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INTRO: When was the last time you were really taken
off guard? Notin a “good way” but in a gut
wrenching or heart breaking way...

Now... take away the time(s) that were caused
by natural events or even tragic mishaps...

I'm trying to get at that place where/when you
were shocked by Satan and sin...

Can you remember such a time?

T/S: After today, I pray you'll never be “shocked” like
that again...

Not because Satan or sin are going away after today
but because you'll have new set of expectations...

Welcome to spiritual warfare...
Discipling, while blessed, is no trip to Disney World.

TIMELESS TRUTH: Discipling is Disturbing!



REVIEW:

Paul, Silas, Timothy, & Luke... Journey #2
Macadonian call...

Lydia is Europe’s 1strecorded convert

Lydia houses Europe’s first recorded church
Paul & his posse now begin to disciple others...

VVVYY

T/S: Now we’re going to see how the Church literally
began to grow & spread throughout Europe...

QUOTE:

As the church took root in Philippi, Satan moved
to attack it. Here, as in Samaria (8:9ff.) and
Cyprus (13:6ff.), was the clash of light and
darkness. He sought to infiltrate the church or to
crush it with persecution. Both avenues of attack
would prove unsuccessful. - MacArthur

PREVIEW:
A. Ambushed!
B. Addressed.
C. Accosted
D. Affirmed...



PRE-TEXT: First Convert in Europe

14A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a
seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening;
and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things
spoken by Paul. 15And when she and her household had
been baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged
me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and
stay.” And she prevailed upon us.

I. AMBUSHED!

16As we were going to the place of prayer, we were
met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and
brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling.
17She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men
are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to
you the way of salvation.” 18And this she kept doing
for many days...

» Paul & his posse are on their way to pray
= Not typically thought of as a battlefield
* [nreality, a prayer-room is a war-room



The slave-girl “met us on the way”
= NOT a coincidence...
= See the strategic intentionality of Satan
= Strategy is Satan’s vs. the slave-girls...
= “Met” enemy unexpectedly = ambush

Slave-girl “had a spirit...”
= We do not battle against flesh & blood...
» By definition: spiritual warfare follows
» The spirit deploys “divinations”
» The spirit is used to feed greed...
= This girl is enslaved in more than 1 way
Enemies of God follow emissaries of God. -jpr

The faithless fight & follow the faithful. -jpr
= Examples abound... (see Lystra)
= See the Pharisees in pursuit of Jesus...

Liars often use truth to advance their lies! -jop
* “These men” = demonically I.D."d
= “are servants” = -
= “of the Most High God” =
= “proclaim to you” = *
= “the way of salvation” =

«

Don’t miss this... Demonized persons will use
persistent & consistent truth to advance
Satan’s strategy(s)
= [n conventional, modern warfare...
Spies... Double-agents...
. Jihadists...



= QUOTE

What she said was correct and affirming of his
ministry, but Paul was greatly irked by it because
it came from a demonic source. James says that
even demons believe "that there is one God"
(James 2:19). In other words, truth can be uttered
by people through demonic power. But it must
not be tolerated, for it further immerses people in
demonic deception and bondage. - NIV Commentary

II. ADDRESSED.

18She continued doing this for many days. But Paul
was greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit,
“I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come
out of her!” And it came out at that very moment

» Paul demonstrates his righteous anger...

» Satan may speak the truth one minute
and the next minute tell a lie; and the
unsaved would not know the difference.



» Paul demonstrates a righteous response:
» He TURNED...
» He TALKED...
= He TOLD...
* He TRUMPED...
» He TRIUMPHED!

»  “It came out of her that very hour”
= Authority of Almighty God affirmed!

= Apostleship of Paul affirmed!
= Acts 1:8 affirmed!

» CAUTION: Beware two extremes...
* Denying reality... (of spiritual warfare)
= Developing “rogue-ality”

QUOTE:

“Paul's attitude of opposition to demonic power
that told the truth about his ministry is relevant
today. We live in an age that is both pluralistic and
is experiencing a rediscovery of spirituality.
Pluralism causes many people to assign roughly
equal status to all religious approaches; spirituality
causes them to welcome different expressions of
the spiritual and the supernatural. This
combination has brought about a supermarket
approach to religion, where people are encouraged
to shop for the gods that best suit them.



