“Blessed Are The Merciful”
Matthew 5:7

January 19, 2025

INTRO: When was the last time you learned a lesson
about underestimating something?
» Militarily... “Never underestimate your enemy.”
> Metaphorically... “the tip of the iceberg...”
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» Generally... a sidewalk food vendor in Paris...
» Powerfully/Personally...a girl on the fire escape
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» Eternally... biblical mercy & the merciful path...

PRAYER



CONTEXT:
» Gospel of Matthew on The Gospel of Jesus Christ
» In the Sermon On The Mount: Beatitude #5
» All the Beatitudes build on each other... CHIASM!
» Transitioning from roots to fruits...

BIG IDEA:  Biblical mercy is the
original, missional, & multi-dimensional
gift (from God) that keeps on giving!

T/S: In preparation... it was as though I was staring at a
familiar masterpiece & someone turned the lights up...

PREVIEW:
1. God’s BLESSED
2. God’s BLESSING
3. God’s BUILDING

TEXT:
Matthew 5:7
Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall obtain mercy.



[. God’s BLESSED

Blessed are the merciful,

A. What IS biblical mercy?
a. Definition

Mercy is the gift of God'’s
undeserved kindness & compassion.

Mercy is an attitude that moves us to
act on behalf of the unfortunate.

i. Biblical mercy exemplifies the missional
“both/and principle” when it comes to
roots & fruits, plus vertical & horizontal
contexts.

ii. BEing merciful is authenticating fruit of
the first Great Commandment & and
proof of the second Great
Commandment... -jpp

iii. BEing mercy/merciful is a Spirit-
filled gift vs. a manmade task. -jor

iv. Biblical mercy is an inner commitment
with an external application. - jop

v. Biblical mercy is required of God’s people
(e.g., 2 Cor 6:12; 7:15; Phil 2:1; Col 3:12; 1 Jn. 3:17).

vi. VIDEO: WhatIs M@I"Cy (GotQuestions.org)



b. Descriptions...

Biblical mercy is a multi-dimensional, vertical
AND horizontal grace... The guardrails of God'’s
vertical mercies can be seen in Romans 5:3-8,
with horizontal boundaries well represented in
(John 7:24, Matthew 10:16, James 2:13, & 1 John 3:18)

“Judgement will be merciless to the one who has shown no mercy.”

(God’'s Generous & Forgiving MERCY))

sNot only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, sand endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame,
because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who has been given to us.

sFor while we were Still weak, at the right time Christ died for
the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— sbut God
shows his love for us in that while we were Still sinners, Christ
died for us.

Biblical mercy is the invitation and gifted
empowerment to have your needs (NOT
necessarily your wants) met. - op

Biblical mercy is the truthful light & extended
hand that illuminates & helps us onto the
narrow path of better & best. - or


http://biblehub.com/romans/5-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-8.htm

Biblical mercy restores (NOT ignores). -iop

Biblical mercy is the benevolent ambassador of
Christ’s holiness & righteousness. - iop

Mercy deals with sin’s symptoms and grace cures
sin's core disease... - MacArthur

God’s mercy says you won't have to go to hell...

because God'’s grace has paid your way & adopted
you into His heavenly family. - e

Biblical mercy is the fruit of missional grace. - e

BEing biblically merciful is BEing the golden rule. - jor

Biblical mercy is mission on display,

NOT a manipulated reward for sinful, bad behavior.
- JDP

ON A DIVINE LEVEL... mercy is the foundation of
foraiveness expressed in God's pardon of human sin.




On a human level, mercy is the compassionate treatment
of someone suffering or in need.

BEing biblically merciful implies a deep sense of empathy and
a desire to alleviate the suffering or need of another.

Mercy is described as that which “triumphs over judgment”
(Jas 2:13; compare Jas 3:17).

God’'s mercy is the quality that allows the Lord to
patiently await repentance and put off
judgment as long as possible.

Biblical mercy is genuine compassion expressed in
genuine help. It is selfless concern expressed in
selfless deeds. - MacArthur

Mercy is meeting people’s needs.

Mercy is not simply feeling compassion but showing
compassion, not only sympathizing but giving a helping hand.
Mercy is giving food to the hungry, comfort to the bereaved,
love to the rejected, forgiveness to the offender, companionship
to the lonely. It is therefore one of the loveliest and noblest of
all virtues.



God's mercy does not just forgive our tfransgressions,
but reaches to all our weakness and need.

Jesus “saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5).

“The Lord’s lovingkindnesses [mercies, KIV] indeed never cease, for
His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is God’s
faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22).

FORGIVENESS FLOWS OUT OF MERCY,
AND MERCY FLOWS OUT OF LOVE.

Mercy is the physician; love is the friend.
Mercy acts because of need; love acts because of affection,
whether there is need or not.

Mercy is reserved for times of trouble; love is constant.

THERE CAN BE NO TRUE MERCY APART FROM LOVE

Mercy deals with the symptoms, grace with the cause.

To be merciful is to bear the load for someone else.



Mercy offers relief from punishment;
grace offers pardon for the crime.
Mercy eliminates the pain; grace cures the disease,

Mercy says, “l pity you';
grace says, "l pardon you.”

IN EVERY TRUE ACT OF MERCY,
SOMEONE PAYS THE PRICE. GOD DID,
THE GOOD SAMARITAN DID, AND SO DO WE.

God’'s mercy is grounded not only in His love
but in His justice.

Pure mercy is a gift of God.

The way of mercy is the way of humility, repentance,
surrender, and holiness.

The fifth beatitude does not teach that mercy to men
brings mercy from men, but that mercy to men
brings mercy from God.



In the midst of our corrupt, ego-centered, and selfish society
that tells us to grab everything we can get, the voice of God
tells us to give everything we can give.

THE TRUE CHARACTER OF MERCY IS IN GIVING —
GIVING COMPASSION, GIVING HELP, GIVING TIME,
GIVING FORGIVENESS, GIVING MONEY, GIVING
OURSELVES.

The children of the King are merciful.

B. WHO is biblical mercy?

Jesus Christ
is the fullest, most dynamic expression of God’s mercy!

Ephesians 2:4-5

«But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with
which he loved us, seven when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ —
by grace you have been saved

His “mercy is great” 2 Samuel 24:14


https://www.bibleref.com/Ephesians/2/Ephesians-2-4.html
http://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-5.htm
https://www.bibleref.com/2-Samuel/24/2-Samuel-24-14.html

Hebrews 2:17
speaks of Jesus as our “merciful and faithful high priest.”
Christ is the supreme example of mercy and the supreme
dispenser of mercy. It is from Jesus Christ that both
redeeming and sustaining mercy come.

Jesus was merciful to everyone.
He was mercy incarnate, just as He was love incarnate.

THE ULTIMATE OUTCOME OF HIS MERCY WAS THE CROSS.

T/S: Mercy and its related terms all have 1o do
with pain, misery, and distress—with the
conseguences of sin.

C. What is NOT biblical mercy?
a. NOT cultural, manmade, moralistic mercy...

Cultural mercy is mostly self-serving (in
some sort), displays of calculated
manipulation... occasional & selective
amnesia... measured crumbs-sharing, &/or
veiled attempts at conscious cleansing. - jop

b. NOT making the broad road comfortable!



c. NOT the 1 who gives a drunk another drink!
d. NOT detached or powerless sentiment that
is unwilling or unable to help those for
whom there is sympathy.
NOT false mercy or empty superficial pity
NOT passive concern that does not help.
NOT excusing evil, nor an excuse for it!
. NOT help to rebuild a new home on old sand
NOT (never) ignore sin (but restores)!

i. Mercy thatignores is from hell.

ii. Mercy that restores is from heaven.

~ 50 ™ O

God does not give mercy for merit;

MANY PEOPLE WANT GOD’S MERCY
BUT NOT ON GOD’S TERMS.

Biblical mercy is mission on display,

NOT a manipulated reward for sinful, bad behavior.
- JDP

Biblical mercy is NOT designed to
undermine, hide, nor hinder
righteousness!

Biblical mercy NEVER lies, deceives,
or contradicts God’'s Word, will, or
ways.



Whatever does or endorses such
sinful means & manner is NOT... is
NEVER...biblical mercy! Rather, such
cultural & satanic counterfeits are
strategic assaults on human hearts!

TO EXPECT TO ENTER THE SPHERE OF GOD’S MERCY
WITHOUT REPENTING FROM OUR SIN IS BUT WISHFUL
THINKING.

And for the church to offer hope of God’s mercy apart from
repentance from sin is to offer false hope through a false
gospel.

THOSE WHO DO NOT COME TO GOD ON HIS TERMS
HAVE NO CLAIM ON HIS MERCY.

God offers nothing but merciless judgment to those who wiill
not turn from their sin to the Savior.

THE SELFISH, SELF-SATISFIED, AND SELF-RIGHTEOUS DO
NOT BOTHER TO HELP ANYONE—UNLESS THEY
THINK SOMETHING IS IN IT FOR THEM.



Abortion is the “ULTIMATE OPPOSITE” of Christ-like mercy!
More than the a lack or absence of mercy, selective abortion is
the Satan-pleasing, hellish-mirroring of mercy-less murdering of
humanity’s most vulnerable souls - literally.

Cultural & casual abortion affirms the morally unthinkable... the
barbarically evil invasion of humanity’s most sacred of spaces -
the mother’s womb. The murderous slaughter of God’s purest
forms of life (His developing image-bearers, His heart-beating
babies growing inside their mother), maddens Him as Messiah,

in part, for mocking Him & His mercy!
-JDP

[I. God's BLESSING

for they shall obtain mercy.

God is NEVER LESS THAN fair with ANYONE, but is chooses to
be MORE THAN FAIR with some... giving to them BOTH
eternally miraculous grace AND missional mercy.

In God’s mercy, He shows leniency.

