
“prophets, priests, princes, plus…”

2 Kings 11
New American Standard Bible (NASB)
Athaliah Queen of Judah

11 (A)When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she 
rose and destroyed all the royal [a]offspring. 2 But Jehosheba, the daughter 
of King Joram, sister of Ahaziah, (B)took Joash the son of Ahaziah and stole  
him from among the king’s sons who were being put to death, and placed  
him and his nurse in the bedroom. So they hid him from Athaliah, and he  
was not put to death. 3 So he was hidden with her in the house of the Lord 
six years, while Athaliah was reigning over the land.

4 (C)Now in the seventh year Jehoiada sent and brought the captains of  
hundreds of (D)the Carites and of the [b]guard, and brought them to him 
in the house of the Lord. Then he made a covenant with them and put them 
under oath in the house of the Lord, and showed them the king’s son. 5 He 
commanded them, saying, “This is the thing that you shall do: (E)one third 
of you, who come in on the sabbath and keep watch over the king’s house  
6 (one third also shall be at the gate Sur, and one third at the gate behind 
the [c]guards), [d]shall keep watch over the house for defense. 7 Two 
parts of you, even all who go out on the sabbath, shall also keep watch over  
the house of the Lord for the king. 8 Then you shall surround the king, each 
with his weapons in his hand; and whoever comes within the ranks shall be  
put to death. And (F)be with the king when he goes out and when he comes 
in.”

9 So the captains of hundreds (G)did according to all that Jehoiada the 
priest commanded. And each one of them took his men who were to come in  
on the sabbath, with those who were to go out on the sabbath, and came to  
Jehoiada the priest. 10 (H)The priest gave to the captains of hundreds the 
spears and shields that had been King David’s, which were in the house of 
the Lord. 11 The [e]guards stood each with his weapons in his hand, from 
the right [f]side of the house to the left [g]side of the house, by the altar 
and by the house, around the king. 12 Then he brought the king’s son out 
and (I)put the crown on him and gave him (J)the testimony; and they 
made him king and anointed him, and they clapped their hands and said,  
“(K)Long live the king!”

13 (L)When Athaliah heard the noise of the guard and of the people, she 
came to the people in the house of the Lord. 14 She looked and behold, the 
king was standing (M)by the pillar, according to the custom, with the 
captains and the [h]trumpeters beside the king; and (N)all the people of 
the land rejoiced and blew trumpets. Then Athaliah (O)tore her clothes and 



cried, “(P)Treason! Treason!” 15 And Jehoiada the priest commanded the 
captains of hundreds who were appointed over the army and said to them,  
“Bring her out [i]between the ranks, and whoever follows her put to death 
with the sword.” For the priest said, “Let her not be put to death in the  
house of the Lord.” 16 So they [j]seized her, and when she arrived at the 
horses’ entrance of the king’s house, she was (Q)put to death there.

17 Then (R)Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord and the king and 
the people, that they would be the Lord’s people, also (S)between the king 
and the people. 18 All the people of the land went to (T)the house of Baal,  
and tore it down; (U)his altars and his images they broke in pieces 
thoroughly, and (V)killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. And 
the priest appointed [k]officers over the house of the Lord. 19 He took the 
captains of hundreds and the (W)Carites and the [l]guards and all the 
people of the land; and they brought the king down from the house of the  
Lord, and came by the way of (X)the gate of the [m]guards to the king’s 
house. And he sat on the throne of the kings. 20 So (Y)all the people of the 
land rejoiced and the city was quiet. For they had put Athaliah to death with  
the sword at the king’s house.

21 [n](Z)Jehoash was seven years old when he became king.

2 Kings 12
New American Standard Bible (NASB)
Joash (Jehoash) Reigns over Judah

12 In the seventh year of Jehu, (A)Jehoash became king, and he reigned 
forty years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Zibiah of Beersheba.  
2 Jehoash did right in the sight of the Lord all his days in which Jehoiada the  
priest instructed him. 3 Only (B)the high places were not taken away; the 
people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places.

The Temple to Be Repaired

4 Then Jehoash said to the priests, “All the money of the sacred things 
(C)which is brought into the house of the Lord, in current money, both 
(D)the money of each man’s assessment and all the money [a]which any 
man’s heart prompts him to bring into the house of the Lord, 5 let the 
priests take it for themselves, each from his acquaintance; and they shall  
repair the [b]damages of the house wherever any damage may be found.”

