
“Holy	Heralding”	
1	Kings	18:17-40	

October	10,	2021	
	
INTRO:	

Ø So…	what’s	next	for	you?		(WHAT???)	
Ø Where	are	you	on	your	life’s	journey?	

o Where	ARE	you?	
o Where’ve	you	BEEN?	
o Where	are	you	heading?		
o What	have	you	learned	so	far?	

Ø I	recommend	you	ask	3	Q’s	&	take	3	action	step:	
o 3	Questions:	

§ FOR	what?	
§ SO	what?	
§ NOW	what?	

o 3	Action-steps:	
§ Define	Reality		
§ Describe	Restoration	
§ Deploy	Reproducers	

	
	
CONTEXT:	

Ø Series:		“Show	And	Tell”	(The	Word	of	God)	
Ø Sermons:	

o Bible	Cloth			 (macro	graphic)	
o Lesson	#25		 (micro	graphic)	
o Today…	 	 1	Kings	18	(micro	&	macro)	

	
Understanding	biblical	prophets…	



Ø Scriptures:	
o 1	Goal:	To	bring	God	glory…	
o 2	Books:	

§ 1st	Kings	
§ 2nd	Kings	

o 3	Pillars:			
§ The	Prophet’s	Passion	
§ The	Prophet’s	Power	
§ The	Prophet’s	Promise	

o 4	Steps:	
§ Hearing:	Respond,	Love,	Listen,	Repeat,	Commit	
§ Humility:	Faithful-Obedience…	No	Matter	What!	
§ Healing:			=	Holy	Hearing	+	Holy	Humility	
§ Heralding:	step	4	of	5	in	practical	HOLINESS	

o 5	People:	
§ Elijah	
§ Ahab	
§ Jezebel	
§ John	the	Baptist	
§ YOU	

	
VIDEO:		“The	Books	of	1st	&	2nd	Kings”	

	
BIG	IDEA:			Holy	heralds	are	the	humbled	and	

healed	who	help	others	hear!	
	

Holiness	has	a	blueprint…	
Holiness	has	a	growth	chart.	

Holiness	has	a	missional	progression!	



1	Kings	16:33	
 33And Ahab made an Asherah. Ahab did more to provoke 
the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger than all the kings of 
Israel who were before him. 
 

Ø PROBLEMS… 
Ø Problem PEOPLE… (ie. bad kings, false prophets, etc.) 
Ø Problems & People who PROVOKE God… 

1	Kings	17:1-7	
Elijah Predicts a Drought 

1Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead (PEON) , said 
to Ahab, “As the LORD, the God of Israel, before whom I 
stand lives (PERSONAL God), there shall be neither dew 
nor rain these years (POWER of God), except by my word. 
(POWER of the Prophet = REPEATING)” 2And the word of 
the LORD came to him: PERSONAL missional 
hearing)  3“Depart from here and turn eastward and hide 
yourself (PARADOXICAL at times) by the brook Cherith, 
which is east of the Jordan (PRECISION in 
PARTICULARS). 4You shall drink from the brook, and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed you there. (PROVIDENTIAL 
SOVEREIGN POWER)” 5 So he went and did according to 
the word of the LORD (PASSIONATE OBEDIENCE). He 
went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the 
Jordan (PROOF in OBEDIENCE). 6And the ravens brought 
him bread and meat (PROOF of SOVEREIGN POWER) in the 
morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank 
from the brook. 7And after a while the brook dried up 
(PROBLEMS ANEW), because there was no rain in the land. 



(1 Kings 17:8ff continue the pattern…) 
	
	

(Listen	&	LEARN	from	the	prophet’s	patterns…	P.P.P.)	
	

1	Kings	18:1…	&	17-40	
Elijah Confronts Ahab 

1After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, 
in the third year, saying, “Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I 
will send rain upon the earth.” 

17When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you 
troubler of Israel?” 18And he answered, “I have not troubled 
Israel, but you have, and your father’s house, because you 
have abandoned the commandments of the LORD and 
followed the Baals. 19Now therefore send and gather all 
Israel to me at Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal 
and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s 
table.” 

The Prophets of Baal Defeated 
20So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered 

the prophets together at Mount Carmel. 21And Elijah came 
near to all the people and said, “How long will you go 
limping between two different opinions? If the LORD is 
God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the 
people did not answer him a word. 22Then Elijah said to the 
people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD, but 
Baal’s prophets are 450 men. 23Let two bulls be given to 
us, and let them choose one bull for themselves and cut it 
in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. And I 



will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and put no 
fire to it. 24And you call upon the name of your god, and I 
will call upon the name of the LORD, and the God who 
answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It 
is well spoken.” 25Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, 
“Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you 
are many, and call upon the name of your god, but put no 
fire to it.” 26And they took the bull that was given them, and 
they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal from 
morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there 
was no voice, and no one answered. And they limped 
around the altar that they had made. 27And at noon Elijah 
mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he 
is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, 
or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28And 
they cried aloud and cut themselves after their custom with 
swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon 
them. 29And as midday passed, they raved on until the time 
of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No 
one answered; no one paid attention. 

30Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” 
And all the people came near to him. And he repaired the 
altar of the LORD that had been thrown down. 31Elijah took 
twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the 
sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, 
saying, “Israel shall be your name,” 32and with the stones 
he built an altar in the name of the LORD. And he made a 
trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs 

of seed. 33And he put the wood in order and cut the bull in 
pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, “Fill four jars 



with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the 
wood.” 34And he said, “Do it a second time.” And they did it 
a second time. And he said, “Do it a third time.” And they did 
it a third time. 35And the water ran around the altar and 
filled the trench also with water. 

36And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah 
the prophet came near and said, “O LORD, God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you 
are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have 
done all these things at your word. 37 Answer me, 
O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that you, 
O LORD, are God, and that You have turned their hearts 
back.” 38Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the 
burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, 
and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39And when 
all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, 
“The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God.” 40And Elijah 
said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of 
them escape.” And they seized them. And Elijah brought 
them down to the brook Kishon and slaughtered them 
there. 
 

 Learn	a	prophet’s	pattern:			Passion,	Power	&	Promise 
	

T/S:	 	 Let’s	start	to	make	this	personal…	

VIDEO:	 “Modern	Mount	Carmel”	
	



Chapter	19	recap…	
Ø Jezebel	threatens…			(NOTE:	“spirit	of	Jezebel”)	
Ø Elijah	fears	&	hides	in	a	cave…	
Ø God	comes	&	speaks	in	a	still	small	voice…	

	
T/S:	 	 Let’s	start	to	make	this	personal…	

VIDEO:	 “Modern	Mount	Carmel”	
	

T/S:	 Enter	the	4th	of	5	people	for	today’s	“life-lesson”	

VIDEO:	 “The	Greatest	Prophet”	
	

	

T/S:	 Let’s	close	by	connecting	YOU…	to	Elijah	&	J.B…	
Ø 2	Timothy	3:16-17	
Ø Acts	1:8	
Ø Mark	16:15	
Ø Matthew	28:18-20	
Ø Titus	2:15	
Ø 2	Peter	1:3…	Philippians	4:13…		
Ø Luke	10:6	
Ø 2	Timothy	2:1-6	
Ø Ephesians	6:10ff	
Ø Sermon	on	the	Mount	(Matthew	5-7)	

	

The	FLOW	



	
	 1	Divine	Design	
	 3	Divisions	(Head,	Heart,	Hands)	
	 5	Disciples	(Lost,	Lover,	Learner,	Leader,	Lifer)	
	 7	Details	(a.k.a.	“The	Fundamentals”)	

	

PREVIEW:
1 Design
3 Divisions
5 Disciples
7 Details

12 Disciplines

24 Distinctives



Ø Foundations	
o God’s	Word	
o God’s	Will	
o God’s	Ways	

Ø Framework	
o Love	God,	Love	People,	Serve	the	World	
o Lost	
o Lover	
o Learner	
o Leader	
o Lifer	

Ø Facts	
o Creator	
o Corruption	
o Christ	
o Church	
o Coming-again	

Ø Fight	
o -10…	Satan	
o 0	=	The	Cross	
o +10…	Christ	

Ø Faith	
o Miracle	
o MESSIAH	
o 	Mission	

Ø Family	
o Up-loving	
o In-loving	
o Out-loving	

Ø Forever:	from	Here	to	either	Heaven	or	Hell	



	 12	Disciplines		(J.E.S.U.S.’S.P.S.W.O.R.D.)	

	
Ø Journaling	
Ø Eat-nothing	(Fast)	
Ø Scripture-intake	
Ø Understudy	of	Scripture	
Ø Stewardship	
Ø Solitude	
Ø Prayer	
Ø Serving	
Ø Worship	
Ø Outreach	
Ø Relationships	
Ø Development	

	

12 Disciplines:
J.E.S.U.S.’S. P. S.W.O.R.D.



	 24	Distinctives	(see	our	BRIDGE	Manifesto)	

	

!
!

One!FAITH.!!!!!!One!FAMILY.!!!!!!!One!FOCUS.!
 

“But you wil l  receive power when the Holy Spirit  comes 
on you, and you wil l  BE My witnesses (locally,  

regionally,  and globally).” !!– Acts 1 :8 
 

!
!

One!Question:! ! What do you want? 
 

One!Offer:! ! ! !!!!!!!!Come and see. 
 

One!Promise:! ! !!!!!!!!Truth in love! 
!

!
!