Jesus warned that in the last days people will say,
"Look, here is the Christ!" and, "Look, there he
is!" But, he said, "Do not believe it" (Mark 13:21).
Our Lord went on to explain, "For false Christs
and false prophets will appear and perform signs
and miracles to deceive the elect—if that were
possible" (13:22). These powerful "god-men" who
are gaining many disciples and influencing people
to move in directions that seem to be good for them
are false prophets. We must be alert to this and
seek to rescue people from their influence, just as
Paul did with the Philippian girl.

This is not popular in today's pluralistic
environment, where acceptance and affirmation of
other faiths is almost mandated as a part of healthy

living. But (opposition & confrontation) must be

done because we believe that these forces, despite
the temporary good they may perform, serve to
further entrench people in bondage to Satan...

...Paul was motivated by such a deep love for
people that he could not endure the pain of seeing
them under the grip of deception. He had to act,
and so must we.” - NIV Commentary



(“No matter what!”..)

III. ACCOSTED...

19But when her owners saw that their hope of gain
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged
them into the marketplace before the rulers.

>

>

“BUT” - contrast is coming...

Contrasts become clashes when truth-tellers
and truth-hearers are on opposite sides of the
Cross...

Luke probably intended the wordplay. He used
the same verb (exelthen) for the demon’s
coming out in v. 18 as for the money’s going in
v. 19. The latter created the problem. Healing a
possessed girl was one thing; but when that
involved considerable economic loss, that was
a wholly different matter. The scene was
reminiscent of the Gerasene pigs incident
(Mark 5:16-17).




» NOTE HERE:

= Slave-girl owners are outraged...

» Their “hope of gain is gone”...

= Owners: “seize & drag off God’s men”

» Owners: charge God’s men for their
God-honoring political-incorrectness

= Owners: stir-up dissension & division

* Owners: stir-up disturbance w/ deceit

» The owners of the slave girl were careful in
their charges to avoid the real issue of her
healing and their resulting loss of profit.
Basically their charges were threefold.

o The first was calculated to awaken latent
prejudices in the crowd: “These men are
Jews.”

o The second was extremely nebulous but would
have evoked the attention of the magistrates
who were responsible for “law and order™:
They “are throwing our city into an uproar.”

o The last charge seems to be the only one with
any substance: They are ‘““advocating customs
unlawful for us Romans.” This is generally
interpreted as illegal proselytizing for Judaism,
but the evidence is that Jews were not
forbidden to proselytize until the time of
Hadrian, well into the second century. - Polhill




» By CONTRAST:
= Worshippers are witnessing...
» These men are about to BE affirmed!

IV. AFFIRMED

... “These men are Jews, and they are disturbing
our city. 21They advocate customs that are not
lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.”

A. These men... are AGITATING
B. These men... are ADVOCATING
C. These men... are APPLYING

= While these men are in fact “Jews,” they
are no longer men of Judaism...

* They are now men of Jesus!

= Paul, Silas, Timothy, & Luke are now
ambassadors of Christ Jesus - Amen!



> AGITATING
» “These men are disturbing our city”
* What's disturbing is that they are
discipling!!!

* Discipling will be disturbing!!!
= Jesus said so!
= Darkness hates the light.
= _..you will be persecuted.

» ADVOCATING

= “These men advocate customs... not
lawful for us as Romans to accept or

practice”
¢ (Christians = Christ’s ambassadors!
* Christian “customs” = “BE-ing”

e Christian “customs” = “Christ-like”
* Qur customs = “BE-ing the Church”

When Mark recorded the
appointing of the twelve apostles,
he gave a threefold reason for the
appointments:

1. "that they might be with him
2.  that he might send them out to preach a
3. to have authority to drive out demons"

(Mk 3:14-15)




» APPLYING

= “These men advocate customs... not
lawful for us as Romans to accept or

practice”

= “Faith without works is dead faith...”

» 1]John 3:18 = “Let us not love with
word & tongue but in action & in truth.”

T/S:  So...“church” - with that said...

CLOSING

Let me ask you a handful of tactical questions...