6 But it came about that in the twenty-third year of King Jehoash (E)the 
priests had not repaired the damages of the house. 7 Then King Jehoash 
called for Jehoiada the priest, and for the other priests and said to them, 
“Why do you not repair the damages of the house? Now therefore take no  
more money from your acquaintances, but pay it for the damages of the 



house.” 8 So the priests agreed that they would take no more money from 
the people, nor repair the damages of the house.

9 But (F)Jehoiada the priest took a chest and bored a hole in its lid and put  
it beside the altar, on the right side as one comes into the house of the  
Lord; and the priests who guarded the threshold put in it all the money  
which was brought into the house of the Lord. 10 When they saw that there 
was much money in the chest, (G)the king’s scribe and the high priest came 
up and tied it in bags and counted the money which was found in the house 
of the Lord. 11 They gave the money which was weighed out into the hands 
of those who did the work, who had the oversight of the house of the Lord;  
and they [c]paid it out to the carpenters and the builders who worked on 
the house of the Lord; 12 and (H)to the masons and the stonecutters, and 
for buying timber and hewn stone to repair the damages to the house of the  
Lord, and for all that was [d]laid out for the house to repair it. 13 But 
(I)there were not made for the house of the Lord (J)silver cups, snuffers, 
bowls, trumpets, any vessels of gold, or vessels of silver from the money  
which was brought into the house of the Lord; 14 for they gave that to 
those who did the work, and with it they repaired the house of the Lord.  
15 Moreover, (K)they did not require an accounting from the men into  
whose hand they gave the money to pay to those who did the work, for they  
dealt faithfully. 16 The (L)money from the guilt offerings and (M)the 
money from the sin offerings was not brought into the house of the Lord;  
(N)it was for the priests.

17 Then (O)Hazael king of Aram went up and fought against Gath and 
captured it, and (P)Hazael set his face to go up to Jerusalem. 
18 (Q)Jehoash king of Judah took all the sacred things that Jehoshaphat  
and Jehoram and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Judah, had dedicated, and 
(R)his own sacred things and all the gold that was found among the 
treasuries of the house of the Lord and of the king’s house, and sent them 
to Hazael king of Aram. Then he went away from Jerusalem.

Joash (Jehoash) Succeeded by Amaziah in Judah

19 Now the rest of the acts of Joash and all that he did, are they not written 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 20 (S)His servants 
arose and made a conspiracy and (T)struck down Joash at (U)the house of 
Millo as he was going down to Silla. 21 For Jozacar the son of Shimeath and 
Jehozabad the son of (V)Shomer, his servants, struck him and he died; and 
they buried him with his fathers in the city of David, and (W)Amaziah his 
son became king in his place.



2 Chronicles 22
New American Standard Bible (NASB)
Ahaziah Succeeds Jehoram in Judah

22 (A)Then the inhabitants of Jerusalem made [a]Ahaziah, his youngest 
son, king in his place, for the band of men who came with (B)the Arabs to 
the camp had slain all the older sons. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of  
Judah began to reign. 2 Ahaziah was [b]twenty-two years old when he 
became king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name 
was Athaliah, the [c]granddaughter of Omri. 3 He also walked in the ways 
of the house of Ahab, for his mother was his counselor to do wickedly. 4 He 
did evil in the sight of the Lord like the house of Ahab, for they were his  
counselors after the death of his father, to (C)his destruction.

Ahaziah Allies with Jehoram of Israel

5 He also walked according to their counsel, and went with Jehoram the son 
of Ahab king of Israel to wage war against Hazael king of Aram at Ramoth-
gilead. But the [d](D)Arameans [e]wounded [f]Joram. 6 So he returned to 
be healed in Jezreel of the wounds [g]which they had inflicted on him at 
Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king of Aram. And [h]Ahaziah, the 
son of Jehoram king of Judah, went down to see Jehoram the son of Ahab in  
Jezreel, because he was sick.

7 Now (E)the destruction of Ahaziah was from God, in that [i]he went to 
Joram. For when he came, (F)he went out with Jehoram against Jehu the 
son of Nimshi, (G)whom the Lord had anointed to cut off the house of Ahab.

