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INTRO: What do cake-baking & church-planting  

have in common? 
 

Answer:  It depends on what kind of   
     church you’re looking for… 
 

 Go through the motions of making a cake… 
• Question: “box” or from “scratch” 
• Recipe  (whose do you use?) 
• Ingredients (fresh, foul, frivolous?) 
• Directions  (80% 90% 95% 100%?) 
• Time  (sequence & transformation) 
• Outcome options… “A or B? 

 
T/S: If baking a cake is so particular… 

How much more so is the building of a Church? 
(That’s why Jesus said HE would build HIS Church!) 

 
 
BIG IDEA:   

Your cake is only as good as your  
recipe & ingredients… 

The same is true in Church! 



CONTEXT: 
A. Acts in review… 
B. Paul & Barnabas in review… 
C. Teach & preach, teach & preach, teach & preach… 
D. Principle of “biblical bookends” 

1. O.T. = Poetic Parallelism (“chiasms”) 
2. N.T. = Framing of the fuller narrative… 

E. Christ builds His Church by building Christians…… 
 
 
T/S: Our text today (Acts 15:36-16:10) gives us a 

great comprehensive look at  
 
 
PREVIEW: 

1.   Passion 
2.   Problems 
3.   Political (incorrectness) 
4.   Potential 
5.   Personnel 
6.   Painful 
7.   Proclamation 
8.   Peculiarities 
9.   Promptings 
10.  Pleading 
11.  Promptness 
12.  Preaching the Gospel 



T/S: Watch for the common thread… in the text. 
 

It’s ALL about Christ… 
 

Everything is Great Commission driven… 
 

Biblical Church-planting is 100% Holy Spirit dependent! 
 
 
 

T/S: Let’s jump into the text to see just how much 
of what the Lord has laid out in principle & 
particulars… informs and inspires our aim 
and aspirations in Church/church today.  

 
 
 

36  After some days Paul said to 
Barnabas, 

 
 

NOTE: Don’t miss or forget the pattern we’ve 
seen over & over again with Paul & 
Barny…    “Here they GO again…” 

 
 



"Let us return and visit the 
brothers in every city in which 
we proclaimed the word of the 
Lord, and see how they are." 

 
 
1.    Power-filled PASSION: 

 

 



a. Read Acts 1:8 again… 
b. Missional “GO-ing” AND “GO-ing BACK” 
c. Brotherly love 
d. ALL-inclusive caring (“every city”) 
e. Passion to proclaim the Word of God! 
f. Biblical building of disciples (“how they are”) 
g. Supernatural Power!  (Acts 1:8) 

 
 

 
37  Barnabas wanted to take 
John, called Mark, along 

with them also. 
 

2.   Persnickety PROBLEMS: 
 

a.    101 =  “Persecution” 
 

b. 201 =  “PEOPLE Problems” 
 

1.   Perspective  
2.   Power (authority) 

a. Barny was “often” an apostle 
b. Paul was “office” of Apostle 

3.   Pride 



“CONFLICT is inevitable in the church…  
but COMBAT is optional.”   - John MacArthur 
 

c.    Supernatural Warfare 
 
 

 

 

38  But Paul kept insisting that 
they should not take him along 

who had deserted them in 
Pamphylia and had not gone 

with them to the work.   39  And 
there occurred such a sharp 

disagreement that they 
separated from one another, 

 
3.   POLITICAL IN-CORRECTNESS: 



 
a.  Passionate truth-telling (see John 8:32 & 17:17) 

 
b.  Passionate standard-bearing  (see Matthew 28:19) 

 
c.  Passionate accountability 

 
i. Dealing with “Whiners”       = inform them 

 
ii. Dealing with “Wimps”       = inspire them 

  
iii. Dealing with “Wreckers”       = inspect them 

 
iv. Dealing with “Workers”       = equip them 

 
v. Dealing with “Wolves”       = shoot them 

 
vi. Dealing with “Worshippers”    = join them! 

