
“This	  Changes	  Everything!”	  
Acts	  18:5-‐11	  
November	  29,	  2015	  

	  
	  

Intro:	   	   VIDEO	  –	  Christian	  Worried	  About	  Tomorrow	  
	  
	  
	   	   Let	  me	  ask	  you	  a	  question…	  

! Are	  you	  truly	  walking	  by	  faith?	  
! What	  would	  your	  “all-‐in”	  walk	  look	  like?	  
! Whose	  REALLY	  in	  charge	  of	  your	  life????	  

	  
Are	  you	  ready	  to	  change?	  	  …to	  BE	  changed?	  

	  
	  
	  

Big	  Idea	  
The	  Christian	  Church	  was	  forever	  	  

changed	  in	  Corinth	  
(Christianity	  got	  a	  Macedonian	  tattoo	  in	  Corinth)	  

	  
	  
NOTE:	   	  

God	  changed	  the	  Macedonians	  through	  Paul…	  and	  
then	  changed	  Paul	  through	  the	  Macedonians…	  	  
The	  common	  &	  divine-‐denominator	  in	  
discipleship	  is	  neither	  seniority	  nor	  sincerity,	  but	  
rather,	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  of	  God!	  



Preview:	   We	  (the	  Christian	  Church)	  are…	  
	  
	   v.5	   	   Infected	  People	   	   	   	  
	  
	   v.6-‐8	   Affected	  People	  
	  
	   v.9-‐10	   Resurrected	  People	  
	  
	   v.11	  	   Interjected	  People	  
	   	   	  
	   	   	  
	  
	  
	  

CONTEXT:	   	  
***	  	  Acts	  18:1-‐4…	  

	  
“…coming	  to	  Corinth	  to	  preach	  Jesus	  is	  the	  Christ”	  

	  
***	   1	  Corinthians	  2:1-‐5	  

	  
“I	  was	  weak	  &	  afraid…”	  

	  
***	  1	  Thessalonians	  3:6-‐8	  

	  
“Now	  we	  live!...”	  

	  
	  
Empowered proclamation is Proof with Passion!  

- JDP 



	  
	  
	  
	  

INFECTED	  People	  
	  
   5But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, 
Paul began devoting himself completely to the word, 
solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.  

 

ILLUSTRATION:	   	  
iPhone	  6	  	  vs.	  	  iPhone	  6s	  

	  
“The	  only	  thing	  that’s	  changed	  is	  

everything!”	  
 
 

 

AFFECTED	  People	  
 

Acts 4:31   After	   they	   prayed,	   the	   place	   where	   they	  
were	  meeting	  was	  shaken.	  And	  they	  were	  all	  filled	  with	  
the	  Holy	  Spirit	  and	  spoke	  the	  word	  of	  God	  boldly. 



B = Blood talk… 

O = Offensive posture/positioning 

L = Look for light 

D = Deliverance & discipleship 
 

 

 

B = Blood talk… 
6But when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook out 
his garments and said to them, “Your blood be on your 
own heads! I am clean.  

 

Resisted is from antitassō, and literally means "to arrange 
in battle array" (Lenski, Acts, 748). They organized 
themselves to fight Paul's teaching  

- MacArthur New Testament Commentary  
 

We must be careful about making absolute principles out of 
Paul's action of moving away from ministering to the Jews 
in Corinth (v. 6).  Some people have a worldview so 
different to ours that it may take a long time for them to 
understand the gospel or be receptive to it. God may be 



calling us to dedicate an entire career in ministry to 
serve among a resistant people and not see any visible 
fruit. Our calling may be to prepare unproductive 
ground for a harvest that comes after we die. But this 
passage does give us freedom to ask whether groups we are 
seeking to reach for Christ have hardened their hearts so 
much through their blasphemous attitude that we are 
released from our responsibility to them, so that we can 
concentrate on others. 

 

           - NIV Application Commentary 
 

 

 VIDEO:  “Walking Dead – the Wakeup Call” 
 

QUOTE:   He that was pressed in spirit to testify 
to them (Acts 18:5), when they opposed that 
testimony, and persisted in their opposition, was 
pressed in spirit to testify against them (Acts 
18:6)  - M.Henry 

 

QUOTE: At length Paul, realizing the futility 
of continuing to throw pearls before swine (Matt. 
7:6), shook out his garments in the traditional, 
dramatic Jewish gesture of rejection. Jews returning 
from Gentile lands customarily shook the Gentile dust 



off their sandals, an act which became a symbol of 
their hatred of non-Jews (cf. Luke 9:5; Acts 13:51). 
Paul's act symbolized his rejection of the Jews--an 
infuriating act to them by one of their own. It also 
showed his abhorrence of their blasphemy; he did not 
want any of the dust from the synagogue where 
that blasphemy had taken place to cling to his 
clothes.  

His shocking statement, your blood be upon your 
own heads! I am clean (cf. Josh. 2:19; 2 Sam. 1:16; 1 
Kings 2:37; Ezek. 18:13; 33:4; Matt. 27:25) indicated 
that his opponents were fully responsible for what they 
were doing. Like the faithful watchman of Ezekiel 
33:2-5, Paul absolved himself from any guilt 
connected with their rejection. 

- MacArthur New Testament Commentary  

 

Whenever God is blessing a ministry, you can 
expect increased opposition as well as increased 
opportunities.  

"For a great and effective door 
has opened to me, and there are 

many adversaries"  
(1 Cor. 16:9, NKJV). 