Jehu Murders Princes of Judah

8 (H)It came about when Jehu was executing judgment on the house of  
Ahab, he found the princes of Judah and the sons of Ahaziah’s brothers  
ministering to Ahaziah, and slew them. 9 (I)He also sought Ahaziah, and 
they caught him while he was hiding in Samaria; they brought him to Jehu,  
put him to death (J)and buried him. For they said, “He is the son of 
Jehoshaphat, (K)who sought the Lord with all his heart.” So there was no 
one of the house of Ahaziah to retain the power of the kingdom.

10 (L)Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was 
dead, she rose and destroyed all the royal [j]offspring of the house of 
Judah. 11 But Jehoshabeath the king’s daughter took Joash the son of  
Ahaziah, and stole him from among the king’s sons who were being put to  
death, and placed him and his nurse in the bedroom. So Jehoshabeath, the  
daughter of King Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest (for she was the  
sister of Ahaziah), hid him from Athaliah so that she would not put him to  
death. 12 He was hidden with them in the house of God six years while  
Athaliah reigned over the land.



2 Chronicles 23
New American Standard Bible (NASB)
Jehoiada Sets Joash on the Throne of Judah

23 Now in the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened himself, and took 
captains of hundreds  3b And Jehoiada said to them, “Behold, the king’s son 
shall reign, as the Lord has spoken concerning the sons of David. 

8 So the Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada the priest  
commanded… 9 Then Jehoiada the priest gave to the captains of hundreds 
the spears and the large and small shields which had been King David’s,  
which were in the house of God…  11b And Jehoiada and his sons anointed 
him and said, “Long live the king!”

Athaliah Murdered

13b …And all the people of the land rejoiced and blew trumpets, the singers  
with their musical instruments leading the praise. Then Athaliah tore her  
clothes and said, “Treason! Treason!” 14 Jehoiada the priest brought out the 
captains of hundreds who were appointed over the army and said to them,  
“Bring her out… and whoever follows her, put to death with the sword…”  
and… they put her to death...

Reforms Carried Out

16 Then Jehoiada made a covenant between himself and all the 
people and the king, that they would be the Lord’s people. 17 And all  
the people went to the house of Baal and tore it down, and they broke in  
pieces his altars and his images, and killed Mattan the priest of Baal before  
the altars…. 21 So (R)all of the people of the land rejoiced and the city was 
quiet. For they had put Athaliah to death with the sword.

2 Chronicles 24
New American Standard Bible (NASB)
Young Joash Influenced by Jehoiada

24 (A)Joash was seven years old when he became king, and he reigned 
forty years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Zibiah from 
Beersheba. 2 (B)Joash did what was right in the sight of the Lord all the 
days of Jehoiada the priest. 3 Jehoiada took two wives for him, and he 
became the father of sons and daughters.

Faithless Priests

4 Now it came about after this that Joash [a]decided (C)to restore the 



house of the Lord. 5 He gathered the priests and Levites and said to them, 
“Go out to the cities of Judah and collect money from all (D)Israel to 
[b]repair the house of your God [c]annually, and you shall do the matter  
quickly.” But the Levites did not act quickly. 6 So the king summoned 
Jehoiada the chief priest and said to him, “Why have you not required the 
Levites to bring in from Judah and from Jerusalem (E)the levy fixed by 
Moses the servant of the Lord on the congregation of Israel (F)for the tent 
of the testimony?” 7 For (G)the sons of the wicked Athaliah had broken into 
the house of God and even [d]used the holy things of the house of the Lord 
for the Baals.

Temple Repaired

8 So the king commanded, and (H)they made a chest and set it outside by 
the gate of the house of the Lord. 9 (I)They made a proclamation in Judah 
and Jerusalem to bring to the Lord (J)the levy fixed by Moses the servant of 
God on Israel in the wilderness. 10 All the officers and all the people 
rejoiced and brought in their levies and [e]dropped them into the chest until  
they had finished. 11 It came about whenever the chest was brought in to 
the king’s officer by the Levites, and when (K)they saw that there was much 
money, then the king’s scribe and the chief priest’s officer would come,  
empty the chest, take it, and return it to its place. Thus they did daily and  
collected much money. 12 The king and Jehoiada gave it to those who did 
the work of the service of the house of the Lord; and they hired masons and 
carpenters to restore the house of the Lord, and also workers in iron and 
bronze to [f]repair the house of the Lord. 13 So the workmen labored, and 
the repair work progressed in their hands, and they [g]restored the house 
of God [h]according to its specifications and strengthened it. 14 When they 
had finished, they brought the rest of the money before the king and 
Jehoiada; and it was made into utensils for the house of the Lord, utensils  
for the service and the burnt offering, and pans and utensils of gold and  
silver. And they offered burnt offerings in the house of the Lord continually  
all the days of Jehoiada.

