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Exegetical	
  Intro:	
  
	
  

	
   Chapter 11 as a whole is devoted to the foundational events in 
the Gentile mission of the church. Two different churches play the 
primary roles. The Jerusalem church, led by the apostles and comprised 
mainly of Aramaic-speaking Jewish Christians, recognized the divine 
leading in Peter’s witness to Cornelius and concluded that God intended 
to lead the Gentiles to repentance and life (11:1–18). The Antioch 
church, established by Hellenists, those Greek-speaking Jewish 
Christians who had to flee Jerusalem after the martyrdom of Stephen, 
began to put this principle into practice and to reach out to the Gentile 
population (11:19–30). 

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   -­‐	
  New	
  American	
  Commentary	
  
	
   	
   	
  
	
  

When the saints were scattered abroad during Saul's persecution of the 
church (Acts 8:1), some of them ended up in Antioch, the capital of 
Syria, 300 miles north of Jerusalem. (Don't confuse this city with 
Antioch in Pisidia, Acts 13:14.) There were at least sixteen Antiochs 
in the ancient world, but this one was the greatest. 

 
Antioch was a wicked city, perhaps second only to Corinth. Though 
all the Greek, Roman, and Syrian deities were honored, the local shrine 
was dedicated to Daphne, whose worship included immoral practices. 



QUOTE: When the persecuted believers arrived in Antioch, they 
did not at all feel intimidated by the magnificence of the buildings 
or the pride of the citizens. The Word of God was on their lips and 
the hand of God was on their witness, and "a great number" of 
sinners repented and believed. It was a thrilling work of God's 
wonderful grace. 

The church leaders in Jerusalem had a responsibility to "shepherd" 
the scattered flock, which now included Gentile congregations as 
far away as Syria. Apparently the Apostles were ministering away 
from Jerusalem at the time, so the elders commissioned Barnabas 
to go to Antioch to find out what was going on among the Gentiles. 

	
  
	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐	
  Bible	
  Exposition	
  Commentary 

	
  
	
  

The news that the hated Gentiles were included in the church 
reached Jerusalem before Peter did, since he remained in Caesarea 
for a few days (Acts 10:48). That news sent shock waves through the 
Hebrew Christian community. So significant was it that Luke, 
moved by the inspiring Holy Spirit, repeats the account of their 
conversion in this chapter as well. 

That unusual repetition marks the event as one of 
unique significance. Christianity was not to become 
merely another sect of Judaism. Had that happened, 
the Lord Jesus Christ's great commission (Matt. 
28:19-20) would never have been carried out. Unlike 
Israel before her, the church would not fail to channel 
the blessings of God's grace and forgiveness to the 
world. 



The church's outreach to the Gentiles was thus a crucial step in the 
outworking of God's redemptive plan. That outreach, which began 
with Peter's ministry to Cornelius and his household, now continues 
with the founding of the first Gentile church. Having moved from 
Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria, the gospel was about to take its 
final, yet still ongoing, step to the "remotest part of the earth" (Acts 
1:8). 

The founding of this first Gentile congregation unfolds in four 
stages: the groundwork, the genesis, the growth, and the generosity. 

 
- MacArthur New Testament Commentary  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Acts 11:19-30 (NASB)  
19  So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that 
occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and 
Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone. 
 

NOTE:	
   ALL	
  that	
  is	
  to	
  follow	
  in	
  the	
  immediate	
  context,	
  we	
  
are	
  told	
  here,	
  has	
  been	
  born	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  persecution	
  
of	
  Stephen	
  (and	
  the	
  early	
  Church)	
  

	
  
	
   Once	
  again,	
  see	
  the	
  providential	
  pattern	
  of	
  purifying	
  

persecution	
  in	
  the	
  family	
  of	
  God.	
  
	
  
	
   The	
  people	
  we	
  see	
  as	
  “gathered”	
  –	
  the	
  Church,	
  were	
  

first,	
  and	
  foremost,	
  “scattered”	
  (so	
  that	
  more	
  souls	
  
would	
  “gather”)	
  to	
  the	
  glory	
  of	
  God!	
  	
  

	
  
SEE:	
   Those	
  filled	
  with	
  the	
  Spirit	
  of	
  God,	
  even	
  when	
  under	
  

severe	
  persecution,	
  “scatter…	
  speaking	
  the	
  Word.”	
  



	
   Gospel	
  lovers	
  are	
  gospel	
  leaders…	
  
	
  
	
   Transformed	
  people…	
  are	
  transformed	
  people.	
  
	
   Unchanged	
  people…	
  are	
  unchanged	
  people.	
  -­‐	
  JDP	
  	
  

  
    	
   You	
  have	
  not	
  received	
  a	
  Spirit	
  of	
  timidity!	
  
	
  
	
  

SEE:	
   Spiritual	
  bigotry,	
  while	
  widely	
  walked,	
  is	
  both	
  
unbiblical	
  &	
  unacceptable	
  in	
  the	
  kingdom	
  of	
  
God.	
  	
  -­‐	
  JDP	
  

 
 

While Luke tells us where these daring spirits who took the lead in 
this great step forward in the life of the church hailed from, we do 
not know their names—possibly because there were no famous 
leaders among them and no one stood out as prominent. 
 
        - NIV Application Commentary 

 
 
 
 
20  But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to 
Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord 
Jesus.  
 
 
 NOTE:	
   v.20	
  begins	
  with	
  a	
  “But”	
  –	
  a	
  CONTRAST	
  
	
  
	
  

SEE:	
   v.19	
  tells	
  us	
  that	
  what	
  follows	
  is	
  born	
  out	
  of	
  
providential	
  persecution…	
  AND	
  the	
  “BUT”	
  of	
  v.20	
  is	
  
to	
  build	
  a	
  biblical	
  paradigm	
  against	
  spiritual	
  bigotry.	
  



KEY:	
  
! “some of them” 

-­‐ I	
  pray	
  that	
  ALL	
  of	
  us…	
  will	
  be	
  like	
  
“some	
  of	
  them!”	
  	
  -­‐	
  JDP	
  

-­‐ Friend…	
  don’t	
  hide	
  in	
  the	
  herd	
  of	
  
hypocrisy	
  &	
  mediocrity.	
  -­‐	
  JDP	
  

	
  
	
  

! “men of Cyprus & Cyrene” – (NOT locals…) 
	
   	
  

That the Hellenists were “preaching the Lord Jesus,” 
the facts of His life, death, and resurrection, as Peter 
had to Cornelius and his household, seems obvious. 
To have presented Him as the Jewish Messiah would 
have had little meaning to predominantly Gentile 
audiences. 