QUOTE:  Jewish opposition had forced 
Paul to leave Thessalonica and Berea, but in 
Corinth, it only made him determined to stay 
there and get the job done. It is always too soon 
to quit!   Like the undaunted Christopher 
Columbus, Paul could write in his journal, 
"Today we sailed on!"  

- Bible Exposition Commentary  

 

 

O = Offensive posture 
 

From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 

7Then he left there and went to the house of a man named 
Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next to 
the synagogue. 

 

  Having given them over, yet he does not  
  give over his work. 

18:7 house of . . . Justus. The first home of the 
Corinthian church. Titius Justus was a Gentile 
adherent to the faith at the synagogue, and a Roman 
citizen. 



Paul	  is	  sowing	  Christ’s	  commanded	  	  

Person-‐of-‐Peace	  plan	  
 

 

 

 

L = Listening to the Lord 
8Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord 
with all his household,  

 

Paul	  is	  harvesting	  Christ’s	  commanded	  	  

Person-‐of-‐Peace	  plan	  
  

See also: 

! Cornelius 
! Philippian jailer 
! Lydia 

 



D = Divine delivery & discipleship 
and many of the Corinthians when they heard were 
believing  

and being baptized. 

 

Many of the Corinthians, who were Gentiles 

(and some of them persons of bad character, 
as appears, 1 Cor. 6:11; such were some of 
you), hearing, believed, and were baptized.  

 

First, they heard, for faith comes by hearing.  

Hearing, they believed,  

Believing, they were baptized, 

 

 

yet in this heap, that seems to be all chaff, there is 
wheat; in this ore, that seems to be all dross, there is 
gold.  

 

Let	  us	  not	  despair	  concerning	  any	  place,	  	  	  	  	  
when	  even	  in	  Corinth	  Christ	  had	  much	  people.	  

 



ILLUSTRATION:   see our QUILT! 
 

KEY: When you examine Paul's ministry in Corinth, 
you will see that he was fulfilling the Lord's commission 
given in Matthew 28:19-20.  

A. Paul came to Corinth ("Go"),  
B. He won sinners to Christ ("make disciples"),  
C. He baptized… and…  
D. He taught them (note Acts 18:11).  
E. He even experienced the assurance of the Lord's 

"Lo, I am with thee always!" (Acts 18:9-10) 

                                - Bible Exposition Commentary  

 

QUOTE:  To walk by faith means to see 
opportunities even in the midst of opposition. A 
pessimist sees only the problems; an optimist sees 
only the potential; but a realist sees the potential 
in the problems. Paul did not close his eyes to the 
many dangers and difficulties in the situation at 
Corinth, but he did look at them from the divine 
point of view. 



Faith simply means obeying God's will in spite of feelings, 
circumstances, or consequences. There never was an easy 
place to serve God; and if there is an easy place, it is 
possible that something is wrong. Paul reminded Timothy, 
"Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 
suffer persecution" (2 Tim. 3:12, NKJV). 

"Prosperity is the blessing of the Old Testament," wrote 
Francis Bacon; "adversity is the blessing of the New." Paul 
did not allow adversity to keep him from serving God. 

          - Warren Wiersbe 

 

CRITICAL CONTEXTUAL OBSERVATION!!! 

I get the impression that between Acts 18:8 and 9, the situation 
became especially difficult and dangerous. Paul may have been 
thinking about leaving the city when the Lord came to him and 
gave him the assurance that he needed. 

It is just like our Lord to speak to us when we need Him the 
most. His tender "Fear not!" can calm the storm in our hearts 
regardless of the circumstances around us. This is the way He 
assured Abraham (Gen. 15:1), Isaac (Gen. 26:24), and Jacob 
(Gen. 46:3), as well as Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 20:15-17), Daniel 
(Dan. 10:12, 19), Mary (Luke 1:30), and Peter (Luke 5:10). The 
next time you feel alone and defeated, meditate on Hebrews 
13:5 and Isaiah 41:10 and 43:1-7, and claim by faith the 
presence of the Lord. He is with you!      - BE Commentary  



 

VIDEO:  “Rise to Greatness – Fearless Faith” 
 

 RESURRECTED	  People	  
(see 3 COMMANDS  &  3 PROMISES) 

 

A. 3 Commands: 
9And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision,  

“Do not be afraid any longer,  

but go on speaking  

and do not be silent;  

 

(Remember 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 is our context) 

 

"Do not be afraid any longer, but go on speaking 
and do not be silent." This is one of six visions Paul 
received in Acts (9:12; 16:9-10; 22:17-18; 23:11; 
27:23-24), all coming at crucial points in his ministry. 
    - MacArthur New Testament Commentary  

 



He renewed his commission and charge to 
preach the gospel: “Be not afraid  

Speak out; use all the liberty of spirit that 
becomes an ambassador for Christ.”  

He assured him of his presence with him 

 “Be not afraid, for I am with thee…  The same 
promise that ratified the general commission 
(Matt. 28:19, 20), Lo I am with you always, is 
here repeated. Those that have Christ with 
them need not to fear, and ought not to 
shrink.  

 

 

 

 NOTE: We’re “told to be bold” 

   “Be bold & courageous!” – Joshua 1:9 

 

 

B. 3 Promises: 

  1. His Presence 

  2. His Protection 



  3. His People  (see Acts 13:48  &  Eph. 1:4) 

 
10for I am with you, (see Matthew 28:18-20) 

and no man will attack you in order to harm you,  

for I have many people in this city.”  