15 Now when Jehoiada [i]reached a ripe old age he died; he was one 
hundred and thirty years old at his death. 16 They buried him (L)in the city 
of David among the kings, because he had done well in (M)Israel and [j]to 
God and His house.

17 But after the death of Jehoiada the officials of Judah came and bowed 
down to the king, and the king listened to them. 18 They abandoned (N)the 
house of the Lord, the God of their fathers, and (O)served the [k]Asherim 
and the idols; so (P)wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this their  
guilt. 19 Yet (Q)He sent prophets to them to bring them back to the Lord;  
though they testified against them, they would not listen.



Joash Murders Son of Jehoiada

20 (R)Then the Spirit of God [l]came on Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the 
priest; and he stood above the people and said to them, “Thus God has said,  
‘(S)Why do you transgress the commandments of the Lord and do not  
prosper? (T)Because you have forsaken the Lord, He has also forsaken 
you.’” 21 So (U)they conspired against him and at the command of the king 
they stoned him [m]to death in the court of the house of the Lord. 22 Thus 
Joash the king did not remember the kindness which his father Jehoiada had  
shown him, but he murdered his son. And as he died he said, “May (V)the 
Lord see and [n]avenge!”

Aram Invades and Defeats Judah

23 Now it happened at the turn of the year that (W)the army of the 
Arameans came up against him; and they came to Judah and Jerusalem,  
destroyed all the officials of the people from among the people, and sent all  
their spoil to the king of Damascus. 24 Indeed the army of the Arameans 
came with a small number of men; yet (X)the Lord delivered a very great 
army into their hands, (Y)because they had forsaken the Lord, the God of  
their fathers. Thus they executed judgment on Joash.

Elisha 
Jehu (A) & (B)
Athaliah (Ath-al-yaw’) (mother of Ahaziah & daughter of Ahab & Jezebel):  2 Chronicles 22:10 
(“…she rose and destroyed all the royal offspring of the house of Judah…”)
22:12 (“…for 6 years while she ruled over the land.”)

Jehoshabeath (Yeh-ho-shab-ath’) (wife of Jehoiada & daughter of king Jehoram)  
2 Chronicles 22:11ff

Joash (protected prince, child-king, godly king, wicked king, & murderer…)

“all the people”  -  2 Chronicles 23:16 

Jehoiada (Yeh-ho-yaw-daw’)

2 Chronicles  23:14 - Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains of hundreds who 
were appointed over the army and said to them, “Bring her out 
between the ranks; and whoever follows her, put to death with 
the sword.” For the priest said, “Let her not be put to death in 
the house of the Lord.”

2 Chronicles  23:16 - Then Jehoiada made a covenant between himself and all the 
people and the king, that they would be the Lord’s people.



2 Chronicles  24:2 -  “Joash did what was right in the sight of the LORD, all the days 
of Jehoiada the priest.”

2 Chronicles  24:16 – “They buried him in the city of David AMONG THE KINGS, 
  because he had done well in Israel and to God and His house.”

2 Chronicles  24:17-19 - But after the death of Jehoiada the officials of Judah 
came and bowed down to the king, and the king listened to 
them. They abandoned the house of the Lord, the God of their 
fathers, and served the Asherim and the idols; so wrath came 
upon Judah and Jerusalem for this their guilt.  Yet He sent 
prophets to them to bring them back to the Lord; though they 
testified against them, they would not listen.

2 Chronicles 20-23 - Then the Spirit of God came on Zechariah the son of Jehoiada 
the priest; and he stood above the people and said to them, 
“Thus God has said, ‘Why do you transgress the 
commandments of the Lord and do not prosper? Because you 
have forsaken the Lord, He has also forsaken you.’” 21 So they 
conspired against him and at the command of the king they 
stoned him to death in the court of the house of the Lord. 
22 Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness which 
his father Jehoiada had shown him, but he murdered his son. 
And as he died he said, “May the Lord see and avenge!”