In the Old Testament the phrase the hand of the Lord 
meant two things. First, it spoke of God's power 
expressed in judgment (cf. Ex. 9:33; Deut. 2:15; Josh. 
4:24; 1 Sam. 5:6; 7:13). It also referred to God's power 
expressed in blessing (Ezra 7:9; 8:18; Neh. 2:8, 18). In 
this case it was related to God's blessing, so that a large 
number who believed turned to the Lord. Again, as 
in almost all places where Jesus Christ was being 
preached, the response was great (cf. Acts 2:47; 4:4; 
5:14; 6:1, 7; 9:31, 35, 42; 11:24; 14:1, 21; 16:5; 17:12). 
People not only believed intellectually but also turned 
from their sins to the Lord (cf. 1 Thess. 1:9). As 
always, believing is inseparable from repentance 
manifested in a changed life. 

 
   - MacArthur New Testament Commentary  



 
21  And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who 
believed turned to the Lord.  
 
 
 
 
 
22  The news about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, 
and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch.  
 

THE PROBLEM WITH unknown people doing significant things is 
that they lack credentials for others to accept the validity of what 
they are doing. Therefore, a known and respected person was sent 
by the Jerusalem church to check out what was happening  
 
       - NIV Application Commentary 

 
 

BRIDGE Application: 
 
 “…news reached their ears…” 

! 1st Baptist Madison Mississippi 
! 1st day in St. J 
! Potential “partnership” 

 
 
 
 
 
23  Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced 
and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to 
the Lord;  



 

The grace of God may be invisible,  

but its effects are readily seen.  - MacArthur 

 

When Barnabas arrived in Antioch and witnessed the grace of 
God by which they were saved, he rejoiced. Other Jews may 
have been upset at the conversion of Gentiles, but not 
Barnabas. To see lost Gentile souls added to the kingdom 
brought him immeasurable joy. 

 

He then began to encourage them all with resolute heart 
determination to remain true to the Lord. That exhortation 
reflects the concern that every pastor feels for new converts, 
that they continue in the faith. In Acts 13:43, Paul and 
Barnabas exhorted new believers to "continue in the grace of 
God." In 14:22, they exhorted the Christians of Lystra, 
Iconium, and Antioch to "continue in the faith." The only way 
to remain true to the Lord is to continue in His Word, where 
He reveals Himself to the believer. The apostle John wrote, 
"Let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If 
what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will 
abide in the Son and in the Father" (1 John 2:24). "If you abide 
in My word," Jesus said, "then you are truly disciples of Mine" 
(John 8:31). It is through the Word that the Holy Spirit, the 
resident truth teacher (1 John 2:27), instructs believers. 

- MacArthur New Testament Commentary 
 
 



Encouragers have a calling to help people abide in Christ 
wholeheartedly (v. 23b). This involves teaching—which Barnabas 
and Saul did for a whole year in Antioch (v. 26). It involves being 
with people and urging them to persevere when they are in a 
challenging situation and may be tempted to compromise or give 
up.     - NIV Application Commentary 

 
 
24  for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And 
considerable numbers were brought to the Lord.  
 

There were two wonderful results from Barnabas' work in Antioch. 
First, the church's witness made a great impact on the city so that 
"many people were added to the Lord" (Acts 11:24). When the 
saints are grounded in the Word, they will have a strong witness to 
the lost, and there will be a balance in the church between 
edification and evangelism, worship and witness, teaching and 
testifying. 

Second, the growth of the church meant that 
Barnabas needed help; so he went to Tarsus and 
enlisted Saul. But why go so far away just to find 
an assistant? Why not send to Jerusalem and ask 
the deacon Nicolas who was from Antioch? (Acts 
6:5) Because Barnabas knew that God had 
commissioned Saul to minister to the Gentiles 
(Acts 9:15; 22:21; 26:17). You recall that 
Barnabas befriended Saul in Jerusalem (Acts 
9:26-27), and no doubt the two of them often 
talked about Saul's special call from God. 
       - Bible Exposition Commentary  



 
25  And he left for Tarsus to look for Saul;    (“look” =  SEARCH) 
 
  
26  and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an 
entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; 
and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.  
 

Challenging Question: 
 

If	
  you	
  were	
  arrested	
  for	
  “Christianity”…	
  
	
  

Would	
  there	
  be	
  enough	
  evidence	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
to	
  convict	
  you?	
  

- Dr. David Fuller 
 
 

Again, Luke chronicles the progress of the ever-expanding church 
by updating its growth. Through the ongoing ministry in Antioch, 
considerable numbers were brought to the Lord. The harvest 
was too vast for Barnabas to handle alone, so he went for help. He 
immediately thought of the best possible man for the job, so he left 
for Tarsus to look for Saul. Finding him was no easy task, 
however. Several years had passed since Saul fled Jerusalem for 
his home in Tarsus (Acts 9:30). He had apparently been 
disinherited for his Christian beliefs (Phil. 3:8) and forced to move 
from his home. Anazēteō (to look for) suggests a laborious search 
on Barnabas's part. The Greek lexicographers Moulton and 
Milligan said anazēteō is used "specially of searching for human 
beings with an implication of difficulty" (cited in G. Abbott-Smith, 
A Manual Greek Lexicon of the New Testament [Edinburgh: T. & 
T. Clark, 1977], 29). 



Eventually, Barnabas caught up with Saul, and when he had 
found him, he brought him to Antioch. These two gifted men 
formed a powerful ministry team. They faced the daunting 
task of shepherding a large number of new believers in a 
hostile pagan environment. Their solution was for an entire 
year to meet with the church, during which time they taught 
considerable numbers. Unlike many in today's church, they 
knew the most urgent need of those new Christians was to be 
taught the Word of God. In mass meetings of the Antioch 
believers, Barnabas and Saul did just that. 

Their example is an important one for the 
contemporary church to follow. Teaching the Word 
of God is at the heart of the church's ministry. The 
apostles in Acts 6 made clear that teaching the Word 
is the highest priority of church leaders.  
 

Barnabas and Saul did their job well. The leaders of the church 
at Antioch mentioned in chapter 13 were probably their 
disciples. 

Luke then adds the historical footnote that the disciples were first 
called Christians in Antioch. The term means "of the party of 
Christ" and was used in derision. Peter encouraged those who 
suffered "as a Christian," to "not feel ashamed, but in that name 
[to] glorify God" (1 Peter 4:16). What was a term of derision, 
though, soon became a badge of honor to the early church. The 
historian Eusebius relates the account of the martyr Sanctus, who 
replied to all his torturers' questions simply, "I am a Christian" 
(Ecclesiastical History V, I [Grand Rapids: Baker, 1973], 172). 