 

NOTE: One of our Lord's names is  
"Immanuel—God with us" (Matt. 1:23	  

 

"I am with you." He gave a similar revelation to 
Joshua when he assumed the leadership of Israel after 
Moses' death: 

No man will be able to stand before you all the 
days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, 
I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake 
you... Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for 
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. 
(Josh. 1:5, 9)    - MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary  

 

 



18:10 I have many in this city. Jesus promises that 
Paul’s labors in Corinth will be fruitful because God’s 
own people (those God has appointed to eternal life, 
13:48) live in that city. Even though the elect 
Corinthians had not yet believed the gospel & some 
had not even heard it, yet they were known to God. 

 

 

One reason God gave Paul to keep preaching was that 
He had many people in this city. All those in Corinth 
who "had been appointed to eternal life" had not yet 
"believed" (Acts 13:48). The truth of election 
expressed in verse 10 balances the truth of human 
responsibility in verse 6. As always, Scripture presents 
those two inscrutable truths without attempting to 
harmonize them. Both are true, and there is no real 
contradiction between them.  Here it is clear that some 
people belong to the Lord who are not yet saved, and 
they will not be saved without the preaching of the 
gospel (cf. Rom. 10:13-15). Paul defined his preaching 
as having the purpose of bringing the elect to faith (cf. 
Titus 1:1).        - MacArthur N.T. Commentary  

 

 

 

Please note that divine sovereignty in election 
is not a deterrent to human responsibility in 



evangelism. Quite the opposite is true! Divine 
election is one of the greatest encouragements 
to the preaching of the Gospel. Because Paul 
knew that God already had people set apart 
for salvation, he stayed where he was and 
preached the Gospel with faith and courage. 
Paul's responsibility was to obey the 
commission; God's responsibility was to save 
sinners. If salvation depends on sinful man, 
then all of our efforts are futile; but if 
"salvation is of the Lord,” then we can expect 
Him to bless His Word and save souls. 
 

"Scripture nowhere dispels the mystery of election," writes 
John Stott in God's New Society (InterVarsity, p. 37), "and 
we should beware of any who try to systematize it too 
precisely or rigidly. It is not likely that we shall discover a 
simple solution to a problem which has baffled the best 
brains of Christendom for centuries." 

The important thing is that we accept God's truth and act on 
it. Paul did not spend his time speculating about divine 
sovereignty and human responsibility, the way some ivory-
tower Christians do today. He got busy and tried to win 
souls to Christ! You and I do not know who God's elect 
are, so we take the Gospel to every creature and let God do 



the rest. And we certainly do not discuss election with the 
lost!  

D.L. Moody once told some unconverted people, "You 
have no more to do with the doctrine of election than you 
have with the government of China!" 

Before leaving this theme, we should note that it is our 
personal responsibility to make sure that we are among 
God's elect. "Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to 
make your calling and election sure" (2 Peter 1:10, nkjv). 
To the inquisitive theorist who asked about the number of 
the elect, Jesus replied, "Strive to enter in at the narrow 
gate!" (Luke 13:23-24) In other words, "What you need is 
salvation for yourself, not speculation about others! Be sure 
you are saved yourself; then we can talk about these 
wonderful truths."        - Bible Exposition Commentary  

 

 

 

T/S:  See the mMm… 

! miracle    = our Christ-likeness 
! Messiah   = “I am with you!” 
! mission   = “I have many people…” 

 

Now the Lord appears to him at night again, with 



a threefold command attached to a threefold 
promise, all expressed in biblical language (Deut 
31:6; Josh 1:5; Is 41:10; 43:5; Jer 1:7-9): 

A. Do not be afraid (literally, "Stop being 
afraid")/I am with you 

B. Keep on speaking/No one is going to 
attack and harm you 

C. Do not be (literally, "become") 
silent/Because I have many people in 
this city 

 

For Paul—or for us—to be afraid is to doubt the 
last promise of the risen Lord (Mt 28:20).  
 

They may kill thee, but they cannot hurt thee; 
for I am with thee,” Ps. 23:4; Isa. 41:10.  

 

 

INTERJECTED	  People	  
 

11And he settled there a year and six months,  

teaching the word of God among them. 



 

He staid so long,  
 

1. For the bringing in of those that were without. Christ 
had many people there, and by the power of his grace he 
could have had them all converted in one month or week, as 
at the first preaching of the gospel… but God works 
variously.  
 
2. For the building up of those that were within. Those 
that are converted have still need to be taught the word of 
God, and particular need at Corinth to be taught it by Paul 
himself; for no sooner was the good seed sown in 
that field than the enemy came and sowed tares, 
the false apostles, those deceitful workers, of 
whom Paul in his epistles to the Corinthians 
complains so much.  
 
 
 

OUT of the BOX MISSIONAL QUOTE: 
Ministers	  may	  be	  serving	  Christ,	  and	  

promoting	  the	  great	  ends	  of	  their	  ministry,	  by	  
writing	  good	  letters,	  as	  well	  as	  by	  preaching	  

good	  sermons.	  
	  
(NOTE: the Macadonians inspired Paul to be courageous in 
the face of fear… NOW… the Lord calls Paul to be changed 
again… this time shifting from being courageous to BE-ing 
confident in the promise, here-spoken, by God Almighty, 
directly to Paul – Amen!) 



 

	  
If	  you	  want	  to	  have	  what	  

others	  don’t…	  
You	  have	  to	  DO	  what	  others	  

won’t!	  
 

