing of the Fig Tree - 
i.e. Jesus' actions in the Temple are not just a reform 
measure, but a judgment against it. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literary_device


In the Hebrew Bible (the Old Testament)[edit] 

While this may not be evident to many of the Bible's 
modern day readers, the Hebrew Bible is full of literary 
devices, some of which, having fallen out of favor over the 
years, are lost on most modern readers. Inclusio, of which 
many instances can be found in the Bible, is one of these, 
although many instances of its usage are not apparent to 
those reading translations of the Bible rather than 
the Hebrew source. 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

“Thy testimonies are wonderful.”  
Full of wonderful revelations, commands and promises. Wonderful in their nature, as being free 
from all error, and bearing within themselves overwhelming self-evidence of their truth; 
wonderful in their effects as instructing, elevating, strengthening, and comforting the soul. 

Jesus the eternal Word is called Wonderful, and all the 
uttered words of God are wonderful in their degree.  

 

Those who know them best wonder at them most. 
 
It is wonderful that God should have borne testimony at all to sinful men, and more wonderful 
still that his testimony should be of such a character, so clear, so full, so gracious, so mighty.  
 

“Therefore doth my soul keep them.”  
Their wonderful character so impressed itself upon his mind that he kept them in his memory: 

their wonderful excellence so charmed his heart that he kept 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Inclusio&action=edit&section=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language


them in his life. Some men wonder at the words of God, and use them for their 

speculation; but David was always practical, and the more he wondered the more he obeyed.  
 

Note that his religion was soul 
work; not with head and hand 

alone did he keep the testimonies; 
but his soul, his truest and most 

real self, held fast to them. 
 

 

130. “The entrance of thy words giveth light.”  

No sooner do they gain admission into the soul than they 
enlighten it: what light may be expected from their prolonged 
indwelling! Their very entrance floods the mind with 
instruction, for they are so full, so clear; but, on the other hand, 
there must be such an “entrance,” or there will be no 
illumination.  

 

The mere hearing of the word with the 
external ear is of small value by itself, but 

when the words of God enter into the 
chambers of the heart then light is 

scattered on all sides. 
 

 



The word finds no entrance into some 
minds because they are blocked up with 
self-conceit, or prejudice, or 
indifference; but where due attention is given, divine illumination must surely 

follow upon knowledge of the mind of God.  
 

Oh, that thy words, like the beams of the 
sun, may enter through the window of 

my understanding, and dispel the 
darkness of my mind! 

 
“It giveth understanding unto the simple.”  

The sincere and candid are the true disciples of the 
word. To such it gives not only knowledge,  

but understanding. 
 
These simple-hearted ones are frequently despised, and their simplicity has another meaning 
infused into it, so as to be made the theme of ridicule; but what matters it? Those whom the 
world dubs as fools are among the truly wise if they are taught of God. What a divine power 
rests in the word of God, since it not only bestows light, but gives that very mental eye by which 
the light is received—“It giveth understanding.” Hence the value of the words of God to the 
simple, who cannot receive mysterious truth unless their minds are aided to see it and 
prepared to grasp it. 
 
 
 
 

131. “I opened my mouth, and panted.”  

 



So animated was his desire that he looked into 
the animal world to find a picture of it. 

 

He was filled with an intense longing, and was not 
ashamed to describe it by a most expressive, 

natural, and yet singular symbol. 
 
Like a stag that has been hunted in the chase, and is hard pressed, and therefore pants for 

breath, so did the Psalmist pant for the entrance of God’s 
word into his soul.  
 

Nothing else could content him.  
All that the world could yield him left him  

still panting with open mouth. 
 
 
 

“For I longed for thy commandments.”  

Longed to know them, longed to 
obey them, longed to be conformed 
to their spirit, longed to teach them 
to others. He was a servant of God, 
and his industrious mind longed to 
receive orders; he was a learner in 



the school of grace, and his eager 
spirit longed to be taught  

of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 

132. “Look thou upon me.”  

A godly man cannot long be without prayer.  
 

During the previous verses he had been 
expressing his love to God’s word, but 

here he is upon his knees again. 
 
This prayer is specially short, but exceedingly sententious, “Look thou upon me.” While he 
stood with open mouth panting for the commandments, he besought the Lord to look upon 
him, and let his condition and his unexpressed longings plead for him. He desires to be known 
of God, and daily observed by him.  

He wishes also to be favored  
with the divine smile… 

 which is included in that word—“look.” If a look from us to God has saving efficacy in it, what 
may we not expect from a look from God to us.  
 
 

“And be merciful unto me.”  
Christ’s look at Peter was a look of mercy, and all the looks of the heavenly Father are of the 

same kind. If he looked in stern justice his eyes would not endure us, but looking in 
mercy he spares and blesses us.  

 



 

If God looks and sees us panting, he will not 
fail to be merciful to us. 

 
 

 
“As thou usest to do unto those that love thy name.”  

Look on me as thou lookest on those who love thee; be merciful to me as thou art accustomed 
to be towards those who truly serve thee. There is a use and wont which God observes towards 
them that love him, and David craved that he might experience it. He would not have the Lord 
deal better or worse with him than he was accustomed to deal with his saints—worse would 

not save him, better could not be. In effect he prays, “I am thy 
servant; treat me as thou treatest thy servants. I am thy 
child; deal with me as with a son.” Especially is it clear from the context 

that he desired such an entering in of the word, and such a clear understanding of it as God 
usually gives to his own, according to the promise,  
 

“All thy children shall be taught of the Lord.” 
Reader, do you love the name of the Lord? Is his character most honourable in your sight? most 
dear to your heart?  
 

This is a sure mark of grace, for no soul ever loved the Lord except as 
the result of love received from the Lord himself. 
 
 
 

133. “Order my steps in thy word.”  

This is one of the Lord’s customary mercies to his chosen,—“He keepeth the feet of his saints.” 
By his grace he enables us to put our feet step by step in the very place which his word ordains. 
 



This prayer seeks a very choice 
favor, namely, that every 

distinct act, every step, might 
be arranged and governed  

by the will of God. 
 
  

This does not stop short of perfect holiness, 
neither will the believer’s desires be 

satisfied with anything beneath  
that blessed consummation. 

 
 

 
“And let not any iniquity have dominion over me.”  

 

This is the negative side of the blessing.  
 
 

We ask to do all that is right, 
and to fall under the power 

of nothing that is wrong. 



 
 

God is our sovereign, and we would have every thought in subjection to his sway. 

Believers have no choice… they pant for 
perfect liberty from the power of evil, 
and being conscious that they cannot 

obtain it of themselves, they cry  
unto God for it. 

 
 
 

134. “Deliver me from the oppression of man.”  

David had tasted all the bitterness of this great evil. It had made him an exile from his country, 
and banished him from the sanctuary of the Lord: therefore he pleads to be saved from it. It is 
said that oppression makes a wise man mad, and no doubt it has made many a righteous man 

sinful. Oppression is in itself wicked, and it drives men 
to wickedness. We little know how much of our virtue is due to our liberty; if we 

had been in bonds under haughty tyrants we might have yielded to them, and instead of being 
confessors we might now have been apostates.  
 

He who taught us to pray,  
“Lead us not into temptation,”  

will sanction this prayer, which 
is of much the same tenor, since 
to be oppressed is to be tempted. 
 
 



 

“So will I keep thy statutes.”  
When the stress of oppression was taken off he would go his own way, and that way would be 
the way of the Lord. Although we ought not to yield to the threatenings of men, yet many do 
so; the wife is sometimes compelled by the oppression of her husband to act against her 
conscience: children and servants, and even whole nations have been brought into the same 
difficulty. Their sins will be largely laid at the oppressor’s door, and it usually pleases God ere 
long to overthrow those powers and dominions which compel men to do evil. The worst of it is 
that some persons, when the pressure is taken off from them, follow after unrighteousness of 
their own accord. These give evidence of being sinners in grain. As for the righteous, it happens 
to them as it did to the apostles of old, “Being let go, they went to their own company.”  
 

When saints are freed from the tyrant they 
joyfully pay homage to their king. 

 
 
 
 

135. “Make thy face to shine upon thy servant.”  
Oppressors frown, but do thou smile. They darken my life, but do thou shine upon me, and all 
will be bright.  
 

