
“Christ’s	Family	Intensity”	
Matthew	12:22-32	

August	9,	2026	
	

INTRO:		How	important	is	it	to	get	the	point	of	God’s	teaching?	
	

PRAYER	
	
CONTEXT:	

Ø We’re	in	God’s	Word	&	Matthew’s	N.T.	Gospel…	
Ø We’re	walking	with	Jesus	The	Christ…	early	on.	
Ø We’re	focused	on	His	shocking	walk	&	warfare.	
Ø We’re	in	another	treasure	chest	of	truth	in	love!	
Ø We’re	going	to	get	a	lesson	on	God’s	Word...	

	
	
	

BIG	IDEA:		Faith defines families! 
Final-faith-families will be together forever… 

in either heaven or hell. 
 

PREVIEW:	
1. 	Family	INSANITY	
2. 	Family	INTENSITY	
3. 	Family	INTEGRITY	



		TEXT:	 	 	 			Matthew	12:22-32	
(cf.	Mark	3:19-35	&	Luke	12:10)	

	

MK	And	they	went	into	a	house.	Then	the	multitude	came	
together	again,	so	that	they	could	not	so	much	as	eat	bread.	
But	when	His	own	people/family	heard	about	this,	they	went	
out	to	lay	hold	of	Him,	for	they	said,	“He	is	out	of	His	mind.”	

	
	MT	Then	one	was	brought	to	Him	who	was	demon-possessed,	
blind	and	mute;	and	He	healed	him,	so	that	the	blind	and	mute	
man	both	spoke	&	saw.	And	all	the	multitudes	were	amazed…		

	
and	said,	“Could	this	be	the	Son	of	David?”		

	
Now	when	the	Pharisees	MK	and	the	scribes	who	came	down	
from	Jerusalem	MT	heard	it	they	said,	MK	“He	has	Beelzebub,”	
and	MT	“This	fellow	does	not	cast	out	demons	except	by	

Beelzebub,	the	ruler	of	the	demons.”	
	

	But	Jesus	knew	their	thoughts.	MK	So	He	called	them	to	
Himself	and	said	to	them	in	parables:	“How	can	Satan	cast	out	
Satan?	MT	Every	kingdom	divided	against	itself	is	brought	to	
desolation,	and	every	city	or	house	divided	against	itself	will	
not	stand.	If	Satan	casts	out	Satan,	he	MK	has	risen	up	against	
himself,	and	is	divided,	he	cannot	stand,	but	has	an	end.		MT	
How	then	will	his	kingdom	stand?	And	if	I	cast	out	demons	by	
Beelzebub,	by	whom	do	your	sons	cast	them	out?	Therefore,	



they	shall	be	your	judges.	But	if	I	cast	out	demons	by	the	Spirit	
of	God,	surely	the	kingdom	of	God	has	come	upon	you.	MK	No	
one	can	enter	a	strongman’s	house	and	plunder	his	goods,	

unless	he	Tirst	binds	the	strong	man.	And	then	he	will	plunder	
his	house.	MT	He	who	is	not	with	Me	is	against	Me,	and	he	who	

does	not	gather	with	Me	scatters	abroad.	
	

	“Therefore,	MK	assuredly/amen,	MT	I	say	to	you,	every	sin	MK	
will	be	forgiven	the	sons	of	men,	and	whatever	blasphemies	
they	may	utter;	but	he	who	blasphemes	against	the	Holy	
Spirit	never	has	forgiveness,	but	is	subject	to	eternal	

condemnation.	MT	Anyone	who	speaks	a	word	against	the	Son	
of	Man,	it	will	be	forgiven	him;	but	whoever	speaks	against	
the	Holy	Spirit,	it	will	not	be	forgiven	him,	either	in	this	age	
or	in	the	age	to	come”	—	MK	because	they	said,	“He	has	an	

unclean	spirit.”	
		