Key Biblical Examples:

e Christ’s posture toward sinners



ALL of human history!
Adam & Eve

Cain

Noah

Abraham

Moses

David...

c o0 o O O O O

PsSALM 51:1 “Be gracious (hanan) to me, O God, according
to your loyal love; according to your abundant mercies
(rahamim) blot out my transgressions.”

Gomer...

Sodom & Gomorrah

Crowds...

Churches... (see Laodicean church)
Christians...

Peter & Paul...

You, me, and those we meet...

c o o o o o O

e The Good Samaritan...
o Parable of the forgiven/unforgiving debtors

The good news of the gospel is not that God winked
aft justice, glossed over sin, and compromised
righteousness. The good news is that in the shedding
of Christ's blood justice was satfisfied, sin was forgiven,
righteousness was fulfilled, and mercy was made
available. There is never an excuse for sin...



[II. God’s BUILDING

GOD HAS ALWAYS INTENDED FOR MERCY TO
CHARACTERIZE HIS PEOPLE.

The Old Testament law taught,

“You shall not harden your heart, nor close your hand from
your poor brother; but you shall freely open your hand to him,
and shall generously lend him sufficient for his need in
whatever he lacks” (Deuteronomy 15:7-8).

Like his Master, Stephen prayed for those who were taking his life,

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” (Acts 7:60).

God’s mercy prompts some to repent & return to God
2 Chr 30:9.

Augustine said,
“If | weep for the body from which the soul is
departed, should | not weep for the soul from which
God is departede”

IN LUKE’S GOSPEL, BOTH THE SAMARITAN MAN AND THE
FATHER IN THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON ARE
DESCRIBED AS FEELING AND EXPRESSING COMPASSION

(Luke 10:33 and 15:20).
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The sensitive Christian will grieve more for lost souls than
for lost bodies. Because we have experienced God’s mercy,
we are to have great concern for those who have not.

Jesus’ last words from the cross were words of mercy.

When God is involved
there will be mercy for mercy.

“If you forgive men for their transgressions,” Jesus said,
“vour heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not
forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your
transgressions’”’ (Matt. 6:14-15).

If you cannot give them a cold drop of water in hell...
you can shed for them a warm tear here... - Spurgeon

Men are NOT naturally merciful... we are NOT born merciful...
and mercy that is motivated by man'’s selfish mannerisms

is NOT really mercy... in reality, it’'s manipulation.
-JDP

When the good Samaritan bound up the wounds of
the man who had been beaten and robbed, he
showed mercy. When he took him to the inn and
paid for his lodging until he was well, he showed

grace. His mercy relieved the pain; his grace
provided for healing.



The Bible beckons Christians “to love mercy” (Micah
6:8) and “be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke
6:36). Believers must show the same mercy and compassion
toward one another that God demonstrates toward them
(Zechariah 7:9; Matthew 5:7; 18:33-35; Colossians
3:12; James 2:12-13; 1 Peter 3:9).

Allowing one’s fields to be gleaned was merciful... NOTE:

while mercy & charity can go together, so can mercy &
hard work. REMEMBER 2 Timothy 3:16-17 & Matthew
10:16 (amongst others)... Mercy does not abrogate

stewardship principles, it exemplifies them.
-JDP

F

On

*** See Romans 12 as MERCY chapter!


https://www.bibleref.com/Micah/6/Micah-6-8.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Micah/6/Micah-6-8.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Luke/6/Luke-6-36.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Luke/6/Luke-6-36.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Zechariah/7/Zechariah-7-9.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Matthew/5/Matthew-5-7.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Matthew/18/Matthew-18-33.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Colossians/3/Colossians-3-12.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Colossians/3/Colossians-3-12.html
https://www.bibleref.com/James/2/James-2-12.html
https://www.bibleref.com/1-Peter/3/1-Peter-3-9.html

Titus 3:4-7, ONE OF THE BEST DESCRIPTIONS OF GOD’S
MERCY AS REVEALED IN JESUS CHRIST: “But when the
kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not

because of righteous things we had done, but because of his
mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal
by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through
Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace,
we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.”

T/S:

“Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been
prepared for the devil and his angels; for | was hungry, and you gave
Me nothing to eat; | was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; |
was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not
clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.” When they say,
“‘Lord, when did we see You hungry,’ ... He will answer them, saying,
‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least
of these, you did not do it to Me’ ” (Matt. 25:41-45).

REVIEW:

Paul characterizes godless men as unrighteous, wicked,
greedy, evil, envious, murderous, deceitful, malicious,
gossiping, slanderous, haters of God, insolent, arrogant,
boastful, disobedient... without understanding, untrustworthy,
and unloving. The climaxing evil of that long list, however, is
being unmerciful... (Rom. 1:29-31)

Biblical mercy finds necessary the missional needs
of others. -jpr



https://www.bibleref.com/Titus/3/Titus-3-4.html

Biblical mercy finds & meets the missional needs of
others. -jpr

Biblical mercy is the missional fruit of righteousness. - jor

The biblically merciful are God’s missional medics... -jpr

For those who hunger & thirst after righteousness, the
sharing of biblical mercy becomes their sweet expression
of appreciation to their holy Host & Almighty Chef -
Christ Jesus! -jpp

God’s merciful missionaries are His family’s first-
responders in this fallen world (cf. 1 John 3:18). -or

Biblical mercy is the flower that is, in reality, a bouquet of
Christ-like stems & pedals. -jpr

CLOSE:

“The merciful man does himself good,
but the cruel man does himself harm”
(Prov. 11:17).



VIDEO: Mercy & Monet

Looking at and understanding biblical mercy is like gazing upon and trying to step
inside a Claude Monet, impressionist masterpiece...

I say that for a couple of reasons. First, Monet’s work epitomizes & symbolizes the
Mount Everest of man’s ability to mirror God’s created beauty... To that end, Monet’s
artist treasures came through his unique ability to capture color and light, creating
collective tapestries of both simplicity and complexity - all through the precise
placement and nuanced shading of everyday colors.

The other reason why I pair (and compare) God’s mercy with Monet’s paintings is
because/that while we can clearly grasp the gist of his canvas from a distance, the closer
you get to Monet’s work (and God’s mercy), the more you come to respect and appreciate
its genius...

This is, in part, why I say: “Monet’s timeless capture and sharing of his garden’s
treasures, his garden’s glorification of God... inspires Christian contemplation and a
paralleling perspective when it comes to biblical mercy... In so much as it reveals, for all
time, that the truly merciful missionaries are The Church - those who truly, biblically,
and missionally embody a majestic reflection of our Lord & Messiah - Jesus The Christ.

You see, in both cases, those being touched tend to grow in their appreciation of
what they see - a kaleidoscope of harmonizing brilliance. As Monet’s broken colors unite
to tell a single story, so it is with Christ’s merciful missionaries who witness to and thru
the application of righteous fruit - namely, biblical mercy. With Monet’s masterpieces &
God’s miraculous mercy, there exists a powerful potential to mesmerize and potentially
transform onlookers... Amidst all the similarities previously mentioned, there is an
eternal difference in need of noting... Monet’s impact, for all his efforts, will at best
create a temporary fan. By contrast, God and His mercy creates an eternal family of
faithful followers.

BE-ing merciful is
BE-ing missional passion in action. _me

PRAYER



STUDY NOTES:

<4 Matthew 5:7 »

Text Analysis

Go to Parallel Greek

Strong's Greek English Morphology

3107 [e] MO(K&Q oL Blessed [are] Adj-NMP
makarioi

3588 [e] oL the Art-NMP
hoi

1655 [e] e Agﬁl HLOVEG, merciful, Adj-NMP
eleémones

3754 [e] Ot for Conj
hoti

846 [e] avTol they PPro-NM3P
autoi

1653 [e] é}\grl eﬁ ooVTaL | Will receive mercy. V-FIP-3P
eleethesontai

< 1655. eleémoén »

Strong's Lexicon
eleémoén: Merciful
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Original Word: €éAer|wv

Part of Speech: Adjective

Transliteration: eleémoén

Pronunciation: el-eh-ay'-mone

Phonetic Spelling: (el-eh-ay'-mone)

Definition: Merciful

Meaning: full of pity, merciful, compassionate.

Word Origin: Derived from the Greek verb éleéw (eleed), meaning "to have mercy" or "to show
compassion."

Corresponding Greek / Hebrew Entries: - H2617 (797, chesed) - Often translated as
"lovingkindness" or "mercy."

- H7355 (an7, racham) - Meaning "to have compassion" or "to show mercy."

usage: The term | €l€€moOn'"' is used to describe someone
who is compassionate and merciful, showing
kindness and forgiveness to others. It reflects a
character trait mais

deeply valued in Christian teachings, emphasizing the
importance of mercy as a reflection of
God's own nature.

Cultural and Historical Background: In th€ (Greco-Roman world,
mercy was often seen as a weakness, contrasting
with the Christian view that elevates mercy as a
divine attribute.




THE EARLY CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY,
INFLUENCED BY JEWISH TEACHINGS,
UNDERSTOOD MERCY AS A FUNDAMENTAL
ASPECT OF GOD'S RELATIONSHIP
WITH HUMANITY.

This understanding was countercultural,
as it called believers to act with compassion and
forgiveness, even towards enemies.

HELPS Word-studies

elesmon—- MERCIFUL, ACTING CONSISTENTLY
WITH THE REVELATION OF
GOD'S COVENANT. scc 1656 (cleos).

NAS Exhaustive Concordance

Word Origin

from eleed
Definition
merciful

NASB Translation
merciful (2).


https://biblehub.com/greek/1656.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1653.htm

Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 1655: éAenuawv

ey, éAenuov, mercitul: IVIAtthew 5:7; Hebrews 2:17.
(From Homer, Odyssey 5, 191 on; the Sept..)

