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Preface to the Anniversary Edition

Modern and postmodern evangelism has aimed at making the gospel sound as easy and
appealing as possible. Jesus’ evangelistic approach was exactly the opposite. He responded to
people's queries about how to gain eternal life by making salvation sound nearly impossible,
see Mark 10:17-27.

For fallen sinners who are trying to save themselves, it is impossible.
As the pressure mounts today to contextualize biblical truth by taming the gospel and
toning it down for a self-centered culture, it is just a new post-modernized version of the no
Lordship gospel. Only this time there is no attempt to defend it from Scripture.

A whole new category, called “carnal Christians” was invented to explain how someone could be
converted to Christ and given eternal life, but left totally unchanged in heart and lifestyle.

The Gospel according to Jesus made one simple point: Jesus proclaimed no such message!

The faith Jesus called sinners to was a repentant, submissive
surrender to the truth, including the truth of his Lordship.

Preface to the 2nd Edition

In Mark 8:34 Jesus summoned the multitudes with his disciples, and said to them, ‘if anyone
wishes to come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”

What does Jesus mean when he says, “Follow Me?” Answer: self-denial, daily death, a
willingness to die to self and serve him. See John 12:24-26 and read Luke 14:25-33.

Some, however, responded eagerly to Christ while neglecting to count the cost. They received no
encouragement from Jesus. Read Luke 9:57-63.

Difficult demands? Impossible in human terms! Yet those are Jesus’ very words, untempered by
any explanation or soothing rationalization.

Our Lord was sounding a note that is missing from much that passes for evangelism today. His
command to “Follow Me!” was a call to surrender to his Lordship.

We preach Christ Jesus as Lord, the apostle Paul wrote in 2nd Corinthians 4:5. “Jdesus is Lord,”
was the core of the early church's confession of faith, the primary nucleus of truth affirmed
by every true Christian, as noted in 1st Corinthians 12:3. “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you
shall be saved,” such are the words of Acts 16:31. Similarly, Romans 10:9 promises that “f you
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved.”



The Lordship of Christ is clearly at the heart of true saving faith!

Nevertheless, many influential voices in contemporary evangelism are preaching that we should
not tell unbelievers they must yield to Christ as Lord. They make the preposterous allegation that
calling the unsaved to surrender to Christ is tantamount to preaching salvation by works.

This anniversary edition includes a new chapter on justification.. | regard this doctrine as the
centerpiece of the gospel.

Preface to the 1st edition.

2 Corinthians 4:5 " We do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord.”

The very essence of God's saving work is the transformation of the will,
resulting in a love for God. Salvation thus establishes the "root"
that will surely produce the fruit.

Some may think | question the genuineness of anyone who is converted to Christ without a full
understanding of his Lordship. That is not the case. No one fully understands all the
implications of the Lordship of Christ. | him, however, equally certain that no one can be saved
who is either unwilling to obey Christ, or is consciously, callously rebellious against his Lordship.

The message of salvation includes a call to surrender to Jesus as Lord. Those who would come to
Christ for salvation must be willing to acquiesce to his sovereign authority.

Those who reject his right to rule cannot expect to lay
claim to him as Savior.
The average person in the pew is confused, having heard two conflicting messages from the same

evangelical camps. It is to those men and women in the pew that | write, for the gospel must be
clearly understood.

| certainly do not advocate a “works salvation.” In no way would | minimize grace or seek to
encourage needless doubts in the minds of those who are genuinely saved. At the same
time, it must be understood, there is no more important issue, then the question of what
gospel we ought to believe and proclaim.

The gospel IS the issue.

| am convinced that our lack of clarity on the most basic matter of all, the gospel, is the greatest
detriment to the work of the church in our day.




Introduction

What is the gospel?

I want to know what God's Word teaches so that | can proclaim it with accuracy and clarity.
| want the doctrine | teach to be purely biblical.

All that really matters is what God's word says!

Most of modern evangelism, both in the form of withessing and preaching, falls far short of
presenting the biblical evangel in a balanced and biblical way.

The gospel in vogue today holds forth a false hope to sinners.

It promises that they can have eternal life, yet continue to live in rebellion against God. It
encourages people to claim Jesus as Savior, yet walit till later to obey him as Lord. Such false
gospels offer false security.

By separating faith from faithfulness, it teaches intellectual assent is
as valid as wholehearted obedience to the truth.

Thus, the good news of Christ has given way to the bad news of an insidious “easy-believism” that
makes no moral demands on the lives of sinners. It is not the same message Jesus proclaimed.

This new gospel has spawned a generation of professing Christians whose behavior is in trouble...
based on the rebellion of the unregenerate. Theirs is a damning false assurance.

The Church's withess to the world has been sacrificed
on the altar of cheap grace!

The promise of eternal life without surrender to divine authority feeds the wretchedness of the
unregenerate heart. And the converts to this new gospel believe their behavior has no
relationship to their spiritual status.

The church of our generation will be remembered chiefly for a series of hideous scandals of
depravity in the lives of some highly visible evangelists & pastors. Most troubling of all is the
painful reality that most Christians continue to view these people as insiders, not as wolves and
false shepherds who have crept in among the flock (cf. Matthew 7:15). Why should we assume
that people who live in an unbroken pattern of deceit are truly born again?

Sadly, professing Christians of this age hear from the beginning that obedience is optional. It
follows logically, then, that someone's one time profession of faith is more valid than the evidence
of that person's ongoing lifestyle in determining whether to embrace him or her as a true believer.



The character of the visible church reveals the detestable consequence of this theology.

What is needed is a re-examination of the gospel. We must go back to the gospel that was
proclaimed by Jesus.

Most people will be surprised to find how radically different the message
of Christ is from what you might have learned in a
personal evangelism seminar.

My purpose in writing this book is to deal with the biblical accounts of Jesus' major evangelistic
encounters and his teaching on the way of salvation. We will explore a series of questions: who is
Jesus? How is he to be identified in the gospel proclamation and received by sinners? What is
saving faith? What occurs in the saving act?

The message we proclaim has eternal consequences. We dare not preach a message that
sows confusion or false hope.

You would do well to read the Galatians 1:6—9. This passage is a curse on anyone who distorts the
gospel of Christ!

Galatians 1:6-9:
iS a sobering warning of eternal damnation to those who
would tamper with the message of salvation and corrupt it
to make a different Gospel. The difference between the
gospel of Christ and any other gospel is the difference
between the blessed and cursed. It is the difference
between the sheep and the goats, the saved and the lost,
the true church and the cult's, the truth versus a lie!

| for one want to understand the fullness of the gospel Jesus taught, so
that | might become a more faithful and effective communicator
of the way of life (cf. Acts 5:20).



Part ONE: Today's Gospel: Good News or Bad?

Chapter 1: What does Jesus mean when He says: “Follow Me!”

“Jesus is Lord.” (1st Corinthians 12:3) that is the single, central, foundational,
and distinguishing article of Christianity. It is also the 1st essential
confession of faith every true Christian must make.

The now pervasive influence of the “no-Lordship” doctrine among evangelicals reflects the
shallowness and spiritual poverty of the contemporary evangelical movement.

It is also one of the main causes of evangelicalism's impoverishment. You cannot remove
Lordship of Christ from THE gospel message without undermining faith at its core. That is
precisely what is happening in the church today.

Jesus’ teaching always kept the issue of His Lordship at the center. He never once shied
away from declaring his authority as sovereign Master. He refused to tone down the
implications of his demand for unconditional surrender. So the true gospel according to Jesus
is a message that cannot be divorced from the reality of his Lordship.

When Jesus called people to follow him, He was not seeking sidekicks or
admirers. He was calling people to yield completely
and unreservedly to His Lordship.

A Word About Words.

The expression most often translated “LORD” in the English New Testament is the Greek word
“kurios.” It speaks of someone who has power, ownership, and an unquestionable right to
command. A nearly synonymous Greek term also translated “LORD” sometimes is “despotes,”
which describes a ruler with absolute power over his subjects. Both words are used in reference to
Christ as LORD in the New Testament. The 4" verse of Jude applies both terms to Jesus!

Both words are extremely powerful. They were part of the vocabulary of the slavery community in
New Testament times. They describe a slave-owner. His subjects are duty-bound to obey their
lord’s directive, not merely because they choose to do so, but because they have no rightful liberty
to do otherwise. Therefore, wherever there was a LORD (kurios) or Master (despote), there
was ALWAYS a slave (doulos).

That explains Jesus’ incredulity at the practice of those who paid homage to Him with their lips but
not with their lives:

“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not do what | say?”- Luke 6:46



The Greek word “doulos” is quite common in the New Testament. It is used 130 times; frequently
as a descriptions of what it means to be a true Christian! Read 1 Corinthians 7:22-23.

“Doulos” is not an ambiguous term. It suggests a very specific concept, which, while repugnant to
our culture, should not be toned down or backed away from. It is the main Greek word that was
used to describe the lowest subject bond slave.

A “doulos” was a person without standing or rights.

Readers of the English Bible translations have long been shielded from the full force of the word
“doulos.” Translators have toned down the literal sense of the word; translating it as “servant,” or
“bond servant,” rather than “slave.”

Service and slavery are NOT the same thing!

Thus, it is extremely unfortunate (and damningly dangerous) that the full impact of the expression
“doulos” has been obscured.

There are at least 6 Greek words for “servant,” and “doulos” is not one of them!

Doulos speaks of “slavery” — pure and simple. It describes someone lacking personal freedom and
personal rights whose very existence is defined by his/her service to another. See Matthew 6:24.

A “servant” gives service to someone...
BUT a “slave” BELONGS to someone!

Scripture repeatedly and emphatically places Christians in the later category:

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 = “Do you not know that... you are not your own?
For you have been bought/purchased with a price.”

2 Peter 2:1 = “We have a Master who has purchased us”

Romans 14:7-9 = the very essence of what it means to be a Christian:
“For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; for if we live,
we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore, whether we
live or die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that
He might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.”

Why Such A Revolting Concept?

The word “slavery” conjures up so much negative imagery and so many strong passions for us that
we instinctively shy away from it...



We are proclaiming a message that is inherently offensive...
see 1 Corinthians 1:22-31 & 2 Corinthians 4:5).

Slavery is distasteful to every sane person.
The idea that Jesus demanded absolute slave-like obedience to His lordship is a particularly

difficult concept for people from contemporary Western cultures to grasp. But that is no reason to
ignore or soft-pedal what Scripture clearly teaches about our duty to submit to Christ as Lord.

Do not forget, slavery was by no means a glamorous institution in 1% century culture either.

Not all slaves were mistreated but many were, and Roman-style slavery was notorious for abuses.

The idea of being a slave was universally loathsome... No one wanted to be anyone’s “doulos.”