31Then	His	mother	and	His	brothers	*came,	and	while	
standing	outside	they	sent	word	to	Him,	calling	for	Him.	32And	

a	crowd	was	sitting	around	Him,	and	they	*said	to	Him,	
“Behold,	Your	mother	and	Your	brothers	are	outside	

looking	for	You.”	33Answering	them,	He	*said,	“Who	are	My	
mother	and	My	brothers?”	34And	looking	around	at	those	who	
were	sitting	around	Him,	He	*said,	“Here	are	My	mother	and	
My	brothers!	35For	whoever	does	the	will	of	God,	this	is	My	

brother,	and	sister,	and	mother.”	

https://biblehub.com/mark/3-31.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/3-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/3-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/3-34.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/3-35.htm


T/S:																				OK…	so	what’s	God’s	point?	
Ø What’s	the	milk	to	take	in	from	today’s	passage?		
Ø Are	you	taking	in	the	milk	or	just	a	milkshake?	
Ø Where	are	the	“mashed-potatoes”	in	today’s	text?	
Ø How	&	why	did	God	package	the	“meat”	in	there?	

o What	happens	to	spoiled	unchallenged	kids?	
o What	happens	to	“cut-free”	butterAlies?				

	
	

	
	

Ø See	2nd	Timothy	3:16-17		&		1st	Timothy	4:16	
Ø See	Genesis	1	&	3	with	John	1	&	3	
Ø See	The	Great	Commandments	&	Commission	
Ø See	John	8:32	&	36	
Ø See	The	Beatitudes	&	Full-Armor	of	God		
Ø See	THE	TRUE,	BIBLICAL	&	MISSIONAL	Christ!	



	
	

Ø Today’s	“passage”	has	at	least	7	signiVicant	points	
Ø How	is/could/should	the	passage	be	“framed”?	
Ø Each	point	is	a	part	of	a	larger	missional	whole…	
Ø Biblically,	each	“whole”	is	part	of	a	larger	design...	

o 1	Bible	with	2	Testaments…	
o Each	Testament	has	sections	of	books	
o Each	Book	has	sections	ranging	from:	

§ Chapter	groupings	
§ Individual	chapters	
§ Paragraphs	within	chapters	
§ Sentences	within	paragraphs	
§ Phrases	with	sentences	
§ Words	within	phrases	

Ø In	God’s	Word,	the	micros	&	macros	harmonize…	
Ø Like	notes	in	music,	how	they	harmonize	matters!	



	
	

Ø Consider	the	implications	of	this	truth	in	love…	
Ø What	does	wisdom	do	with	God	&	His	Word?	
Ø ALL	Scripture	is	equally	inspired	by	God…	
Ø BUT	not	all	Scripture	is	equally	weighted	by	God.	

o The	Gospels	over	the	genealogies…	
o God’s	commands	vs.	sinner’s	complaints…	
o Authoritative	absolutes	vs.	occasional	“grey”	

Ø Love	wants	to	get	&	understand	God’s	point(s)…	
Ø Faithfulness	longs	to	obey	&	fulVill	the	will	of	God	
Ø Lukewarmness	settles	for	&	is	satisVied	with	less.	
Ø Rebels	work	to	rationalize	away	responsibilities...	
Ø Satan	&	spiritual	warfare	seek	to	blur	these	lines.	

o God’s	eternal	Word	is	always	truth	in	love…	
o “Did	God	really	say…”	–	Satan’s	1st	recorded	words…	
o Biblical	confusion	leads	to	missional	corruption	



	
	

Ø Remember,	God’s	point	sizes	&	sequence	matter.	
Ø So	ask	yourself:	For	what?		So	what?		Now	what?	
Ø Consider	baking	ingredient’s	sizes	&	sequence…	
Ø Consider	driving	instruction’s	times	&	mileage…	
Ø Consider	a	surgeon’s	precision	&	preparations…	
Ø Consider	a	pilot’s	procedural	order	&	speeds…	
Ø Now	consider	a	hearer	&	interpreter	of	the	Bible.			
Ø There	is	a	reason	why	we	STUDY	God’s	Word…	
Ø There	is	a	reason	why	we	seek	to	BE	Bereans…	
Ø There	is	a	reason	why	discipleship	=	development		

o Discipleship	is	SO	MUCH	more…	
§ Discipleship	is	more	than	equipping…	
§ Equipping	is	more	than	teaching…	
§ Teaching	is	more	than	telling…	
§ Telling	is	more	than	speaking…	



	
	

Ø Don’t	assume	God’s	Vlow	will	be	smooth	&	linear.	
	

Isaiah	55:8-9	
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.	

