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Intro:	   Let	  me	  ask	  you	  a	  question…	  When	  was	  the	  last	  time	  

you	  KNOW	  that	  you	  saw	  Almighty	  God	  do	  an	  
extraordinary	  miracle?	  

	  
T/S:	   Many,	  as	  far	  as	  they	  know,	  have	  NEVER	  seen…	  	  
	  
	  

Timeless	  Truth	  
Miracles	  are	  ALWAYS	  about	  the	  

Messiah	  &	  Mission	  
	  
Preview:	  
	  

A. Spirit	  	   CONCEIVED	  
B. Spirit	  	   	   DECEIVED	  
C. Spirit	  	   	   	   BELIEVED	  
D. Spirit	  	   	   	   	   RELIEVED	  
E. Spirit	  	   	   	   	   	   ACHEIVED	  

	  
	  
T/S:	   Let’s	  begin	  by	  reminding	  ourselves	  of	  the	  context	  in	  

which	  today’s	  passage	  is	  being	  shared…	  	  



Context:	  
	  

! Acts	  19:1-‐7	   “Spirit	  	  RECEIVED	  &	  BELIEVED”	  
	  

! Acts	  19:8-‐10	   “Spirit	  REJECTED	  &	  REFORMED”	  
	  
	  
	  
I. Spirit	  CONCEIVED	  	  (v.11-‐12)	  

	  
11And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the 

hands of Paul, 12so that even handkerchiefs or 
aprons that had touched his skin were carried away 
to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil 

spirits came out of them.	  
	  
	  

! GOD	  was	  doing…	  	  	  	  Illustration:	  	  we’re	  “Puppets”	  
! “Extraordinary	  miracles”	  

" Men	  
" Means	  

o Sweat	  rags…	  
o “Your	  ways	  are	  not	  My	  ways…”	  
o Radio	  ministry…	  	  (VIDEO)	  

" Measures:	  
o MIRACLES!	  

• Diseases	  
• Devils	  	  
• Disciples!	  	  (you	  &	  me)	  



II. Spirit	  DECEIVED	  (v.13-‐16)	  
	  

13Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists 
undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over 

those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by 
the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 14Seven sons of a 

Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 
15But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, 
and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” 16And the 

man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, 
mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that 

they fled out of that house naked and wounded.	  
	  

	  
NOTE:	   see	  the	  reality	  of	  spiritual	  warfare!	  

(connect	  Ephesus	  &	  Ephesians	  6:10ff)	  
	  

! “some	  itinerant”	  	  =	  	  “some	  men”	  cf.	  Acts	  15:1	  
! “itinerant”	  requires	  differentiation…	  

" Fund-‐raisers	  (pulpit	  pimps)	  
" Faith-‐builders	  (men	  of	  God)	  
" Fear-‐spreaders	  (see	  v.17)	  

	  
They discovered that no one can control or 
duplicate God's power. These men were 
calling on the name of Jesus without knowing 
him personally. 



(*** see parallel with Acts 5… ***) - JDP 
	  

! “…but	  who	  are	  YOU?”	  
President Calvin Coolidge: 

renowned for his lack of zeal… 

“…could remain silent in many languages” 

When he died it was said:   

“How did you know?” 

 

! You can’t “use” the name of Jesus w/out His Spirit 

 

! Differentiate between humble & humiliated ministry 

 

QUOTE:  Dr. Albert Mohler 

“I pray that the faculty, alumni, & student 
body lists are prominently displayed in the 

post office of hell…  My prayer is that those 
that train and/or have been trained here at 

Southern Seminary will be famous & feared 
in the bowels of hell!” 



Let us not seek fame & fortune here on earth, 
but rather, may we pray to become well known 
in heaven and hell for our utter, total devotion  
to our King & His Great Commission… - JDP 

	  
	  
	  
III. Spirit	  BELIEVED	  	  (v.17)	  

	  
17And this became known to all the residents of 
Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell 
upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus 

was extolled.	  
	  

Jesus said, 

"Do not be afraid of those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be 
afraid of the One who can destroy both 

soul and body in hell" (Matt. 10:28). 
	  

Where	  biblical	  fear	  begins,	  biblical	  faith	  is	  begins…	  
When	  biblical	  fear	  grows…	  biblical	  faith	  grows	  as	  well.	  -‐	  JDP	  
	  



IV. Spirit	  RELIEVED	  	  (v.18-‐19)	  
	  
18Also many of those who were now believers 
came, confessing and divulging their practices. 

19And a number of those who had practiced 
magic arts brought their books together and 

burned them in the sight of all. And they 
counted the value of them and found it came to 

fifty thousand pieces of silver.	  
	  
	  
NOTE:	   v.18-‐20	  =	  Portrait	  of	  Biblical	  Believers:	  
	  

1. Come	  
2. Confess	  
3. Count-‐the-‐Cost	  
4. Cash-‐in	  
5. Continue	  (for	  King	  and	  kingdom)	  

	  
	  

A. COME	  
1. 	  In	  FEAR	  

a. 	  	  “…beginning	  of	  wisdom”	  
b. 	  	  	  Jonathan	  Edward’s	  sermon	  

2. In	  FAITH	  
a. John	  14:6	  

	  	  