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance

merciful.

From eleeo; compassionate (actively) -- merciful.

see GREEK ce¢leco

Englishman's Concordance

Matthew 5:7 Adj-NMP

GRK: pakaguot ot éAenpoveg 6Tt avtol

NAS: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
KJV: Blessed [are] the merciful: for they

INT: Blessed the merciful for they

Hebrews 2:17 Adj-NMS

GRK: dpoiwOnvat tva EAeUwv yévntat kat
NAS: that He might become a merciful and faithful
KJV: he might be a merciful and

INT: to be made like that a merciful he might be and

Strong's Greek 1655
2 Occurrences

< 1653. eleed »
Strong's Lexicon

eleed: To have mercy, to show compassion, to be merciful.


https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/5-7.htm
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https://biblehub.com/text/matthew/5-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/abbrev.htm
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http://biblehub.com/nas/matthew/5.htm
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https://biblehub.com/greek/1655.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/strongs_1655.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1652.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1654.htm

Original Word: éA€€w

Part of Speech: Verb

Transliteration: cleed

Pronunciation: el-eh-eh'-o

Phonetic Spelling: (el-eh-eh'-0)

Definition: To have mercy, to show compassion, to be merciful.
Meaning: I pity, have mercy on.

Word Origin: Derived from &\eog (eleos), meaning "mercy" or "compassion."

Corresponding Greek / Hebrew Entries: - 117 (chanan) - Strong's Hebrew 2603: To be gracious,
show favor.

- 077 (racham) - Strong's Hebrew 7355: To have compassion, to love deeply.

usage: THE VERB "ELEEO" IS USED IN THE
NEW TESTAMENT TO EXPRESS THE ACT
OF SHOWING MERCY OR COMPASSION
TOWARDS SOMEONE.

It oftenlMPLlES A DEEP SENSE OF EMPATHY
AND A DESIRE TO ALLEVIATE THE
SUFFERING OR NEED OF ANOTHER.

This term is frequently used in the context of divine
mercy, where God or Jesus extends
compassion to humanity.

Cultural and Historical Background: In the Greco-Roman world, mercy was not
always considered a virtue, as strength and power were often more highly valued.



However, in Jewish and Christian thought, mercy is a central
attribute of God and a key ethical principle.

The concept of mercy in the Bible is deeply rooted in the
covenant relationship between God and His people,
where God’s mercy is seen as an expression of
His steadfast love and faithfulness.

HELPS Word-studies

Cognate: 1653 eleso-TO SHOW MERCY AS GOD DEFINES
IT, i AS IT ACCORDS WITH HIS TRUTH

(covenant) which expresses "God's covenant-loyalty-mercy" (i.e. acting only on His
ferms). See 1656 (eleos).

NAS Exhaustive Concordance

Word Origin

from eleos

Definition

to have pity or mercy on, to show mercy

NASB Translation

found mercy (1), had mercy (4), has mercy (2), have mercy (15), mercy (1), receive mercy (1),
received mercy (3), show mercy (1), shown mercy (3), shows mercy (1).

Thayer's Greek Lexicon
STRONGS NT 1653: éAeaw

€AeAw, adopted for the more common éAnw (which see) by L T Tr WH in Romans
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9: 1 6 and J“de 1 :23 (also by WH Tr marginal reading in 22);
(Pl‘OVCI‘bS 2 1 :26 Vat.; 4 Macc. 9:3 variant; Clement of Rome, 1 COI‘.

13 :2 [ETT; Polycarp, ad Philip. 2, 2 [ET]). Cf. Winers Grammar, 85 (82); Buttmann, 57
(50); (Mullach, p. 252; WHs Appendix, p. 166; Tdf. Proleg., p. 122).

STRONGS NT 1653: eéAnwéAnw, éAcw; future éAerjow; 1 aorist NAENOQ;
passive, 1 aorist )Aer}O1v; 1 future EéAenOrjoopa; perfect participle NAenEVOC;
(¢A€0c); from Homer down; the Sept. most frequently for 377 to be gracious, also for Q7 to
have mercy; several times for ]77_373 to spare, and 071 to console; to have mercy

on: TLVo (Winer's Grammar, § 32, 1 b. ot.), to succor one afflicted or seeking aid, Matthew
9:27; Matthew 15:22; Matthew 17:15; Matthew 18:33; Matthew 20:30; Mark 5:19 (here, by

zeugma (Winer's Grammar, § 66, 2 ¢.), the 00« is brought over with an adverbial force
(Winers Grammar, 463 (431f), how); f; Luke 16:24; Luke 17:13; Luke 18:38; Philippians
2:27; Jude 1:22 Rec.; absolutely to succor the afflicted, to bring help to the wretched (A.

V. to show merey), Romans 12:8; PASS1Ve t0 experience (A.

V. obtain) mercy, Matthew 5:7. Specifically, of
God granting even to the unworthy favor, benefits,
opportunities, and particularly salvation by Christ:

Romans 9:15, 16 R G (see eéAeaw), Romans
9:18; Romans 11:32; passive, Romans 11:30; 1
Corinthians 7:25; 2 Corinthians 4:1; 1 Timothy
1:13,16:; 1 Peter 2:10.

[SYNONYMS: éAnw, oixteipw: éAnw, to feel sympathy with the misery of another, especially such
sympathy as manifests itself in act, less frequent in word; whereas oixteipw denotes the inward

feeling of compassion which abides in the heart. A criminal begs éAcoc of his judge,; but hopeless
suffering is often the object of oixTippoc. Schmidt, chapter 143. On the other hand, Fritzsche
(Commentary on Romans, vol. ii., p. 315) makes olxteipw and its derivatives the stronger

terms: ¢Anw, the generic word for the feeling excited by another's misery; oikteipw the same,
especially when it calls (or is suited to call) out exclamations and tears.]


https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/9-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/jude/1-23.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/proverbs/21-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/9-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/9-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/15-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/17-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/18-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/20-30.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/mark/5-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/16-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/17-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/18-38.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/philippians/2-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/philippians/2-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/jude/1-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/12-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/5-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/9-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/9-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/9-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/11-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/11-30.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_corinthians/7-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_corinthians/7-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/4-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_timothy/1-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_timothy/1-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_peter/2-10.htm

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance

have compassion, show mercy.

From eleos; TO COMPASSIONATE (BY WORD OR
DEED, SPECIALLY, BY DIVINE GRACE) - have

compassion (pity on), have (obtain, receive, shew) mercy (on).

see GREEK eleos

Englishman's Concordance

Matthew 5:7 V-FIP-3P

GRK: 6Tt avtol €AenOrjoovral

NAS: are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
KJV: for they shall obtain mercy.

INT: for they will receive mercy

Matthew 9:27 V-AMA-2S

GRK: kat Aéyovteg 'EAénoov 1uag viog
NAS: Him, crying out, Have mercy on us, Son
KJV: [Thou] Son of David, have mercy on us.
INT: and saying Have mercy on us Son

Matthew 15:22 V-AMA-2S

GRK: &éxpalev Aéyovoa ' EAENOOV pe KUQLE
NAS: out, saying, Have mercy on me, Lord,
KJV: saying, Have mercy on me,

INT: cried saying Have mercy on me master

Matthew 17:15 V-AMA-2S

GRK: Aéywv Koote éAénoov pov tov
NAS: Lord, have mercy on my son,

KJV: Lord, have mercy on my son:

INT: saying master Have mercy on my

Matthew 18:33 V-ANA

GRK: kat ¢ ¢éAenoat 1oV oUVOOLAGY
NAS: you not also have had mercy

KJV: also have had compassion on thy

INT: also you to have pitied the fellow servant
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Matthew 18:33 V-AIA-1S

GRK: k&yw 0¢ NAénoa

NAS: have had mercy on your fellow slave,
KJV: as | had pity on thee?

INT: also | you had pitied

Matthew 20:30 V-AMA-2S

GRK: Aéyovteg Kigle EAénoov 1pag viog
NAS: out, Lord, have mercy on us, Son

KJV: saying, Have mercy on us,

INT: saying Lord Have mercy on us Son

Matthew 20:31 V-AMA-2S

GRK: Aéyovteg Kigle EAénoov 1uag viog
NAS: Son of David, have mercy on us!

KJV: saying, Have mercy on us,

INT: saying Lord Have mercy on us Son

Mark 5:19 V-AIA-3S

GRK: memoinkev kat NAénNoév oe

NAS: has done for you, and [how] He had mercy on you.
KJV: and hath had compassion on thee.

INT: did and had mercy on you

Mark 10:47 V-AMA-2S

GRK: Aavid Tnoov éAénoov pe

NAS: Son of David, have mercy on me!

KJV: [thou] Son of David, have mercy on me.
INT: of David Jesus have mercy on me

Mark 10:48 V-AMA-2S

GRK: Yie Aavid éAénoov ue

NAS: Son of David, have mercy on me!

KJV: [Thou] Son of David, have mercy on me.
INT: Son of David have mercy on me

Luke 16:24 V-AMA-2S

GRK: ITateo APoadu EAénoov e kal

NAS: Abraham, have mercy on me, and send

KJV: Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
INT: Father Abraham have compassion on me and

Luke 17:13 V-AMA-2S
GRK: Tnoov émiotata EAénoov 1Uag
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NAS: Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!
KJV: Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.
INT: Jesus Master have compassion on us

Luke 18:38 V-AMA-2S

GRK: vig Aav(d eEAENCOV pe

NAS: Son of David, have mercy on me!

KJV: [thou] Son of David, have mercy on me.
INT: Son of David have mercy on me

Luke 18:39 V-AMA-2S

GRK: Yie Aavid éAénoov ue

NAS: Son of David, have mercy on me!

