“Understanding Righteous Tension”
(Living with Legalists & Hypocrites, Disciples, Dogs, & Hogs)
Matthew 7:1-6

September 7, 2025
INTRO: What'’s the Bible’s most misquoted verse?

PRAYER

CONTEXT:

» Series: Matthew’s Gospel on Christ’s Gospel!
» Scripture: Last time applied... 1stJohn 3:10

= Biblical birthmarks are obvious...
» BE-ing obviously Christlike is not optional.

= BE obvious without being obnoxious...

It's fo love God, love people, & serve the world obviously.

BIG IDEA: If you don’t feel God’s
righteous tension, you're either perfect,
or something’s really wrong.

PREVIEW: Jesus on judging...

1. LEGALISTS & HYPOCRITES
2. Christ-like Disciples
3. Dogs & Hogs



TEXT: Matthew 7:1-6

1“Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 2“For in
the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard
of measure, it will be measured to you. 3“Why do you look
at the speck that is in your brother’'s eye, but do not notice
the log thatis in your own eye? 4“Or how can you say to your
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ and behold,
the log is in your own eye? 5“You hypocrite, first take the log
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the
speck out of your brother’s eye.

6“Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your
pearls before swine, or they will trample them under their
feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.

T/S: We will be using the ABC’s of Scriptural interpretation:
1.  Always Almighty’s Authority
2.  Biblical Blueprinting & Bullseyes
3.  Christ-Centered Contextualization

I. Legalists & Hypocrites

Christ’s call for righteousness BOTH confronts
AND corrects BOTH sides of kingdom corruption:
legalistic hypocrisy AND liberal foolishness! |


https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-6.htm

LEGALISTS:

1“Do not judge so that you will not be judged.

2"For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and
by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.

King & kingdom keys:

» CHRIST’S COMMAND & CONTEXT...
o Do notjudge is NOT the full sentence...
o John's Gospel adds to Jesus’ message...

VIDEO: What did Jesus mean...
Do not judge...?

> CHRIST’S CONCERN & CONSEQUENCES...
o DESPONDENCY THRU HYPOCRISY!
o Dammnable reciprocity!

> CHRIST’S CORRECTING WORDS & TERMS:

o Judge/Judged/Judgement
= RIGHTEOUS judging
o Matthew 7:6 & John 7:24
o Matthew 7:15 & Acts 20:29
o 1 Corinthians 2:15 (born again
believers are Spirit-empowered to
judge/discern good from bad!)



https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-2.htm

o Matthew 10:16 & Matthew 18!!!
e Romans 16:17-18 & 1 Cor. 5:9-11
o Titus 1:5;11; 15-16; 2:1&15; 3:10
o Jude calls us to judge AND fight!

= Unrighteous judging
- Sinful
- Satanic
. Self-righteous

o Standard of measure/measures/measured
= A means of evaluation and validation.
= Righteous vs. Unxrighteous

. Biblical
o God’'s Word, will, & way(s)
= 2Tim. 3:16-17 & Acts 1.8
= Gal. 5:22-25 & Beatitudes
1 Cor.13:1-8 & Eph. 6:10ff
= Matthew 7:1-6 & 28:18-20
= John 3:36 & 14:15 & 20:21
o Righteousness & Motives...

o Missional
o Obvious via the Great C’s
= Great Commandments
= Great Commission
= Great Combat

o Does it bring glory to Gode
1 Corinthians 10:31



- Cultural

My subjectivity
NO objectivity!
T.oose morality
Sinful majority
Bad popularity
Religiousity...
Irreligiousity!

O 0O 0O 0O 0O O O

Cultural judging is evaluated, measured, &/or validated by
the outcome or results. That is not the Christian
way. No! Instead, biblical & missional judging are
evaluated, measured, & validated based on the Christ-like
righteousness (or lack there of) within the judging process.
If & when the judging is biblical, missional, & righteously
Christ-like, only then are the results to be truly trusted.

. Casual
- NO worries
- No standaxrds

The problem with today’s cultural/casual people & churches:

« Cultural discernment is often biblical cowardice...
« People want community without accountability...
« They want fellowship without faithfulness...

« Change without transformation...

« Restoration without repentance.

« Happiness without holiness...

« Victory without fighting...

« Jesus, but no Judge.



« Personal
o We all have to choose...
o Our measures = our treasures!

When an individual or a group of people develop
their own standards of religion and morality,
they inevitably judge everyone by those
self-made beliefs and standards.

. Eternal
o Biblical + Missional = Eternal!
o Our Personal = Our Eternal!
o Choose a church from Rev. 2-3

The Gospel is a judgment reality!

Think about the conseguences
of not/nmnever judging/discerning...

» EVIL-DOERS DO MORE EVIL...

> LIARS & DECEIVERS SPREAD MORE DECEIT...

> BETRAYAL BECOMES MORE WIDE-SPREAD...

> RIGHTEOUSNESS BECOMES UNRECOGNIZABLE.
> BLESSINGS ARE MISSED & PEOPLE STAY LOST.
> FALSE-TEACHERS & PROPHETS BUILD CROWDS:
> COMPROMISE REPLACES COMMITMENT...

> MECHANICS REPLACE MESSIANIC MIRACLES...
> RELIGION REPLACES REPENTANCE...

> MAN’S TRADITION REPLACES GOD’S TRUTH...
> HAPPY LIKEABILITY REPLACES HOLY LOVING...



HYPOCRITES

3"Why do you look at the speck that is in your
brother’'s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your
own eye? 4“Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let
me take the speck out of your eye,’ and behold, the log
is in your own eye? s“You hypocrite, first take the log
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to
take the speck out of your brother’s eye.

Self-righteous judgment will become
its own gallows,

The “LUMBERJACK HYPOCRITE’S” SOLUTION:

. Psalm 139:23-24 Loving Father, perfect Judge...
help me to see what I do not see... or help me to see & BE
your righteousness more righteously in any situation.

We need to be plank-pullers
before we do any speck-pecking!

Hypocrisy is a cesspool of arrogance...
& a swamp of self-righteousness.


https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-5.htm

[I. CHRIST-LIKE DISCIPLES

(Distinguish... Disciple... & Discern...)

vsb ...first take the log out of your own eye, and then you
will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.

A. Distinguish
= FIRST THINGS FIRST... in the kingdom.
= Mirror 15t then the mission field 2rd .
= Heads 1st Hearts 2nd then Hands 3rd

- cop’sHoLy GUARDRAILS

Truth AND/IN Love
= Grace AND Faith
= Believe AND Repent
= Justification AND Sanctification
= Abide AND Obey
= Shrewd AND Innocent
= Lovers AND Liars
= Local AND Global
= Wolves/Goat AND Sheep/Shepherds
= Church AND church
= Chosen AND Surrendered
= Free AND Slave
= Joyful AND Suffering
= Eternal AND Everyday
= Heaven AND Hell
= Angels AND Demons
= Heavenly-minded AND Earthly-works
= Logs AND Specks!