B. CONFESS	  	  	  (cf.	  Romans	  3:23;	  6:23;	  5:8;	  10:9)	  
	  

C. COUNT-‐the-‐COST	  	  (John	  14:15	  	  &	  	  Luke	  14:27)	  
	  

D. CASH-‐in	  
DEMONSTRATION	  

Like	  the	  Ephesians…	  let’s	  each	  take	  a	  minute	  to	  
intentionally	  contemplate	  what	  we	  need	  to	  “cash-‐in”	  
and	  “BURN”	  for	  the	  glory	  of	  God…	  

	  
Write	  down	  on	  your	  index	  card	  those	  things	  that	  have	  
hindered	  your	  walk…	  the	  trappings,	  temptations,	  or	  
troubling	  threats	  to	  your	  intimacy	  with	  Jesus	  (and	  His	  
bride)	  

	  
We,	  like	  the	  Ephesians,	  will	  compile	  together	  those	  
things	  that	  need	  to	  be	  permanently	  placed	  in	  our	  
past…	  	  

	  
We	  will	  take	  the	  next	  8-‐9	  minutes	  to	  pray	  this	  process	  
through	  and	  then	  follow	  through	  by	  taking	  action…	  	  	  

	  
Write	  down	  what	  you	  are	  promising	  to	  leave	  behind,	  
put	  it	  in	  this	  box	  (where	  NO	  ONE	  will	  ever	  see	  it	  except	  
you	  and	  the	  Lord)…and	  we	  will	  burn	  the	  box(s)	  and	  
their	  content	  this	  afternoon,	  immediately	  after	  the	  
service…	  



This	  is	  a	  beautiful	  demonstration	  of	  the	  gospel’s	  
promise	  to	  ALL	  who	  repent	  and	  receive,	  who	  believe	  
and	  receive,	  Jesus	  the	  Christ	  as	  their	  personal	  Lord	  
and	  Savior	  –	  Amen!	  
	  

VIDEO:	  	  “Break	  Every	  Chain”	  

QUOTE:	  	   If we desire to be in earnest in the 
great work of salvation, every pursuit and 
enjoyment must be given up which hinders 
the effect of the gospel upon the mind, or 

loosens its hold upon the heart. 
          - Matthew Henry  

	  
	  
T/S:	   CONTINUE…	  
	  
V. Spirit	  ACHIEVED	  	  (v.20)	  

	  
So the word of the Lord continued to increase 

and prevail mightily.	  
	  

	  
1. God	  was	  doing	  extraordinary	  miracles…	  
2. God	  was	  bringing	  fear	  &	  building	  faith…	  
3. God	  was	  fulfilling	  His	  Great	  Commission	  promise!	  



Take special note: 

As had happened at Samaria (8:9-13), 
Cyprus (13:6-11), and Philippi (16:16-
18), the powerful forces of pagan magic 

(19:19) and religion connected to 
demonic activity were confronted by the 

far more powerful work of the Holy Spirit 
ministering through Paul. 

	  
! Matthew	  28:18-‐20	  	  &	  	  Acts	  1:8	  
! John	  6:44	  
! John	  8:32	  &	  36	  
! 1	  John	  (children	  of	  God	  vs.	  children	  of	  the	  Devil)	  
! 2	  Corinthians	  5:17-‐21	  

 

I thank God for the extraordinary miracles I 
have seen Him do in us…  We are, in large part, a 
people who once were dead in our sins, but are 
now alive in our Savior!  - Amen & AMEN! 

Let’s PRAY! 



“The	  Emphasis	  In	  Ephesus”	  
Acts	  19:11-‐20	  
January	  10,	  2015	  

	  
11  God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of 
Paul,  
12  so that handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his 
body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits 
went out.  
13  But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to 
place, attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the 
name of the Lord Jesus, saying, "I adjure you by Jesus whom 
Paul preaches."  
14  Seven sons of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing 
this.  
15  And the evil spirit answered and said to them, "I recognize 
Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?"  
16  And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them and 
subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out 
of that house naked and wounded.  
17  This became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who lived in 
Ephesus; and fear fell upon them all and the name of the Lord 
Jesus was being magnified.  
18  Many also of those who had believed kept coming, confessing 
and disclosing their practices.  
19  And many of those who practiced magic brought their books 
together and began burning them in the sight of everyone; and 
they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand 
pieces of silver.  
20  So the word of the Lord was growing mightily and prevailing.  
 



TEXTUAL Outline 
11 God was performing extraordinary miracles… (thru Paul) 
 
12  So… (even handkerchiefs… healed of diseases/spirits)  
 
13   But… some exorcists tried…in the name of Jesus 
 
14    7 sons of Sceva are the “exorcists” 
 
15     spirits responded… but who are you 
 
16      the man beat them… 

…ran out naked/wounded 
 
17     All of Ephesus learned of this account 
     All of Ephesus… “fear fell over them” 
     “The name of the Lord being magnified” 
      
18     Also… 
      Many who believed… 
       Kept coming 
       Kept confessing 
       Kept disclosing  

(their practices) 
 
19     And… 
      Many who practiced magic… 
       Brought their books…  
       Burnt their books… publicly  
       Counted the cost… (literally) 
        50,000 pieces of silver 



20 So… 
  the Word of the Lord… 
   was growing mightily…  
    and 
   prevailing. 
 
 
 

PRINCIPLE Outline: 
 
11  Creator God is sovereign over creation 

(“Our Father, who is in heaven…”) 
 
12  Creator God is active in creation   

God intentionally displays His power 
    God intentionally displays His authority 
    God intentionally displays His delegation 
    God intentionally displays His mercy 
    God intentionally displays His love 

 
(“Your will be done…”) 

    
***  Miracles are Missional *** 

 
 
