“Here Comes The Good News!”
Matthew 10:40-42

April 19, 2026

INTRO: vLastmime.... “You better listen to me!”
THIS TIME.... " YOU won't want to miss this...”

PRAYER

CONTEXT:
» Matthew’s Gospel on Jesus Christ’s Gospel
» Sectional themes: ch.1-4; 5-7; 8-9; now ch.10
» The missional discourse or Missionary Sermon

BIG IDEA:
ALL biblical Christians are miraculous
“koinonia-links” in The Messiah’s
missional *Gospel chain.”

Christ builds His supernaturally unified Church with/thru true biblical Christians!

PREVIEW: KOINONIA is...

1. Miraculously RECEIVED
2. Missionally REWARDED
3. Ministerially REMEMBERED



T/S:

Revisit Christ’s sermon before we study His close...

» Ch.9

» 10:1-15

> 10:16

» 10:17-23

> 10:24-25

> 10:26-31

» 10:32-33

> 10:34-39

Closing = His fields are ready for harvest...

Contextual prepping to set up the sermon
e Trained Apostles are now empowered.
e Go & BE Christ-like & Christ-centered!

e Seek to find worthy persons of peace
o Shake the dust off your feet at times!

Sending; sheep/wolves; shrewd/innocent

Wolves = religious, gov., family, all society
Hand over = hate/slander/torture/death

Only those who endure to the end = saved

Christ-likeness = only goal & prediction!

Feax God! FEAR NO OTHER!
Fear NOT, for you are highly favored!

Confess or Deny Christ = Heaven or Hell

Christ declares divine reciprocity!
sHocKING NOT peace, but SWORD!

“Family 1st” (over Christ) is a SIN/LIE!

No cross-carrying = NO CHRISTIANITY!
Found worldly lives are lost eternally.
Lost worldly lives are FOUND in Christ!



o Our 12 messages in Matthew 10:1-42...
= vv.1-2:  Miraculously Growing Disciples

Serve the

World

Per God’'s Word... §
where do YOU fit in?¢

LIFER

= yv.1-5a: Come And See To Go & BE

Divine details, definitions, & doctrine
maftter to Messiah & His message,
messengers, mission, & ministries.

= vv.5-10: The Power of One!

The power of The right/righteous
One/one is miraculous, Messianic...
and missionall

= vv.11-15: What Are You Looking For?

The LORD of the harvest was crystal
clear on how His harvesters are to
find & grow more holy harvesters.

Seek worthy people of peace!

= vv.16: Before You Go

Growing in God-glorifying
Christ-likeness is ALWAYS our goal!



vv.16-23: You Better BE... & Be READY!

Fake & faithless, cultural christianity is
cheap & easy... but real & faithful,
biblical Christianity is costly & hard.

vv.24-25:  Christ Defines Christ-likeness

Christ’s call is to Christ-likeness! The only
& always call of Christ is to BE like Chirist.
— No more, no less, no matter what!

Vv.26-31: BE Like Christ & Do No Fear!

Christians are commanded by Christ
to fear God... no one & nothing else.

vv.32-33: The Messiah’s Missional Mirror

Miraculous, biblical, missional, & radical
Christ-likeness, (inside & out), divides
humanity, heaven, & hell... eternally!

vv.34: The Sword In His Cross

Christ & His cross...His Word, will, & ways
are His defining & dividing sword.

vv.34-39: His Cross In The Sword

Christ came to His cross & out of His
empty tomb to cut, divide, & unify!

vw.40-42: “You Better Listen To Me!”




TEXT: Matthew 10:40-42

40“The one who receives you receives Mg, and the one
who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. 41The one
who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall
receive a prophet’s reward; and the one who receives a
righteous person in the name of a righteous person shall
receive a righteous person’s reward. 422And whoever gives
one of these little ones just a cup of cold water to drink in
the name of a disciple, truly | say to you, he shall by no
means lose his reward.”

KOINONIA
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0OThe one whoeceivesyou receives Me, and the
one whoreceives Me receivesHim who sent Me.
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> See The GospelOs KOINONIA CHAIN

= His closing missional exclamation mark!
= Don’t miss what Jesus is declaring...

> Powerful Personal Pronouns:
OI The llonell/ l:youll Ilusll/ IlMell/ llHimll


https://biblehub.com/matthew/10-40.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/10-41.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/10-42.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/10-40.htm

CHRISTIANITY

YOU WILL RECEIVE POWER

when MY HOLY SPIRIT comes upon you, SO THAT

YOU WILL BE MY WITNESSES

in Jerusalem, Judea & Samaria, & to the ends of he earth
(locally, regionally, & globally).”

-~ CREATOR CHRIST

Acts 1:8

!
I"#$#%&#' = GIFT -Given = GOSPEL GRACE
I

CHRISTIANITY

You were DEAD in YOUR SINS...
BUT God...You have been saved by GRACE
thru FAITH, NOT of works, so that NO ONE

will boast... BUT you have been saved FOR

GOOD WORKS...

Ephesians 2:1-10



CHRISTIANITY

And with many other words
he BORE WITNESS & continued to
EXHORT THEM, saying, “SAVE YOURSELVES
from this crooked generation.”

Acts 2:40

CHRISTIANITY

“THOSE Who RECEIVED his word...
There wERE ADDED that day about 3,000 souLs."
“They DEVOTED themselves to the apostle's teaching and the

FELLOWSHIP..."

“And AWE CAME over every soul... And day by day, attending
the temple TOGETHER...praising God...& THE LORD added
to their number, day by day, THOSE who were

BEING SAVED."
Acts 2:41-47

What does it mean to OreceiveO
you, Christ, & Father?



Receive is a verb/action with 5 key attributes:
1.! Personal
2.! Miraculously Missional
3. Consequential
4.! Biblical
5.1 Counter -Cultural
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You better listen to me be cause E

There is an eternal difference between
biblical and cul tural "#$#/6%' ()

> Personal verb (John 3:16)
o! See the individual IN the universal "#$"%&%"#()
= See universal in The Individual *'+,-.()
= God has NO grandchildren...
v Ephesians 2:1-10
v John 3:3; 16; 36
v 2 Corinthians 5:17-21



» Miraculous & Missional verb
v John 6:44; 14:6
v Luke 14:27
¥y Acts 1:8

» Consequential verb (John 3:36)
o! See the individual & the universal again...
o! See the grace & Gospel in believing...
o! See the wrath & testing in obeying...