B. Disciple
= Then = dfter your righteous restoration
= You = God’s PERSONAL ambassador
= See-clearly =righteously aligned with God
= Judging like Christ...
= Measures/Measuring like Christ...
- 2 Timothy 3:16-17
- Iam the way, the truth, and the life!
- Head, Heart, & Hands
- Measures = “weights & scales” (beware)

- Measures of integrity (i.e. cracked clay
pots filled with wax & then painted over to
deceive & misrepresent)

= (Help/Helper) to take the speck out = BE!
= Great Commandments
= Great Commission
= Great Combat
= Great Christian
= Great Church
: fyour BROTHER'’s eye.”
BE a brother to your brothers!
= BE a sister to you sisters!
= BE a disciple who disciples.
= BE a helper who helps.
= BE ecclesia in koinonia!

C. Discern (seev.6)
» The biblical blueprint & bullseyes...
» See the victorious vision of the Beatitudes...
> Reach-wide & teach-deep!



QUOTE:
Right doctrine not only is compatible with true

holiness, unity, and fellowship but is absolutely
necessary for them to exist. Only right doctrine,
biblical doctrine, can teach us what frue
holiness, unity, and fellowship are—and are noft.

In many circles, including some evangelical circles, those who
hold to strong convictions and who speak up and confront society
and the church are branded as violators of this command not to
judge, and are seen as troublemakers or, at best, as controversial.

Yet... at no time in the history of the church, or of ancient Israel,
was spiritual and moral reformation achieved apart from
confrontation and conflict.

God'’s prophets have always been bold and controversial.
And they have always been resisted, often by God’s own
people (i.e. Jonathan Edwards). The church reformers of the
sixteenth century were men of strong doctrine, conviction,
and principle—apart from which the Protestant Reformation
would never have come about.

Reformation is needed when spiritual and moral life are low;
and for the very reason they are low they will resist every effort to
reform. The power of sin, whether in an unbeliever or believer, is
opposed to righteousness and will always resist God’s truth and
God'’s standards. To the carnal person, absolute doctrine and high
moral standards are inherently controversial.

Jesus closes... with a thunderbolt that completely
shatters the sentimental interpretation that, in the
name of humility and love, we are never to oppose
wrong or correct wrongdoers. - MacArthur



1. Dogs & Hogs
DOGS

6 DO not give what is holy to dogs...

HOGS

and do not throw your pearls before swine/pigs/hogs,

e P\ DBgs & Hogs?
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VIDEO: What did Jesus mean... Pearls & Pigs?

or they will trample them under their feet,

and turn and tear you to pieces.



https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-6.htm

Satan’s dogs & hogs are those who oppose God's
sheep, sheepdogs, & shepherds.




Dogs & hogs are Satan’s obnoxious opposers
to God’s obedient overcomers (cf. 1 John 3:10 & Romans 8:37).

Biblical

12 WAYS THE WORLD’S DOGS & HOGS LIVE.:

» Defying Creator God

» Tearing down Truth

» Lying vs. loving

» Hurting vs. Helping

» Perverting vs. Purifying

» Corrupting vs. Constructing

» Tearing down vs. Building up

» Attacking God’s abiding

» Denying & lying about God’s dying & loving

» Hypocritically self-righteous vs. holy & repentant

» Hating, slandering, & persecuting vs. BE-ing
Biblically Christ-like

» Hell-bound vs. Heaven-sent.




T/S: Hearing The Gospel & being discipled is an
eternal blessing & privilegelll

“Shake the dust off your feet...” & WALK AWAY.
Mowve on...on MISSTON'!

“Your blood be upon your own heads!
| am clean. From now on | shall go to the Gentiles” (Acts 18:6).

Remember John the Baptist & countless others in Heb. 11.
CHRIST’S BEATITUDES LED TO THEIR BEHEADING!

REVIEW: Jesus on judging!

By grace thru faith, righteous disciples
learn & live, discipling & discerning,
between God’s Gospel “guardrails”

of truth in love.

CLOSE: We've heard Jesus on judging the world’s...

« Hyper Legalists
Hypocritical Lumberjacks
Helpful Truth-In-Lovers
Hurtful Dogs

Hate-filled Hogs



Christ’s call for righteousness confronts & corrects BOTH sides
of kingdom corruption: legalistic hypocrisy & liberal foolishness!

For ALL Sheep, Sheepdogs, & Shepherds...

> WOLVES & VIPERS = BEWARE & FIGHT
» DOGS & HOGS = DISCERN & MOVE ON
» GOATS = GO-To DISCIPLE & DISCERN

CLOSING MAc QUOUTE:

Matthew 7:6 is one of the "“hard sayings” of Jesus.
We must take the command seriously and do our best
to obey it, because it is the Lord’s will. But because it is
SO serious and because we may also be inclined to be
self-righteous and judgmental, we need to depend on



the Lord with special care and sincerity. Even when we
determine that a person is too rebellious to hear the
gospel or is a heretical and false teacher, we go on
our way not in self-satisfied judgment but in great
disappointment and sorrow—remembering how our
Lord, as He approached Jerusalem for the last time,
“saw the city and wept over” those who refused to
recognize and receive their King (Luke 19:41-42). To
avoid wrongful judging and to accomplish right
discernment is to be marked as a citizen of the
heavenly kingdom.

... The entire thrust of the Sermon on the Mount is to
show the complete distinction between true religion
and false religion, between spiritual tfruth and spiritual

hypocrisy. Jesus places God'’s perfect and holy

standards beside the unholy and self-righteous
standards of the scribes and Pharisees and declares
that those who follow those unholy and self-righteous

standards have no part in God’s kingdom (5:20).

No more controversial or judgmental
sermon has ever been preached.

- MacArthur

PRAYER



“Understanding Righteous Tension”
(Living with Legalists & Hypocrites, Disciples, Dogs, & Hogs)
Matthew 7:1-6

September 7, 2025
INTRO: What'’s the Bible’s most misquoted verse?

PRAYER

CONTEXT:

» Series: Matthew’s Gospel on Christ’s Gospel!
» Scripture:
o Last time applied this time... 15t John 3:10
= Biblical birthmarks are obvious...
» BE-ing obviously Christlike is not optional.
= BE obvious without being obnoxious...
= To be biblically, missionally, & personally
obvious for Christ (as His blessed &
righteous, kingdom-citizens... as His salt,
light, city, children, aroma, army,
ambassadors) is to be His faithfully abiding
& obeying, offense-oriented, overwhelming
overcomers... who seek & strive to NOT be
personally offensive or off-putting by way of
disrespectful or prideful words, walk, work,
worship, warfare, or witness. It’s to love God,
love people, & serve the world obviously.
o This time we’ll unpack Matthew 7:1-6...