1. Have YOU gone?
a. Where’s your river side in Philippi
b. See Matthew 28:18-20
c. See Acts 1:8




Are you READY? (wearing the full armor of God)

a. PROCLAIMING (Belt of Truth)

b. KNOWING (Helmet of Salvation)

c. LIVING (Breastplate of Righteousness)
d. RESTING (Cleats of Peace)

e. TRUSTING (Shield of Faith)

f. FEEDING (Sword of the Spirit)

g. CONNECTING (Standing in Prayer)

Can you SEE?

a. Wolves in SHEEP’s clothing!

b. Matthew 10:16!!!

QUOTE:



This was a subtle and dangerous attack, a bold attempt to
infiltrate a deadly weed among the wheat, because what the
demon-possessed girl was saying was absolutely true. The
demon even used biblical terminology. The term Most High
God was an Old Testament designation of the God of Israel
(Ps. 78:35; Dan. 5:18) She also spoke of the way of salvation.
The father of lies speaks the truth when it suits his purposes,
disguising himself and his emissaries as angels of light (2
Cor. 11:13-14). Some of his most effective and diabolical
work is done in the name of Jesus Christ. He often uses a
little truth to ensnare people in a false system of religion.
Since the demon-possessed girl was agreeing with the
Christian preachers, the natural assumption would be that
she was part of their group. She would then have been in a
position to do unspeakable harm to the cause of Christ.

- J. MacArthur

4.  Will you RESPOND?
a. John 7:24
b. See 3X confrontations already in Acts...
c. Christ-likeness calls for saying: Woe to you!

d. See themes of 1 John, 2 Peter, Jude, etc.



5. Do YOU disturb?
a. See again Acts 15:1 & the book of Galatians...
b. “..you WILL BE persecuted...” - Jesus
c. Look again at the life of the N.T. church...

d. 1 Corinthians 16:9... (NLT)

There is a wide-open door for a great
(effective) work here, although many
(adversaries) oppose me.

6. WHO are YOU?
a. There are no neutral parties...

b. There are 4 types of people in the world...
1. Shepherds
2. Sheep
3. Goats
4. Wolves

ii. See www.ThatAintChurch.com

iii. See www.LIFEwithoutCHRIST.com




QUOTE:

These two females (Lydia & the slave-girl)
typify all of humanity. Everyone is either
liberated by Jesus Christ or enslaved by
Satan. The only path to freedom is that
followed by Lydia—of seeking God, listening
to the gospel, and having a heart opened to
respond by the Lord.

- MacArthur New Testament Commentary

Don’t ever forget...

the Lord promised in

Jeremiah 29:13,

"You will seek Me and find Me, when
you search for Me with all your heart."

Let’s Pray!



First Convert in Europe

14A woman named Lydia, from the city of
Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper
of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her
heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.
15And when she and her household had been
baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have
Jjudged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into
my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon
us.

161/t happened that as we were going to the
place of prayer, a slave-qgirl having a spirit of
divination met us, who was bringing her
masters much profit by fortune-telling.
17Following after Paul and us, she kept crying
out, saying, “These men are bond-servants of
the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you
the way of salvation.” 18She continued doing
this for many days. But Paul was greatly
annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, “I
command you in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her!” And it came out at that very
moment.



19But when her masters saw that their hope of

profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and

dragged them into the market place before the

authorities, 20and when they had brought them

to the chief magistrates, they said, “These men
are throwing our city into confusion, being

Jews, 21and are proclaiming customs which it
is not lawful for us to accept or to observe,

being Romans.” - NASB

16As we were going to the place of prayer, we were
met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and
brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17She
followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are servants
of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of
salvation.” 18And this she kept doing for many days. Paul,
having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the
spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.

19But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into
the marketplace before the rulers. 20And when they had
brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These men
are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21They
advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to
accept or practice.” - ESV



160ne day as we were going down to the place of
prayer, we met a demon-possessed slave girl. She was a
fortune-teller who earned a lot of money for her masters.
17She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These
men are servants of the Most High God, and they have
come to tell you how to be saved.”

18This went on day after day until Paul got so
exasperated that he turned and said to the demon within
her, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come
out of her.” And instantly it left her.