KJV: [Thou] Son of David, have mercy on me.
INT: Son of David have mercy on me

Romans 9:15 V-FIA-1S

GRK: yap Aéyel EAerjow 6V av

NAS: to Moses, | WILL. HAVE MERCY

KJV: to Moses, | will have mercy on whom

INT: indeed he says | will show mercy to whom anyhow

Romans 9:15 V-PSA-1S

GRK: OV v €éAe@ Kal OIKTIONOW

NAS: | WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM

KJV: whom | will have mercy, and

INT: whom anyhow / show mercy and | will feel compassion on

Romans 9:16 V-PPA-GMS

GRK: aAA& tOU éAewvTog Oeov
NAS: but on God who has mercy.
KJV: but of God that sheweth mercy.
INT: but on whom shows mercy God

Romans 9:18 V-PIA-3S

GRK: Ov OéAeL éAdeetl OV O¢

NAS: So then He has mercy on whom

KJV: Therefore hath he mercy on whom

INT: to whom he wants he shows mercy whom however

Romans 11:30 V-AIP-2P
GRK: vov d¢ NAenOnte ) ToUTWV
NAS: but now have been shown mercy because of their disobedience,
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KJV: now obtained mercy through
INT: now however have been shown mercy the of these

Romans 11:31 V-ASP-3P

GRK: avtol vov éAenOwotv

NAS: may now be shown mercy.

KJV: they also may obtain mercy.

INT: they now might have mercy shown [them]

Romans 11:32 V-ASA-3S

GRK: tovg mavtag éAenon

NAS: so that He may show mercy to all.
KJV: that he might have mercy upon all.
INT: all he might show mercy to

Romans 12:8 V-PPA-NMS

GRK: omtovdn) 0 éAdewv €v iAaotnTL

NAS: with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
KJV: diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with

INT: earnestness he that shows mercy with cheerfulness

1 Corinthians 7:25 V-RPM/P-NMS

GRK: didwpL wg NAenpévog OO KLELoL

NAS: an opinion as one who by the mercy of the Lord
KJV: as one that hath obtained mercy of

INT: | give as having received mercy from [the] Lord

2 Corinthians 4:1 V-AIP-1P

GRK: tavtnv kaOws NAeNOnuev ovk EyKakKoLUEVY
NAS: ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart,
KJV: as we have received mercy, we faint

INT: this as we received mercy not we faint

Strong's Greek 1653
32 Occurrences

Lexham Theological Wordbook

Mercy and Compassion


https://biblehub.com/kjvs/romans/11.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/11-30.htm
https://biblehub.com/text/romans/11-31.htm
https://biblehub.com/abbrev.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/11.htm
http://biblehub.com/nas/romans/11.htm
https://biblehub.com/kjvs/romans/11.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/11-31.htm
https://biblehub.com/text/romans/11-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/abbrev.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/11.htm
http://biblehub.com/nas/romans/11.htm
https://biblehub.com/kjvs/romans/11.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/11-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/text/romans/12-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/abbrev.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/12.htm
http://biblehub.com/nas/romans/12.htm
https://biblehub.com/kjvs/romans/12.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/12-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/text/1_corinthians/7-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/abbrev.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_corinthians/7.htm
http://biblehub.com/nas/1_corinthians/7.htm
https://biblehub.com/kjvs/1_corinthians/7.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_corinthians/7-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/text/2_corinthians/4-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/abbrev.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/4.htm
http://biblehub.com/nas/2_corinthians/4.htm
https://biblehub.com/kjvs/2_corinthians/4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/4-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1653.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/strongs_1653.htm

Mercy and compassion denote care, concern, and empathetic
feeling for another person.

In the Bible, mercy and compassion are most perfectly
demonstrated and characterized by God’s own merciful and
loving care for his people, and in particular by the gift of
mercy through Jesus Christ.

Concept Summary

In the OT, several Hebrew roots are central to the semantic domain of
mercy and compassion: ann (rhm, “compassion”); 111 (hnn, “grace”); 90
(hamal, “pity”); 701 (hsd, “loves”); anl (nhm, “have compassion”). The
verb om7 (raham, “to be merciful”) and the words 202 (rahamim,
“compassion”) and 217 (rahdm, “compassionate”) tend to refer to
displays of compassion (e.g., Isa 14:1; Exod 33:19). The verb 111 (hanan,
“to show grace”) and its related terms refer to divine or human gracious
acts that help people in need (e.g., Num 6:25; Deut 7:2). The Hebrew
verb Ynn (hamal, “to have pity”) often means taking pity on someone
and sparing them from something. The verb a1l (naham, “to comfort,
show compassion”) can also indicate the experience of feeling pity or
compassion (Judg 21:6). Finally, the Hebrew term 7077 (hesed, “mercy”)
frequently describes Yahweh’s covenant faithfulness and his merciful
love for his people.

Regarding mercy and compassion in the NT, the verbs é\ecw (eleeo,
“to have mercy”) and é\edw (elead, “to have mercy”), along with the
substantival form €Aeoc (eleos, “mercy”), explicitly refer to mercy. Other
Greek terms related to the concepts of mercy and compassion include
the verb ommAayyxvitopal (splagchnizomai, “to have compassion”) and the



related noun omAdyxvov (splagchnon, “compassion”); and oiktipw
(oiktiro, “to have compassion”) and the related noun oiktipuog
(oiktirmos, “compassion”) and adjective oiktippwv (oiktirmon,
“compassionate”).

Theological Overview

Compassion and mercy are abiding attributes of
God (e.g., Pss 86:17; 145:8-9). Because God
requires his people to emulate his holiness (Lev
20:26), he commands mercy in his law (e.g., Deut

15:7_11), and divine wisdom teaches mercy and compassion (e.g., Prov 14:21; 28:27).

According to Scripture, God’s mercy and compassion cannot be earned by human beings.

Instead,

GOD BESTOWS MERCY UPON WHOMEVER HE
CHOOSES AND ACCORDING TO HIS
PREROGATIVE (E.G., ExoD 33:19; RoM 9:15).

In the Bible, God’s people experience his mercy after they have
engaged in periods of sinful activity, disobedience, or
complacency (e.g., Hos 2:14-20; Joel 2:12-13; Jonah 4:2; Matt
15:22; 18:33).

In many of these cases,
God’s mercy prompts individuals to



repent and return to God
(e.g., 2 Chr 30:9).

Many of the references to mercy and compassion in the ot are pleas to God to show mercy
out of his loving kindness and covenantal faithfulness. For example, the psalmist pleads with

God: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast
love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my

transgressions” (Psa 51:1 esv; compare Pss 25:6; 69:16; 123:3; Isa 63:7; Jer 42:9;
Dan 9:17).

In Deuteronomy 4:31, Moses promises the people of Israel
that God will keep his covenant with them because he is a
merciful God (compare Rom 9-11).

In the NT, the Gospels present
compassion and mercy as
fundamental characteristics of the

mission and message of Jesus
(e.g., Matt 5:7; 9:27; Luke 10:37; 18:38-39).

THE NT ALSO TEACHES THAT MERCY
IS FOUNDATIONAL TO SALVATION IN
CHRIST (.c., RoMm 9:15—18: EPH 2:4—5:; TITUS 3:5).




as a result, Delievers may confidently approach God
“to receive mercy and find grace” in times of need
(Heb 4:16).

The NT authors repeatedly affirm mercy as a common virtue that Christians should practice
among the community of faith (e.g., Matt 5:7; Luke 6:36; Rom 12:8; 2 Cor 6:12; 7:15; Phil 2:1;
Col 3:12; Jude 22, 23; Heb 10:34).

Lexical Information

Old Testament

Q77 (raham). vb. to be merciful, to have compassion. Describes the act of bestowing mercy or
compassion, and can be used to plead for mercy or compassion.

The verb raham commonly describes the mercy and
compassion of Yahweh (Isa 54:8; Jer 30:18) in accordance
with his covenant promises (Deut 13:17; 2 Kgs 13:23).

God’'s mercy is the quality that allows him
to patiently await repentance and put
off judament as long as possible.

However, without repentance, judgment is inevitable.

PASSAGES DESCRIBING GOD’S WRATH
OFTEN FRAME IT IN TERMS OF GOD NO
LONGER HAVING MERCY OR COMPASSION
FOR HIS PEOPLE BECAUSE OF THEIR

CONTINUED SINFULNESS
(e.g., Isa 27:11; Jer 13:14; 21:7; Hos 1:6; 2:4).



Proverbs 28:13 expresses this connection between repentance and God’s mercy
when it declares: “He who conceals his transgression will
not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes will
obtain mercy.”

Likewise, according to Isa 55:7, the wicked person must “forsake his way” and the unrighteous
person must forsake “his thoughts” in order to receive the merciful response of the Lord. The
verb is often used by people who are inquiring of God and making pleas to him for mercy (Hab
3:2; Dan 2:18).

2w (rahamim). n. masc. pl. mercy, compassion. Indicates the
character and quality of people and actions which are compassionate or
merciful.

The word rahdmim is used to express the covenant faithfulness of God’s character through
his bestowal of mercy (rahdmim) and compassion on his people according to “the abundance

of his loyal love (TQ7], hesed)” (Isa 63:7; compare Psa 69:16). Additionally, the word occurs in
instances in which people are voicing pleas, hopes, or wishes for mercy from God for themselves
and others (e.g., Gen 43:14; Deut 13:17; Neh 1:11; Pss 51:1; 145:9). Less frequently, it appears
in reference to those who do not have mercy, such as the wicked, whose so-called “compassion”
is referred to as “cruel” (Prov 12:10), and the Chaldeans, who showed no mercy to the people of
God (Isa 47:6).

2y (rahidm). adj. masc. sg. merciful, gracious,
compassionate. Describes the quality or character of a
merciful or compassionate person or being.