	
Ø Learn	the	Bible’s	role	&	realities…	

o Come	to	God’s	Word	with	humility	&	hunger	
o Learn	how	to	speak	God’s	love	language…	

Ø Love	the	Bible’s	comprehensive	certainties…	
o Love	the	Bible’s	forever	Gospel…	
o Love	the	Bible’s	eternal	power…	

Ø Live	the	Bible’s	authority	&	aromatic-artistry…	

http://biblehub.com/isaiah/55-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/55-9.htm


	
	

Ø Believers	are	to	unpack	vs.	“impact”	God’s	Word.	
Ø Exegesis	unpacks	&	Eisegesis	impacts	Scripture.	
Ø Unpacking	helps	us	to	discover	God’s	will	&	ways	
Ø Impacting	pushes	wills	&	ways	into	God’s	Word…	
Ø Remember	2	Timothy	3:16-17	&	1	Timohty	4:16	
Ø Remember	John	3:3,	16,	&	36;	plus	14:15;	20:21		

	

1	Timothy	4:16	
Pay close attention to yourself and to your 

teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do 
this you will ensure salvation both for yourself 

and for those who hear you. 
	

John	20:21	
As The Father has sent Me, 

so now I send you.	



	
	

Ø Proper	context	is	essential	for	healthy	exegesis…	
Ø ONE	critical	component	of	context	is	structure…	
Ø Literary	structures,	like	literary	genres	matter!	
Ø We	are	to	read	different	genres	differently…	
Ø Poetry,	history,	prophecy…	are	read	differently…	
Ø So	too	when	we	read	couplets,	chiasms,	acrostics	

o Proverbs	are	Villed	with	theological	couplets.	
o Psalm	119	is	a	Hebrew	alphabet	acrostic.	
o Missing	structure	means	missing	meaning.	

	

You don’t have to see everything up close to be 
blessed by the experience… but concert-goers 

know a front-row & back-row seat offer 2 different 
experiences… How close do you want to get to    

& how clearly do you want to hear God? 



	
	
	

Ø A	chiastic	arch	point	is	the	point	of	the	passage…	
o Chiastic	arches	have	deVining	parallel	points.	
o Major	points	do	NOT	negate	Viner	points…	
o Minor	points	do	NOT	overtake	the	majors…	

Ø The	Bible	is	FILLED	with	amazing	chiastic	arches	
o Noah’s	Vlood	narrative…	
o Jonah	is	so	much	more	than	a	big	Vish	story.	

§ Jonah’s	example	is	exempliVied	today.	
§ See	ch.1-2	chiastic	parallelism	to	ch.3-4		

 

By placing Jonah's prayer of deliverance (Ch. 2) and 
Nineveh's deliverance (Ch. 3) side-by-side in the 
center of the book, the author forces a radical 
realization: Jonah and the pagan Ninevites are 

exactly the same. Both were doomed, both cried 
out from the depths of despair, and both were 
saved purely by the undeserved grace of God. 



	
	

Ø Detecting	&	afVirming	the	arch’s	frame	comes	1st.	
Ø Establishing	the	parallel	points	comes	next…	
Ø Note	that	each	point	is	itself	important.	
Ø Then	follow	the	points	to	THE	point…		
Ø It’s	like	seeing	&	hitting	a	bullseye.	
Ø Hitting	the	target	is	good…	
Ø But	the	bullseye	is	best!	

	
When God and His Word put His specific 

structure and point(s) in a strategic order, 
both reverence and respect call for His 
followers to follow His revealed will and 

ways for their lives – in the immediate short 
term and the eternal long term. 



	
	

Ø Beware!		Watch	out!		Fetishes	impact	vs.	unpack.	
Ø Changing	a	point’s	role	changes	its	relationship…	
Ø Too	much	“good”	medicine	can	lead	to	overdose.	
Ø If	and	when	“good”	Vights	“best”	it	becomes	“bad.”	

	

Whose opinion matters most in our doctor’s offices? 
Whose opinion matters most in the family of God? 

Whose opinion matters most in His courtroom? 
How important is our opinion shaping? 

	
	

Ø Remember,	minor	points	are	viable	&	valuable…	
	

Ø Even	when	a	minor	point	is	studied/emphasized,	
it	should	be	done	so	in	light	of	its	subservient	
role	in	its	relationship	to	the	greater	whole…	



Point	#1:		FAMILY	

	
	

MK	And	they	went	into	a	house.	Then	the	multitude	came	
together	again,	so	that	they	could	not	so	much	as	eat	bread.	
But	when	His	own	people/family	heard	about	this,	they	went	
out	to	lay	hold	of	Him,	for	they	said,	“He	is	out	of	His	mind.”	

