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INTRO:	  	  	  	   How	  would	  you	  describe	  your	  life?	  
	  

! Looking	  back	  over	  your	  last	  day/week/year…	  
	  

How	  “could”	  you	  describe	  your	  life?	  
	  

! If	  you	  could	  “design”	  your	  life,	  how	  would	  it	  look?	  
	  

Now,	  if	  you	  use	  the	  Bible	  as	  your	  guide…	  
	  

! How	  SHOULD	  your	  life	  be	  described?	  
	  
	  

QUESTION:	  	  How	  do	  you	  explain	  the	  difference	  between	  
your	  “should	  be”	  and	  your	  “would/could	  be?”	  
	  
	   ANSWER:	  	  the	  HEART!	  
	  
	   	   Some	  need	  more:	  	  Information.	  
	   	   Some	  need	  more:	  	  Inspection…	  
	   	   Some	  need	  more:	  	  Inspiration!	  

	  
	   	   	   That’s	  why	  we	  have:	  
	   	   	   	   	   The	  Spirit	  of	  God	  

The	  Word	  of	  God	  
The	  People	  of	  God	   	  



	  
While	  the	  “story”	  of	  your	  life	  is	  not	  about	  you,	  

you	  are	  a	  big	  “part”	  of	  your	  life’s	  story.	  
	  
	  
T/S:	   Today	  we’re	  going	  to	  take	  a	  closer	  look	  at	  the	  Lord’s	  

divine	  design	  for	  His	  devoted	  disciples	  
	  
	  

BIG	  IDEA:	  
The	  Christian	  life	  is	  a	  journey	  	  

with	  Jesus!	  
	   	  
T/S:	  

Paul’s	  journey	  is	  a	  microcosm	  of	  	  
a	  macro-‐challenge	  

	  
	  
PREVIEW:	  
1. Send-‐off	  
2. Ship-‐out	  
3. Storm-‐tossed	  
4. Ship-‐wrecked	  
5. Sees-‐Rome	  

	  
	  



I.	   Paul’s	  “Send-‐Off”	  
 
1  And when it was decided that we should sail for Italy, they 
delivered Paul and some other prisoners to a centurion of the 
Augustan Cohort named Julius.  
 

Sojourns with Jesus are an ADVENTURE! 
(always have been, always will be) 

 
 
CONTEXT:	  

A. Acts	  1:8-‐11	   	   Christology	  
B. Acts	  4:1-‐20	   	   Christianity	  
C. Acts	  9:1-‐15	   	   Conversion	  
D. Acts	  15:1-‐5	   	   Corruption	  
E. Acts	  23:11	   	   Courageous	  Certainty!	  

 
 
T/S:	   So	  now…	  after	  a	  couple	  years,	  a	  couple	  trials,	  and	  a	  

couple	  of	  witnessing	  opportunities	  in	  Caesarea,	  Paul	  
(as	  promised	  by	  Jesus)	  is	  finally	  &	  faithfully	  heading	  to	  
Rome!	  

 
	  
What's	  YOUR	  personal	  vision?	  
	  

If	  you	  don't	  SEE	  it...	  You	  won't	  BE	  it!	  
	  
	  



How	  committed	  are	  you	  to	  fulfilling	  it?	  
	  

If	  your	  willing	  to	  give	  up...	  you	  will!	  
	  

If	  you	  won't	  die	  for	  it,	  you	  won't	  live	  for	  it!	  
	  
	  

How	  much	  	  
of	  what	  God	  has	  given	  you,	  

have	  you	  given	  back	  	  
to	  God?	  

 
 
 

II.	   Paul’s	  “Shipped-‐Out”	  
 
 
2  And embarking in a ship of Adramyttium, which was about to sail 
to the ports along the coast of Asia, we put to sea, accompanied by 
Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica. 
 

! Don’t miss the “details” from start to finish… 
" The ship’s origin… 
" The map of the journey 
" The exacting particulars along the way 



Sojourners with Jesus see the divine in God’s details! 
 

! Don’t miss Aristarchus… 
" Faith 
" Friend 
" Fruit 
" Finish!  

 
Sojourns with Jesus are often done together in koinonia! 

 
 
 
3  The next day we put in at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly 
and gave him leave to go to his friends and be cared for. 
 

! Specificity builds Credibility! 
! “Julius treated Paul kindly & gave him leave” 

" Paul must have impacted Julius… 
" The Spirit must have impacted Julius… 

 
Sojourners with Jesus experience the inexplicable…  

 
! “…to go to his friends & be cared for.” 

" Julius trusted Paul to come back 
" Paul is a respected prisoner… 

 
Sojourners with Jesus, by definition, are a witness. 

 
Sojourns with Jesus demand high character… 

 
Sojourners with Jesus receive His care & compassion. 