The word rahdm is used in Exod 34:6 as Yahweh passes before Moses and says: “Yahweh,
Yahweh, God, who is compassionate (rahdim) and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding with
loyal love and faithfulness” (compare Psa 145:8; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2).



Deuteronomy 4:31refers to Yahweh as a
“compassionate (rahiim) God” who will not
“abandon” or “destroy” his covenant people.

121 _(hdnan). vb. to show favor, to be gracious, to have
mercy. Describes the activity of showing favor, grace or
mercy.

THIS VERB OPENS DAVID’S PRAYER OF
REPENTANCE IN PSA 51.“Be gracious (hanan)
to me, O God, according to your loyal love; according
to your abundant mercies (rahamim) blot out my
transgressions”(Psa 51:1).

The mercy of God is founded on his
covenantal “loyal love” (lesed ).

Other examples of pleas for mercy to God occur in Pss 30:8, 10; 57:1. THE VERB
IS ALSO USED IN SEVERAL PLEAS FOR MERCY
THAT ARE DIRECTED NOT TOWARD GOD, BUT
TOWARD OTHER HUMAN BEINGS, SUCH AS IN
JoB 19:21.

19377 (handn). adj. masc. sg. EFACIOWUS. Describes the quality or character of a gracious and
compassionate person or being.




The adjective handn occurs 13 times in the oT, always as an attribute of God. The word is

often combined with D77 (rahidm) to form the pair “gracious and merciful” in reference to God
(e.g., Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2; compare Exod 34:6 and Psa 86:15).

10D (tahdnan). n. masc. pl. pleas for IMEIrCV. Rrefers to entreaties or pleas for

mercy.

Occurring 18 times in the oT, this word refers to pleas for mercy made to other people or to
God. Pleas to God for mercy can be seen in Jer 31:9 and Psa 28:2, 6, while pleas directed to
others appear in Prov 18:23 and Job 40:2-7.

onn (hamal). vb. tO Pity, have compassion oN. pescrives the activity of

having pity, compassion, or mercy on someone.

This verb appears 40 times in the Hebrew Bible and can refer to God having pity on his people
(e.g. Judg 2:18; Pss 72:13; 102:13; Isa 49:10; 63:9; Joel 2:18) or express situations in which
human beings have pity on other people (e.g., Exod 2:6; 1 Sam. 23:21). On other occasions, the
verb is used to describe how God will refrain from showing pity on various peoples because of
their sinfulness (Ezek 5:11; 7:4, 9; 8:18; 9:5, 10; Jer 13:14; 20:16; Zech 11:6; Lam 2:17).

Qi (naham). vb. to have CompaSSion. Describes the act of feeling regret,

offering comfort, or having compassion.

In the passive verbal stems Niphal or Hithpael, the verb naham may refer to people or God
having compassion on others. For example, the Israelites have compassion (ndham) on the tribe
of Benjamin (Judg 21:6, 15). In Psalm 90:13, the psalmist cries out to God to have compassion
(naham) on his servants, echoing the statement of Deut 32:36 that Yahweh will “have
compassion (naham) on his servants, when he sees that their power is gone” (esv). Psalm 135:14
reflects the same assurance that Yahweh will “have compassion (nGham) on his servants” (Esv).

7077 (hesed). n. masc. |0va| |Ove, IMEVIrCV. refers to feelings of loyalty and love that

motivate merciful and compassionate behavior toward a person.

The term hesed indicates an essential part of God’s character. When he appears to Moses,
God describes himself as abounding in hesed (Exod 34:6—7). His hesed is closely associated with
his covenant love for Israel. In Exodus 20:6, God says that he shows hesed to those who love and
obey Him (compare Deut 5:10). This description is echoed throughout the ot (Neh 1:5; Dan 9:4;
Jer 32:18). God’s hesed is often described as an aspect of his mercy or compassion. In appealing
to God to pardon the sins of the people, Moses appeals to God’s hesed (Num 14:18-19; compare
Neh 9:17).

New Testament




anetw (elees). vo. tO0 have mercy, to have compassion.!!"#9
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used to describe displays of mercy and compassion by God and humans.

This verb appears throughout the NT, where it often means to have pity or show compassion
to someone in difficult circumstances.

I"H$YH#&'&Y6 ()% (*+%(,%-./-0" (% 1,/%&),2-.3%)-+%+"*0.
7789::%97;%9<=%7%>,*%?8<@=%<%>,*%A87=%7%B-

B)'%1,&F $&%#&% %%00,.G'4%G"*- #&%F',F$'%+"H-.3¢
(,%1'&#&% 5'E3E;% J"'"K% 7@8<<=% 7787 @=% 7 MpAS-9%iN
/L89MIODE

Paul uses !"l!# in his citation of Exod 33:19 (LxX) to express God’s divine prerogative to show
mercy: “l will have mercy on whom | will have mercy” (Rom 9:15; compare Rom 9:18).
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The related verb &Aedw (I"1$#; “to have mercy”) appears four times in the
I" —twice in Romans and twice in Jude—and is synonymous
with the verb éAcéw (eleed). In Romans, it refers to people
having mercy (Rom 12:8) and to the electing and saving God
having mercy that is not contingent on “human will or
exertion” (Rom 9:16).



In Jude, the verb appears as part of the letter’s exhortation to
believers to show mercy to people who doubt and are in
danger of eternal judgment (Jude 22-23).

g\eog (eleos). n. masc. mercy, compassion. %!&!"()*+)*,1)-,$'$-*1'$./)01$"2*3) +&) 4!-3) $./)
-+45%((2+.6
In the NT, this noun functions in a similar manner as it does in the Septuagint, where it

describes an attribute of the character of God. For example, LUke 1:50' "#$#O/
#&SH!'()*+,"-1.%/011 2" 3*/1 #&*" %! 4 88 $/! &2.1 25!

7%5%/$8*5l(9mpare Luke 1:54, 72, 78; Rom 15:9; Eph 2:4; Titus 3:5; 1 Pet 2:10).
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of mercy, the NT describes merciful actions and words of various people.

For example,
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Elsewhere,

Mercy Is described as that which

Qriumphs over judgment O
(Jas 2:13; compare Jas 3:17).
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onAayyxvifopau (splanchnizomai). vb. to have
compassion, pity, deep empathy.
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This verb is often used in the NTto describe
Jesus having compassion on various
PEO D|e (e.0.. Matt 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; Mark 6:34; 8:2; 9:22; Luke 7:13; 15:20).

In Luke's Gospel, both the Samaritan man
and the father in the parable of the
Prodigal Son are described as feeling
and expressing compassion
(Luke 10:33 and 15:20 ).




ontAayyxvov (splanchnon). n. neut. compassion, affection.
Expresses metaphorically the concept and experiences of
empathy, mercy, and compassion through the use of a word

that LITERALLY REFERS TO THE INNER PARTS AND
BOWELS OF A HUMAN BEING OR ANIMAL.

This term literally refers to the inner parts and bowels of a person or animal. When used in

its metaphorical sense, (5"$.-,.+. REPRESENTS THE IDEAS OF
DEEP FEELING, EMPATHY, AND COMPASSION.
IN THE NT, THE WORD REFERS BOTH TO THE
“TENDER MERCY OF GoD” (LUKE 1:78) AND
TO THE AFFECTIONS AND COMPASSIONS THAT
ARE REQUIRED OF THE COMMUNITY OF GOD’S
PEOPLE (E.G., 2 COR 6:12; 7:15; PHIL 2:1,
CcoL 3:12; 1 JOHN 3.1 7).
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oiktipuac (oiktirmos).%E% +"&Odovhpassion, care, concern.
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The #$ uses the noun +289'4+(to describe the character and merciful
acts of God (Luke 6:36; Rom 12:1; 2 Cor 1:3; Jas 5:11). in philippians

2:1, Paul bases his exhortation to the believers on their experience of affection and compassion
among one another.
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https://www.bibleref.com/Ephesians/2/Ephesians-2-4.html
https://www.bibleref.com/2-Samuel/24/2-Samuel-24-14.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Daniel/9/Daniel-9-9.html

Mercy is revealed in the actions God takes
to relieve suffering and demonstrate
His faithfulness and steadfast love.

MERCY IS SUCH AN EXCEPTIONALLY
COMPLEX CONCEPT THAT SEVERAL HEBREW
AND GREEK WORDS ARE USED TO EXPRESS
THE DIMENSIONS OF ITS MEANING.!

Synonyms like...)

ENl "#$%&&"(

=1) "*(+,'(-(.&&

I %*"0
2112.%-3%8&245".

...0ften appear in Bible translations to
illustrate the idea of mercy.

A brief biblical definition!#s !

Mercy is the gift of GodOs
undeserved kindness & compassion.
-

!
On a human level, mercy is the benevolent or compassionate
treatment of someone suffering or in need.!



https://www.gotquestions.org/He-who-promised-is-faithful.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/steadfast-love-of-the-Lord-never-ceases.html

Mercy is an atfitude that moves us to act
on behalf of the unfortunate.

ON A DIVINE LEVEL...
MERCY IS THE FOUNDATION OF FORGIVENESS
EXPRESSED IN GOD’S PARDON OF HUMAN SIN.
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30:1-6; Isaiah 14:1; Romans 9:15-16, 23; Ephesians 2:4-9).

When God revealed Himself to Moses, He emphasized the prominence of His mercy:
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In GodOs mercy, He shows leniency.