The Psalmist again declares that he is God’s 
servant, and he seeks for no favor from others, 

but only from his own Lord and Master. 
 
 

“And teach me thy statutes.”  

This is the favor which he considers 
to be the shining of the face of God 
upon him. If the Lord will be exceeding 

gracious, and make him his favorite, he will ask 



no higher blessing than still to be taught the 
royal statutes.  

 

See how he craves after holiness; this is 
the choicest of all gems in his esteem. 

 
As we say among men that a good education is a great fortune, so…  
 

To be taught of the Lord is  
a gift of special grace. 

 

 
The most favored believer needs teaching; even when he 
walks in the light of God’s countenance he has still to be 
taught the divine statutes or he will transgress. 
 
 
 

136. “Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because they 
keep not thy law.”  

He wept in sympathy with God 
to see the holy law despised and broken. 

 
 

He wept in pity for men who were thus 
drawing down upon themselves  

the fiery wrath of God. 
 
 



His grief was such that he could scarcely give it vent;  

 

his tears were not mere 
drops of sorrow,  

but flowing torrents of woe. 
 
 
 

In this he became like the Lord 
Jesus who beheld the city,  

and wept over it; 
 

and like unto Jehovah himself, who hath no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, but that he 
turn unto him and live. 

The experience of this verse 
indicates a great advance 

upon anything we have had 
before: the Psalm and the 

Psalmist are both growing. 



That man is a ripe 
believer who sorrows 
because of the sins of 

others. 
 
 

In verse 120 his flesh trembled at 
the presence of God, and here it 
seems to melt and flow away in 

floods of tears. 
 

None are so affected by heavenly 
things as those who are much in 

the study of the word, and are 
thereby taught the truth and 

essence of things. Carnal men are 



afraid of brute force, and weep 
over losses and crosses; but 

spiritual men feel a holy fear of the 
Lord himself, and most of all 

lament when they see dishonor 
cast upon his holy name 

 
“Lord, let me weep for nought but sin, 

And after none but thee, 
And then I would, O that I might! 

A constant weeper be.” 
 
 

 
Notes On Verses 129–136 
 
All the verses of this section begin with the seventeenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet; but 
each verse with a different word.—William S. Plumer. 
 
This seventeenth letter is the letter P. The section is precious, practical, profitable, powerful: 
peculiarly so.—C. H. S. 
 
Verse 129.—“Thy testimonies are wonderful.”  

The Scriptures are “wonderful,” with respect to 
the matter which they contain, the manner in 
which they are written, and the effects which 
they produce.  



 
They contain the sublimest spiritual truths, veiled under external ceremonies and sacraments, 
figurative descriptions, typical histories, parables, similitudes, etc.  
 

When properly opened and enforced, 
they terrify and humble, they convert 

and transform, they console  
and strengthen. 

 
Who but must delight to study and to “observe” these “testimonies” of the will and the 
wisdom, the love and the power of God Most High! While we have these holy writings, let us 
not waste our time, mis-employ our thoughts, and prostitute our admiration, by doating on 
human follies, and wondering at human trifles.—George Horne. 
 
 

Verse 129.—“Thy testimonies are wonderful.” God’s testimonies are 
“wonderful” (1) in their majesty and composure, which 

striketh reverence into the hearts of those that consider; the Scripture speaketh to us at a God-

like rate. (2) It is “wonderful” for the matter and depth of 
mystery, which cannot be found elsewhere, concerning God, and Christ, the creation of 

the world, the souls of men, and their immortal and everlasting condition, the fall of man, etc. 

(3) It is “wonderful” for purity and perfection. The Decalogue in 

ten words compriseth the whole duty of man, and reacheth to the very soul, and all the 

motions of the heart. (4) It is “wonderful” for the harmony and 
consent of all the parts. All religion is of a piece, and one part doth not 

interfere with another, but conspireth to promote the great end, of subjection of the creature 

to God. (5) It is “wonderful” for the power of it. There is a mighty 

power which goeth along with the word of God, and astonisheth the hearts of those that 
consider it and feel it. 1 Thess. 1:5.—Thomas Manton. 
 
 
Verse 129.—“Thy testimonies are wonderful.”  
 



The Bible itself is  
an astonishing and standing miracle. 
 
Written fragment by fragment, through the course of fifteen centuries, under different states of 
society, and in different languages, by persons of the most opposite tempers, talents, and 
conditions, learned and unlearned, prince and peasant, bond and free; cast into every form of 
instructive composition and good writing; history, prophecy, poetry, allegory, emblematic 
representation, judicious interpretation, literal statement, precept, example, proverbs, 
disquisition, epistle, sermon, prayer—in short, all rational shapes of human discourse, and 
treating, moreover, on subjects not obvious, but most difficult; its authors are not found like 
other men, contradicting one another upon the most ordinary matters of fact and opinion, but 
are at harmony upon the whole of their sublime and momentous scheme.—J. Maclagan, 1853. 
 
 
Verse 129.—Highly prize the Scriptures, or you will not obey them. David said, “therefore doth 
my soul keep them”; and why was this, but that he counted them to be wonderful? Can he 

make a proficiency in any art, who doth slight and deprecate it? Prize this book of 
God above all other books.  

 

St. Gregory calls the Bible  

“the heart and soul of God.” 
 
The rabbins say, that there is a mountain of sense hangs upon every apex and tittle of Scripture. 

“The law of the Lord is perfect” (Ps. 19:7). The Scripture is the library 

of the Holy Ghost; it is a pandect of divine knowledge, an exact model and platform of religion. 
The Scripture contains in it the credenda, “the things which we are to believe,” and the agenda, 
“the things which we are to practise.” It is “able to make us wise unto salvation” 2 Tim. 3:15. 
“The Scripture is the standard of truth,” the judge of controversies; It is the pole-star to direct 
us to heaven (Isa. 8:20). “The commandment is a lamp”: Prov. 6:23. The Scripture is the 
compass by which the rudder of our will is to be steered; it is the field in which Christ, the Pearl 
of price, is hid; it is a rock of diamonds, it is a sacred collyrium, or “eye-salve;” it mends their 
eyes that look upon it; it is a spiritual optic-glass in which the glory of God is resplendent; it is 
the panacea or “universal medicine” for the soul. The leaves of Scripture are like the leaves of 
the tree of life, “for the healing of the nations”: Rev. 22:2. The Scripture is both the breeder and 
feeder of grace. How is the convert born, but by “the word of truth”? James 1:18. How doth he 
grow, but by “the sincere milk of the word”? 1 Pet. 2:2. The word written is the book out of 



which our evidences for heaven are fetched; it is the sea-mark which shows us the rocks of sin 
to avoid; it is the antidote against error and apostasy, the two-edged sword which wounds the 
old serpent. It is our bulwark to with stand the force of lust; like the Capital of Rome, which was 
a place of strength and ammunition. The Scripture is the “tower of David,” whereon the shields 
of our faith hang: Canticles 4:4. “Take away the word, and you deprive us of the sun,” said 

Luther. The word written is above an angelic embassy, or voice from heaven. “This 
voice which came from heaven we heard. We have 
also,” βεβαιότερον λογον “a more sure word”: 2 
Peter 1:18, 19. O, prize the word written; prizing is the way to profiting. If Cæsar so 

valued his Commentaries, that for preserving them he lost his purple robe, how should we 
estimate the sacred oracles of God? “I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than any 
necessary food”: Job 23:12. King Edward the Sixth, on the day of his coronation, had presented 
before him three swords, signifying that he was monarch of three kingdoms. The king said, 
there was one sword wanting; being asked what that was, he answered, “The Holy Bible, which 
is the sword of the Spirit, and is to be preferred before these ensigns of royalty.” Robert King of 
Sicily did so prize God’s word, that, speaking to his friend Petrarcha, he said, “I protest, the 
Scriptures are dearer to me than my kingdom; and if I must be deprived of one of them, I had 
rather lose my diadem than the Scriptures.”—Thomas Watson, in “The Morning Exercises.” 
 
 
 

Verse 130.—“The opening of thy words enlightens, making 
the simple understand.” The common version of the first word (entrance) is 

inaccurate, and the one here given, though exact, is ambiguous. The clause 
does not refer to the mechanical 
opening of the book by the reader, but 
to the spiritual opening of its true sense 
by divine illumination, to the mind which naturally cannot discern 

it.—Joseph Addison Alexander. 
 