 
    - MacArthur New Testament Commentary  



It was at Antioch that the name Christian was first applied to the 
disciples of Jesus Christ. The Latin suffix ian means "belonging to 
the party of." In derision, some of the pagan citizens of Antioch 
joined this Latin suffix to the Hebrew name "Christ" and came up 
with Christian. The name is found only three times in the entire 
New Testament: Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16. 

 

QUOTE: Unfortunately, the word Christian has lost a great 
deal of significance over the centuries and no longer means 
"one who has turned from sin, trusted Jesus Christ, and 
received salvation by grace" (Acts 11:21-23). Many people 
who have never been born again consider themselves 
"Christians" simply because they say they are not "pagans." 
After all, they may belong to a church, attend services 
somewhat regularly, and even occasionally give to the work 
of the church! But it takes more than that for a sinner to 
become a child of God. It takes repentance from sin and faith 
in Jesus Christ, who died for our sins on the cross and rose 
again to give us eternal life. 

 

The believers in the early church suffered because they were 
Christians (1 Peter 4:16). Dr. David Otis Fuller has asked, "If 
you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be 
enough evidence to convict you?" A good question! And the 
answer is a matter of life or death! 
       - Bible Exposition Commentary  

	
  
Barnabas	
  realized	
  that	
  he	
  needed	
  help	
  to	
  adequately	
  pastor	
  
this	
  flock.	
  Thus,	
  he	
  went	
  in	
  search	
  of	
  Saul	
  and	
  brought	
  him	
  
back	
  to	
  help	
  in	
  a	
  teaching	
  ministry	
  that	
  went	
  on	
  for	
  a	
  whole	
  
year	
  (vv.	
  25-­‐26).	
  The	
  trip	
  to	
  Tarsus	
  was	
  about	
  a	
  hundred	
  



miles—a	
  major	
  undertaking.	
  About	
  ten	
  years	
  must	
  have	
  
elapsed	
  since	
  Saul	
  had	
  left	
  Jerusalem	
  and	
  gone	
  to	
  Tarsus	
  
(9:30).	
  He	
  himself	
  says	
  that	
  he	
  was	
  in	
  Syria	
  and	
  Cilicia	
  
(whose	
  principal	
  city	
  was	
  Tarsus)	
  during	
  this	
  time	
  (Gal.	
  
1:21).	
  There	
  is	
  every	
  reason	
  to	
  believe,	
  especially	
  considering	
  
his	
  comments	
  in	
  Galatians	
  1,	
  that	
  he	
  was	
  evangelizing	
  during	
  
this	
  time	
  

Another reason why Antioch has a special place in the history of 
Christianity is that here "the disciples were called Christians first" 
(v. 26), a name that has prevailed. This was probably a name 
given by the Antiochene population; Christians used it of 
themselves beginning only in the second century. In New 
Testament times, they preferred to use words like "disciples," 
"saints," and "brothers." In the New Testament only non-
Christians (like Agrippa, 26:28, and the persecutors of 
Christians, 1 Peter 4:16) use the term. The Gentiles must have 
heard the believers speak so often of Christ that they supplied a 
suffix to the word "Christ"—thus, "Christians" (meaning "the 
Christ people"). The Jews would not have given them this name, 
since "Christ" is the Greek word for the title "Messiah," and the 
Jews did not accept Jesus as the Messiah.     - NIV Commentary 

 
 
 
 
27  Now at this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to 
Antioch.  
 

The first Gentile church was not only sound in 
doctrine but also strong in love. 

- MacArthur 



 
28  One of them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the 
Spirit that there would certainly be a great famine all over the world. 

And this took place in the reign of Claudius.  
 

The	
  foundation	
  for	
  the	
  church	
  was	
  laid	
  by	
  the	
  Apostles	
  and	
  
prophets	
  (Eph.	
  2:20),	
  and	
  then	
  both	
  eventually	
  moved	
  off	
  the	
  
scene.	
  After	
  all,	
  you	
  don't	
  keep	
  laying	
  the	
  foundation!	
  The	
  New	
  
Testament	
  prophets	
  received	
  their	
  messages	
  from	
  the	
  Lord	
  by	
  
the	
  Holy	
  Spirit,	
  and	
  delivered	
  them	
  to	
  the	
  people	
  
	
  
	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   -­‐	
  Bible	
  Exposition	
  Commentary	
   

 
 
 
 
 
29  And in the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of 
them determined to send a contribution for the relief of the brethren 
living in Judea.  
 

 

Sir Winston Churchill said: 

"We make a living by what we get, but we make a 
life by what we give." 

 

It was an enriching experience for the churches in Jerusalem and in 
Antioch, for there is blessing both in giving and receiving when 
God's grace is in control. 



It is unfortunate when individual Christians and local churches 
forget those who have been a spiritual blessing to them. The 
church at Antioch is a splendid example of how we as believers 
ought to show gratitude in a practical way to those who have 
helped us in our Christian life. 

Phillips Brooks was asked what he would do to revive a dead 
church, and he replied, "I would take up a missionary 
offering!" 

Sincerely thinking of others is still the best formula for a happy 
and useful Christian life, both for individuals and for churches. 

 
      - Bible Exposition Commentary  

 
 
 
 
30  And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the 
elders.  
	
  

The response of the Antioch church to the request for money to 
help the Judean believers was immediate. In the proportion that 
any of the disciples had means, each of them determined to 
send a contribution for the relief of the brethren living in 
Judea. Determined to help the mother church in Jerusalem, the 
Christians at Antioch collected relief supplies for them. Much like 
the generosity of the church in Jerusalem (Acts 4:34-35) was this 
expression of love by their Gentile brothers. Each gave in 
proportion to his means, and the church sent the contribution 
back to Jerusalem in charge of their two best men—Barnabas 
and Saul. Their return to Jerusalem is noted in Acts 12:25. 



 

The final stage in the Lord's command recorded in Acts 1:8 
had been reached. The church, originally Jewish, had 
expanded from Jerusalem and Judea to Samaria and to the 
Gentiles in the remotest part of the earth. 

 The church at Antioch, begun in this chapter, was 
to play a leading role for several centuries. But of 
all its honors, one stands out: it was the church 
that the apostle Paul pastored and from which he 
was called by the Spirit to launch his missionary 
journeys (Acts 13:1ff.). 

 
     - MacArthur New Testament Commentary  

	
  
	
  
	
  

That this young church gave a gift to the "mother" 
church in Jerusalem shows how the missionary spirit 
had caught on so soon in a church that would be the 
mother church of Gentile missions (vv. 29-30).  
What a quick reversal of missionary roles!  

The mother church in Jerusalem sends the gospel, and the daughter 
church in Antioch sends money to the mother church. 