Jesus’ portrayal of discipleship as slavery had no more appeal to the
popular tastes or “felt-needs” of His time than it does today.

He was certainly not trying to appeal to a longing for self-esteem or make discipleship look
enticing to the people of Galilee when He spoke about the cost of following Him.
The Problem With A Feel-Good Gospel.

The idea of the Christian as a slave and Christ as Master is almost totally missing from the
vocabulary of contemporary evangelical Christianity.

Modern and post-modern people crave autonomy.

With that said, as the church has become increasingly worldly, the biblical
truth of our duty to him as our absolute LORD has all but disappeared.

The church has reduced all of saving faith and Christian discipleship to a “politically correct” cliché:
“a personal relationship with Jesus.” Sadly, the ambiguity of that phrase reflects the
destructive vagueness with which evangelicals have been mishandling the gospel.

A lot of people (as well as Satan) had/have some kind
of “personal relationship” with Jesus, without
submitting to Him as LORD.

John 15:14 tells us that only His true “friends” did what He said to do...



Consider what this truth would mean for the prosperity gospel and the idea that Christians have the
power to create health, wealth, and material success with their own words; or the market-driven
philosophy of “church-growth,” which promises the fulfillment of felt-needs and the achievement of
personal satisfaction as incentives for responding to Christ; or the elusive quest for a brand of faith
that guarantees “Your Best Life Now”; or the postmodern concept of truth as something we each
get to define for ourselves.

All of these are at odds with the biblical principle & truth that
Christians are slaves — totally subject to the will of another;
namely, Christ, who is their ABSOLUTE Master!

We need to let Scripture speak for itself.

Slavery to Christ is not a minor or secondary feature of true discipleship. This is not merely
symbolic language. It is exactly how Jesus Himself defined the “personal relationship” He must
have with every true follower (see John 12:26 & 15:20). This fact is represented and repeated
throughout the New Testament.

The opening words of several New Testament books include their various author’s own
confessions that they were but a slave of Christ... (see Romans, Philippians, Titus, James, 2
Peter, Jude, and Revelation).

The fundamental aspects of slavery
are the very features of our redemption.

CHOSEN: Ephesians 1:4-5; 1 Peter 1:1, 2:9

BOUGHT: 1 Corinthians 6:20 & 7:23

OWNED: Romans 14:7-9; 1 Corinthians 6:19; Titus 2:14
SUBJECT TO: Acts 5:29; Romans 6:16-19; Philippians 2:5-8
TOTALLY DEPENDENT: 2 Corinthians 9:8-11; Philippians 4:19
CALLED TO ACCOUNT: Romans 14:12

EVALUATED: 2 Corinthians 5:10

CHASTENED or REWARDED: Hebrews 12:5-11 & 1 Corinthians 3:14



What Would Jesus Say?
Jesus frequently drew a direct connection between slavery and discipleship.
In the parables, He often used slavery as the symbol of discipleship.
Matthew 25:21 = “Well done, good and faithful slave...enter into the joy of your master.”

Jesus always described true discipleship in such terms, and He never adjusted His message to
make it sound appealing to worldly minded sinners.

Christ’s preaching and private discourses
were notable for their directness.

Nothing Jesus ever said or taught about the cost of discipleship was ever toned down or pillowed
in soft words.

Jesus was not the least bit encouraging toward people who
wanted to follow Him around just for the food & miracles.
In fact, He did everything possible to discourage people like that (read John 6!). He called only

broken people who were sick of their sin, who understood their hopeless condition, and
who were willing to forsake everything else to be His disciples (Luke 5:32 & 14:33)

Jesus didn’t save the “hard words” for people who were already believers... He said the same
things to unconverted crowds (Luke 14:25-35).

Sometimes Jesus sounded like He was trying to turn away as
many inquirers as possible — and indeed, He DID turn away

multitudes of merely curious and halfhearted admirers.
(Read John 6:66-67)

Jesus demanded that people deny themselves completely.

Jesus required their implicit obedience.

Jesus instructed them to be ready to die for Him.

Jesus called them to let go of ALL their normal priorities — including family, friends, ambitions...

Christ’s followers were to place their entire life under His authority.

Christ’s Lordship was understood to be total and non-negotiable!



Would-be disciples who tried to dictate “different” terms

were always turned away.
(Read Luke 9:59-62)

Not Mere Slaves, But Slaves Who Are Friends.

The key passage on Jesus’ demand for implicit obedience is John 15:14-15: “You are My friends, if
you do what | command you. No longer do | call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his
master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all things that | have heard from My Father | have
made known to you.”

Notice, the fundamental principle this passage begins with: OBEDIENCE. The Lord commands
them, and they are expected to obey. His authority over them was absolute, and their obedience
was to be unequivocal - or else they were NOT His friends.

It is vital to understand that Jesus was not suggesting that obedience “makes” someone His
friend — as if His favor could be earned through service. He was, however, saying that obedience
is a singular proof that someone IS His friend.

Obedience is the natural fruit of genuine love for Him.

Obedience is also, therefore, the tell-tale mark of authentic saving faith.

(An important question needs to be understood and answered)

But then why does Jesus say: “No longer do | call you slaves... | have called you friends”? Is He
expressly telling them their relationship with Him was now a familiar personal camaraderie
between colleagues, rather than a master-slave relationship?

Not at all. Look at the context. First, he expressly indicates that he had called them slaves—
because that is precisely what they were: "doulos," with Him as their uncontested "kurios." That
relationship by definition, cannot change. So Jesus is simply saying that his followers were his
friends as well as his slaves.

Friendship with one's Lord or master does not nullify the authority inherent in the relationship.

This concept of friendship between master and slave was highly unusual. The tension
between slaves and slave owners was usually filled with enmity.

Jesus turned that principle on its head.

Jesus makes his slaves his friends by his love for them.



Christ's total and unqualified submission to the will of the father is precisely the pattern we
are given to follow: read Philippians 2:5-8.

Slavery and true liberty:

Understood correctly, the gospel is an invitation to slavery. When we call people to faith in Christ,
we need to stress that fact in the same way, Jesus did.

Romans 6:18 tells us: having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

1 Peter 2:16 tells us: Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use
it as bond-slaves of God.

There is a glorious freedom in being the slaves of Christ!

“If the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed”— John 8:36. On the other hand, being a
true follower of Christ means the end of human autonomy.

If we want true liberty from sin and all its fruits, it is not a autonomy that we need, but a different
kind of bondage: complete surrender to the Lordship of Christ.

Everyone serves some master:

No one is truly independent and self-governing. We are all enslaved in one way or another. See
Romans 6:16-20.

The Gospel according to Jesus calls sinners to give up their
independence, deny themselves, submit to an alien will, and abandoned
all rights in order to be owned and controlled by the Lord.

There is no legitimate way to adjust the gospel to make it sound appealing
to people who admire Jesus, but are not prepared to serve him.

Jesus never catered to that perspective. Jesus was not seeking admirers; he was calling
followers... not casual followers, but slaves!

That explains why when he encountered people who were unwilling to obey unconditionally, he
discouraged them from following him at all.

Jesus declared his Lordship without hesitation or apology. He made it clear that true faith
in him begins with an unconditional surrender of the sinner's heart.

It is a glorious surrender, and it is the supreme joy of every true
believer's heart to be Christ's slave.



But remove that spirit of submission, and the most profound kind of admiration for Christ is not true
faith at all.

Yielding completely to Christ's Lordship is that vital element of true saving faith, therefore the
proclamation of his Lordship is an absolutely necessary component of the true gospel.

His Lordship dominated his public preaching and teaching:

His Lordship is the unifying idea in the story of redemption, the song of the redeemed, and the
reason for the gospel in the 1st place.

Philippians 2:10-11 states: "...that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, of those who are in
heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father"

Chapter 2: A Look At The Issues

Listen to the typical gospel presentation nowadays... You will hear sinners entreated with words
like: "Accept Jesus Christ as personal Savior; " "Ask Jesus into your heart;" "Invite Christ into your
life;" or, "...make a decision for Christ." It will surprise most people to learn that none of these
directives are based on biblical terminology.

These phrases are the products of a diluted gospel.

It is not the Gospel according to Jesus.

The gospel Jesus proclaimed was a call to discipleship, a call to
follow him in submissive obedience, not just a plea to make a
decision or pray a prayer.

The message of Christ confronted and condemned hypocrisy.

It was an offer of eternal life and forgiveness for repentant sinners, but at the same time to
outwardly religious people, it was a rebuke to those whose lives were devoid of true
righteousness.

It was in every sense, good news,
yet it was anything but "easy-believism."

Jesus taught that the cost of following him is high, that the way is narrow and few find it.



Jesus said many who call him Lord will be forbidden from entering
the kingdom of heaven—Matthew 7:13-23.

Present-day evangelism, ignores those warnings.

The prevailing view of what constitutes saving faith continues to grow broader and shallower, while
Christ becomes fuzzy.

Anyone who claims to be a Christian can find evangelicals willing to accept a profession of faith,
whether or not the person's behavior shows any evidence of commitment to Christ.

The Abandonment of Jesus' Gospel:

Justification without sanctification is a deficient doctrine of salvation.

The impact on the church of such an understanding of salvation without sanctification has
been catastrophic.

Professing Christians have bought into a system that encourages shallow and ineffectual
faith. Many sincerely believe they are saved, but their lives are utterly barren of any
verifying fruit.

If you read Matthew 7:21-23, you will quickly understand that no past
experience—not even doing signs and wonders—can be viewed as
evidence of salvation, apart from a life of obedience.

| fear that multitudes who now fill church pews will be among those turned away on judgment day.

Contemporary Christians have been conditioned to believe that because they said a prayer,
they are saved and should never question their salvation.

It is a widely held misconception that anyone who questions whether he is saved is challenging the
integrity of God's Word. What misqguided thinking that is!

The Bible encourages us to examine ourselves to determine if we are in the faith — 2nd
Corinthians 13:5. Moreover, Peter wrote, “be all the more diligent to make certain about his calling
and choosing you”— 2nd Peter 1:10.

It is right to examine our lives and evaluate the fruit we see there, because each tree is known by
its own fruit-Luke 6:44.

The Bible is absolutely clear, evidence of God's work in a life is the inevitable fruit of
transformed behavior—1st John 3:10.



James 2:14-17 tells us that faith that does not result in righteous living is dead and cannot save.

Professing Christians lacking the fruit of true righteousness will find no
biblical basis for assurance of salvation—1st John 2:4.

Real salvation is not only justification. It cannot be isolated from regeneration, sanctification, and
ultimately glorification.

Salvation is the work of God through which we are conformed to the image of His Son—Romans
8:29 and 13:11.

Genuine assurance comes from seeing the Holy Spirit’s
transforming work in one's life, not from clinging to the
memory of some experience.