 

Verse 130.—“Entrance,” lit. opening, i.e. unfolding or unveiling. 



—J. J. Stewart Perowne. 
 
 

Verse 130.—“The entrance of thy words giveth light.” The first 

entrance, or vestibule: for the Psalmist wishes to point out that only the beginnings are 
apprehended in this life; and that these beginnings are to be preferred to all human wisdom.—
Henricus Mollerus. 
 
 

Verse 130.—“The entrance of thy words giveth light,” etc. The beginning of them; the first 
three chapters in Genesis, what light do they give into 
the origin of all things; the creation of man, his state of innocence; his fall 

through the temptations of Satan, and his recovery and salvation by Christ, the seed of the 
woman! The first principles of the oracles of God, the rudiments of religion, the elements of the 
world, the rites of the ceremonial law gave great light unto the Gospel mysteries.—John Gill. 
 
 
Verse 130.—“The entrance of thy words giveth light.” A profane shopman crams into his pocket 
a leaf of a Bible, and reads the last words of Daniel: “Go thou thy way, till the end be, for thou 
shalt rest and stand in thy lot at the end of the days,” and begins to think what his own lot will 
be when days are ended. A Göttingen Professor opens a big printed Bible to see if he has 
eyesight enough to read it, and alights on the passage, “I will bring the blind by a way that they 
knew not,” and in reading it the eyes of his understanding are enlightened. Cromwell’s soldier 
opens his Bible to see how far the musket-ball has pierced, and finds it stopped at the verse: 
“Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth; and 
walk in the ways of thine heart and the sight of thine eyes; but know thou that for all these 
things God will bring thee into judgment.” And in a frolic the Kentish soldier opens the Bible 
which his broken-hearted mother had sent him, and the first sentence that turns up is the text 
so familiar in boyish days: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,” and the 
weary profligate repairs for rest to Jesus Christ.—James Hamilton, 1814–1867. 
 
 
Verse 130.—He amplifies his praise of the word of God when he saith that the entrance thereof, 

the first opening of the door of the word, 
gives light: for if the first entrance to it give 



light, what will the progress and 
continuance thereof do?  

 
This accuseth the age wherein we live, who now of a long time hath been taught by the word of 
God so clearly, that in regard of time they might have been teachers of others, yet are they but 
children in knowledge and understanding.  
 
But…  

to whom doth the word give 

understanding? David saith to the “simple”: 
not to such as are high-
minded, or double in heart, or 
wise in their own eyes, who will examine the 

mysteries of godliness by the quickness of natural reason. No: to such as deny themselves, as 
captive their natural understanding, and like humble disciples submit themselves, not to ask, 
but to hear; not to reason, but to believe. And if for this cause, naturalists who want this 
humility cannot profit by the word; what marvel that Papists far less become wise by it, who 
have their hearts so full of prejudices concerning it, that they spare not to utter blasphemies 
against it, calling it not unprofitable, but pernicious to the simple and to the idiots. 
And again, where they charge it with difficulty, that simple men and idiots should not be 
suffered to read it, because it is obscure; all these frivolous allegations of men are annulled by 

this one testimony of God, that it gives light 
to the simple.—William Cowper. 

 
 
 

Verse 130.—“Light.” This light hath excellent properties. 1. 

It is lux manifestans, it manifesteth itself and all things else. How do I see the sun, but by the 



sun, by its own light? How do I know the Scripture to be the word of God, but by the light that 

shineth in it, commending itself to my conscience! So it manifests all 
things else; it layeth open all the frauds and impostures of 
Satan, the vanity of wordly things, the deceits of the heart, the 
odiousness of sin 2. It is lux dirigens, a directing light, that we may see 
our way and work. As the sun lighteth man to his labour, so doth this direct us in all 

our conditions: verse 105. It directs us how to manage ourselves in all 
conditions. 3. It is lux vivificans, a quickening light. “I am the light of 
the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life”: John 8:12. “Awake thou that sleepest, and arise 

from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light”: Eph. 5:14. That light was the life of men: so is 
this spiritual life; it not only discovereth the object, but helpeth the faculty, filleth the soul with 

life and strength. 4. It is lux exhilarans, a comforting, refreshing, cheering 
light; and that in two respects. (1) Because it presents us with excellent grounds of comfort. 

(2) Because it is a soul-satisfying light.—Condensed from Manton. 

 
 
Verse 130.—“It giveth understanding.” If all the books in the world were assembled together, 
the Bible would as much take the lead in disciplining the understanding as in directing the soul. 
It will not make astronomers, chemists, or linguists, but there is a great difference between 
strengthening the mind and storing it with information.—Henry Melvill. 
 
 
Verse 130.—“It giveth understanding to the simple.” There are none so knowing that God 
cannot blind; none so blind and ignorant whose mind and heart his spirit cannot open. He who, 
by his incubation upon the waters at the creation, hatched that rude mass into the beautiful 
form we now see, and out of that dark chaos made the glorious heavens, and garnished them 
with so many orient stars, can move upon thy dark soul and enlighten it, though it be as void of 
knowledge as the evening of the world’s first day was of light. The schoolmaster sometimes 
sends home the child, and bids his father to put him to another trade, because not able, with all 

his art, to make a scholar of him; but if the Spirit of God be 
master, thou shalt learn, though a dunce: “The 

entrance of thy word giveth light, it giveth understanding to the simple.” No sooner is the soul 
entered into the Spirit’s school, than he becomes a proficient.—William Gurnall. 
 
 



Verse 130.—“To the simple.” He does not say, “giveth understanding” to 
the wise and prudent, to learned men, and to those skilled in 
letters; but to the “simple.”—Wolfgang Musculus. 

 
 
Verse 130.—“To the simple.”  
 

This is one great characteristic 
of the word of God,—however 

incomprehensible to the carnal 
mind, it is adapted to every 

grade of enlightened 
intelligence. 

—W. Wilson. 
 
 
 
Verse 130.—“To the simple.” The word is used sometimes in a good sense, and sometimes in a 
bad sense. It is used in a good sense, First, for the sincere and plain-hearted: “The Lord 
preserveth the simple: I was brought low, and he helped me”: Ps. 116:6. “For our rejoicing is 
this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly 
wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more 
abundantly to you-ward”: 2 Cor. 1:12. Secondly, for those that do not oppose the presumption 

of carnal wisdom to the pure light of the word: so we must all be 
simple, or fools, that we may be wise:  

 



“If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this 
world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise” 

 (1 Cor. 3:18); 
 
that is, in simplicity of heart submitting to God’s conduct, and believing what he hath 
revealed.—Thomas Manton. 
 
 
 

Verse 131.—“I opened my mouth, and panted.”  

By this manner of speech, David expresses, as Basil thinks, animi propensionem, that the 

inclination of his soul was after God’s word. For, this opened mouth, 
Ambrose thinks, is os interior is hominis, the 
mouth of the inward man, which in effect is his 
heart; and the speech notes vehementem animi intensionem, a vehement 
intension of his spirit, saith Euthymius. Yet shall it not be 

amiss to consider here how the mind of the godly earnestly affected moves the body also. The 
speech may be drawn from travellers, who being very desirous to attain to their proposed ends, 
enforce their strength thereunto; and finding a weakness in their body to answer their will, they 
pant and open their mouth, seeking refreshment from the air to renew their strength: or as 
Vatablus thinks, from men exceeding hungry and thirsty, who open their mouth as if they 
would draw in the whole air, and then pant and sign within themselves when they find no full 

refreshment by it. So he expresseth it: “My heart burns with so ardent a longing 
for thy commandments, that I am forced ever and anon to gasp by 
reason of my painful breathing.” 
However it be, it lets us see how the hearing, reading, or meditating of God’s word wakened in 
David a most earnest affection to have the light, joy, grace, and comfort thereof communicated 

to his own heart. For in the godly, knowledge of good increaseth 
desires; and it cannot be expressed how vehemently 
their souls long to feel that power and comfort which 



they know is in the word; and how sore they are grieved 
and troubled when they find it not. 
And happy were we, if we could meet the Lord with this like affection; that when he opens his 
mouth, we could also open our heart to hear, as David here doth. Christus aperit os, ut daret 
aliis spiritum; David aperuit ut acciperet; offering his heart to receive the spirit of grace, when 
God openeth his mouth in his word to give it. For it is his promise to us all—“Open thy mouth 
wide, and I will fill it.”  