= Judgmental legalists & hypocrites
= Biblical & Christ-like disciples
= Missional dogs & hogs



» Structure:

The

(Chapter 5,6,87)

God-breathed

Principle No HYPOCRISY
| giving/praying/fasting
35

God's Word is

| Heart | Eyes | Master | Anxiety

put together : . g truth in love ALL

like a sting of A NS ¢ telling the One divine

independent N A design of The Gospel
- of Jesus The Christ!

The fearful person & the proud person make the same mistake... each

focus on their own power rather than the amazing grace of the Lord.
- Paul David Tripp

BIG IDEA: If you don't feel
God’s righteous tension, you're either
perfect... or something’s wrong.

PREVIEW: Jesus on judging...
4. LEGALISTS & HYPOCRITES
5. Christlike Disciples
6. Dogs & Hogs

TEXT: Matthew 7:1-6




1“Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 2“For in
the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard
of measure, it will be measured to you. 3“Why do you look
at the speck that is in your brother’'s eye, but do not notice
the log thatis in your own eye? 4“Or how can you say to your
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,” and behold,
the log is in your own eye? 5“You hypocrite, first take the log
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the
speck out of your brother’s eye.

6“Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your
pearls before swine, or they will trample them under their
feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.

T/S: What Jesus here forbids is self-righteous, hasty,
unmerciful, prejudiced, and unwarranted

condemnation based on human standards and

human understanding. He gives three reasons why
such judgment is sinful: it reveals an
erroneous/wrong/bad view of God, an erroneous,
wrong/bad view of others, and an erroneous,
wrong/bad view of ourselves.

THUS... we will use the ABC’s of Scriptural interpretation:
4. Always Almighty’s Authority
5. Biblical Blueprinting & Bullseyes
6. Christ-Centered Contextualization


https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-6.htm

V. Legalists & Hypocrites

( Christ’s call for righteocusness BOTH confronts AND
corrects BOTH sides of kingdom corruption:
legalistic hypocrisy AND liberal foolishness! |

A. LEGALISTS:

1“Do not judge so that you will not be judged.

2"For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and
by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.

King & Kingdom keys:

» CHRIST’S COMMAND & CONTEXT...
o Do notjudge is NOT the full sentence...
o John's Gospel adds to Jesus’ message...

VIDEO: What did Jesus mean...
Do not judge...?

> CHRIST’S CONCERN & CONSEQUENCES...

o DESPONDENCY THRU HYPOCRISY!
o Dammnable reciprocity!

> CHRIST’S WORDS & TERMS...



https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-2.htm

o Judge/Judged/Judgement
= RIGHTEOUS judging

Matthew 7:6 & John 7:24
Matthew 7:15 & Acts 20:29

1 Corinthians 2:15 (born again
believers are Spirit-empowered to
judge/discern good from bad!)
Matthew 10:16 & Matthew 18!!!
Romans 16:17-18 & 1 Cor. 5:9-11
Titus 1:5; 11; 15-16; 2:1&15; 3:10
Jude calls us to judge AND fight!

= Unrighteous judging

Sinful
Satanic
Self-righteous

o Standard of measure/measures/measured

= A means of evaluation and validation.
= Righteous vs. Unrighteous
« Biblical

o God’'s Word, will, & way(s)
2Tim. 3:16-17 & Acts 1:8

= Gal. 5:22-25 & Beatitudes

= 1 Cor.13:1-8 & Eph. 6:10ff

= Matthew 7:1-6 & 28:18-20

= John 3:36 & 14:15 & 20:21

o Righteousness & Motives...

« Missional



o Obvious via the Great C’'s
= Great Commandments

= Great Commission
= Great Combat

o Does it bring glory to Gode
1 Corinthians 10:31

- Cultural

My subjectivity
NO objectivity!
T.oose morality
Sinful majority
Bad popularity
Religiousity...
Irreligiousity!

O 0O 0O 0O 0O O O

Cultural judging is evaluated, measured, &/or validated by
the outcome or results. That is not the Christian
way. No! Instead, biblical & missional judging are
evaluated, measured, & validated based on the Christ-like
righteousness (or lack there of) within the judging process.
If & when the judging is biblical, missional, & righteously
Christ-like, only then are the results to be truly trusted.

. Casual
- NO worries
- No standaxrds

The problem with today’s cultural/casual people & churches:



« Cultural discernment is often biblical cowardice...
« People want community without accountability...
« They want fellowship without faithfulness...

« Change without transformation...

« Restoration without repentance.

« Happiness without holiness...

« Victory without fighting...

« Jesus, but no Judge.

« Personal
o We all have to choose...
o Our measures = our treasures!
. Eternal
o Biblical + Missional = Eternal!
o Our Personal = Our Eternal!
o Choose a church from Rev. 2-3

WHEN AN INDIVIDUAL OR A GROUP OF PEOPLE
DEVELOP THEIR OWN STANDARDS OF RELIGION AND
MORALITY, THEY INEVITABLY JUDGE EVERYONE BY
THOSE SELF-MADE BELIEFS AND STANDARDS.

UUHSE QT (SHY)<H L HUHS- ) JHORHO)E, Y & HLE T-2% 38-2+-.1
A*)5H24 6%21,§ $H"#- #21 8*$2) &1 ,+)ib & #)$t *90} £7)0:)03;
)0/.)0-<*0, #-02%- ))<# >’?lo@#,+,7<4#o& H)$RS-2)<* 04" - 21— - #O!
S+ '*2*0@+2) "GO -2 /8- LISH( —/H2R " -+ 981
*MB/$) (4+$H1) 0% 4)02 M -014#9 , KD - ESFGH I i/ MFGHKLS

MN#&HO* 84 4-01h *A 1*H=#/* A8~/ " #$, 1 A 1h=$#&" $#0;4 : 0*9)03k
& -8h-, 4, +/ "hO#H, " - 1)0/+8h-4, 83)/ 845+ 23 A#06P (James 3:1).



“From everyone who has been given much shall much be
required” (Luke 12:48).

WE ARE ESPECIALLY GUILTY IF WE DO NOT PRACTICE
WHAT WE OURSELVES TEACH AND PREACH. “Therefore, you
are without excuse, every man of you who passes judgment, for
in that you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who
judge practice the same things. And we know that the judgment
of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things” (Rom.
2:1-2).

The Gospel is a judgment reality!

*** Ephesians 4:15; Titus 2:15; & every call for wisdom,
discernment, contrast (ie. sheep vs. wolves... good fruit
or bad fruit... light vs. dark... temporary vs. eternal...
righteous vs. unrighteous.. under the standard vs. an
exceeding standard... logs vs. specks... good vs. false
teachers & prophets... truth vs. lies... real Gospels vs.
fake Gospels... etc.) requires judging & good judgement.

Think about the consequences
of not/nmever judging/discerning...

» EVIL-DOERS DO MORE EVIL...

» LIARS & DECEIVERS SPREAD MORE DECEIT...

» BETRAYAL BECOMES MORE WIDE-SPREAD...

» RIGHTEOUSNESS BECOMES UNRECOGNIZABLE.
» BLESSINGS ARE MISSED & PEOPLE STAY LOST.



