
“Blessed	Are	The	Merciful”	
Matthew	5:7	
January	19,	2025	

	
INTRO:	 	When	was	the	last	time	you	learned	a	lesson		

about	underestimating	something?	
Ø Militarily…	“Never	underestimate	your	enemy.”	
Ø Metaphorically…		“the	tip	of	the	iceberg…”	

	
Ø Generally…	a	sidewalk	food	vendor	in	Paris…	
Ø Powerfully/Personally…a	girl	on	the	fire	escape	

	
	

Ø Eternally…		biblical	mercy	&	the	merciful	path…	

PRAYER	



CONTEXT:	
Ø Gospel	of	Matthew	on	The	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	
Ø In	the	Sermon	On	The	Mount:		Beatitude	#5	
Ø All	the	Beatitudes	build	on	each	other…	CHIASM!	
Ø Transitioning	from	roots	to	fruits…	

	
	
	

BIG	IDEA:									Biblical mercy is the  
original, missional, & multi-dimensional 
gift (from God) that keeps on giving! 

	
	
	
T/S:				In	preparation…	it	was	as	though	I	was	staring	at	a		

			familiar	masterpiece	&	someone	turned	the	lights	up…	
	
	
PREVIEW:	

1. 	God’s	BLESSED	
2. 	God’s	BLESSING	
3. 	God’s	BUILDING	

	
	

	
TEXT:	

Matthew	5:7	
Blessed	are	the	merciful,	
for	they	shall	obtain	mercy.	



I. 		God’s	BLESSED	
	

Blessed	are	the	merciful,	
	
	

A. 	What	IS	biblical	mercy?	
a. Definition	

	

Mercy is the gift of God’s 
undeserved kindness & compassion.	

 
Mercy is an attitude that moves us to 

act on behalf of the unfortunate.	
	

i. Biblical mercy exemplifies the missional 
“both/and principle” when it comes to 
roots & fruits, plus vertical & horizontal 
contexts.	

ii. BEing	merciful	is	authenticating	fruit	of	
the	first	Great	Commandment	&	and	
proof	of	the	second	Great	
Commandment…		-	JDP	

iii. BEing mercy/merciful is a Spirit-
filled gift vs. a manmade task.	–	JDP	

iv. Biblical mercy is an inner commitment 
with an external application. – JDP	

v. Biblical mercy is required of God’s people 
(e.g., 2 Cor 6:12; 7:15; Phil 2:1; Col 3:12; 1 Jn. 3:17). 

	
vi. VIDEO:		What	Is	Mercy	(GotQuestions.org)	



b. Descriptions…	
	

Biblical mercy is a multi-dimensional, vertical 
AND horizontal grace… The guardrails of God’s 
vertical mercies can be seen in Romans 5:3-8, 
with horizontal boundaries well represented in 
(John	7:24,	Matthew	10:16,	James	2:13,	&	1	John	3:18) 
“Judgement will be merciless to the one who has shown no mercy.” 

 
(God’s Generous & Forgiving MERCY) 

3Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us. 

6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 
the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8but God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. 

 
Biblical mercy is the invitation and gifted 
empowerment to have your needs (NOT 

necessarily your wants) met. – JDP 
 

Biblical mercy is the truthful light & extended 
hand that illuminates & helps us onto the  

narrow path of better & best. – JDP 

http://biblehub.com/romans/5-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-8.htm


Biblical mercy restores (NOT ignores). – JDP 
 
 

Biblical mercy is the benevolent ambassador of  
Christ’s holiness & righteousness. – JDP 

 
 
 
 

Mercy deals with sin’s symptoms and grace cures 
sin’s core disease… - MacArthur 

 
God’s mercy says you won’t have to go to hell… 

because God’s grace has paid your way & adopted 
you into His heavenly family. – JDP 

 
 

Biblical mercy is the fruit of missional grace. – JDP 
 
 

BEing biblically merciful is BEing the golden rule. – JDP 
 
 

Biblical mercy is mission on display,  
NOT a manipulated reward for sinful, bad behavior.  

- JDP 
 
 
 
 

On a divine level… mercy is the foundation of 
forgiveness expressed in God’s pardon of human sin. 



On	a	human	level,	mercy	is	the	compassionate	treatment		
of	someone	suffering	or	in	need.	

	

BEing	biblically	merciful	implies	a	deep	sense	of	empathy	and	
a	desire	to	alleviate	the	suffering	or	need	of	another.	

	

Mercy is described as that which “triumphs	over	judgment”	
(Jas 2:13; compare Jas 3:17). 

	

God’s mercy is the quality that allows the Lord to 
patiently await repentance and put off               

judgment as long as possible. 
 
 

Biblical mercy is genuine compassion expressed in 
genuine help.  It is selfless concern expressed in 

selfless deeds.  – MacArthur 
 
 

Mercy is meeting people’s needs. 
 

 

Mercy	is	not	simply	feeling	compassion	but	showing	
compassion,	not	only	sympathizing	but	giving	a	helping	hand.	
Mercy	is	giving	food	to	the	hungry,	comfort	to	the	bereaved,	

love	to	the	rejected,	forgiveness	to	the	offender,	companionship	
to	the	lonely.	It	is	therefore	one	of	the	loveliest	and	noblest	of	

all	virtues.	



God’s mercy does not just forgive our transgressions, 
but reaches to all our weakness and need. 

 

Jesus	“saved	us,	not	on	the	basis	of	deeds	which	we	have	done	in	
righteousness,	 but	 according	 to	 His	 mercy,	 by	 the	 washing	 of	
regeneration	and	renewing	by	the	Holy	Spirit” (Titus 3:5).  
 

“The Lord’s lovingkindnesses [mercies, KJV] indeed never cease, for 
His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is God’s 
faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22).  

 

Forgiveness flows out of mercy,                     
and mercy flows out of love. 

 
Mercy	is	the	physician;	love	is	the	friend.																							

Mercy	acts	because	of	need;	love	acts	because	of	affection,	
whether	there	is	need	or	not.	

 
 
Mercy is reserved for times of trouble; love is constant. 
 

 
There can be no true mercy apart from love 
 

Mercy	deals	with	the	symptoms,	grace	with	the	cause.	
	
To	be	merciful	is	to	bear	the	load	for	someone	else.	



Mercy	offers	relief	from	punishment;																								
grace	offers	pardon	for	the	crime.																																	

Mercy	eliminates	the	pain;	grace	cures	the	disease.	
 

 
Mercy says, “I pity you”;  

grace says, “I pardon you.” 
 
 

In every true act of mercy,  
someone pays the price. God did,  

the Good Samaritan did, and so do we. 
 
 

God’s mercy is grounded not only in His love  
but in His justice. 

 

Pure	mercy	is	a	gift	of	God.	
 

The way of mercy is the way of humility, repentance, 
surrender, and holiness. 

 
 

 
The fifth beatitude does not teach that mercy to men 

brings mercy from men, but that mercy to men   
brings mercy from God. 



In	the	midst	of	our	corrupt,	ego-centered,	and	selHish	society	
that	tells	us	to	grab	everything	we	can	get,	the	voice	of	God	

tells	us	to	give	everything	we	can	give.	
 
 
The true character of mercy is in giving — 
giving compassion, giving help, giving time, 

giving forgiveness, giving money, giving 
ourselves. 

 
 

The children of the King are merciful. 
 
 

	
B. 	WHO	is	biblical	mercy?	

	
	

Jesus	Christ																																																																																															
is	the	fullest,	most	dynamic	expression	of	God’s	mercy!	

	Ephesians	2:4–5	

4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ —                       
by grace you have been saved 

	
His	“mercy	is	great”			2	Samuel	24:14	

	
	

https://www.bibleref.com/Ephesians/2/Ephesians-2-4.html
http://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-5.htm
https://www.bibleref.com/2-Samuel/24/2-Samuel-24-14.html


Hebrews	2:17		
speaks of Jesus as our “merciful and faithful high priest.” 

Christ is the supreme example of mercy and the supreme 
dispenser of mercy. It is from Jesus Christ that both 

redeeming and sustaining mercy come. 
	
	

Jesus	was	merciful	to	everyone.				
He	was	mercy	incarnate,		just	as	He	was	love	incarnate.	

 
 

The ultimate outcome of His mercy was the cross. 
	

	
	

T/S:   Mercy and its related terms all have to do 
with pain, misery, and distress—with the 

consequences of sin. 
	
	

C. 	What	is	NOT	biblical	mercy?	
a. NOT	cultural,	manmade,	moralistic	mercy…	

	
Cultural mercy is mostly self-serving (in 

some sort), displays of calculated 
manipulation… occasional & selective 

amnesia… measured crumbs-sharing, &/or 
veiled attempts at conscious cleansing. – JDP 

 
 

b. NOT	making	the	broad	road	comfortable!	



c. NOT	the	1	who	gives	a	drunk	another	drink!	
d. NOT	detached	or	powerless	sentiment	that	
is	unwilling	or	unable	to	help	those	for	
whom	there	is	sympathy.		

e. NOT false	mercy	or	empty	superficial	pity	
f. NOT	passive concern that does not help.	
g. NOT	excusing	evil,	nor	an	excuse	for	it!	
h. NOT	help	to	rebuild	a	new	home	on	old	sand	
i. NOT	(never)	ignore	sin	(but	restores)!	

i. Mercy	that	ignores	is	from	hell.	
ii. Mercy	that	restores	is	from	heaven.	

	
God does not give mercy for merit; 

	
Many people want God’s mercy  

but not on God’s terms. 
	
	

Biblical mercy is mission on display,  
NOT a manipulated reward for sinful, bad behavior.  

- JDP 

	
	

Biblical mercy is NOT designed to 
undermine, hide, nor hinder 
righteousness! 
 
Biblical mercy NEVER lies, deceives, 
or contradicts God’s Word, will, or 
ways. 



 
Whatever does or endorses such 
sinful means & manner is NOT… is 
NEVER…biblical mercy!  Rather, such 
cultural & satanic counterfeits are 
strategic assaults on human hearts! 

 
 

To expect to enter the sphere of God’s mercy 
without repenting from our sin is but wishful 

thinking. 
 
 
 

And	for	the	church	to	offer	hope	of	God’s	mercy	apart	from	
repentance	from	sin	is	to	offer	false	hope	through	a	false	

gospel.	
	
	

Those who do not come to God on His terms 
have no claim on His mercy. 

	
 

God offers nothing but merciless judgment to those who will 
not turn from their sin to the Savior. 

 
 
 
 

The selfish, self-satisfied, and self-righteous do 
not bother to help anyone—unless they                  

think something is in it for them. 



Abortion is the “ULTIMATE OPPOSITE” of Christ-like mercy! 
More than the a lack or absence of mercy, selective abortion is 
the Satan-pleasing, hellish-mirroring of mercy-less murdering of 

humanity’s most vulnerable souls - literally. 
Cultural & casual abortion affirms the morally unthinkable… the 
barbarically evil invasion of humanity’s most sacred of spaces - 
the mother’s womb.  The murderous slaughter of God’s purest 
forms of life (His developing image-bearers, His heart-beating 

babies growing inside their mother), maddens Him as Messiah, 
in part, for mocking Him & His mercy! 