Let us turn it into a prayer, that the Lord, who opened 
the heart of Lydia, would open our heart to receive 

grace when he offers by his word to give it.—William Cowper. 

 
 
 
Verse 131.—“I opened my mouth, and panted,” etc. There are two ways in which these words 

may be understood. They may be considered as expressing the very 
earnest longing of the Psalmist for greater acquaintance with 
God in spiritual things; and then, in saying, “I opened my mouth, and panted,” he 

merely asserts the vehemence of his desire.  

Or… 

you may separate the clauses: you may regard the first as the 
utterance of a man utterly dissatisfied with the earth and 
earthly things, and the second as the expression of a 
consciousness that God, and God only, could meet the 
longings of his soul. “I opened my mouth, and panted.” Out of breath, with chasing 

shadows, and hunting after baubles, I sit down exhausted, as far off as ever from the happiness 
which has been earnestly but fruitlessly sought. Whither, then, shall I turn? Thy 
commandments, O Lord, and these alone, can satisfy the desires of an immortal being like 
myself; and on these, therefore, henceforward shall my longings be turned.—Henry Melvill. 
 
 
 
Verse 131.—“I opened my mouth, and panted.” A metaphor taken from men scorched and 
sweltered with heat, or from those that have run themselves out of breath in following the 



thing which they would overtake. The former metaphor expressed the 
vehemency of his love; the other the earnestness of 
his pursuit; he was like a man gasping for breath, and sucking in the cool air.—Thomas 

Manton. 
 
 

Verse 131.—“I longed for thy commandments.”  

This is a desire which God will satisfy.  
“Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it”: Ps. 81:10.—

Thomas Manton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verse 132.—“Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto 
me,” etc.   “Look upon me,” stripped by thieves of my virtues, and then wounded with 

sins, and “be merciful unto me,” showing compassion on me, taking care of me in the inn of the 
Church universal, that I fall not again among thieves, nor be harmed by the wolves which howl 
about this fold, but dare not enter in. “Look upon me,” no longer worthy to be called thy son, 
and “be merciful unto me,” not as the jealous elder brother would treat me, but let me join the 

glad song and banquet of them that love thy name. Look upon me the 
publican, standing afar off in thy temple 
the Church, and be merciful unto me, not 

after the Pharisee’s judgment, but “as thou usest to do unto them that love thy name,” which is 
the gracious God. Look on me as on weeping Peter, and be merciful unto me as thou wast to 
him, who so loved thy name as by his triple confession of love to wash out his threefold denial, 
saying, “Lord, thou knowest that I love thee.” “Look upon me,” as on the sinful woman, penitent 
and weeping, and be merciful unto me, not according to the judgment of the Pharisee who 
murmured at her, as Judas who was indignant at her, but forgiving me as thou didst her, 
“because she loved much,” telling me also, “Thy faith hath saved thee, go in peace.”—Neale 
and Littledale. 



 
 
Verse 132.—“Look thou upon me.” Lord! since our looks to thee are often so slight, so cold, so 
distant, that no impression is made upon our hearts, do thou condescend continually to look 
upon us with mercy and with power. Vouchsafe us such a look, as may bring us to ourselves, 

and touch us with tenderness and contrition in the remembrance of that 
sin, unbelief, and disobedience, which pierced the hands, the feet, the 
heart of our dearest Lord and Saviour. Comp. Luke 22:61.—Charles Bridges. 

Verse 132.—“As thou usest to do,” etc. David would not lose any privilege that God bath by 
promise settled on his children. Do with me, saith he, “as thou usest to do.” This is no more 

than family face, what thou promisest to do for all that love thee; and let me not go 
worse clad than the rest of my brethren.—William Gurnall. 

 
 

Verse 132.—“As thou usest to do unto those,” etc. We should be content if 
God deals with us as he has always dealt with his people. 

While he could not be satisfied with anything less than their portion, David asks for nothing 
better; he implores no singular dispensation in his favour, no deviation from the accustomed 
methods of his grace.…  
 

It is always a good proof that your 
convictions and desires are from the 
operation of the Spirit when you are 

willing to conform to God’s order. 
 
What is this order? It is to dispense his blessings connectedly. It is never to justify without 
sanctifying; never to give a title to heaven without a meetness for it. Now the man that is 
divinely wrought upon will not expect nor desire the one without the other. Therefore, he will 

not expect the blessing of God without obedience; because it is always 
God’s way to connect the comforts 
of the Holy Ghost with the fear of 



the Lord; & if his children 
transgress his laws, to visit their 
transgressions with a rod.  
 
Therefore, he will neither expect nor desire his blessing without exertion; for it has 
always been God’s way to crown only those 
that run the race that is set before them, and 
fight the good fight of faith.  

 
Therefore he will not expect nor desire the Divine blessing without prayer; for it has always 
been God’s way to make his people sensible of their wants, and to give an answer to prayer. 

Therefore he will not expect nor desire to reach 
heaven without difficulties; for his people 
have always had to deny themselves, and 
take up their cross.  

 
If they have not been chosen in the furnace of affliction, they have been purified.  
 

God had one Son without sin, but he 
never had one without sorrow: 

 
“he scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” “Yes,” says the suppliant before us, “secure me 
their everlasting portion, and I am willing to drink of the cup they drank of, and to be baptized 
with the baptism they were baptized with.  
 



I want no new, no by-path to glory. I am 
content to keep the King’s high road. 

 
‘Be merciful unto me, as thou usest to do unto those that love thy name.’ I ask no more.”—
William Jay, 1769–1853. 
 
 
 

Verse 133.—“Order my steps in thy word.” As before he sought 

mercy, so now he seeks grace.  

 

There are many that seek mercy to 
forgive sin, who seek not grace to 

deliver them from the power of sin: 
 
this is to abuse God’s mercy, and turn his grace into wantonness.  
 

He that prayeth for mercy to forgive the guilt 
of sin only, seeks not that by sin he should not 
offend God; but that he may sin and not hurt 
himself: but he who craves deliverance also 

from the commanding power and deceit of sin, 
seeks not only a benefit to himself, but grace 

also to please and serve the Lord his God. 

 



The first is but a lover of himself; the 
second is a lover of God, more than of 

himself. And truly he never knew what it 
was to seek mercy for sin past, who with it 

also earnestly sought not grace to keep 
him from sin in time to come. These 

benefits cannot be divided: he who hath 
not the second (howsoever he flatter 

himself) may be assured that he hath not 
gotten the first.—William Cowper. 

 
 
 
Verse 133.—“Order my steps in thy word.” It is written of Boleslaus, one of the kings of Poland, 
that he still carries about him the picture of his father, and when he was to do any great work 
or set upon any design extraordinary, he would look on the picture and pray that he might do 
nothing unworthy of such a father’s name. Thus it is that the Scriptures are the picture of God’s 
will, therein drawn out to the very life.  
 

Before a man enter upon or engage himself in any business 
whatsoever, let him look there, and read there what is to be 
done; what to be undone; and what God commands, let that 
be done; what he forbids, let that be undone; let the balance 
of the sanctuary weigh all, the oracles of God decide all, the 
rule of God’s word be the square of all, and his glory the 
ultimate of all intendments whatsoever.—From Spencer’s “Things New 

and Old.” 
 
 



Verse 133.—“Order my steps.” הכן hachen, make them firm; let me not 

walk with a halting or unsteady step.—Adam Clarke. 
 
 

Verse 133.—“Order my steps,” etc.  

The people of God would not 
only have their path right, 
but their steps ordered; as not their 

general course wrong (as those who walk in the way of everlasting perdition), so not a step 
awry; they would not miss the way to heaven, either in whole or in part.—Thomas Manton. 
 