» Biblical “receiving” is 123ABC discipleship

©

3
Divisiohs
o!123... Truth Love Works
ol ABC’s Accept Become Commit

o! D3 DISCIPLESHIP
= Great Commandments
v Love UP, IN, & OUT
v Love with ALL your BE-ing
v Love with ALL your DO-ing
= Great Commission
¥ Go make disciples
¥ Who make disciples
¥ Who make disciples



= Great Combat
v The World
v The Flesh
v The Devil
= Great Christian
v HEAD
v HEART
v HANDS
= Great Church
v BE ecclessia
or Selected sovereignly
oi Set-apart sovereignly
o Spirit-filled sovereignly
o Sent-out sovereignly
o Serving & Sending sovereignly
v BE koinonia/homothoomadon
oi Supernaturally loving
or Supernaturally unified
o Supernaturally impassioned
v BE His witnesses
or Locally
o Regionally
or Globally

» To biblically !"#$#%&#'s to biblically !(#)%#&#*'
» To biblically !(#)%#&#is to biblically !+(#,*

» To biblically !+(#,' is to biblically !)+&#"'

» To biblically !)+&# is to biblically !-%./#00*

» To biblically !-%./#00' is to biblically !12*'

» To biblically 12" is to biblically !3%0$%4)#*'

» To biblically '3%0%$%4)#'to biblically !56*' 7



o! Ephesians 4:12 8#9:%47.;#70<%/.07.+7567
GHT-+"=T+>7 #77%/%0."7@

o 1" John 3:187

ol James 1:22 Be doers of the word, and not
hearers only. Otherwise, you are deceiving
yourselves. [

-
o! Horizontal Koinonia = Church

o! Vertical Koinonia =  Christianity
o! Trinitarian Koinonia =  Glorification

» Cultur al “receiving”has 12 deceptive traps:

o! Superficial
= Mechanicals vs. Miracles
= Consumers vs. Christians
= Marketing vs. Messianic
= Religious vs. Relationships
= Fansvs. Followers
= Savior vs. LORD
= Do-ing vs. BE-ing
o! Enjoyable
= Fun
= Familiar
= Fan-based
o! Numerical/ Affectual /Effectual
= Bodies
= Budgets
= Buildings



o! Partial
= 51%
= 90%
= 99.9%
o! Casual
= Cross-less Christ
= Cross-less Christianity

= Cross-less Church
o! Denominational

= Disconnected from Almighty
¥ God’s Word, will, way
= Displaced authority
v Pastor/Pope/Priest/People
= Delusional/Deceptive allegiance
v Traditionalism, Ritualism, "#$%&(
o! Occasional
= Part-time Confession
= Part-time Commitment

= Part-time Commissioning
o! Emotional

= Me-centric
= Feelings-driven
_ = Totally subjective
o! OSensationalO
= Impressive vs. Inspired
= Wow-affect vs. Worshipful

= Attraction-focused vs. Always faithful
o/Non  -confrontational

= Confused goats & moralistic deists
= Poisonous people-pleasers
= Christ-less cowards (Revelation 21:8)



o! Purely intellectual
= ALL head, wrong heart & hands
= Data & debate “driven”

= “Smarts” vs. salvation/sanctification
o! Optional on obedience
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“the time has come... to reward Your servants” (Revelation
11:18), and the risen Christ announces, “Behold, I am coming
soon, and My reward is with Me to repay each one according to
what he has done” (Revelation 22:12).

These declarations secure the believerOs hope
and sober the unrepentant:
final judgment is neither arbitrary nor generalized
but an exact settlement of accounts.

CHRISTIANITY

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in

people’s faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those
who would enter to go in. :sWoe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you fravel across sea and land to make a single
proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make
him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves.

Matthew 23:13ff



https://biblehub.com/revelation/11-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/revelation/11-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/revelation/22-12.htm

CHRISTIANITY

You serpents, you brood of vipers,
how are you to escape being sentenced to hell?

uTherefore | send you prophets and wise men and scribes,
some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog
in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, ssso that
on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth,
from the blood of righteous Abel

Matthew 23:33ff

CHRISTIANITY

“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and
put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for My
name's sake. wAnd then many will fall away & betray one another

and hate one another. u1And many false prophets will arise and lead
many astray. zAnd because lawlessness will be increased, the love of
many will grow cold. zBut the one who endures to the end will be
saved. And this gospel of the kingdom wiill be proclaimed
thru-out the whole world as a testimony to all nations
and then the end will come.

Matthew 24:9-14




KOINONIA
1 HSSHU& (1" #S1%"% !

s1The one whoreceivesa prophet in the name of /
because he is a prophet shall receivea prophetOs
reward; and the one whoreceivesa righteous person
In the nameof / because a righteous person shall
receive a righteous personOseward.

» Prophet: one who speaks on behalf of God
»|Righteous Person: only 2 Corinthians 5:21 people

» “Shall Receive” = 4<00%+/<.#),7.<=#07,+)3B+>
» Because/In The Name Of = specific/exclusive $<:0#
» Reward: divinely promised eternal blessing

The righteous -reward motif parallels Genesis 15:1 where
"#$%&' () *+$&(S,-./'0($12).3%4.)/5%$.)6/ #78

the ultimate recompense is not a thing but a Person

Perseverance under Persecution:;

"#S%&' A (#(+,-./(0%L(+1#-2(&3(4%51(1#6-1.(&7 (8H#-OHT:
(Matthew 5:12)"#S96& H(%&" 1#() "% )*$%" %o+ )$1$-' (#%)."&Y2"/"01%

Grace received...
Works = fruit...
Reward = missional ministry


https://biblehub.com/matthew/10-41.htm
https://biblehub.com/genesis/15-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/5-12.htm

CHRISTIANITY

Grace +*Works = Reward

- CBE 4ing OQogether  OIs our
greatest blessing & reward!

CHRISTIANITY

Grace +*Works = Reward




CHRISTIANITY

You are a NEW CREATION...
BE His MINISTERS of RECONCILIATION...