	
  
	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   -­‐	
  NIV	
  Application	
  Commentary	
  

	
  



	
  

The word elders in Acts 11:30 has not been used before in Acts, 
except to refer to the Jewish leaders (Acts 4:5, 23; 6:12). In the 
church, the elders were mature believers who had the spiritual 
oversight of the ministry (1 Peter 5:1; 2 John 1). When you 
compare Acts 20:17 and 28, and Titus 1:5 and 7, you learn that 
"elder" and "bishop" [overseer] are equivalent titles. The 
elders/bishops were the "pastors" of the flocks, assisted by the 
deacons; and the qualifications for both are found in 1 Timothy 
3. 
      - Bible Exposition Commentary  

	
  
	
  

Overarching	
  Application:	
  

Look at this passage as an example of how God works through vibrant 
community life. 

Unnamed pioneers. The first thing that strikes us is that we are 
not given the names of those who took the church forward to 
what Barclay calls "one of the greatest events in history" —the first 
general attempt at taking the gospel directly to Gentiles. We are 
only told where they hail from (v. 20), which suggests that no one 
emerged as prominent among them. This great work was done by 
a group of "ordinary Christians" who went and shared the 
gospel. In fact, much of the growth of the church must have 
happened through such people (see 8:1, 4)—as should be the case 
today. 

Barnabas the encourager. Luke undoubtedly intends to present 
the qualities of Barnabas as an encourager in this passage. He had 
earlier said how this man had been given his new name, meaning 
"son of encouragement," by the apostles (4:36). Now Luke not 
only records how Barnabas encouraged the young church in 



Antioch (v. 23), he also gives the character traits that enabled this 
man to be such an effective encourager (v. 24). We will therefore 
use this passage to study the ministry of encouragement. 

(1) Barnabas was glad when he "saw the evidence of the 
grace of God" (v. 23a). He must have seen many weaknesses 
and perhaps "many excesses of religious enthusiasm that 
would have shocked some people." But he did not focus 
attention on these. Instead, he focused on the evidence of 
God's grace among them, and that made him glad. 
Biblical encouragers are easily gladdened. 

(2) Barnabas encouraged perseverance in the people's 
relationship with Jesus (v. 23b). Just to know that the envoy 
from Jerusalem was happy would have been a great source of 
encouragement. But that was not enough. Encouragement is 
an active ministry, not just a passive acceptance of people. 
Thus, Barnabas encouraged (i.e., exhorted) them "to 
remain true to the Lord with all their hearts." By their 
speech and life encouragers urge others to go on in the life 
of faith without giving up. 

(3) Luke then cites the character traits that made Barnabas an 
effective encourager (v. 24). Encouragers are "good" 
people—people of genuine Christian character. Those 
who live godly lives will encourage others to be godly. 
Encouragers are also "full of the Holy Spirit" (a theme 
discussed at length elsewhere in this book). In addition, 
encouragers are "full of … faith." Faith in God's provision 
gave Barnabas the courage to sell his land and give the 
proceeds to meet the needs of the poor (4:37). Faith in God's 
ability to change people gave him the courage to risk 
supporting Saul when the others were afraid of him (9:26-
27).  



Here again faith in the possibilities of grace enabled 
Barnabas to look beyond the weaknesses he saw to focus 
on what God had done and could do in the life of the 
church in Antioch. 

(4) Barnabas took a trip of about a hundred miles to recruit 
Saul to help him in his work (vv. 25-26). He had to be highly 
motivated to do that. Barnabas realized that the task was 
so big that he needed capable help. But Saul was probably 
more talented and educated than Barnabas. By getting 
Paul he was seriously jeopardizing his own position of 
leadership and prominence. But encouragers know that 
there are some things that others can do better than 
themselves, and they encourage such people to use their 
gifts within the context of the encouragers' own 
ministries. 

 

The gift of prophecy. Like with the gift of tongues, the issue of 
whether the gift of prophecy, which Agabus exercised (v. 28), is 
valid for today continues to be a point of contention in the church. 
What we said in connection with tongues applies here as well. I see 
no adequate biblical reason for eliminating this gift from the life of 
the church. 

 

Partnership in missions. The Antioch church developed a 
missionary attitude, which resulted in a reversal of missionary 
roles (vv. 27-29). The result is partnership in missions, where each 
church contributes to the other out of its economic, cultural, 
intellectual, or spiritual riches. Paul describes this partnership 
approach to missions when he reflected on the benefits of his 
proposed visit to Rome:  



"I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to 
make you strong—that is, that you and I may be mutually 
encouraged by each other's faith" (Rom. 1:11-12). This is the 
model of missions that we should strive for in every church. 

	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   -­‐	
  NIV	
  Application	
  Commentary	
  

 

QUOTE: 

The key to helping people stay close to Christ is the 
Christian character of the leader. This is in keeping 

with what Paul gives as the qualifications for leaders 
in the church. Out of the long list he gives in 1 
Timothy 3:2-7 only one element has to do with 

ability (the ability to teach). The rest are about the 
maturity, character, and reputation of a leader. There 
are many things that we can do in ministry without 
godliness and the fullness of the Spirit. We can lead 
meetings, prepare and deliver messages, organize 

and implement programs, and head committees. But 
we cannot help people abide in the Lord. To produce 

godly people we too must be godly. To produce 
people of prayer we too must be people of prayer. 
To produce people who walk close to God we too 

must walk close to God. 
 



If we are to arrive at partnership today, we must 
free missions from the stranglehold of money. We 
must think in terms of sharing everything we have. 
Missionary giving can take place through prayer, 
ideas, spiritual gifts, and people, as well as money. 
The one who gives money is not greater than the 
one who contributes ideas or prays.  
Usually, however, we behave as if money is most important. In 
the partnership model, rich Christians can look for help in 
spirituality and community living from poor Christians since 
they know these two qualities tend to grow well in the soil of 
poverty. When the rich realize how important the spiritual and 
community life are to Christianity, they will not feel superior 
to the poor. When the poor realize that they are being treated 
as equals and that their contribution is highly valued, they feel 
confident of what they can offer. In such an environment 
missionary partnership will thrive. 

Some missionary leaders complain that nationals are not emerging 
as leaders on the mission field. But the reason for this may be that 
the environment is not conducive to the development of national 
leaders. If the rich foreigner is considered superior, we can be sure 
that true leaders will scarcely emerge. Potential leaders will be 
either stifled or, more likely, move away. "Yes-men," that is, 
people hoping that some of the money will come their way, will 
stay. These people have no sense of ownership; they just want to 
grab what they can from the rich person. Naturally, therefore, you 
cannot hand the work over to them. Developing models of 
partnership, then, is a vital need for the church today. 