– JDP 

 
 
	

II. 		God’s	BLESSING	
	

for	they	shall	obtain	mercy.	
	
	
God	is	NEVER	LESS	THAN	fair	with	ANYONE,	but	is	chooses	to	

be	MORE	THAN	FAIR	with	some…	giving	to	them	BOTH	
eternally	miraculous	grace	AND	missional	mercy.	

	

In God’s mercy, He shows leniency. 
 

 

Key Biblical Examples: 

• Christ’s posture toward sinners 



o ALL of human history! 
o Adam & Eve 
o Cain 
o Noah 
o Abraham 
o Moses 
o David… 

Psalm 51:1 “Be	gracious	(ḥānan)	to	me,	O	God,	according	
to	your	loyal	love;	according	to	your	abundant	mercies	

(raḥămîm)	blot	out	my	transgressions.”	

o Gomer… 
o Sodom & Gomorrah  
o Crowds… 
o Churches… (see Laodicean church) 
o Christians… 
o Peter & Paul… 
o You, me, and those we meet… 

 

• The Good Samaritan… 
• Parable	of	the	forgiven/unforgiving	debtors		

The good news of the gospel is not that God winked 
at justice, glossed over sin, and compromised 

righteousness. The good news is that in the shedding 
of Christ’s blood justice was satisfied, sin was forgiven, 

righteousness was fulfilled, and mercy was made 
available. There is never an excuse for sin… 



III. God’s	BUILDING	
	

God has always intended for mercy to 
characterize His people. 

 
The Old Testament law taught,  

“You shall not harden your heart, nor close your hand from 
your poor brother; but you shall freely open your hand to him, 

and shall generously lend him sufficient for his need in 
whatever he lacks”   (Deuteronomy 15:7–8). 

 
 
Like his Master, Stephen prayed for those who were taking his life, 
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” (Acts 7:60). 
 
	

God’s	mercy	prompts	some	to	repent	&	return	to	God																																													
2	Chr	30:9.	

	
	

Augus?ne said, 
“If I weep for the body from which the soul is 

departed, should I not weep for the soul from which 
God is departed?” 

 
 

In Luke’s Gospel, both the Samaritan man and the 
father in the parable of the Prodigal Son are 

described as feeling  and expressing compassion  
(Luke 10:33 and 15:20). 



               
 

                
 

                
 

                
 

                



The	sensitive	Christian	will	grieve	more	for	lost	souls	than	
for	lost	bodies.	Because	we	have	experienced	God’s	mercy,	
we	are	to	have	great	concern	for	those	who	have	not.	

 
Jesus’ last words from the cross were words of mercy. 
	
	

When God is involved  
there will be mercy for mercy. 

“If you forgive men for their transgressions,” Jesus said, 
“your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not 

forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your 
transgressions” (MaB. 6:14–15). 

	
	
If you cannot give them a cold drop of water in hell… 
you can shed for them a warm tear here… - Spurgeon	
	
	
Men	are	NOT	naturally	merciful…	we	are	NOT	born	merciful…	
and	mercy	that	is	motivated	by	man’s	selHish	mannerisms									

is	NOT	really	mercy…		in	reality,	it’s	manipulation.		
-	JDP	

	
	
When the good Samaritan bound up the wounds of 

the man who had been beaten and robbed, he 
showed mercy. When he took him to the inn and 
paid for his lodging until he was well, he showed 

grace. His mercy relieved the pain; his grace 
provided for healing. 



The	Bible	beckons	Christians	“to	love	mercy”	(Micah	
6:8)	and	“be	merciful,	just	as	your	Father	is	merciful”	(Luke	
6:36).	Believers	must	show	the	same	mercy	and	compassion	
toward	one	another	that	God	demonstrates	toward	them	
(Zechariah	7:9;	Matthew	5:7;	18:33–35;	Colossians	
3:12;	James	2:12–13;	1	Peter	3:9).	

 
	
Allowing	one’s	fields	to	be	gleaned	was	merciful…	NOTE:	
while	mercy	&	charity	can	go	together,	so	can	mercy	&	
hard	work.	REMEMBER	2	Timothy	3:16-17	&	Matthew	
10:16	(amongst	others)…	Mercy	does	not	abrogate	

stewardship	principles,	it	exemplifies	them.	
-	JDP	

	
	

	
*** See Romans 12 as MERCY chapter! 

https://www.bibleref.com/Micah/6/Micah-6-8.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Micah/6/Micah-6-8.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Luke/6/Luke-6-36.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Luke/6/Luke-6-36.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Zechariah/7/Zechariah-7-9.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Matthew/5/Matthew-5-7.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Matthew/18/Matthew-18-33.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Colossians/3/Colossians-3-12.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Colossians/3/Colossians-3-12.html
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Titus	3:4–7,				one of the best descriptions of God’s 
mercy as revealed in Jesus Christ:			“But	when	the	
kindness	and	love	of	God	our	Savior	appeared,	he	saved	us,	not	
because	of	righteous	things	we	had	done,	but	because	of	his	
mercy.	He	saved	us	through	the	washing	of	rebirth	and	renewal	
by	the	Holy	Spirit,	whom	he	poured	out	on	us	generously	through	
Jesus	Christ	our	Savior,	so	that,	having	been	justiKied	by	his	grace,	
we	might	become	heirs	having	the	hope	of	eternal	life.”		

	
T/S:	

“Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been 
prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry, and you gave 
Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; I 
was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not 
clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.” When they say, 
“ ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry,’ … He will answer them, saying, 
‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least 
of these, you did not do it to Me’ ” (MaB. 25:41–45). 
	
	
REVIEW:	
	

Paul characterizes godless men as unrighteous, wicked, 
greedy, evil, envious, murderous, deceiSul, malicious, 

gossiping, slanderous, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, 
boasSul, disobedient… without understanding, untrustworthy, 

and unloving. The climaxing evil of that long list, however, is 
being unmerciful… (Rom. 1:29–31) 

	
	

Biblical	mercy	Uinds	necessary	the	missional	needs		
of	others.	-	JDP	

https://www.bibleref.com/Titus/3/Titus-3-4.html


	
Biblical	mercy	Dinds	&	meets	the	missional	needs	of	

others.	–	JDP	
	
	

Biblical	mercy	is	the	missional	fruit	of	righteousness.	–	JDP	
	
	
	

The	biblically	merciful	are	God’s	missional	medics…	-	JDP	
	
	

For	those	who	hunger	&	thirst	after	righteousness,	the	
sharing	of	biblical	mercy	becomes	their	sweet	expression	
of	appreciation	to	their	holy	Host	&	Almighty	Chef	–		

Christ	Jesus!	-	JDP	
	
	

God’s	merciful	missionaries	are	His	family’s	Dirst-
responders	in	this	fallen	world	(cf.	1	John	3:18).	–	JDP	

	
	

Biblical	mercy	is	the	Dlower	that	is,	in	reality,	a	bouquet	of	
Christ-like	stems	&	pedals.	-	JDP	

	
	
CLOSE:	
	

“The	merciful	man	does	himself	good,		
but	the	cruel	man	does	himself	harm”	

(Prov.	11:17).	



VIDEO:		Mercy	&	Monet	
	

 
	

Looking	at	and	understanding	biblical	mercy	is	like	gazing	upon	and	trying	to	step	
inside	a	Claude	Monet,	impressionist	masterpiece…		

I	say	that	for	a	couple	of	reasons.		First,	Monet’s	work	epitomizes	&	symbolizes	the	
Mount	Everest	of	man’s	ability	to	mirror	God’s	created	beauty…	To	that	end,	Monet’s	
artist	treasures	came	through	his	unique	ability	to	capture	color	and	light,	creating	
collective	tapestries	of	both	simplicity	and	complexity	–	all	through	the	precise	
placement	and	nuanced	shading	of	everyday	colors.				

The	other	reason	why	I	pair	(and	compare)	God’s	mercy	with	Monet’s	paintings	is	
because/that	while	we	can	clearly	grasp	the	gist	of	his	canvas	from	a	distance,	the	closer	
you	get	to	Monet’s	work	(and	God’s	mercy),	the	more	you	come	to	respect	and	appreciate	
its	genius...			

This	is,	in	part,	why	I	say:	“Monet’s	timeless	capture	and	sharing	of	his	garden’s	
treasures,	his	garden’s	gloriNication	of	God…	inspires	Christian	contemplation	and	a	
paralleling		perspective	when	it	comes	to	biblical	mercy…	In	so	much	as	it	reveals,	for	all	
time,	that	the	truly	merciful	missionaries	are	The	Church	–	those	who	truly,	biblically,	
and	missionally	embody	a	majestic	reNlection	of	our	Lord	&	Messiah	–	Jesus	The	Christ.			

You	see,	in	both	cases,	those	being	touched	tend	to	grow	in	their	appreciation	of	
what	they	see	-	a	kaleidoscope	of	harmonizing	brilliance.		As	Monet’s	broken	colors	unite	
to	tell	a	single	story,	so	it	is	with	Christ’s	merciful	missionaries	who	witness	to	and	thru	
the	application	of	righteous	fruit	–	namely,	biblical	mercy.		With	Monet’s	masterpieces	&	
God’s	miraculous	mercy,	there	exists	a	powerful	potential	to	mesmerize	and	potentially	
transform	onlookers…		Amidst	all	the	similarities	previously	mentioned,	there	is	an	
eternal	difference	in	need	of	noting…	Monet’s	impact,	for	all	his	efforts,	will	at	best	
create	a	temporary	fan.		By	contrast,	God	and	His	mercy	creates	an	eternal	family	of	
faithful	followers.	
	

BE-ing merciful is  
BE-ing missional passion in action.  – JDP 

	

PRAYER	



 

STUDY NOTES: 
 
 

◄ Matthew 5:7 ► 
Text Analysis 

Go to Parallel Greek 
Strong's Greek English Morphology 

3107 [e] Μακάριοι 
makarioi 

Blessed [are] Adj-NMP 

3588 [e] οἱ 
hoi 

the Art-NMP 

1655 [e] ἐλεήµονες, 
eleēmones 

merciful, Adj-NMP 

3754 [e] Ὅτι 
hoti 

for Conj 

846 [e] αὐτοὶ 
autoi 

they PPro-NM3P 

1653 [e] ἐλεηθήσονται. 
eleēthēsontai 

will receive mercy. V-FIP-3P 

  

 
 

◄ 1655. eleémón ► 
Strong's Lexicon 
eleémón: Merciful 
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Original Word: ἐλεήµων 
Part of Speech: Adjective 
Transliteration: eleémón 
Pronunciation: el-eh-ay'-mone 
Phonetic Spelling: (el-eh-ay'-mone) 
Definition: Merciful 
Meaning: full of pity, merciful, compassionate. 

Word Origin: Derived from the Greek verb ἐλεέω (eleeō), meaning "to have mercy" or "to show 
compassion." 

Corresponding Greek / Hebrew Entries: - H2617 ( דסֶחֶ , chesed) - Often translated as 
"lovingkindness" or "mercy." 