Some historical background:

Prior to the last hundred years, no serious theologian would have entertained the notion
that it is possible to be saved, yet see nothing of the outworking of regeneration in one's
lifestyle or behavior.

In 1918 Lewis Chafer wrote a book entitled "He That Is Spiritual," articulating the concept/theory
that 1st Corinthians 2:15-3:3 speaks of 2 classes of Christians:_carnal and spiritual. The doctrine
of spirituality stressed in this book became the basis of a whole new way of looking at the gospel.
Consequently, many people began to draw hard lines of distinction between salvation and
discipleship... between the church and the kingdom... between faith and repentance... and
between the age of law and the age of grace.

The law/grace division in particular has wreaked havoc and contributed to confusion about
salvation. Of course, there is an important distinction to be made between law and grace. But
it is wrong to conclude, that law and grace are mutually exclusive in the program of God.

Clearly, even Old Testament saints were saved by grace through faith—-Romans 4:3, 6-8, 16.
Just as clearly, New Testament saints have a law to fulfill-Galatians 6:2; 1 Cor. 7:19; 9:21.

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost—Luke 19:10. He came to call sinners to repentance—

Matthew 9:13. He came so the world through him might be saved—John 3:17. He proclaimed the
saving Gospel.

His gospel is the only message we are to preach.



Wrongly dividing the Word:
Jesus is both Savior and Lord-Luke 2:11—and no true believer would ever dispute that. While
Savior and Lord our separate offices, we must be careful not to partition them in such a way
that we divide Christ —1st Corinthians 1:13.

Nevertheless, there are some loud voices professing Christ who are putting forth the teaching that
it is possible to reject Christ as Lord, yet receive him as Savior.

We do not make Christ Lord; he is Lord!

Faith that rejects Christ's sovereign authority is really unbelief.

Conversely, acknowledging his Lordship is no more a human work than repentance or faith itself —
see 2nd Timothy 2:25 and Ephesians 2:8-9.

In fact, surrender to Christ is an important aspect of divinely produced saving faith, not
something added to faith.

The two clearest statements on the way of salvation in all of Scripture both emphasize Jesus
Christ's Lordship. Acts 16:31 states: “believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved.” Romans
10:9 is equally clear: “if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you shall be saved.”

No promise of salvation is ever extended to those who refuse Christ's
Lordship. Thus, there is no salvation except Lordship—salvation.

True faith is not lip-service.

Christ pronounced condemnation on those who worship him with their lips but not with their lives...
see Matthew 15:7-9.

Jesus does not become anyone's Savior until that person receives him for who he is—Lord of all!
Read Acts 10:36.

A.W. Tozer said, "the Lord will not save those whom he cannot command. He will not divide
his offices. You cannot believe on a half-Christ."
Faith and true discipleship:

Those who teach that obedience and submission are extraneous to saving faith make a firm but
unbiblical distinction between salvation and discipleship.



This false dichotomy, like that between the carnal—spiritual Christian, sets up two classes of
Christians: “believers—only,” and true disciples.

No (false) distinction has done so much to undermine the authority of Christ's message.
Are we to believe that when Jesus told the multitudes to deny themselves (Luke 14:26), to take up

a cross (14:27), and to forsake ALL and follow Him (14:33)... that His words had no meaning
whatsoever for the unsaved people in the crowd?

The call to Calvary must be recognized for what it is: a call to discipleship
under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

To respond to that call is to become a believer. Anything less is simply unbelief!

The Gospel according to Jesus explicitly and unequivocally rules out easy-believism!

To make all of our Lord’s difficult demands apply only to a higher class of Christian blunts
the force of his entire message. It makes room for a cheap and meaningless faith—a faith that
may be exercised with absolutely no impact on the fleshly life of sin. That is not saving faith.

By Grace through faith:
Salvation is solely by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). That truth is the biblical
watershed for all we teach. But it means nothing if we begin with a miss understanding of
Grace or a faulty definition of faith.

God's grace is not a static attribute whereby He passively accepts hardened, unrepentant sinners.

Grace does not change a persons standing before God, yet leave his character untouched.

Grace does not grant permission to live in the flash; it
supplies power to live in the Spirit.

Faith, like Grace, is not static. Saving faith is more than just understanding the facts and mentally
excepting them. It is inseparable from repentance, surrender, and a supernatural longing to obey.

Those who reject Lordship salvation assume that because Scripture contrasts faith and
works, faith must be incompatible with works. They set faith in opposition to all practical
elements of salvation.

They stumble over the twin truths: salvation is a gift, yet it costs everything

Those ideas our paradoxical, but not mutually exclusive.



Salvation is a qift, but it is appropriated through a faith that goes beyond merely understanding and
assenting to the truth. Demons have that kind of faith—James 2:19.

True believers are characterized by faith that is repulsed by the life of sin.
Drawn to Christ, they are drawn away from everything else.

Repentance, as Jesus characterized it, involves a recognition of one's utter sinfulness and a
turning from self and sin to God — 1st Thessalonians 1:9. It is the inevitable result of God's work in
a human heart. Repentance is much more than a mere change of mind-it involves a
complete change of heart, attitude, interest, and direct should.

Repentance is a conversion in every sense of the word.

The Bible does not recognize conversion that lacks this radical change of direction —
Luke 3:7—8. A true believer cannot remain rebellious-or even in different.

In fact, Scripture often equates faith with obedience: John 3:36; Romans 1:5; 16:26; 2nd
Thessalonians 1:8; Hebrews 11:8. That is the heart of the message of Hebrews 11, the hall of
fame of faith.

Faith and works are not incompatible. God brings us to faith, then enables and empowers
us to believe unto obedience (Romans 16:26 & Ephesians 2:10).

Read Ephesians 2:8-9 and then, having understood though role of Grace, read verse 10. It
becomes clear that no one is saved by works, yet every one who is saved, is saved for works.

We must remember above all that salvation is a sovereign work of God.

Works are not necessary to earn salvation. But true salvation will not fail
to produce the good works that are it's fruit—-Matthew 7:17.

No aspect of salvation is merited by human works. It is all the work of God—Titus 3:5—7. Thus,
salvation can not be defective in any dimension.

As a part of his saving work, God will produce repentance, faith, sanctification, obedience, and
ultimately glorification. Since he is not dependent on human effort in producing those elements, an
experience that lacks any of them cannot be the saving work of God.

If we are truly born of God, we have a faith that cannot fail to overcome the world—1st John 5:4.

We may sin—1st John 2:1—we will sin—but the process of sanctification can never stall completely.

God is at work in us—Philippians 2:13—and He will continue to perfect us until the day of Christ—
Philippians 1:6; 1st Thessalonians 5:23-24.



Part 2: Jesus Heralds His Gospel

Chapter 3: He Calls For A New Birth

Not everyone who claims to be a Christian really is. Unbelievers do make
false professions of faith in Christ.

People who are not truly Christians can be deceived into thinking they are.

The cheap grace and easy faith of a distorted gospel are ruining
the purity of the church.

Modern-day Evangelicalism is embracing those whose doctrine is suspect or whose behavior
indicates a heart in rebellion against the things of God.

From the first time Jesus began to minister publicly he rejected quick, easy, or shallow responses.
Jesus turned away far more prospects then he won, refusing to proclaim a message that
would give anyone a false hope.

His words, always tailored to the individual's needs, never failed to puncture the inquirer’s self
righteousness, unveil wrong motives, or warn of false faith and shallow commitment.

Christ's meeting with Nicodemus in John 3 is an example of this. Far from encouraging
Nicodemus, Jesus, who knew the unbelief and self-righteousness of Nicodemus's heart, dealt with
him as an unbeliever.

Jesus did not offer this self righteous Pharisee a message of easy-believism.

Nicodemus stands as an illustration of in adequate faith. His mind
accepted to some extent the truth of Christ, but his heart was
unregenerate.

Our Lords strategy in witnessing was always frank, direct, and to the point. He took the
confrontational approach in his encounters.

The futility of religion:

The Pharisees were hyper legalists who externalized religion. The Pharisees were the very
epitome of all who pursue a form of godliness with no reality—2nd Timothy 3:5. They were
fanatically religious. They held to more than 600 laws, many of which were simply their own
inventions.




Nicodemus had always believed that salvation was to be earned by good works. He probably
even expected Christ to commend him for his strict legalism! Instead, Jesus confronted him with
the futility of his religion.

Nicodemus's reply has often been misunderstood: how can a man be born when he is old?
Nicodemus was not speaking in literal terms, give him credit for a little common sense. A teacher
himself, Nicodemus understood the rabbinical method of using figurative language to teach
spiritual truth. He was really saying, | can't start all over. It's too late. I've gone too far in my
religious system to start over. There is no hope for me if | must begin from the beginning.

Jesus was demanding that Nicodemus forsake everything he stood for, and Nicodemus knew it.

Christ was challenging him with the most difficult demand he could make.
To call him to a spiritual rebirth was asking him to turn away from everything he was committed to.

Jesus was saying to Nicodemus, law and religious rituals cannot give eternal life.

The unity of revelation:

Nicodemus's next question revealed the turmoil in his heart: how can these things be? He simply
couldn't believe what he was hearing.

Jesus answered and said to him, are you the teacher of Israel and do not understand these things?
That rebuke completely silenced Nicodemus. He made no further response.

Nicodemus seems to have ultimately become a believer—if not here, at some later date. After the
crucifixion it was he, along with Joseph, who claimed the body of Christ and prepared it for burial—
John 19:38-39.

The silence of Nicodemus is understandable. Jesus challenged his aptitude as a spiritual
leader which was a devastating put down. The Lords use of the definite article indicates

that Nicodemus had a reputation as the preeminent teacher and all of Israel.

Christ's rebuke, however, insinuated that he really understood very little of the truth of the
Scriptures.

Jesus' challenge also made an important doctrinal point. The clear implication is that the
Old Testament plainly taught the way of salvation — 2nd Timothy 3:15.

There is perfect unity in God's Word, and the way of salvation revealed in
the Old Testament was the same as salvation after
Christ's work on the cross.



Salvation was never a reward for human works; it has always been a gift of grace for
repentant sinners, made possible by the work of Christ.

In the Old Testament, salvation was not a payoff for those who observe the law; it was a gift to
those who humbly and by faith sought redemption from their sin. Yet it always meant a new start, a
rebirth, a turning point from sin to God. Read Isaiah 1:16—18.

The central theme of the Old Testament is redemption by grace.

Incredibly, the Pharisees entirely missed it. In their rigid emphasis on religious works, they
deemphasized the truth of God's grace and forgiveness to sinners. They stressed obedience to
law, not conversion to the Lord, as the way to gain eternal life. They were so busy trying to earn
righteousness that they neglected the marvelous truth of Habakkuk 2:4 — “the righteous will live
by his faith.” They looked to Abraham as their father but overlooked the key lesson of his life,
read Genesis 15:6— “he believed in the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.”