19Her masters’ hopes of wealth were now shattered, so
they grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged them before the
authorities at the marketplace. 20“The whole city is in an
uproar because of these Jews!” they shouted to the city
officials. 21“They are teaching customs that are illegal for
us Romans to practice.”

-NLT

Study Notes:

16:16 Verse 16 opens a new scene but connects with the
previous one to make a continuous narrative. On one of the
occasions when the four missionaries were going outside the
city to the place of prayer, they were encountered by a slave girl
who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. The Greek
speaks literally of a ‘‘python spirit.” The python was the
symbol of the famous Delphic oracle and represented the
god Apollo, who was believed to render predictions of future
events. The serpent had thus become a symbol of augury,



and anyone who was seen to possess the gift of foretelling the
future was described as led by the “python.” Greeks and
Romans put great stock on augury and divination. No
commander would set out on a major military campaign nor
would an emperor make an important decree without first
consulting an oracle to see how things might turn out. A slave
girl with a clairvoyant gift was thus a veritable gold mine for
her owners.

16:17-18 Like the demoniacs during Jesus’ ministry, the
possessed girl was evidently able to see into the true nature
of Paul’s preaching, particularly into the reality of the God
he proclaimed (cf. Luke 4:34; Mark 1:24). She constantly
followed the missionaries about, shouting that they were
servants of the “Most High God” and proclaimers of “a way of
salvation” (author's translation).

None of this would have been very clear to Gentiles. The
term “God most high’> was a common Old Testament term
for God, but the same term was equally common in the
Gentile world and was particularly applied to Zeus. Neither
would “way of salvation” be immediately clear to a Gentile.
The Greco-Roman world was full of ‘“‘saviors.”
Savior/deliverer, salvation/deliverance were favorite terms.
The emperor dubbed himself ‘‘savior” of the people. All of
which is to show why Paul finally became irritated with the
girl’s constant acclamations.

These acclamations may have been true enough, but they
were open to too much misunderstanding for pagan hearers.
The truth could not be so easily condensed for those from a
polytheistic background. Jesus might be seen as just another




savior in the bulging pantheon of Greek gods. So Paul, in a
form reminiscent of Jesus’ exorcisms, commanded the spirit to
exit the girl. The spirit did so immediately.

16:19 That was not the only thing to vanish. With the spirit the
owners’ prospects for further profit also exited. Luke
probably intended the wordplay. He used the same verb
(exelthen) for the demon’s coming out in v. 18 as for the
money’s going in v. 19. The latter created the problem.
Healing a possessed girl was one thing; but when that
involved considerable economic loss, that was a wholly
different matter. The scene was reminiscent of the Gerasene
pigs incident (Mark 5:16—17). The profit motive was a
frequent obstacle to the gospel in Acts. It was certainly the
downfall of Simon Magus (8:19f.). It would lead Demetrius
and his fellow Ephesian silversmiths to violently oppose Paul
(19:24-28). Here the greed of the slave girl’s owners was in
marked contrast to the generosity of Lydia, who shared her
house with the missionaries and the Philippian Christians. One’s
relationship to material goods marks a major distinction
between believers and nonbelievers in Acts. (Note how
“believer” and “‘stay at my house” are closely linked in v.

15.)

The first-person narrative stops at v. 17 and does not reappear in
Acts until Paul’s return to Philippi in 20:6. Some scholars have
seen this as an indication that Luke remained behind to minister
in Philippi and did not rejoin Paul in his travel until this return
visit at the end of his third mission. This is placing a great deal
of faith in a basically stylistic matter, assuming that Luke always
took pains to distinguish his presence by the use of the first




person. What does seem to be indicated in the present context is
that Luke and Timothy dropped out of the picture at this point.
Only Paul and Silas got the brunt of the owners’ ire and
were dragged before the magistrates (v. 19). The scene is
filled with local color and very much fits what is known from
elsewhere about Philippi. The apostles were dragged into the
marketplace (agora). In the excavations at Philippi, this
agora, or forum, has been uncovered. On its northwest side
stood a raised podium with stairs on two sides. This would
have been the city tribunal where civil cases were tried. The city
prison was located immediately adjacent to the agora.
Although these ruins date from the second century A.D., it is
likely that they were built on the same sites as the agora and
prison where Paul and Silas were tried and incarcerated.