	
	
	

Point	#2:		MIRACLES	

	



MT	Then	one	was	brought	to	Him	who	was	demon-possessed,	
blind	&	mute;	&	He	healed	him,	so	that	the	blind	&	mute	man	
both	spoke	&	saw.	And	all	the	multitudes	were	amazed…		

	
	

Point	#3:		QUESTIONS	

	
	

And	all	the	multitudes	were	amazed…		
	

and	said,	“Could	this	be	the	Son	of	David?”		
	

Now	when	the	Pharisees	MK	and	the	scribes	who	came	down	
from	Jerusalem	MT	heard	it	they	said,	MK	“He	has	Beelzebub,”	
and	MT	“This	fellow	does	not	cast	out	demons	except	by	

Beelzebub,	the	ruler	of	the	demons.”	
	



	But	Jesus	knew	their	thoughts.	MK	So	He	called	them	to	
Himself	and	said	to	them	in	parables:	“How	can	Satan	cast	out	
Satan?	MT	Every	kingdom	divided	against	itself	is	brought	to	
desolation,	and	every	city	or	house	divided	against	itself	will	
not	stand.	If	Satan	casts	out	Satan,	he	MK	has	risen	up	against	
himself,	and	is	divided,	he	cannot	stand,	but	has	an	end.		MT	
How	then	will	his	kingdom	stand?	And	if	I	cast	out	demons	by	
Beelzebub,	by	whom	do	your	sons	cast	them	out?	Therefore,	
they	shall	be	your	judges.	But	if	I	cast	out	demons	by	the	Spirit	
of	God,	surely	the	kingdom	of	God	has	come	upon	you.	MK	No	
one	can	enter	a	strongman’s	house	and	plunder	his	goods,	
unless	he	Tirst	binds	the	strong	man.	And	then	he	will	plunder	
his	house	
	
	

Point	#4:		LOVERS	or	SCATTERERS	

	
MT	He	who	is	not	with	Me	is	against	Me,	and	he	who	does	not	

gather	with	Me	scatters	abroad.	
	



Point	#5:		ANSWERS	

	
	

“Therefore,	MK	assuredly/amen,	MT	I	say	to	you,	every	sin	MK	
will	be	forgiven	the	sons	of	men,	and	whatever	blasphemies	
they	may	utter;	
	
	

Point	#6:		DENIALS	

	
	

but	he	who	blasphemes	against	the	Holy	Spirit	never	has	
forgiveness,	but	is	subject	to	eternal	condemnation.	MT	



Anyone	who	speaks	a	word	against	the	Son	of	Man,	it	will	be	
forgiven	him;	but	whoever	speaks	against	the	Holy	Spirit,	it	
will	not	be	forgiven	him,	either	in	this	age	or	in	the	age	to	
come”	—	MK	because	they	said,	“He	has	an	unclean	spirit.”	

	

	
	

Ø This	secondary	point	tends	to	steal	the	show…	

Ø Self-preservation	overshadows	God’s	gloriTication.	
Ø Fetishes	usually	lead	us	away	from	faithfulness.	

	
	

Point	#7:		FAMILY	
	

	



31Then	His	mother	and	His	brothers	*came,	and	while	
standing	outside	they	sent	word	to	Him,	calling	for	Him.	32And	

a	crowd	was	sitting	around	Him,	and	they	*said	to	Him,	
“Behold,	Your	mother	and	Your	brothers	are	outside	

looking	for	You.”	33Answering	them,	He	*said,	“Who	are	My	
mother	and	My	brothers?”	34And	looking	around	at	those	who	
were	sitting	around	Him,	He	*said,	“Here	are	My	mother	and	
My	brothers!	35For	whoever	does	the	will	of	God,	this	is	My	

brother,	and	sister,	and	mother.”	
	
	

Our faith defines our family! 
	

	
	

Ø Like	Jonah	&	the	Ninevites…	
Ø Like	Jesus’	relatives	&	His	followers…	
Ø EVERYONE	needs	to	be	saved	by	grace!	
No title, resume, or relationship outside of The 
Gospel of grace thru faith can bring anyone 

into the eternal family & kingdom of God! 

https://biblehub.com/mark/3-31.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/3-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/3-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/3-34.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/3-35.htm


	
	
	

I. Family	INSANITY	
Ø when	His	own	people/family	heard	about	this,	they	
went	out	to	lay	hold	of	Him,	for	they	said,	“He	is	out	of	
His	mind.”	