Our$Truth(in(Love$Distinctives:$$$$$We$are…$
$

1. Responding!to!grace!&!repenting!of!sin…!
2. Trusting!the!Bible!&!obeying!God’s!Word…!
3. Growing!in=Christ!&!living!Spirit=led…!
4. Praying!for!guidance!&!following!by!faith…!
5. Dying!to!self!&!carrying!our!cross…!
6. BE=ing!the!Church!&!loving!one!another…(truly!loving!one!another)!
7. Equipping!the!saints!&!exemplifying!supernatural!unity…!
8. Ministering!as!ambassadors!&!discerning!matters!shrewdly…!!
9. Worshipping!God!vertically!&!experiencing!Him!horizontally…!
10. Proclaiming!the!Gospel!(no)matter)what)!&!fishing!for!men…!
11. Making!discipled=warriors!&!winning!spiritual=warfare…!
12. Loving!our!King!&!serving!His!kingdom!!



CLOSE:	
I	pray	that	you	now	understand	that	God’s	

prophets…	past	&	present…	have	been	created,	
called,	commanded,	&	commissioned	to	share	

God’s	passions,	power,	&	promises	–	ALL	in,	thru,	
and	for	the	glory	of	God	and	the	uplifting	love,	

praise,	and	worship	of	Jesus	The	Christ.	
	
	
You	can’t	love	and	live	what	you	have	not	learned…	

	
	

Biblical	learning	requires	biblical	loving	&	listening!	
	

	
When	we	love,	learn,	&	live	God’s	Word,	God’s	
will,	and	God’s	way(s),	by	definition,	we							

“will	BE	or	are	BE-ing”	a	360	degree,	atomic,	
worshipping-witness	&	holy	herald	(Acts	

1:8)…	all	by	grace	alone,	thru	faith	alone,	in	
Christ	alone,	per	the	Holy	Scriptures	alone,	

and	for	the	glory	of	God	alone!	
	
	
	

Let’s	PRAY!	



	

Was John the Baptist really 
Elijah reincarnated? 

 
 

Matthew 11:7–14 declares, “Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: 
‘What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If 
not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those 
who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. Then what did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one 

about whom it is written: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way before you.” I tell you the truth: Among those born of 
women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he 

who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of 
John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully 

advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John. And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah 

who was to come.’” Here Jesus quotes from Malachi 3:1, where the 
messenger appears to be a prophetic figure who is going to appear. 

According to Malachi 4:5, this messenger is “the prophet Elijah,” whom 
Jesus identifies as John the Baptist. Does this mean that John the Baptist 

was Elijah reincarnated? Not at all. 
 

First, Jesus’ original hearers (and Matthew’s original readers) would never 
have assumed Jesus’ words to refer to reincarnation. Besides, Elijah did not 
die; he was taken to heaven in a whirlwind as he rode in a chariot of fire (2 
Kings 2:11). Arguing for a reincarnation (or a resurrection) of Elijah misses 
that point. If anything, the prophecy of the Elijah “to come” would have 

been viewed as Elijah’s physical return to earth from heaven. 
 
 



 
Second, the Bible is quite clear that John the Baptist is called “Elijah” 

because he came in the “spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke 1:17), not because 
he was Elijah in a literal sense. John the Baptist is the New Testament 

forerunner who points the way to the arrival of the Lord, just as Elijah filled 
that role in the Old Testament (and might again in the future—

see Revelation 11). 
 

Third, Elijah himself appears with Moses at Jesus’ transfiguration after John 
the Baptist’s death. This would not have happened if Elijah had changed his 

identity into that of John (Matthew 17:11–13). 
 

Fourth, Mark 6:14–16 and 8:28 show that both the people and Herod 
distinguished between John the Baptist and Elijah. 

 
Finally, proof that this John the Baptist was not Elijah reincarnated comes 
from John himself. In the first chapter of John the Apostle’s gospel, John 
the Baptist identifies himself as the messenger of Isaiah 40:3, not as the 
Elijah of Malachi 3:1. John the Baptist even goes so far as to specifically 

deny that he was Elijah (John 1:19–23). 
 

John did for Jesus what Elijah was to have done for the coming of the Lord, 
but he was not Elijah reincarnated. Jesus identified John the Baptist as 
Elijah, while John the Baptist rejected that identification. How do we 

reconcile these two teachings? There is a key phrase in Jesus’ identification 
of John the Baptist that must not be overlooked. He says, “If you are willing 
to accept it, he is Elijah.” In other words, John the Baptist’s identification as 

Elijah was not predicated upon his being the actual Elijah, but upon 
people’s response to his role. To those who were willing to believe in Jesus, 
John the Baptist functioned as Elijah, for they believed in Jesus as Lord. To 
the religious leaders who rejected Jesus, John the Baptist did not perform 

this function. 
	