- H7355 ( םחַרָ , racham) - Meaning "to have compassion" or "to show mercy." 

Usage: The term "eleémón" is used to describe someone 
who is compassionate and merciful, showing 
kindness and forgiveness to others. It reflects a 
character trait that is  

deeply valued in Christian teachings, emphasizing the 
importance of mercy as a reflection of                       

God's own nature. 
 

Cultural and Historical Background: In the Greco-Roman world, 
mercy was often seen as a weakness, contrasting 
with the Christian view that elevates mercy as a 
divine attribute.  

 



The early Christian community, 
influenced by Jewish teachings, 

understood mercy as a fundamental 
aspect of God's relationship                    

with humanity. 

 

This understanding was countercultural, 
as it called believers to act with compassion and 
forgiveness, even towards enemies. 

 

 

HELPS Word-studies 

eleḗmōn – merciful, acting consistently 
with the revelation of 
God's covenant. See 1656 (eleos). 

 

 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
from eleeó 
Definition 
merciful 
NASB Translation 
merciful (2). 
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Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 1655: ἐλεήµων 
 

ἐλεήµων, ἐλεηµον, merciful: Matthew 5:7; Hebrews 2:17. 
(From Homer, Odyssey 5, 191 on; the Sept..) 
 
 
 
 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
merciful. 

From eleeo; compassionate (actively) -- merciful. 

see GREEK eleeo 
 
 
Englishman's Concordance 
Matthew 5:7 Adj-NMP 
GRK: µακάριοι οἱ ἐλεήµονες ὅτι αὐτοὶ 
NAS: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
KJV: Blessed [are] the merciful: for they 
INT: Blessed the merciful for they 

Hebrews 2:17 Adj-NMS 
GRK: ὁµοιωθῆναι ἵνα ἐλεήµων γένηται καὶ 
NAS: that He might become a merciful and faithful 
KJV: he might be a merciful and 
INT: to be made like that a merciful he might be and 

Strong's Greek 1655 
2 Occurrences 

 
 
 
 

◄ 1653. eleeó ► 
Strong's Lexicon 
eleeó: To have mercy, to show compassion, to be merciful. 
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Original Word: ἐλεέω 
Part of Speech: Verb 
Transliteration: eleeó 
Pronunciation: el-eh-eh'-o 
Phonetic Spelling: (el-eh-eh'-o) 
Definition: To have mercy, to show compassion, to be merciful. 
Meaning: I pity, have mercy on. 

Word Origin: Derived from ἔλεος (eleos), meaning "mercy" or "compassion." 

Corresponding Greek / Hebrew Entries: - ָןנַח  (chanan) - Strong's Hebrew 2603: To be gracious, 
show favor. 

םחַרָ -  (racham) - Strong's Hebrew 7355: To have compassion, to love deeply. 

Usage: The verb "eleeó" is used in the 
New Testament to express the act 
of showing mercy or compassion 
towards someone.  

 

It often implies a deep sense of empathy 
and a desire to alleviate the 
suffering or need of another.  

 

This term is frequently used in the context of divine 
mercy, where God or Jesus extends               

compassion to humanity. 
Cultural and Historical Background: In the Greco-Roman world, mercy was not 
always considered a virtue, as strength and power were often more highly valued. 



However, in Jewish and Christian thought, mercy is a central 
attribute of God and a key ethical principle. 

The concept of mercy in the Bible is deeply rooted in the 
covenant relationship between God and His people,       

where God’s mercy is seen as an expression of                      
His steadfast love and faithfulness. 

 

HELPS Word-studies 
Cognate: 1653 eleéō – to show mercy as God defines 
it, i.e. as it accords with His truth 

(covenant) which expresses "God's covenant-loyalty-mercy" (i.e. acting only on His 
terms). See 1656 (eleos). 

 

 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
from eleos 
Definition 
to have pity or mercy on, to show mercy 
NASB Translation 
found mercy (1), had mercy (4), has mercy (2), have mercy (15), mercy (1), receive mercy (1), 
received mercy (3), show mercy (1), shown mercy (3), shows mercy (1). 
 
 
 

Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 1653: ἐλεάω 
 

ἐλεάω, adopted for the more common ἐληω (which see) by L T Tr WH in Romans 
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9:16 and Jude 1:23 (also by WH Tr marginal reading in 22); 

(Proverbs 21:26 Vat.; 4 Macc. 9:3 variant; Clement of Rome, 1 Cor. 
13:2 [ET]; Polycarp, ad Philip. 2, 2 [ET]). Cf. Winers Grammar, 85 (82); Buttmann, 57 
(50); (Mullach, p. 252; WHs Appendix, p. 166; Tdf. Proleg., p. 122). 

 

STRONGS NT 1653: ἐληωἐληω, ἐλεῶ; future ἐλεήσω; 1 aorist ἠλέησα; 
passive, 1 aorist ἠλεήθην; 1 future ἐλεηθήσοµαι; perfect participle ἠλεηµένος; 
(ἔλεος); from Homer down; the Sept. most frequently for ָןנַח  to be gracious, also for ִםחַר  to 
have mercy; several times for ָלמַח  to spare, and ִםחַנ  to console; to have mercy 
on: τινα (Winer's Grammar, § 32, 1 b. α.), to succor one afflicted or seeking aid, Matthew 
9:27; Matthew 15:22; Matthew 17:15; Matthew 18:33; Matthew 20:30; Mark 5:19 (here, by 
zeugma (Winer's Grammar, § 66, 2 e.), the ὅσα is brought over with an adverbial force 
(Winers Grammar, 463 (431f), how); f; Luke 16:24; Luke 17:13; Luke 18:38; Philippians 
2:27; Jude 1:22 Rec.; absolutely to succor the afflicted, to bring help to the wretched (A. 

V. to show mercy), Romans 12:8; passive to experience (A. 
V. obtain) mercy, Matthew 5:7. Specifically, of 
God granting even to the unworthy favor, benefits, 
opportunities, and particularly salvation by Christ: 

 Romans 9:15, 16 R G (see ἐλεάω), Romans 
9:18; Romans 11:32; passive, Romans 11:30; 1 
Corinthians 7:25; 2 Corinthians 4:1; 1 Timothy 
1:13, 16; 1 Peter 2:10.  

[SYNONYMS: ἐληω, οἰκτείρω: ἐληω, to feel sympathy with the misery of another, especially such 
sympathy as manifests itself in act, less frequent in word; whereas οἰκτείρω denotes the inward 
feeling of compassion which abides in the heart. A criminal begs ἔλεος of his judge; but hopeless 
suffering is often the object of οἰκτιρµός. Schmidt, chapter 143. On the other hand, Fritzsche 
(Commentary on Romans, vol. ii., p. 315) makes οἰκτείρω and its derivatives the stronger 
terms: ἐληω, the generic word for the feeling excited by another's misery; οἰκτείρω the same, 
especially when it calls (or is suited to call) out exclamations and tears.] 
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Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
have compassion, show mercy. 

From eleos; to compassionate (by word or 
deed, specially, by divine grace) -- have 
compassion (pity on), have (obtain, receive, shew) mercy (on). 

see GREEK eleos 

 

Englishman's Concordance 
Matthew 5:7 V-FIP-3P 
GRK: ὅτι αὐτοὶ ἐλεηθήσονται 
NAS: are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
KJV: for they shall obtain mercy. 
INT: for they will receive mercy 

Matthew 9:27 V-AMA-2S 
GRK: καὶ λέγοντες Ἐλέησον ἡµᾶς υἱὸς 
NAS: Him, crying out, Have mercy on us, Son 
KJV: [Thou] Son of David, have mercy on us. 
INT: and saying Have mercy on us Son 

Matthew 15:22 V-AMA-2S 
GRK: ἔκραζεν λέγουσα Ἐλέησόν µε κύριε 
NAS: out, saying, Have mercy on me, Lord, 
KJV: saying, Have mercy on me, 
INT: cried saying Have mercy on me master 

Matthew 17:15 V-AMA-2S 
GRK: λέγων Κύριε ἐλέησόν µου τὸν 
NAS: Lord, have mercy on my son, 
KJV: Lord, have mercy on my son: 
INT: saying master Have mercy on my 

Matthew 18:33 V-ANA 
GRK: καὶ σὲ ἐλεῆσαι τὸν σύνδουλόν 
NAS: you not also have had mercy 
KJV: also have had compassion on thy 
INT: also you to have pitied the fellow servant 
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Matthew 18:33 V-AIA-1S 
GRK: κἀγὼ σὲ ἠλέησα 
NAS: have had mercy on your fellow slave, 
KJV: as I had pity on thee? 
INT: also I you had pitied 

Matthew 20:30 V-AMA-2S 
GRK: λέγοντες Κύριε ἐλέησον ἡµᾶς υἱὸς 
NAS: out, Lord, have mercy on us, Son 
KJV: saying, Have mercy on us, 
INT: saying Lord Have mercy on us Son 

Matthew 20:31 V-AMA-2S 
GRK: λέγοντες Κύριε ἐλέησον ἡµᾶς υἱὸς 
NAS: Son of David, have mercy on us! 
KJV: saying, Have mercy on us, 
INT: saying Lord Have mercy on us Son 

Mark 5:19 V-AIA-3S 
GRK: πεποίηκεν καὶ ἠλέησέν σε 
NAS: has done for you, and [how] He had mercy on you. 
KJV: and hath had compassion on thee. 
INT: did and had mercy on you 

Mark 10:47 V-AMA-2S 
GRK: Δαυὶδ Ἰησοῦ ἐλέησόν µε 
NAS: Son of David, have mercy on me! 
KJV: [thou] Son of David, have mercy on me. 
INT: of David Jesus have mercy on me 

Mark 10:48 V-AMA-2S 
GRK: Υἱὲ Δαυίδ ἐλέησόν µε 
NAS: Son of David, have mercy on me! 
KJV: [Thou] Son of David, have mercy on me. 
INT: Son of David have mercy on me 

Luke 16:24 V-AMA-2S 
GRK: Πάτερ Ἀβραάµ ἐλέησόν µε καὶ 
NAS: Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
KJV: Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
INT: Father Abraham have compassion on me and 

Luke 17:13 V-AMA-2S 
GRK: Ἰησοῦ ἐπιστάτα ἐλέησον ἡµᾶς 
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NAS: Jesus, Master, have mercy on us! 
KJV: Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 
INT: Jesus Master have compassion on us 

Luke 18:38 V-AMA-2S 
GRK: υἱὲ Δαυίδ ἐλέησόν µε 
NAS: Son of David, have mercy on me! 
KJV: [thou] Son of David, have mercy on me. 
INT: Son of David have mercy on me 

Luke 18:39 V-AMA-2S 
GRK: Υἱὲ Δαυίδ ἐλέησόν µε 
NAS: Son of David, have mercy on me! 
KJV: [Thou] Son of David, have mercy on me. 
INT: Son of David have mercy on me 

Romans 9:15 V-FIA-1S 
GRK: γὰρ λέγει Ἐλεήσω ὃν ἂν 
NAS: to Moses, I WILL HAVE MERCY 
KJV: to Moses, I will have mercy on whom 
INT: indeed he says I will show mercy to whom anyhow 