Faithless Priests – 2 Chronicles 24:4-7

Zechariah (prophet, son of Jehoiada)… murdered by Joash (for telling the people: 
“…because you have forsaken the LORD, He has forsaken you…” – 2 Chronicles 24:20)

***  See John the Baptist…
“…at the command of the king (Joash), they stoned him to death in the court 

of the house of the LORD…” – 2 Chronicles 24:21
***  See Dearborn, MI video

“…and as he died he said: ‘May the LORD see and avenge!” – 2 Chron 24:22
***  See Jesus from Revelation!

“Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in… Aim at earth, and you will get neither.”  
- C.S. Lewis

Read Hebrews 1:1-3
English Standard Version (ESV)
The Supremacy of God's Son

1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 
the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 
he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.  
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature,  



and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making  
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high…

Basic theme of Hebrews… summarized in word: “BETTER” 
(see 1:4; 6:9; 7:7,19,22; 8:6; 9:23; 10:34; 11:16,35,40; 12:24).

Hebrews 1:1-3 reveal Jesus as Prophet, Priest, & King
a. Prophet =   “God spoke in His Son…”
b. Priest =   “…having made purification of sins…”
c. King =   “…He sat down…”

“Jesus offers a BETTER revelation, position, priesthood, covenant, sacrifice, 
 and power” (than anything Judaism had, has, or promised). – Talk Thru the Bible

See Jesus’ role in:
a. CREATION – creation, continuation consummation all in His control… 

past, present, and future  (See Heb.1 & John’s gospel)
b. REDEMPTION – Jesus alone… rescues, raises, & redeems

• Not found in speculation…  (1 Corinthians 2:14)
• But found through revelation…

Calvin:  We know Jesus in His 3-fold office of Prophet, Priest, & King… (unified)
a. Prophet = REVEALING God
b. Priest = RECONCILING us to God
c. King = REIGNING God

“Jesus Christ is the agent of creation, the height of revelation, the mediator of redemption, and 
the judge of history.”  -  Holman Study Bible notes (Hebrews 1:1ff)

prophets = reveal Jesus as Prophet = Revelation  - John 1:1
priests = restore Jesus as Priest             = Redemption - 2 Cor. 5:21/Rom. 3:21-26
kings = reign Jesus as King = Rule over ALL… Philippians 2:10-11 

1. What did Jesus SAY?    Do you OBEY!
2. What did Jesus   DO?    How do you KNOW if He did it for YOU
3. Where did Jesus Go?    

“Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.”  - 1 John 4:4

Philippians 2:10-11 =  “…at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
(see what immediately follows…. Note the context of vv.12-16)
12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but  
now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is 
God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.



14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15 so that you will prove yourselves to be 
blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the 
word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in  
vain nor toil in vain.”

Jesus as Prophet:
1. Jesus is God’s full final Word to us
2. He makes God fully known to us
3. All human prophets leave the totality of the “job” left incomplete…

a. Human “prophets”  INFORM
b. Jesus THE Prophet  TRANSFORMS

Jesus the Priest:
1. Jesus the Reconciler (Hebrews 10:19ff)
2. Ps. 30…. Jesus bearing our sins…  (If something’s going to get clean, then something 

else has to get dirty)
a. He made Him who knew no sin to become sin on our behalf…
b. To miss this is to lead to a works based salvation

Jesus as King:
1. Revelation and Reconciliation leads to Christ’s thrown…  
2. Christ goes from Creator to cradle to cross to King!

What does it mean to be (and for those who are) “in Christ?”
1. See 2 Corinthians 5:17
2. See Romans 8:1 (contrast Col. 4:5 & 1 Thess. 4:12)
3. See Ephesians 1:3-4
4. See John 1:12 & 3:3
5. See John 14:20
6. See Colossians 3:1-17 (emphasis on v.3)
7. See John 17:21
8. Dietrich Bonheoffer:  “When Christ calls a man, He bids him, come and die.” 
9. To be “in Christ” is to be a follower vs. a fan…  (“There can be no salvation without 

surrender, no life without death…”  - Kyle Idleman)
10. Your life is not your own anymore…. “for you were bought with a price…”



“What does it mean to abide in Christ?”