 
Verse 133.—“My steps.” Speaking of the steps of the Temple, Bunyan says, “These steps, 
whether cedar, gold, or stone, yet that which added to their adornment, was the wonderment 
of a Queen. And whatever they were made of, to be sure, they were a shadow of those steps, 

which we should take to, and in the house of God. ‘Steps of God,’ Ps. 
85:13. ‘Steps ordered by him,’ Ps. 37:23. 
‘Steps ordered in his word,’ Ps. 119:133. 
‘Steps of faith,’ Rom. 4:12. ‘Steps of the 
spirit,’ 2 Cor. 12:18. ‘Steps of truth,’  
3 John 4. ‘Steps washed with butter,’  
Job 29:6. ‘Steps taken before, or in the 
presence of God.’ Steps butted and 



bounded by a divine rule. These are steps indeed.”—John 

Bunyan, in “Solomon’s Temple Spiritualized.” 
 
 

Verse 133.—“Let not any iniquity,” etc,  

 

True obedience to God is 
inconsistent with the dominion of 
any one lust, or corrupt affection. 

 
 
 I say, though a man out of some slender and insufficient touch of religion upon his heart, may 
go right for a while, and do many things gladly; yet that corruption which is indulged, and under 
the power of which a man lieth, will at length draw of from God; and therefore no one sin 
should have dominion over us.  
 

When doth sin reign, or have 
dominion over us? When we 
do not endeavour to mortify 

it, and to cut off the provisions 
that may feed that sin/lust. 

 
Chrysostom’s observation is, the apostle does not say, let it not tyrannize over you, but, let it 
not reign over you; that is, when you suffer it to have a quiet reign in your hearts.—Thomas 
Manton. 
 
 
Verse 133.—“Let not any iniquity have dominion over me.”  



 

I had rather be a prisoner to 
man all my life than be in 
bondage to sin one day. 

 
He says not, Let not this and the other man rule over me; but “let not sin have dominion over 

me.” Well said! There is hope in such a man’s 
condition as long as it is so.—Michael Bruce, 1666. 

 
 
 
 
 

Verse 134.—“Deliver me from the oppression of man.”  

1. “Man” by way of distinction. There is the oppression and tyranny of the Devil and sin; but the 
Psalmist doth not mean that now: Hominum non dæmonum, saith Hugo.  

2. “Man” by way of aggravation. Homo homini lupus: no creatures so 
ravenous and destructive to one another as man. It is a 

shame that one man should oppress another. Beasts do not usually devour those of the same 

kind; but, usually, a man’s enemies are those of his 
own household: Matt. 10:36.  

 

The nearer we are in bonds of alliance, 
the greater the hatred. 

 
3. “Man” by way of diminution. And to lessen the fear of this evil, this term Adam is given them, 
to show their weakness in comparison of God. Thou art God; but they that are so ready and 



forward to oppress and injure us are but men: thou canst easily overrule their power and break 
the yoke. I think this consideration chiefest, because of other places. “Who art thou, that thou 
shouldst be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass; 
and forgettest the Lord thy maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the 
foundations of the earth; and hast feared continually every day because of the fury of the 

oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? and where is the fury of the oppressor?” Isa. 
51:12, 13.—Thomas Manton. 

 
 
Verse 134.—“From the oppression of man.” Some render it, “from the oppression of Adam;” as 
Jarchi observes; and Arama interprets it of the sin of Adam, and as a prayer to be delivered or 
redeemed from it; as the Lord’s people are by the blood of Christ.—John Gill. 
 
 
 
 
 

Verse 135.—“Make thy face to shine upon thy servant.”  
The face of God shines upon us, when, in his providence, we are guided and upheld; also when 
we are made to share in the good things of his providence, and when we are placed in a 
position wherein we can do much good. Much more does the face of God shine upon us, when 
we are favoured with tokens of his gracious favour; for then we grow under the consciousness 
of a loving God, with rich supplies of his grace and Spirit.—John Stephen. 
 
 
Verse 135.—“Make thy face to shine upon thy servant.”  

Oftentimes the wrongful dealings of men, of others, and 
of ourselves, like a cloud of smoke arising from the earth 

and obscuring the face of the sun, hide from us for a 
while the light of the countenance of God: but he soon 

clears it all away, and looks down upon us in loving mercy 
as before, lighting for us the path of obedience, and 

brightening our way unto himself. 
—“Plain Commentary,” 1859. 

 
 



Verse 135.—“Make thy face to shine upon thy servant.” The believer’s incessant 
cry is, Let me see “the King’s face.” This is a blessing worth 
praying for. It is his heart’s desire, his present privilege, and 
what is infinitely better, his sure, everlasting prospect—“They shall 

see his face.” Rev. 22:4.—Charles Bridges. 
 
 
Verse 135.—“Make thy face to shine … and teach me.”  

Blessed is the man whom 
eternal Truth teacheth… 

not by obscure figures and transient sounds, but by direct and full communication. The 
perceptions of our senses are narrow and dull, and our reason on those perceptions frequently 
misleads us.  
 

He whom the eternal Word 
condescendeth to teach is 

disengaged at once from the 
labyrinth of human opinions. 

 
For “of one word are all things”; and all things without voice or language speak of him alone: he 
is that divine principle which speaketh in our hearts, and without which there can be neither 
just apprehension nor rectitude of judgment. 
O God, who art the truth, make me one with thee in everlasting life! I am often weary of 
reading, and weary of hearing; in thee alone is the sum of my desire! Let all teachers be silent, 
let the whole creation be dumb before thee, and do thou only speak unto my soul! 
 



Thy ministers can pronounce 
the words, but cannot impart 
the spirit; they may entertain 
the fancy with the charms of 

eloquence, but if thou art silent 
they do not inflame the heart. 

 
They administer the letter, but 
thou openest the sense; they 
utter the mystery, but thou 
revealest its meaning; they 

point out the way of life, but 
thou bestowest strength to 

walk in it; they water, but thou 



givest the increase. Therefore 
do thou, O Lord my God, 

Eternal Truth! speak to my 
soul! lest, being outwardly 
warmed, but not inwardly 

quickened, I die, and be found 
unfruitful. 

“Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.” 
“Thou only hast the words of eternal life.” 

—Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471. 
 
 
Verse 135.—“Make thy face to shine … teach me,” etc, God hath many ways of teaching; he 
teaches by book, he teaches by his fingers, he teaches by his rod; but his most comfortable and 

effectual teaching is by the light of his eye: “O send out thy light and thy truth; 
let them lead me: let them bring me unto thy holy hill:” Ps. 42:3. 
—Richard Alleine (1611–1681), in “Heaven Opened.” 
 
 

Verse 135.—“Make thy face to shine … teach me thy statutes.” God’s children, 
when they beg comfort, also beg grace to serve him 
acceptably. For by teaching God’s statutes is not meant barely a giving us a speculative 



knowledge of God’s will; for so David here; “Make thy face to shine”; and “Teach me thy 
statutes.”—Thomas Manton. 
 
 
 
 
 

Verse 136.—“Rivers of waters run down my eyes.”  
Most of the easterns shed tears much more copiously than the people of Europe. The Psalmist 

said rivers of waters ran down his eyes; and though the language is 
beautifully figurative, I have no doubt it was also literally true. 

I have myself seen Arabs shed tears like streams.—John Gadsby. 
 
 
Verse 136.—“Rivers of waters run down mine eyes,” etc. Either because mine eyes keep not thy 
law, so some. The eye is the inlet and outlet of a great deal of sin, and therefore it ought to be a 
weeping eye. Or rather, they, i.e., those about me; ver. 139. Note: 
 

The sins of sinners are the 
sorrows of saints.  

We must mourn for that 
which we cannot mend. 

— Matthew Henry. 
 
 
 
Verse 136.—“Rivers of waters run down mine eyes,” etc. David’s afflictions drew not so many 
tears from him as the sins of others; not his banishment by his son, as the breach of God’s law 

by the wicked. Nothing went so to his heart as the 
dishonour of God, whose glory shining in his word 



and ordinances, is dearer to the godly than their 
lives. Elijah desired to die when he saw God so dishonoured by Ahab and Jezebel.  

 

The eye is for two things, sight and tears: if 
we see God dishonoured, presently our  

eyes should be filled with tears. 
— William Greenhill, 1591–1677. 

 
 
Verse 136.—“Rivers of waters run down mine eyes,” etc.  

Godly men are affected with deep sorrow  
for the sins of the ungodly. 

 

Let us consider the nature of this affection.  