16:20-21 The officials mentioned in vv. 20, 35 correspond
to the pattern of authority for Roman colonies. The
“magistrates” (strategoi) of v. 20, who probably were the same
as the “authorities” of v. 19, would be the two men (known in
Latin as the duuviri) who tried civil cases and were generally
responsible for maintaining law and order. The “officers”
mentioned in vv. 35, 38 (rhabdouchoi ) were designated lictors
in Latin and were responsible to the magistrates. They were the
enforcement officers. Their symbol of office was a bundle of
rods with an axe protruding from the middle, tied together with a
red band called the fasces. (This symbol was revived in modern
times by Mussolini for his “fascist” movement.) The rods were
not mere decorations but were used in scourgings. The lictors in
Philippi would have used them in the beating of Paul and Silas
(v.22). In fact, the word used for “beating” (rhabdizein) means




literally to beat with rods, the customary manner of Roman

scourgings.

The owners of the slave girl were careful in their charges to
avoid the real issue of her healing and their resulting loss of
profit. Basically their charges were threefold.

I.

2.

The first was calculated to awaken latent
prejudices in the crowd: “These men are Jews.”
The second was extremely nebulous but would
have evoked the attention of the magistrates who
were responsible for “law and order’’: They
‘‘are throwing our city into an uproar.”
The last charge seems to be the only one with any
substance: They are ‘““advocating customs
unlawful for us Romans.” This is generally
interpreted as illegal proselytizing for Judaism,
but the evidence is that Jews were not forbidden
to proselytize until the time of Hadrian, well into
the second century.

- New American Commentary

THE STORY OF the slave girl who was delivered from an evil
spirit has similarities with episodes involving evil spirits in
Jesus' life. The spirits seem to have had supernatural powers
that enabled them to recognize the divine source of the
ministries of Jesus and of Paul's team (v. 17; cf. Luke 4:34,41;

8:28).




Today too soothsayers predict the future for gain; some are
fakes while others do it through supernatural powers. This
girl seems to have belonged to the latter category. Though
what she proclaimed affirmed Paul's ministry, he 1s "troubled"
by it (diaponeomai, v. 18, which means "to be strongly irked
or provoked at something or someone"; cf. 4:2).

This miracle, which caused a significant loss of income for
her owners, brought about opposition to the gospel (cf. also
19:23-28). Their official reason for opposition was that Paul and
Silas were "advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to
practice" (v. 21)—which the authorities had to take as a serious
complaint. Clearly an attempt was made to alienate the
missionaries and cause the magistrates to side with "us
Romans." Little did they know that the missionaries were
Romans too (v. 37).

The treatment Paul and Silas received should not have been
given to Roman citizens...

Responding to the demonic. Paul's reaction to the utterances of
the slave girl regarding his ministry (vv. 17-18) is instructive to
us who live in an age when many forces are doing "good" deeds
using supernatural powers.




QUOTE: What she said was correct and
affirming of his ministry, but Paul was greatly
irked by it because it came from a demonic
source. James says that even demons believe
"that there is one God" (James 2:19). In other
words, truth can be uttered by people through
demonic power. But it must not be tolerated, for
it further immerses people in demonic deception
and bondage. As a result, Paul cast out the evil
spirit from her.

Our passage clearly proclaims Christ's power over the demonic.

When Mark recorded the appointing of the
twelve apostles, he gave a threefold reason for the
appointments:

1. "that they might be with him and
2.  that he might send them out to preach and

3. to have authority to drive out demons" (Mk 3:14-15)

With Paul's act of delivering the girl of the spirit of
divination (v. 18) the apostles were continuing the
ministry of driving out demons. This type of ministry
was so effective in Ephesus that some Jewish exorcists
even tried to invoke the name of Jesus in their
activities (19:11-16). The calling to engage the
demonic applies to us today.




Religion as business. Opposition to the gospel in Philippi (and
later in Ephesus) was caused by loss of income (v. 19).
Opportunity to earn money can be so important that it overrides
nobler motivations for one's behavior. The employers of the girl
must have known that she was in a miserable state and that what
Paul had done for her was, in effect, a deliverance from
bondage. But they had lost a means of income, so they
opposed Paul. Yet they couched their opposition in noble
terms, stating that the stability of the city was at stake
because Paul and his team were "advocating customs unlawful
for us Romans to accept or practice" (vv. 20-21).