» FALSE-TEACHERS & PROPHETS BUILD CROWDS:

Showmen leave you energized BUT empty...
because, while they ARE energized...
THEY... are EMPTY!

We NEED The GospelOs One & only God man!

We donOt need adrenalinE we need anointing. !

MIENot happy  -spunk, but GodOs Holy Spirit!
A “show’ without the Spirit is a sham!

» COMPROMISE REPLACES COMMITMENT...

> MECHANICS REPLACE MESSIANIC MIRACLES...
> RELIGION REPLACES REPENTANCE...

> MAN’S TRADITION REPLACES GOD’S TRUTH...
> HAPPY LIKEABILITY REPLACES HOLY LOVING...

B.'HYPOCRITES

3"Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye,
but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4“Or how
can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of
your eye,’ and behold, the log is in your own eye? s“You
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then
you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s
eye.


https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-5.htm

» JESUS CALLS HYPOCRISY/HYPOCRITES...
o LEAVEN!"#3%&' ()™
o WHITEWASHED TOMBS +,-&(.)(I*
o CONCEALED TOMBS "#3$%&")00*
o TARES/WEEDS IN WHEAT !+,-'.)(1*
o WOLVES IN SHEEP’S CLOTHES +,-&/)'1*

"#$%&'()*&))+,"-&)+.+,'-&) H++++++++++-
*+00$&+)%/0"#$%+.+*0ZF 1
+

Self-righteous judgment will
become its own gallows,

Lumberjack SOLUTION:

. Psalm 139:23-24 (Loving Father, perfect Judge...
help me to see what | do not see... or help me to see
& BE your righteousness more righteously in any
situation.)

. For the dogs & pigs who “trample underfoot” (reject,
mock, attack, etc,) God’s pearls (His Word, will, &
ways... His “truth in love,” His “good seed(s),” His
declarations, exhortations, & rebukes that are in
accord with sound doctrine...” You walk away... You
may even “shake the dust off your feet” (a cultural
insult) as you move on... on mission!



> We need to be plank-pullers before
we do any speck-pecking!

> Hypocrisy is a cesspool of arrogance...
& a swamp of self-righteousness.

V. CHRIST-LIKE DISCIPLES

vsb ...first take the log out of your own eye, and then you
will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.

A. Distinguish

= FIRST THINGS FIRST... in the kingdom.
= Mirror 1st then the mission field.
= Logs 1st then specks.
= Hearts 1st then hands...

= GOD’S HOLY GUARDRAILS
= Truth AND/IN Love
= Grace AND Faith
= Believe AND Repent
= Justification AND Sanctification
= Abide AND Obey
= Shrewd AND Innocent
= Lovers AND Liars
= Local AND Global
= Wolves/Goat AND Sheep/Shepherds



= Church AND church

= Chosen AND Surrendered

= Free AND Slave

= Joyful AND Suffering

= Eternal AND Everyday

= Heaven AND Hell

= Angels AND Demons

= Heavenly-minded AND Earthly-works
= Logs vs. Specks

B. Disciple
= Then
= You
= See-clearly
= Judging like Christ...
= Measures/Measuring like Christ...
- 2 Timothy 3:16-17
- Iam the way, the truth, and the life!
- Head, Heart, & Hands
= Measures = “weights & scales” (beware)

- Measures of integrity (i.e. cracked clay
pots filled with wax & then painted over to
deceive & misrepresent)

= (Help) to take the speck out
= “of your BROTHER’s eye.”

C. Discern (seev.6)
» The biblical blueprint & bullseyes...
» See the victorious vision of the Beatitudes...
> Reach-wide & teach-deep!



Right docitrine not only is compatible
with frue holiness, unity, and fellowship
but is absolutely necessary for them to

exist. Only right doctrine, biblical
doctrine, can tfeach us what frue
holiness, unity, and fellowship are—and
are nof.

I"BSY0" & () %+, -# ("% (O, L$+H+2%"0+* (Yo # () *+,-#341, +#5 A1 H#AL*I#31#
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#
=+3#at no time in the history of the church, or of ancient
Israel, was spiritual and moral reformation achieved apart from

confrontation and conflict.

God’s prophets have always been bold and
conftroversial. And they have always been resisted, often by
God's own people (i.e. Jonathan Edwards). The church
reformers of the sixteenth century were men of strong
doctrine, conviction, and principle—apart from which the
Protestant Reformation would never have come about.

Reformation is needed when spiritual and moral life are low;
and for the very reason they are low they will resist every effort
to reform. The power of sin, whether in an unbeliever or



believer, is opposed to righteousness and will always resist
God’s truth and God’s standards. To the carnal person,
absolute doctrine and high moral standards are inherently
controversial.

A FEW VERSES LATER JESUS WARNS, !"#3$%&#'()*+#'
)%,-#' .&(.+#*-/ (MATT. 7:15). IN OTHER WORDS, WE
ARE TO JUDGE WHO SPEAKS FOR GOD AND WHO
DOES NOT.

paul tells believers  1"HS% 8% ()40 +#',% -(*./(*0,% 1**2%
(Y5 Y6H0%. [H#3*%6S/HY645'3* 06673303 7#03%506%/706(504*3%
H%./%%.*54/70)%$/74/%+#'%8*5(0%6,%506%. (0%5$5+ %69 (#:%./*::%
3'4/% 0% 5(*% 385=*3,% O#.% #9% # (% >#(6% 2/{7 QA4 S0H9%
522*@.*3A%506%-+%./*7(%63:##./%506%B5C*(70)%32**4/%./*+%6
*%I*5(.3%#9%./*%6'03'32*4 @A) 16:17-18).

He also instructs saints not even . #% 533#475.* %
$7./%50+%B388*6%-(#./*(Y%79%/*% 3/#'86%-*%50% 7 ::#(58%2* (3#(
A#=* #'3,% #(% 50% 76#85.*(,% #(% 5% (*=78*(,% #(% 5% 6('015
3$7068F 0#.%*=*0%.#%*5.%%$7./%3'4/%0 #6120

Both legalists & libertines demand that
converts fit intfo their crowds or small “c”
churches... BUT NOT into Christ!



*#* God honoring holiness is the divine standard &
motivation behind (& at the core of) God’s Word, will, &
ways.... Therein, Justice is the door thru which the Lord
brings His vengeance into the house of the wicked.

» Discernment & wisdom require judging/-ment.
» Detecting wolves, vipers, & goats = judging/ment
» Truth in love requires judging/-ment.

The Berean Devotional: Verse of the day
(September 5, 2025)

Psalm 15:1-5 (all)

.0 LORD, who shall reside/sojourn in Your tent?