 
  
4  And putting out to sea from there we sailed under the lee of 
Cyprus, because the winds were against us.  5  And when we had 
sailed across the open sea along the coast of Cilicia and Pamphylia, 
we came to Myra in Lycia.  6  There the centurion found a ship of 
Alexandria sailing for Italy and put us on board. 
 

! Continue to see Luke’s exacting details… 
! “lee” = “protection from wind” 
! Note:  after sailing close to the shore on a “coastal” vessel, 

the journey now changes ships & boards a larger “grain” 
ship that can/will cross the open sea 

 
  
7  We sailed slowly for a number of days and arrived with difficulty 
off Cnidus, and as the wind did not allow us to go farther, we sailed 
under the lee of Crete off Salmone. 8  Coasting along it with 
difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near which was 
the city of Lasea.  9  Since much time had passed, and the voyage 
was now dangerous because even the Fast was already over, Paul 
advised them, 10  saying, “Sirs, I perceive that the voyage will be 
with injury and much loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but 
also of our lives.”  

! Again… details, details, details… 
! Historians & Theologians alike love this text! 

" Much is learned about sea travel… 
" Little theology but much credibility! 
" Considerable validating work done. 

! Seasonal travel at this time is unwise… 
" “the Fast” = Day of Atonement 



" Day of Atonement = late fall 
" Late fall is dangerous travel time… 
" NOTE: winter is all but prohibited travel 

! Paul advised: 
" Key = this is his wisdom vs. God’s word 

• Known because Paul was wrong 
• No lives were ultimately lost 

" Paul’s wisdom comes from experience 
• Paul grew up & traveled here 
• 2 Corinthians 11 
• Paul’s already been shipwrecked 3X 

 
Sojourners with Jesus develop bold wisdom! 

 
Sojourns with Jesus will call for leadership. 

 
Sojourns with Jesus will be physically dangerous. 

 
 
 

 
11  But the centurion paid more attention to the pilot and to the 
owner of the ship than to what Paul said.  
 

Sojourners with Jesus will need to be submissive. 
 

Sojourners with Jesus will need to be humble. 
 

Sojourners with Jesus will need to have faith in the One  
who is sovereign over the faith-less. 



 
12  And because the harbor was not suitable to spend the 
winter in, the majority decided to put out to sea from 
there, on the chance that somehow they could reach 
Phoenix, a harbor of Crete, facing both southwest and 
northwest, and spend the winter there. 

 
Sojourns with Jesus will often defy logic. 

 
Sojourns with Jesus will often put you in the minority. 

 
Sojourners with Jesus focus on a different “Wind!” 

 
Sojourners with Jesus “go” where & when He says. 

 
 
 
 
13  Now when the south wind blew gently, supposing that they had 
obtained their purpose, they weighed anchor and sailed along Crete, 
close to the shore.  
 

! Don’t miss the continuing “details 
 

(Again…) 
Sojourners with Jesus focus on a different “Wind!” 

 
Sojourners with Jesus need not “suppose” 

 
Sojourners with Jesus “go” where & when He says. 



 

FYI…	  
If	  you're	  still	  the	  captain	  of	  your	  ship	  –	  	  

if	  you're	  still	  calling	  the	  shots	  –	  	  
you	  haven't	  shipped	  out	  yet!	  	  	  

(i.e..	  Darien	  &	  Raymond)	  
	  
 

 

 

III.	  	   Paul’s	  “Storm-‐Tossed”	  
 

14  But soon a tempestuous wind, called the northeaster, struck down 
from the land.  

 
Sojourns with Jesus are storm-laden by design. 

 
Sojourns with Jesus are sovereignly under control. 

 
Sojourns with Jesus are not for the faint of heart… 

 
Sojourns with Jesus are explained in the Word! 

 
 

15  And when the ship was caught and could not face the wind, 
we gave way to it and were driven along. 16  Running under the 
lee of a small island called Cauda, we managed with difficulty 
to secure the ship’s boat. 17  After hoisting it up, they used 



supports to undergird the ship. Then, fearing that they would 
run aground on the Syrtis, they lowered the gear, and thus they 
were driven along. 
 

Sojourns with Jesus often take turns for the worse. 
 

Sojourns with Jesus may “seem” out of control… 
 

Sojourns with Jesus demand our best efforts. 
 

Sojourners with Jesus deal with “spiritual Syrtis” 
 

 
18  Since we were violently storm-tossed, they began the next 
day to jettison the cargo. 19  And on the third day they threw the 
ship’s tackle overboard with their own hands.  
20  When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no 
small tempest lay on us, all hope of our being saved was at last 
abandoned.  
 

Sojourners with Jesus are never aimlessly adrift! 
 