13-16 Counterfeits (13-14)  &  Consequences (15-16) 

(“on earth as it is in heaven…”) 
    
 
17  Christ is King (Creator & Lord) 

(“hallowed be Your name…” 



 
*** Message is Missional *** 

 
18-19 Christians…  

Coming  (“…give us this day our daily bread…)  
Confessing  (“…and forgive us our trespasses…) 
Counting the Cost  (…deliver us from evil…) 

 
20  Kingdom Come-ing  

(“Your kingdom come, 
YOUR will BE done…..  

as earth as it is in heaven…”) 
 

*** Messiah is Missional *** 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 6:10-13 (NASB) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.  
10  'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in 
heaven.  
11  'Give us this day our daily bread.  
12  'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors.  
13  'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 



Extraordinary Miracles (19:11-20) 

AFTER LUKE'S SUMMARY of the ministry in Ephesus, he records 
a few incidents or pictures that help us understand the unique 
experiences Paul had there. Verses 11-12 summarize the 
apostle's ministry in the miraculous. As discussed in 
other sections, the apologist who marshaled arguments for the 
gospel was also the healer. The expression 
"extraordinary miracles" indicates that 
something unusual happened in Ephesus. 
Some background information on Ephesus will help us 
understand Paul's ministry.  

This city had a reputation as a center for the 
learning and practice of magical arts.  
"Its reputation in this respect is indicated by the fact that the 
phrase 'Ephesian writings' (Ephesia grammata) was 
commonly used in antiquity for documents containing spells 
and formulae." 

  

In addition to Paul's evangelistic ministry 
(vv. 8-10), he also had a ministry that can 
be classed as a "power encounter," where 
Christ's power over the forces that bound 

the people was clearly demonstrated. 



Clinton Arnold, in his study Ephesians, Power and Magic, 
points out the significance of the fact that Paul's most 
complete study of spiritual powers and of the 
battle Christians face against them comes in his 
letter to Ephesus.  

Many of the actions that took place in Ephesus 
are related to this need to demonstrate the 

power of God over these forces. 
 

Bruce suggests that the "handkerchiefs and aprons that had 
touched him [and] were taken to the sick" (v. 12) may have been 
"those which Paul used in his tentmaking or leather-working—
the sweat rags for tying round his head and aprons for tying 
round his waist."  

We cannot be sure whether Paul 
deliberately adopted this strategy or 

whether, as with the healing that took 
place through a woman's touching the 

edge of Christ's cloak (Luke 8:44), 
others took these objects representing 

Paul to the sick. 



In a culture where people were steeped in the use of such items, 
it is understandable that they would use them in connection with 
healing in the name of Jesus.  

Luke, however, is eager to stress that 
God was the one who "did 

extraordinary miracles through Paul," 
not Paul himself or the aprons. 

As a result, the people's "illnesses were cured and the evil spirits 
left them" (v. 12).  

It is not surprising that the casting out of demons, 
which is more prominent in the Gospels than in Acts, 
gains prominence in a place under the grip of occult 
practices. 

The next picture Luke gives us is of "seven sons of Sceva, a 
Jewish chief priest" (v. 14). They were among the "Jews who 
went around driving out evil spirits [and who] tried to invoke the 
name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed" 
(v. 13).  

According to Bruce, "among practitioners of magic in ancient 
times Jews enjoyed high respect, for they were believed to have 
exceptionally effective spells at their command." He writes that 
"the fact that the name of God was not pronounced by vulgar 
lips was generally known among pagans, and misrepresented by 
them according to regular magical principles." By contrast, "the 
Jewish high priest was the one man who was authorized to 



pronounce the otherwise ineffable name… Such a person would 
therefore enjoy prestige among magicians." Bruce thinks, 
therefore, that "Jewish chief priest" may have been a self-
designation, taken on by Sceva.  

The evil spirit in the person being exorcised by the sons of 
Sceva attacked these exorcists, leaving them naked and bleeding 
(v. 16).  

As Ed Murphy points out, this was a case of evil spirits battling 
each other—that is, the evil spirit in the possessed person battled 
the demonized exorcists. How can we harmonize this fact with 
Christ's statement that Satan will not be divided against Satan? 
Demons can expel and attack other demons to enhance the 
control of demons over people. Such demon-to-demon attacks 
only increase Satan's hold over people. 

Luke goes on to paint the picture of a people seized 
with fear and holding the name of Jesus in high honor 
(v. 17). This came as a direct result of the 
demonstration of God's power…   

Supernatural, Holy Spirit demonstrations were an important 
aspect of effective evangelism among those under the grip of 
occult power. Related to this was the open confession of evil 
deeds, culminating in a grand scroll-burning session (vv. 18-19).  

"Openly confessed" (v. 18) probably refers to these people's 
revealing the content of their spells. "According to magical 
theory, the potency of a spell is bound up with its secrecy; if 
it be divulged, it becomes ineffective.  



So these converted magicians renounced their imagined power 
by rendering their spells inoperative."  

The scrolls burned were valued at fifty thousand 
drachmas, which was equivalent to about 
fifty thousand days' wages of an average 
worker—a great value.  

The scrolls burned must have been documents containing spells 
and formulae for which Ephesus was famous. "Magical papyri 
were rolled up in small cylinders or lockets used as amulets 
around the neck."  

Luke's customary summary statement 
about the growth of the church had a significant 
emphasis for a place like Ephesus:  

"In this way the word of the Lord spread 
widely and grew in power"                                         

(v. 20). 