Who shall dwell/settle on Your holy hill?!2He who walks
with integrity, practices righteousness, and speaks
truth in his heart; sHe who does not slander with his
tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor brings shame
to/on his friend; sA despicable person is despised in his
eyes, but he honors those who fear the LORD,;

He takes an oath to his own detriment/hurt and does
not change; sHe lends his money without charging
interest and he does not take a bribe against the
innocent. He who does these things shall never be
shaken/moved.!


http://biblehub.com/psalms/15-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/15-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/15-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/15-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/15-5.htm

It was surprising to discover two new things in this passage. The first is that
while Christians usually choose Psalm 23 as their favorite psalm, Jews often

choose Psalm 15. The second is that the Hebrew of the phrase "who shall

dwell" does not suggest "living in," but rather "visiting with" N that is, being

acceptable to come into God's presence. In other words, the psalm has at

least an equally strong present tense application as it does a future on  e.

It is essential, therefore, for us to consider whether allows us to visit Him,
and thus whether He hears our prayers. The person who has these
gualifications most certainly will be heard. In him is no false way at all, no
pretense, no deceit, no , ho guile, and no hypocrisy. He has no hollow
friendships, nor does He give vain compliments. His heart, hand, and tongue
are in unison in believing and doing truth. This is a model for all of us to

strive to reach.

instructs us, "Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of
trouble is like a bad tooth and a foot out of joint." always
indicates a person who deals truthfully; he can be trusted. Yet, dealing with
unfaithful people is usually painful because one never knows whether they
will come through. Thus, our evaluation of ourselves comes down to this

guestion: How can God tru st us if we are not striving to be honest now?
sets a standard:

Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not
lose heart. But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking

in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation

of the truth commending ours elves to every man's conscience in the sight of
God.



https://c.cgg.org/index.cfm/r/?s=8F5zrx3
https://c.cgg.org/index.cfm/r/?s=BWyXBYR
https://c.cgg.org/index.cfm/r/?s=7SV1LK9
https://c.cgg.org/index.cfm/r/?s=t4E9NEP
https://c.cgg.org/index.cfm/r/?s=bEwRA6U

Paul's proclamation fits right into the description of the acceptable person in
Psalm 15. Our responsibility is to manifest truth. We must make honest and
diligent use of God's gracious gifts without craftiness. Is our way Christ's way
and therefore accept able to God? Can we say that we have nothing to do

with hidden and shameful methods?

Paul is not saying that we act with unscrupulous cleverness, but that we do
not adulterate truth in any form at all. By making truth clear, whether in

word or deed, we commend ourselves both to human conscience in the sight
of God and please Him at the sam e time. We should be childlike and open,
leaving as little room as possible for people to misinterpret our motives,

misunderstand our actions, or twist our words out of their real meaning.

Does it make any difference what people think of us? Some take the

approach that "I'm going to do what | want to do, and what others think

doesn't matter." However, it matters very much to God. If it did not, He

would not show such concern in His Word rega rding being a good witness for
Him. Nor would He warn us about protecting our reputation N or HisN
because much of our effectiveness in witnessing depends on our being

trustworthy.

Keeping the ninth commandment begins with not letting our deceitful heart
trick us into doing anything less than what is honest and true in God's sight,
regardless of what we think men might discern from what we say or do. To
do this, we may have to overri de strong internal drives to make ourselves
look good, but doing what is right is something that must be done to remain

pure and glorify God.

N John W. Ritenbaugh




VI. Dogs & Hogs

Satan’s dogs & hogs are those who oppose God’s
sheep, sheepdogs, & shepherds.

D.'DOGS

6 Do not give what is holy to dogs...

G*%2(5+*6,%!&%2(573*%H/**,%1%<5./*(,%>#(6%#9%/*5=*0%50¢
15.%H/#'%6763.%/76*%./*3*%./70)3%9(#:%./*%$73*%506%70.*8
506%6763.%(*=*58%./*:%.#Yneatt311:25).

IH#%+#'%7.%/53%-**0%)(50.*6%.#%10#3$%./*%:+3.*(7*3%#9C
170)6#:%#9%/*5=*0,%-".%.%#%./*:%7.%/53%0#.%-**0%)(50.*6;J9
H/*(*9#(*%&%32*51%.#%./*:%70%25(5-8*3A%-*45'3*%$/78* % 3*
J*+%6#%0#.%3**,%506%%/78*%/*5(70)%./*+%6#%0#.%/*5(,%0#
'06*(3.506DfMatt. 13:11, 13).

After Jesus rose from the dead He showed Himself
to no one who was not a believer.


https://biblehub.com/matthew/7-6.htm

T/S: Hearing The Gospel & being discipled is an
eternal blessing & privilegelll

. For those wrestling with it... crawl through broken
glass to help them & persevere through their

struggles...

. Dogs & pigs are their own problem... but if we keep
feeding them & letting them trample & tear apart,
that’s our problem!

E.!I HOGS

and do not throw your pearls before swine,
or they will trample them under their feet,

and turn and tear you to pieces.

"HHSY8 (V. —+.'

IS8 &(HH+$, "HYHE ) $*+$-#&., $%' B

" A HSY& ()F+(,Y0&H-./(.O(+$1+8(%2 (3%, +($(/+A5*$&) (2++,Yo&H(
6+$57)%073(8+F482" (9*+&(*+(*$-(0.78 (. &+(8+$43(.0(
#4+$)(84%5+ (9+&)($&-(2.3-($33()*$) (*+(*$-($&-(6.7#4) (%):



Jesus closes  E with a thunderbolt
that completely shatters the
sentimental interpretation that, in
the name of humility and love, we are
never to oppose wrong or correct
wrongdoers. - MacArthur

Que#8/ . * ,#,4"),19-30)03419)8 " 16 " #19*$2,H “IT HAS
HAPPENED TO THEM ACCORDING TO THE TRUE
PROVERB, ‘A DOG RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT,’
AND, ‘A SOW, AFTER WASHING, RETURNS TO
WALLOWING IN THE MIRE’ ” (2 Peter 2:22).

“Your blood be upon your own heads! | am clean. From now
on | shall go to the Gentiles” (Acts 18:6).

. For those wrestling with it... crawl through broken
glass to help them & persevere through their
struggles...

. Dogs & pigs are their own problem... but if we keep
feeding them & letting them trample & tear apart,
that’s our problem!



VIDEO: What did Jesus mean... Pearls & Pigs?

Dogs & hogs are Satan’s obnoxious opposers to God’s
obedient overcomers. (see 1 John 3:10 & Romans
8:37)

12 ways the world’s dogs & hogs live:

» Defying Creator God

» Tearing down Truth

» Lying vs. loving

» Hurting vs. Helping

» Perverting vs. Purifying

» Corrupting vs. Constructing

» Tearing down vs. Building up

» Attacking God’s abiding

» Denying & lying about God’s dying & loving

» Hypocritically self-righteous vs. holy & repentant

» Hating, slandering, & persecuting vs. BE-ing
Biblically Christ-like

» Hell-bound vs. Heaven-sent.

|
T/S: Remember how dogs & hogs treat God & His family...
for John the Baptist (and countless others - see Heb. 11).