You are new AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST...
You are the very RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD...

when you are IN (aka. RECEIVE)
CHRIST JESUS!

2 Cor. 5:17-21

# BO&N(J* +,-. YO(%&I* PFU&*&Yo(1.%&2+1%+!*34!
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CHRISTIANITY

“...that which we have seen and heard
WE PROCL.AIM also to you, SO THAT

you too may have FELLOWSHIP with US; and
INDEED our FELLOWSHIP is with the FATHER

and with His SONJ ESUS CHRIST .»

Ist John 1:1-3




CHRISTIANITY

Grace +*Works = Reward

“Saul, why are you persecuting Me? ...when you
persecute My people, you persecute Me!” - Jesus The Christ
/--0%1-02#"#0'30415"+%0607"+04 1 S))BY&BH08.-++"#B0"#0,-5+-:2%"#
I

Matithew 10131

“1 am sending
vyou out
as sheep
amongst
wolves:
tTherefore.,
be as shrewd
as serpents
and
as iNnnNnocent

as doves."
- Jesus The Christ

VSO NTAAT T EL_ WA T




KOINONIA
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God remembers the least of our fruit
done for the least in His family.

a2And whoever gives oneof these little onesjust a
cup of cold water to drink in the nameof a disciple,
truly | sayto you, he shall by no meandose his reward.©

This is a BIG promise for a SMALL p ersonE
In the same way that a mustard seed of faith can move
mountains, mustard seed sized fruit moves Messiah!

» And = conjunction... it just keeps getting better!

I 'TWhoever = universal invitation & application of grace
| 1Gives = the other side of the “receive” coin...

| I'These Little Ones = micron missionaries!

| Just... Cup of Water = Jewish idiom, tiniest deed...
| 'In The Name Of/Because = since they are Christ’s
| 1A Disciple = the “true YOU” of v.40 (sent prophets)

I I'Truly = Amen (literally)... may it be so!

I I Say To You = Almighty to His apostles/prophets
| IBy No Means = God’s promise & our guarantee!

| ILose = have taken away or to be removed from...
| IHis = personal ownership

| IReward = divinely given, kept, & blessed promise


https://biblehub.com/matthew/10-42.htm

CHRISTIANITY

VS NTAT T EL AT

CHRISTIANITY

Parable of the Bridesmaids...
Parable of the Talents...
FINAL JUDGMENT...
Matthew 25:31-40
Matthew 25:41-46

Matthew 25




CHRISTIANITY

Grace +Reward = Works

(=

Disciiples

REVIEW:

Biblical Christians are GodOs authoritative sent
ones who have
1). Received
2). Carry
3). Proclaim
4). Explain
5). Deliver
a. miraculous grace of The Lord
b. Messianic truth -in-love
c. missional GospelE
| IChristOs personal adoption papers
I 1&/or
| IHiseternal death sentences



ALL Christians are Christ’s (Almighty God’s) sovereignly
selected, Spirit-filled, set apart & sent out, blessed salt, light of
the world, city set on a hill, born again, new creations, adopted

children, blood bought, cross carrying, all-in, fruit-producing,
overwhelming over-comers, ministers of reconciliation,
discipling-disciples, missionally radical & miraculously
righteous, empowered & persevering, valiantly-victorious,
Christ-like AMBASSADORS!
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True Christians are biblically unified, vertically &
horizontally, miraculously -saved & missionally -sent;
small OaO apostles, capital OAO Ambassadors,

authoritative & righteous prophets, who get -to
declare & disciple  with Creator ChristOs eternally
good news , per Go d@ Word, will, & ways.

CBE 4ng OQogether  OIs our
greatest blessing & reward!
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TUDY NOTES:

I Matthew 10:40 :

Text Analysis
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Englishman's Concordance

2 Corinthians 5:20 V-PIA-1P
GRK:12'-3$4536+3"#$%#&'(#) Y053%4
NAS: Therefore, we are ambassadorsfor Christ,
KJV: Now then we are ambassadorsfor

INT: Christ therefore we are ambassadorsas it were!

Ephesians 6:20 V-PIA-1S

GRK:89:258%; 3"#$%#&* X+5=(>-?'
NAS:for which | am an ambassadorin chains;
KJV: For which | am an ambassadorin bonds:
INT: for which | am an ambassadorin a chain
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Scripture adopts this diplomatic image to
describe the gospel ministry, portraying
believers N especially the apostolic band N as
representatives who carry the authority,
message, and character of the risen Christ.
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Both occurrences lie in intensely
missionary contexts and are penned
by Paul from circumstances
of hardship.

Together they outline the identity,
message, and cost of gospel
ambassadorship.
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the apostle stands before a hostile
world not as a private citizen
but as one bearing the divine
diplomata of the gospel. |
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the gospel herald stands in
continuity with all O.T. prophets,
N.T. covenant messengers, & His or
her contemporaries who are
currently proclaiming the
finished work of Christ. |
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“As the Father has sent Me, I also send you”
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The churchOs ambassadorship is
therefore Christological at its core N
derivative of and dependent upon
the mission of the Son
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Ephesians situates the ambassador within

the armor -bearing soldier metaphor — wmmm
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ambassadors plead for peace before the day
of judgment closes negotiations forever. !
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OAmbassadorO encapsulates the
privilege and gravity of
representing the King of kings.

Rooted in prophetic tradition, modeled by
Christ, and exemplified in Paul,
ambassadorship defines the church’s outward
posture: authoritative yet humble, urgent yet
patient, suffering yet victorious.

Every disciple is summoned to stand as a
herald of reconciliation, carrying the
unaltered message of the crucified and
risen Lord to every corner of the world.
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Topical Lexicon
Overview!

StrongOs Greek 3398 (I"#$%&) gathers fortgix New Testament occurrences that
describe something quantitatively small or qualitatively least. The Spirit employs the
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word to highlight humility, vulnerability, brevity, beginnings, apparent insignificance, and
universal scope, weaving these nuances into core Christian teaching and practice.