QUOTE:

Opposing demonically inspired actions. Paul's attitude of
opposition to demonic power that told the truth
about his ministry is relevant today. We live in an
age that is both pluralistic and is experiencing a
rediscovery of spirituality. Pluralism causes many
people to assign roughly equal status to all
religious approaches; spirituality causes them to
welcome different expressions of the spiritual and
the supernatural. This combination has brought
about a supermarket approach to religion, where
people are encouraged to shop for the gods that
best suit them.




Jesus warned that in the last days people will say,
"Look, here is the Christ!" and, "Look, there he
is!" But, he said, "Do not believe it" (Mark 13:21).
Our Lord went on to explain, "For false Christs
and false prophets will appear and perform signs
and miracles to deceive the elect—if that were
possible" (13:22). These powerful "god-men" who
are gaining many disciples and influencing people
to move in directions that seem to be good for them
are false prophets. We must be alert to this and
seek to rescue people from their influence, just as
Paul did with the Philippian girl.

This is not popular in today's pluralistic
environment, where acceptance and affirmation of
other faiths is almost mandated as a part of healthy

living. But (opposition & confrontation) must be

done because we believe that these forces, despite
the temporary good they may perform, serve to
further entrench people in bondage to Satan...

Paul was motivated by such a deep love for people
that he could not endure the pain of seeing them
under the grip of deception. He had to act, and so
must we.



ILLUSTRATION:

Consequently, the Indian "god-man" Satya Sai Biba, who
claims to be an incarnation of the god Shiva, is gaining disciples
in both the East and the West. He performs miracles, directs
people away from sinful sensuality, and utters words of wisdom
that help them live "better" lives. His followers say that he is the
Christ who has come for this particular age. According to the
pluralistic ideal we should welcome the service rendered by Sai
Béba to humanity and affirm that his way is indeed good and
helpful.

After our Youth for Christ magazine in Sri Lanka had published
an article about Sai Béba, a top government official (who was a
nominal Christian and an admirer of Sai Bidba), told me, "Isn't it
better to be safe than sorry?" This is a typical pluralist attitude in
such situations: "It may not be relevant to me, but it is relevant
to others, and I will just leave it alone without poking my finger
into it. After all, it could be genuine." Paul was motivated by
such a deep love for people that he could not endure the pain of
seeing them under the grip of deception. He had to act, and so
must we.

The demonic in Christian ministry. Except in a few pockets
the ministry of exercising authority over demons was lacking in
the Protestant church until the charismatic movement brought it
back into focus. This may be because the Protestant church was
influenced by the rationalism that characterized the modern era,
unlike the Roman Catholic Church, where exorcisms have been
carried out throughout the centuries. There is now a greater
recognition of the demonic among people from all shades of
evangelical thought.



Still today, however, there is a reluctance among many
Christians to attribute problems they face to the demonic and to
engage the demonic in their ministries. They point to the many
abuses that have taken place through those who minister in this
realm. Often demons are blamed for our sins and weaknesses so
that people take no responsibility for their actions and no
grappling is done with these areas. Sometimes demons are
blamed for psychological and physical problems in such a way
that legitimate remedies for these problems are bypassed and
energies are expended trying to cast out nonexistent demons.
Such abuses should cause us to be careful about attributing
anything to demons without considering all the factors. It would
be helpful for all ministers to read a biblically sound book on
this type of ministry.

When dealing with problems in our ministries, we should always
ask whether there is a cause for the problem that needs to be
cleared through direct action against the demonic. In doing this
it would be best to act with the support of other Christians,
remembering that Jesus never sent disciples for this type of
ministry alone. We may also refer the case to one who is
particularly gifted in this area. But we must always remember
that even though we may be nervous and feel weak as we
combat demonic powers, we are ministering in the name and
with the authority of Jesus, who has conquered evil and the
demonic. He is stronger than the forces we are combating,
and his strength is available for us to use.