CHRIST’S BEATITUDES LED TO THEIR BEHEADING!

Dogs & Hogs hate, slander, persecute, undermine, attack,
torture, & Kill God’s sheep, sheepdogs, & shepherds!



REVIEW:
Jesus on judging!

By grace thru faith, righteous disciples
learn & live, discipling & discerning,
between God's Gospel “*guardrails”

of truth in love.

CLOSE:

We've heard from Jesus on judging the world’s...

« Hyper Legalists
Hypocritical Lumberjacks
Helpful Truth-In-Lovers
Hurtful Dogs

Hate-filled Hogs

1 Corinthians 5:11-13

I But now | am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the
name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an

idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindleiNnot even to eat with such a

one. !" For what have | to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside
the church whom you are to judge? # God judgesthose outside. OPurge the
evil person from among you.O

To all the lumberjacks out there...


http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/5-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/5-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/5-13.htm

Remember Christ’s feaching & preaching from 2,000 years
ago... from this very day... and from the doorway to the
literal Promised Land back in Moses’ last days...

Deuteronomy 4:9
Only be careful, andvatch yourselves closely so that you do
not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them fade
from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your
children and to their children after them.

Christ’s call for righteousness
confronts & corrects BOTH “sides”
of kingdom corruption:
legalistic hypocrisy & liberal foolishness!

(legalism & liberalism... the lawyers & the libertines...
the religionists & leftists... the holy-hammers AND
help-less-hippies... the 2-faced Pharisees & the
gullible, non-discerning, evangelists... ... BOTH
the loveless & the love-fest crowds!):

For ALL Sheep, Sheepdogs, & Shepherds...
> WOLVES & VIPERS = BEWARE & FIGHT
» DoOGs & HOGS = DIsceErRN & MOVE ON
» GOATS = GO-TO DIsCIPLE & DISCERN



WHILE SOME PEOPLE ARE SO LOST THAT YOU
CANNOT FIND THEM... NO ONE IS SO LOST
THAT THE LORD CAN’T FIND THEM.

Matthew 7:6 is one of the “hard sayings” of Jesus. We must
take the command seriously and do our best to obey it,
because it is the Lord’s will. But because it is so serious and
because we may also be inclined to be self-righteous and
judgmental, we need to depend on the Lord with special
care and sincerity. Even when we determine that a person is
too rebellious to hear the gospel or is a heretical and false
teacher, we go on our way not in self-satisfied judgment but
in great disappointment and sorrow—remembering how our
Lord, as He approached Jerusalem for the last fime, “saw the
city and wept over” those who refused to recognize and
receive their King (Luke 19:41-42). To avoid wrongful judging
and to accomplish right discernment is to be marked as
citizen of the heavenly kingdom.

... The entire thrust of the Sermon on the Mount is to show
the complete distinction between true religion and false
religion, between spiritual truth and spiritual hypocrisy. Jesus
places God's perfect and holy standards beside the unholy
and self-righteous standards of the scribes and Pharisees
and declares that those who follow those unholy and self-
righteous standards have no part in God’s kingdom (5:20).
No more controversial or judgmental sermon has ever been
preached. - MacArthur

PRAYER
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Self-judgment is commended as preventive discipline::
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forbids self-righteous condemnation,
not moral discernment.,
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"HS%E ()1 s 7y82)7s:8.91 OStop judging by
appearances, but judge with
righteous judgment.O

1. Humility: Romans 2:1 indicts those who judge others while
practicing the same sins.

2. Accountability: Hebrews 10:30 cites Deuteronomy to
warn, “The Lord will judge His people.”

3. Assurance: God'’s just judgment brings comfort to the
oppressed (2 Thessalonians 2:12; 1 Peter 4:5-6).
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4. Mission: Awareness of impending judgment fuels
evangelism (Acts 24:25; 2 Corinthians 5:14 because “we
have concluded”/kpivw).

5. Holiness: Anficipation of judgment promotes purity in
marriage (Hebrews 13:4) and community life.
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KoiV® integrates the entire biblical drama: creation’s
moral order, the cross as the turning point of
judament (John 12:31), the Spirit-empowered
discernment of believers, and the climactic throne
where every knee will bow.:
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Lexical Summary
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Original Word: &'(")$ !

Part of Speech: h#8.6!h)83)"!

Transliteration: :)$'#. !

Pronunciation: ‘€O 1$'#.!

Phonetic Spelling: 2:)$0#.3!

KJV: )&;8") !

NASB: :)&;8"6!;$&.9&'96!:)&;8"):).$;6!A'#A)" !
Word Origin: @&.!&AA&").$(B!A'-:&'B!>#9C
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the basis for determining what

IS enough (or notenough ), whatis fair (or not
fair ), etc.
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The term translated “measure’” weaves together
themes of justice, equity, limitation, proportion,
and divine generosity.:
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THE PRECISION, FAIRNESS, AND
INTENTIONALITY OF GOD’S DEALINGS WITH
HUMANITY.
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reminding every believer that faith itself is a

divine allotment, not a personal
achievement.
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In every dimension—ethical, ecclesial, and
eschatological—measure underscores God'’s precise,
righteous, and gracious ordering of His world and His
people.
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Original Word: !"#&* |

Part of Speech: h#8.6!h)83)'!

Transliteration: *'-:& !

Pronunciation: gaee 1&=!

Phonetic Spelling: 2*'))01&=3!
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Topical Lexicon
E%%$82%.2()$&*./&+*.;(&%8&7(1.1.;

Krima denotes a judicial verdict that settles a matter.n

G)A).9- 5I#.17#.$)f$1-$178.1;A)&*#J12D3I&1;).$).7) 1#J1 7#.9):. &$-#.612F 31$=)1& 7$1#J1<895-
2731$=)1':8($-.5!A8.-;=:).$&I always carries the idea that a morally
accountable decision has been rendered, either by God or
by legitimate human authority acting under God.

T?25'1%8#" 7/ %2#'0"956<;425

THE SEPTUAGINT OFTEN EMPLOYS KRIMA FOR HEBREW
TERMS REFERRING TO LEGAL DECISIONS ISSUED BY
JUDGES (FOR EXAMPLE, EXODUS 23:6-7).!

This backdrop situates the New Testament use within
a covenant framework:=#%;(.,&("#2&$-$.(?#1%;(<59
@/3(0&#0:&(-""#1%/$6(.#(1&2&-:&%(3.-$%-1%3>

1<07"02'#3$%'#%"93$026"';,G'3%848

In the Gospels the word is reserved for solemn
warnings. Jesus pronounces “harsher judgment” on

religious hypocrites who “devour widows’ houses”
(Mark 12:40; Matthew 23:14).»

P$IO-;1$-&(1$=)17=-)JIA-);$;17#.J);1$=8$!$=)BI=&.9)9!0-:1#4) 10$#1$=)!:).$).7) #J19) @B
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Jesus also explains that His coming divides humanity: !