The Pharisees anticipated the coming of their Messiah, but closed their eyes to the fact that he
would come to die as a sacrifice for sin (Isaiah 53:4-9).

The Pharisees missed the most basic lesson of God's law: that they themselves were
sinners in need of redemption.

People have always stumbled over the simplicity of salvation.

That is why there are so many cults. Each one has a unique slant on the doctrine of salvation.
Each one corrupts the simplicity of the gospel revealed in God's Word. See 2nd Corinthians 11:3.
Every other false gospel calls for salvation by human works.

All forms of false religion are alike in that they advocate self righteous
achievement as the way to God.

The Bible disproves them all. Its message is simply that God graciously saves repentant
sinners who come to him in faith.

The gospel is not a secret and it is not complex.

The Necessity of Regeneration:

Nicodemus had fallen short. Jesus did not mask the truth or try to make it palatable.
Nicodemus was nurturing a great sin... the sin of unbelief.

Unbelief always begets ignorance. Nicodemus claimed he didn't understand.

Jesus wanted him to know that faith comes before full understanding. Read 1st Corinthians 2:14.




Spiritual truth does not register in the mind of one who does not believe...

Unbelief understands nothing.

Nicodemus had come to Jesus with a smug profession of faith. Jesus responded by letting him
know that he did not know the very basics about salvation.

Like most religious unbelievers, Nicodemus did not want to confess that he was a helpless
sinner. He thought of himself as a great spiritual leader.

Jesus had just reduced Nicodemus to nothing.

Jesus is not just a teacher sent by God; he is in fact God in human flesh. We either accept
what He says, or we are left with our sin.

Jesus said: you must be born again. Regeneration is an absolute necessity. No one—not even the
most religious Pharisee—is exempt from the divine call to a new birth.

Thus, we have the starting point of the Gospel according to Jesus: salvation is impossible apart
from divinely gifted regeneration.

The Reality of Redemption:

Jesus lovingly and graciously explained to Nicodemus the new birth and all its simplicity.

The issue is simply faith in the divine offer.

A careful study of Numbers chapter 21 reveals that Jesus was not painting a picture of easy faith.
He was showing Nicodemus the necessity of repentance. Jesus was showing Nicodemus that
he must identify with the sinning, rebellious Israelites.

The issue was sin. Jesus was challenging this great teacher of the law to acknowledge that he had
been bitten by the great serpent, Satan, and to come to the Lord for salvation.

Far from giving Nicodemus and illustration of the ease of belief, our Lord
established that Nicodemus must acknowledge his sinfulness and repent.

The illustration of the bronze serpent also pictured Jesus' death as the price for salvation. Just as
Moses lifted up that serpent, so the Son of Man would be lifted up on a pole—the cross of
crucifixion. The word "must" in verse 14 is significant; Christ had to die. Hebrews 9:22 tells us:
without shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness. God's sacrificial system demanded a blood
atonement, for the wages of sin is death.



Someone must die to pay the price of sin.

That truth leads into the most familiar and magnificent statement in all of Scripture: “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believes in him should not
perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

What does it mean to obey Christ?

Real faith has at its heart, a willingness to obey.

Verse 20 and 21 say: everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest
his deeds should be exposed. But he who practices the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may
be manifested as having been wrought in God.

Verse 36 goes even further, equating disobedience with unbelief.
Thus, the test of true faith is this: does it produce obedience?

Faith that does not produce obedience is not saving faith.

Disobedience is unbelief.

Real faith obeys.

Chapter 4: He Demands True Worship

John chapter 4 contains one of the most familiar and beautiful conversations in all of Scripture.
Here our Lord offers salvation to an outcast woman. Those who oppose lordship salvation often
point to this account as proof that salvation is a gift apart from any demand of the sinners life.

Many skeptics point to this passage and say that Jesus made no mention of sin's wages,
repentance, faith, atonement, his death for sin, or his resurrection.

Are we to conclude then, that those are not indispensable elements of the gospel? Certainly not.
Unlike Nicodemus, she was no theologian, but her heart was ready to acknowledge her sin

and embrace Christ. His message to her was meant to draw her to himself, not to provide a
comprehensive gospel outline intended to be normative for every episode of personal evangelism.

This encounter is not primarily the tale of a Samaritan woman. Rather, this is the account of
Jesus' self revelation as Messiah.



Jesus chose to tell this unknown woman of Samaria before he revealed his identity to anybody
else. Why would he reveal it first to an obscure, adulterous woman? Certainly he intended to
demonstrate that the gospel was for the whole world, not just the Hebrew race, and that his
ministry was to poor outcasts as well as the religious elite.

We are told only the barest essentials of the Lord's conversation with the woman. Scripture reveals
nothing specific about her thoughts or emotions. In fact, although we assume she embraced Christ
as Messiah and became a believer, even that is not explicitly stated in the text. We make that
judgment on the basis of her behavior... that she ran to tell others about him, and they believe.

As the master evangelist, Jesus directed the conversation, taking her from a simple comment
about drinking water twit revelation that He is the Messiah. Along the way, He skillfully avoids her
attempts to control the conversation, change the subject, and ask irrelevant questions.

5 lessons standout as critical truths to be emphasized in presenting the way of salvation:

1: The Lesson of the Well: Christ Came to Seek & Save the Lost

The more people came to see Jesus, the more uncomfortable the religious leaders appear from
this point on in the ministry of Christ, his running battle with the Pharisees is a constant theme.

Notice, that by journeying through Samaria, our Lord was displaying his love for sinners. Samaria
had essentially become a separate nation, viewed by the Jews as more abhorrent then the
Gentiles. By traveling through Samaria, our Lord was shattering age old barriers.

Jesus was at the appointed place, in God's timing, determined to do God's will. He was there to
seek and to save a single pathetic, wretched woman.

2: The Lesson of the Woman: God is No Respecter of Persons

This woman was a moral outcast, ostracized from society. In that culture, men did not speak
publicly with women—even their wives. Furthermore, Jesus had shattered the racial barrier..

Jesus was not ashamed to take a drink from the vessel of a woman for whom he had come to die.

Nobody was/is beyond the reach of his divine love.

3: The Lesson of the Water: Everyone Who Thirsts May Come

Jesus turned the situation around and began to speak to the woman as if she were the thirsty one
and he had the water. He declared that she needed a drink from his fountain. The issue was no
longer his physical thirst, but her spiritual need.

He was offering living water for her dry soul.



The offer of living water is not just for religious people like Nicodemus—
everyone who thirsts is invited to drink deeply of the living water.

Jesus never sanctioned any form of cheap grace. He was not offering eternal life as an add-on

to a life cluttered with unconfessed sin.

4: The Lesson of True Worship: Now is the Acceptable Time

Jesus confronted her with her real need—forgiveness.

The “where” of worship is not really the issue; it is Who, when, and how that really counts.
True worship occurs not on a mountain or in a Temple, but in the inner person.

It is significant that Jesus used the expression "true worshipers" to refer to the body of redeemed
people.

All who are saved are true worshipers.

There is no possibility of being saved and yet not worshiping God
in spirit and truth.

When Jesus said the Father was seeking true worshipers, it was more than a statement of fact. It
was a personal invitation to the Samaritan woman. Do not miss the importance of that invitation. It
rejects the notion that Jesus was offering eternal life without making any demand for a spiritual
commitment.

The call to worship the Father in Spirit and in truth was a clear summons to the deepest and most
comprehensive kind of spiritual submission.

5: The Lesson of the Witness: This Man Receives Sinners

The woman at the well evidenced all the characteristics of genuine conversion. She had
sensed her need, she had confessed her guilt, she recognized Jesus as Messiah, and now
she was showing the fruit of her transformed life by bringing other people to him.

It is significant that her first impulse as a new believer was to go and tell others about Christ.

The desire to proclaim one's faith is a common experience of new believers. In fact, some of the
most zealous witnesses for Christ our brand-new believers.

Jesus had given her a drink of the water of life, and she had begun to worship God in spirit
and truth.



She didn't need to conceal her guilt anymore; she was forgiven.

The Samaritan woman told the men of her town: “he is the Messiah, but he receives sinners!”
What had been repugnant to the scribes and Pharisees, was good news to the Samaritans
because they were willing to admit they were sinners.

In Matthew 9:13 Jesus said, / did not come to call the righteous, but sinners. Those who refused
to it knowledge their sin found him to be a judge, not a savior. He never gave such people
any encouragement, any comfort, or any reason to hope.

God seeks people who will submit themselves to worship him in spirit and
in truth. That kind of worship is impossible for those
sheltering sin in their lives.

Those who confess and forsake their sin, on the other hand, will find a
Savior eager to receive them, forgive them,
and liberate them from their sin.

Revelation 22:17 states: "let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of
life without cost.”

While living water is free, it is not cheap!

The Savior himself paid the ultimate price so that thirsty, repentant seekers can drink as deeply as
they like.

Chapter 5: He Receives Sinners But Refuses the Righteous

Sadly, churches are teeming with people who,
claiming to be born again, live like pagans.

Multitudes declare that they trust Christ as Savior, while indulging in lifestyles that are
plainly inconsistent with God's Word — yet no one dares to challenge their testimony.

It is hard for me to understand how someone who teaches the Bible can assume that a man living
in open rebellion and against God's standards is a Christian merely because he claims to be.



Coming to grips with sin:

We tell people that God loves them and has a wonderful plan for their lives,
but that is only half the truth.

God also hates sin and will punish unrepentant sinners with eternal torment.

No Gospel presentation is complete if it avoids or conceals that truth.

Any message that fails to define and confront the severity of personal sin
is a deficient Gospel.

Any salvation that does not alter a lifestyle of sin
and transform the heart of the sinner
is not the salvation that God's Word speaks of.

Sin is no peripheral issue as far as salvation is concerned; it is the issue!

In fact, the distinctive element of the Christian message is the power of Jesus Christ
to forgive and conquer our sin.

This truth is the heart and the very lifeblood of the Christian message. No message that
excludes it is truly representing the Gospel according to Jesus.

It is absurd to suggest a person can be saved without also coming to grips with sin and longing to
turn from it.

In the Bible, those who met God were invariably confronted with an overwhelming sense of
their own sinfulness. Read the following passages: Luke 5: 8; 1st Timothy 1:15; Job 1: 1, 8 &
42:6; and Isaiah 6:5.

Matthew 9:9 records one of the most important statements ever recorded in the Bible, the Lord
says, “l did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” This is a summary of the message of
Christianity, a close-up of the nucleus of the gospel, and the basis behind the incarnation of Christ.

Why did Jesus come into the world? To call sinners.