Semantic Range and Old Testament Background

Greek!"#$%&renders Hebrew é¢géiand related terms in the Septuagint, carrying the ideas

of size (Osmall®), rank (OleastO), and time (Oshort whileO). The New Testament retains this
range. The contexts dictate whether !"#$%& speaks of physical stature (Luke 19:3),

social importance (Matthew 11:11), numerical or spiritual strength (Revelation 3:8), or a

brief interval (John 16:16D19; Hebrews 10:37).

Literal Smallness and Physical Stature

¥ Zacchaeus Owas small in statureQ.(jke 19:3), yet ChristOs grace singled him out,
showing that size does not hinder salvation.

¥ The mustard seed is Osmaller than all the other seeds®tthew 13:32; Mark 4:31), an
agricultural fact used to portray the surprising growth of the kingdom.

¥ At Calvary women watched Ofrom a distanceO and saw OMary the mother of James the
youngerO [{lark 15:40), reminding readers that figures considered minor still occupy
GodOs narrative.

The ‘Little Ones’ — Vulnerable Disciples and Children

Jesus attaches profound worth to Othese little ones who believe in MeONatthew

18:6; Mark 9:42; Luke 17:2). Far from a mere reference to children, the phrase embraces
humble believers of any age:

¥ Protection: Olt would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neckE than
that he should cause one of these little ones to stumbleO (Vark 9:42).

¥ Provision: OWhoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little onesE will
never lose his rewardO {latthew 10:42).

¥ Heavenly advocacy: OTheir angels always behold the face of My Father who is in
heavenO(latthew 18:10).

This emphasis drives Christian ministry toward safeguarding the weak, nurturing new
believers, and cultivating an atmosphere where no lamb is overlooked.

Small Beginnings, Great Outcomes — The Kingdom Theme

From the microscopic seed springs a tree Oso that the birds of the air come and nest in

its branchesO fatthew 13:32). The Gospel advances by divine power, not apparent
strength:

¥ The Olittle flockO need not fear, for Oyour Father is pleased to give you the kingdomO
(Luke 12:32).

¥ Philadelphia possessed Olittle powerO yet kept ChristOs word and received an open door
no one could shut (Revelation 3:8).
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Conservative pastoral application treats modest churches, new works, and quiet acts of
obedience as significant instruments in GodOs plan.

‘A Little While’ — Eschatological and Pastoral Timing

John 7D16 accumulates the expression '(" "#$%) (Oyet a little whileQ), preparing the
disciples for the cross, resurrection, ascension, and Spirit outpouring:

¥ OIn a little while you will see Me no more, and then after a little while you will see MeO
(John 16:16).

Hebrews echoes Habakkuk: OlIn just a little while, He who is coming will come and will
not delayc') flebrews 10:37). The church lives within this compressed eschatological
horizonNChristOs absence feels brief compared with eternal glory.

Minor Influences, Major Consequences — Leaven, the Tongue, and False Teaching

¥ OA little leaven leavens the whole batch of doughQ Corinthians 5:6; Galatians 5:9).
Small tolerated sins or doctrinal errors spread rapidly.

¥ OSo also the tongue is a small part of the body, yet it boasts great thingsQdmes 3:5).
Leaders guard speech, discipline, and theology lest the seemingly trivial corrupt the
body of Christ.

Small and Great Together in Final Judgment

Revelation balances encouragement to the least with universal accountability:

¥ OPraise our God, all you His servants, you who fear Him, small and great alikeO
(Revelation 19:5).

¥ The final judgment books were opened, Oand the dead were judgedE the great and the
smallO Revelation 20:12). No one is invisible to Christ, whether mighty or insignificant.

Pastoral and Ministry Significance

1. Valuing the humble: Leaders prioritize children, new converts, and overlooked saints.
2. Vigilance over OsmallO sins: Early church discipling (Corinthians 5) and doctrinal
clarity (Galatians 5) protect the body.

3. Encouraging small congregations: Revelation 3:8 commends faithfulness over size.
4. Perseverance in Olittle whileO seasons: Suffering is temporary; glory is suré¢iebrews
10:37).

5. Trust in divine multiplication: Mustard -seed faith and ministries grow by GodOs
design.

Doctrinal Insights

¥ Soteriology: Grace reaches individuals whom society deems negligible.
¥ Ecclesiology: Every member, regardless of prominence, belongs integrally to the body.
¥ Eschatology: Imminence balanced with patienceN ChristOs return may seem delayed
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yet remains Osoon.O
¥ Ethics: Small words, deeds, or allowances carry eternal weight, for blessing or for
discipline.

Summary

StrongOs Greek 3398 underscores that what appears small before men can be pivotal in
the sight of God. Whether describing children, seeds, short spans, modest assemblies,
or subtle influences, "#$%4& calls believers to humility, vigilance, compassion, and
steadfast hope until the Lord who watches over the small and great alike comes in

glory.
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True fellowship is based on
walking in the light of Christ.

WHEN WE WALK IN HIS LIGHT—HIS TRUTH AND HOLINESS—
WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER BELIEVERS.!
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Koinonia is Othe idea of sharing in spiritual
blessings, mutual support, and active
partnership in the faithO  wssee0*+.-.$966
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Having fellowship with one another requires that
we be authentic and transparent. GodOs household
has no room for lies, deceit, hypocrisy, or
unconfessed sin. First John 1.6 states, "#$!%&!"()*+!,-!
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MUTUAL ACCOUNTABILITY AND ENCOURAGEMENT ARE

ESSENTIAL FOR HAVING FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER.
|
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Fellowship is a vital expression of what it means
to live as the body of Christ.
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Introduction, The Incarnate Word

1What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched
with our hands, concerning the Word of LifeN 2and the life was
manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the
eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to
usN 3what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so
that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus
Christ. 4These things we write, so that our joy may be made
complete. &

God Is Light

5This is the message we have heard from Him and announce
to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.6lIf
we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7but if we walk in
the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all
sin.
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Barnes' Notes on the Bible

For the life was manifested - Was made manifest or visible unto us. He who was the life
was made known to people by the incarnation. He appeared among people so that they
could see him and hear him. Though originally with God, and dwelling with him,John
1:1-2, yet he came forth and appeared among people. Compare theRomans 1:3 note; 1
Timothy 3:16 note. He is the great source of all life, and he appeared on the earth, and
we had an opportunity of seeing and knowing what he was.!