The word was, as always, primary. 
 

But the mention of growth in power is relevant among a people 
living under bondage to demonic powers. 

 



WORKING WITH PEOPLE influenced by magic and the occult. 
This passage gives us helpful keys to working with people 
who have been influenced by the occult and by other forms 
of satanic magic. 

Like the other descriptions of evangelistic ministry in Acts, this 
one offers a good example of effective contextualization. 
Some aspects of evangelism, such as the basic content of the 
gospel, are necessary in every place where it occurs. Thus, when 
Luke describes the growth of the church, while he includes a 
note about growth in power (which was relevant to Ephesus), his 
primary focus is on how "the word of the Lord spread" (v. 20). 

Great “Contextualization” Explanation: 

QUOTE: 

Each culture, however, has certain features that 
particularly keep people away from God, that hold 
them in bondage, or that make them receptive to 
the gospel. A contextualized ministry will deal 
effectively with these features. Peter in Jerusalem 
and Paul in Antioch of Pisidia focused on the 
Jewish hope for a Messiah and how Christ fulfills 
that. In Athens Paul attacked the intellectual base 
for idolatry. In Ephesus Paul's ministry addressed 
the bondage to magic of the people living there. It 
is therefore helpful to see the incidents at Ephesus 
as examples of power encounter with the demonic. 



There has been much discussion on this topic in recent times, 
and the term power encounter is often used in a broad sense to 
include everything that we usually associate with spiritual 
warfare. I have found it more helpful to follow Ed Murphy in 
restricting the use of this expression to crisis points in the 
ongoing spiritual warfare, where issues are brought to a head 
and the battle for allegiance takes a decisive turn. This is the 
type of thing that happened in Ephesus, with people not only 
forsaking their magical practices, but also "openly confess[ing] 
their evil deeds" (v. 18) and burning the scrolls through which 
they practiced magic (v. 19). It also occurred between two 
demonic forces: those possessing an individual who needed to 
be exorcised and those performing the exorcisms (the seven sons 
of Sceva). The latter were comprehensively defeated in that 
encounter (vv. 14-16). 

Does the use of "handkerchiefs and aprons" in Ephesus (v. 12) 
give us the freedom to use such methods today? We should 
be careful about banning such things outright, as 
some do. But we should also note that we are not 
sure whether this method was actively advocated 
by Paul. At the same time, in a culture influenced 
heavily by magic (where the symbolic is 
important), God used symbols to reveal himself 
to the people. Could the use of these methods be an example 
of God's accommodating himself to human frailty rather than a 
pattern for all to follow?  

Conrad Gempf thinks so:  



"The incarnation has always been about God limiting 
himself in dramatic, nearly absurd, ways in order to 
communicate to a fallen and absurd people." If this is the 
case, we can glean the principle that, in the process of 
contextualization, we may need to accommodate ourselves to 
people's frailty so long as it does not contradict biblical 
principles. 

 

QUOTE: 

Luke's description of fear being among the 
people as a result of the demonstration of 

power suggests that fear played an 
important role in bringing people to God in 

Ephesus (vv. 17-18). 
 

We have already looked at the place fear (resulting from the 
demonstration of God's miraculous power) has in the gospel 
program. Here the focus is on fear in a background heavily 
influenced by the occult. Even today people go to magical or 
occult sources for guidance and help primarily because of fear of 
the unknown. They are held in the grip of satanic influence by 
fear, for they are afraid of displeasing these forces. That God is 
greater than these forces can be an important means to helping 
them shift their allegiance to God.  



As Jesus said, 

"Do not be afraid of those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be 
afraid of the One who can destroy both 

soul and body in hell" (Matt. 10:28). 
Many reject the gospel because they fear to displease gods and 
other powers. Actually, they should be accepting the gospel out 
of fear of displeasing the supreme God.  

While this is not the heart of the gospel, it 
is an important element. 

What do we make of the burning of the scrolls (v. 19)? This 
incident has been used throughout the centuries as a basis for 
burning books and destroying idols. Does it give us a precedent? 
The practice of burning books to repudiate their contents was 
common in Paul's day. But this was more than that; it was also a 
case of destroying spells deemed to have magical power.  

A key to understanding what happened in Ephesus is 
remembering that people under bondage to occult forces 
needed to be delivered from their hold on them.  

This was a situation of power encounter; the same applies to 
people under the grip of the occult today. 

 



QUOTE: 

THE PLACE OF truth in contextualized ministry. We hear 
many voices today downplaying the value of truth-centered 
evangelism. Such people, including many who class themselves 
as evangelicals, claim we live in an age when people no longer 
think in categories that value truth. In its place, they advocate a 
needs-based evangelism, which shows Jesus as the answer to felt 
needs. Sensitivity to needs was certainly a key to Paul's 
evangelistic strategy (cf. Paul's ministry in Ephesus and 
elsewhere). But basic to his gospel presentation was the primacy 
of its truth. This will always be so, for Christianity is a religion 
that claims to have God's complete revelation to humanity. 
Those who downplay the truthfulness and content of the gospel 
have sadly betrayed its heart and have given in to syncretism.  

 

Ministering in occult-related situations. Millions of people 
both in the East and the West have been influenced by the occult 
world. Fear of evil spirits and of the unknown was the 
dominant emotion in Ephesus, as it is throughout the 
world today. The presence of an astrology page in many 
newspapers and magazines gives evidence of that. Moreover, 
many visit mediums, astrologers, and the like for guidance.  