Jesus came to call sinners, those who are broken, those whose lives are shattered, those
who are desperate — sinners who know they are unworthy, yet longing to be forgiven.

Jesus was aiming his words at the self-righteous Pharisees and others who thought they were
without any real spiritual need. The truth is that unless people realize they have a sin problem, they
will not come to Christ for a solution.




People do not come for healing unless they know they have a disease; they do not
come for life unless they are conscious that they are under the penalty of death; they
do not come for salvation unless they are weary of the bondage of sin.

Consequently, Jesus came to expose us all as sinners.

Receiving sinners:

When you read about Matthew’s conversion, you realize that Jesus only spoke 2 words to him:
“Follow me!” and Matthew obeyed. Luke 5:28 adds: “and Matthew left everything behind.”
Matthew forsook all to follow Christ. Matthew was too humble to say that about himself, but Luke
did. Matthew’s humility speaks volumes about the nature of his conversion.

Matthew paid a great price, perhaps a higher price than any of the other disciples. A fisherman
who followed Jesus could always go back to fishing. But a tax collector who left his station was
finished, because the next day Rome would have someone else to take his place.

Matthew forsook everything... immediately!

Matthew turned his back on it all, forsaking everything he had.

Matthew was a major sinner, and everyone knew it. He was a tax collector. He made his
living by squeezing tax money out of his own people. Tax collectors would buy franchises from
Rome. By buying into the Roman system, Matthew had revealed himself as a traitor to Israel.
Nothing in the mind of the Jewish people was more offensive. He established his reputation as the
worst kind of turncoat, heretic, and renegade.

Rome required each tax collector to send in a certain amount of taxes. Anything they acquired over
that amount they could keep. A shrewd tax collector could amass a huge fortune in very little time—
all at the expense of his own oppressed brothers.

Tax collectors were so despised by the Jews that they were barred from the synagogues. They
were regarded as unclean beasts, treated like swine.

The Jewish religion said it was impossible for a man in Matthew's position to repent. Can
you imagine the gasps from the crowd when Jesus stopped before Matthew and said, "Follow me!"

Matthew must've been a man under conviction.

Deep down in his heart he must have longed
to be free from his life of sin.



Eating with tax gatherers and sinners:
Matthew decided to have a banquet to introduce Jesus to his friends. Like most new believers,
he wanted to bring everyone he knew to Christ. The only people Matthew knew were wretched
sinners, because no one else would associate with him.

The “respectable” people despised Matthew.

Churchy religious types would say, Jesus shouldn't go to a banquet with people like
Matthew. Yet, Matthew 11:19 indicates that Jesus was known among the people as
a friend of tax collectors and sinners. Jesus exposed the Pharisees as pious critics
who freely defined others as sinners but were utterly indifferent to their own plight.

Jesus used Scripture to blast the Pharisees pride when He told them to go and learn. This phrase
was used by rabbis to reprove their students who were ignorant about something they should have
known.

Jesus was quoting Hosea 6:6, reprimanding the Pharisees by telling them that God is not

concerned with the ritual and ceremony, but with compassion, mercy, and loving-kindness, which
is another way to say “Christian character.”

The Pharisees, good at ritual, had no love for sinners.

Psalm 51:16-17 point to a broken and contrite heart... When the heart was not right, the ritual
was an abomination.

God is never pleased with forms of religion
apart from personal righteousness.

Notice that Luke 18:9 describes the Pharisees as: “certain ones who trusted in themselves that
they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt.”

This is the theme of the Gospel according to Jesus: He came to call sinners to repentance.

Until people have been brought to see that they are sinners, until they feel the weight of sin and
long to be rid of it, the Lord will not give them salvation.

Refusing the righteous:

God receives sinners. God refuses the righteous.

Not that there are any truly righteous people, but those who think they are good enough — those
who do not understand the seriousness of sin — cannot respond to the gospel.




They cannot be saved, for the gospel is a call to sinners to repent and be forgiven.

The unmistakable message is that Christ's gracious call to salvation is not
extended to those who view themselves as righteous.

The Gospel according to Jesus is first of all
a mandate for repentance.

From the beginning of Jesus' ministry, the heart of his message was a call to repentance.

In fact, when our Lord first begin to preach, the opening word of his message was: "Repent"
(Matthew 4:17).

It was also the 1st word of John the Baptist's message (Matthew 3:2) and the basis of the
gospel the apostles preached (Acts 3:9; 20:21; 26:20).

No one who neglects to call sinners to repentance is preaching the Gospel according to Jesus.

A few years ago, a nationally known preacher redefined sin as nothing more than a poor self
image. The way to reach people, he said, is to bolster their self-esteem, not to make them think of
themselves as sinful. There is no gospel in a message like that! Rather than bringing people to
salvation, it confirms them in their self condemning vanity of their own egos.

The truth of the gospel according to Jesus is that the only ones who are eligible for
salvation are those who realize they are sinners and are willing to repent.

Christ's call is extended only to sinners who in desperation realize their need and desire
transformation.

To those who are unwilling to admit their sin, He has nothing to say—
except to pronounce judgment.

Chapter 6: He Opens Blind Eyes

Those who argue against Lordship salvation have a tendency to identify the object of faith as a
basic set of biblical facts. To them, the gospel is largely an academic issue, doctrinal data about
Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. Trusting those things alone constitutes saving faith, or so
they say. Everything else is peripheral to them. Any talk of obedience, submission, or Jesus’
right to rule is refuted as adding to the gospel.

So informing an unbeliever that the Savior has the right to be sovereign over his or her life is
challenged as extra doctrine added to the gospel.... | reject that.



A cultist who denies the deity of Christ could wholeheartedly affirm the truths shared in Scripture,
(see 1 Corinthians 15:3—4), but that does not make the person a true believer. Anyone who
rejects the Savior's right to be sovereign, is an unbeliever, no matter what other points of
doctrine he or she might accept.

True faith embraces not only the data of the gospel, but the person of Christ as well.
True faith comprehends not merely the truth that Jesus died and rose again, but also the

corresponding implication: that He did this to deliver us from our sins in order to be the
sovereign Master of our lives—see Romans 14:9.

The gospel is not a sterile set of facts.

The gospel calls for more then the surrender of the mind, the gospel calls for the full
surrender of the heart, soul, mind, and strength. Read Mark 12:30.

The Gospel’s work is not to make a theologian of a heathen, but to open
the eyes of the spiritually blind.

The physical miracle:

The man in John 9 was born blind. There was no way for skeptics to dismiss this miracle. This
man's blindness was a birth defect — such is the case with the sin of the human race.

We might expect the witnesses to this healing to say: “that settles it! This must be the Christ.” But
they didn't. They were locked into unbelief. Instead, this incident became a turning point in the
ministry of Christ. From here on, He began to withdraw from the Jewish crowds and their
unbelieving leaders. Instead, He turned his attention to the Gentiles.

Note carefully the setting in which the miracle took place. At the end of John 8, Jesus was engaged
in a toe to toe confrontation with the religious leaders, where He made a dramatic proclamation of
his deity: “before Abraham was born, | AM”. The next verse says the Jews were so angry that
they tried to stone him...

John 9 picks up the narrative just as Jesus left the Temple. Although our Lord's life was in
danger, Jesus stopped to deal with this blind man. The man was a beggar. Yet he did not
initiate contact with Jesus. He did not ask Jesus to heal him.

Instead, God's grace had chosen him to receive a miracle.

The disciples raised an interesting theological question: “Who sinned, this man or his parents, that
he should be born blind?” Those were the only 2 options they could see. That was standard
teaching in their time. The common assumption was that suffering and illness were always
traceable to an individual specific sin.



Jesus simply answered: “Neither.” Jesus said, it was in order that the works of God might be
displayed in him.

The blind man was a miracle waiting to happen!

Without even speaking to him, Jesus spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied
the clay to his eyes. Notice, we cannot attribute any special significance to the method Jesus used
to heal this man. Jesus told him simply, go, washing the pool.

The blind man responded with unquestioning obedience.

Through his act of obedience, God opened the man's physical eyes. Thus the man began a pattern
of response to Christ that would culminate in his seeing spiritually.

The Inquisition:

The miracle stirred up an extraordinary furor. The people were perplexed. This was very hard
to believe! No one had ever withnessed a miracle like this.

Noticed the man's theological naiveté. The crowd wanted an explanation, but all he could provide
was a reciting of the events. He was unsure of who Jesus was, did not know where he was, and
had no logical theological explanation for what had happened to him.

Suddenly the story turns nasty. When the blind man told the Pharisees, they were indignant.

Jesus had violated their Sabbath tradition.

It makes a pathetic picture - legalistic, unbelieving zealots, groping around
trying to investigate a miracle without the capacity to see or believe it.

What a contrast! The beggar, void of any theological explanation or rationale for what had
happened, simply rejoiced in what Jesus had done.

The Pharisees, fat with theological information, wanted only to deny what had obviously
happened, because they could not harmonize it with their predetermined system. Frantic in
their passion to disprove the validity of the miracle, the Pharisees sought out the man's parents.
The parents dodged the question. They were afraid of the Pharisees, who had threatened to put
anyone out of the synagogue who affirmed that Jesus was the Christ. Excommunication was a
terrible thing. The synagogue was the center of the Jewish community. Those who were
excommunicated became total outcasts. And when they died, they were given no funeral.

These Pharisees where militant unbelievers.




Still, exposed to all the evidence, unbelief always remains resolute. Their minds were made up,
and they were not going to be confused by the facts.

The blind man's second response was a bit sarcastic: “... Whether he is a sinner, | do not know;
one thing I do know, though | was blind, now | see!”

And what response did the Pharisees have for that? None. It is hard to argue against the
simplicity of the obvious.

The calm, simple, response of the blind man vanquished their attack. Clearly, he was in control of
this debate. As the Pharisees became more and more antagonistic, he became more and more
convinced that Jesus was from God!

The more they challenged him, the clearer his testimony became.

Finally, when the Pharisees had no more to say, they turned to mockery and put him out. That
means they threw him out of the building and excommunicated him from the synagogue.

Thus, this once blind beggar became the 1st person recorded in Scripture to be put out of
the synagogue for Christ's sake. This incident began the breach that finally resulted in the
separation of the church and Israel.

The Pharisees Inquisition was over. Their unbelief was hardened,
vicious, and determined.

Meanwhile, the beggar’s faith was still incomplete.

Notice, he had responded positively to Christ, even defended him against the Pharisees.
But he was as of yet unregenerate.

His physical eyes were healed,
but his spiritual blindness still needed to be removed.

The spiritual miracle:

When Jesus heard that the man had been put out of the synagogue, he sought him out. Again, the
Lord made the overture; the beggar did not come looking for him.