 

 

 ILLUSTRATION: 

Contrast	  the	  “American	  Dream”	  church	  

&	  	  

The	  New	  Testament	  Church…	  

Which	  one	  have	  you	  been	  invited	  to?	  

Which	  one	  are	  you	  committed	  to?	  

	  

Praise	  God…	  	  



We	  are	  Macedonians	  looking	  for	  Corinthians!	  

If	  you’re	  willing	  to	  admit	  you’re	  a	  Corinthian,	  

You	  are	  invited	  to	  become	  a	  Macedonian!	  

	  

	  

T/S: Paul’s message over those 18 months… 

! Don’t worry about future… 
! Repent & surrender to victory 
! Walk by faith… fearless & BOLD! 
! BE set free in your identity in Christ :-) 

 

VIDEO: “Who you are / How God sees you” 

 

 

 

Let’s Pray 
 



IVP New Testament Commentary 
 
Paul engaged in leatherworking to offer his gospel without charge 
and model a good work ethic (Acts 20:34-35; 1 Cor 4:12; 9:15, 18; 
1 Thess 2:9; 2 Thess 3:8). He probably used his workshop as a 
place of witness, as some Greek philosophers used theirs as a 
teaching venue (Hock 1979). His departure from the workshop 
and exclusive devotion to preaching after Timothy and 
Silas's arrival from Macedonia probably shows that he did 
not view his leatherworking as essential to his evangelism 
strategy (18:5). 

Today "tentmaker" missionaries enter "creative access" countries 
through secular employment when there is no way to enter as a 
full-time missionary. If they keep Paul's motives in mind, they will 
be able to see their bivocationalism as beneficial to the spiritual 
health of churches they plant. Not only will they model a work 
ethic that is essential to sanctification, but they will avoid creating 
wrongful dependency, for they will be offering the gospel of grace 
"free of charge." 

When Timothy and Silas arrive from Macedonia, they likely 
bring Paul a monetary gift (2 Cor 11:9; Phil 4:15).  
 
QUOTE:  Paul can now be exclusively devoted to 
("engrossed or absorbed in") preaching (literally, "the word"; 
compare Acts 6:4). Bivocationalism may be a good pattern 
for evangelistic church planting, but for Luke it is not the 
best. To be free to be fully engrossed in evangelism is best. 
Paul's work now is to engage in an apologetic (reasoned . . . 
trying to persuade) and proclamation (testifying) that "the 
Messiah is Jesus" (so the word order in 18:4-5; compare 
17:2-3). 
The saints' practical protection now takes the form of a co-
opted meeting place.  



 

The familiar pattern of the gospel's confrontation with 
Judaism—proclamation, division, rejection, separation, 
further advance—occurs here in rapid succession (see 
comment at 13:42). Jews "oppose and blaspheme" the 
gospel and the Lord Jesus Christ, who is at its center.  

 

In an acted parable, "shaking out his robes"  

 

Paul disassociates himself from the Jews for several 
reasons.  

A. He wants to be clear of the judgment that their 
blasphemy will incur.  

B. He wants them to know that their rejection of the 
message places them in the same position as 
Gentiles: facing judgment.  

C. He wants to declare his freedom from any further 
responsibility for their eternal destiny (Neh 5:13; 
Lk 9:5; 10:10-11; Acts 13:46, 51).  

D. Using Old Testament phraseology (2 Sam 1:16; 
compare Mt 27:24-25), Paul's declaration says as 
much. Their guilt and coming punishment are their 
own responsibility. 

 
Through with his mission to the Jews here, though he will 
continue it elsewhere (see Acts 18:19),  
 
Paul will now focus on the Gentiles.  
 
His base of operations will be the house of God-fearer Titius 
Justus, next door.  



Again God has providentially protected his mission by giving 
it an ideal venue for harvesting Gentile God-fearers.  
 
That harvest is not long in coming:  

A. first Crispus, the synagogue ruler, holding that 
highly visible position of supervising sabbath 
services and maintaining order, and his entire 
household believed in the Lord (compare 16:15, 
33).  

B. Then many of the Corinthians who heard him 
believed and were baptized. 

	  
	  
	  
	  
The Lord's Promise of Protection (18:9-11) 
 
Earlier Paul has received guidance and 
encouragement in visions from the Lord (9:12; 
16:9-10). Now the Lord appears to him at night 
again, with a threefold command attached to a 
threefold promise, all expressed in biblical 
language (Deut 31:6; Josh 1:5; Is 41:10; 43:5; Jer 
1:7-9): 

D. Do not be afraid (literally, "Stop being 
afraid")/I am with you 

E. Keep on speaking/No one is going to 
attack and harm you 

F. Do not be (literally, "become") 
silent/Because I have many people in 
this city 



For Paul—or for us—to be afraid is to doubt the 
last promise of the risen Lord (Mt 28:20).  
 

Though Paul has territorially moved beyond the Macedonian 
call (16:9-10), the Lord is here to guide, telling him to keep on 
speaking. He promises that no one will attack Paul to harm 
him (see fulfillment of this in 18:12-17; NIV turns the purpose or 
result expression into a parallel promise: to attack and harm).  

Persecution would aim to stop the freely proclaimed, life-changing 
gospel message (compare 4:18-20; 5:18-20, 28-29; 16:21; 17:7, 
13). Therefore Paul is not to become silent. The Lord has 
already chosen many people (see comment at 
15:14) for his own in this city. The Lord's 
predestination (13:48) not only guarantees a 
fruitful ministry but demands that Paul 
responsibly fulfill his obligation to witness. And 
that he does, teaching . . . the word of God in Corinth for a year 
and a half. 