 
           - NIV Application Commentary 



	
  

Antioch’s Witness to Gentiles 

11:19–30 

Chapter 11 as a whole is devoted to the foundational events in the 
Gentile mission of the church. Two different churches play the primary 
roles. The Jerusalem church, led by the apostles and comprised mainly 
of Aramaic-speaking Jewish Christians, recognized the divine leading in 
Peter’s witness to Cornelius and concluded that God intended to lead the 
Gentiles to repentance and life (11:1–18). The Antioch church, 
established by Hellenists, those Greek-speaking Jewish Christians who 
had to flee Jerusalem after the martyrdom of Stephen, began to put this 
principle into practice and to reach out to the Gentile population (11:19–
30). 

Antioch was a natural setting for the Gentile mission to begin in 
earnest. It was the third largest city in the Roman Empire, its 
population of some 500,000 to 800,000 only being exceeded by Rome 
and Alexandria. 

Antioch had a significant harbor. From 64 B.C., Antioch came under 
Roman jurisdiction, being granted by the Roman general Pompey the 
status of “free city,” which allowed it a measure of self-jurisdiction and 
exemption from the provincial taxes. In 23 B.C. the areas of Syria, 
Cilicia, and Palestine were organized into the Roman “province of 
Syria” with Antioch as the seat of the imperial legate (governor). 
 

Religiously, Antioch was an amalgam. Five miles from the city was a 
major cult center for the Greek goddess Daphne and her consort Apollo. 
The Antioch version of the cult seems to have been but a weak 
Hellenization of the worship of the ancient Assyrian goddess Astarte, in 
which sacred prostitution played a major role. This practice evidently 
continued because Antioch was notorious throughout the Roman Empire 



for its immorality. A typical statement is that of the satirist Juvenal who, 
in complaining about Rome’s degenerating morality, remarked that the 
“filth of the Orontes” had owed into the Tiber (Satire 3.62). There was 
an extensive Jewish community in Antioch, its population in the first 
century A.D. being variously estimated from 25,000 to 50,000. Though 
some of the more Hellenized Jews may have participated in the larger 
government of the city, the Jewish community seems to have been 
accorded a separate identity within the city with a major degree of self-
government.  

Obviously, Antioch was a natural location for Christian witness. An 
extensive Jewish community was there, and the witness evidently 
began with them. The witness quickly spread to the Gentile 
majority, perhaps beginning naturally with Gentiles like Cornelius, 
who had already been attracted to the Jewish worship of God. 
Cosmopolitan center and port center that it was, it is not surprising 
that the Christians there caught the vision of an empire-wide 
mission. Paul would be the one who most carried it out, and Antioch 
was his sponsoring church. 

 
Verses 19–21 depict the establishment of the church at Antioch 
and the beginnings of its Gentile outreach.  

 
Verses 22–24 deal with the endorsement of the Antioch witness by 
the Jerusalem church through the bridge-figure of Barnabas.  

 
Verses 25–26 show the increase of the mission among the Gentiles 
through the efforts of Paul.  

 
Verses 27–30 illustrate the unity of the entire Christian community 
through all this as exemplified in Antioch’s offering for Jerusalem 
in a time of famine. 

 
 



11:19–26 

THE HELLENISTS IN ANTIOCH (11:19–21)   Verse 19 refers to the 
“Hellenists” and looks back to 8:1, repeating the verb “scattered” 
and reminding the reader of these Greek-speaking Jewish Christian 
associates of Stephen who had to flee Jerusalem as a result of his 
martyrdom.  

One of those who was “scattered” was Philip (8:4), and he witnessed to 
the Samaritans, an Ethiopian, and to the seacoast communities as far 
north as Caesarea (8:5–40). Another group of Hellenist refugees is 
described as evangelizing the seacoast towns further to the north, in the 
Phoenician plain, which extended some seventy-five miles along the 
coast of middle Syria from Mt. Carmel north to the river Eleutheros. Its 
principal cities were Ptolemais, Tyre, Sidon, and Zarephath. Others 
began work on the island of Cyprus, the easternmost island of the 
Mediterranean and some 100 miles off the Syrian coast. Paul and 
Barnabas would later continue the witness on Cyprus (13:4–12). 

 

Those who traveled farthest north arrived in Antioch.    

These coastal towns were all heavily Hellenized, and the Greek language 
would have been dominant. It was thus an appropriate area for witness 
by these Greek-speaking Hellenist Christians. Quite naturally, they 
witnessed at first to Jews only, probably to fellow Greek-speaking Jews, 
as Stephen had done in the Diaspora synagogues of Jerusalem (6:9). But 
at Antioch they took a bolder step and began preaching to Gentiles as 
well. This step was taken by those who were themselves Diaspora Jews 
from Cyrene and Cyprus. Perhaps the Lucius of Cyrene, who is 
described as one of the “prophets and teachers” at Antioch in 13:1, was 
one of these. Barnabas, who himself was a native of Cyprus, would later 
become active in this witness (cf. 4:36). Paul was a Diaspora Jew from 
Cilicia (cf. 22:3).  



It was only natural that a concern for evangelization of the Gentiles 
should be especially felt by the Jewish Christians of the dispersion 
who had grown up in a Gentile environment and had a more 
worldwide perspective than the more provincial Palestinian 
Christians. Their message also betrayed their sensitivity to Gentile 
concerns.  

 

They did not preach Jesus as the Messiah 
(Christ) but rather as Lord, a title far 
more familiar to Gentiles than Jewish 

messianic ideas.  
 

Their witness bore great results; a large number of the 
Gentiles believed and turned to the Lord (v. 21) 

because “the hand” of the Lord, that is, his power and 
Spirit, was with them, just as it had been so dramatically 

in the conversion of Cornelius 
 

BARNABAS SENT BY JERUSALEM (11:22–24).     11:22 Jerusalem was 
the “mother church” for all Christians in those days. It was the 
church of the apostles, the link to Jesus. It was only natural for the 
Jerusalem church to show an interest in the total Christian witness 
wherever it was carried. This concern had already expressed itself in 
their sending Peter and John to Philip’s mission in Samaria (8:14–
17) and their inquiring of Peter about his witness to Cornelius 
(11:1–18).  



It would reappear when Paul and Barnabas reported to Jerusalem 
on their successful Gentile mission (15:1–35). Although this could 
certainly be seen as a sort of “supervision” by Jerusalem, in each 
instance the Christians of Jerusalem enthusiastically endorsed the 
new work and gave it their stamp of approval. In this instance, when 
Jerusalem heard of the Gentile mission in Antioch, the church did 
not send apostles, as it did when Philip preached to Samaritans. 
Instead, they sent a nonapostolic delegate but a wise choice indeed—
Barnabas, “the son of encouragement” (4:36). 