And we have seen it- This repetition, or turning over the thought, is designed to express
the idea with emphasis, and is much in the manner of John. SeeJohn 1:1-3. He is
particularly desirous of impressing on them the thought that he had been a personal
witness of what the Saviour was, having had every opportunity of knowing it from long
and familiar contact with him.

And bear witness - We testify in regard to it. John was satisfied that his own character
was known to be such that credit would be given to what he said. He felt that he was
known to be a man of truth, and hence he never doubts that faith would be put in all his
statements. See John 19:35; John 21:24; Revelation 1:2;, 3 John 1:12.

And shew unto you that eternal life - That is, we declare unto you what that life was - what
was the nature and rank of him who was the life, and how he appeared when on earth. He
here attributes eternity to the Son of God - implying that he had always been with the
Father.

Which was with the Father - Always before the manifestation on the earth. See John 1:1.

"The word was with God." This passage demonstrates the pre-existence of the Son of

God, and proves that he was eternal. Before he was manifested on earth he had an
existence to which the word life could be applied, and that was eternal. He is the Author

of eternal life to us.

And was manifested unto us - In the flesh; as a man. He who was the life appeared unto
people. The idea of John evidently is,

(1) that the Being here referred to was forever with God;

(2) that it was proper before the incarnation that the word life should be given to him as
descriptive of his nature;

(3) that there was a manifestation of him who was thus called life, on earth; that he
appeared among people; that he had a real existence here, and not a merely assumed
appearance; and,

(4) that the true characteristics of this incarnate Being could be borne testimony to by
those who had seen him, and who had been long with him. This second verse should be
regarded as a parenthesis.
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Jamieson -Fausset -Brown Bible Commentary
2. the lifeNJesus, "the Word of life."

was manifested Nwho had previously been "with the Father."

showNTranslate as in 1Jo 1:3, "declare" (compare 1Jo 1:5). Declare is the general term;
write is the particular (1Jo 1:4).

that eternal life NGreek, "the life which is eternal." As the Epistle begins, so it ends with
"eternal life," which we shall ever enjoy with, and in, Him who is "the life eternal."

whichNGreek, "the which." the beforementioned (1Jo 1:1) life which was with the Father
"from the beginning” (compare Joh 1:1). This proves the distinctness of the First and
Second Persons in the one Godhead.

Matthew Poole's Commentary

He interrupts the stream of his discourse by this seasonable parenthesis, while he
therein gives an account how the Word of life, the life, that eternal life( already noted to
be here all one, and chiefly to mean the Sonof God), which being

with the Father must be to us invisible, came to be so sensibly known to mortal men on
earth; which he doth by telling us he

was manifested; and that was sufficiently done, both who he was, and what he
designed, in his partaking with us of flesh and blood, and being found in fashion as a
man, whereby he subjected himself to the notice of our senses; and was hereupon said
to have been manifested in the flesh,1Jo 3:5 1 Timothy 3:16; the glory of his Divinity
also shining forth most conspicuously in his God -like conversation, and wonderful
works, through this veil, and confirming the truth of his heavenly doctrine, which more
distinctly declared both that it was the Son of God who was come down into this
wretched world of ours, and what the kind design was of his descent hither. So that
what here the apostle says more briefly, that he was manifested, well admits the larger
account which he gives of it in his Gospel, John 1:14: And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten tfe Father),
full of grace and truth. Whereupon (as he adds) he bears witness, and shws forth what
he had seen so manifested, as it belonged to his apostolical office to do. 70
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Benson Commentary
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1 John 1:3-4. That which we have seerN Him, | say, of whom we have such infallible
knowledge, or that which we have seen and heard from him and of him; declare we to
you N For this end;that ye also may have fellowship with usN May enjoy the same
fellowship which we enjoy; or, in other words, that, being fully satisfied and firmly
persuaded of the truth of our testimony, and laying hold on him by a lively faith, you may
have fellowship with God and with Christ, such as we apostles, and other faithful
Christians have, and may partake with us of the benefits and privileges we enjoy
thereby. And truly our fellowshipN Whereby he is in us, and we in himjs with the
FatherN We are savingly acquainted with, have access to, and intercourse with, the
Father, and partake of all those blessings which God the Father has promised to those
that are in covenant with him; and with his Son Jesus ChristN And we partake also of all
those privileges Christ has purchased for his members, namely, pardon, reconciliation,
the divine favour, adoption into GodOs family, the Spirit of adoption sent into our hearts,
regeneration, sanctification, a lively, joyful hope of the heavenly inheritance, and an
earnest of that inheritance by his Spirit dwelling in us, whereby we sit in heavenly places
with Christ Jesus. And these things write we unto youN We not only declare them in
word, which might soon escape from your remembrance, but we put them down in
writing, that you may frequently peruse and consider them; that your joy may be fullN So
our Lord also, John 15:11; John 16:22; that is, to confirm you in the faith, and direct you
into that way, wherein you may have an abundant source of comfort. There is a joy of
faith, a joy of hope, and a joy of love. Here the joy of faith is chiefly intended: and the
expression, your joy,chiefly means your faith, and the joy arising from it. It likewise,
however, implies the joy of hope, and the joy of love.

Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary

1:1-4 That essential Good, that uncreated Excellence, which had been from the
beginning, from eternity, as equal with the Father, and which at length appeared in
human nature for the salvation of sinners, was the great subject concerning which the
apostle wrote to his brethren. The apostles had seen Him while they witnessed his
wisdom and holiness, his miracles, and love and mercy, during some years, till they saw
him crucified for sinners, and afterwards risen from the dead. They touched him, so as
to have full proof of his resurrection. This Divine Person, the Word of life, the Word of
God, appeared in human nature, that he might be the Author and Giver of eternal life to
mankind, through the redemption of his blood, and the influence of his new-creating
Spirit. The apostles declared what they had seen and heard, that believers might share
their comforts and everlasting advantages. They had free access to God the Father.
They had a happy experience of the truth in their souls, and showed its excellence in
their lives. This communion of believers with the Father and the Son, is begun and kept
up by the influences of the Holy Spirit. The benefits Christ bestows, are not like the
scanty possessions of the world, causing jealousies in others; but the joy and happiness
of communion with God is all -sufficient, so that any number may partake of it; and all
who are warranted to say, that truly their fellowship is with the Father, will desire to lead
others to partake of the same blessedness.!