Ø 1	Corinthians	2:14	
Ø He	said,	“Here	are	My	mother	&	My	brothers!	35For	
whoever	does	the	will	of	God,	this	is	My	brother,	and	
sister,	and	mother.”	

	

II. Family	INTENSITY	
Ø He	healed	him,	so	that	the	blind	and	mute	man	both	
spoke	&	saw.	And	all	the	multitudes	were	amazed…		
“Could	this	be	the	Son	of	David?”		

Ø he	who	blasphemes	against	the	Holy	Spirit	never	has	
forgiveness,	but	is	subject	to	eternal	condemnation…	
whoever	speaks	against	the	Holy	Spirit,	it	will	not	be	
forgiven	him	

https://biblehub.com/mark/3-35.htm


III. Family	INTEGRITY	
Ø He	who	is	not	with	Me	is	against	Me,	and	he	who	
does	not	gather	with	Me	scatters	

Ø Satan	also	has	a	family	of	hating	scatterers!	John	8:44	
Ø John	3:36	&	14:15	

	

VIDEO:	 																																																																											
Christine’s	re-dedication	baptism	

	

CLOSE:	 	 	

Let us NEVER underestimate the 
importance of biblical family and 

getting God’s missional points! 
 

I	pray	that	today’s	“milk”	will	help	to	build												
your	hunger	&	readiness	for	God’s	meat.	

 

PRAYER	



STUDY	NOTES:	

Biblical	Chiastic	Arches	
 
A chiasm is a literary device where ideas or words are repeated in reverse order (an A-B-
B'-A' or mirror pattern) to highlight a central core point. Major examples in the Bible 
range from single-sentence sayings of Jesus to macro-structures spanning entire 
narrative blocks.  
 
Notable Biblical Chiasms 

• The Noah’s Ark Flood Narrative (Genesis 6:9–9:29): A massive structural 
chiasm where the story mirrors itself around the pivotal center point: "And God 
remembered Noah" (Genesis 8:1), marking the transition from the rising waters 
to the receding waters.  

• The Sabbath Saying (Mark 2:27): 
o A: The Sabbath 
o B: was made for man, 
o B': not man 
o A': for the Sabbath.  

• Exaltation and Humility (Matthew 23:12): 
o A: Whoever exalts himself 
o B: will be humbled, 
o B': and whoever humbles himself 
o A': will be exalted.  

• The Book of Exodus Macro-Structure: The layout of chapters examining the 
Tabernacle instructions, Sabbath commands, and the Golden Calf incident mirror 
each other to emphasize God's presence dwelling with His people.  
 

Why Biblical Writers Used Chiasms 
• Memorization: Acted as an oral memory aid before widespread text printing. 
• Focus: Draws the reader’s eye directly to the center "hinge" or turning point of the 

structure, which holds the primary theological meaning. 
• Aesthetic Balance: Gives literary symmetry and artistic harmony to Hebrew and 

Greek prose.  

	
	
The verse-by-verse breakdown of the Genesis Flood narrative reveals a meticulous, 
symmetrical design. Each point on the descent mirrors a point on the ascent, pivoting 
around a singular theological message. [1, 2] 

 

https://www.gty.org/sermons/90-258/judgment-on-the-horizon
https://www.crossway.org/articles/gods-word-is-living-and-active-even-genealogies/?srsltid=AfmBOooRhRxGV4ibVEh8gkix4qouMX-uw0wXNJ8DIlsURErSaJtrrBWZ


The Genesis Flood Chiasm (Genesis 6:10–9:19) 
The entire global event hinges upon a single sentence in Genesis 8:1: "But God 
remembered Noah." 

• A: Noah and his sons (6:10) 
o B: All flesh corrupted on earth (6:11–12) 

§ C: Covenant pronounced with Noah (6:13–22) 
§ D: Command to enter the ark (7:1–10) 

§ E: The flood waters rise / 7 days waiting (7:11–16) 
§ F: 40 days the waters increase (7:17–24) 

§ G: 150 days waters prevail (7:24) 
§ 🎯 CENTER: God remembers 

Noah (8:1) 
§ G': 150 days waters abate (8:3) 

§ F': 40 days of waiting (8:6) 
§ E': Flood waters recede / 7 days waiting (8:10–12) 

§ D': Command to leave the ark (8:15–19) 
§ C': Covenant established with Noah (9:1–17) 

o B': All flesh multipling on earth (9:18)  
• A': Noah and his sons (9:19) 

 

Chiastic Structures in Mark 
The Gospel of Mark uses "sandwich structures" (intercalations) and macro-chiasms to 
show how political and spiritual kingdoms collide. 
 