Opposition to God's work for monetary reasons. A monk
gets angry when he loses a source of regular alms as a result of
the conversion of some of his donors. The leaders of a church
get angry that their members are giving money to a parachurch
group that is doing a good work for Christ. The leader of a
parachurch group gets angry when a leader from another region
but working for the same group raises funds from people in his
region. These are all ways in which opposition to God's work for
monetary reasons can be manifested today.

Here is an area where the principle, "It is better to be safe than
sorry," may work. We are well aware of Paul's warning: "For
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people,
eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced
themselves with many griefs" (1 Tim. 6:10). Thus, we must be
cautious when it comes to opposing anyone if our own
financial stability is an issue. Insecurity about our such
issues can cause us to act sinfully. We may choose to "play it
safe" and not act when it comes to opposing someone who is
threatening our stability.

- NIV Application Commentary

No sooner are lost people saved than Satan begins to hinder
the work. In this case, he used a demonized girl who had
made her masters wealthy by telling fortunes. As Paul and his
"team" went regularly to the place of prayer, still witnessing to
the lost, this girl repeatedly shouted after them, "These men are
the servants of the Most High God, who show us the way of
salvation!"




Paul did not want either the Gospel or the name of God to be
"promoted" by one of Satan's slaves, so he cast out the
demon. After all, Satan may speak the truth one minute
and the next minute tell a lie; and the unsaved would

not know the difference.

The owners had no concern for the girl; they were interested
only in the income she provided, and now that income was gone.

(The conflict between money and ministry
appears often in Acts: 5:1-11; 8:18-24; 19:23ff;
20:33-34.)

Their only recourse was the Roman law, and they thought they
had a pretty good case because the missionaries were Jewish and
were propagating a religion not approved by Rome. Moved by
both religious and racial prejudices, the magistrates acted
rashly and did not investigate the matter fully. This neglect
on their part later brought them embarrassment.

Why didn't Paul and Silas plead their Roman citizenship? (see
Acts 22:25-29; 25:11-12) Perhaps there was not time, or perhaps
Paul was saving that weapon for better use later on... It looked
like the end of their witness in Philippi, but God had other

plans.

- Bible Exposition Commentary



The Slave Girl

Then the narrative changes. Now it happened, as we went to
prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of
divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by
fortune-telling (v. 16). Here we have one of many ‘“we”
passages in the book of Acts. Suddenly the author of the book
includes himself in the narrative; he is no longer just a
recorder of what was taking place but is himself one who
participates. Luke enters into the entourage at this point.

The slave girl had the spirit of divination; that is, she was
involved in the occult. She was involved in sorcery and
fortune-telling. Her masters kept close tabs on her since she
made them a lot of money. Among those who lived in this pagan
center there was great interest in hearing predictions of the
future, and the slave girl would sell her predictions.

This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, ‘“These
men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to
us the way of salvation.” And this she did for many days (vv.
17-18). The slave girl was in a sense harassing and stalking
Paul and his band. Everywhere they went to preach, the slave
girl, who was possessed by a demon, cried out that what Paul
and Silas were preaching was the word of God. How are we to
understand that? Was this done in a spirit of satire, in mockery?
Was she laughing, or was she, against her own will, declaring
the truth of what the Apostles were saying, much as the demons
did when they encountered Jesus during His earthly ministry?



In the Gospels, the first ones to recognize the
identity of Jesus in His earthly ministry were the
demons. ‘“What have we to do with You, Jesus,
You Son of God? Have You come here to torment
us before the time?” they would ask (Matt. 8:29).

Even though they could provide a backward appraisal of the true
character of Christ, their acknowledgment came from them in a
spirit of reluctance because they were utterly hostile to the true
identity of Jesus.

So although the slave girl spoke the truth, she did so through
clenched teeth as one who hated what she was hearing from the
lips of Paul and Silas and their friends. But Paul, greatly
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ‘I command you in
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came
out that very hour. But when her masters saw that their
hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and
dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities (vv. 18-
19). The agora was not only the place where business
transactions took place every day but also where court cases
were frequently heard and judgments rendered. When Paul
began rebuking the girl, he was no longer just
preaching; he was meddling and upsetting the

economics of the slave owner.

Disputes over religious ideas were tolerable, but when those
disputes entered the marketplace, real hostility would erupt
against the truth of God.



And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, ‘“These
men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; and they
teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to
receive or observe” (vv. 20-21).