 

“Both/And Barnabas” – JDP 
 

Barnabas was a “bridge-builder,” one who 
was able to see the positive aspects in both 
sides of an issue and to mediate between 
perspectives. That was the sort of person 

needed now to investigate the new mission of 
the more adventurous Hellenists of Antioch 

and allay the concerns of the more 
conservative “circumcision” group in 

Jerusalem (cf. 11:2).  
	
   	
  

NOTE: People like Barnabas are always needed by the 
church. They are the peacemakers, the go-betweens who seek 
no glory for themselves but only seek to bring out the best in 
others. But “would-be” Barnabases of today need to heed a 
further lesson from this outstanding biblical figure. 



Barnabases want everyone to be happy, but sometimes it 
simply is not possible to please everyone without serious 
compromise of one’s basic convictions. Barnabas found that 
out later at Antioch when, in order to placate the conservative 
Jewish Christians “from James” (Jerusalem), he withdrew 
from table fellowship with those very Gentile-Christian 
converts we see him here witnessing to so enthusiastically 
(Gal 2:11–13). 

 
PAUL AND BARNABAS IN ANTIOCH (11:25–26). 11:25–26 With the 
growing missionary success in Antioch, Barnabas needed help; and 
Paul immediately came to mind. Paul was in the area of his native 
Cilicia (cf. Acts 9:30; Gal 1:21), to which he had departed after his first 
visit to Jerusalem following his conversion. The text of Acts is 
compressed and selective, but the most likely reconstruction of Pauline 
chronology from Gal 1–2 would indicate that some ten years or so had 
elapsed from the time he first departed from Cilicia to when Barnabas 
set out to find him. The verb Luke employed (anazēteō) means to seek 
out and implies he had some difficulty in finding him. Quite likely Paul 
was off somewhere busily engaged in missionary activity. When 
Barnabas finally located Paul, he brought him back to Antioch where the 
two were heavily occupied in preaching and teaching to “great numbers” 
(v. 26). Likely they particularly continued the witness to Gentiles. This 
would prepare them for their first mission together in Cyprus and 
southern Turkey (13:4–14:26). 

Luke appended the interesting note to v. 26 that the term “Christian” was 
first applied to disciples in Antioch. This may be of more significance 
than might appear on first sight. The term only occurs in two other 
places in the New Testament (Acts 26:28; 1 Pet 4:16). In all three 
instances it is a term used by outsiders to designate Christians. Evidently 
the term was not originally used by Christians of themselves. They 
preferred terms like “believers, disciples, brothers.” The first extensive 



usage by a Christian writer to designate fellow believers was by 
Ignatius, bishop of Antioch, around the turn of the second century.  

The term (Christianoi) consists of the Greek word for 
Christ/Messiah (Christos) with the Latin ending ianus, meaning 
belonging to, identified by.   The term was often used by Roman writers 
to designate followers of Christ. The early usage in Antioch is perhaps 
indicative of two things. For one, it is the sort of term Gentiles would 
have used and perhaps reflects the success of Antioch’s Gentile mission. 
Gentiles were dubbing their fellow Gentiles who became followers of 
Christ “Christians.” Second, it reflects that Christianity was beginning to 
have an identity of its own and no longer was viewed as a totally Jewish 
entity. Again, the success among Gentiles would have hastened this 
process in Antioch. 
	
  

 

11:27–30 

11:27–30 Verses 27–30 conclude the Antioch narrative with the 
tradition of a relief offering sent by the Antioch church to Jerusalem 
during a time of severe famine. Here we are first introduced to the 
prophet Agabus. He had the gift of foretelling, and the gift was 
again manifested in 21:10–11, when he prophesied in a graphic way 
Paul’s impending arrest in Jerusalem. He is said to have been among 
a group of prophets who came from Jerusalem to Antioch. There is 
ample evidence for such early Christian prophets, and they seem to have 
largely been itinerant, as the present passage would indicate. 

 

Eventually, when the famine struck, the collection was delivered to 
the elders in Jerusalem by Paul and Barnabas. Actually, v. 30 does 
not mention Jerusalem, but 12:25 does in speaking of Paul and 
Barnabas’s return from this visit. 



The subtle transition in the leadership of the 
Jerusalem church throughout these chapters 
is noteworthy. In the early days of the 
Jerusalem church, the apostles had taken 
responsibility for matters of charity (cf. 4:34–
5:11). A transition seems to have begun with 
the selection of the seven Hellenists (6:1–6). 
Paul and Barnabas laid the gift from Antioch 
at the feet of “the elders.” Evidently the 
apostles were giving themselves more and 
more to the word, like Peter on his mission 
tours in Samaria and along the coast.  
 

 

More and more responsibility would be 
assumed by these lay elders, (based almost surely 
on the pattern of the elders in the Jewish synagogue. Paul would 
organize his own churches along the same pattern (cf. 14:23; 20:17). 
         

- New American Commentary  

	
  
	
  
	
  



REVIEW:	
  
	
  

A. Pastor	
  Jeff’s	
  Acts	
  1-­‐9	
  	
  (list	
  key	
  “summary”	
  verses)	
  
B. Pastor	
  Mike’s	
  Acts	
  10	
  (See	
  New	
  American	
  Commentary)	
  

a. Vision	
  of	
  Cornelius	
  (10:1-­‐8)	
  
b. Vision	
  of	
  Peter	
  (10:9-­‐16)	
  
c. Peter’s	
  response/going	
  	
  (10:17-­‐23)	
  
d. Connecting	
  Peter	
  &	
  Cornelius	
  (10:24-­‐48)	
  

-­‐ Sharing	
  Visions	
  (vv.24-­‐33)	
  
-­‐ Peter’s	
  sermon	
  (vv.34-­‐43)	
  
-­‐ Spirit’s	
  intervention	
  	
  (vv.44-­‐48)	
  

	
   	
  
	
  
T/S:	
   Remember:	
  	
  repetition	
  means	
  emphasis!	
  