Romans 9:15 V-PSA-1S 
GRK: ὃν ἂν ἐλεῶ καὶ οἰκτιρήσω 
NAS: I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM 
KJV: whom I will have mercy, and 
INT: whom anyhow I show mercy and I will feel compassion on 

Romans 9:16 V-PPA-GMS 
GRK: ἀλλὰ τοῦ ἐλεῶντος θεοῦ 
NAS: but on God who has mercy. 
KJV: but of God that sheweth mercy. 
INT: but on whom shows mercy God 

Romans 9:18 V-PIA-3S 
GRK: ὃν θέλει ἐλεεῖ ὃν δὲ 
NAS: So then He has mercy on whom 
KJV: Therefore hath he mercy on whom 
INT: to whom he wants he shows mercy whom however 

Romans 11:30 V-AIP-2P 
GRK: νῦν δὲ ἠλεήθητε τῇ τούτων 
NAS: but now have been shown mercy because of their disobedience, 
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KJV: now obtained mercy through 
INT: now however have been shown mercy the of these 

Romans 11:31 V-ASP-3P 
GRK: αὐτοὶ νῦν ἐλεηθῶσιν 
NAS: may now be shown mercy. 
KJV: they also may obtain mercy. 
INT: they now might have mercy shown [them] 

Romans 11:32 V-ASA-3S 
GRK: τοὺς πάντας ἐλεήσῃ 
NAS: so that He may show mercy to all. 
KJV: that he might have mercy upon all. 
INT: all he might show mercy to 

Romans 12:8 V-PPA-NMS 
GRK: σπουδῇ ὁ ἐλεῶν ἐν ἱλαρότητι 
NAS: with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 
KJV: diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with 
INT: earnestness he that shows mercy with cheerfulness 

1 Corinthians 7:25 V-RPM/P-NMS 
GRK: δίδωµι ὡς ἠλεηµένος ὑπὸ κυρίου 
NAS: an opinion as one who by the mercy of the Lord 
KJV: as one that hath obtained mercy of 
INT: I give as having received mercy from [the] Lord 

2 Corinthians 4:1 V-AIP-1P 
GRK: ταύτην καθὼς ἠλεήθηµεν οὐκ ἐγκακοῦµεν 
NAS: ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart, 
KJV: as we have received mercy, we faint 
INT: this as we received mercy not we faint 

Strong's Greek 1653 
32 Occurrences 

 

Lexham	Theological	Wordbook	

Mercy and Compassion 
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Mercy and compassion denote care, concern, and empathe2c 
feeling for another person. 

 

In the Bible, mercy and compassion are most perfectly 
demonstrated and characterized by God’s own merciful and 

loving care for his people, and in par2cular by the gi@ of 
mercy through Jesus Christ. 

Concept Summary 

In the OT, several Hebrew roots are central to the semanBc domain of 
mercy and compassion: םחר  (rḥm, “compassion”); ןנח  (ḥnn, “grace”); למח  
(ḥāmal, “pity”); דסח  (ḥsd, “loves”); םחנ  (nḥm, “have compassion”). The 
verb ָםחַר  (rāḥam, “to be merciful”) and the words ַםימִחֲר  (raḥămîm, 
“compassion”) and ַםוּחר  (raḥûm, “compassionate”) tend to refer to 
displays of compassion (e.g., Isa 14:1; Exod 33:19). The verb ָןנַח  (ḥānan, 
“to show grace”) and its related terms refer to divine or human gracious 
acts that help people in need (e.g., Num 6:25; Deut 7:2). The Hebrew 
verb ָלמַח  (ḥāmal, “to have pity”) oUen means taking pity on someone 
and sparing them from something. The verb ָםחַנ  (nāḥam, “to comfort, 
show compassion”) can also indicate the experience of feeling pity or 
compassion (Judg 21:6). Finally, the Hebrew term ֶדסֶח  (ḥesed, “mercy”) 
frequently describes Yahweh’s covenant faithfulness and his merciful 
love for his people. 

 
Regarding mercy and compassion in the NT, the verbs ἐλεέω (eleeō, 

“to have mercy”) and ἐλεάω (eleaō, “to have mercy”), along with the 
substanBval form ἔλεος (eleos, “mercy”), explicitly refer to mercy. Other 
Greek terms related to the concepts of mercy and compassion include 
the verb σπλαγχνίζομαι (splagchnizomai, “to have compassion”) and the 



related noun σπλάγχνον (splagchnon, “compassion”); and οἰκτίρω 
(oik7rō, “to have compassion”) and the related noun οἰκτιρμός 
(oik7rmos, “compassion”) and adjecBve οἰκτίρμων (oik7rmōn, 
“compassionate”). 

Theological Overview 

Compassion and mercy are abiding a1ributes of 
God (e.g., Pss 86:17; 145:8–9). Because God 
requires his people to emulate his holiness (Lev 
20:26), he commands mercy in his law (e.g., Deut 
15:7–11), and divine wisdom teaches mercy and compassion (e.g., Prov 14:21; 28:27).  

 

According to Scripture, God’s mercy and compassion cannot be earned by human beings.  

Instead,  

God bestows mercy upon whomever he 
chooses and according to his 

prerogative (e.g., Exod 33:19; Rom 9:15). 
 

In the Bible, God’s people experience his mercy a@er they have 
engaged in periods of sinful ac2vity, disobedience, or 
complacency (e.g., Hos 2:14–20; Joel 2:12–13; Jonah 4:2; MaN 
15:22; 18:33).  

In	many	of	these	cases,																																						
God’s	mercy	prompts	individuals	to	



repent	and	return	to	God																																												
(e.g.,	2	Chr	30:9).	

 
Many of the references to mercy and compassion in the OT are pleas to God to show mercy 

out of his loving kindness and covenantal faithfulness. For example, the psalmist pleads with 

God: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast 
love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions” (Psa 51:1 ESV; compare Pss 25:6; 69:16; 123:3; Isa 63:7; Jer 42:9; 
Dan 9:17).  

 

In Deuteronomy 4:31, Moses promises the people of Israel 
that God will keep his covenant with them because he is a 
merciful God (compare Rom 9–11). 

 

In the NT, the Gospels present 
compassion and mercy as 

fundamental characteristics of the 
mission and message of Jesus  

(e.g., MaN 5:7; 9:27; Luke 10:37; 18:38–39). 
 
 

The NT also teaches that mercy 
is foundational to salvation in 
Christ (e.g., Rom 9:15–18; Eph 2:4–5; Titus 3:5). 

 
 



As a result, believers may confidently approach God 
“to receive mercy and find grace” in Rmes of need 
(Heb 4:16).  

 
The NT authors repeatedly affirm mercy as a common virtue that ChrisRans should pracRce 

among the community of faith (e.g., MaS 5:7; Luke 6:36; Rom 12:8; 2 Cor 6:12; 7:15; Phil 2:1; 
Col 3:12; Jude 22, 23; Heb 10:34). 

Lexical Information 

Old Testament 

םחַרָ  (rāḥam). vb. to be merciful, to have compassion. Describes the act of bestowing mercy or 
compassion, and can be used to plead for mercy or compassion. 

 

The verb rāḥam commonly describes the mercy and 
compassion of Yahweh (Isa 54:8; Jer 30:18) in accordance 
with his covenant promises (Deut 13:17; 2 Kgs 13:23).  

 

God’s mercy is the quality that allows him 
to patiently await repentance and put    

off judgment as long as possible. 
 
 
However, without repentance, judgment is inevitable.  
 

Passages describing God’s wrath 
often frame it in terms of God no 

longer having mercy or compassion 
for his people because of their 

continued sinfulness  

(e.g., Isa 27:11; Jer 13:14; 21:7; Hos 1:6; 2:4). 



 
 
 

Proverbs 28:13 expresses this connec=on between repentance and God’s mercy 

when it declares: “He who conceals his transgression will 
not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes will 
obtain mercy.”  
 
 
Likewise, according to Isa 55:7, the wicked person must “forsake his way” and the unrighteous 
person must forsake “his thoughts” in order to receive the merciful response of the Lord. The 
verb is o\en used by people who are inquiring of God and making pleas to him for mercy (Hab 
3:2; Dan 2:18). 

םימִחֲרַ  (raḥămîm). n. masc. pl. mercy, compassion. Indicates the 
character and quality of people and ac4ons which are compassionate or 
merciful. 

 
The word raḥămîm is used to express the covenant faithfulness of God’s character through 

his bestowal of mercy (raḥămîm) and compassion on his people according to “the abundance 
of his loyal love ( דסֶחֶ , ḥesed)” (Isa 63:7; compare Psa 69:16). AddiRonally, the word occurs in 
instances in which people are voicing pleas, hopes, or wishes for mercy from God for themselves 
and others (e.g., Gen 43:14; Deut 13:17; Neh 1:11; Pss 51:1; 145:9). Less frequently, it appears 
in reference to those who do not have mercy, such as the wicked, whose so-called “compassion” 
is referred to as “cruel” (Prov 12:10), and the Chaldeans, who showed no mercy to the people of 
God (Isa 47:6). 

םוּחרַ  (raḥûm). adj. masc. sg. merciful, gracious, 
compassionate. Describes the quality or character of a 
merciful or compassionate person or being. 

 
The word raḥûm is used in Exod 34:6 as Yahweh passes before Moses and says: “Yahweh, 

Yahweh, God, who is compassionate (raḥûm) and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding with 
loyal love and faithfulness” (compare Psa 145:8; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2).  

 



Deuteronomy 4:31 refers to Yahweh as a 
“compassionate (raḥûm) God” who will not 

“abandon” or “destroy” his covenant people. 
 

ןנַחָ  (ḥānan). vb. to show favor, to be gracious, to have 
mercy. Describes the ac6vity of showing favor, grace or 
mercy. 

 

This verb opens David’s prayer of 
repentance in Psa 51: “Be	gracious	(ḥānan)	
to	me,	O	God,	according	to	your	loyal	love;	according	
to	 your	 abundant	mercies	 (raḥămîm)	 blot	 out	my	
transgressions” (Psa 51:1).  

 
 

The mercy of God is founded on his 
covenantal “loyal love” (ḥesed ). 

 
 

Other examples of pleas for mercy to God occur in Pss 30:8, 10; 57:1. The verb 
is also used in several pleas for mercy 
that are directed not toward God, but 
toward other human beings, such as in 
Job 19:21. 

 

ןוּנּחַ  (ḥanûn). adj. masc. sg. gracious. Describes the quality or character of a gracious and 
compassionate person or being. 



The adjecRve ḥanûn occurs 13 Rmes in the OT, always as an aSribute of God. The word is 
o\en combined with ַםוּחר  (raḥûm) to form the pair “gracious and merciful” in reference to God 
(e.g., Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2; compare Exod 34:6 and Psa 86:15). 

ןוּנחֲתַּ  (taḥănûn). n. masc. pl. pleas for mercy. Refers to entrea?es or pleas for 
mercy. 

Occurring 18 Rmes in the OT, this word refers to pleas for mercy made to other people or to 
God. Pleas to God for mercy can be seen in Jer 31:9 and Psa 28:2, 6, while pleas directed to 
others appear in Prov 18:23 and Job 40:2–7. 