This episode illustrates perfectly the working of divine sovereignty.
Salvation always results because God first pursues sinners.



In John 15:16, Jesus said to his disciples: “you do not choose Me, but | choose you, and
appointed you.” Luke 19:10 says: “the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was
lost.”

Christ is always the seeking Savior.

His divine initiative made redemption possible, it is through his initiative that individuals are sought
out and saved.

No one seeks God unless God has first sought that person (Romans 3:11).
A blind man has no capacity to give himself sight.

Here is an important point. The blind man did not gain his sight because he was exposed to the
light.

No amount of light effects blindness.

Teaching theology to a heathen will not bring him to faith in Christ.

He may learn the church vocabulary and verbally affirm the truth. He may even intellectually accept
a list of gospel facts. But without a divine miracle to open his blind eyes and give him a new heart,
he will only be a theologically informed pagan, not a Christian.

If, on the other hand, salvation is truly a work of God, it cannot be deficient. It cannot fail to impact
an individual's behavior. It cannot leave his desires unchanged or his conduct on altered.

Salvation cannot result in a fruitless life.

Obviously God had begun to work in this blind man's heart. He stood up for Christ before the
Pharisees and paid a great price for it. Though he did not yet know the fullness of who Christ
was, he was totally committed to him.

Christ asked him, do you believe in the Son of Man? The beggar was willing and responsive. His
heart was completely open: “Who is he Lord, the blind man asked, that | may believe in him?” His
confidence in Jesus was such that he would have responded immediately to anyone Jesus pointed
out as the Son of Man. Now contrast his attitude with that of the Pharisees, who thought
they knew it all.

The Pharisees were learned but their hearts were blinded
by willful unbelief.

Faith is the necessary complement to the sovereignty of God.



Though divine initiative is ultimately responsible for redemption, there will
still be on our part the submissive response of personal faith in Jesus Christ.

This blind man's simple response of faith is instructive. He said in verse 37 & 38: “Lord, | believe.”
He did not hesitate. He did not ask for proof. Christ had given sight to his spiritual eyes. And
the moment they were open, he saw Christ and responded to him in faith.

Like the physical healing, this was a divine miracle.

When someone understands the truth about Christ,
it is always a divine miracle.

When Christ opens the eyes of a soul, suddenly truth becomes recognizable. Spiritual sight is a gift
from God that makes one willing and able to believe.

Verse 38 says: “..the man worshiped Jesus.” He fell on his knees right there and worshiped. It is a
beautiful climax to the story. It was not a question of making Christ is Lord; when the scales fell
off his spiritual eyes, he saw Jesus for who He really was, and the only possible response
was to sink to his knees.

It is a tragic thing to be spiritually blind, but it is more tragic still to be blind and not know it.
These Pharisees thought they could see. After all, in terms of theological knowledge, they were far
beyond this beggar. But unlike him, they had never had the blindness removed from their
spiritual eyes.

They knew doctrine, but they could not recognize the Messiah.

The result of spiritual sight is a surrendered, worshiping heart.
The result of spiritual blindness is more blindness, more sin, and ultimately certain doom.

The only hope for those lost in the darkness of spiritual blindness is a miracle of God to
open their eyes. That is what God does through his Spirit in salvation—1st Corinthians 2:9-10.

Those who would be saved do not require in-depth theological instruction
to know that Christ is Lord and that they should obey him; the truth
becomes self-evident when their spiritual blindness is removed.

Salvation is a supernatural, divine transformation.

The believing person will see Christ for who He is — sovereign Lord of all —
and that revelation will inevitably provoke worship, adoration,
and a heart that desires to do the will of God.



None of that is the result of theological tutoring; it is the work of God's
Holy Spirit in the heart of the redeemed.

Chapter 7: Key Challenges & An Eager Seeker

Many years ago a man surprised me by asking: “Do you know how | could have a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ?” | said: “Yes, you simply believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and accept
him as your Savior.” | explained that Jesus had died and risen again so that we might have eternal
life. | told him all he needed to do was receive Christ as his personal Savior. He said, I'd like to do
that. So | led him in a prayer and he asked the Lord to be his Savior. Later that month | baptized
him. | was eager to follow up and disciple him. After a short time, however, he broke off contact
with me. Sometime later | discovered that he had no continuing interest in the things of Christ.

What happened? Why is the above such a common experience?

It is relatively easy to get people to profess faith. Getting them to follow the Lord is a much
more frustrating experience. All of us have known converts who never really follow the Lord. Why?

| really did not understand until | studied the count of the rich young ruler in Matthew 19. If there
was ever a place to look for a straightforward presentation of the Gospel according to Jesus,
we would expect it here.

What we find is a startling discourse: (Read Matthew 19:16-22).

If we could condense the truth of this entire passage into a single statement, it would be Luke
14:33 — “so therefore, no one of you can be my disciple who does not give up all his own
possessions.”

Our Lord gave this young man a test. He had to choose
between his possessions and Jesus Christ.

He failed the test.

He failed the test because he was unwilling to turn from what else he loved most, he could
not be a disciple of Christ.

Salvation is only for those more willing to give Christ first place in their lives.

The issue here was clearly this man's salvation, not some higher level of discipleship.

Much of the work in evangelism is getting people to come to the point where they sense
their need for salvation.



This young man was the perfect evangelistic target. He was ready to sign the card, raise his
hand, walked the aisle, or what ever. There was no need to explain to him how we know God
exists, why we can trust the Bible, or why he should be concerned about eternity. He appeared
ready. To the human eye, he looked right. He was eager.

There was no way he would get away without receiving eternal life. But he did.

He left without life, not because he heard the wrong message, not even because he didn't
believe, but because he was unwilling to forsake what he loved most in this world and commit
himself to Christ as Lord.

Instead of taking him from where he was and getting him to make a decision, Jesus had
laid out terms that were unacceptable to him.

In a sense, Jesus drove him away.

Jesus would have failed personal evangelism in most churches,
Bible college or seminaries!
Jesus began by preaching law and didn't even mention faith or the facts of redemption. He

didn't challenge the man to believe. He failed to get closure. He didn't draw the net. After all, when
a person comes along saying he wants eternal life, you can't let him get away, right?  Wrong!

Modern evangelism is preoccupied with decisions, statistics, gimmicks, emotional
manipulation, and even intimidation.

Modern evangelism's message is one of easy-believism and simplistic appeals.
Unbelievers are told that if they invite Jesus into their hearts, except Him has their
personal savior, or believe the facts of the gospel, that is all there is to it.

The aftermath is appalling failure.

The appalling failure is seen in the lives of millions who have professed faith in Christ with
no consequent impact on their behavior.

Many people are deluded into believing they are saved when they are not.

He had the right motive:

This man came seeking eternal life. He knew what he wanted, and he knew he didn't have it.
Nothing was wrong with his motivation. It is good to desire eternal life.




Note: the Greek word for “ruler” in this passage most likely means that he was a ruler of the
synagogue. It appears he was a Jewish legislator-devout, honest, young, wealthy,
prominent, highly respected, and influential. He had everything.

He was a man undoubtedly in turmoil. All his religion and wealth had not given him
confidence, peace, joy, or settled hope.

He felt the absence of assurance in his heart.

He came up on the basis of a deeply felt need. He knew what was missing: eternal life.

Biblically, eternal life speaks not only of the promise of life in the ages to
come, but also of the quality of life that is characteristic of the redeemed.

It signifies quality as much as quantity — John 17:3.
Eternal life is being alive to the realm where God dwells.
The rich young ruler knew that he did not walk with God.
He was not experiencing God's love, rest, peace, hope, joy, or security. In this, the young man

was very perceptive. Spiritually, he had gone far beyond the Pharisees, who were content with
their own show.

This man was not content.

He knew he was missing eternal life, and he wanted to have it. No one can fault his motivation in
approaching Christ.

He had the right attitude:

His attitude was commendable as well. He was not pompous or presumptuous. Many people
know they do not have eternal life, but they also feel no need for it.

Not this young man. He was desperate. One can feel the urgency in his question. Mark 10:17 says
the man came running. He also came publicly.

He was bold enough to confess publicly and openly that he did not possess eternal life.

For a man in his position to ask such a question took tremendous courage. He had a lot to lose by
openly admitting that he lacked the eternal life.

Mark also tells us that this rich young ruler fell at Jesus' feet. He wanted eternal life so badly that
he risked losing face with all those who looked to him as a spiritual giant already.



He had been religious all his life, yet something was missing. This is the cry of a heart in
deep need.

What are we to make of the young man's claim that he had kept all of the law? Of course he
exaggerated, but apparently he did live an exemplary life outwardly.

He was a moral man... Not a “gross” sinner

If he had been in a contemporary evangelistic service, he would have
been deemed to be ready. He was enthusiastically in pursuit of
eternal life, and he seemed to have the right attitude.

What an opportunity! This fellow was eager, he was young, rich, intelligent, and influential. “Think
what he could do for the Lord!” No evangelist worth his salt would muff an opportunity like this.

He came to the right source:
He was in the right place to be pursuing what he wanted.
Some people look in the most bizarre places for eternal life. Satan is a master counterfeiter

when it comes to false assurance. Most people never find eternal life because they spend
their entire lives looking in the wrong places.

He asked the right question:

He had been raised in the Pharisee tradition. He was trained to think of religion as a system to
earn divine favor. Still he asked a simple, honest question in search of the truth: “What good thing
shall | do that | may obtain eternal life?”

After all, there is something we have to do to inherit eternal life: we have to believe.
Jesus' answer to this young man seems preposterous: “If you wish to enter into life, keep the

Commandments.” Our Lord revealed nothing of himself or the facts of the gospel. He did not
invite the man to believe. He did not ask for a decision.

Instead, Jesus erected a wall in front of him.

He was filled with pride:

Jesus knew the young ruler was utterly lacking
a sense of his own sinfulness.



His desire for salvation was based on an emptiness in his soul, with the
desire to attain joy. While good desires, they did not constitute
a valid reason for committing oneself to Christ.

Contemporary evangelism is woefully deficient when it comes to confronting people with
the reality of their sin.

Present day Christians find a person's psychological needs, then
offered Jesus as a panacea for whatever the problem is.

It is very easy to get a response, because people are looking for quick solutions to their felt needs.

That is not legitimate evangelism.

Our Lord offered no relief for the rich young ruler's felt need.
Instead, his answer confronted the ruler
with the fact that he was a living offense to God.

It was imperative that he perceived his sinfulness.

Recognition of personal sin is a necessary element in understanding the truth of salvation.

One cannot come to Jesus Christ for salvation only on the basis of
psychological needs, anxieties, lack of peace, a sense of hopelessness,
and absence of joy, or a yearning for happiness.

Salvation is for people who hate their sin and want to turn away from the things of this life.

Salvation is for those who want to live for God's glory.