Therefore the presentation of God as the all-
powerful Supreme Being, higher than all the 
other forces that people are going to, is relevant. 



The use of symbols, as we saw in use of handkerchiefs and 
aprons in Ephesus, may also have new significance in today's 
world.  

Evangelicals have generally attributed a negative 
value to religious symbols. That probably springs 
from a history of opposition to what happened in 
Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches, where 

symbols were often viewed as mediating salvation 
and became substitutes to faith. 

In the Bible, however,                                                  
God gave a high place to symbols                                  

as means through which his message                           
could be burned into the minds of people. 

We must, of course, be careful about focusing so much on the 
symbols that we miss the emphasis that God is the one who does 
the healing (cf. v. 11). That is, the symbols must not achieve a 
magical status. But today too we may use symbols to help 
people realize the victory that Christ has won for them over the 
forces of darkness. 

Baptism by immersion                                   
may be a significant symbol to communicate 

God's cleansing to a person who had 
repented from a life of great immorality. 



Physical objects pointing to a spiritual truth that can get easily 
obliterated may be used with caution in our ministries. I often 
have key verses, which I need to sustain me through a crisis, 
pasted on the wall of my room. People wear their wedding ring 
when they travel, and one among many reasons for this is to 
ward off the temptation to get too close to someone other than 
one's spouse. Churches give the right hand of fellowship to new 
members to express their welcome to the family (Gal. 2:9). 
Leaders lay hands on and pray for people in special need. James 
recommends anointing the sick with oil when they are prayed 
over (James 5:14). These are all symbols to remind us of a 
deeper truth that can be forgotten or to proclaim a truth that 
people need to know. 

It is also important that, just as there was open confession and 
the burning of paraphernalia related to the practice of magic, 
there should be an open repudiation of all occult 
connections by the converted person. This is 
because once we give Satan a foothold, he can 
continue to have an insidious hold on our lives. His 
influences must be decisively repudiated.  

Because occult paraphernalia were sources of security for an 
individual, these may not be as easy to renounce as it seems. A 
friend of mine in the university who accepted Christ soon 
realized that he had to throw away a charm that he had bought 
from a Buddhist monk for his protection. It had cost a lot of 
money and had at one time been a source of security. But when 
he decided that it had to be disposed of, he did not sell the charm 



or return it to the monk. Instead, he threw it into a field in a 
decisively symbolic act of repudiation. 

Paul's strategy was to argue against idolatry so that people, 
realizing the futility of idols, would put them away themselves. 
If they were going to accept Christ, they had to reject idols and 
cease to depend on any other non-Christian religious practice. I 
usually do this with Buddhists and Hindus before they pray a 
prayer of commitment to Christ. I do not lead them into the step 
of commitment unless they are willing to forsake all other gods. 
This sometimes elicits opposition. 

With people who have dabbled in the occult, there must always 
be some dramatic form of cleansing from the past. The burning 
of photographs of satanic groups, the destruction of charms, 
prayers for God's cleansing of homes where occult practices 
have taken place, prayers for deliverance from all remaining 
vestiges of occult power for people who have backgrounds of 
occult involvement—these will all be necessary when 
ministering with today's occult-ridden people.  

 
       - NIV Application Commentary 

 
 
 
 

19:11–12 The other aspect of Paul’s ministry in 
Ephesus involved the miracles God worked 
through him.  



Luke described these as being “extraordinary,” which is 
something of an understatement.  

The people would take cloths Paul had touched and carry them 
to the sick for healing. The words used for the cloths are both 
Latin loan-words, and their meaning is not absolutely clear. One 
is soudaria, which could refer either to handkerchiefs (as the 
NIV) or to “sweat bands” tied around the head. The other, 
simikinthia, are variously seen as aprons tied around the waist or 
towels used for wiping off perspiration. Whichever translation is 
followed, the basic idea is the same.  

The people believed that even the cloths that had touched 
the apostle’s body had healing efficacy, and Luke indicated 
that such was indeed the case. 

This practice often strikes the modern mind 
as too close to the relic worship that plagued 
the medieval church. It is, however, present 

in other New Testament miracle traditions—
the healing hem of Jesus’ garment (Mark 
5:27–34; 6:56) and the healing shadow of 

Peter (Acts 5:15). 
 

Perhaps it is to be viewed as God’s accommodation to the mind-
set of the people of that age.    



The miracles wrought by the apostles 
are never presented as ends in 

themselves but always as opportunities, 
assistance to faith and commitment. 

That is true in the present instance.  

The power of God manifest in Paul’s miracles 
ultimately led to the Ephesians’ overcoming their 
magic and superstition (cf. 19:17–20). 

 
       - New American Commentary  
 
 
 

8–12. It is worthy of note that Paul commenced his labors in 
Ephesus by rectifying what he found wrong in the few disciples 
already there, before he undertook to add to their number. It is 
an example worthy of imitation to the full extent that may be 
found practicable. When he had accomplished this, he was 
prepared to grapple with the Jewish and pagan errors which 
pervaded the community.  