1. It is not a stoical apathy, and affected carelessness; much less a delightful partaking 
with sinful practices.  
2. Not a proud setting off of their own goodness, with marking the sin of others as the 
Pharisee did in the gospel.  
3. Not the derision and mocking of the folly of men, with that “laughing philosopher”; it 
comes nearer to the temper of the other who wept always for it. 
4. It is not a bitter, bilious anger, breaking forth into railings and reproaches, nor an 

upbraiding insultation.  
5. Nor is it a vindictive desire of punishment, venting itself in curses and imprecations, 
which is the rash temper of many, but especially of the vulgar sort. The disciples’ motion 
to Christ was far different from that way, and yet he says to them, “Ye know not of what 
spirit ye are.” They thought they had been of Elijah’s spirit, but he told them they were 
mistaken, and did not know of what a spirit they were in that motion. Thus heady zeal 

often mistakes and flatters itself. We find not here a desire 
of fire to come down from heaven upon the 
breakers of the law, but such a grief as 
would rather bring water to quench it, if it 



were falling on them. “Rivers of waters run down mine eyes.”—

Robert Leighton. 
 
 
 
Verse 136.—“Rivers of waters run down mine eyes,” etc. The Lord requireth this [mourning 
bitterly for other men’s sins] to keep our hearts the more tender and upright; it is an act God 
useth to make us more careful of our own souls, to be troubled at the sins of others, at sin in a 

third person. It keepeth us at a great distance from temptation. This is like 
quenching of fire in a neighbour’s house: 
before it comes near thee, thou runnest with 
thy bucket.  

 
There is no way to keep us free from the infection, so much as mourning.  
 

The soul will never agree to do that which it 
grieved itself to see another do.  

 
And, as it keepeth us upright, so also humble, fearful of Divine judgment, tender lest we 

ourselves offend, and draw down the wrath of God. He that shruggeth when he 
seeth a snake creeping upon another, will much more be 
afraid when it cometh near to himself. In our own sins we have the 

advantage of conscience scourging the soul with remorse and shame; in bewailing the sins of 
others, we have only the reasons of duty and obedience. They that fight abroad out of love to 
valour and exploits, will certainly fight at home out of love to their own safety.—Thomas 
Manton. 
 
 
Verse 136.—“Rivers of waters run down mine eyes,” etc. Thus uniformly is the character of 
God’s people represented—not merely as those who are free from—but as 
 



 “those that sigh and cry for—all the 
abominations that are done in the 
midst of the land”   Ezek. 9:4.  

 
And…  
 

who does not see what an 
enlarged sphere still presents itself 
on every side for the unrestrained 
exercise of Christian compassion? 

 
The appalling spectacle of a world apostatized from God, of multitudes sporting with 
everlasting destruction—as if the God of heaven were “a man that he should lie” is surely 
enough to force “rivers of waters” from the hearts of those that are concerned for his honour.  
 

What a mass of sin ascends as a cloud 
before the Lord… 

 
Add the aggregate of a village—a town—a country—a world! every day—every hour—every 
moment. Well might the “rivers of waters” rise to an overflowing tide, ready to burst its 

barriers.—Charles Bridges. 
 
 
 
Verse 136.—“Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because they keep not thy law.”—The vices 

of the religious are the shame of religion: the sight of this hath 
made the stoutest champions of Christ melt 
into tears. David was one of those great worthies of the world, not matchable in his 

times; yet he weeps. Did he tear in pieces a bear like a kid? Rescue a lamb with the death of a 



lion? Foil a mighty giant, that had dared the whole army of God? Did he like a whirlwind, bear 
and beat down his enemies before him; and now, does he, like a child or a woman, fall a-
weeping? Yes, he had heard the name of God blasphemed, seen his holy rites prophaned, his 
statutes vilipended, and violence offered to the pure chastity of that holy virgin, religion; this 
resolved that valiant heart into tears: “Rivers of waters run down mine eyes.”—Thomas Adams. 
 
 
Verse 136.—My soul frequently spent itself in such breathings after conformity to the law of 
God as the one hundred and nineteenth Psalm is filled with throughout: “O that my ways were 
directed to keep thy statutes! My heart breaketh through the longing it hath to thy commands 
at all times; incline my heart that I may keep them alway unto the end,” and the like. This 
appeared further in a fixed dislike of the least inconformity to the law, either in myself or 
others. Now; albeit I was always suitably affected with my own or others’ breaches, yet  

this was my burden; I wished always that rivers of 
tears might run down mine eyes, because I, or other 
transgressors, kept not God’s law.—Thomas Halyburton, 1674–

1712. 
 
 
Verse 136.— 

If we grieve not for others,  
their sin may become our sin. 

Ezek. 9:8; 1 Cor. 5:2. 
—William Nicholson.1 

 
1 C. H. Spurgeon, The Treasury of David: Psalms 111-119, vol. 5 (London; Edinburgh; New 

York: Marshall Brothers, n.d.), 378–389 
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Strong's Concordance 
kun: to be firm 
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Original Word:  ּכּון 

Part of Speech: Verb 

Transliteration: kun 

Phonetic Spelling: (koon) 

Definition: to be firm 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
a prim. root 
Definition 
to be firm 
NASB Translation 
aim (1), appointed (1), carried (1), certain (2), certainty (1), confirm (2), confirmed (1), consider 

(1), could (1), counted (1), definitely (1), determined (1), direct (3), direct your right (1), directed 

(1), directs (1), establish (15), established (52), establishes (2), fashion (1), fashioned (1), firm 

(1), firmly established (3), formed (1), founds (1), full (1), get yourself ready (1), installed (1), 

made it ready (1), made preparations (1), made provision (1), made...preparations (1), 

made...ready (1), maintain his position (1), make preparation (1), make ready (2), make...sure 

(1), makes his sure (1), makes ready (1), making my firm (1), ordained (1), ordered (1), place (1), 

prepare (21), prepared (37), prepares (5), provide (1), provided (5), provides (1), ready (7), 

reliable (1), rested (1), rests (1), right (3), set (10), set the in order (1), steadfast (6), strengthen 

(1), took (1). 

Brown-Driver-Briggs 

I. [ּכּון]218 verb probably be firm, only in derived conjugation (Late Hebrew Aramaic ּכּון, in 

derived conjugation, ן יּוֵּ  arrange, direct;  put right, correct; Assyrian kânu, be ּכִּ

firm, right DlHWB 321; Arabic  (medial ) exist, occur, be; so 

Ethiopic  Sabean כון DHMZMG 1875, 599, Phoenician כון be (often)); — 

Niph`al Perfect (on 3 masculine singular see Participle below), 3 feminine singular 1 ֺונָ ה  ָנּכּ֫

Kings 2:46; 3plural ֺונּו נּו ;Proverbs 19:29 ָנכּ֫ ּכֺון Ezekiel 16:7; Imperfect ָנֺּכּ֫  Proverbs 12:3 +; 3 יִּ

feminine singular ּכֺון ֺּכן Jeremiah 30:20 +; 1 תִּ  ,Kings 2:12; 2Chronicles 8:16 ַותִּ

etc.; Imperative ּכֺון ֺּכן ;Amos 4:12 הִּ  Chronicles 35:4 KtהכונּוEzekiel 38:7; plural 2 הִּ

(Qr ינּו  Genesis 41:32 + (in Psalm 93:2 and perhaps elsewhere ָנכֺון Hiph`il); Participle ָהכִּ

the Perfect would be possibly); construct ְנכֺון Proverbs 4:18; feminine ְנכֺוָנה Psalm 5:10 2t.; 

plural  ים  — :Exodus 19:11 2t.; passive or neuter, and (less often) reflexive ְנֺכנִּ

1 be set up, established, fixed: 

https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_kings/2-46.htm
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https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/19-29.htm
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a. literally, of house upon (ַעל) pillars Judges 16:26,29, so, in metaphor, of temple-mount, 

followed by ְברֺאׁש Isaiah 2:2 = Micah 4:1; be firm, of breasts at puberty Ezekiel 16:7; firmly 

established, of ל בֵּ  ,Psalm 93:1 = Psalm 96:10 = 1 Chronicles 16:30; firm, i.e. a strong support תֵּ

of ׳יs hand  ֺּמו ּכֺון עִּ י תִּ י ְתַאְּמֶצּנּו "") Psalm 89:22 יָ  דִּ  .(ְזרֺועִּ

b. figurative, of throne 2 Samuel 7:16 = 1 Chronicles 17:14; 1 Kings 2:45; Psalm 89:38; Psalm 