Answer:
To “abide” is to live, continue, or remain; so, to abide in Christ is to live in Him or 

remain in Him. When a person is saved, he or she is described as being “in Christ” (Romans 8:1; 
2 Corinthians 5:17), held secure in a permanent relationship (John 10:28-29). Therefore, abiding 
in Christ is not a special level of Christian experience, available only to a few; rather, it is the 
position of all true believers. The difference between those abiding in Christ and those not 
abiding in Christ is the difference between the saved and the unsaved.Abiding in Christ is taught 
in 1 John 2:5-6, where it is synonymous with “knowing” Christ (verses 2 and 3). Later in the 
same chapter, John equates “remaining” in the Father and the Son with having the promise of 
eternal life (verses 24 and 25).The phrase “abiding in Christ” pictures an intimate, close 
relationship, and not just a superficial acquaintance. In John 15:4-7, Jesus tells His disciples that 
having salvation is essential, using the picture of branches united to a vine. Without that vital 
union with Christ which salvation provides, there can be no life and no productivity. Elsewhere, 
the Bible likens this union to that of a head and a body (Colossians 1:18).There are proofs that 
one abides in Christ (i.e., proofs that one is truly saved and not just pretending). These proofs 
include obedience to Christ’s commands (John 15:10; 1 John 3:24); following Jesus’ example (1 
John 2:6); living free from habitual sin (1 John 3:6); and the awareness of a divine presence 
within one’s life (1 John 4:13).

"To be in Christ – that is redemption; but for Christ to be in you… that  
is sanctification!   To be in Christ – that makes you fit for heaven; but  
for Christ to be in you… that makes you fit for earth!   To be in Christ –  
that changes yours destination; but for Christ to be in you…  that  
changes your destiny!   The one makes heaven your home…  the other  
makes this world His workshop."   - Major Ian Thomas

“Profess” is NOT synonymous with “Possess.”   In fact, many who “profess” and even “confess” 
Jesus as Lord, do NOT “possess” Him as Savior.   – JDP

Salvation: What Does it Mean to Be a Christian?
Theologically speaking, a Christian is someone who has received the Lord Jesus as 
Savior (John 1:12), trusts Him alone for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 4:12), has put no 
trust in his own efforts (Isaiah 64:6) to please God, and repented from his/her sins (Mark 
1:15).

Experientially speaking, the life of a Christian does not consist only of theological 
knowledge.  It is theology that defines who Jesus is and what He has done, but it is not 
the end of all things.  We are Christians who believe the above points, yes, but we have 
a living and open relationship with the Lord Jesus.  We experience Him through His 
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indwelling Spirit.  As Christians, we seek to do the will of the Lord, to follow in His 
footsteps, and to honor and glorify God in all he does. 

It is not necessary as a Christian to perform good works IN ORDER to please God 
because, first of all, our good deeds are but filthy rags to God (Isaiah 64:6) and, most 
important, we are made righteous in the eyes of God by the finished work of Jesus on 
the cross (Rom. 5).  This is one of the areas where the cults error.  They confuse good 
works with the forgiveness of sins.  They combine the two and teach that God will not 
accept us if we are not trying to be good.  Because they have a wrong view of who 
Jesus is, they have a wrong view of salvation.

A common objection to this doctrine of justification by faith is that if a Christian believes 
in God the way I say, then he does not need to do anything good, that he could then go 
out and sin all he wanted.  First of all, this objection is answered in Romans 6.  We are 
not saved for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification (1 Thess. 4:7).  We do not use 
the grace of God to sin.  Second, a Christian is called to be Holy (1 Pet. 1:16).  Third, a 
Christian is called to do good works (Eph. 2:10); it is just that these works are not 
combined with our faith to merit the forgiveness of our sins.  They are, instead, a natural 
result of our saved condition; we do good works because we are Christians, not to 
become Christians.

Additionally, being a Christian means that you are serving the true Jesus, not a false 
one.  In order for a person to follow Jesus, he must first accurately understand who He 
is.  If someone called their pet iguana Jesus, even though he had great faith in Jesus 
the iguana, his faith is useless. Faith is only as good as the object in which it is placed.