1. Macro-Structure of Christ's Ministry (Mark 1–16) 
The overall layout of Mark centers on Peter’s confession of Christ, shifting the narrative 
from a ministry of power to a journey toward the cross.  

• A: The Authority of Jesus Manifested (Miracles and teaching in Galilee, Ch. 1–7) 
o B: Opening Blind Eyes Physical / Spiritual (Healing the blind man of 

Bethsaida, 8:22–26) 
§ 🎯 CENTER: Peter confesses Jesus as the Messiah / Christ's 

identity revealed (8:27–30) 
o B': Opening Blind Eyes Physical / Spiritual (Healing blind Bartimaeus, 

10:46–52)  
• A': The Authority of Jesus Challenged 

(Suffering and crucifixion in Jerusalem, Ch. 11–16) 
 

2. The Cleansing of the Temple (Mark 11:12–21) 
Mark sandwiches the judgment of the temple inside the cursing of the fig tree to show 
that the temple system is dead. 

• A: Jesus curses the barren fig tree (11:12–14) 



o 🎯 CENTER: Jesus drives the moneychangers out of the corrupt temple 
(11:15–19)  

• A': The disciples see the fig tree withered from the roots (11:20–21) 

 

Chiastic Structures in 1 John 
First John is famously non-linear, cycling through themes like love, light, and truth. 
These cycles are bound together by clear chiasms.  
 
1. Forgiveness and Fellowship (1 John 1:6–10) 
John creates a mirror structure to emphasize the dual reality of walking in truth versus 
denying sin. 

• A: Claiming fellowship while walking in darkness makes us liars (1:6) 
o B: Walking in the light brings cleansing from all sin (1:7) 

§ 🎯 CENTER: Claiming we have no sin is self-deception (1:8) 
o B': Confessing sin brings faithful forgiveness and cleansing (1:9)  

• A': Claiming we have not sinned makes God out to be a liar (1:10) 
 
2. Cosmic Victory over the Wicked One (1 John 2:12–14) 
John writes to three distinct generations of believers, reversing the order in the second 
stanza to show absolute unity in Christ. 

• A: Little children — sins are forgiven (2:12) 
o B: Fathers — you know Him who is from the beginning (2:13a) 

§ C: Young men — you have overcome the wicked one (2:13b)  
• A': Children — you know the Father (2:14a) 

o B': Fathers — you know Him who is from the beginning (2:14b) 
§ C': Young men — you are strong, Word abides, overcome the wicked 

one (2:14c) 

 

Chiastic Structures in the Psalms 
The Psalms use poetic chiasms to shift the emotional weight of a prayer, always 
placing the ultimate source of hope or comfort at the exact center.  
 
1. Psalm 23 (The Divine Shepherd) 
David structures this famous psalm around a massive shift in perspective. In the first 
half, he talks about God ("He"); in the second half, he talks directly to God ("You"). The 
turning point is the reality of God's presence in life's darkest moments.  

• A: God is the Shepherd who provides (v. 1) 



o B: Peaceful green pastures and still waters (v. 2) 
§ C: Guidance in paths of righteousness for His name's sake (v. 3) 

§ 🎯 CENTER: "For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, 
they comfort me" (v. 4) 

§ C': Preparation of a table in the presence of enemies (v. 5a) 
o B': Overflowing cup and anointed head with oil (v. 5b)  

• A': God is the Host who pursues with goodness and mercy forever (v. 6)  
 

2. Psalm 51 (David’s Confession) 
Written after his sin with Bathsheba, David's prayer moves from a desperate plea for 
personal cleansing to a desire for national restoration. The pivot centers on a profound 
spiritual truth: God desires inward reality over outward rituals.  