למַחָ  (hamal). vb. to pity, have compassion on. Describes the ac?vity of 
having pity, compassion, or mercy on someone. 

This verb appears 40 Rmes in the Hebrew Bible and can refer to God having pity on his people 
(e.g. Judg 2:18; Pss 72:13; 102:13; Isa 49:10; 63:9; Joel 2:18) or express situaRons in which 
human beings have pity on other people (e.g., Exod 2:6; 1 Sam. 23:21). On other occasions, the 
verb is used to describe how God will refrain from showing pity on various peoples because of 
their sinfulness (Ezek 5:11; 7:4, 9; 8:18; 9:5, 10; Jer 13:14; 20:16; Zech 11:6; Lam 2:17). 

םחַנָ  (nāḥam). vb. to have compassion. Describes the act of feeling regret, 
offering comfort, or having compassion. 

In the passive verbal stems Niphal or Hithpael, the verb nāḥam may refer to people or God 
having compassion on others. For example, the Israelites have compassion (nāḥam) on the tribe 
of Benjamin (Judg 21:6, 15). In Psalm 90:13, the psalmist cries out to God to have compassion 
(nāḥam) on his servants, echoing the statement of Deut 32:36 that Yahweh will “have 
compassion (nāḥam) on his servants, when he sees that their power is gone” (ESV). Psalm 135:14 
reflects the same assurance that Yahweh will “have compassion (nāḥam) on his servants” (ESV). 

דסֶחֶ  (ḥesed). n. masc. loyal love, mercy. Refers to feelings of loyalty and love that 
mo?vate merciful and compassionate behavior toward a person. 

The term ḥesed indicates an essenRal part of God’s character. When he appears to Moses, 
God describes himself as abounding in ḥesed (Exod 34:6–7). His ḥesed is closely associated with 
his covenant love for Israel. In Exodus 20:6, God says that he shows ḥesed to those who love and 
obey Him (compare Deut 5:10). This descripRon is echoed throughout the OT (Neh 1:5; Dan 9:4; 
Jer 32:18). God’s ḥesed is o\en described as an aspect of his mercy or compassion. In appealing 
to God to pardon the sins of the people, Moses appeals to God’s ḥesed (Num 14:18–19; compare 
Neh 9:17). 

 

New Testament 



ἐλεέω (eleeō). vb. to have mercy, to have compassion.!!"#$
%&'()$*#&+(+,$-.$/"('$0#1%$"&'$/-$2-$3(/"$"&0(+,$4(/5$
-1$"#64(+,$&$4#1'-+$(+$2(7)86/$)(1)8*'/&+)#'9 It can be 
used to describe displays of mercy and compassion by God and humans. 

 
This verb appears throughout the NT, where it o\en means to have pity or show compassion 

to someone in difficult circumstances.  
 

!"#$%#&'&%()'%('*+%(,%-./-0"('%1,/%&),2-.3%)-+%+'*04%56,+%
7789:;%97;%9<=%7%>,*%?8<@=%<%>,*%A87=%7%B-+%7879;%7CDE  

 

B)'%1,&F'$&%#&'%!"!!# %(,%0,.G'4%G"*-,#&%F',F$'%+"H-.3%F$'"&%
(,%I'&#&%5'E3E;%J"K%7@8<<=%7?87@=%7L899=%J"*H%7:8A?MAL=%N#H'%
7L89LM9ODE  

 
Paul uses !"!!#  in his citaRon of Exod 33:19 (LXX) to express God’s divine prerogaRve to show 

mercy: “I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy” (Rom 9:15; compare Rom 9:18).  
 

B)'%!" %2*-('*&% "$&,% #&'% ()'% ('*+% (,% /'&0*-P'% 1,/% &),2-.3%
+'*04%P4%3-G-.3%&"$G"Q,.%-.%>)*-&(%5'E3E;%6,+%7789:M9<=%<%>,*%
A87=%7%!'(%<87:DE%
 

The related verb ἐλεάω (!"!$# ; “to have mercy”) appears four 2mes in the 
!" —twice in Romans and twice in Jude—and is synonymous 
with the verb ἐλεέω (eleeō). In Romans, it refers to people 
having mercy (Rom 12:8) and to the elec2ng and saving God 
having mercy that is not con2ngent on “human will or 
exer2on” (Rom 9:16).  

 



In Jude, the verb appears as part of the leNer’s exhorta2on to 
believers to show mercy to people who doubt and are in 
danger of eternal judgment (Jude 22–23). 
ἔλεος (eleos). n. masc. mercy, compassion. %!&!'()*+)*,!) -,$'$-*!')$./)01$"2*3)+&)4!'-3)$./)
-+45$((2+.6 

In the NT, this noun funcRons in a similar manner as it does in the Septuagint, where it 

describes an aSribute of the character of God. For example, Luke 1:50!"#$#%"!
#&$#!'()*+,"-!.%/01!2"!3*/!#&*"%!4&*!3%$/!&2.!25!$66!
7%5%/$8*5"9 (compare Luke 1:54, 72, 78; Rom 15:9; Eph 2:4; Titus 3:5; 1 Pet 2:10).  

 

R()'*%!" %2*-('*&%"S*+%()'%+'*04%,T%1,/%5,*%>)*-&(D%(,%()'-*%
*'"/'*&%5'E3E;%7%B-+%78<=%<%I,).%9=%I#/'%<;%<7DE In addiRon to God’s display 
of mercy, the NT describes merciful acRons and words of various people.  

 

For example,  
 

25!Ma1 9:13!:%";"!<;*#%"!#&%!4*/+"!*3!=*"%$!#*!
/%.25+!&2"!$;+2%50%!#&$#! )*+!+%"2/%"! .%/01! .*/%!
#&$5!"$0/2>0%!?0*.@$/%!Hos 6:6AB  

 
 

Elsewhere,  
 

Mercy is described as that which 
Òtriumphs over judgment Ó 

(Jas 2:13; compare Jas 3:17). 
 

!



"#$%&'(!)*+*,-./01!2341!!"#$%&'() 
7./2-$*!()$)-+45$((2+.$*!)$./)4!'-2&1")01$"2*36)

 
!"#$%&'()*+,)%-**./$%01#*)%#2%0")%!" 3%42%0")%5)&+0.')$%-6%7&8")19$%:-$;)<=%

>)$.$%$&?$=%“Blessed are the merciful, because they will be 
shown mercy”%(MaG 5:7). In Hebrews 2:17=%#0%')$*/#@)$%>)$.$9%
A)/*#6.<%&2'%6&#0"6.<%$)/,#*)%&$%"#B"%;/#)$03%

 

σπλαγχνίζομαι (splanchnizomai). vb. to have 
compassion, pity, deep empathy. 

$%&'!((!()*+,-./)0!!&)123&+((-2.4)5*-(),!'6)-()(-3-"+')72)8*+7)
-()!%&'!((!0)-.)320!'.)"+./9+/!)+()+):!!"-./)-.)2.!;()</97=)2')
<*!+'7=)2:)0!!&)!3&+7*>):2')+.27*!')&!'(2.4)

)

%

This verb is often used in the NT to describe 
Jesus having compassion on various 

people (e.g., Matt 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; Mark 6:34; 8:2; 9:22; Luke 7:13; 15:20).  
In Luke’s Gospel, both the Samaritan man 

and the father in the parable of the 
Prodigal Son are described as feeling    

and expressing compassion  
(Luke 10:33 and 15:20 ). 

 



σπλάγχνον (splanchnon). n. neut. compassion, affec2on. 
Expresses metaphorically the concept and experiences of 

empathy, mercy, and compassion through the use of a word 
that literally refers to the inner parts and 

bowels of a human being or animal. 
 
 
This term literally refers to the inner parts and bowels of a person or animal. When used in 

its metaphorical sense, (5"$.-,.+.  represents the ideas of 
deep feeling, empathy, and compassion. 
In the NT, the word refers both to the 
“tender mercy of God” (Luke 1:78) and 
to the affections and compassions that 
are required of the community of God’s 
people (e.g., 2 Cor 6:12; 7:15; Phil 2:1; 
Col 3:12; 1 John 3:17). 

 

UVWXYZ[%52-?@'#DE%GPE%to have mercy or compassion.%A!(1'-6!()
7*!)+17)2:)6!(728-./)3!'1>)2')123&+((-2.4)
 

This verb occurs 36 Rmes in the !"" , but ,.$4%(2-0'%-.%()'%!" \ P,()%Q+'&%"&%
F"*(%,T%!"#$]&%^#,("Q,.%,T%_`,/%9987O8%ab%2-$$%)"G'%0,+F"&&-,.%
,.%2),+%b%)"G'%0,+F"&&-,.c%56,+%O87@DE%

%

οἰκτιρμός (oikBrmos).%.E% +"&0E%compassion, care, concern.%
B.0-1+7!() 3!'1>) 2') 123&+((-2.) 728+'0) &!2&"!) :'23) 7*!)
&!'(&!1@,!)2:)C20)2')27*!')*93+.)6!-./(4 )
 



The #$ uses the noun +289'4+( to describe the character and merciful 
acts of God (Luke 6:36; Rom 12:1; 2 Cor 1:3; Jas 5:11). In Philippians 
2:1, Paul bases his exhortaRon to the believers on their experience of affecRon and compassion 
among one another. 

 

UVWXYZd[e%52-?@'3#.DE%"/fE%compassionate, merciful.%$%&'!((!()
7*!)D9+"-7>)2:)3!'1>)2')123&+((-2.4%

 

B)-&%"/f'0QG'%"FF'"*&%()*''%Q+'&%-.%()'%!" ;%2)'*'%-(%"$2"4&%
/'&0*-P'&%()'%+'*0-T#$%0)"*"0('*%,T%1,/%5N#H'%C89C%g(2-0'h=%I"&%
@877DE%

ijdklmn[ %5(>3&+7*!#DE% GPE%to have sympathy, compassion, 
pity.%%

A!(1'-6!()7*!)+17)2:)*+,-./)(>3&+7*>)2')&-7>)2.)+.27*!'4%
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Mercy is revealed in the actions God takes                   
to relieve suffering and demonstrate 

His faithfulness and steadfast love. 
	

Mercy is such an exceptionally 
complex concept that several Hebrew 
and Greek words are used to express 

the dimensions of its meaning.!

!

Synonyms	like…!)

EI!! "#$%&&'"(		
=I!) "*'(+,'(-(.&& 	
JI!/ %*"0	
?I!12.%-3%&245"*.		

…often	appear	in	Bible	translations	to	
illustrate	the	idea	of	mercy.		
A	brief	biblical	deEinition!"#$ !!

Mercy  is the gift of GodÕs 
undeserved kindness & compassion.  

!
!

On	a	human	level,	mercy	is	the	benevolent	or	compassionate	
treatment	of	someone	suffering	or	in	need.!!

!

https://www.gotquestions.org/He-who-promised-is-faithful.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/steadfast-love-of-the-Lord-never-ceases.html


Mercy is an attitude that moves us to act 
on behalf of the unfortunate. 

!