The Mormon Jesus is the brother of the devil begotten through sexual intercourse from 
a god and goddess who used to be people on another planet (Mormon Doctrine, by 
Bruce McConkie, p. 321).  The Jehovah's Witness Jesus is Michael the archangel who 
became a man, died on a torture stake, did not rise from the dead in the same body he 
died in, and then went back to being an angel (Aid to Bible Understanding, p. 1152; New 
Heavens and a New Earth, p. 30).  The New Age Jesus is a man in tune with the divine 
consciousness.  In opposition to this, the Jesus of Christianity is both God and Man.   

– Christian Apologetics & Research Ministry (www.CARM.org)

“Never again will I have to seek Him, never again will I have to reach out for Him, never 
again do I need to wonder if He realizes what I am going through, never again do I have 
to hope he will notice me… because He and I are now inextricably ‘in it together.’ 
Now that’s good news…”          - Blogger: “Graeme”

By man's first birth he is "IN ADAM" (1 Cor. 15:22) and he is part of the old creation that 
was spoiled by the fall. By man's second birth (John 3) he is "IN CHRIST" (1 Cor. 
15:22) and part of the new creation (2 Cor. 5:17).

http://www.CARM.org/
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Eph.%202.10
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Pet.%201.16
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess.%204.7
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isaiah%2064.6


WHO & WHAT am I in-Christ? 

I am a new creature (2 Cor. 5:17; cf. Gal. 5:6; 6:15; Eph. 2:10).

I am a saint (1 Cor. 1:2).

I am a part of His Church (Eph. 2:21-22).

I am a temple for God's Spirit (Eph. 2:22).

I am in the eternal plan of God (Eph. 1:4; 2 Tim. 1:9).

I am complete and filled full with the fullness of Christ (Col. 2:9; and compare Col. 1:19).

I am enriched (1 Cor. 1:5).

I am accepted because God's favor has been poured out upon me (Eph. 1:6).

I am light (Eph. 5:8).

I am secure in the love of God (Rom. 8:38-39).

I am established, rooted and built up (2 Cor. 1:21; Col. 2:7).

I am circumcised inwardly (Col. 2:11).

I am near to the heart of God (Eph. 2:13).

What do I HAVE & POSSESS in-Christ?  

I have every spiritual blessing (Eph. 1:3).

I have eternal life, an eternal relationship with God (1 John 5:11; 1 Cor. 15:22 and 
Romans 6:23 where "through" could be translated "in").

I have a glorious salvation (2 Tim. 2:10).

I have a rich inheritance (Eph. 1:4; cf. 1 Pet. 1:4; Rom. 8:17).

I have a glorious future (Eph. 1:4-5).

I have a heavenly position—seated with Him! (Eph. 2:6).

I have a high calling (Phil. 3:14).

I have the hope of eternal glory (1 Pet. 5:10 where "by" = "in").

I have God's perfect righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Cor. 1:30; 6:11).



I have sanctification or holiness (1 Cor. 1:2; 1:30; 6:11).

I have God's wisdom (1 Cor. 1:30; cf. Col. 2:3 and 1 Cor. 2:16).

I have redemption or freedom from bondage (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14; Rom. 3:24; 1 Cor. 
1:30).

I have security (Rom. 8:1).

I have complete forgiveness (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14; 1 Cor. 6:11--"washed").

How do I LIVE in-Christ?

I walk and live (Col. 2:6).

I stand fast and firm (Phil. 4:1).

I have constant victory (2 Cor. 2:14).

I am fruitful (1 Cor. 15:58; Eph. 2:10).

I can do all things (Phil. 4:13).

I can draw near to God (Eph. 2:13,18).

I have all that I need; every need is supplied (Phil. 4:19 "by"="in").

I can rejoice always (Phil. 4:4; 1 Pet. 1:8).

I have a purifying hope (1 John 3:3).

I am strong (2 Tim. 2:1; Eph. 6:10).

I am faithful (Eph. 1:1).

I have faith and love (1 Tim. 1:13).

I can be mature (Col. 1:28).



WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE "IN CHRIST?"