Sojourners with Jesus often throw away valuable things 
 

Sojourns with Jesus are a “hands-on” experience 
 

Sojourners with Jesus are Spirit vs. star led… 
 

Sojourners with Jesus never give up… they persevere! 
 

Sojourners with Jesus are NEVER hopeless! 



 
21  Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul 
stood up among them and said, “Men, you should have 
listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and 
incurred this injury and loss.  

 
Sojourns with Jesus happen amongst the lost… 

 
Sojourns with Jesus have key, pivot points… 

 
Sojourns with Jesus require our standing up! 

 
Sojourners with Jesus exemplify Matthew 10:16. 

 
Sojourners with Jesus confront others with humility 

 
 
 
 
22  Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of 
life among you, but only of the ship. 23  For this very night there 
stood before me an angel of the God to whom I belong and 
whom I worship, 24  and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you 
must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all 
those who sail with you.’  
 

Sojourners with Jesus are eternal encouragers. 
 

Sojourners with Jesus get instructions from heaven. 
 

Sojourners with Jesus have God’s guarantees!   



 
Sojourns with Jesus involve those who belong to Him. 

 
Sojourns with Jesus involve those who worship Him. 

 
Sojourners with Jesus overcome their fears! 

 
Sojourners with Jesus have receive many assignments. 

 
Sojourners with Jesus benefit MANY others.  

 
 

25  So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly 
as I have been told. 26  But we must run aground on some island.” 

 
Sojourners with Jesus constantly echo encouragement. 

 
Sojourns with Jesus are faithful witness opportunities! 

 
Sojourners with Jesus savor & share God’s instructions. 

 
Sojourners with Jesus realize: “God will AND we must”  

 
 
 

27  When the fourteenth night had come, as we were being driven 
across the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors suspected that 
they were nearing land. 28  So they took a sounding and found twenty 
fathoms. A little farther on they took a sounding again and found 
fifteen fathoms.  29  And fearing that we might run on the rocks, they 
let down four anchors from the stern and prayed for day to come.  



 
Sojourns with Jesus often last a long time… 

 
Sojourners with Jesus often stay in life’s storms a long time. 

 
Sojourns with Jesus are under His providential care. 

 
Sojourns with Jesus are progressively interactive. 

 
Sojourns with Jesus can lead to imitation w/out salvation.  

 
Sojourns with Jesus are filled with both mercy & grace! 

 
 
 
30  And as the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, and had 
lowered the ship’s boat into the sea under pretense of laying out 
anchors from the bow,  
 

Sojourners with Jesus often interact with liars & scoundrels! 
 
 
 
31  Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay 
in the ship, you cannot be saved.” 
 

Sojourners with Jesus embrace sovereignty AND free will! 
 

Sojourns with Jesus require calling out evil & deception. 
 
 



  
32  Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the ship’s boat and let it 
go.  
 

Sojourns with Jesus involve “burning your ships” 
 

Sojourners with Jesus trust the “plan” & the Planner! 
 
 
 
33  As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, 
saying, “Today is the fourteenth day that you have continued in 
suspense and without food, having taken nothing.  
34  Therefore I urge you to take some food. For it will give you 
strength, for not a hair is to perish from the head of any of you.”  
35  And when he had said these things, he took bread, and giving 
thanks to God in the presence of all he broke it and began to eat.  
36  Then they all were encouraged and ate some food themselves.  
37  (We were in all 276 persons in the ship.)  38  And when they had 
eaten enough, they lightened the ship, throwing out the wheat into 
the sea.  
 

Sojourns with Jesus involve “urging” others for their good. 
 

Sojourners with Jesus constantly encourage others. 
 

Sojourners with Jesus walk & work with wisdom & worship. 
 

Sojourners with Jesus are living examples of faith! 
 

Sojourners with Jesus exemplify gratitude for God’s grace. 



 
Sojourners with Jesus exude inspirational peace. 

 
Sojourners with Jesus inform, inspect, & inspire others! 

 
Sojourners with Jesus stay focused & complete the work. 

 
Sojourners with Jesus prioritize based on His goal(s)! 

 
 
 
 
IV.	  	   Paul’s	  “Shipped-‐Wrecked”	  
 
39  Now when it was day, they did not recognize the land, but they 
noticed a bay with a beach, on which they planned if possible to run 
the ship ashore. 40  So they cast off the anchors and left them in the 
sea, at the same time loosening the ropes that tied the rudders. Then 
hoisting the foresail to the wind they made for the beach.  41  But 
striking a reef, they ran the vessel aground. The bow stuck and 
remained immovable, and the stern was being broken up by the surf.  
 

! NOTE: hear the nautical terms & details… 
! NOTE: Luke is the perfect non-sailor, eye-witness! 

 
Sojourns with Jesus require going ALL-In! 