	
  
	
  

C. Charlie	
  Bethmann’s	
  Acts	
  11:1-­‐18	
  
a. Redeemed	
  	
  -­‐	
  Acts	
  11:1	
  	
  (“the	
  apostles	
  &	
  brothers”)	
  

-­‐ Peter	
  
-­‐ Cornelius	
  (and	
  entire	
  household)	
  
-­‐ Gentile	
  “world”	
  now	
  invited	
  

b. Wrong	
  –	
  Acts	
  11:2-­‐3	
  
-­‐ Wrong	
  &	
  wrong…	
  need	
  salvation	
  
-­‐ Right	
  &	
  wrong…	
  need	
  sanctification	
  

c. Refined	
  –	
  Acts	
  11:4-­‐17	
  
-­‐ Explained	
  

***	
   NOTE:	
  	
  repetition	
  =	
  emphasis	
  
***	
   WHY	
  would	
  God	
  say	
  it	
  back	
  to	
  back?	
  
***	
   Refining	
  the	
  Redeemed	
  =	
  Sanctification	
  

-­‐ Invited	
  
***	
   Get	
  out	
  of	
  your	
  religion…	
  (in	
  “church”)	
  
***	
   Get	
  into	
  His	
  relationship.	
  	
  (in-­‐Christ!)	
  

d. Response	
  –	
  Acts	
  11:17	
  
-­‐ “Church-­‐men”	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  lost	
  in	
  religion	
  	
  (religiousity)	
  



-­‐ “Christians”	
  –	
  found	
  in	
  relationship	
  	
  
(Christianity)	
  

e. Results	
  –	
  Acts	
  11:18	
  
-­‐ Great	
  Commandments	
  
-­‐ Great	
  Commission	
  
-­‐ Great	
  Commitment	
  
-­‐ Great	
  Church	
  

	
  
	
  
The Church in Antioch 

CONTEXT…	
  

19Now	
   those	
   who	
   were	
   scattered	
   because	
   of	
   the	
  
persecution	
   that	
   arose	
   over	
   Stephen	
   traveled	
   as	
   far	
   as	
  
Phoenicia	
  and	
  Cyprus	
  and	
  Antioch,	
  speaking	
  the	
  word	
  to	
  
no	
  one	
  except	
  Jews.	
  

“Now”	
  =	
  contrasted	
  to	
  Acts	
  10	
  –	
  11:18…	
  	
  

	
  

“those	
  scattered”	
  	
  =	
  persecuted	
  proclaimers	
  since	
  Acts	
  8:4	
  

	
  

“traveled	
  as	
  far	
  as”	
  	
  =	
  they	
  WENT	
  
	
  

“speaking	
  the	
  word”	
  	
  =	
  	
  one	
  (&	
  only	
  1)	
  message	
  to	
  share!	
  
	
  

Beware	
  prejudiced	
  proclamation…	
  	
  “no	
  one	
  except…”	
  



Characteristics:	
  

! Pervasive	
  (Scattered)	
  
! Persecuted	
  
! Proclaimers	
  of	
  the	
  Gospel	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  20But	
  there	
  were	
  some	
  of	
  them,	
  men	
  of	
  Cyprus	
  and	
  
Cyrene,	
   who	
   on	
   coming	
   to	
   Antioch	
   spoke	
   to	
   the	
  
Hellenists	
  also,	
  preaching	
  the	
  Lord	
  Jesus.	
  

	
  

CONTRAST	
  

“But”	
  	
  =	
  	
  prep	
  for,	
  or	
  announce	
  a	
  contrast	
  
	
  

“some	
  of	
  them”	
  	
  =	
  	
  “I	
  pray	
  we	
  ALL	
  become	
  ‘some	
  of	
  them’”	
  -­‐	
  JDP	
  

	
  

“Cyprus	
  &	
  Cyrene”	
  	
  =	
  	
  NOT	
  near	
  by…	
  NOT	
  locals	
  

	
  

“spoke	
  to	
  the	
  Hellenists”	
  	
  =	
  	
  sharing	
  requires	
  speaking!	
  



	
  

“preaching”	
  	
  =	
  proclamation	
  of	
  the	
  gospel!	
  	
  Truth	
  in	
  Love!!!	
  

	
  

“the	
  Lord	
  Jesus”	
  	
  =	
  	
  	
  

! “Lord”	
  vs.	
  Christ/Messiah…	
  
! “Lord”	
  vs.	
  Savior	
  
! Every	
  Kurios	
  requires	
  a	
  Doulos!	
  

	
  

Characteristics:	
  

! Sent-­‐ones	
  (non-­‐local)	
  
! Prejudice-­‐breakers	
  (“bridge-­‐builders”)	
  
! Preaching	
  the	
  Lordship	
  of	
  Jesus	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

CONSTRUCTION	
  

	
  

	
  21And	
   the	
   hand	
   of	
   the	
   Lord	
  was	
  with	
   them,	
   and	
   a	
  
great	
  number	
  who	
  believed	
  turned	
  to	
  the	
  Lord.	
  	
  



	
  

“the	
  hand	
  of	
  the	
  Lord	
  was	
  with	
  them”	
  

! “the	
  hand	
  of	
  the	
  Lord”	
  =	
  POWER!	
  
! If	
  He’s	
  called	
  you	
  to	
  it,	
  He’ll	
  equip	
  you	
  for	
  

it	
  :-­‐)	
  
! You	
   cannot	
   “fail”	
   when	
   truly	
   walking	
   by	
  

faith,	
   living	
   and	
   loving	
   with	
   the	
   hand	
   of	
  
God	
  on	
  your	
  life.	
  

	
  

“and	
  a	
  great	
  number”	
  	
  =	
  	
  Messianic	
  miracle…	
  

	
  

“believe	
  &	
  turned”	
  	
  =	
  	
  Miraculous	
  response	
  to	
  the	
  gospel!	
  
! “believe”	
  =	
  	
  holistic	
  commitment…	
  “ALL	
  in”	
  
! Jesus	
   is	
  not	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  your	
   life,	
  He’s	
   the	
  POINT	
  

of	
  your	
  life…	
  
! REPENT	
  is	
  the	
  twin	
  of	
  TRUST.	
  –	
  JDP	
  
! See	
  the	
  “both/and”	
  of	
  the	
  gospel	
  in	
  this	
  verse.	
  

	
  

“turned	
  to	
  the	
  Lord”	
  =	
  	
  	
  Salvation	
  is	
  in	
  Jesus	
  alone!	
  

	
  

	
   	
   Characteristics:	
  

! Empowered	
  
! Blessed	
  



! Ambassadors	
  
! Fishers	
  of	
  men	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

22The	
  report	
  of	
  this	
  came	
  to	
  the	
  ears	
  of	
  the	
  church	
  in	
  
Jerusalem,	
  and	
  they	
  sent	
  Barnabas	
  to	
  Antioch.	
  	
  

	
  

“the	
  report	
  of	
  this”	
  

	
  

“came	
  to	
  the	
  ears	
  of	
  the	
  church”	
  

BRIDGE Application: 
 
 “…news reached their ears…” 

! 1st Baptist Madison Mississippi 
! 1st day in St. J 
! Potential “partnership” 

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



“they	
  (the	
  church)	
  SENT	
  Barnabas”	
  

	
  

“to	
  Antioch”	
  

	
  

	
   	
   Characteristics:	
  

! Supported	
  
! Affirmed	
  

	
  

	
  

CONFIRMATION	
  

23When	
  he	
  came	
  and	
  saw	
  the	
  grace	
  of	
  God,	
  he	
  was	
  
glad,	
  and	
  he	
  exhorted	
  them	
  all	
  to	
  remain	
  faithful	
  to	
  the	
  
Lord	
  with	
  steadfast	
  purpose,	
  

	
  

The grace of God may be invisible,  

but its effects are readily seen.  - MacArthur 

 

“he	
  was	
  glad”	
  	
  =	
  	
  What	
  makes	
  you	
  glad?	
  