 
    *** see Paul to the Corinthians in 1 Cor. 9:22  

 
 

d. Passionate disagreements    (due to eternal stakes) 
 

e. Passionate confrontations (truth in love always #1) 
  

i. Peter in Galatians 
 

ii. Barny in Acts 
 

f. Supernatural biblically-loving Boldness! 



and Barnabas took Mark with 
him and sailed away to Cyprus. 

  40  But Paul chose Silas and 
left, being commended by the 
brothers to the grace of the 

Lord. 41  And he was traveling 
through Syria and Cilicia, 

strengthening the churches. 
 

g. Passionate conclusions: (really politically incorrect) 
>   Barnabas was wrong & Paul was right. 
>    See the pattern of Scripture… 
>   Hear the voice of the Church… 

 
 

“Acts depicts biblical church-planting as  
positively and proactively…  

politically incorrect.”– JDP 
 

h. Supernatural PROVIDENCE! 
1. Pairs of missionaries vs. a pair… 
2. See Romans 8:28 



1  Paul came also to Derbe and 
to Lystra. And a disciple was 
there, named Timothy, the son 
of a Jewish woman who was a 
believer, but his father was a 

Greek,   2  and he was well 
spoken of by the brethren who 
were in Lystra and Iconium.  

 
 

4.   Proper PERCEPTION of Potential: 
 

a. God calls & confirms HIS children… 
b. God loves & leads HIS leaders… 
c. God draws & delivers HIS people of peace… 
d. God does NOT call the equipped,                   

He equips the called… 
e.  HIS builders will build HIS Church! 
f.  HIS builders are often the unlikely… 

 
g.  Supernatural Discernment! 



3  Paul wanted this man to go 
with him;  

 
5.   Proper PERSONNEL in Place: 

 
a.    Read the Great Commission again… 
b.    Read 2 Timothy 2:2… 
c.    Read Jeremiah 1:5 
d.    Read Hebrews 13:17 
e.    Supernaturally, Spirit-led Leaders 

 
 
 
 
 

& he took him & circumcised him 
 because of the Jews who were 
in those parts, for they all knew 
that his father was a Greek. 

 
6.   PAIN-filled Precautions: 

 



! Servants…    Accept   “circumcisions” 
! Sacrifice… Experiences  “circumcisions” 
! Savvy…  Explains  “circumcisions” 

 
*** Supernatural, selfless, surrendered living! 
 

 
 

 
4  Now while they were passing 

through the cities, they were 
delivering the decrees which 
had been decided upon by the 

apostles and elders who were in 
Jerusalem, for them to observe.   

5  So the churches were being 
strengthened in the faith, and 
were increasing in number 

daily. 
 



7.   PROCLAMATION & Patience: 
 

a. Going, making disciples, watching God! 
b. If not going forward, going backward… 
c. Sharing the “good news” everywhere! 
d. Churches growing up and growing out! 

 
e. Supernatural Persistence & Patience! 

 
 

 
 

6  They passed through the 
Phrygian and Galatian region, 
having been forbidden by the 

Holy Spirit to speak the word in 
Asia; 7  and after they came to 
Mysia, they were trying to go 
into Bithynia, and the Spirit of 

Jesus did not permit them; 
 



8.    PECULIARITIES: 
 

a. God speaks to His people (leaders especially) 
b. Isaiah 55:8-9: 

 
8“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, ���Nor are 
your ways My ways,” declares the LORD  9“For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth,  So are My 
ways higher than your ways ���And My thoughts than 

your thoughts. 
a. See	  Moses’	  path	  to	  the	  Promised	  Land…	  
b. See	  Gideon	  and	  his	  300	  men…	  
c. See	  David	  the	  shepherd	  boy…	  giant-‐slayer	  
d. See	  the	  12	  disciples…	  	  
e. See	  Jesus	  on	  the	  cross	  for	  sinners!	  
f. Supernatural	  Awareness!	  

	  
	  

 
8  and passing by Mysia, they 

came down to Troas.  
9  A vision appeared to Paul in 

the night: 



9.   PROMPTINGS: 
 

a. The Lord “moves” His people in many ways… 
 
 
b. See Acts 2:17  (referencing Joel 2:28) 

 
 

In the last days,' God says, 'I will pour out my 
Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters 
will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, 

and your old men will dream dreams. 
 