Jesus took the focus off the man's felt needs and put it back on God: “there is only one who is
good.“Then Jesus slammed him up against the divine standard so that he would see how far he
fell short. But the young man ignored and rejected the point.

He was utterly unwilling to confess his own sinfulness.

Evangelism must take the sinner and measure him against the perfect law so he can see
his insufficiency.

A gospel that deals only with human needs, lacks biblical balance.




That is why churches are full of people whose lives are essentially unchanged after their
supposed conversion. Most of these people, | am convinced, are unregenerate and
grievously misled.

In Romans, Paul spends 3 chapters declaring the sinfulness of humanity before he begins to
discuss the way of salvation.

Law always precedes grace: it is the tutor that leads us to Christ—Galatians 3:24.

Without the law, grace is meaningless.

We need to adjust our presentation of the gospel. We cannot dismiss the
fact that God hates sin and punishes sinners with eternal torment.

How can we begin a gospel presentation by telling people on their way to hell that God has
a wonderful plan for their lives?

Psalm 7:11 tells us: God is angry with the wicked every day.

A righteous, holy God cannot tolerate evil. He will not save those who try
to come to him harboring sin.

We have no business preaching grace to people who do not understand the implications of
God's law.

It is meaningless to expound on grace to someone who does not know the
divine demand for righteousness.

Those who do not sense their own guilt cannot possibly
comprehend God's mercy.

You cannot preach a gospel of grace to someone who has not heard that God requires obedience
and punishes disobedience...

He did not confess his guilt:
Scripture says, the young man said to Jesus: “All these things | have; what am | still lacking?”
That statement indicates how he perceived the law. The man could not escape the demands of the

divine standard. He could not have been telling the truth—if he was not lying, he was
certainly deluded.



The Pharisees were custom to externalizing the law, but they never dealt with the heart. Jesus,
on the other hand, taught that hatred was the moral equivalent of murder. The young ruler had
missed the significance of Christ's teaching. He was saying, in effect, | don't have any real sin.

Self-righteous religion is deceiving.
This man actually believed he was righteous. He had no idea how far he had fallen short.

There was no way this man could be saved... all he clung to was his self-righteous attitude.

Salvation is not for people who want an emotional lift, but for sinners
who come to God for forgiveness.

Those who are not ashamed of their sin cannot receive salvation.

At this point, Mark 10:21 tells us, Jesus felt a love for him.

What a pathetic picture. This young man was sincere. His spiritual quest was
genuine. He was an honestly religious person. And Jesus loved him. Our Lord was
about to die for sinners like him.

The Lord Jesus does not take sinners on their own terms.

As much as Jesus loved this young man, he nevertheless
did not grant him eternal life upon request.

He would not submit to Christ

Finally, Jesus gave him the ultimate test: “if you wish to be complete, go and sell your
possessions and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”

Jesus challenged his claim.

In effect, Christ told the young man, you say you love your neighbor as yourself. Okay, give him
everything you've got.

The ultimate test was whether this man would obey the Lord.

Jesus was saying, here is the test of true faith: are you willing to do what | want you to do? Or do
you want to run your life? Knowing where his heart was, Jesus said, unless | can be the
highest authority in your life, there is no salvation for you.



Do we literally have to give away everything we own to become Christians? No, but we do have to
truly give Christ first place — Colossians 3:18. We must be willing to forsake all for him — Luke
14:33.

We must not cling to anything that takes precedence over Christ.

The true believer will desire to do what ever God commands.

Jesus' request of this man was simply to establish whether he was willing to submit to the
sovereignty of Jesus over his life. The Lord was making a frontal attack on the man's
weakness—the sin of covetousness and materialism.

The rich young ruler failed the test. He was not willing to acknowledge Jesus as Lord over his
life. He went away grieved. His possessions were more important to him than Christ. In other
words the man remained in unbelief.

Contrast this man's response with that of Zaccheus in Luke 19, where we met a man with a
deep sense of sorrow for his sin. He was willing to do anything—including getting rid of all his
wealth—-to come to Jesus Christ on the Lords terms. And the message Jesus gave Zach was,
today salvation has come to this house, “for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that
which was lost” — Luke 19:9-10.

Proverbs 13:7 says, there is one who pretends to be rich, but has nothing; another pretends to be
poor, but has great wealth. This young man thought he was rich, but he walked away from
Jesus with absolutely nothing.

People with genuine faith do not refuse to acknowledge their sinfulness.

People with genuine faith do not reject the Lordship of Christ.

People with genuine faith desire Christ more than the things of this world.

Saving faith does not recoil on the demand to forsake sin and self and follow Jesus Christ at all
costs. Those who find his terms unacceptable cannot come at all.

Jesus will not barter away his right to be Lord.

| do not believe a person coming to Christ must understand fully all the implications of sin,
repentance, or the Lordship of Christ. Even the seasoned believer will not know all these in their
full depth. Because we are sinful creatures, we can never understand or obey his Lordship
perfectly. But a person must have a willingness to obey.

Furthermore, repentance and submission are no more human works than faith itself.



A message that does not require a turning from sin and an affirmation of
the Lordship of Christ is a false gospel that will not save.

If we learned anything from the account of the rich young ruler, it is the truth that although

salvation is a blessed gift from God, Christ will not give it to one whose hands are filled
with other things.

Chapter 8: He Seeks and Saves the Lost

There is no more glorious truth in the Bible than the words of Luke 19:10 which tell us, the Son of
Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.

That verse sums up the work of Christ on earth.

Search and Rescue:
The nature of God is to seek and to save sinners.
From the opening pages of human history, it was God who sought the fallen couple in the garden.

In Ezekiel 34:16 God says, “/ will seek the lost, bring back the scattered, bind up the broken, and
strengthen the sick.”

Jesus entered this world on a search and rescue mission for sinners.

That truth is what characterizes the gospel as good news.

But it is good news only for those who perceive themselves as sinners. Those who will not
acknowledge and repent of their sin are beyond the reach of saving grace. For those who
are willing to admit their depravity, Jesus becomes their friend—Matthew 11:19. For those who will
not admit to their depravity, they will know Jesus only as Judge—Matthew 7:22.

Humble repentance is the only acceptable response to the Gospel according to Jesus.

Those who fail to confess their sin—like the rich young ruler—get turned away. But Jesus reaches
out in grace to those who admit their sinfulness and seek deliverance.

The worse the sinner, the more marvelously God's grace and glory are revealed through that
sinner’s redemption.

Multitudes of repentant sinners responded during Jesus' earthly ministry. The Pharisees worst
complaint about Christ’s ministry was, “this man receives sinners, & eats with them”™Luke 15:2.



The Pharisees set themselves in contrast to Christ and were condemned
by their own comparison.

They had no heart for the outcast, no love for the sinner, no compassion for the lost.

Worse, they had no sense of their own sinfulness.

The Setting for a Miracle:

Zaccheus was a tax gatherer whose heart was divinely prepared to receive and follow Christ. Still,
he was despised by the whole community. Luke 19:7 says that everyone called him a sinner. This
designation probably meant that his personal character was debauched as well.

The Lord Jesus had a special love for tax collectors.

Luke especially focuses on the numerous times Jesus encountered tax collectors. Luke's theme

is the love of the Savior for the lost. He repeatedly portrays Jesus reaching out to the riff raff of
society. Notice, every time Luke mentions a tax collector, it is in a positive sense. These were the
outcasts of a religious society—flagrant public sinners—the very kind Jesus had come to save.

If Jesus had not first seen Zach, he never would have come. Sinners never seek God on their
own—-Romans 3:11. In our natural, fallen state we are dead in trespasses and sins—Ephesians 2:1.

Thus, we are totally unable and unwilling to seek God. Only when we are touched by the
convicting power of God do we move toward him—John 6:44, 65.

Thus, it is not until God beqins to pursue a soul that the soul responds by seeking him.

Whenever someone seeks God, it is a response to the
prompting of a seeking God.
We would not love him if he had not 1st loved us—1st John 4:19.

Nevertheless, God invites sinners to seek. Read Isaiah 55:6; Jeremiah 29:13; Amos 5:4; Matthew
6:33; and Matthew 7:7.

Here was a man that was hated, whose hands were filled with money he had taken at the expense
of poor people. He was a man with tremendous guilt. Yet he desperately wanted to see Jesus.
On this day, he was not even concerned with his dignity. He was so determined to see Jesus
that he ran ahead of the crowd and climbed up into a sycamore tree to await the Savior. It was not
a dignified place, but this tax collector only wanted to see Jesus.



The Seeking Savior:

What happened next must have staggered Zach. Although Jesus had never met him before, he
stopped and said, Zach, hurry and come down, for today | am to stay at your house—Luke 19:5.
That is known as the direct approach to evangelism!

Nothing about Jesus' approach was subtle.

Zach wanted to see Jesus, but he had no idea Jesus wanted to see him.

We might suppose that such a despicable sinner would be distressed to hear the perfect, sinless
son of God say, I'm coming to your house, but this tax collector was glad.

His heart was prepared.

The reaction of the crowd was predictable. They all began to grumble. They believed that to eat
with someone like Zach, was the worst possible defilement.

The crowd placed no value on Zach's soul. Jesus did.

The crowd had no concern for his spiritual welfare. Their self-righteous eyes could see only his sin.

Jesus had come to seek and to save sinners, exactly what the crowd condemned him for. In doing
so, they condemned themselves.

We are not told what happened at Zack's house. Nor do we know what Jesus said to Zach in
bringing him to salvation. The methodology Jesus used is not the point.

Conversion is a Divine Miracle.

There are no formulas that can bring salvation about or explain it. There is no 4 or 5 step
plan of salvation or any prefabricated prayer that can guarantee the salvation of the soul.

We can assume that Jesus dealt with the issue of Zach's sin. Whatever he said, Jesus found in
Zack and open heart.

The Fruit of Salvation

Notice that Zach addressed Jesus as Lord. In verse 9, Jesus said Zach was saved. If so, he must
have acknowledged Jesus as Lord God, confessing him as his own sovereign master.

Here is a radically changed man.



Deciding to give half his possessions away was evidence that his heart was transformed.

The taker had become the giver.

It was not so much that his heart had changed towards people, although that surely had happened.
But first his heart had changed toward God. Now he wanted to obey God by doing what was
just and righteous.

There is something in the heart of every newborn believer that wants to obey. It is a heart of
eager, generous obedience, a changed mind and change behavior.

This is the purpose of salvation: to transform an individual completely. Genuine saving faith
changes behavior, transforms thinking, and puts within a person a new heart. 2 Corinthians 5:17.

Notice the contrast between Zach, 2 Corinthians 5:17, & the contemporary
movement who's people claim to be born again but whose lives challenge everything
Christ stands for.