Barnes' Notes on the Bible
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That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you- We announce it, or make it
known unto you - referring either to what he purposes to say in this Epistle, or more
probably embracing all that he had written respecting him, and supposing that his
Gospel was in their hands. He means to call their attention to all the testimony which he
had borne on the subject, in order to counteract the errors which began to prevail.!

That ye may have fellowship with us - With us the apostles; with us who actually saw him,
and conversed with him. That is, he wished that they might have the same belief, and the
same hope, and the same joy which he himself had, arising from the fact that the Son of
God had become incarnate, and had appeared among people. To "have fellowship,"
means to have anything in common with others; to partake of it; to share it with them,
(see the notes at Acts 2:42); and the idea here is, that the apostle wished that they might
share with him all the peace and happiness which resulted from the fact that the Son of
God had appeared in human form in behalf of men. The object of the apostle in what he
wrote was, that they might have the same views of the Saviour which he had, and partake
of the same hope and joy. This is the true notion of fellowship in religion.

And truly our fellowship is with the Father - With God the Father. That is, there was
something in common with him and God; something of which he and God partook

together, or which they shared. This cannot, of course, mean that his nature was the same
as that of God, or that in all things he shared with God, or that in anything he was equal
with God; but it means that he partook, in some respects, of the feelings, the views, the
aims, the joys which God has. There was a union in feeling, and affection, anddesire, and
plan, and this was to him a source of joy. He had an attachment to the same things, loved
the same truth, desired the same objects, and was engaged in the same work; and the
consciousness of this, and the joy which attended it, was what was meant by fellowship.

Compare the 1 Corinthians 10:16 note; 2 Corinthians 12:14 note. The fellowship which

Christians have with God relates to the following points:

(1) Attachment to the same truths, and the same objects; love for the same principles,
and the same beings.

(2) the same kind of happiness, though not in the same degree. The happiness of God is
found in holiness, truth, purity, justice, mercy, benevolence. The happiness of the
Christian is of the same kind that God has; the same kind that angels have; the samekind

that he will himself have in heaven - for the joy of heaven is only that which the Christian

has now, expanded to the utmost capacity of the soul, and freed from all that now

interferes with it, and prolonged to eternity.

(3) Employment, or cooperation with God. There is a sphere in which God works alone,
and in which we can have no cooperation, no fellowship with him. In the work of creation;
in upholding all things; in the government of the universe; in the transmission of light from
world to world; in the return of the seasons, the rising and setting of the sun, the storms,
the tides, the flight of the comet, we can have no joint agency, no cooperation with him.
There God works alone. But there is also a large sphere in vinich he admits us graciously
to a cooperation with him, and in which, unless we work, his agency will not be put forth.
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This is seen when the farmer sows his grain; when the surgeon binds up a wound; when
we take the medicine which God has appointed as a means of restoration to health. So
in the moral world. In our efforts to save our own souls and the souls of others, God
graciously works with us; and unless we work, the object is not accomplished. This
cooperation is referred to in such passages as these: "We are laborers together (+),$-. /
sunergoi) with God,"1 Corinthians 3:9. "The Lord working with them,"Mark 16:20. "We
then as workers together with him," 2 Corinthians 6:1. "That we might be fellow-helpers
to the truth,” 3 John 1:8. In all such cases, while the efficiency is of God - alike in exciting
us to effort, and in crowning the effort with success -itis still true that if our efforts were
not put forth, the work would not be done. In this department God would not work by
himself alone; he would not secure the result by miracle.

(4) we have fellowship with God by direct communion with him, in prayer, in meditation,
and in the ordinances of religion. Of this all true Christians are sensible, and this
constitutes no small part of their special joy. The nature of this, and the happiness
resulting from it, is much of the same nature as the communion of friend with friend - of
one mind with another kindred mind - that to which we owe no small part of our happiness
in this world.

(5) the Christian will have fellowship with his God and Saviour in the triumphs of the latter
day, when the scenes of the judgment shall occur, and when the Redeemer shall appeatr,
that he may be admired and adored by assembled worlds. Compare the notes at2
Thessalonians 1:10. See alsoMatthew 19:28; Revelation 3:21

And with his Son Jesus Christ - That is, in like manner there is much which we have in
common with the Saviour - in character, in feeling, in desire, in spirit, in plan. There is a
union with him in these things - and the consciousness of this gives peace and joy.

(There is a real union between Christ and his people, which lies at the foundation of this
fellowship. Without this union there can be no communion. But a "union with Christ in
these things, i. e., in character and feeling, etc." is nothing more than the wion which
subsists between any chief and his followers; and why the apostle Paul, or others after
him, should reckon this a great mystery, is not easily comprehended.Ephesians
5:32; Colossians 1:27. For a full view of the subject, see the author's notes, with the
supplementary note at Romans 8:10.)

Jamieson -Fausset -Brown Bible Commentary
3. That which we have seen and heardNresumed from 1Jo 1:1, wherein the sentence,
being interrupted by 1Jo 1:2, parenthesis, was left incomplete.!

declare we unto youNOldest manuscripts add also; unto you also who have not seen or
heard Him.

that ye also may have fellowship with usNthat ye also who have not seen, may have the
fellowship with us which we who have seen enjoy; what that fellowship consists in he
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proceeds to state, "Our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son." Faith realizes what
we have not seen as spiritually visible; not till by faith we too have seen, do we know all
the excellency of the true Solomon. He Himself is ours; He in us and wein Him. We are
"partakers of the divine nature." We know God only by having fellowship with Him; He may
thus be known, but not comprehended. The repetition of "with" before the "Son,"
distinguishes the persons, while the fellowship or communion with both Father and Son,
implies their unity. It is not added "and with the Holy Ghost"; for it is by the Holy Ghost or
Spirit of the Father and Son in us, that we are enabled to have fellowship with the Father
and Son (compare 1Jo 3:24). Believers enjoy the fellowship OF, but not WITH, the Holy
Ghost. "Through Christ God closes up the chasm that separated Him from the human
race, and imparts Himself to them in the communion of the divine life" [Neander].