M"#$%&" ()*+#,-. %+ " &HOL(/#+%.."1+#"2" #&'(-3'#H& " 4A#*"+"12"#%&5

"H$%6& Yo (JH*o+*,-$%. , */(0%()#% 18 1%")$¢
$3,.9/).45,$,5(%)*%-6-'1)'%$3,.%7)*,8,*9¢
:3-$%6-%0+*-/&)#2%-'1%. *I& T#5%:)1%()#%

(Nehemiah 9:31, NLT).!



https://www.bibleref.com/Deuteronomy/30/Deuteronomy-30-1.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Deuteronomy/30/Deuteronomy-30-1.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Isaiah/14/Isaiah-14-1.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Romans/9/Romans-9-15.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Romans/9/Romans-9-23.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Ephesians/2/Ephesians-2-4.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Exodus/34/Exodus-34-6.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Nehemiah/9/Nehemiah-9-31.html

GOD’S MERCY ALSO CAUSES HIM TO GIVE
GOOD GIFTS TO THOSE WHO ARE
UNDESERVING:

“Because of God’s tender mercy, the morning light

from heaven is about to break upon us” ez-8"#95:.<#
=7>?@%hus, mercy is related to grace.

Jesus Christ is the fullest, most dynamic expression of
God’s mercy#;87*&%-) &#<20NB

In His earthly ministry, Jesus
demonstrated compassion and mercy for the helpless
and suffering#C-//[7*9#D=EFEH>=HE&I|=E>E-3J#
F=E&K, J*#| =HEB
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God’s mercy not only forgives & saves us
but also withholds the punishment we deserveB

2

The Bible beckons Christians “to love mercy” (Micah 6:8) and “be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36). Believers must
show the same mercy and compassion toward one another that God

demonstrates toward them (Zechariah 7:9; Matthew 5:7; 18:33-

35; Colossians 3:12; James 2:12-13: 1 Peter 3:9). Mercy is also
pronounced as a greeting and a blessing on God’s people (1
Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:16-18; 2 John 3; Jude 1:2, 21).

MacArthur N.T. Commentary: Matthew
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Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. (s:7)

The first four beatitudes deal entirely with inner
principles, principles of the heart and mind.

They are concerned with the way we see ourselves before God. THE LAST

FOUR ARE OUTWARD MANIFESTATIONS o

those attitudes.

Those who in poverty of spirit recognize their need of
mercy are led to show mercy to others (v. 7).

Those who mourn over their sin are led to purity of
heart (v. 8).

Those who are meek always seek to make peace (v. 9).

And those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are
never unwilling to pay the price of being persecuted for
righteousness’ sake (v. 10).

The concept of mercy is seen throughout Scripture, from the Fall to
the consummation of history at the return of Christ.



Mercy is a desperately needed gift of God’s providential and
redemptive work on behalf of sinners—and the Lord requires His people
to follow His example by extending mercy to others.

To discover its essence we will look at three basic aspects of mercy: its meaning, its source,
and its practice.
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For the most part, the days in which Jesus lived and taught were not characterized by mercy.
The Jewish religionists themselves were not inclined to show

mercy, because mercy is not characteristic of those who are

proud, self-righteous, and judgmental. 1o many—perhaps most—of Jesus’

hearers, showing mercy was considered one of the least of virtues, if it was thought to be a virtue
atall.
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You loved those who loved you, and
you showed mercy to those who
showed mercy to you. That attitude
was condemned by Jesus later in the

Sermon on the Mount.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor, and
hate your enemy’ ” (Matt. 5:43). But such a shallow, selfish kind of love
that even the outcast tax-gatherers practiced (v. 46) was not acceptable
to the Savior. He said, “Love your enemies, and pray for those who
persecute you in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in
heaven.... For if you love those who love you, what reward have you?...
And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than others?
Do not even the Gentiles do the same?” (vv. 44-47).



Yet many people have interpreted this
beatitude in another way that is just as selfish
and humanistic: they maintain that our being
merciful causes those around us, especially
those to whom we show mercy, to be merciful
to us. Mercy given will mean mercy r eceived.
For such people, mercy is shown to others
purely in an effort toward self -seeking.

The ancient rabbi Gamaliel is quoted in the Talmud as saying, “Whenever thou hast mercy,

God will have mercy upon thee, and if thou hast not mercy, neither will God have mercy on thee.”
Gamaliel’s idea is right.

When God is involved

there will be mercy for mercy.
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(Matt. 6:14-15).

But as a platitude applied among men, the principle does not work. One writer sentimentally
says, “This is the great truth of life: if people see us care, they will care.” Yet neither Scripture

nor experience bears out that idea. :-'%1-/C$%0"&0%1&?=%@.0%0")%1-/<'%'-)$%

With God there is always proper reciprocation, and with interest. If
we honor God, He will honor us; if we show mercy to others, especially
to His children, He will show even more abundant mercy to us. But that
is not the world’s way.



A popular Roman philosopher:

Mercy isthe disease of the soul.O
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Mercy was a sign that you did not have what it
takes to be a real man and especially a real Roman.

The Romans glorified manly courage, strict justice, firm discipline,
and, above all, absolute power. They looked down on mercy, because

mercy to them was weakness, and I"#$%"& & TH&'("&)*&" (‘H#+,-"
#..'./0"1'023#%'.*3*/#4,%&

DURING MUCH OF ROMAN HISTORY, A
FATHER HAD THE RIGHT OF PATRIA
OPITESTAS, OF DECIDING WHETHER OR
NOT HIS NEWBORN CHILD WOULD LIVE
OR DIE. AS THE INFANT WAS HELD UP
FOR HIM TO SEE, THE FATHER WOULD
TURN HIS THUMB UP IF HE WANTED
THE CHILD TO LIVE, DOWN IF HE
WANTED IT TO DIE. IF HIS THUMB
TURNED DOWN THE CHILD WAS




IMMEDIATELY DROWNED. CITIZENS
HAD THE SAME LIFE-OR-DEATH POWER
OVER SLAVES. AT ANY TIME AND FOR
ANY REASON THEY COULD KILL AND
BURY A SLAVE, WITH NO FEAR OF
ARREST OR REPRISAL. HUSBANDS
COULD EVEN HAVE THEIR WIVES PUT
TO DEATH ON THE LEAST
PROVOCATION. TODAY ABORTION
REFLECTS THE SAME MERCILESS
ATTITUDE. A SOCIETY THAT DESPISES
MERCY IS A SOCIETY THAT GLORIFIES
BRUTALITY.

The underlying motive of self-concern has characterized
men in general and societies in general since the Fall. we see it

expressed today in such sayings as, “f YOU don't look out for
yourself, no one else will.”

Such popular proverbs are generally true, because they reflect the basic selfish nature of

mlenman. MEN Are Not naturally inclined to repay
mercy for mercy.

The best illustration of that fact is the Lord Himself.
Jesus Christ was the most merciful human being who
ever lived. He reached out to heal the sick, restore the




crippled, give sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, and
even life to the dead. He found prostitutes, tax
collectors, the debauched and the drunken, and drew
them into His circle of love and forgiveness...

Jesus wept with the sorrowing and gave companionship to the lonely. He took little children
into His arms and blessed them.
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just as He was love incarnate.!
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..When the scribes and Pharisees saw Jesus “eating with the sinners and tax-gatherers,” they
asked His disciples why their Master associated with such unworthy people (Mark 2:16).

The more Jesus showed mercy, the more He showed up the
unmercifulness of the Jewish religious leaders. The more He showed
mercy, the more they were determined to put Him out of the way.

THE ULTIMATE OUTCOME OF HIs
MERCY WAS THE CROSS.

In Jesus’ crucifixion, two merciless
systems—merciless government and
merciless religion—united to kill Him.




Totalitarian Rome joined intolerant
Judaism to destroy the Prince
of (peace and) mercy.

The fifth beatitude does not teach
that mercy to _men brings mercy
from men, but that mercy to men
brings mercy from God

IF WE ARE MERCIFUL TO OTHERS, GOD WILL
BE MERCIFUL TO US, WHETHER MEN ARE OR
NOT.

GOD IS THE SUBJECT OF THE SECOND
CLAUSE, JUST AS IN THE OTHER BEATITUDES.

IT IS GOD WHO GIVES THE KINGDOM OF
HEAVEN TO THE POOR IN SPIRIT, COMFORT TO
THOSE WHO MOURN, THE EARTH TO THE MEEK,
AND SATISFACTION TO THOSE WHO HUNGER
AND THIRST FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

THOSE WHO ARE MERCIFUL ... SHALL
RECEIVE MERCY FROM GoOD. GOD GIVES THE



DIVINE BLESSINGS TO THOSE WHO OBEY HIS
DIVINE STANDARDS.

Merciful is from elelm"n , from which
we also get eleemosynary, meaning
beneficial or charitable.

"#$5"%E&'()*+ #t
SPEAKS OF JESUS AS OUR
“MERCIFUL AND FAITHFUL HIGH

PRIEST.” CHRIST IS THE SUPREME

EXAMPLE OF MERCY AND THE
SUPREME DISPENSER OF MERCY. IT
IS FROM JESUS CHRIST THAT BOTH

REDEEMING AND SUSTAINING

MERCY COME.

In the Septuagint (the Greek Old Testament) the same term is used to translate the Hebrew
(Y, one of the most commonly used words to describe God’s character. It is usually translated
as mercy, love, lovingkindness, or steadfast love (Ps. 17:7; 51:1; Isa. 63:7; Jer. 9:24; etc.).

THE BASIC MEANING IS TO GIVE HELP TO
THE AFFLICTED AND TO RESCUE
THE HELPLESS.
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I" Jesus is not speaking of detached or powerless sentiment
that is unwilling or unable to help those for whom there
is sympathy.

# 'Nor is He speaking of the false mercy, the feigned pity,
that gives help only to salve a guilty conscience or to
impress others with its appearance of virtue.

$"And it is not passive, silent concern which, though
genuine, is unable to give tangible help.

IIII(II&
tis genuine compassion expressed in genuine
help, selfless concern expressed in selfless deeds.

Jesus says in effect, “The people in My kingdom are not
takers but givers, not pretending helpers but practical helpers.
They are not condemners but mercy givers.”

The selfish, self satisfied, and self ~ +ighteous do
not bother to help anyone Nunless they
think something is in it for them.