93:2; Proverbs 16:12; Proverbs 25:5; Proverbs 29:14; of king, royal family, kingdom 1 Samuel 

20:31; 1 Kings 2:12,46; 2 Samuel 7:26 1Chronicles 17:24. 

c. of any persons, be established, stable, secure, enduring Job 21:8 (with ְפנֵּי  Proverbs ,(לִּ

12:3, also Proverbs 12:19 (subject ְשַפת ֱאֶמת) Psalm 101:7 (with יָנָ֑י  Psalm ,(ְלֶנֶגד עֵּ

102:29 (with ְלָפֶניָך), Psalm 140:12 (with ָבָאֶרץ); of plans Proverbs 16:3; Proverbs 20:18; ְנכֺון 
 Proverbs 4:18 the established, stable, (part) of the day, i.e. mid-day, when the sun seems ַהּיֺום 

motionless in mid-heaven. — 2 Samuel 6:6 see ָנכֺון proper name below 

d. fixed, securely determined )ים "") ֱאֶמת ם  ׳נ ָהֱאֹלהִּ עִּ  ְּכַׁשַחר Genesis 41:32 (E); so ַהָדָבר מֵּ
הּו Hosea 6:3 ᵑ0, but read ָנכֺון ֺמָצאוֺ  ְמָצאֵּ ן נִּ נּו ּכֵּ  GieBeiträge 208 Weon the ְּכַׁשֲחרֵּ

passage; substantiated, certain, of an allegation Deuteronomy 13:15 = Deuteronomy 

ָכֺון ;17:4  according to (what is) certain, = certainly, assuredly 1 Samuel 23:23; 1 Samuel ַעלנ 

26:4 (see Dr). 

2 in moral sense, be directed aright, of ways Proverbs 4:26; Psalm 119:5 (compare Hiph`il 

3); be fixed aright, stedfast י בִּ  Psalm 57:8 (twice in verse); Psalm 108:2, so Psalm ָנכֺון לִּ

ּמוֺ  ;112:7 ָבם  לֺא ָנכֺון עִּ  "") לֵּב ָטהֺור;( לא ָנכֺון לעשות Psalm 51:12 רּוחַ  ָנכֺון ;Psalm 78:37 לִּ
 as substantive = what is ְנכֺוָנה Exodus 8:22 (J) it is not right, proper, etc.; participle feminine כן

right, the right Job 42:7,8; = uprightness Psalm 5:10. 

3 prepare, be ready, person Amos 4:12 (with ל infinitive); words Proverbs 22:18; ן ֺּכן ְוָהכֵּ  הִּ
 ,Ezekiel 38:7; 2Chronicles 35:4 Kt (Qr Hiph`il); participle as adjective = prepared, ready ְלָך

often with ָהָוה, of persons Exodus 19:11,15; Exodus 34:2; Joshua 8:4 (all J E); of things, 

followed by ל person Job 12:5; Nehemiah 8:10, ל location Job 18:12, ל noun active Psalm 

 ;location Job 15:23 ב ;38:18

4 passive be prepared, of judgments Proverbs 19:29 (ל person); of work be arranged, 

settled2Chronicles 8:16; figurative of prayer Psalm 141:2 be arranged, set in order, as incense 
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before thee (> present itself as incense); be arranged, ordered, of temple service 2 Chronicles 

29:35; 35:10,16. 

Hiph`il Perfect ין כִּ י Joshua 4:4 +; suffix 1 הֵּ יַננִּ ינוֺ  Kings 2:24; 2 ֱהכִּ  Samuel 5:12; 1 ֱהכִּ

Chronicles 14:2; יָנּה ינֺותָ  Job 28:27; 2masculine singular ֱהכִּ ינּו Job 11:13 +; 3 plural 1 ֲהכִּ כִּ  הֵּ

Chronicles 12:39 +; ינּו כִּ ינֺונּו consecutive Exodus 16:5; 1plural 1 ְוהֵּ  Chronicles ֲהכִּ

ַכּנּו ;29:16 ין 2 Chronicles 29:16, etc.; Imperfect (Ges§ 72, R. 6) הֵּ ֶכן Judges 12:6 +; 1 ָיכִּ  ַוָּיּ֫

Chronicles 15:1 3t., etc.; Imperative ן ינּו Genesis 43:16 +; plural ָהכֵּ  Joshua 1:11 +; Infinitive ָהכִּ

absolute ן ין Joshua 3:17, so ָהכֵּ ין Joshua 4:3 (read ָהכִּ  see Di), Jeremiah 10:23 (see ,ָהכֵּ

Gie), Ezekiel 7:14 (see Sm Co and below; see on all Köi. 468); construct ין  ;+ Isaiah 9:6 ָהכִּ

suffix  ֺינו יָנּה ;Nahum 2:4; Proverbs 8:27 ֲהכִּ ין Jeremiah 33:2; Participle ֲהכִּ כִּ  Jeremiah מֵּ

10:12 4t.; — (favourite word in Chronicles, in various applications) 

1 establish, set up: 

a. king (or, one as king) 2 Samuel 5:12; 1 Kings 2:24; 1 Chronicles 14:2, royal seed Psalm 89:5, 

kingdom 1 Samuel 13:13; 2 Samuel 7:12 = 1 Chronicles 17:11; 1 Chronicles 28:7; 2Chronicles 

12:1; 17:5, throne 1 Chronicles 22:10; the world ל בֵּ  ;Jeremiah 10:12 = Jeremiah 51:15 תֵּ

mountains Psalm 65:7; heavens Proverbs 8:27; an altar upon (ַעל) its base Ezra 3:3. 

b. God's faithfulness Psalm 89:3; heart of humble Psalm 10:17. 

c. = accomplish, do Jeremiah 33:2 ("" עשה), = make Isaiah 40:20; Job 28:27. 

d. make firm, only infinitive absolute, as adverb = firmly ן ין ;Joshua 3:17 ָהכֵּ  Joshua 4:3 (see ָהכִּ

above) 

2. a. fix, so as to be ready, make ready, prepare, a gift Genesis 43:25 (J), place Exodus 

23:20 (JE), 2 Chronicles 3:1; with  ְל of thing 1 Chronicles 15:1,3, also (object omitted) 1 

Chronicles 15:12 (see Be, and DaSynt. § 144), 2 Chronicles 1:4 (ין כִּ  ;(see Ges§ 138. 3. b ,ַבהֵּ

often prepare food, accusative +  ְל person Joshua 1:11 (D), Psalm 78:20;  ְל omitted Proverbs 

6:8; Proverbs 30:25; object omitted 1 Chronicles 12:39; 2Chronicles 35:14 (twice in verse); 

2Chronicles 35:15; both omitted Genesis 43:16 (J), 1 Chronicles 9:32; prepare a 

road Deuteronomy 19:3, a sacrifice Zephaniah 1:7, ambuscades Jeremiah 51:12, one's 

work Proverbs 24:27, materials for ( ְל) temple 1 Chronicles 22:3,14, also 1 Chronicles 22:14b 

(no  ְל), 1 Chronicles 29:2,3; weapons (with  ְל person) 2 Chronicles 26:14 and (hostile 

purpose) Psalm 7:14, compare Psalm 57:7, Isaiah 14:21 prepare slaughter-place for ( ְל) his 

children; store-rooms 2 Chronicles 31:11 a, also 2 Chronicles 31:11 b (object omitted); gallows 

(with  ְל person) Esther 6:4; Esther 7:10; corn (produce of land) Psalm 65:10; land Psalm 65:10, 
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so (= restore) Psalm 68:11; with accusative of person 2Chronicles 35:6; figurative of belly 

preparing deceit Job 15:35; make preparation (for,  ְל of thing) 1 Chronicles 22:5, and 1 

Chronicles 22:5 ( ְל omitted); followed by 1 ְבנֺות  Chronicles 28:2, with accusative material לִּ

ְבנֺות 1 +  make ready 1 Samuel 23:22; Nahum ,לְ  Kings 5:32; 1 Chronicles 29:16; without לִּ

2:4; Ezekiel 7:14 (read ן ינּו ָהכֵּ  MT) = make full preparation! make thee ַהֺּכל ׳ה Co, for ָהכִּ

ready! Jeremiah 46:14 ( ְל dativus ethicus [dative of interest]), Ezekiel 28:7 (id.), 2 Chronicles 

35:4. 

b. provide for, provide, furnish Numbers 23:1,29; Numbers 29:7; Joshua 4:4 (all J E), Job 

27:16,17, food for ( ְל) raven Job 39:41, rain for ( ְל) earth Psalm 147:8; 1 Chronicles 29:19; 

2Chron 2:6; Psalm 74:16. 