IA#L(<5%6'&$.(B(,-2&("# &(I$ #(./13(+#1 %6l zsm

L=s;f 'the incarnate Son is both the standard
and the Judge.
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L-#$=BVIDBALEADERSHIP THEREFORE DEMANDS
MATURITY SHAPED BY REVERENT FEAR.

COI(+1.;&=*+.1.;'&B%+&$(*25(+'
5#1&3(4* 139)8<)P3+&=%";$="1$/*'19-$6#5'3#$

VH+5*HT [>SBI)HTI>S6H5+1/4$="1$%&'($)*+)$(}
(*'$)#+5*$(499$64#$01-2#-$3'7T#$/) 745)9="8

The privilege of teaching carries
heightened accountabillity.
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Apostolic communities were thus to
guard doctrinal purity.
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KRIMA SEALS THE DESTINY OF INDIVIDUALS
AND EMPIRES ALIKE.
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1. PREACHING MUST PRESENT BOTH SALVATION AND IMPENDING JUDGMENT.!
2. CHURCH LEADERS BEAR INTENSIFIED SCRUTINYH!=8:-(-$B!&.9!9#7%'-.&(1J-9)(-$I
A 1)5#%-&,)E

ZE!Q)((#>;=-Al&$!$=)!_#'9n;IL&,()!")?8-");!1=#.);3,0;;);::).$E !

4. CIVIL OBEDIENCE HAS THEOLOGICAL STAKES, FOR GOD STANDS BEHIND
LEGITIMATE AUTHORITY.!

5. BELIEVERS REST SECURE, YET LIVE WATCHFULLY, KNOWING EVERY DEED
WILL FACE THE RIGHTEOUS VERDICT OF GOD.

L=s;;krima threads through Scripture as a sober
reminder that the Judge of all the earth will do right,
while offering hope through the atoning work of Jesus
Christ, who bore the believer's sentence and secured
everlasting acquittal.:
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Is blind to personal rebellion :3
Fec+)(19)*69('$la(6#'.158!'Y&I(I! Self-examination
precedes helpful correction (1_Corinthians

11:31; Galafians 6:1).
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Romans 2:1  warns that judging others while
practicing the same deeds invites divine
judgment. James 4:11 -12 counsels against
speaking evil of a brother. These passages
complement the speck Yeam lesson by
rooting right judgment in humility and love.
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zeANnchor application in the gospel—only the Cross
supplies the grace to see and remove personal sin.
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Lexical Summary
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Matthew 7:5’s “SEE CLEARLY”
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Lexical Summary

#4>:.8%&'()'5..'1;.4"2/'0)))'#$0.$0:7 !
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ss#.5n")*DFFbL.&);! THE DECISIVE TRANSITION FROM
BLURRED OR BLOCKED VISION TO
UNMISTAKABLE SIGHT.
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e Mark 8:25 stands alone as a narrative use. Jesus touches
the eyes of the man from Bethsaida, *and his sight was
restored, and he saw everything clearly”. The miracle forms
a living parable: disciples who have only partial
understanding (Mark 8:17-21) will come, by the continuing
touch of Christ, to perceive Him rightly.!
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Here the comparison is in the area of human relations. Six verses (1-6) focus on the negative
aspect of a self-righteous, judgmental spirit, and the following six verses (7-12) focus on the

contrasting positive aspect of a spirit that is humble, trusting, and loving. These twelve verses
form the divine summation of all the principles of right human relations.

WHEN AN INDIVIDUAL OR A GROUP OF PEOPLE
DEVELOP THEIR OWN STANDARDS OF RELIGION
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AND MORALITY, THEY INEVITABLY JUDGE
EVERYONE BY THOSE SELF-MADE BELIEFS AND
STANDARDS.

The scribes and Pharisees had done just that.
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Along with the many other sins spawned by their self-righteousness, the scribes and
Pharisees had become oppressively judgmental. They proudly looked down on everyone who
was not a part of their elite system. They were unmerciful, unforgiving, unkind, censorious, and
totally lacking in compassion and grace.

Their evaluation of others, like every other aspect of their hypocritical system, was based on
appearances, on the external and superficial (John 7:24; 8:15). They lived to justify themselves in
the eyes of other men; but Jesus told them that their judgment was utterly contrary to God’s and
was detestable in His sight (Luke 16:15).

The classic portrayal of self-righteous judgment is given in the parable of the Pharisee and
the tax-gatherer who went to the Temple to pray. “The Pharisee stood and was praying thus to
himself, ‘God, | thank Thee that | am not like other people; swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even
like this tax-gatherer. | fast twice a week; | pay tithes of all that | get.” But the tax-gatherer,
standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating
his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!” ” Jesus’ assessment of the two prayers is
clear: “I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone
who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles himself shall be exalted” (Luke 18:11—
14).
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It should be noted
that this passage has
erroneously been
used to suggest that
believers should
never evaluate or
criticize anyone for
anything.

Our day hates absolutes, especially theological and moral
absolutes, and such simplistic interpretation provides a
convenient escape from confrontation. Members of modern
society, including many professing Christians, tend to resist
dogmatism and strong convictions about right and wrong.
Many people prefer to speak of all-inclusive love, compromise,
ecumenism, and unity. To the modern religious person those
are the only “doctrines” worth defending, and they are the
doctrines to which every conflicting doctrine must be
sacrificed.

Some years ago a church was looking for a pastor who would emphasize holiness rather than
doctrine. | once received a manuscript to review whose primary thesis was that doctrine divides
the church. Consequently, the author argued, all doctrine—at least all that might be disagreed
with and therefore be divisive—should be eliminated for the sake of the higher goal of unity and
fellowship.



Right doctrine not only is compatible
with frue holiness, unity, and fellowship
but is absolutely necessary for them to

exist. Only right doctrine, biblical
doctrine, can tfeach us what frue
holiness, unity, and fellowship are—and
are nof.

In many circles, including some evangelical circles, those who hold to strong convictions and
who speak up and confront society and the church are branded as violators of this command not
to judge, and are seen as troublemakers or, at best, as controversial. Yet

at no time in the history of the church, or of ancient Israel,
was spiritual and moral reformation achieved apart from
confrontation and conflict.

God’s prophets have always been bold and
controversial. And they have always been
resisted, often by God’s own people. The church
reformers of the sixteenth century were men of
strong doctrine, conviction, and principle—apart
from which the Protestant Reformation would
never have come about.

Reformation is needed when spiritual and moral life are low;
and for the very reason they are low they will resist every effort
to reform. The power of sin, whether in an unbeliever or



believer, is opposed to righteousness and will always resist
God’s truth and God’s standards. To the carnal person,
absolute doctrine and high moral standards are inherently
controversial.

Christ does not here or anywhere else forbid courts of law, as claimed by the Russian novelist
Leo Tolstoy and others. Both the Old and New Testaments uphold not only the right but the divine
necessity of human courts of law (e.g., Deut. 19:15-21; Rom. 13:1-7). Nor does this or any other
part of Scripture teach that we are never to evaluate, criticize, or condemn the actions or
teachings of another person.