Sometimes they even justify their lack of love and mercy under the guise of religious duty.
Once when the Pharisees and scribes questioned why His disciples did not observe the traditions
of the elders, Jesus replied, “Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and ‘He who
speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put to death’; but you say, ‘If a man says to his father
or his mother, anything of mine you might have been helped by is Corban (that is to say, given
to God),” you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or his mother; thus invalidating

the word of God by your tradition which you have handed down” (")+6#789 , 9<)

In the name of hypocritical religious tradition, compassion
toward parents in such a case was actually forbidden.

Mercy is meeting peopleOs needs

Mercy is not simply feeling compassion but
showing compassion, not only
sympathizing but giving a helping hand.
Mercy is giving food to the hungry, comfort
to the bereaved, love to the rejected,
forgiveness to the offender, companionship
to the lonely. It is therefore one of the
loveliest and noblest of all virtues.

In Shakespeare’s :,!);!'-,$.*)+&)<!.2-! (4.1.180-85) Portia says,
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A clearer understanding of mercy can be gained by working through some comparisons.

Mercy has much in common with forgiveness
but is distinct from if.

Paul tells us that Jesus “saved us, not on the basis of deeds
which we have done in righteousness, but according to His
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by
the Holy Spirit”67*/2&'89:;5
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But...

MERCY IS BIGGER THAN
FORGIVENESS, BECAUSE GOD IS
MERCIFUL TO US EVEN WHEN WE
DO NOT SIN, JUST AS WE CAN BE
MERCIFUL TO THOSE WHO HAVE
NEVER DONE ANYTHING AGAINST
UsS.




GodOs mercy does not just forgive
our transgressions, but reaches to
all our weakness and need

“The Lord’s lovingkindnesses [mercies, KIV] indeed
never cease, for His compassions never fail. They are new

every morning; great is Thy faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22).
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FORGIVENESS FLOWS OUT OF MERCY,
AND MERCY FLOWS OUT OF LOVE.

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great
love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in
our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ”

(Eph. 2:4-5).

JUST AS MERCY IS MORE THAN
FORGIVENESS, LOVE IS MORE THAN
MERCY.




Love manifests itself in many ways that do
not involve either forgiveness or mercy.
Love loves even when there is no wrong to
forgive or need to meet.

The Father loves the Son and the Son loves the Father, although they both are
without sin and without need. They both love the holy angels, although the angels
are without sin and need. When we enter heaven we, too, will be without sin or
need, yet God’s love for us will, in comparison to eternity, only be just beginning.

MERCY IS THE PHYSICIAN; LOVE IS THE
FRIEND. MERCY ACTS BECAUSE OF NEED;
LOVE ACTS BECAUSE OF AFFECTION,
WHETHER THERE IS NEED OR NOT.

Mercy Is reserved for times of trouble:
love IS constant.

D'(4(%9.)%8(%)0%$4#(%0; (5B<%
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but there can be true love apart from mercy.
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MERCY IS ALSO RELATED TO GRACE,
WHICH FLOWS OUT OF LOVE JUST AS
FORGIVENESS FLOWS OUT OF MERCY.

In each of his three pastoral epistles Paul includes the words “grace, mercy and peace” in his
salutations (1 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim. 1:2; Titus 1:4, KJV).

Grace and mercy have the closest possible relationship; yet they are
different.
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It is with those problems that mercy gives help. Grace,
on the other hand, deals with sin itself.

MERCY DEALS WITH THE SYMPTOMS,
GRACE WITH THE CAUSE.



MERCY OFFERS RELIEF FROM
PUNISHMENT. GRACE OFFERS PARDON
FOR THE CRIME. MERCY ELIMINATES THE
PAIN, GRACE CURES THE DISEASE.

When the good Samaritan bound up the
wounds of the man who had been beaten
and robbed, he showed mercy. When he
took him to the nearest inn and paid for his
lodging until he was well, he showed
grace. His mercy relieved the pain; his
grace provided for healing.

MERCY RELATES TO THE NEGATIVE;
GRACE RELATES TO THE POSITIVE. IN
RELATION TO SALVATION, MERCY SAYS,
“NO HELL,” WHEREAS GRACE SAYS,
“HEAVEN.”
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Mercy is also related to justice, although, on the surface, they seem to be incompatible.

Justice gives exactly what is
deserved; whereas mercy gives
less punishment and more help

than is deserved.

It is difficult, therefore, for some people to understand how God can
be both just and merciful at the same time to the same person.

If God is completely just, how could He ever not punish sin totally? For Him to be merciful
would seem to negate His justice.

THE TRUTH IS THAT GOD DOES NOT SHOW
MERCY WITHOUT PUNISHING SIN; AND FOR
HIM TO OFFER MERCY WITHOUT
PUNISHMENT WOULD NEGATE HIs
JUSTICE.

Mercy that ignores sin is false mercy and is no more merciful than it is just. It is that sort of
false mercy that Saul showed to King Agag after God had clearly instructed Saul to kill every
Amalekite (1 Sam. 15:3, 9). It is that sort of false mercy that David showed to his rebellious and
wicked son Absalom when he was young.

BECAUSE DAVID DID NOT DEAL WITH
ABSALOM’S SIN, HIS ATTITUDE TOWARD HIS



SON WAS UNRIGHTEOUS SENTIMENTALITY,
NEITHER JUSTICE NOR MERCY—AND IT SERVED
TO CONFIRM ABSALOM IN HIS WICKEDNESS.

That sort of false mercy is common in our day.

IT IS THOUGHT TO BE UNLOVING AND
UNKIND TO HOLD PEOPLE RESPONSIBLE
FOR THEIR SINS. BUT THAT IS A CHEAP
GRACE THAT IS NOT JUST AND IS NOT
MERCIFUL, THAT OFFERS NEITHER
PUNISHMENT NOR PARDON FOR SIN.
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To cancel justice is to cancel mercy.
To ignore sin is to deny the truth; and mercy and

truth are inseparable, they “are met togetheOF
6G&5'H:91JB'KLM;5

In every true act of mercy, someone pays the price. God
did, the Good Samaritan did, and so do we.
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TO EXPECT TO ENTER THE SPHERE OF
GOD’S MERCY WITHOUT REPENTING FROM
OUR SIN IS BUT WISHFUL THINKING.
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Neither relying on good works nor relying on God’s overlooking sin will bring

salvation. Neither trusting in personal goodness nor presuming on God’s goodness
will bring entrance into the kingdom.

THOSE WHO DO NOT COME TO GOD
ON HIS TERMS HAVE NO CLAIM
ON HIS MERCY.

God’s mercy is grounded not only in His love
but in His justice.

It is not grounded in sentiment but in Christ’s atoning blood, which paid the penalty for and
cleanses from sin those who believe in Him. Without being punished and removed, even the
least of our sin would eternally separate us from God.

The good news of the gospel is that Christ paid the penalty for all sins in order that God might
be merciful to all sinners.



ON THE CROSS JESUS SATISFIED
GOD’S JUSTICE, AND WHEN A
PERSON TRUSTS IN THAT
SATISFYING SACRIFICE GOD OPENS
THE FLOODGATES OF HIS MERCY.

The good news of the gospel is not that
God winked at justice, glossed over sin,
and compromised righteousness. The good
news is that in the shedding of Christ’s
blood justice was satisfied, sin was forgiven,
righteousness was fulfilled, and mercy was
made available. There is never an excuse

fOI’ SI ﬂ, but always a remedy.
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Mercy led Abraham to rescue his selfish nephew Lot from Chedorlaomer and his
allies. Mercy led Joseph to forgive his brothers and to provide them food for their
families. Mercy led Moses to plead with the Lord to remove the leprosy with which his
sister Miriam had been punished. Mercy led David to spare the life of Saul.



Those who are unmerciful will not receive mercy from God. In one of his imprecatory psalms
David says of an unnamed wicked man, “Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before
the Lord, and do not let the sin of his mother be blotted out. Let them be before the Lord
continually, that He may cut off their memory from the earth.” David’s anger was not vengeful
or retaliatory. That man and his family did not deserve mercy because they were not themselves
merciful. “He did not remember to show lovingkindness, but persecuted the afflicted and needy

man, and the despondent in heart, to put them to death” (Ps. 109:14-16).
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Mercilessness is the capstone marking those who reject God’s mercy.

!
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(Prov. 11:17).

The way to happiness is through mercy; the way to misery is through cruelty. The truly
merciful person is even kind to animals, whereas the merciless person is cruel to everything.



“A righteous man has regard for the life of his beast, but the compassion of the wicked is
cruel” (Prov. 12:10).

In His Olivet discourse Jesus warned that those who claim to belong to Him but who have
not served and shown compassion on the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick,

and the imprisoned will not be allowed to enter His kingdom. He will say to them.
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James writes, “Whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become
guilty of all. For He who said, ‘Do not commit adultery,” also said, ‘Do not commit murder.” Now
if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the
law. So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.
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In the midst of our corrupt, ego-centered,
and selfish society that tells us to grab
everything we can get, the voice of God
tells us to give everything we can give!"

THE TRUE CHARACTER OF MERCY IS IN
GIVING—GIVING COMPASSION,
GIVING HELP, GIVING TIME, GIVING
FORGIVENESS, GIVING MONEY,
GIVING OURSELVES.

The children of the King are merciful.

Those who are merciless face judgment; but “mercy triumphs over judgment” (James 2:13b).
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Pure mercy is a gift of God.

It is not a natural attribute of man but is a gift that comes with the new birth. We can be
merciful in its full sense and with a righteous motive only when we have experienced God’s
mercy.