 

c. Church planting (a.k.a. disciple-making) 
requires the Lord’s missionaries to “move” with 
the Messiah 
 
d. When the Spirit says: “Jump!” we ask “How 
high?” 
 
e. When the Holy Spirit whispers, we say: “Yes 
Lord” 
 
f. See Isaiah 6:8… “Here am I Lord, send me!” 

 
 

g. Supernatural Alertness! 
 



a man of Macedonia was 
standing and appealing to him, 

and saying, "Come over to 
Macedonia and help us." 

 
10.   PLEADING: 

 
a. Church planting (a.k.a. evangelistic disciple 
making) is the biblical Christian’s / biblical 
Church’s heartfelt response to the inner heart 
cries of a lost & dying world… 
b. Read John 3:16 again… slowly & prayerfully 
c. God gives His children His heart for His 
family! 
d. You will hear the cries of your people like you 
hear the cries of your children… 
e. If you’re not hearing the call or the cries, I 

encourage you to read 2 Corinthians 13:5… 
f. Christ gave His life for the Church, in part, so 

that the Church would find & grow 
Christians… ALL by His grace & for His 
glory   

g. See Ephesians 2:8-10 
 

h. Supernatural Affections! 
 



 
10  When he had seen the vision, 

immediately we sought to go 
into Macedonia, 

 
11.   PROMPTNESS: 

 
! When Jesus is your Lord, you obey immediately 
! You don’t tell the King “No” or “Wait” 
! “If you love Me, you will obey My commands.”  
! Obedience has many essential elements: 

" Action 
" Attitude 
" Timing 
" Completeness 
" Motivation 
" HEART 

! Supernatural Obedience 
 
 

concluding that God had called 
us to preach the gospel to them. 
 

12.    PREACHING the Word: 



! NOTE:	  	  We’re	  back	  to	  where	  we	  started…	  
! See	  here	  the	  commands	  of	  Jesus…	  Messiah	  
! See	  here	  the	  model	  of	  Paul…	  Model	  
! See	  here	  the	  consistency	  of	  Church…	  Ministry	  
! Read	  Romans	  10:9-‐17:	  

	  
if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is 

justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 
11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him 
will not be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, 
bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13For 

“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

14How then will they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 

have never heard?c And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? 15And how are they to preach unless 

they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the good news!” 16But they have not all 

obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed 
what he has heard from us?” 17So faith comes from hearing, 

and hearing through the word of Christ. 
 

! Supernatural Discipleship…   
(Hence	  our	  recipe	  &	  ingredients	  for	  BE-‐ing	  this	  Church)	  

	  

CLOSE:	  	  	  (See	  our	  12	  BRIDGE	  Distinctives…)	  	  



	  

!
!

One!FAITH.!!!!!!One!FAMILY.!!!!!!!One!FOCUS.!
 

“But you wil l  receive power when the Holy Spirit  comes 
on you, and you wil l  BE My witnesses (locally,  

regionally,  and globally).” !!– Acts 1 :8 
 

!
!

One!Question:! ! What do you want? 
 

One!Offer:! ! ! !!!!!!!!Come and see. 
 

One!Promise:! ! !!!!!!!!Truth in love! 
!

!
!

Our$Truth(in(Love$Distinctives:$$$$$We$are…$
$

1. Responding!to!grace!&!repenting!of!sin…!
2. Trusting!the!Bible!&!obeying!God’s!Word…!
3. Growing!in=Christ!&!living!Spirit=led…!
4. Praying!for!guidance!&!following!by!faith…!
5. Dying!to!self!&!carrying!our!cross…!
6. BE=ing!the!Church!&!loving!one!another…(truly!loving!one!another)!
7. Equipping!the!saints!&!exemplifying!supernatural!unity…!
8. Ministering!as!ambassadors!&!discerning!matters!shrewdly…!!
9. Worshipping!God!vertically!&!experiencing!Him!horizontally…!
10. Proclaiming!the!Gospel!(no)matter)what)!&!fishing!for!men…!
11. Making!discipled=warriors!&!winning!spiritual=warfare…!
12. Loving!our!King!&!serving!His!kingdom!!