Matthew Poole's Commentary

He now proceeds with what he intended, not only professing to testify most certainly
known things, (which he further with great earnestness inculcates), but declaring also
the end of this testimony; viz. not merely that they to whom he writes might know th em
too, (as if the being a Christian did only stand in having some peculiar notions from
other men, and that they were only to know for knowingO sake), but that they might

have fellowship, i.e. partake and communicate with them (viz. the apostles, and the
whole community of living Christians) in all the vital influences, holy practice, the
dignities, pleasures, and consolations belonging to the Christian state; whereupon he
adds,

and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ: q.d. Nor are
the advantages of that state, in their kind and nature, terrene, sensual, secular, but
Divine and heavenly, such as are imparted to us by

the Father, and his Son Jesus Christ; or, wherein we are truly said to participate, and
have a communion with them. That blessed Spirit, who is the immediate author to us of
all gracious communication, (whence this is also styled the communion of the Holy
Ghost,2 Corinthians 13:14), being in reality the Spirit of the Father and the Son.

Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible
That which we have seen and heard,.... This is repeated, both to confirm and illustrate
what had been before said, and to carry on the discourse to what follows:!

declare we unto you; in the ministry of the word; the person and offices of Christ being
the sum and substance of the Gospel ministration, that declares him to be the true God
and eternal life, God over all, blessed for ever; and truly man, made of a womanand made
under the law; and to be the only Mediator between God and man, to be prophet, priest;
and King, and to be the alone Saviour and Redeemer: this declares the greatness and
excellency of his salvation, what an able, proper, and suitable Saviour heis; and what
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precious promises and spiritual blessings are in him, even all grace and eternal glory. And
this declaration of him is made in the Gospel, for the following ends and purposes,

that ye also may have fellowship with us; in hearing, seeing, and handling of Christ in a
spiritual sense; and by enjoying the same privileges in God's house and family, the same
ordinances and spiritual provisions; joining and partaking with them in all t he immunities

and advantages of a Gospel church state here; and by being with them to all eternity
hereafter.

And truly our fellowship is with the Father; the Father of Christ, the covenant God and
Father of his people; and which they have with him, when under the influence and
witnessings of the spirit of adoption, and can in the strength of faith call him their Father,
draw nigh to him through Christ as such, and are indulged with his presence, and the
discoveries of his love:

and with his Son Jesus Christ; being in union to him, they become partakers of him, and
of his blessings; they receive out of his fulness, and grace for grace; they are admitted to

an intimacy and familiarity with him; they are had into his chambers of sec ret retirement;

they are brought into his banqueting house, where his banner over them is love, and where
he sups with them, and they with him; and into this fellowship are they called by the grace

of God, through the Gospel; as also they have fellowship wth the blessed Spirit, though

not here mentioned; see 2 Corinthians 13:14.
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The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for John 1823
(https://www. theberean.org)

(9) "So | say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. (10) For everyone who
asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will
be opened.
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John 14:1314.

(13) And | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may
bring glory to the Father. (14) You may ask me for anything in my
name, and | will do it.

John 15:7,

(7) If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be given you.

John 15:16

(16) You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go
and bear frulMl fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you
whatever you ask in my name.

1 John 3:22

(22) and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his
commands and do what pleases him.

1 John 5:14

(14) This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask
anything according to his will, he hears us.

New International Version |
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The Berean: Daily Verse and Commentary for John 1823
(https://www. theberean.org)



Is it true thatGodhas given us a blank check to ask anything of Him just
as one might ask a genie in a fairy tale? Some may misunderstand this to
be the case, buitlohn 5:14qualifies what He will grant: "Now this is

the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anythouprding to

His will , He hears us." Real prayer is communion with God, and what is
necessary for communion are common thoughts between His mind and
ours.!

What we need is for Him to fill our minds and hearts with His thoughts.
Then His desires will become our desires flowing back to Him in the
form of prayerJames 4:8onfirms this: "You ask and do not receive,
because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures." If we
ask amiss, we are certainly not asking according to His will, and we will
not receive!

But does not Jesus sayJahn 16:23"[W]hatever you ask the Father in
My name He will give you"? He most assuredly does, but we still do not
have a carte blanche. To ask God for anything in the nadesos

Christ, it must be in keeping with what He is. To ask in Christ's name is
to ask as though Christ Himself were asking. Therefore, we can only ask
for what Christ Himself would ask. It is therefore necessary to set aside
our own will and accept God's. Jesus saylohn 8:29"'And He who

sent Me is wih Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for | always do
those things that please Him." If we do as Jesus did, we are sure to
receive answers as He did. He add3$ahn 11:4142:"Father, | thank

you that You have heard Me. And | know that You always hear Me."

We must come away with the realization that prayer is not dictating to
God, but a humble and heartfelt expression of our attitude of
dependency and need. Because of this, the one who truly prays is
submissive t@sod's will content with Him supplying his need

according to the dictates of His sovereign pleasure. The result of this,
combined with the infusion of God's attitudes and thoughts as we draw
near to Him, will work to create us in His image.

N John W. Ritenbaugh
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The verse is a point of significant textual discussion because it is omitted from the
main text of many modern translations (such as the NIV, ESV, and NLT), which often
jump directly from verse 13 to verse 15. !

BibleRef.com +2!

Where to Find the Text
The status and location of this verse vary significantly depending on the Bible version
used:
¥ Included in Text: The!
King James Version!
(KJV), New King James Version (NKJV), and the DouayRheims include it as
verse 14.
¥ Omitted or Footnoted: Modern translations like the NIV, ESV, and NASB typically
exclude it from the main text or place it in brackets/footnotes.
¥ Parallel Passages: Even if omitted in Matthew, the exact same teaching is found
in Mark 12:40 and Luke 20:47. !

BibleRef.com +6!

The Biblical Text

In versions that include it, the verse generally reads:

"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for
a pretence make long prayer: thereforeye shall receive the greater damnation." (KJV)!