Contrary to the slave owners’ complaint, the only
thing Paul and Silas had done was drive one demon

out of the city. It was the best thing that ever happened in
that city, of course, but the people didn’t see it that way, so
the charges were multiplied. They charged Paul and Silas with
imposing an alien religion, thereby upsetting the equilibrium of
the entire city. The place was under Roman jurisdiction, and it
was against Roman law to teach foreign religions there. So, in
order to get a judgment against Paul and Silas, the slave owners
add to their charges, which is the same thing that had happened
to Jesus.

- St. Andrew's Expositional Commentary

QUOTE:

As the church took root in Philippi, Satan moved
to attack it. Here, as in Samaria (8:9ff.) and
Cyprus (13:6ff.), was the clash of light and
darkness. He sought to infiltrate the church or to
crush it with persecution. Both avenues of attack
would prove unsuccessful.



His attempt at infiltration unfolded as the missionaries continued
their pattern of going to the place of prayer beside the river.
They encountered an emissary of the devil, a certain slave-girl
having a spirit of divination. The Greek text literally reads "a
python spirit." That designation derives from Greek mythology,
in which the Python was a snake that guarded the famous oracle
at Delphi. Eventually, the Python was killed by Apollo, the god
of prophecy. Since it was believed that Apollo spoke through the
oracle at Delphi, the term "python" came to refer to anyone in
contact with Apollo. In modern terms, she was a medium in
contact with demons. Luke notes that the demon-possessed girl
was bringing her masters much profit by fortunetelling.
Such people were believed to be able predict the future, a
valuable commodity in the Greco-Roman culture:

Greeks and Romans put great stock on augury and divination.
No commander would set out on a major military campaign nor
would an emperor make an important decree without first
consulting an oracle to see how things might turn out. A slave
girl with a clairvoyant gift was thus a veritable gold mine for her
owners. (John B. Polhill, The New American Commentary: Acts
[Nashville: Broadman, 1992], 351)

This hapless tool of Satan kept following after Paul and the
others, crying out at the top of her voice, "These men are
bond-servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to
you the way of salvation."



QUOTE:

This was a subtle and dangerous attack, a bold
attempt to infiltrate a deadly weed among the
wheat, because what the demon-possessed girl
was saying was absolutely true. The demon even
used biblical terminology. The term Most High
God was an Old Testament designation of the
God of Israel (Ps. 78:35; Dan. 5:18) She also
spoke of the way of salvation. The father of lies
speaks the truth when it suits his purposes,
disguising himself and his emissaries as angels of
light (2 Cor. 11:13-14). Some of his most effective
and diabolical work is done in the name of Jesus
Christ. He often uses a little truth to ensnare
people in a false system of religion. Since the
demon-possessed girl was agreeing with the
Christian preachers, the natural assumption

would be that she was part of their group.
She would then have been in a

position to do unspeakable
harm to the cause of Christ.




Like his Lord (Mark 1:34; Luke 4:41), Paul wanted no publicity from
Satan.

After the girl continued her proclamations for many days, Paul became
greatly annoyed. He resented the satanic assault on his ministry and
felt sorry for the wretched state of the girl. He ended both when he
turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus
Christ to come out of her!" In obedience to Paul's apostolic
authority, the demon came out at that very moment. The ability to
cast out demons marked Christ's apostles (Mark 3:15; 2 Cor. 12:12) and
passed from the church with them. That and the other miraculous gifts
confirmed that the apostles were God's spokesmen. Despite the claims
of many today, no believer has direct authority to command demons
to obey him. (For further discussion of this point, see John MacArthur,
How to Meet the Enemy [Wheaton, I1l.: Victor, 1992].) The spiritual
battle is now fought with the armor and weapons discussed in
Ephesians 6:10ff.

QUOTE:

These two females (Lydia & the slave-girl) typify all of humanity.
Everyone is either liberated by Jesus Christ or enslaved by Satan.
The only path to freedom is that followed by Lydia—of seeking God,
listening to the gospel, and having a heart opened to respond by the
Lord.

Those who do so will not be disappointed, for the Lord Himself
promises in Jeremiah 29:13, "You will seek Me and find Me, when you
search for Me with all your heart."

- MacArthur New Testament Commentary