In Luke 3, John the Baptist rebuked the multitudes who came to be baptized: “..bring forth fruits in
keeping with your repentance™v. 8. This is a striking picture—a prophet of God, chiding those
who have responded positively to his ministry, calling them a brood of vipers.

We might do well to imitate John the Baptist's example.

Contemporary Christianity often accepts a shallow repentance that bears no fruit.

The conversion of Zach argues against any such superficial response. His instant and dramatic
transformation is the expected result of true faith.

When a soul is redeemed, Christ gives a new heart. Implicit in that change
of heart is a new set of desires—a desire to please God,
to obey, and to reflect his high righteousness.

If such a change does not occur, there is no reason to think genuine salvation has taken place.

Chapter 9: He Condemns a Hardened Heart

Some people say, if only committed people are saved people, then where is there room for carnal
Christians? The contemporary church’s eagerness to accommodate so-called carnal Christians
has driven them to define the terms of salvation so loosely that virtually every profession of faith in
Christ is regarded as the real thing. Anyone who says he has accepted Christ is enthusiastically
received as a Christian, even if... a persistent pattern of disobedience, sin, or hostile unbelief.



Such a person will thus become an “unbelieving believer.”

No one who denies God should be deceived into thinking that because he or she once
professed faith in Christ, he or she is eternally secure—Matthew 10:33.

The point is not that God guarantees heaven to everyone who professes faith in Christ, but rather,
that those whose faith is genuine will never totally or finally fall away from Christ.

Even if they fall into grievous sins or continue to sin for a time, they will never abandon the faith
completely.

True believers will persevere.

Professing Christians who turn against the Lord only prove that they were never truly saved. Read
1 John 2:19.

No matter how convincing a person's testimony might seem, once that person becomes
apostate, he or she demonstrates beyond question, that the testimony was hypocritical and
the professed salvation was spurious.

God will keep his own—Jude: 24.

Judas is a prime example of a professing believer who fell into absolute apostasy. For 3
years he followed the Lord with the other disciples.

Judas “appeared” to be one of them.

Presumably he thought of himself as a believer. It is doubtful that he joined Christ's band with
the intention of turning against him.

Apparently Judas initially shared the hope of Christ's kingdom. He likely believed that Jesus was
the Messiah. After all, he also had left everything to follow the Lord. In modern terminology, he
had “accepted “ Jesus.

For 3 years, day in and day out, he occupied himself with Jesus Christ. In all that time, no one ever
questioned his faith. He had the same status as the other disciples.

No one ever suspected that Judas would betray Christ.

Yet while the others were growing into apostles, Judas was quietly
becoming a vile, calculating tool of Satan.

He became the treacherous man who sold the Savior for a fistful of coins...



Don't miss John 13:27. In the end, Judas was so prepared to do Satan's bidding that the devil
himself possessed Judas.

Judas was so skilled at hypocrisy that he stayed on the inside right up to the very end. He was
there in the upper room, seated next to Jesus.

Judas even let the Savior wash his feet...

Jesus washed his feet after Judas had made his bargain to betray Christ. And Jesus knew it all the
time. See John 13:18.

Why, you might ask, did the Lord choose Judas? To fulfill Scripture. Jesus was quoting Psalm
41:9. Another song that prophesied about Judas is 55:12—-14.

Judas was as close as anyone could get to the Savior but as far
from salvation as it is possible to be.

Judas and his life of treachery stand as a solemn warning to anyone who
casually professes faith in Christ. We learn from his story that it is not
enough to be close to Jesus Christ.

A person may "accept" Jesus and still fall short.

The individual who responds positively but not wholeheartedly risks being lost forever.

In the words of Psalm 55, one who is friendly to Jesus may yet turn against him and thus condemn
himself. Judas is proof.

One of you will betray me... The hearts of the disciples must have raced when Jesus said one of
them would betray him.

Who Is It?

It is interesting that the disciples were perplexed. Apparently Jesus had
treated Judas just the same as the other disciples. The disciples would have
known if Jesus had treated Judas any differently. In fact, Judas was the
treasurer of the group.

The disciples all trusted him.



The Guest of Honor:
Jesus, in a gesture of love toward Judas, treated him as if Judas were the guest of honor. Jesus
had already washed Judas's feet; now He treated him as an honored friend. That should have
broken Judas's heart, but it didn't. His heart was like granite.

John 13:27... “Satan then entered into him.”

There is an eternity in that verse.

After flirting with evil while pretending to follow Christ, Satan now entered his heart and took full
control. Judas was damned to hell by his own choice.

Do It Quickly:
Jesus was through with Judas.

All he wanted to do now is get him out of the room. When you read verse 27, it becomes clear that
Judas was confirmed in his unbelief, and Jesus had no more to say to him...

Scripture says, “now no one of those reclining at the table knew for what purpose Jesus had said
this to Judas.” The testimony of Judas had been so convincing, his hypocrisy so slick, that none of
them yet realized he was capable of such treachery. Yet he was possessed by Satan himself.

How wrong appearances can be!

How deceiving is a carnal person’s profession of faith!

Into the Night:

“Judas went out into the night”— verse 30. It was the beginning of eternal night in his soul as well.

Judas, who had been privy to the greatest spiritual advantages afforded
any man, had squandered that wonderful opportunity.

Why? Because his faith was never genuine.

In the beginning, he had responded positively to Christ, but never with a heart of sincere,
obedient faith. This same frightening potential exists for every person who comes to Christ
without a committed heart.




Kiss of Death:

it is a bitter irony that Judas' final contact with Jesus was a kiss. It was the kiss of death—not for
Jesus, but for Judas. In their culture, a kiss on the cheek was a sign of close affection, warm
love, and intimacy. Such a gesture was reserved for the closest of friends. And so the kiss of Judas
became the most despicable of all acts.

They All Forsook Him and Fled:

The behavior of the rest of the disciples at this point raises the question of how they differed from
Judas. Matthew 26:56 says, “all the disciples left him and fled.” Jesus had predicted this earlier
see verse 31. Peter even denied Christ 3 times, and sealed it with a curse. How did that act
differ Judas' betrayal?

Answer: for one thing, it was motivated differently. The disciples fled out of fear and in the
pressure of the moment; Judas chose to betray Jesus through a calculated act. The disciples failed
in the face of great trial; Judas chose treason and plotted a scheme against Christ. The disciples
later turn from their sins and humbly accepted Christ's forgiveness; Judas was resolute in unbelief
and hatred. The disciple’s denial was a lapse of normally faithful behavior; the sin of Judas
was manifest out of an utterly depraved soul.

The mark of a true disciple is not that he never sins, but rather that when
he does sin he inevitably returns to the Lord
to receive cleansing and forgiveness.

Unlike a false disciple, the true disciple will never turn away completely. When Christ confronts
him, he will return to a life of service for the Savior.

The Marks of a False Disciple:

Judas illustrates false discipleship.

Note carefully the characteristics of his hypocrisy.

1st, he loved temporal gain more than eternal riches. He wanted glory; he wanted success; he
wanted earthly treasures. It is typical of false disciples that they get on board with Jesus to get
what they want, but when instead of delivering he makes demands on them, they turn away. Such
people reveal that they never had genuine faith to begin with. They are like the seed that
springs up in rocky soil. It grows well for a while, but when the sun comes out, it withers and dies—
Matthew 13:20-21. They follow Christ for a season but eventually sell him for selfish desire,
money, prestige, or power.




Second, Judas was marked by deceit. His show of faith was a masquerade.

False disciples are masters of subtle deception.

39 and lastly, Judas, and all false disciples, are in it for what they receive. Some of them
profess Christ because it is good for business or because they think trusting Christ will bring
health, wealth, or prosperity. Like Judas, they love the world.

Their halfhearted faith turns inevitably to hard-hearted unbelief.

| fear there are multitudes like Judas in the contemporary church. They are friendly to Jesus.
They look and talk like disciples. But they are not committed to him and are therefore capable
of the worst kind of betrayal.

A real disciple may fail Christ but will never turn against him.

A true Christian might temporarily fear to stand up for the Lord but would never willingly sell him
out. Inevitably, true disciples will falter, but when they fall into sin, they will seek cleansing. They
won't wallow in the mire — 2 Peter 2: 22. Their faith is neither fragile nor temporary; itis a
dynamic and ever-growing commitment to the Savior.

Chapter 10: He Offers A Yoke Of Rest

Scripture never once exhorts sinners to "accept Christ." The popular appeal that asks people to
make a decision for Christ; ask Jesus into your heart; try Jesus; accept Jesus as your personal
savior; violates both the spirit and the terminology of the biblical summons to unbelievers.

The gospel invitation is not an entreaty for sinners to allow the Savior into their lives. It is
both an appeal and a command for them to repent and follow him. It demands not just passive
acceptance of Christ but active submission to him as well.

He will not respond to the beckoning of the heart that cherishes sin. He
will not enter and sanctify a life of continued disobedience.

The great miracle of redemption is not that we accept Christ,
but that He accepts us.

Salvation occurs when God changes the heart and the unbeliever turns
from sin to Christ.



The Savior described in the New Testament is God in the flesh,
challenging sinners to turn from their iniquity. Rather than waiting for an
invitation, he issues his own—in the form of a command to repent and take
on a yoke of submission. See Matthew 11:25-30.

God is giving an invitation to salvation, not just an appeal for believers to move into a
deeper experience of discipleship.

The Savior emphasized that God himself is a determinative factor in salvation. We who witness for
Christ are not ultimately responsible for how people respond to the gospel. We are only
responsible to preach it clearly and accurately, speaking the truth in love. It is God who
either reveals the truth or keeps it hidden, according to what is well pleasing in his sight. His plan
cannot be stymied.

The gospel may offend, yet its message must not be made more palatable
by watering down the content or softening the hard demands.

Although he had demonstrated irrefutably that he was the Messiah, a majority of the people were
unresponsive. Yet Jesus never wavered. He continued to reach out to the unregenerate. He had
come to seek and to save the lost. Negative circumstances never deterred him from that purpose.

Jesus’ offer of rest for the weary is a call to conversion.

Christ’s offer of rest is a synopsis of the Gospel according to Jesus. It outlines 5 essential elements
of genuine conversion, all so inextricably linked that it is impossible to eliminate any one of
them from the biblical concept of saving faith.

Humility

Jesus prayed, “You hid these things from the wise and intelligent and did not reveal them to the
babes” — Matthew 11:25. He was condemning people whose knowledge of spiritual truth is limited
only to what they can discover what their own intelligence—those who are ultimately dependent on
human wisdom. Their sin is not their intellect, is their intellectual pride.

This warning was especially applicable to the Pharisees, the rabbis, and describes. Unaware that
they were spiritually blind, they depended on human reason to interpret spiritual reality.

Human intellect cann