	
  



“he	
  exhorted	
  them	
  ALL”	
  	
  =	
  	
  	
  Sanctification!	
  
	
  

“remain	
  faithful”	
  (to	
  the	
  Lord)	
  =	
  	
  “cleave	
  to	
  Christ!”	
  

	
  

BARNABAS’	
  ministry:	
  

1. Inspect	
  
2. Inform	
  
3. Inspire	
  

	
  

	
  

CHARACTER	
  

	
  24for	
  he	
  was	
  a	
  good	
  man,	
  full	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  and	
  
of	
   faith.	
   And	
   a	
   great	
   many	
   people	
   were	
   added	
   to	
   the	
  
Lord.	
  

QUOTE: 

The key to helping people stay close to Christ is the 
Christian character of the leader. This is in keeping 

with what Paul gives as the qualifications for leaders 
in the church. Out of the long list he gives in 1 
Timothy 3:2-7 only one element has to do with 

ability (the ability to teach). The rest are about the 



maturity, character, and reputation of a leader. There 
are many things that we can do in ministry without 
godliness and the fullness of the Spirit. We can lead 
meetings, prepare and deliver messages, organize 

and implement programs, and head committees. But 
we cannot help people abide in the Lord. To produce 

godly people we too must be godly. To produce 
people of prayer we too must be people of prayer. 
To produce people who walk close to God we too 

must walk close to God.   – NIV  

	
  

	
  

Characteristics:	
  

! Exhorted	
  
! Persevering	
  
! Faithful	
  
! Committed	
  
! Missional	
  
! “Good”	
  
! Full	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  
! Full	
  of	
  faith	
  
! Growing	
  

	
  

	
  



COMMISSION	
  

	
  25So	
   Barnabas	
   went	
   to	
   Tarsus	
   to	
   look/search	
   for	
  
Saul,	
  	
  26and	
  when	
  he	
  had	
  found	
  him,	
  he	
  brought	
  him	
  to	
  
Antioch.	
  For	
  a	
  whole	
  year	
  they	
  met	
  with	
  the	
  church	
  and	
  
taught	
  a	
  great	
  many	
  people.	
  And	
  in	
  Antioch	
  the	
  disciples	
  
were	
  first	
  called	
  Christians.	
  

	
  

	
   “So”	
  =	
  	
  …because	
  God	
  is	
  doing	
  a	
  work…	
  
	
  

	
   “Barnabas	
  went…	
  searched	
  for	
  Saul”	
  =	
  God’s	
  man!	
  
	
  

	
   “For	
  a	
  whole	
  year”	
  	
  =	
  	
  extended	
  equipping	
  /	
  discipleship	
  
	
  

	
   “they	
  met	
  with	
  the	
  church”	
  =	
  	
  
! “life	
  on	
  life”	
  	
  

	
  
! “BE-­‐ing	
  together”	
  

	
  

“taught	
  a	
  great	
  many	
  people”	
  =	
  	
  “BE-­‐ing	
  can	
  be	
  busy”	
  
	
  

	
   	
   Characteristics:	
  



! Intentional	
  
! Relational	
  
! Equipping	
  
! Bold	
  
! Uncompromising	
  
! Recognizable	
  

	
  

	
  

CHRISTIANS	
  

	
  	
  26b	
   	
   	
  And	
   in	
  Antioch	
   the	
  disciples	
  were	
   first	
   called	
  
Christians.	
  

 

QUOTE: Unfortunately, the word Christian has lost a 
great deal of significance over the centuries and no 
longer means "one who has turned from sin, trusted 
Jesus Christ, and received salvation by grace" (Acts 
11:21-23). Many people who have never been born 
again consider themselves "Christians" simply 
because they say they are not "pagans." After all, they 
may belong to a church, attend services somewhat 
regularly, and even occasionally give to the work of 
the church! But it takes more than that for a sinner to 
become a child of God. It takes repentance from sin 
and faith in Jesus Christ, who died for our sins on the 
cross and rose again to give us eternal life. 

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   -­‐	
  Warren	
  Wiersbe	
  



 
 

Challenging Question: 
 

If	
  you	
  were	
  arrested	
  for	
  “Christianity”…	
  
	
  

Would	
  there	
  be	
  enough	
  evidence	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
to	
  convict	
  you?	
  

- Dr. David Fuller 
	
  

	
  

COMMUNITY/KOINONIA	
  

27Now	
  in	
  these	
  days	
  prophets	
  came	
  down	
  from	
  
Jerusalem	
  to	
  Antioch.	
  28And	
  one	
  of	
  them	
  named	
  Agabus	
  
stood	
  up	
  and	
  foretold	
  by	
  the	
  Spirit	
  that	
  there	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  
great	
  famine	
  over	
  all	
  the	
  world	
  (this	
  took	
  place	
  in	
  the	
  
days	
  of	
  Claudius).	
  29So	
  the	
  disciples	
  determined,	
  every	
  
one	
  according	
  to	
  his	
  ability,	
  to	
  send	
  relief	
  to	
  the	
  brothers	
  
living	
  in	
  Judea.	
  	
  	
  30And	
  they	
  did	
  so,	
  sending	
  it	
  to	
  the	
  
elders	
  by	
  the	
  hand	
  of	
  Barnabas	
  and	
  Saul.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

QUOTE:	
  



	
   The subtle transition in the leadership of 
the Jerusalem church throughout these 
chapters is noteworthy. In the early days of 
the Jerusalem church, the apostles had taken 
responsibility for matters of charity (cf. 4:34–
5:11). A transition seems to have begun with 
the selection of the seven Hellenists (6:1–6). 
Paul and Barnabas laid the gift from Antioch 
at the feet of “the elders.” Evidently the 
apostles were giving themselves more and 
more to the word, like Peter on his mission 
tours in Samaria and along the coast.  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   -­‐	
  Dr.	
  John	
  Polhill	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   New	
  American	
  Commentary	
  
	
   	
   Characteristics:	
  

! Prophetic	
  
! Unified	
  
! Sacrificial	
  
! Generous	
  
! Obedient	
  
! Determined	
  
! Honest	
  
! Action-­‐oriented	
  
! Elder-­‐led	
  
! Elder-­‐senders	
  



	
  

Let’s	
  Pray!	
  