This scene in the Jewish synagogue is quite uniform in its 
details, with other which we have noticed. Here is the same 
earnest argument and persuasion upon the one invariable theme; 
the same increasing obstinacy and evil speaking on the part of 



the unbelieving Jews, and the same final separation of Paul and 
the few who believed, from the synagogue and the majority who 
controlled it. As the private house of Justus had been his retreat 
in Corinth, the school-house of Tyrannus was his resort in 
Ephesus. Such incidents have their counterpart in the history of 
all men who have attempted, from that day to this, to correct the 
religious teachings of their cotemporaries. All such attempts are 
regarded by prevailing religious parties as troublesome 
innovations, and the houses erected for public worship are often 
closed against them. But such petty annoyances are not 
sufficient now, as they were not then, to suppress the truth. Paul, 
in the school-house of Tyrannus, had access to the ears of many 
who would never have entered a synagogue, and who were 
conciliated by the very fact that it was the Jews who persecuted 
him. The circumstances gained him a favorable hearing from the 
Greeks, while the unusual miracles wrought gave 
overwhelming attestation to the words he spoke.  

 

vv.13–17.  It is difficult to imagine how men could 
witness miracles so astonishing and not acknowledge the 
presence of divine power. We would suppose that even atheism 
would be confounded in the presence of such manifestations, 
and that the most hardened sinner would tremble. How deep the 
depravity, then, of men, even Jews by birth and education, who 
would see in them nothing but the tricks of a skillful and 
designing magician. Simon the sorcerer had offered to purchase 
this power with money, and Bar-jesus had sought to convince 
Sergius Paulus that it was a cheat; but the former was made to 
tremble under the withering rebuke of Peter, and the latter had 



been smitten with blindness by the power which he reviled. A 
similar display of human depravity, followed by a castigation 
equally severe, occurred in connection with the unusual miracles 
just mentioned.  

Nothing is more mortifying, or better calculated to provoke the 
contempt of the community, than the unexpected exposure of 
mysterious pretensions such as were assumed by these exorcists.  

 

The spirit was enraged at their insulting pretensions, 
and doubtless enjoyed the joke of exposing them. 

 

they fled, presenting a very ludicrous aspect as they passed 
along the streets.  

While all Ephesus was laughing at them, it 
was remembered that the spirit 

acknowledged the authority of Jesus, and of 
Paul, and that a licentious use of the name 
of Jesus was the cause of all their trouble. 

 

The mirth awakened by the event was soon changed to 
reverence for the name of Jesus, which they now saw was not, as 
the exorcists had pretended, a mere conjurer's talisman.  



vv.18–20.  The exposure of the seven exorcists reflected 
discredit upon all the pretenders to magic in Ephesus, while 
the name of Jesus was magnified.  

The effects upon the public mind were immense 
and astonishing.  
The believers who “came and confessed and declared their 
practices,” had not, till now, realized the impropriety of those 
arts, which their heathen education had taught them to regard 
with reverence.  

That others, who were not yet disciples, did the same thing, and 
even burned up their books, is a striking proof of the fear that 
fell upon them all.  

The pieces of silver in which the value of the books was 
computed were doubtless the Attic didrachma; for it was a 
Greek city, and this was the most common silver coin among the 
Greeks. It was worth fifteen cents of Federal money, and the 
value of all the books was seven thousand five hundred dollars; 
a sufficient indication of the extent to which these arts prevailed, 
and of the number and value of the books written in explanation 
of them.  

This whole account is in full accordance with the 
profane history of Ephesus, which represents it as 
the chief center of magic arts in the whole Roman 
empire. 
      - A Commentary on Acts of Apostles	  



19:13 These Jews traveled from town to town making a living 
by claiming to heal people and drive out demons. Often they 
would recite a whole list of names in their 
incantation to be sure of including the right deity. 
Here they were trying to use Jesus' name in an 
effort to match Paul's power. 
19:13-16 Some Ephesians engaged in exorcism and occult 
practices for profit (see 19:18, 19). The sons of Sceva were 
impressed by Paul, whose power to drive out demons came from 
God's Holy Spirit, not from witchcraft, and was obviously more 
powerful than theirs. They discovered that no one 
can control or duplicate God's power. These 
men were calling on the name of Jesus 
without knowing him personally. The power to 
change people comes from Christ. It cannot be tapped by 
reciting his name like a magic charm. God works his power only 
through those he chooses. 

19:18, 19  Ephesus was a center for black magic and 
other occult practices. The people cooked up magical formulas 
to give them wealth, happiness, and success in marriage. 
Superstition and sorcery were commonplace. God clearly 
forbids such practices (Deuteronomy 18:9-13). You 
cannot be a believer and hold on to the occult, black 
magic, or sorcery. Once you begin to dabble in these areas, 
you may become obsessed by them because Satan is very 
powerful.  



God's power is even greater (1 John 4:4; 
Revelation 20:10). If you are mixed up in the 

occult, learn a lesson from the Ephesians 
and get rid of anything that could trap you   

in such practices.    

      - Life Application Study Bible. 
	  
	  

19:12 handkerchiefs or aprons ... his skin. That is, sweat 
cloths or work aprons that Paul used as he worked at making 
tents or awnings (18:3). 

to the sick. This was not Paul's doing; because of 
their pagan religious background, the Ephesians 
were used to employing superstitious means (v. 
19). God accommodated His gracious work to 
their ignorance. 
19:13 evil spirits. In ancient times it was common practice to 
use magical names to drive out evil spirits. Jews in Ephesus 
presumed "to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus" over those 
possessed, trying to imitate what Paul did (v. 12; 16:18). 

19:19 their books. These were scrolls with the names and 
incantations used in their magic. 
          - The Reformation Study Bible 



Verse 11 

37 tn BDAG 1019 s.v. τυγχάνω 2.d states, “δυνάµεις οὐ τὰς 
τυχούσας extraordinary miracles Ac 19:11.” 

Verse 12 

38 tn Or “skin” (the outer surface of the body). 