 

In light of the vision of Revelation 5:9-10 and 7:9-10—
"a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in 
front of the Lamb"—it is right for us today to claim the 
promises and obey the commands of Acts 18:9-10 for the 
11,000 people groups that have yet to hear the gospel. 

 
 
The State's Precedent-Setting Protection (18:12-17) 
 



The Jews mount a united attack on Paul (4:1; 
6:12; 17:5), bringing him into court (literally, "to 
the judgment seat").  
 
 
Lucius Junius Gallio, the proconsul who hears the case, was the 
son of Spanish orator and financier Marcus Annaeus Novatus, 
who, after the relocation of his family to Rome, participated in the 
highest and most influential circles of society. Gallio's brother 
Marcus Annaeus Seneca, a Stoic philosopher, politician and 
dramatist, was tutor to the young Nero. Gallio pursued a career in 
government and between his praetorship and admission to the 
consulate served as the governor of the senatorial province of 
Achaia. A series of inscriptions help us date his tenure fairly 
precisely and give us good extrabiblical evidence for placing Paul 
in Corinth between A.D. 49 and 51 (Barrett 1961:48-49).  
 
 
Seneca described his brother's affable personality thus: "No 
other human being is so charming to just one person as he is 
to all people" (Naturales Quaestiones 4A, preface 11).  
 
 
Paul probably appeared before Gallio at the beginning of the 
governor's tenure and near the end of the apostle's stay in Corinth 
(A.D. 51). 
 
 
Before Paul can utter a word in his defense, 
Gallio decides not to render a verdict in the 
matter. God is fulfilling his promise of 
protection.  
 



Gallio evaluates how the charges relate to the spheres of 
necessary and discretionary jurisdiction. Using technical 
legal language (kata logon aneschomen hymon, "I would 
have been justified in accepting your complaint"), he says 
that some misdemeanor, open or violent wrongdoing, or 
serious crime, an offense involving fraud, deception, 
unscrupulousness (13:10), would be a legitimate matter for 
his jurisdiction. But the Jews have brought him controversial 
questions (15:2; 26:3) about words (literally, "a word"—the 
gospel message, 18:11) and not deeds, about names 
(messianic titles and Jesus' identity as the Christ, v. 5) and 
about [their] own law (a law-free gospel for the Gentiles, vv. 
6-8). I will not be a judge of such things. 
 
 
Here Gallio articulates two principles of church-state relations 
that, when lived out in any political structure, will pave the way for 
the gospel's unhindered progress. First, by saying that Paul is not 
accused of a misdemeanor or serious crime, Gallio declares 
Christianity's innocence before the state. Missionary activity is not 
illegal (contrast the Jewish leaders' assessment: 4:18, 21; 5:28). 
Second, by refusing to adjudicate an intramural religious dispute, 
Gallio declares that religious questions do not fall within the 
competence of secular state powers (Lk 20:25). For the fifties of 
the first century this was truly a precedent-setting decision. The 
decision of so eminent a proconsul would carry weight wherever 
such issues arose throughout the Empire (Longenecker 
1981:486). 

Yet there is a dark side to Gallio's lack of involvement. Not 
only does he eject the defendant and plaintiffs—possibly by 
physical force through the lictors—from the court, but he 
takes no action when the Jews begin to beat one of their 
own, Sosthenes. If Sosthenes is a Christian sympathizer 
(compare 1 Cor 1:1), then this breakdown of law and order 



within the collegium lictum is a warning that a state's hands-
off policy in religious matters may simply make room for 
persecutors to continue opposing the gospel. Paul's 
instructions concerning prayer for state rulers should always be 
on our hearts (1 Tim 2:1-4). 

- IVP New Testament Commentary 
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18:7 house of . . . Justus. The first home of the Corinthian 
church. Titius Justus was a Gentile adherent to the faith at the 
synagogue, and a Roman citizen. 
 
18:8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue. As synagogue ruler, 
Crispus was in charge of the physical arrangements for the 
synagogue services. It is this Crispus (and presumably his 
household) whom Paul baptized (1 Cor. 1:14). 
 
18:10 I have many in this city. Jesus promises that Paul’s 
labors in Corinth will be fruitful because God’s own people 
(those God has appointed to eternal life, 13:48) live in that 
city. Even though the elect Corinthians had not yet believed 
the gospel, and some had not even heard it, they 
nevertheless were known to God. 
 
18:13 contrary to the law. That is, contrary to the Roman law 
forbidding the practice of religions not legally recognized by 
Rome. Judaism was legally recognized, and Christianity as 
an offshoot of Judaism was also a legal religion (religio 
licita). 



Matthew Henry 
 
I. v.4: We have here Paul preaching to the Jews, and dealing 
with them to bring them to the faith of Christ, both the native Jews 
and the Greeks, that is, those that were more or less proselyted to 
the Jewish religion, and frequented their meetings. 
 

1. He reasoned with them in the synagogue publicly 
every sabbath. See in what way the apostles propagated 
the gospel, not by force and violence, by fire and 
sword, not by demanding an implicit consent, but by 
fair arguing; they drew with the cords of a man, gave a 
reason for what they said, and gave a liberty to object 
against it, having satisfactory answers ready. God 
invites us to come and reason with him (Isa. 1:18), and 
challenges sinners to produce their cause, and bring forth 
their strong reasons, Isa. 41:21. Paul was a rational 
as well as a scriptural preacher. 
 