Mercy is only for those who through grace and divine power have met
the requirements of the first four beatitudes.
It is only for those who by the work of the Holy Spirit bow humbly before God in poverty of

spirit, who mourn over and turn from their sin, who are meek and submissive to His control, and
who hunger and thirst above all else for His righteousness.
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Balaam continually prostituted his ministry, trying to keep within the letter of God’s will while
conspiring with a pagan king against God’s people. He presumptuously prayed, “Let me die the
death of the upright, and let my end be like his!” (Num. 23:10). As one Puritan commentator
observed, Balaam wanted to die like the righteous, but he did not want to live like the righteous.

Many people want GodOs mercy but not on GodOs terms.

God has both absolute and relative attributes. His absolute
attributes—such as love, truth, and holiness—have characterized Him
from all eternity. They were characteristic of Him before He created
angels, or the world, or man. But His relative attributes-such as mercy,
justice, and grace—were not expressed until His creatures came into

being. In fact they were not manifest until man, the creature made in His own image, sinned
and became separated from his Creator.

APART FROM SIN AND EVIL, MERCY,
JUSTICE, AND GRACE HAVE NO MEANING.

When man fell, GodOs love was
extended to His fallen creatures In
mercy. And only when they receive
His mercy can they reflect His mercy.
God is the source of mercy.
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It is because we have the resource of God’s mercy that Jesus commanded,

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful”
(Luke 6:36).
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flowing, and it continues to flow freely>sRomans 4:4
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We cannot have the blessing apart from the Blesser.

We cannot even meet the condition apart from the One who has set the condition. We are

blessed by God when we are merciful to others, and W E ARE ABLE TO BE
MERCIFUL TO OTHERS BECAUSE WE HAVE
ALREADY RECEIVED SALVATION’S MERCY. And when

we share the mercy received, we shall receive mercy even beyond what we already have.



We never sing more truthfully than when we sing, “Mercy there was great and grace was
free; pardon there was multiplied to me; there my burdened soul found liberty, at Calvary.”
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1.1 The most obvious way we can show
mercy is through physical acts, as did
the good Samaritan. As Jesus
specifically commands, we are to
feed the hunary, clothe the naked,
visit the sick and imprisoned, and give
any other practical help that is
needed. In serving others in need, we
demonstrate a heart of mercy.

It is helpful to note that the way of mercy did not begin with the New Testament.

GOD HAS ALWAYS INTENDED FOR MERCY TO
CHARACTERIZE HIS PEOPLE.

The Old Testament law taught,
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Even in the year of release, when all debts were canceled, Israelites were to give their poor
countrymen whatever they needed. They were warned, “Beware, lest there is a base thought in
your heart, saying ‘The seventh year, the year of remission, is near,” and your eye is hostile toward
your poor brother, and you give him nothing” (v. 9).

!"! Mercy is also to be shown In our
attitudes.

Mercy does not hold a grudge, harbor resentment, capitalize on another’s failure or
weakness, or publicize another’s sin. On a great table at which he fed countless hundreds of
people, Augustine inscribed,
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When they pass by on the other side, as the priest and the
Levite did in the story of the good Samaritan,
they show they have passed Christ by.

3.MERCY IS ALSO TO BE SHOWN
SPIRITUALLY.

First, it is shown through pity.



Augustine said,
OIf | weep for the body from which the
soul is departed, should | not weep for
the soul from which God is departed?0
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JesusO last words from the
cross were words of
mercy.

For His executioners He prayed

“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are
doing” (Luke 23:34). To the penitent thief hanging beside Him
He said, “Truly | say to you, today you shall be with Me in
Paradise” (v. 43). To His mother He said, “ “Woman, behold
your son!” Then He said to the disciple [John], ‘Behold, your
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own
household” (John 19:26-27).
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4. |ISECOND, WE ARE TO SHOW
SPIRITUAL MERCY BY
CONFRONTATION.

Paul says that, as Christ’s servants, We should gently correct “those who
are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance

leading to the knowledge of the truth” ?MIN2.BIMOMPA
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Love and mercy will be severe
when that is necessary E

for the sake of an erring brother and for the sake of Christ’s church.

In such cases it is cruel to say nothing and let the harm continue.
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Extreme situations require extreme care
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#1 e, we are to show spiritual
mercy bV Dl'aVInq. The sacrifice of Prrayer for
those without God is an act of mercy. our mercy can be

measured by our prayer for the unsaved and for Christians who are walking in
disobedience.
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Reflecting on the fact that when we are merciful we receive mercy, we see

GodOs cycle of mercy . God is merciful
to us by saving us through Christ; in
obedience we are merciful to others:




and God in faithfulness gives us even
more mercy, pouring out blessing for
our needs and withholding severe
chastening for our sin.

As in the other beatitudes, the emphatic
pronoun autos (they ) indicates that only
those who are merciful qualify 1o

receive mercy

David sang of the Lord, “With the kind Thou dost show Thyself kind” (2 Sam. 22:26). Speaking

of the opposite side of the same truth, James says, ' JO4% A#. . ()$% &.+A
8(% :(49+/(--% $0% 0)(% &'0% '.-% -'0&)%
((49<_C2#B03&)H0

At the end of the disciples’ prayer Jesus explained, 2(@1+$'2$=13$21
0#&$ 21+9 ("#'+P (+.&%/+#%%'1&%>$ =13+F
@.(H+$5-.5 %61 21+/)#S=136573($ 25 =135
21+"N#HSOHE>S ("#&PF=13+F @.("#+$-'..$&1($21
=13+3(+.&%/+#%%']1 ¥akt. 6:14-15).

Again, the emphatic truth is that God will respond with chastening for an unforgiving disciple.

Neither in that passage nor in this beatitude is Jesus speaking of our mercy gaining us

savation. We do not earn salvation by being merciful. We
must be saved by God’s mercy before we can truly be

merciful. we cannot work our way into heaven even by a lifetime of merciful deeds, any
more than by good works of any sort.



God does not give mercy for merit

He gives mercy in grace, because it is needed, not because it is earned.

To illustrate the working of God’s mercy Jesus told the parable of a slave who had been
graciously forgiven a great debt by the king. The man then went to a fellow slave who owed
him a pittance by comparison and demanded that every cent be repaid and had him thrown
into prison. When the king heard of the incident, he called the first man to him and said, “ ‘You
wicked slave, | forgave you all that debt because you entreated me. Should you not also have
had mercy on your fellow slave, even as | had mercy on you?’ And his lord, moved with anger,
handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. So shall My
heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart”

I"#$%&+M)'A(-%

In that parable Jesus gives a picture of God’s saving mercy in relation to forgiving others (vv.
21-22). The first man pleaded with God for mercy and received it. The fact that he, in turn, was
unmerciful was so inconsistent with his own salvation that he was chastened until he repented.
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WHEN WE HOLD BACK MERCY,
GOD RESTRICTS HIS FLOW OF MERCY TO US,
AND WE FORFEIT BLESSING.

The presence of chastening and the absence of blessing attend an unmerciful believer.

If we have received from a holy God unlimited mercy that cancels our unpayable debt of
sin—we who had no righteousness but were poor in spirit, mourning over our load of sin in
beggarly, helpless condition, wretched and doomed, meek before almighty God, hungry and
thirsty for a righteousness we did not have and could not attain—it surely follows that we should
be merciful to others.'

' John F. MacArthur Jr., ;$=,!>_, vol. 1, MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago:
Moody Press, 1985), 187-197.
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NIV Life Application Commentary:

s. Blessed are the merciful ... (5:).
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Likewise, the merciful are those who demonstrate forgiveness
toward the guilty and kindness for the hurting and needy.

The religious leadership in Jesus' day tended
toward being merciless because of their
demand for rigorous observance of the law.
Their motive was commendable in that it was
driven by a desire for the people of Israel to be
pure, but it was inexcusable because their
unbending demands produced harshness and
condemnation toward those who did not meet
their standards.



... for they will be shown mercy (s:).

Without sacrificing God’s standard of holiness, Jesus
commends those who demonstrate mercy toward the needy, because
THE MERCY THAT THEY SHOW OTHERS
WILL BE SHOWN TOWARD THEM.

Showing mercy toward others does not earn a person entrance to
the kingdom; rather, it is a heart attitude that opens a person to
receive the offer of mercy that Jesus has proclaimed in his gospel of the
kingdom.

The religious leaders cannot receive GodOs mercy
because they have become so self satisfied with their
own religious attainments that they donOt believe that
they need mercy.

Jesus’ disciples learn from this beatitude that God’s good requirement has always been
mercy.

Recall the classic statements of Mlicah: 11(%0*"6%06*3:(7%$3/5%
4"85%:*")%-6%=337A%&87%:*")% 7 BB (%
(L~ (%3.%$3/M%I3%",)%N/6)0$%"87%)3%03<
)3%:"0@%*/4;0$%:-)*%$3/' % (D8d.B:8).

Those who receive mercy will demonstrate mercy, a theme reemphasized somewhat

dgiferently in the parable on forgiveness (Matt. 18:33). e

true disciple has experienced God’s merciful forgiveness toward an undeserving sinner, which




in turn will produce such overwhelming gratitude and deep understanding of forgiveness that
he or she will in turn demonstrate that same mercy toward other undeserving sinners.’

Last time, while | was preaching & teaching on Christ’s
preaching & teaching... on biblical meekness... | felt like
Lazarus... spending time around the old tomb that Jesus had
miraculously called him OUT... & back to life from...
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Our blessing is as rich as we are poor in spirit.
Our blessing mirrors & magnifies
our missional mourning .

" Michael J. Wilkins, ;$=,>, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan
Publishing House, 2004), 208—209.
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Our blessing is as bold as we are meek.

Our blessing is as satisfying as we are

hungering & thirsting after righteousness.

Our blessing brings mercy to GodOs mereciful.

Our blessing is as penetrating as we are
pure in heart.

Our blessing is as constructive as we are

committed to be peacemakers.

Our blessing is as persevering as we are

persecuted .
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