• A: Appeal for mercy and blotting out of transgressions (v. 1–2) 
o B: Sin acknowledged before God alone (v. 3–6) 

§ C: Prayer for personal cleansing and a clean heart (v. 7–12) 
§ 🎯 CENTER: God delivers from guilt; the tongue sings of 

righteousness (v. 13–15) 
§ C': True sacrifice is a broken spirit, not animals (v. 16–17) 

o B': Prayer for Zion's collective prosperity and walls (v. 18) ] 
• A': Offering of right sacrifices on the altar (v. 19)  

 

Chiastic Structures in Isaiah 
Prophetic chiasms often frame a divine commission, contrasting the holiness of God 
with the spiritual state of humanity. 
 
Isaiah 6 (The Call of the Prophet) 
Isaiah's vision in the temple is perfectly balanced. It moves from the heavenly realm 
down to the earthly reality, focusing on the radical purification required to speak for 
God.  

• A: Vision of Yahweh exalted on His throne in the temple (v. 1) 
o B: The Seraphim cry out: "Holy, holy, holy" (v. 2–3) 

§ C: The foundations shake and the house fills with smoke (v. 4) 
§ D: Isaiah's despair: "Woe is me! I am undone!" (v. 5) 

§ 🎯 CENTER: A live coal from the altar purifies Isaiah's 
lips and removes sin (v. 6–7) 

§ D': Isaiah's willingness: "Here am I! Send me!" (v. 8) 
§ C': The spiritual hardening and blindness of the people (v. 9–10) 

o B': Isaiah asks: "Lord, how long?" (v. 11a)  
• A': Reality of the earthly realm: Desolation, exile, and the holy seed (v. 11b–13)  

 
 



 
 
Both Amos and Job rely heavily on complex chiastic structures. For Amos, the device 
highlights divine judgment and eventual restoration. For Job, it structures a sprawling 
philosophical debate on human suffering. [1] 

 

Chiastic Structures in Amos 
The prophet Amos uses a concentric ring structure to deliver his fierce message 
against Israel's social injustice and empty religious rituals. 
1. Macro-Structure of the Book (Amos 1–9) 
The entire book is framed as a series of concentric circles closing in on Israel, shifting 
from global judgment to intimate national restoration. 

• A: Judgments on neighboring Gentile nations (1:3–2:3) 
o B: Judgments on Judah and Israel (2:4–16) 

§ C: Three sermons of warning and condemnation (3:1–6:14) 
§ 🎯 CENTER: Five visions of absolute doom and collapse 

(7:1–9:4) 
§ C': The inescapable nature of divine judgment (9:5–6) 

o B': The destruction of the sinful kingdom (9:7–10) 
• A': Global restoration of the tent of David and the earth (9:11–15) 

2. The Centerpiece Lament (Amos 5:1–17) 
Within his sermons, Amos places a strict literary mirror to deliver his most famous 
exhortation: "Seek me and live." [1] 

• A: Lament over fallen Israel (5:1–3) 
o B: Exhortation to seek the Lord, not false altars (5:4–6) 

§ C: Accusation of legal corruption and injustice (5:7) 
§ D: Hymn praising Yahweh, Creator of the stars (5:8–9) 

§ 🎯 CENTER: The crimes of the wealthy crushing the 
poor (5:10–13) 

§ D': Exhortation to love good and establish justice (5:14–15) 
§ C': Reiteration of legal corruption and collapse (5:16) 

o B': Prediction of judgment on false places of worship (5:16) 
• A': National mourning and wailing in the streets (5:17) 

 

Chiastic Structures in Job 

https://www.facebook.com/drtonyevans/posts/lessons-from-the-book-of-amos/1251363406354020/


The Book of Job is a massive literary masterpiece. Its macro-structure is perfectly 
balanced, while its central dialogue utilizes a complex multi-layered cycle to track Job's 
descent and vindication. 
 
1. The Macro-Structure of the Whole Book (Job 1–42) 
The book sandwiches a lengthy poetic debate inside a simple, symmetric prose 
narrative. 

• A: Prologue on Earth: Job’s immense wealth, family, and piety (1:1–5) 
o B: Prologue in Heaven: Satan challenges God; Job loses everything (1:6–

2:13) 
§ C: Job’s Opening Curse: Job laments his birth and wishes for death 

(3:1–26) 
§ D: The Three Dialogues: Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar debate 

Job (4:1–27:23) 
§ 🎯 CENTER: The Poem on Divine Wisdom: Humans 

cannot find it (28:1–28) 
§ D': Job’s Final Defense: Job calls for a verdict from God 

(29:1–31:40) 
§ C': Elihu’s Monologues: A youth steps in to defend God's justice 

(32:1–37:24) 
o B': Yahweh’s Speech from the Whirlwind: God silences Job (38:1–42:6)  

• A': Epilogue on Earth: Job’s family, health, and double wealth restored (42:7–17) 
 

2. Job's Final Appeal (Job 29–31) 
Just before God speaks, Job delivers a localized chiasm tracking his loss of status, 
moving from his glorious past to his miserable present, and finally to his integrity. 