 
Empowered proclamation is Proof with Passion!  

- JDP 

 

2. He persuaded them—epeithe. It denotes,  

(1.) The urgency of his preaching. He did not only 
dispute argumentatively with them, but he followed his 
arguments with affectionate persuasions, begging of 
them for God’s sake, for their own soul’s sake, for 
their children’s sake, not to refuse the offer of 
salvation made to them. Or,  



(2.) The good effect of his preaching. He persuaded 
them, that is, he prevailed with them; so some 
understand it. In sententiam suam adducebat—He 
brought them over to his own opinion. Some of them 
were convinced by his reasonings, and yielded to 
Christ. 

 

3. He was yet more earnest in this matter when 
his fellow-labourers, his seconds, came up with 
him (Acts 18:5): When Silas and Timothy had come from 
Macedonia, and had brought him good tidings from the churches 
there, and were ready to assist him here, and strengthened his 
hands, then Paul was more than before pressed in spirit, which 
made him more than ever pressing in his preaching. He was 
grieved for the obstinacy and infidelity of his countrymen the 
Jews, was more intent than ever upon their conversion, and the 
love of Christ constrained him to it (2 Cor. 5:14): it is the word 
that is used here, it pressed him in spirit to it. And, being thus 
pressed, he testified to the Jews with all possible solemnity and 
seriousness, as that which he was perfectly well assured of 
himself, and attested to them as a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah 
promised to the fathers and expected by them. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

II. We have him here abandoning the 
unbelieving Jews, and turning from them to the 
Gentiles, as he had done in other places, Acts 18:6. 



1. Many of the Jews, and indeed the most of them, persisted 
in their contradiction to the gospel of Christ, and would not 
yield to the strongest reasonings nor the most winning 
persuasions; they opposed themselves and blasphemed; 
they set themselves in battle array (so the word signifies) 
against the gospel; they joined hand in hand to stop the 
progress of it. They resolved they would not believe it 
themselves, and would do all they could to keep 
others from believing it. They could not argue 
against it, but what was wanting in reason they made up in ill 
language: they blasphemed, spoke reproachfully of 
Christ, and in him of God himself, as Rev. 13:5, 6. To justify 
their infidelity, they broke out into downright blasphemy. 

2. Paul hereupon declared himself 
discharged from them, and left them to 
perish in their unbelief.  
 

a. QUOTE:   He that was pressed in 
spirit to testify to them (Acts 18:5), when 
they opposed that testimony, and 
persisted in their opposition, was 
pressed in spirit to testify against them 
(Acts 18:6), 
 
b. and his zeal herein also he showed by a sign: 
he shook his raiment, shaking off the dust from it 
(as before they shook off the dust from their feet, 
Acts 13:51), for a testimony against them.  



c. thus he cleared himself from them, but 
threatened the judgments of God against 
them. As Pilate by washing his hands signified the 
devolving of the guilt of Christ’s blood from himself 
upon the Jews, so Paul by shaking his raiment signified 
what he said, if possible to affect them with it.  

 

(1.) He had done his part, and was 
clean from the blood of their souls; 
he had, like a faithful watchman, 
given them warning, and thereby had 
delivered his soul, though he could 
not prevail to deliver theirs. He had tried 
all methods to work upon them, but all in vain, so 
that if they perish in their unbelief their blood is not 
to be required at his hands; here, and Acts 20:26; 
he plainly refers to Ezek. 33:8, 9.  
 

 

QUOTE:  

 

It is very comfortable to a minister to 
have the testimony of his conscience 

for him, that he has faithfully 
discharged his trust by warning 

sinners. 
 



(2.) They would certainly perish if they 
persisted in their unbelief, and the blame 
would lie wholly upon themselves: “Your blood 
be upon your own heads, you will be your own 
destroyers, your nation will be ruined in this world, 
and particular persons will be ruined in the other 
world, and you alone shall bear it.” If any thing 
would frighten them at last into a compliance with 
the gospel, surely this would. 

 

3. Having given them over, yet he does not give 
over his work. Though Israel be not gathered, Christ and his 
gospel shall be glorious: Henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles; 
and the Jews cannot complain, for they had the first offer, and a 
fair one, made to them. The guests that were first 
invited will not come, and the provision must not 
be lost; guests must be had therefore from the 
highways and the hedges. “We would have gathered the 
Jews (Matt. 23:37), would have healed them (Jer. 51:9), and they 
would not; but Christ must not be a head without a body, nor a 
foundation without a building, and therefore, if they will not, we 
must try whether others will.”  
 

Thus the fall and diminishing of the Jews 
became the riches of the Gentiles; and Paul 
said this to their faces, not only because it 
was what he could justify, but to provoke 
them to jealousy, Rom. 11:12, 14. 

	  
	  



Verses 7–11 
 

Here we are told, 

A. That Paul changed his quarters. Christ directed his 
disciples, when he sent them forth, not to go from house to 
house (Luke 10:7), but there might be occasion to do it, as Paul 
did here. He departed out of the synagogue, being driven out by 
the perverseness of the unbelieving Jews, and he entered into a 
certain man’s house, named Justus, Acts 18:7. It should 
seem, he went to this man’s house, not to lodge, for he 
continued with Aquila and Priscilla, but to preach. When the 
Jews would not let him go on peaceably with his work in their 
meeting, this honest man opened his doors to him, 
and told him he should be welcome to preach 
there (see the “person of peace” principle); and 
Paul accepted the proposal. It was not the first time that God’s 
ark had taken up its lodging in a private house. When Paul 
could not have liberty to preach in the synagogue, he preached in 
a house, without any disparagement to his doctrine. But 
observe the account of this man and his house.  
 