39 tn Or “were taken.” It might be that as word went out into the 
region that since the sick could not come to Paul, healing was 
brought to them this way. The “handkerchiefs” are probably face 
cloths for wiping perspiration (see BDAG 934 s.v. σουδάριον) 
while the “aprons” might be material worn by workmen (BDAG 
923-24 s.v. σιµικίνθιον). 

40 tn The words “of them” are not in the Greek text, but are 
implied. 

Verse 13 

41 tn Grk “some Jewish exorcists who traveled about.” The 
adjectival participle περιερχοµένων (periercomenōn) has been 
translated as “itinerant.” 

42 tn Grk “to name the name.” 

43 tn Grk “who had.” Here ἔχω (ecō) is used of demon 
possession, a common usage according to BDAG 421 s.v. ἔχω 
7.a.α. 

44 sn The expression I sternly warn you means “I charge you as 
under oath.” 



Verse 14 

45 tn Grk “a certain Sceva.” 

46 sn Within the sequence of the narrative, this amounts to a 
parenthetical note by the author. 

Verse 15 

47 tn Grk “answered and said to them.” The expression, 
redundant in English, has been simplified to “replied.” 

48 tn Grk “Jesus I know about.” Here ᾿Ιησοῦν (Iēsoun) is in 
emphatic position in Greek, but placing the object first is not 
normal in contemporary English style. 

49 tn BDAG 380 s.v. ἐπίσταµαι 2 has “know, be acquainted 
with τινά... τὸν Παῦλον Ac 19:15.” Here the translation “be 
acquainted with” was used to differentiate from the previous 
phrase which has γινώσκω (ginōskō). 

50 sn But who are you? This account shows how 
the power of Paul was so distinct that parallel 
claims to access that power were denied. In fact, 
such manipulation, by those who did not know 
Jesus, was judged (v. 16). The indirect way in 
which the exorcists made the appeal shows their 
distance from Jesus. 

    (*** see parallel with Acts 5… ***) - JDP 
 



Verse 16 

51 tn Grk “in whom the evil spirit was.” 

52 tn Grk “the man in whom the evil spirit was, jumping on 
them.” The participle ἐφαλόµενος (ephalomenos) has been 
translated as a finite verb due to requirements of contemporary 
English style. L&N 15.239 has “ἐφαλόµενος ὁ ἄνθρωπος ἐπ᾿ 
αὐτούς ‘the man jumped on them' Ac 19:16.” 

53 tn Grk “and beating them all into submission.” The participle 
κατακυριεύσας (katakurieusas) has been translated as a finite 
verb due to requirements of contemporary English style. 
According to W. Foerster, TDNT 3:1098, the word means “the 
exercise of dominion against someone, i.e., to one's own 
advantage.” These exorcists were shown to be 
powerless in comparison to Jesus who was 
working through Paul. 
 

54 tn BDAG 484 s.v. ἰσχύω 3 has “win out, prevail... κατά τινος 
over, against someone Ac 19:16.” 

Verse 17 

55 map For location see JP1-D2; JP2-D2; JP3-D2; JP4-D2. 

56 tn Grk “fell on.” BDAG 377 s.v. ἐπιπίπτω 2 has “φόβος ἐ. 
ἐπί τινα fear came upon someone... Ac 19:17.” 

57 tn Or “exalted.” 



Verse 18 

58 tn Grk “came”; the word “forward” is supplied in the 
translation to clarify the meaning and to conform to the 
contemporary English idiom. 

59 tn Or “confessing and disclosing their deeds.” BDAG 59 s.v. 
ἀναγγέλλω 2 has “W. ἐξοµολογεῖσθαι: ἀ. τὰς πράξεις αὐτο'ν 
make their deeds known Ac 19:18.” 

sn Making their deeds known. Ephesus was a major pagan 
religious center with much syncretistic “magical” 
practice. Coming to Jesus changed the lives and 
attitudes of these believers, creating a social impact. 

Verse 19 

60 tn BDAG 472 s.v. ἱκανός 4.a has “many, quite a few” for 
ἱκανοί (hikanoi) in this verse. 

61 tn On this term see BDAG 800 s.v. περίεργος 2. 

62 tn Or “scrolls.” 

63 tn Or “burned them up publicly.” L&N 14.66 has “‘they 
brought their books together and burned them up in the presence 
of everyone' Ac 19:19.” 

64 tn Grk “and when.” Because of the length of the Greek 
sentence, the conjunction καί (kai) has not been translated here. 
Instead a new English sentence is begun. 



65 tn Or “fifty thousand silver drachmas” (about $10,000 US 
dollars). BDAG 128 s.v. ἀργύριον 2.c states, “ἀργυρίου 
µυριάδας πέντε 50,000 (Attic silver) drachmas Ac 19:19.” 
Another way to express the value would be in sheep: One 
drachma could buy one sheep. So this many drachmas could 
purchase a huge flock of sheep. A drachma also equals 
a denarius, or a day's wage for the average 
worker. So this amount would be equal to 50,000 work days 
or in excess of 8,300 weeks of labor (the weeks are calculated at 
six working days because of the Jewish cultural context). The 
impact of Christianity on the Ephesian economy was 
considerable (note in regard to this the concerns expressed in 
19:26-27). 

