BE The Kingdom Of God

Matthew 13
2 Parables: “The Sower” & “New And Old Treasures”

November 27,2022

INTRO: Last time I asked you: “What do you SEE?”
Today... “What do you want.... to BE?”
Mostreply:  Happy. Popular. Successful. Powerful.
Comfortable... Pretty. Rich... etc. How about you?

Do you want to be ruled & reigned over

(Think about it. Don't just blow off that question.)
[CONTRAST... world vs. worship]

PRAYER

CONTEXT:
~ New Series: SEE The Kingdom Of God (6 weeks)
~ Building on THE WORD: Psalm 119’s “PERSPECTIVE”
~ “The kingdom of God” (161X in the New Testament)
~ Understanding parables... shocking to many!
~ Matthew 13...
* Relational & Theological “bookends”
1. Before the parables... rejection of Christ!
2. Within the parables... #1 & #8
Understanding the kingdom of God...
* Timing of theses parables
* 10 pair chiastic arch

* Outer pair: “BE The Kingdom Of God”



T/S: This is where Jesus begins to preach & teach with parables!
Up until now everything He did was in clear & direct language.

Matthew

Ch.13

Chiastic

Arch

BIGIDEA:  The Kingdom of God is filled
with Christ’s fruitful & faithful
family of followers.

The kingdom of God is NOT the Church,
BUT/yet, The Church IS (in part)
the kingdom of God!



PREVIEW:
A. BE The FRUITFUL Kingdom of God
B. BE The FAITHFUL Kingdom of God

[.  BE The FRUITFUL Kingdom of God

TEXT: The Parable of the Sower/Soils (Mt.13 per Mk.4)

A. Let's begin by remembering WHY we are here
VIDEO: Parable of the Soils #1

B. We desperately NEED to BE... we SEE to BE!
We cannot BE what we do not SEE...
Heaven & Hell weigh in the balance!

VIDEO: Parable of the Soils #2

C. Notice: Behold! literally begins with “BE”
VIDEO: Parable of the Soils #3

D. The majority of people who were listening to
Jesus came looking for miracles but what



they got were parables... Why? Answer:
because they were more interested in the
miracles than The Messiah!

VIDEO: Parable of the Soils #4

[ pray that you now have a personal & passionate
understanding of the parable of the soils...

The seed & the soil go together like the
Shepherd and the sheep... The good seed is like
the Good Shepherd and the different soils are
like different “versions” of sheep...

I pray you are seeing how important BE-ing
the Kingdom of God really is!

Jesus put it this way...
The fruit reveals the root of every branch

Matthew 7:18
“A good tree cannot produce bad fruit,
nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. — Jesus The Christ

It's simple really... who & what come out of the heart
reveals who & what are in the heart! -jpp



T/S: Do you understand NOW how important it

is... eternally... to BE the kingdom of God???
~ Jesus taught about fruit-less branches...
~ This is about your forever in either heaven or hell!
~ There’s oo much corruption & confusion...
~ Christ-less Christianity is an epidemic today'!

VIDEO: MacArthur on the kingdom of this world

Friends... itis SO important that you understand what it
means to BE the Kingdom of God... to BE The Church!!!

Think about this... if you or those you know and love
do not understand what the Word of God & the God of
the Word say about the kingdom of God... and you're
flirting with the world (in the name of evangelism &
compassion) all while just playing church... you'll end
up ignoring James 4:4 which tells us that to be friends
with the world is to be an enemy of God...

THIS is what I'm talking about!

When people claim to be Christian but deny and/or
blatantly defy the Bible’s definitions and descriptions of
the kingdom of God and its members, they are literally
claiming to be the very definition
of what they deny. -op



T/S: [ want to take a risk here & do something that the
Lord has directed me to do... I want to take a few minutes
and devote them to those of you who are living in the midst
of compromise... Those of you who find yourselves convicted
by Christ’s words... those of you who are trying to straddle
the fence and walk in both kingdoms... And to those of you
who may have jumped the fence and gone over to the other
side...  want to call you home - by the grace of God and to
the glory of God. Listen to these lyrics & take them to heart!

VIDEO: “Clear The Stage”

T/S: Are you willing to “set ablaze” all your idols???
~ ...being fruitful is NOT enough...
~ ...singing, crying, producing... it's not enough!
~ ['ve seen too many “fruitful wolves” in my day...
~ You need to BE FAITHFUL in your fruitfulness!