1. The man was next door to a Jew; he was one that 
worshipped God; he was not an idolater, though he was a 
Gentile, but was a worshipper of the God of Israel, and him 
only, as Cornelius. That Paul might give the less offence to 
the Jews, though he had abandoned them, he set up his 
meeting in this man’s house. Even when he was under a 
necessity of breaking off from them to turn to the Gentiles, 
yet he would study to oblige them.  

 



2. The house was next door to the synagogue, it joined 
close to it, which some perhaps might interpret as done with 
design to draw people from the synagogue to the 
meeting; but I rather think it was done in charity, to show 
that he would come as near to them as he could, and was 
ready to return to them if they were but willing to receive his 
message, and would not contradict and blaspheme as they 
had done. 

 

 

B. That Paul presently saw the good fruit of his 
labours, both among Jews and Gentiles.  

1. Crispus a Jew, an eminent one, the chief 
ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord 
Jesus, with all his house, Acts 18:8. It was for 
the honour of the gospel that there were some rulers, 
and persons of the first rank both in church and state, 
that embraced it. This would leave the Jews 
inexcusable, that the ruler of their synagogue, who may 
be supposed to have excelled the rest in knowledge of 
the scriptures and zeal for their religion, believed the 
gospel, and yet they opposed and blasphemed it. Not 
only he, but his house, believed, and, probably, were 
baptized with him by Paul, 1 Cor. 1:14.  

 

2. Many of the Corinthians, who were 
Gentiles (and some of them persons of bad 
character, as appears, 1 Cor. 6:11; such were 
some of you), hearing, believed, and were baptized.  



First, they heard, for faith comes by hearing. Some 
perhaps came to hear Paul under some convictions of 
conscience that the way they were in was not right; but 
it is probable that the most came only for curiosity, 
because it was a new doctrine that was preached; 
but… 

Hearing, they believed, by the power of God working 
upon them; and…  

Believing, they were baptized, and so fixed for Christ, 
took upon them the profession of Christianity, and 
became entitled to the privileges of Christians. 

 

C. That Paul was encouraged by a vision to go on 
with his work at Corinth (Acts 18:9): The Lord Jesus 
spoke to Paul in the night by a vision; when he was musing on his 
work, communing with his own heart upon his bed, and 
considering whether he should continue here or no, what method 
he should take here, and what probability there was of doing 
good, then Christ appeared very seasonably to him, and in the 
multitude of his thoughts within him delighted his soul with divine 
consolations.  

1. He renewed his commission and charge to 
preach the gospel: “Be not afraid of the Jews; 
though they are very outrageous, and perhaps the more 
enraged by the conversion of the chief ruler of their 
synagogue. Be not afraid of the magistrates of the city, for 
they have no power against thee but what is given them from 
above. It is the cause of heaven thou art pleading, do it 
boldly. Be not afraid of their words, nor dismayed at 
their looks; but speak, and hold not thy peace; let slip 
no opportunity of speaking to them; cry aloud, spare 



not. Do not hold thy peace from speaking for fear of them, 
nor hold thy peace in speaking” (if I may so say); “do not 
speak shyly and with caution, but plainly and fully and with 
courage. Speak out; use all the liberty of spirit 
that becomes an ambassador for Christ.”  

2. He assured him of his presence with him, 
which was sufficient to animate him, and put life and spirit 
into him: “Be not afraid, for I am with thee, to 
protect thee, and bear thee out, and to deliver thee from all 
thy fears; speak, and hold not thy peace, for I am with thee, 
to own what thou sayest, to work with thee, and to confirm 
the word by signs following.” The same promise that 
ratified the general commission (Matt. 28:19, 
20), Lo I am with you always, is here 
repeated. Those that have Christ with them 
need not to fear, and ought not to shrink.  
3. He gave him a warrant of protection to 
save him harmless: “No man shall set on 
thee to hurt thee; thou shalt be delivered out 
of the hands of wicked and unreasonable men and 
shalt not be driven hence, as thou wast from other places, by 
persecution.” He does not promise that no man should set 
on him (for the next news we hear is that he is set upon, and 
brought to the judgment-seat, Acts 18:12), but, “No man 
shall set on thee to hurt thee; the remainder of their wrath 
shall be restrained; thou shalt not be beaten and 
imprisoned here, as thou wast at Philippi.” 
Paul met with coarser treatment at first than 
he did afterwards, and was now comforted 



according to the time wherein he had been 
afflicted. Trials shall not last always, Ps. 66:10-12. Or we 
may take it more generally: “No man shall set on thee, tou 
kakosai se—to do evil to thee; whatever trouble they may 
give thee, there is no real evil in it. They may kill thee, 
but they cannot hurt thee; for I am with 
thee,” Ps. 23:4; Isa. 41:10.  