On a divine level…                                          
mercy is the foundation of forgiveness 
expressed in God’s pardon of human sin. 

!

!"#$%&#'%(%)*#+,-.%/"#01#2*34"5#60'#3*2-%)&#1-%/71,.#/0#$%&#
40(*)-)/#8302%&*&#-)'#$%&#3*.-/%0)&7%8#9%/7#$%&#8*08.*#
'*&8%/*#/7*%3#,)903/7%)*&&#-)'#1-%/7.*&&)*&&!(Deuteronomy	
30:1–6;	Isaiah	14:1;	Romans	9:15–16,	23;	Ephesians	2:4–9).	
!
!

When	God	revealed	Himself	to	Moses,	He	emphasized	the	prominence	of	His	mercy:	
!"#$ %&!"# %'())$*%+,%-./,0%/-%1/)$)2%3(44+,5%/602%78(#9$#:%"#$%&!"# :%
"#$%;/*%/-%3/<'())+/,%(,*%<$.3=:%>%(<%)4/9%0/%(,5$.%(,*%?+44$*%9+0#%
6,-(+4+,5%4/@$%(,*%-(+0#-64,$))A%>%4(@+)#%6,-(+4+,5%4/@$%0/%(%0#/6)(,*%
5$,$.(0+/,)A%>%-/.5+@$%+,+B6+0=2%.$C$44+/,2%(,*%)+,A%D60%>%*/%,/0%$E36)$%
0#$%56+40=FG!(Exodus	34:6–7,	NLT).!
!

In GodÕs mercy, He shows leniency.  
!"#$%&''()*+#,-.%+'/".&#01(/#+%.."1+#"2".#&'(-3'#&'"4#*"+"12"#%&5 !!

!"#$%&'%()#*%+*,-$%.,*/(0%()#%1&1%')$%1,2$*)(%
$3,.%/).45,$,5(%)*%-6-'1)'%$3,.%7)*,8,*9%
:3-$%-%+*-/&)#2%-'1%.,*/&7#5%;)1%()#%-*,<=%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

(Nehemiah	9:31,	NLT).!
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!

God’s mercy also causes Him to give 
good gifts to those who are 

undeserving: 

“Because	of	God’s	tender	mercy,	the	morning	light	
from	heaven	is	about	to	break	upon	us”	67-8"#95:;<#
=7> ?@##Thus,	mercy	is	related	to	grace.	
!
!

Jesus	Christ	is	the	fullest,	most	dynamic	expression	of	
God’s	mercy#:;87*&%-)&#<=>?@AB#

!

In	His	earthly	ministry,	Jesus	
demonstrated	compassion	and	mercy	for	the	helpless	

and	suffering#:C-//7*9#D=EFG#H>=H>G#<I=E>G#C-3J#
F=E>G#K,J*#L=HEAB#

!

%&'()!*"+,-.+&/!01',2+!+"!3,-&!41,*2&5#!67!#"'!62!.2!.!#'.3'.8+!"##&',83!.8/!2.(',9,(&!+"!
:"/;!< =71&2,.82!>?@A!2&&!.52"!:.5.+,.82!@?@BC!2"!+1.+!+1'"631!D,*!E&!*,31+!F&!#"'3,-&8!"#!
"6'!2,82!<D&F'&E2!@?GHC!.8/!3'.8+&/!+1&!3,#+!"#!&+&'8.5!5,#&!<G!I&+&'!G?JA!G!K,*"+1)!G?GLM
GNA!O6/&!G?@GCP!
!

Q8!Titus	3:4–7,!+1&!.7"2+5&!I.65!3,-&2!62!one of the best 
descriptions of God’s mercy as revealed 
in Jesus Christ:!!!!"#$%&'()%$'(%*+),)(--%
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God’s	mercy	not	only	forgives	&	saves	us																																																																																									
but	also	withholds	the	punishment	we	deserveB#

#
The	Bible	beckons	Christians	“to	love	mercy”	(Micah	6:8)	and	“be	

merciful,	just	as	your	Father	is	merciful”	(Luke	6:36).	Believers	must	
show	the	same	mercy	and	compassion	toward	one	another	that	God	
demonstrates	toward	them	(Zechariah	7:9;	Matthew	5:7;	18:33–
35;	Colossians	3:12;	James	2:12–13;	1	Peter	3:9).	Mercy	is	also	
pronounced	as	a	greeting	and	a	blessing	on	God’s	people	(1	
Timothy	1:2;	2	Timothy	1:16–18;	2	John	3;	Jude	1:2,	21).	

FOR 	FURTHER	STUDY	
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Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. (5:7) 

 

The first four beatitudes deal entirely with inner 
principles, principles of the heart and mind. 

 

They are concerned with the way we see ourselves before God. The last 
four are outward manifestations of 
those autudes.  

 

Those who in poverty of spirit recognize their need of 
mercy are led to show mercy to others (v. 7).  

 

Those who mourn over their sin are led to purity of 
heart (v. 8).  

 

Those who are meek always seek to make peace (v. 9).  
 

And those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are 
never unwilling to pay the price of being persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake (v. 10). 

 
The concept of mercy is seen throughout Scripture, from the Fall to 

the consummaBon of history at the return of Christ.  
 



Mercy is a desperately needed giU of God’s providenBal and 
redempBve work on behalf of sinners—and the Lord requires His people 
to follow His example by extending mercy to others. 

 
To discover its essence we will look at three basic aspects of mercy: its meaning, its source, 

and its pracRce. 
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For the most part, the days in which Jesus lived and taught were not characterized by mercy. 

The Jewish religionists themselves were not inclined to show 
mercy, because mercy is not characteris2c of those who are 
proud, self-righteous, and judgmental. To many—perhaps most—of Jesus’ 
hearers, showing mercy was considered one of the least of virtues, if it was thought to be a virtue 
at all.  
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You loved those who loved you, and 
you showed mercy to those who 

showed mercy to you. That attitude 
was condemned by Jesus later in the 

Sermon on the Mount.  
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor, and 

hate your enemy’ ” (Max. 5:43). But such a shallow, selfish kind of love 
that even the outcast tax-gatherers pracBced (v. 46) was not acceptable 
to the Savior. He said, “Love your enemies, and pray for those who 
persecute you in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in 
heaven.… For if you love those who love you, what reward have you?… 
And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than others? 
Do not even the GenBles do the same?” (vv. 44–47). 



 
Yet many people have interpreted this 

beatitude in another way that is just as selfish 
and humanistic: they maintain that our being 
merciful causes those around us, especially 
those to whom we show mercy, to be merciful 
to us. Mercy given will mean mercy r eceived. 
For such people, mercy is shown to others 
purely in an effort toward self - seeking.  

 
The ancient rabbi Gamaliel is quoted in the Talmud as saying, “Whenever thou hast mercy, 

God will have mercy upon thee, and if thou hast not mercy, neither will God have mercy on thee.” 
Gamaliel’s idea is right.  

 
 

When God is involved  
there will be mercy for mercy.  
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(Ma1. 6:14–15). 
 
 
But as a plaRtude applied among men, the principle does not work. One writer senRmentally 

says, “This is the great truth of life: if people see us care, they will care.” Yet neither Scripture 
nor experience bears out that idea. :-'%1-/C$%0"&0%1&?=%@.0%0")%1-/<'%'-)$%2-03  

 
With God there is always proper reciprocaBon, and with interest. If 

we honor God, He will honor us; if we show mercy to others, especially 
to His children, He will show even more abundant mercy to us. But that 
is not the world’s way. 



 
 

A popular Roman philosopher: 

ÒMercy is the disease of the  soul.Ó 
!"#$%&#"'(#&)*+(,(#&-./#01#$(%2/(&&3#

 
 
 

Mercy was a sign that you did not have what it 
takes to be a real man and especially a real Roman.  

 
 
The Romans glorified manly courage, strict jusBce, firm discipline, 

and, above all, absolute power. They looked down on mercy, because 
mercy to them was weakness, and !"#$%"&&'!#&'("&)*&"('#+,-"'
#..',/0"1'023#%'.*3*/#4,%&5'

 
 

During much of Roman history, a 
father had the right of patria 

opitestas, of deciding whether or 
not his newborn child would live 
or die. As the infant was held up 
for him to see, the father would 

turn his thumb up if he wanted 
the child to live, down if he 
wanted it to die. If his thumb 
turned down the child was 



immediately drowned. Citizens 
had the same life-or-death power 
over slaves. At any time and for 
any reason they could kill and 

bury a slave, with no fear of 
arrest or reprisal. Husbands 

could even have their wives put 
to death on the least 

provocation. Today abortion 
reflects the same merciless 

attitude. A society that despises 
mercy is a society that glorifies 

brutality. 
 

 
The underlying mo2ve of self-concern has characterized 

men in general and socie2es in general since the Fall. We see it 

expressed today in such sayings as, “If you don’t look out for 
yourself, no one else will.”  

 
Such popular proverbs are generally true, because they reflect the basic selfish nature of 

fallen man. Men are not naturally inclined to repay 
mercy for mercy. 

 

The best illustraQon of that fact is the Lord Himself. 
Jesus Christ was the most merciful human being who 
ever lived. He reached out to heal the sick, restore the 



crippled, give sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, and 
even life to the dead. He found prosQtutes, tax 
collectors, the debauched and the drunken, and drew 
them into His circle of love and forgiveness…  

 
Jesus wept with the sorrowing and gave companionship to the lonely. He took liSle children 

into His arms and blessed them.  
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just	as	He	was	love	incarnate.!
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 …When the scribes and Pharisees saw Jesus “eaRng with the sinners and tax-gatherers,” they 

asked His disciples why their Master associated with such unworthy people (Mark 2:16). 
 
The more Jesus showed mercy, the more He showed up the 

unmercifulness of the Jewish religious leaders. The more He showed 
mercy, the more they were determined to put Him out of the way.  

 

The ultimate outcome of His 
mercy was the cross. 

 
 
 

In	Jesus’	cruci6ixion,	two	merciless	
systems—merciless	government	and	
merciless	religion—united	to	kill	Him.	



Totalitarian	Rome	joined	intolerant	
Judaism	to	destroy	the	Prince																					

of	(peace	and)	mercy.	
 

 
 

The fifth beatitude does not teach 
that mercy to men brings mercy 

from men, but that mercy to men 
brings mercy from God . 

 
 

If we are merciful to others, God will 
be merciful to us, whether men are or 
not.  

 
God is the subject of the second 

clause, just as in the other beatitudes.  
 
It is God who gives the kingdom of 

heaven to the poor in spirit, comfort to 
those who mourn, the earth to the meek, 
and satisfaction to those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness.  

 
Those who are merciful … shall 

receive mercy from God. God gives the 



divine blessings to those who obey His 
divine standards. 

 
 
 

Merciful  is from ele!m"n , from which 
we also get eleemosynary, meaning 

beneficial or charitable.  
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speaks of Jesus as our 

“merciful and faithful high 
priest.” Christ is the supreme 

example of mercy and the 
supreme dispenser of mercy. It 
is from Jesus Christ that both 

redeeming and sustaining 
mercy come. 