3 direct one's face towards (  ֶאל) Ezekiel 4:3,7; in moral and spiritual sense, direct one's step 

 Psalm (ְּמָעַמי) order aright, Jeremiah 10:23 (see above), Proverbs 16:9, so = (ַצֲעדוֺ )

ְפנֵּי י2 ;119:133 ין ְדָרָכיו לִּ כִּ  Proverbs (only דרכיו followed by) Chronicles 27:6, alsoֱאֹלָהיו ׳הֵּ

21:29 Kt (Qr ין ים  ָלָעם 2 ;(ָיבִּ ין ָהֱאֹלהִּ כִּ  Chronicles 29:36 that which God had orderedַעל ַההֵּ

aright for the people (on article = relative pronoun see Ges§ 138. 3. b); followed by לֵּב Job 

11:13; Psalm 78:8; + 2  ְדרֺוׁש ֶאתי בוֺ  לִּ ין לִּ כִּ  ;Chronicles 12:14, so 2 Chronicles 19:3לְ , ׳לֺא הֵּ

תאתֺוַרת י + ;30:19 ְדרֺוׁש אֵּ  Samuel 7:3 direct the heart הכין לבב ׳ֶאל   Ezra 7:10; 1 ׳לִּ

towards 1 ,׳י Chronicles 29:18 (׳י subject), so (with  ים אֹלהִּ  Chronicles 20:33; hence (no 2 (לֵּ

object expressed) = give attention, followed by infinitive Judges 12:6. 

4 arrange, order2Chronicles 29:19 (of sacred vessels; + ְקַדְׁשנּו  Chronicles 35:20 (of 2 ,(הִּ

temple). 

Hoph`al Perfect הּוַכן Isaiah 30:33, ְוהּוַכן consecutive Isaiah 16:5; Zechariah 

ים  Proverbs 21:31, plural מּוָכן Nahum 2:6; Participle ְוֻהַכן ;5:11  — ;Ezekiel 40:43 מּוָכנִּ

1 be established, of throne Isaiah 16:5; be fastened, of hooks Ezekiel 40:43. 

2 be prepared for ( ְל person) Isaiah 30:33 and ( ְל temporal) Proverbs 21:31; absolute Nahum 

2:6; be ready Zechariah 5:11. 

Po`lel. Perfect3masculine singular ּכֺונֵּן Psalm 9:8 3t., ְוכֺונֵּן consecutive Habakkuk 2:12; 

suffix ּכֺוְנַָנּה Isaiah 45:18; 2masculine singular  ָּכֺוַנְנת Psalm 99:4; Psalm 119:90, ּכֺוָנְָ֑נָתה Psalm 

8:4, etc.; Imperfect3masculine singular ְיכֺונֵּן Isaiah 62:7; suffix ַוְיֺכְנֶַנֶָָ֑֑ך Deuteronomy 

 2masculine ;(van d. H ַוְיכּוֶּננּו) Job 31:15 ַוְיֻכֶנּנּו Psalm 24:2 +, suffix 1 plural ְיכֺוְנֶַנהָ  ,32:6
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singular ְתכֺונֵּן Psalm 7:10; Psalm 21:13, etc.; Imperative ּכֺונֵּן Job 8:8 (but on text see 

infra), ּכֺוְנַָנה Psalm 90:17, suffix ּכֺוְנַנֵּהּו Psalm 90:17; — originally make firm; — 

1 set up, establish: 

a. of men, found, a city Habakkuk 2:12 ("" בנה), Psalm 107:36. 

b. of God, establish, king's throne 2 Samuel 7:13 = 1 Chronicles 17:12, his own throne Psalm 

ְׁשָּמט) 9:8  ,(קנה, עשה "" ;poem) sanctuary Exodus 15:7 (song), a nation Deuteronomy 32:6 ,(ְלמִּ

a city Psalm 48:9; Psalm 87:5, ל בֵּ  ,Psalm 119:90 ֶאֶרץ ,(ַעל"" , ָיַסד with) Psalm 24:2 תֵּ

compare Isaiah 45:18, also Psalm 68:10 (object omitted, read perhaps ָּיה  ,(Bi Che ֶאֶרץ צִּ

heavens Proverbs 3:19 ("" ֶרץ ָ֑  moon and stars Psalm 8:4; figurative, steps of men Psalm ,(ָיַסדא ָ

40:3, work of men's hands Psalm 90:17 (twice in verse), justice Psalm 99:4; establish, i.e. 

vindicate and make secure to righteous (יק  .Psalm 7:10 (ַצדִּ

2 constitute, make, a man (in womb) Job 31:15 ("" עשה), compare Psalm 119:73 ("" id.); with 

accusative +  ְל of thing +  ְל person reflexive 2 Samuel 7:24 thou hast made for thyself (ְלָך), thy 

people (ְּמָך ַ  .for ever (ְלָעם ) into a people (ְלָך) Israel for thyself (ֶאתע 

3 fix, so as to be ready, arrow upon (ַעל) string Psalm 11:2, so (ץ  omitted) Psalm חֵּ

21:13 (with  נֵּיֶהם ץ) and possibly ,(ַעלְּמ   ,omitted) Isaiah 51:13 (Di Che and others; but dubious חֵּ

compare Du; verse corrupt according to CheIntr. Is. 427), a bow Psalm 7:13. 

4 direct (that is לֵּב), followed by ֶקר  Job 8:8, i.e. give attention to (but no "" in Po`lel; read ְלחֵּ

perhaps בֺונֵּ ן, compare Deuteronomy 32:10, see Ol Di). 

Po`lal. Perfect be established:  יֶגֶבר ּכֺוָנָ֑נּו ְצֲעדֵּ  are a man's steps ׳י Psalm 37:23 from ׳מי מִּ

established; = be prepared ּו  Ezekiel 28:13 but strike out Co Da after A B ᵑ6 and others ּכֺוָננָ֑

Hithpo`el. Imperfect; be established, of house, 3 masculine singular ְתּכֺוָנֶָ֑֑ן  Proverbs יִּ

ָבֶנה "") 24:3 י  of nation, 2 feminine singular ,(יִּ ּכֺוָנָ֑נִּ  Isaiah 54:14; 3feminine (Ges§ 54. 2. b) תִּ

singular ּכֺונֵּן ָבֶנה "" ;be restored, of city Numbers 21:27 (J E = תִּ  set oneself, take one's ;(תִּ

stand3masculine plural ּכֺוָנָ֑נּו  .Psalm 59:5 יִּ

 

 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
certainty, confirm, direct, faithfulness, fashion, fasten, firm, be fitted, 

https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/7-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/21-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/job/8-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/90-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/90-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/habakkuk/2-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/107-36.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_samuel/7-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_chronicles/17-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/9-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/9-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/exodus/15-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/deuteronomy/32-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/48-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/87-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/24-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/119-90.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/isaiah/45-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/68-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/3-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/8-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/40-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/40-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/90-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/99-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/7-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/job/31-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/119-73.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_samuel/7-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/11-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/21-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/21-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/isaiah/51-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/7-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/job/8-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/deuteronomy/32-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/37-23.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ezekiel/28-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/24-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/24-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/isaiah/54-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/numbers/21-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/psalms/59-5.htm


 

 

A primitive root; properly, to be erect (i.e. Stand perpendicular); hence (causatively) to set up, in 

a great variety of applications, whether literal (establish, fix, prepare, apply), or figurative 

(appoint, render sure, proper or prosperous) -- certain(-ty), confirm, direct, faithfulness, fashion, 

fasten, firm, be fitted, be fixed, frame, be meet, ordain, order, perfect, (make) preparation, 

prepare (self), provide, make provision, (be, make) ready, right, set (aright, fast, forth), be stable, 

(e-)stablish, stand, tarry, X very deed. 
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