Bible Gateway +1
|

Why It Is Missing in Modern Bibles
Scholars and translators often omit the verse from the main text for several reasons:
¥ Manuscript Evidence: The earliest and most reliable Greek manuscripts (such as
Codex Sinaiticus and Codex Vaticanus) do not contain this verse in the book of
Matthew.
¥ Scribal Harmonization: Textual critics suggest that later scribes likely added the
verse to Matthew to harmonize it with the parallel accounts in Mark and Luke.
¥ Inconsistent Placement: In manuscripts where the verse does appear, it is
sometimes found before verse 13 rather than after it, suggesting it was a later
insertion. !
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Core Meaning
The verse serves as a "woeNa pronouncement of impending judgment. Jesus
condemns religious leaders for two specific acts:

1.! Exploitation: They "devoured" widows' houses, possibly through manipulative
legal advice, excessive fees, or coercing property donations from those with no
natural protector.

0! Pretense: They used "long prayers" as a cloak for their greed, making people
believe they were holy while they were actually committing extortion. !

Blue Letter Bible +2!
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*OThen the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went
to meet the bridegroom. " #Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. sFor when the
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, <but the wise took flasks of oil with
their lamps. ¢As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept.' But at
midnight there was a cry, OHere is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him@hen all
those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. ) And the foolish said to the wise, OGive us
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.O But the wise answered, saying, OSince
there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for
yourselves.®: And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who
were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. " Afterward
the other virgins came also, saying, OLord, lord, open to usZBut he answered, OTruly, |
say to you, | do not know you.® Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.
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QFor it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servantsand entrusted
to them his property. "2 To one he gave five talents; to another two, to another one, to
each according to his ability. Then he went away. " He who had received the five talents
went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. *( So also he who
had the two talents made two talents more. ") But he who had received the one talent
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went and dug in the ground and hid his masterOs money: Now after a long time the
master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. #+And he who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, OMaster, you
delivered to me five talents; here, | have made five talents more.® His master said to
him, OWell done, good and faithful servarit.You have been faithful over a little; | will set
you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.@#And he also who had the two talents
came forward, saying, OMaster, you delivered to me two talents; here, | have made two
talents more.Q:sHis master said to him, OWell done, good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.QeHe
also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, OMaster, | knew you to be a
hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no

seed, #s0 | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what
is yours.® But his master answered him, OYou wicked and slothful servant! You knew
that | reap where | have not sown andgather where | scattered no seed?# Then you
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming | should have
received what was my own with interest. # So take the talent from him and give it to him
who has the ten talents. # For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have
an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken

away. s+And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.O
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$*OWhen the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will
sit on his glorious throne. s#Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats. ssAnd he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. selhen the
King will say to those on his right, OCome, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. ssFor | was hungry and you
gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed
me, $' | was naked and you clothed me, | was sick and you visited me, | was in prison
and you came to me.Q(Then the righteous will answer him, saying, OLord, when did we
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?) And when did we see you a
stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?s-And when did we see you sick or
in prison and visit you?®-And the King will answer them, OTruly, | say to you, as you did it
to one of the least of these my brothers,«you did it to me.O

%OThen he will say to those on his left, ODepart from me, you cursed, into the eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. »#or | was hungry and you gave me no food, |
was thirsty and you gave me no drink, %4 was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.&sThen
they also will answer, saying, OLord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger
or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?®a hen he will answer them,
saying, OTruly, | say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do
it to me.OxrAnd these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life.O
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According to Christian theology, receiving
Jesus Christ!
IS synonymous with receiving eternal life because the Bible identifies Jesus as the very
source and embodiment of that life. !
#4David Jeremiah Blog +3!
Key Theological Principles
¥ Eternal Life as a Person: Scripture describes eternal life not just as a duration of
time, but as a personNJesus Christ himself. Therefore, to have the Son is to have
life (1 John 5:11B12).
¥ An Immediate Possession: Many believe eternal life begins only after death, but
biblical texts like John 3:16 and John 5:24 use the present tense, indicating that
believers "have" eternal life the moment they receive Christ.
¥ Intimate Relationship: Jesus defined eternal life in John 17:3 as knowing God
and Jesus Christ. This "knowing" refers to a deep, personal relationship rather
than simple intellectual agreement.
¥ A Free Gift: Eternal life is considered a gift of God's grace that cannot be earned
through good works or religious effort. It was "purchased" for humanity through
Christ's sacrificial death on the cross. !
'.GodLife +14]
How to "Receive" Christ
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¥ Miraculous Grace: ONo one comes to Me unless the Father draws them-Qlohn
6:44. OYou have been saved by grace through faith, not of works, so that oe
will boast.O- Ephesians 2:1-10

¥ Faith/Belief: Trusting in the finished work of Christ's death and resurrection for
the forgiveness of sins.

¥ Repentance: A "change of mind" or turning away from sin to follow God's will.

K

Confession: Declaring with one's mouth that "Jesus is Lord" (Romans 10:9).

¥ Active Following: Some emphasize that receiving Christ leads to an active life of
obedience and transformation by the Holy Spirit. !
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@ABBe sure to remember that today’s passage & sermon
are directly connected to last week’s 11)'2(%3)+4250

and 6',9))'7(+#-%8%-425 ...
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»More of Christ’s other notable 60(.)!3%$%4{

o! Matthew 5-7’s famous sermon’s closing...

o! Matthew 28:18-20’s closing of His Gospel...

o! Acts 1:8’s closing words before ascending...

o! Matthew 10’s missional discourse closing...

BIG IDEA: ALL frue Christians are small cad
apostles & capital “A” Ambassadors,
sent with The King's authority & rewards!
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Have you ever thought thru the privilege, responsibility,
weight & wonder of what it means to BE a Christian?
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»13-Step Process:

o! Grace

' Whoever = all/any undeserving sinners
Il Personal invitation & exhortation

I Eternal invitation & exhortation

11 Biblical invitation & exhortation

Il Missional invitation & exhortation

' Receives = a divine gift is being given...

o! Gospel
v :BCDEF@H!Ephesians 2:1-10
w GIIBDA IH!John 3:3... 16... 36!
v BIIBJK !IHlJohn 20:21!



o! Glory!

Il Creation was created for God’s glory!
Il Humanity exists for the glory of God!
Il Christians are to BE His sent glorifiers!
v 1 Corinthians 10:31
v Ephesians 4:1-6
v Matthew 28:18-20

¥ Titus 2:15
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