 
Sojourners with Jesus often hit hidden reefs… (Jude) 

 
Sojourners with Jesus can temporarily “run aground” 



 
How many of us, like Paul’s ship… 

get our head “stuck” in the sand  
&  

our back-side torn up by the storm? 
 
 
 
42  The soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any should swim 
away and escape.  43  But the centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept 
them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim 
to jump overboard first and make for the land,  
44  and the rest on planks or on pieces of the ship. And so it was that 
all were brought safely to land.  
 

Sojourners with Jesus may end up murdered & martyred. 
 

Sojourns with Jesus can also involve miraculous favor… 
 

Sojourns with Jesus ALWAYS leave at least a “witness.” 
 

Sojourns with Jesus include a “jumping off” point. 
 

Sojourns with Jesus come custom fit with what you need. 
 

Sojourns with Jesus ALWAYS fulfill God’s promises! 
 
 
 



1After we were brought safely through, we then learned that the 
island was called Malta. 2The native people showed us unusual 
kindness, for they kindled a fire and welcomed us all, because it had 
begun to rain and was cold. 3When Paul had gathered a bundle of 
sticks and put them on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat 
and fastened on his hand. 4When the native people saw the creature 
hanging from his hand, they said to one another, “No doubt this man 
is a murderer. Though he has escaped from the sea, Justice has not 
allowed him to live.” 5He, however, shook off the creature into the 
fire and suffered no harm. 6They were waiting for him to swell up 
or suddenly fall down dead. But when they had waited a long time 
and saw no misfortune come to him, they changed their minds and 
said that he was a god. 

 
Sojourners with Jesus often get/got “bitten.” 

 
Sojourners with Jesus see God’s providence in ALL things. 

 
Sojourners with Jesus see other people’s prejudices. 

 
Sojourners with Jesus CANNOT be stopped! 

 
Sojourners with Jesus witness to the wonder of our God. 

 
Sojourners with Jesus see the extremes of spiritual ignorance. 

 
 

7Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to 
the chief man of the island, named Publius, who received us and 
entertained us hospitably for three days. 8It happened that the father 
of Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery. And Paul visited him 



and prayed, and putting his hands on him healed him. 9And when 
this had taken place, the rest of the people on the island who had 
diseases also came & were cured. 10They also honored us greatly, & 
when we were about to sail, they put on board whatever we needed. 
 

Sojourns with Jesus always involve “going” & “praying!” 
 

Sojourners with Jesus often see the supernatural work of God. 
 

Sojourns with Jesus can arrest the attention of others… 
 

Sojourners with Jesus often serve to out-pour the Lord’s love! 
 

Sojourns with Jesus are ultimately resourced by Him. 
 

 
11After three months we set sail in a ship that had wintered in the 
island, a ship of Alexandria, with the twin gods as a figurehead. 
12Putting in at Syracuse, we stayed there for three days. 13And 
from there we made a circuit and arrived at Rhegium. And after one 
day a south wind sprang up, and on the second day we came to 
Puteoli.  

! NOTE:  the times, locations, distances, etc. of this text 
have all been verified secularly, which only serves to 
strengthen the testimony of Luke’s account and the 
Bible’s inspired & unshakable Word! 

 
Sojourns with Jesus are on the Lord’s timeline… 

 
Sojourners with Jesus distinguish between gods & God. 

 



 

V.	   Paul	  “Sees-‐Rome”	  
 
 
 
14There we found brothers and were invited to stay with them for 
seven days. And so we came to Rome. 
 

Sojourns with Jesus almost always “include family.” 
 

Sojourns with Jesus often include holy hospitality. 
 

Sojourners with Jesus ALWAYS get to where God is going! 
  

 
 
 
 15And the brothers there, when they heard about us, came as far as 
the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them, 
Paul thanked God and took courage.  
 

Sojourners with Jesus garner family support! 
 

Sojourns with Jesus generate god-honoring gratitude! 
 

Sojourners with Jesus strengthen faith & build courage! 
 

Sojourners with Jesus epitomize preferential treatment! 
 
	  



	  
REVIEW:	  	  	  
 

1. Have you had your SEND-Off? 
2. Have you truly been SHIPPED-Out yet? 
3. Do you live STORM-Tossed? 
4. How do you handle your SHIP-Wrecks? 
5. How often do you look-up and SEE-Rome/HOME? 

 
 
 
 
CLOSE:	  When	  your	  journey	  with	  Jesus	  gets	  tough…	  
 

Ever been to a football game at half time when the band forms 
words or pictures in the middle of the field? They look great from up 
in the stands. But have you thought about what they look like from 
the sidelines? Pointless, confusing, apparently meaningless. We see 
life from the sidelines. God sees it from the stands. As we gain 
perspective, we leave the sidelines and start working our way up. 

 
 
 
 

Let’s Pray 