By: Norm RasmussenDirector, Precious Testimonies Evangelist Ministries

The phrase, “in Christ” or “in Him” is found many times in the New 
Testament. My favorite verse of all is Colossians 2:10, which reads, “And 
you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and 
power.” That idea of completeness should be comforting to us, because is 
speaks of lacking nothing, not in want, or needing no thing to be added to 
us. Even though we may have times of physical need, we know from this 
verse that our times of spiritual need are behind us when we are in Christ. 
Another section of scripture that is equally as comforting is found in the first 
chapter of Ephesians. Listen to these comforting words:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He 
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy  
and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as  
sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to  
the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted in  
the Beloved.  - Ephesians 1:3-6

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,  
according to the riches of His grace which He made to abound toward us in  
all wisdom and prudence, having made known to us the mystery of His will,  
according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, that in the 
dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all  
things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth - in Him. 
 - Ephesians 1:7-10

In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to  
the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will,  
that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.  - 
Ephesians 1: 11-12

In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of  
your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the  
Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. - 
Ephesians 1:13-14

Look at all that is true of you who believe in this one section of God’s Word! 
If you believe in Jesus, that He died for your sin, trusting in the promises of 
God, then all of this is true about you right now.



Ephesians 1:3-14 “in Christ” Promises

1. You are blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places 
in Christ

2. You are chosen before the foundation of the world
3. You are holy and without blame
4. You have been adopted
5. You are accepted
6. You are redeemed
7. You have forgiveness of sins
8. You know the mystery of His will
9. You have obtained an inheritance
10. You are His glory
11. You are sealed with the Holy Spirit
12. Your inheritance is guaranteed

What does it do to you to read a list like that? Do you, like me, look at that 
list and say to yourself, “I don’t deserve that…”? Well you’re right. You don’t 
deserve any of that. In fact, none of us does.

From the greatest to the least among us, none of us deserves to be treated 
that way. We deserve to be punished for our sin. I have sinned against the 
Lord in thought, word, and deed. Try as I might, every day ends with me 
having done the very things I tried not to do, and not doing the things I tried 
so hard to do right.

And even if I could become better at not sinning, I know that I would still 
mess up eventually. No matter how successful I was at mortifying the flesh, 
no matter how many things I didn’t do, or how many good things I 
accomplished, I would still be left with the problem of my sinful nature. It is 
still in there.

That is the beautiful thing about the good news. There is someone who can 
rescue me from this dilemma, and that someone is Jesus the Christ, the Son 
of God, who became flesh and dwelt among us, who lived a perfect life for 
me, who died the perfect death in my place, and whom God raised for me so 
that I could be saved from the penalty of sin, be forgiven, and be declared 
righteous!

And all of these things listed here are now true about me. They are a reality 
in God’s eyes, because He has promised in His Word that they are true. God 
does not lie, He does not go back on His Word, and He does not back away 
from His promises.

To be “in Christ” means that all of the things that the Bible says are true 
about a believer in Jesus are a present reality and can be enjoyed in the 
here and now. “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear,  
but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father’”, 



Romans 8:15 tells us.

You do not have to live in fear of the fires of hell “nipping at your heels”, as 
some might suggest, but you can rest in the promises of God that your 
inheritance is guaranteed, that it is an objective reality that you already 
possess, and that you are accepted by God because you believe in Jesus the 
Christ.

How should we then live? In the confidence that we are adopted by our 
Heavenly Father, as securely as those who were chosen from before the 
foundation of the world, and as holy and without blame as those who are 
complete in Him who is the head of all principality and power. We live this 
life out of our position in Christ, not as some say by trying all the harder to 
prove it.

And what of sin? When sin accuses we say, ‘Yes, I am a sinner. What of it? 
My Lord Jesus is a greater Savior. I have been saved by His mercy, through 
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.’ (See: Titus 
3:5) For it is written, “Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the 
world.”  - 1 John 4:4

And that is what it means to be “in Christ.”

What does being "in Christ' mean?

Occurring 39 times in the New Testament, the phrase "in Christ" means a 
believer partakes in all that Christ has done, all that He is before the Father, 
and all that He ever shall be. The moment a person is saved, God views that 
individual as being "in Christ" (Ephesians 2:13). He stands before God in 
all the acceptability of Christ Himself (1:6). This is positional truth; the 
believer's spiritual condition can never alter this.

http://www.gospelhall.org/bible/bible.php?passage=Ephesians%202:13).