Verse 20 

66 sn The word of the Lord is a technical 
expression in OT literature, often referring to 
a divine prophetic utterance (e.g., Gen 15:1, 
Isa 1:10, Jonah 1:1).  
In the NT it occurs 15 times: 3 times as ῥῆµα τοῦ κυρίου 
(rhēma tou kuriou; Luke 22:61, Acts 11:16, 1 Pet 1:25) and 12 
times as λόγος τοῦ κυρίου (logos tou kuriou; here and in Acts 
8:25; 13:44, 48, 49; 15:35, 36; 16:32; 19:10; 1 Thess 1:8, 4:15; 2 
Thess 3:1). As in the OT, this phrase focuses on the prophetic 
nature and divine origin of what has been said. 



67 tn The imperfect verb ηὔξανεν (ēuxanen) has been translated 
as a progressive imperfect, as has the following verb ἴσχυεν 
(iscuen). 

68 sn The word of the Lord... to prevail. Luke 
portrays the impact of Christianity in terms 
of the Lord's transforming power in the lives 
of individuals. 

- NET Bible. 
	  
	  
	  

He Teaches There (19:8-12) 

When arguments and persuasions only harden men in unbelief 
and blasphemy, we must separate ourselves and others from 
such unholy company. God was pleased to confirm the 
teaching of these holy men of old, that if their 
hearers believed them not, they might believe the 
works. 

 

The Jewish Exorcists Disgraced. Some Ephesians Burn 
Their Evil Books (19:13-20) 

It was common, especially among the Jews, for persons to 
profess or to try to cast out evil spirits.  



If we resist the devil by faith in Christ, he will flee from us; but 
if we think to resist him by the using of Christ's name, or his 
works, as a spell or charm, Satan will prevail against us.  

Where there is true sorrow for sin, there will be free confession 
of sin to God in every prayer and to man whom we have 
offended, when the case requires it.  

Surely if the word of God prevailed among us, many lewd, 
infidel, and wicked books would be burned by their possessors. 
Will not these Ephesian converts rise up in judgment against 
professors, who traffic in such works for the sake of gain, or 
allow themselves to possess them?  

If we desire to be in earnest in the great 
work of salvation, every pursuit and 

enjoyment must be given up which hinders 
the effect of the gospel upon the mind, or 

loosens its hold upon the heart. 
      - Matthew Henry Concise Bible Commentary 
	  
	  

19:11-22 Paul Encounters False Religion at Ephesus. Paul 
worked many miracles at Ephesus (vv. 11-12), but he 
encountered others who pursued a false way of working 
“miracles,” including some would-be Jewish exorcists (vv. 13-
16) and persons who had a background of faith in magical spells 
(vv. 17-20). 



19:11 God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of 
Paul. As previously in Acts… 

miracles opened the door for hearing the 
gospel and gave confirmation that God himself 

was working through Paul and his message                    
(cf. notes on 3:1-26; etc.). 

19:12 handkerchiefs or aprons. These were not magical 
objects. Rather, the Holy Spirit was pleased to manifest his 
powerful presence so strongly through Paul that the Spirit’s 
presence sometimes remained evident in connection with objects 
that Paul had touched (cf. note on 5:15).  

 

Take special note: 

As had happened at Samaria (8:9-13), 
Cyprus (13:6-11), and Philippi (16:16-
18), the powerful forces of pagan magic 

(19:19) and religion connected to 
demonic activity (vv. 12, 15; cf. 1 Cor. 

10:20; Eph. 6:12) were confronted by the 
far more powerful work of the Holy Spirit 

ministering through Paul. 



19:13 itinerant Jewish exorcists. There are records of 
extensive ceremonies and spoken formulas that Jewish people 
in the first century used to try to free themselves from 
the influence of evil spirits, but it is unlikely that 
these were very effective, since the people were 
astounded when Jesus was able to cast out 
demons with “authority and power” (Luke 4:36). 

 

19:15-16 Not only was the name of Jesus important 
in casting out evil spirits, but so was true faith in 
Jesus on the part of the one uttering his name. 
Here, a “reverse exorcism” occurred, with the 
demon driving out the exorcists.  
19:19 The Greco-Roman world put great stock in magical 
incantations and spells, often collecting them into books that 
sold for large sums (see note on 13:6). Converts in Ephesus 
brought these relics of their pagan past and held a massive book 
burning. Pieces of silver probably refers to the Greek drachma, 
which represented a laborer’s average daily wage.  

19:20 Luke again emphasizes the inherent power of the word of 
the Lord, showing that the gospel triumphs over all demonic 
powers. In these summary statements, Luke continues to give 
glory to God and his word rather than to any human skill, 
knowledge, or effort.                           

- ESV Study Bible 



 

Dr. Albert Mohler: 

! President Calvin Coolidge: 
o …was renowned for his lack of zeal & assertiveness 
o “…could remain silent in many languages…” 
o When he died it was said:  “How did you know?” 

! Preaching… and preaching with power are different 
! God does supernaturally work through His servants 
! You can’t “use” the name of Jesus w/out His Spirit 
! There IS a supernatural realm & war (per the Bible) 
! See the connection (Acts 19, Ephesus, Ephesians 6) 
! Differentiate between humble & humiliated ministry 
! “I pray that the faculty, alumni, & student body rolls 

are posted in the post office of hell…  My prayer is 
that those that train and/or have been trained here at 
Southern Seminary will be famous & feared in the 
bowels of hell!” 

! Let us not seek fame & fortune here on earth, but 
rather, may we pray to become well known in heaven 
and hell for our utter, total devotion to King & 
commission… - JDP 

! Note:  it is God (not Paul) who is performing the 
extraordinary miracles (v.11) 

 

 

 