TEXT: The Parable of the Old & New Treasures (Mt.13:52)

[I. BE The FAITHFUL Kingdom Of God

*** See the bookends of FRUITFUL and FAITHFUL ***

52Then He told them, “For this reason, every scribe

who has been discipled in the kingdom of heaven is

like a homeowner who brings out of his storeroom
new treasures as well as old.”



https://biblehub.com/matthew/13-52.htm

1. Don’t miss the positional & theological context...it's key!
2. Connect back to Jesus’ teachings...
a. Scribes... teachers...
b. Homeowners...
i. Privilege & responsibility
i. “Rock” vs. “sand”
c. Read Paul in Romans 1:1 & Acts 28:23
3. See Scribes “discipled IN” vs. “about” = transformation!
a. Kingdom teachers are kingdom learners! -jor
b. What goes in is typically what comes out.
c. Your behavior reveals your beliefs. -jpp
4. Homeowner's storehouse/treasure = their soil & heart!
5. The Old & New truth & treasure = full, biblical Gospel!
6. NOTE the ending parable = LOVE & personal application
7. See here God’s Passions, Purposes, & Priorities!

T/S: When you personalize this... | pray that you will see
a personal call for you to BE a bit like the old and the new
members of the kingdom of God!

~ Like a Moses & Apostle Paul combo.... OR

~ Like an Esther & a Lydia hybrid...

VIDEO: “He Is No Fool”

CLOSE:
To be clear, The King's true children
live IN His kingdom! .o



If The King does not come OUT...
His kingdom is not with-IN! ..

God’'s Word identifies Christ’s faith-filled,
forever-family by their fruit-filled
and faith-full following!

BEhold... To BE... is literally the basis & beginning of:
~ BElieve
~ BEcome
~ BElong
~ To BE... is at the core & center of “0oBEy”
~ To BE... is the last part of a:
~ wannaBE
~ triBE
~ scriBE
* inscriBE
* prescriBE
* descriBE

To BE... (The kihngdom... The Church)... is to

understand & overwhelmingly-worship and

witness as the fruitful and faithfully-following
family of our Creator and Christ — King Jesus! -

PRAYER

WORSHIP: “I Was Looking For You” & “God, Turn It Around”



Matthew 13:52
Parable of New And Old Treasures

s52Then He told them, “For this reason, every scribe who has been discipled in the
kingdom of heaven is like a homeowner who brings out of his storeroom new treasures
as well as old.”

D.A. Carson on Matthew 13:52

The parable of the teacher of the law (13:52)

52 Interpretations of this difficult verse are legion. It has been variously held
that it refers to scribes who become disciples of the kingdom Jeremias, (Parables, p. 216) or join
the Christian community (Hummel, pp. 17ff.); that Matthew here refers to the way he himself
functions within the community (C.F.D. Moule, “St. Matthew’s Gospel,” Studia Evangelica 2
[1964]: 98f.); that the verse demonstrates the existence of Christian “scribes” or “teachers of
the law” in Matthew’s church, men who exercise much the same role as scribes in Judaism
(Kilpatrick, Origins, p. 111; Strecker, Weg, pp. 37-38; Grundmann), or even that disciples within
Christianity are more important than scribes within Judaism (Manson, Sayings, pp. 198f.); that
each disciple who is able to qualify may present himself as a “teacher of the law” (Lagrange);
that any scribe who understands what has been taught about the kingdom is like the lord of a
house “who handles everything in a carefree manner, who does not save anything and even
uses what is old” (van Tilborg, p. 132; R. Walker, pp. 27-29).

The verse’s parabolic structure must be noted and a
number of exegetical details explored before its meaning can
be grasped or the significance of the introductory “therefore”
rightly perceived.

The “is like” formula (see on v. 24) means “it is with a
teacher of the law who has been instructed about the
kingdom as it is with the owner of a house.”

The problem is
to discern the point of the comparison.



https://biblehub.com/matthew/13-52.htm

The oikodespoteés (“owner of a house”) is a frequent
figure in Jesus’ parables and can stand for God (21:33),
Jesus (10:25), or disciples (24:43).

Very often he is a figure who dispenses wealth in some way (20:1-16; 21:33-43).

so here he brings out of his “storeroom” (same word as
“treasure” in 2:11; 6:19-21; 12:35 [bis]; 13:44, 19:21)
new things and old things.

Why would an owner of a house do this?

Presumably it is not simply to ogle his wealth but for some useful purpose.

The point is that his treasure includes both the
new and the old, and that he can use both.

The point of comparison becomes clearer when we
remember that a grammateus (“scribe”) in Jesus’ day
was not simply a theological interpreter of the Scriptures
capable of rendering Halakic decisions (rules for conduct)
but a teacher (hence NIV’s “teacher of the [aw”; see on
2:4; 8:19).

From this he derived much of his prestige and power (HJP 2:332-34; Trotter); indeed, he
was seen as having esoteric knowledge that could only be passed on to committed initiates (cf.