• A: Job remembers his past glory, honor, and community respect (Ch. 29) 
o 🎯 CENTER: Job laments his present misery, mockery, and intense pain 

(Ch. 30) 
• A': Job swears his legal oath of innocence, listing his pure morals (Ch. 31) 

 

JONAH’s	Chiasms…	
The Book of Jonah is an artistic masterpiece built around a perfect parallel structure. 
The entire book is split into two halves that mirror each other exactly: Chapters 1–2 
(Jonah’s first commission) and Chapters 3–4 (Jonah’s second commission).  
When you zoom out, the overall narrative forms a brilliant macro-chiasm that exposes 
the contrast between the repentance of the pagan world and the stubbornness of God's 
prophet. 

 



The Macro-Structure of Jonah (Chapters 1–4) 
The narrative acts as a mirror where Jonah’s flight away from God in the first half 
matches his angry confrontation with God in the second half.  

• A: Jonah's First Commission & Rebellion — God commands, Jonah flees to 
Tarshish (1:1–3) 

o B: The Pagan Sailors — Pagan mariners cry out to their gods, show mercy 
to Jonah, and eventually fear and sacrifice to Yahweh (1:4–16) 

§ C: Jonah’s Sanctuary / Punishment — Jonah is swallowed by the 
great fish (1:17) 

§ 🎯 CENTER: Jonah's Prayer of Thanksgiving — Jonah prays 
from the belly of the fish, acknowledging that "Salvation 
belongs to the Lord" (2:1–9) 

§ C': Jonah’s Deliverance — The fish vomits Jonah out onto dry land 
(2:10) 

o B': The Pagan Ninevites — God commands a second time; Nineveh listens, 
repents in sackcloth and ashes, and Yahweh shows them mercy (3:1–10)  

• A': Jonah's Second Rebellion & Anger — Jonah is furious at God's mercy; God 
confronts Jonah's bitter heart using a plant and a worm (4:1–11)  

 

🔍 The Micro-Chiasms Within the Story 
Beyond the grand arc, individual chapters are packed with tight, poetic chiasms. Two of 
the most striking examples are Jonah's descent onto the ship and his prayer from the 
deep. 
1. The Downward Spiral (Jonah 1:3–5) 
Hebrew narrative uses grammatical mirrors to emphasize Jonah's literal and spiritual 
"going down" away from the presence of God. 

• A: Jonah rises to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord (1:3a) 
o B: He goes down to Joppa and finds a ship (1:3b) 

§ C: He pays the fare and goes down into the ship (1:3c) 
§ 🎯 CENTER: The Lord hurls a great wind; the ship threatens 

to break up (1:4) 
§ C': The mariners are afraid and hurl the cargo into the sea (1:5a) 

o B': Jonah goes down into the inner part of the ship to lie down (1:5b)  
• A': Jonah falls fast asleep in the depths of the boat (1:5c)  

 
2. The Prayer in the Deep (Jonah 2:2–7) 
Jonah’s poetic prayer inside the fish uses a chiasm to mark the exact micro-second his 
soul shifted from drowning to being rescued.  

• A: I called out to the Lord out of my distress, and He answered me (2:2) 
o B: You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas (2:3) 



§ C: The waters closed over me to take my life; the deep surrounded 
me (2:5) 

§ 🎯 CENTER: I went down to the land whose bars closed 
upon me forever (2:6a) 

§ C': Yet You brought up my life from the pit, O Lord my God (2:6b) 
o B': When my life was fainting away, I remembered the Lord (2:7a)  

• A': My prayer came to You, into Your holy temple (2:7b)  

 

💡 The Theological Purpose 
By placing Jonah's prayer of deliverance (Ch. 2) and Nineveh's deliverance (Ch. 3) side-
by-side in the center of the book, the author forces a radical realization: Jonah and the 
pagan Ninevites are exactly the same. Both were doomed, both cried out from the 
depths of despair, and both were saved purely by the undeserved grace of God.  

	