 
 
In the Septuagint (the Greek Old Testament) the same term is used to translate the Hebrew 

,!(!/ , one of the most commonly used words to describe God’s character. It is usually translated 
as mercy, love, lovingkindness, or steadfast love (Ps. 17:7; 51:1; Isa. 63:7; Jer. 9:24; etc.).  

 

The basic meaning is to give help to 
the afflicted and to rescue               

the helpless. 
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!"  Jesus is not speaking of detached or powerless sentiment 

that is unwilling or unable to help those for whom there 
is sympathy.  

#" Nor is He speaking of the false mercy, the feigned pity, 
that gives help only to salve a guilty conscience or to 
impress others with its appearance of virtue.  

$" And it is not passive, silent concern which, though 
genuine, is unable to give tangible help.  
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It is genuine compassion expressed in genuine 
help, selfless concern expressed in selfless deeds. 

 
 
 

Jesus says in effect, “The people in My kingdom are not 
takers but givers, not pretending helpers but prac2cal helpers. 
They are not condemners but mercy givers.”  

 
 

The selfish, self -satisfied, and self -righteous do 
not bother to help anyone Ñunless they                  

think something is in it for them.  
 



 
SomeRmes they even jusRfy their lack of love and mercy under the guise of religious duty. 

Once when the Pharisees and scribes quesRoned why His disciples did not observe the tradiRons 
of the elders, Jesus replied, “Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and ‘He who 
speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put to death’; but you say, ‘If a man says to his father 
or his mother, anything of mine you might have been helped by is Corban (that is to say, given 
to God),’ you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or his mother; thus invalidaRng 

the word of God by your tradiRon which you have handed down” (")+6#789:; 9<). 

In the name of hypocritical religious tradition, compassion 
toward parents in such a case was actually forbidden. 

 
 

Mercy is meeting peopleÕs needs . 
 

Mercy	is	not	simply	feeling	compassion	but	
showing	compassion,	not	only	

sympathizing	but	giving	a	helping	hand.	
Mercy	is	giving	food	to	the	hungry,	comfort	

to	the	bereaved,	love	to	the	rejected,	
forgiveness	to	the	offender,	companionship	
to	the	lonely.	It	is	therefore	one	of	the	
loveliest	and	noblest	of	all	virtues.	

 
 
In Shakespeare’s :,!);!'-,$.*)+&)<!.2-!  (4.1.180–85) PorRa says, 
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A clearer understanding of mercy can be gained by working through some comparisons. 

Mercy has much in common with forgiveness 
but is distinct from it.  

 

Paul tells us that Jesus	 “saved	 us,	 not	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 deeds	
which	we	have	done	in	righteousness,	but	according	to	His	
mercy,	by	 the	washing	of	 regeneration	and	renewing	by	
the	Holy	Spirit” 67*/2&'89:;5  

 

!
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But…  

mercy is bigger than 
forgiveness, because God is 
merciful to us even when we 
do not sin, just as we can be 
merciful to those who have 

never done anything against 
us. 

 

 



GodÕs mercy does not just forgive 
our transgressions, but reaches to 

all our weakness and need . 
 
 

“The Lord’s lovingkindnesses [mercies, KJV] indeed 
never cease, for His compassions never fail. They are new 
every morning; great is Thy faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22).  
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Forgiveness flows out of mercy, 

and mercy flows out of love. 
 

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ” 

(Eph. 2:4–5).  

 

Just as mercy is more than 
forgiveness, love is more than 

mercy. 



 

Love	manifests	itself	in	many	ways	that	do	
not	involve	either	forgiveness	or	mercy.	
Love	loves	even	when	there	is	no	wrong	to	

forgive	or	need	to	meet.	
 

The Father loves the Son and the Son loves the Father, although they both are 
without sin and without need. They both love the holy angels, although the angels 
are without sin and need. When we enter heaven we, too, will be without sin or 
need, yet God’s love for us will, in comparison to eternity, only be just beginning. 

 

Mercy is the physician; love is the 
friend. Mercy acts because of need; 

love acts because of affection, 
whether there is need or not. 

 
 

Mercy is reserved for times of trouble; 
love is constant.  

 

D'(4(%9.)%8(%)0%$4#(%;(49<%%
.6.4$%240;%/01(7%

 
but there can be true love apart from mercy. 
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Mercy is also related to grace, 
which flows out of love just as 

forgiveness flows out of mercy. 
In each of his three pastoral epistles Paul includes the words “grace, mercy and peace” in his 

salutaRons (1 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2; Titus 1:4, KJV).  

Grace and mercy have the closest possible relaBonship; yet they are 
different.  
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It is with those problems that mercy gives help. Grace, 
on the other hand, deals with sin itself.  

 

Mercy deals with the symptoms, 
grace with the cause. 



 

Mercy offers relief from 
punishment; grace offers pardon 

for the crime. Mercy eliminates the 
pain; grace cures the disease. 

 
 

When the good Samaritan bound up the 
wounds of the man who had been beaten 
and robbed, he showed mercy. When he 

took him to the nearest inn and paid for his 
lodging until he was well, he showed 

grace. His mercy relieved the pain; his 
grace provided for healing. 

 
 
 

Mercy relates to the negative; 
grace relates to the positive. In 

relation to salvation, mercy says, 
“No hell,” whereas grace says, 

“Heaven.” 
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Mercy is also related to jus=ce, although, on the surface, they seem to be incompa=ble.  

 

Justice gives exactly what is 
deserved; whereas mercy gives 
less punishment and more help 

than is deserved.  
 

It is difficult, therefore, for some people to understand how God can 
be both just and merciful at the same Bme to the same person. 

 If God is completely just, how could He ever not punish sin totally? For Him to be merciful 
would seem to negate His jusRce.  

 

The truth is that God does not show 
mercy without punishing sin; and for 

Him to offer mercy without 
punishment would negate His 

justice. 
 
Mercy that ignores sin is false mercy and is no more merciful than it is just. It is that sort of 

false mercy that Saul showed to King Agag a\er God had clearly instructed Saul to kill every 
Amalekite (1 Sam. 15:3, 9). It is that sort of false mercy that David showed to his rebellious and 
wicked son Absalom when he was young.  

 

Because David did not deal with 
Absalom’s sin, his attitude toward his 



son was unrighteous sentimentality, 
neither justice nor mercy—and it served 

to confirm Absalom in his wickedness. 
 

That sort of false mercy is common in our day. 
 

It is thought to be unloving and 
unkind to hold people responsible 
for their sins. But that is a cheap 
grace that is not just and is not 

merciful, that offers neither 
punishment nor pardon for sin. 
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To cancel jusQce is to cancel mercy.  

To	ignore	sin	is	to	deny	the	truth;	and	mercy	and	
truth	are	inseparable,	they	“are	met	togethe0F        
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In every true act of mercy, someone pays the price. God 
did, the Good Samaritan did, and so do we. 
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To expect to enter the sphere of 
God’s mercy without repenting from 

our sin is but wishful thinking. 
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Neither relying on good works nor relying on God’s overlooking sin will bring 

salvaDon. Neither trusDng in personal goodness nor presuming on God’s goodness 
will bring entrance into the kingdom.  

 

Those who do not come to God   
on His terms have no claim                

on His mercy. 
 

 

God’s mercy is grounded not only in His love 
but in His justice. 

 
It is not grounded in senRment but in Christ’s atoning blood, which paid the penalty for and 

cleanses from sin those who believe in Him. Without being punished and removed, even the 
least of our sin would eternally separate us from God. 

 
The good news of the gospel is that Christ paid the penalty for all sins in order that God might 

be merciful to all sinners.  



 

On the cross Jesus satisfied 
God’s justice, and when a 

person trusts in that 
satisfying sacrifice God opens 

the floodgates of His mercy. 
 
 

The good news of the gospel is not that 
God winked at justice, glossed over sin, 

and compromised righteousness. The good 
news is that in the shedding of Christ’s 

blood justice was satisfied, sin was forgiven, 
righteousness was fulfilled, and mercy was 
made available. There is never an excuse 

for sin, but always a remedy. 
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Mercy	led	Abraham	to	rescue	his	selFish	nephew	Lot	from	Chedorlaomer	and	his	

allies.	Mercy	 led	 Joseph	 to	 forgive	his	brothers	and	 to	provide	 them	 food	 for	 their	
families.	Mercy	led	Moses	to	plead	with	the	Lord	to	remove	the	leprosy	with	which	his	
sister	Miriam	had	been	punished.	Mercy	led	David	to	spare	the	life	of	Saul.	



Those who are unmerciful will not receive mercy from God. In one of his imprecatory psalms 
David says of an unnamed wicked man, “Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before 
the Lord, and do not let the sin of his mother be bloSed out. Let them be before the Lord 
conRnually, that He may cut off their memory from the earth.” David’s anger was not vengeful 
or retaliatory. That man and his family did not deserve mercy because they were not themselves 
merciful. “He did not remember to show lovingkindness, but persecuted the afflicted and needy 
man, and the despondent in heart, to put them to death” (Ps. 109:14–16). 
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Mercilessness is the capstone marking those who reject God’s mercy. 

 

!
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(Prov.	11:17).	
 
The way to happiness is through mercy; the way to misery is through cruelty. The truly 

merciful person is even kind to animals, whereas the merciless person is cruel to everything.  



“A righteous man has regard for the life of his beast, but the compassion of the wicked is 
cruel” (Prov. 12:10). 

 
 
In His Olivet discourse Jesus warned that those who claim to belong to Him but who have 

not served and shown compassion on the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, 

and the imprisoned will not be allowed to enter His kingdom. He will say to them:$
12(#"')%.'34%+(5%",,/'6(7%38(65%-8)3%)*(%()('8"0%
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James writes, “Whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become 

guilty of all. For He who said, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ also said, ‘Do not commit murder.’ Now 
if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
law. So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.  

 
 

For *'+,!"-./ 0%((/ 1"/ !"#$%("22/ .3/ 3-"/
043/452/2430-/-3/!"#$67  (James 2:10–13a). 

 
 



In	the	midst	of	our	corrupt,	ego-centered,	
and	selGish	society	that	tells	us	to	grab	
everything	we	can	get,	the	voice	of	God	
tells	us	to	give	everything	we	can	give!"

 
 

The true character of mercy is in 
giving—giving compassion,       

giving help, giving time, giving 
forgiveness, giving money,        

giving ourselves. 
 

The children of the King are merciful.  
 
Those who are merciless face judgment; but “mercy triumphs over judgment” (James 2:13b). 

 

8!"#9$%&'"#$(#: "&') /

Pure mercy is a gift of God.  

It is not a natural aSribute of man but is a gi\ that comes with the new birth. We can be 
merciful in its full sense and with a righteous moRve only when we have experienced God’s 
mercy.  

Mercy is only for those who through grace and divine power have met 
the requirements of the first four beaBtudes.  

It is only for those who by the work of the Holy Spirit bow humbly before God in poverty of 
spirit, who mourn over and turn from their sin, who are meek and submissive to His control, and 
who hunger and thirst above all else for His righteousness.  
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Balaam conRnually prosRtuted his ministry, trying to keep within the leSer of God’s will while 

conspiring with a pagan king against God’s people. He presumptuously prayed, “Let me die the 
death of the upright, and let my end be like his!” (Num. 23:10). As one Puritan commentator 
observed, Balaam wanted to die like the righteous, but he did not want to live like the righteous.  