4. He gave him a prospect of success: “For I 
have much people in this city. Therefore no man 
shall prevail to obstruct thy work, therefore I will be with 
thee to own thy work, and therefore do thou go on 
vigorously and cheerfully in it; for there are many in this 
city that are to be effectually called by thy ministry, in 
whom thou shalt see of the travail of thy soul.” Laos esti 
moi polys—There is to me a great people here. The Lord 
knows those that are his, yea, and those that shall be 
his; for it is by his work upon them that they become 
his, and known unto him are all his works. “I have them, 
though they yet know me not, though yet they are let 
captive by Satan at his will; for the Father has given 
them to me, to be a seed to serve me; I have them 
written in the book of life; I have their names down, and 
of all that were given me I will lose none; I have them, 
for I am sure to have them;” whom he did predestinate, 
those he called. In this city, though it be a very profane 
wicked city, full of impurity, and the more so for a temple of 
Venus there, to which there was a great resort, yet in this 
heap, that seems to be all chaff, there is wheat; in this 
ore, that seems to be all dross, there is gold.  

Let us not despair concerning any place, when even in 
Corinth Christ had much people. 



 

D. That upon this encouragement he made a long 
stay there (Acts 18:11): He continued at Corinth 
a year and six months, not to take his ease, but to follow 

his work, teaching the word of God among them; 
and, it being a city flocked to from all parts, he had opportunity 
there of preaching the gospel to strangers, and sending notice of 
it thence to other countries. He staid so long,  
 

1. For the bringing in of those that were without. Christ 
had many people there, and by the power of his grace he 
could have had them all converted in one month or week, as 
at the first preaching of the gospel, when thousands were 
enclosed at one cast of the net; but God works variously. 
The people Christ has at Corinth must be called in by 
degrees, some by one sermon, others by another; we 
see not yet all things put under Christ. Let Christ’s ministers 
go on in their duty, though their work be not done all at once; 
nay, though it be done but a little at a time.  
 
2. For the building up of those that were within. Those 
that are converted have still need to be taught the word of 
God, and particular need at Corinth to be taught it by Paul 
himself; for no sooner was the good seed sown in 
that field than the enemy came and sowed tares, 
the false apostles, those deceitful workers, of 
whom Paul in his epistles to the Corinthians 
complains so much.  
 
When the hands of Jewish persecutors were tied, who were 
professed enemies to the gospel, (QUOTE) Paul had a 
more vexatious trouble created him, and the church 



more mischievous damage done it, by the tongue of 
judaizing preachers, who, under colour of the Christian 
name, undermined the very foundations of Christianity.  
 
KEY CONTEXT:   Paul wrote the first epistle to the 
Thessalonians, which in order of time was the first of all the 
epistles he wrote by divine inspiration; and the second 
epistle to the same church was written not long after.  
 

OUT of the BOX MISSIONAL QUOTE: 
Ministers	  may	  be	  serving	  Christ,	  and	  

promoting	  the	  great	  ends	  of	  their	  ministry,	  by	  
writing	  good	  letters,	  as	  well	  as	  by	  preaching	  

good	  sermons.	  
	  

(NOTE: the Macadonians inspired Paul to be courageous in 
the face of fear… NOW… the Lord calls Paul to be changed 
again… this time shifting from being courageous to BE-ing 
confident in the promise, here-spoken, by God Almighty, 
directly to Paul – Amen!) 
 

	  
If	  you	  want	  to	  have	  what	  

others	  don’t…	  
You	  have	  to	  DO	  what	  others	  

won’t!	  



Jim	  Collins	  Resources:	  
(author	  of	  “Good	  to	  Great”	  and	  “Built	  to	  Last”	  

	  
 

Building Companies to Last 
Inc. Special Issue—The State of Small Business 

In a world of constant change, the fundamentals 
are more important than ever. 
 
Building Your Company's Vision  
Harvard Business Review (with Jerry I. Porras) 

This HBR cover story explains how companies that 
enjoy enduring success have core values and a 
core purpose that remain fixed, while their 
business strategies and practices endlessly adapt 
to a changing world. For the full text of this article, 
please contact Harvard Business Review. 
 

Halftime 
by Bob Buford (Foreword to the book published by Zondervan) 

We only get one life, and the urgency of getting on 
with what we’re meant to do increases every day. 
 
Hesselbein on Leadership 
by Frances Hesselbein (Foreword to the book by Frances Hesselbein) 

As we can learn from Frances Hesselbein, if your 
leadership flows first and foremost from inner 
character and integrity of ambition, then you can 
justly ask people to lend themselves to your 
organization and its mission—and you can create 
results. 



NEW    How the Mighty Fall: A Primer on the 
Warning Signs 
Businessweek 

Why do some companies fall from greatness? By 
understanding the Five Stages of Decline and 
avoiding their pitfalls, leaders can better sustain—
or regain—great results. 
 
 
 
NEW    How to Manage Through Chaos  FORTUNE 
Change is accelerating, uncertainty is permanent, 
and chaos is common. Yet some leaders and 
entrepreneurs navigate these conditions 
exceptionally well. They don't merely react; they 
create. They don't merely survive; they prevail. 
They don't merely succeed; they thrive. 
 
 
 
It's not What You Make, it's What You Stand 
For 
Inc. 

This article is part of Inc.'s cover story, "What 
Comes Next?" Jim Collins says that concentrating 
on products—or services, if that's what you sell—is 
a trap. 
 
 
 



Leadership Lessons from West Point 
Edited by Major Doug Crandall (Foreword to the book published by Jossey-
Bass) 

"In business, if you make bad decisions, people 
lose money, and perhaps jobs," the captain said. 
"In the military, if you make bad decisions, nations 
can fall and people can die." 
 
 
Turning Goals into Results: The Power of 
Catalytic Mechanisms  
Harvard Business Review 

Catalytic mechanisms are the most promising 
devices executives can use to achieve their Big 
Hairy Audacious Goals. For the full text of this 
article, please contact Harvard Business Review.	  