Jeremiah Jerusalem, pp. 237-40). But Jesus adds a qualifying factor: the
scribe with whom he is concerned mathéteutheis té basileia ton



ouranon (“has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven”).

Whether the verbal form is construed as deponent (“has become a disciple”) or strictly passive
(“has been made a disciple”), it is not at all clear that the dative expression means “about the
kingdom of heaven”; and in the one NT passage with similar construction (27:57), Joseph of

Arimathea had become a disciple of Jesus, not about Jesus. BY analogv the
scribes in this verse have become disciples of the
kingdom of heaven.

If the preceding exegetical observations are correct...

the points of comparison in the
parable are two. The emphasis in the
first part of the verse rests, not on the
supposition that the scribe has been
instructed about the kingdom and
therefore understands, but... that he
has become a disciple of the
kingdom and therefore his
allegiance has been transformed. |1
IS with such a person as with “the
owner of a house”—a discipled
scribe brings out of his storeroom
new things and old.




The thésauros (“storeroom”) so
reqgularly stands for a man'’s “heart,”
Its wedalth and cherished values (see
above; esp. on 12:35), that we must
understand the discipled scribe to
be bringing things out of his heart out
of his understanding, personality,
and very being. What he brings out
are kaina kai palaia, not *new things
as well as old” (NIV]), which suggests
the new things have been added to
the old, but "new things and old
things”—a subtle touch that reminds
the dlert reader that in Matthew the
gospel of the kingdom, though new,
takes precedence over the old
revelation and is its fulfillment (cf.
5:17-20). The new is hot added 1o
the old; there is but one revelation,
and ifs focus is the "new’” that has




fulfilled and thereby renewed the
old, which has thereby become new
(Bonnard). Thus the OT promises of
Messiah and kingdom, as well as OT
law and piety, have found their
fulfilment in Jesus’ person, teaching,
and kingdom; and the scribe who
has become a disciple of the
kingdom now brings out of himself
deep understanding of these things
and theirr franstormed perspective
affecting all life.

sut the order is of great importance.

The parable shows that a discipled scribe
has this understanding, NOT
that understanding generates discipleship.

This conforms perfectly to the chapter’s
structure: the disciples are not defined
as having understanding but are



described as having been given
revelation & understanding
(vv. 11-12).

When the disciples ask for an explanation, they are
given it (vv. 36-43) and thus claim some measure of
understanding (v. 51). “Therefore” (v. 52) a discipled

scribe is like, etc. Discipleship to Jesus, recognition
of the revelation he is and brings, and submission
to the reign he inaugurates and promises are
necessary prerequisites to understanding and
bringing out from oneself the rich treasures of the
kingdom (see further 25:31-46).

sut there is a 2" point of comparison in the parable.

The last one could have been made by stressing discipleship but omitting any reference to

scribes. SCribes were “teachers of the Scriptures.” If
they are likened to the owner of a house who
brings treasures out of his storeroom, the further
implication is unavoidable—they are not bringing
forth things new and old for purely private or
personal reasons but in their capacity as teachers.

Jesus’ disciples claim they have understood
what he has been teaching.



“Therefore,” he responds, discipled
teachers of the Scriptures, if they have
understood, must themselves bring out of
their storeroom the treasures now theirs so
as to teach others . wotten.

This interpretation admirably fits in with

three other Matthean themes.

1. The disciples have a major responsibility in evangelizing and making disciples, both
during Jesus’ ministry (ch. 10) and after his departure (28:18-20).

2. In the latter instance they are told to “disciple” the nations and teach them all Jesus has
commanded them: i.e., the focus of their mission is Jesus and the revelation —the new
“fulfillment” revelation—he has brought.

3. This interpretation, which places some teaching responsibility on the disciples, also fits
the purpose of the parables described in the comments on vv. 12-17, 34-35. Indeed, part of
the reason for private instruction may again be linked to the place of Jesus’ earthly ministry
in redemptive history; for what he tells his disciples in secret they are to proclaim from the
rooftops (10:27).

Jesus explains the parables to his disciples
In private; they are to bring out of their
treasure rooms “new things and old.”

If this interpretation of v. 52 is correct, then though “disciples” in this chapter most
probably refers to the Twelve, they epitomize the church to come. In that event “disciples”
does not refer to a special group of “teachers of the law” within Matthew’s community (see
further on 23:34) but to those who by Matthew’s day were called Christians. Just as they have
been aligned with prophets and righteous men from past ages (e.g., 5:11-12; 10:41), so are
they aligned with “teachers of the law.” In fact, only Jesus’ “disciples” are able to bring forth
new things and old: the Jewish teachers of the law could bring forth only the old.?

1 D. A. Carson, “Matthew,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke, ed.
Frank E. Gaebelein, vol. 8 (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1984), 331-333.
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