 
Many people want GodÕs mercy but not on GodÕs terms.  
 
 
God has both absolute and relaBve axributes. His absolute 

axributes—such as love, truth, and holiness—have characterized Him 
from all eternity. They were characterisBc of Him before He created 
angels, or the world, or man. But His relaBve axributes-such as mercy, 
jusBce, and grace—were not expressed unBl His creatures came into 
being. In fact they were not manifest unRl man, the creature made in His own image, sinned 
and became separated from his Creator.  

 

Apart from sin and evil, mercy, 
justice, and grace have no meaning. 

 

When man fell, GodÕs love was 
extended to His fallen creatures in 

mercy. And only when they receive 
His mercy can they reflect His mercy. 

God is the source of mercy.  
 
 



;<-1$&'$"(,"$&'$/"#$"#&0#+'$&1#$&%-0#$/"#$#&1/":$
'-$,1#&/$('$=('$6-0(+,>(+2+#''$?*#1)5@$/-3&12$/"-'#$
3"-$.#&1$=(*A (Ps. 103:11).  

 
It is because we have the resource of God’s mercy that Jesus commanded,  
 

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” 

(Luke 6:36). 
 
 

o,."$/%p"*.),#&'  writes, 
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We cannot have the blessing apart from the Blesser.  
 

We cannot even meet the condiRon apart from the One who has set the condiRon. We are 

blessed by God when we are merciful to others, and we are able to be 
merciful to others because we have 
already received salvation’s mercy. And when 
we share the mercy received, we shall receive mercy even beyond what we already have. 



We never sing more truthfully than when we sing, “Mercy there was great and grace was 
free; pardon there was mulRplied to me; there my burdened soul found liberty, at Calvary.” 
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1.! The most obvious way we can show 
mercy is through physical acts, as did 

the good Samaritan. As Jesus 
specifically commands, we are to 

feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
visit the sick and imprisoned, and give 

any other practical help that is 
needed. In serving others in need, we 

demonstrate a heart of mercy. 
 

 
It is helpful to note that the way of mercy did not begin with the New Testament.  
 

God has always intended for mercy to 
characterize His people. 

 
 
The Old Testament law taught,  

! "#$% &'())% *#+% '(,-.*% /#$,% '.(,+0% *#,% 1)#&.%
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Even in the year of release, when all debts were canceled, Israelites were to give their poor 

countrymen whatever they needed. They were warned, “Beware, lest there is a base thought in 
your heart, saying ‘The seventh year, the year of remission, is near,’ and your eye is hosRle toward 
your poor brother, and you give him nothing” (v. 9). 

 

!" ! Mercy is also to be shown in our 
attitudes.   

 
Mercy does not hold a grudge, harbor resentment, capitalize on another’s failure or 

weakness, or publicize another’s sin. On a great table at which he fed countless hundreds of 
people, AugusRne inscribed, 
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When they pass by on the other side, as the priest and the 
Levite did in the story of the good Samaritan,                           

they show they have passed Christ by. 
 
 
 

3. !Mercy is also to be shown 
spiritually.  

 
First, it is shown through pity. 

 
 



AugusRne said, 

ÒIf I weep for the body from which the 
soul is departed, should I not weep for 
the soul from which God is departed?Ó  
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JesusÕ last words from the 
cross were words of 

mercy.  
 

 

For His executioners He prayed , 
 

“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 
doing” (Luke 23:34). To the penitent thief hanging beside Him 
He said, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in 
Paradise” (v. 43). To His mother He said, “ ‘Woman, behold 
your son!’ Then He said to the disciple [John], ‘Behold, your 
mother!’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
household” (John 19:26–27).  



 
 

I2J%! &2"! K$"#%/L! H#%@&%5! @/$1%+! 3*/! #&*"%! 4&*!
4%/%!#$J257!&2"!623%L “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” (Acts 7:60). 

 
 

4. !Second, we are to show 
spiritual mercy by 

confrontation. 
 
 

Paul says that, as Christ’s servants, we should gently correct “those who 
are in opposiBon, if perhaps God may grant them repentance 
leading to the knowledge of the truth” ?M!N2.B!MOMPAB  
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Love and mercy will be severe    
when that is necessary É  

 
for the sake of an erring brother and for the sake of Christ’s church. 

 
In such cases it is cruel to say nothing and let the harm continue.  
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Extreme situations require extreme care  
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#"! Third, we are to show spiritual 
mercy by praying.  The sacrifice of prayer for 
those without God is an act of mercy. Our mercy can be 
measured by our prayer for the unsaved and for Christians who are walking in 
disobedience. 

 
 

$"! Fourth, %&'()&'*+',-+%',./)/*0(1'2&)34'54'.)+31(/2/67'*-&'
,(8/67'7+,.&1'+9' :&,0,' ;-)/,* < *-&'2+,*'2&)3/901'*-/67'
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ReflecRng on the fact that when we are merciful we receive mercy, we see 
GodÕs cycle of mercy . God is merciful 
to us by saving us through Christ; in 
obedience we are merciful to others; 



and God in faithfulness gives us even 
more mercy, pouring out blessing for 
our needs and withholding severe 
chastening for our sin.  

 
 

As in the other beatitudes, the emphatic 
pronoun  autos  (they ) indicates that only  

those who are merciful qualify to         
receive mercy . 

 
David sang of the Lord, “With the kind Thou dost show Thyself kind” (2 Sam. 22:26). Speaking 

of the opposite side of the same truth, James says, ! J04%A#,:;()$%&+//%
8(% ;(49+/(--% $0% 0)(% &'0% '.-% -'0&)% )0%
;(49< C  (2#B03&')+O).  

 

At the end of the disciples’ prayer Jesus explained, ?@1+$ '2$=13$21+/')#$
0#&$ 21+$ ("#'+$ (+,&%/+#%%'1&%>$ =13+$ "#,)#&.=$
@,("#+$-'..$ ,.%1$21+/')#$=136$73($ '2$=13$51$&1($
21+/')#$0#&>$("#&$=13+$@,("#+$-'..$&1($21+/')#$
=13+$(+,&%/+#%%'1&%A (Ma1. 6:14–15).  

 
Again, the emphaRc truth is that God will respond with chastening for an unforgiving disciple. 
 
Neither in that passage nor in this beaRtude is Jesus speaking of our mercy gaining us 

salvaRon. We do not earn salvaQon by being merciful. We 
must be saved by God’s mercy before we can truly be 
merciful. We cannot work our way into heaven even by a lifeRme of merciful deeds, any 
more than by good works of any sort.  



 

God does not give mercy for merit ; 
He gives mercy in grace, because it is needed, not because it is earned. 

 
 
To illustrate the working of God’s mercy Jesus told the parable of a slave who had been 

graciously forgiven a great debt by the king. The man then went to a fellow slave who owed 
him a piMance by comparison and demanded that every cent be repaid and had him thrown 
into prison. When the king heard of the incident, he called the first man to him and said, “ ‘You 
wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you entreated me. Should you not also have 
had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?’ And his lord, moved with anger, 
handed him over to the torturers un=l he should repay all that was owed him. So shall My 
heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart” 

!"#$%&+M)'O, O(-% 
 
In that parable Jesus gives a picture of God’s saving mercy in relaRon to forgiving others (vv. 

21–22). The first man pleaded with God for mercy and received it. The fact that he, in turn, was 
unmerciful was so inconsistent with his own salvaRon that he was chastened unRl he repented.  
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When we hold back mercy, 
God restricts His flow of mercy to us, 

and we forfeit blessing. 
 
The presence of chastening and the absence of blessing aSend an unmerciful believer. 
If we have received from a holy God unlimited mercy that cancels our unpayable debt of 

sin—we who had no righteousness but were poor in spirit, mourning over our load of sin in 
beggarly, helpless condiRon, wretched and doomed, meek before almighty God, hungry and 
thirsty for a righteousness we did not have and could not aSain—it surely follows that we should 
be merciful to others.!  

 
!  John F. MacArthur Jr., ;$=,!> , vol. 1, MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: 
Moody Press, 1985), 187–197. 
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NIV	Life	Application	Commentary:	

5. Blessed are the merciful … (5:7).  
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Likewise, the merciful are those who demonstrate forgiveness 
toward the guilty and kindness for the hur2ng and needy. 
 
 

The religious leadership in Jesus’ day tended 
toward being merciless because of their 

demand for rigorous observance of the law. 
Their motive was commendable in that it was 

driven by a desire for the people of Israel to be 
pure, but it was inexcusable because their 

unbending demands produced harshness and 
condemnation toward those who did not meet 

their standards. 
 



 

… for they will be shown mercy (5:7).  
 

Without sacrificing God’s standard of holiness, Jesus 
commends those who demonstrate mercy toward the needy, because  

the mercy that they show others        
will be shown toward them. 

 
Showing mercy toward others does not earn a person entrance to 

the kingdom; rather, it is a heart a�tude that opens a person to 
receive the offer of mercy that Jesus has proclaimed in his gospel of the 
kingdom.  

 
 
The religious leaders cannot receive GodÕs mercy 

because they have become so self -satisfied with their 
own religious attainments that they donÕt believe that 
they need mercy.  

 
 
Jesus’ disciples learn from this beaRtude that God’s good requirement has always been 

mercy.  
 

Recall the classic statements of Micah: 1!(%*"6%6*3:(7%$3/5%K%
4"85%:*")%-6%=337A%&87%:*")%73(6%)*(%E!"# %
'(L/-'(%3.%$3/M%I3%",)%N/6)0$%"87%)3%03<(%4(',$%"87%
)3%:"0@%*/4;0$%:-)*%$3/'%O37B (Mic. 6:8).  

 
Those who receive mercy will demonstrate mercy, a theme reemphasized somewhat 

differently in the parable on forgiveness (Ma1. 18:33). The 
true disciple has experienced God’s merciful forgiveness toward an undeserving sinner, which 



in turn will produce such overwhelming graRtude and deep understanding of forgiveness that 
he or she will in turn demonstrate that same mercy toward other undeserving sinners."  

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last 2me, while I was preaching & teaching on Christ’s 
preaching & teaching… on biblical meekness… I felt like 
Lazarus… spending 2me around the old tomb that Jesus had 
miraculously called him OUT… & back to life from...  
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Our blessing is as rich as we are poor in spirit.  
Our blessing mirrors & magnifies  

our missional mourning . 

 
"  Michael J. Wilkins, ;$=,!> , The NIV ApplicaRon Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 
Publishing House, 2004), 208–209. 
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Our blessing is as bold as we are meek.     
Our blessing is as satisfying as we are 

hungering & thirsting after righteousness.  
Our blessing brings mercy to GodÕs merciful. 

Our blessing is as penetrating as we are  
pure in heart.                                                      

Our blessing is as constructive as we are 
committed to be peacemakers.                 

Our blessing is as persevering as we are 
persecuted . 																																																																																							
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