The entire thrust of the Sermon on the Mount is
to show the complete distinction between true
religion and false religion, between spiritual fruth
and spiritual hypocrisy. Jesus places God’s
perfect and holy standards beside the unholy
and self-righteous standards of the scribes and
Pharisees and declares that those who follow
those unholy and self-righteous standards have
no part in God’s kingdom (5:20). No more
controversial or judgmental sermon has ever
been preached.

If this greatest sermon by our Lord teaches anything, it teaches that His followers are to be
discerning and perceptive in what they believe and in what they do, that they must make every
effort to judge between truth and falsehood, between the internal and the external, between
reality and sham, between true righteousness and false righteousness—in short, between God’s
way and all other ways.

A few verses later Jesus warns, OBeware of
the false prophetsO (Matt. 7:15). In other
words, we are to judge who speaks for God
and who does not. Jesus tells us to confront a sinning brother privately with



his sin and, if he will not repent, to take one or two others with us to speak to him, and if that
does not cause him to change, to bring him before the entire church. If he still does not repent,
he is to be put out of the church and regarded “as a Gentile and a tax-gatherer” (Matt. 18:15—
17).
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Obviously such commands demand that we employ a certain kind of judgment before we can
obey.

Every message we hear is to be judged for the soundness of its doctrine. Paul told the
Galatians, “But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary
to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:8). John says, “If anyone
comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house, and do not
give him a greeting; for the one who gives him a greeting participates in his evil deeds” (2 John
10-11).

Not to rebuke sin is a form of hatred, not love. “You shall not hate your fellow countryman in
your heart; you may surely reprove your neighbor” (Lev. 19:17). Refusing to warn a person about
his sin is just as unloving as refusing to warn him about a serious disease he may have. A person
who does not warn a friend about his sin cannot claim love as his motive (see Matt. 18:15). The
author of Hebrews calls for a level of spiritual maturity wherein Christians “because of practice
have their senses trained to discern good and evil” (5:14).

But Jesus is here talking about the self-righteous, egotistical judgment and unmerciful
condemnation of others practiced by the scribes and Pharisees. Their primary concern was not
to help others from sin to holiness, but to condemn them to eternal judgment because of actions
and attitudes that did not square with their own worldly, self-made traditions.

I"#$%to &'()* ) means basically to separate, choose, select, or determine, and has a dozen
or more shades of meaning that must be decided from the context. In our present passage Jesus
is referring to the judgment of motives, which no mere human being can know of another, and
to judgment of external forms. Paul says, “Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but



rather determine this—not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother’s way” (Rom.
14:13).

The Bible consistently forbids individual or vigilante justice that assumes for itself the
prerogatives of a duly established court of law. It also consistently forbids hasty judgments that
do not have full knowledge of the heart or of the facts. “He who gives an answer before he hears,
it is folly and shame to him” (Prov. 18:13). Sometimes what appears to be wrong is nothing of
the sort.

It is significant that, though God is omniscient, He gives us many examples of the care we
ourselves should take before making judgments, especially those that involve serious
consequences. Before He judged those who were building the tower of Babel, “The Lord came
down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built” (Gen. 11:5). Before He
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah He said, “l will go down now, and see if they have done entirely
according to its outcry, which has come to Me; and if not, | will know” (Gen. 18:21).

What Jesus here forbids is self-righteous, officious,
hasty, unmerciful, prejudiced, and unwarranted
condemnation based on human standards and
human understanding. He gives three reasons why
such judagment is sinful: it reveals an erroneous view of
God, an erroneous view of others, and an erroneous
view of ourselves.
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Unrighteous and unmerciful judgment is forbidden first of all because it manifests a wrong
view of God. With the phrase +*,%#-""#.*#&'()*(, Jesus reminds the scribes and Pharisees that
they are not the final court. To judge another person’s motives or to curse to condemnation is to
play God. “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son”
(John 5:22). During the millennial kingdom Christ will share some of that judgment with us (Matt.
19:28; 1 Cor. 6:2; etc.), but until that time we blaspheme God whenever we take upon ourselves
the role of judge. “Who are you to judge the servant of another?” Paul asks. “To his own master
he stands or falls” (Rom. 14:4). Paul was little concerned about how other people judged him,
and was not even concerned about how he judged himself. “I am conscious of nothing against
myself,” he says, “yet | am not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord” (1
Cor. 4:3-4).

Except as they may be continually teaching false doctrine or following standards that are
clearly unscriptural, we are never to judge a person’s ministry, teaching, or life—and certainly
not his motives—by a self-styled standard. “Do not speak against one another,” James warns us.
“He who speaks against a brother, or judges his brother, speaks against the law, and judges the
law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge of it. There is only one



Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your
neighbor?” (James 4:11-12). Such evil judgment is blasphemous, because it sets a man up as
God—and there is only one true Judge.

Whenever we assign people to condemnation without mercy because they do not do
something the way we think it ought to be done or because we believe their motives are wrong,
we pass judgment that only God is qualified to make. An unknown poet of past days wrote,
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The Savior does not call for men to cease to be examining and discerning, but to renounce
the presumptuous temptation to try to be God.
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Most people feel free to judge others like this because they erroneously think they are
somehow superior to others. The Pharisees thought they were exempt from judgment because
they believed they perfectly measured up to the divine standards. The problem was that those
were mere human standards that they, and others like them, had established far short of God’s
holy and perfect law.

Jesus says that God will judge us with the same type of judgment with which we judge others.
When we assume the role of final, omniscient judge, we imply that we are qualified to judge—
that we know and understand all the facts, all the circumstances, and all the motives involved.
Therefore, when we assert our right to &'()* , we 42++#.*#&'()*y the standard of knowledge
and wisdom we claim is ours. If we set ourselves up as judge over others, we cannot plead
ignorance of the law in reference to ourselves when God judges us.

James has the same principle in mind when he warns, MNAED O*&h 4 -01% *Ah 1*+4
=H#/* A H-1 " #S, h A Lh=$#" $#0;1 :0*9)03h& " -&h -4, +/ "4 O#, " - .k
)0/+8h-4,89)/#$0+234#06P 112$34&.5)'-%e person who is qualified to teach is

judged on a stricter basis than others because as a teacher he has greater understanding and
influence. “From everyone who has been given much shall much

be required” (Luke 12:48).

We are especially guilty if we do not practice what we
ourselves teach and preach. “Therefore you are without excuse,
every man of you who passes judgment, for in that you judge



another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the
same things. And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls
upon those who practice such things” (Rom. 2:1-2).

God has no double standards. In criticizing unjustly or condemning unmercifully, we play God
and give the impression that we ourselves are above criticism and judgment. But God sets none

of us as final judge above others, and we dare not set ourselves as judge above others. m
people are not under us, and to think so is to have the wrong
view of them. To be gossipy, talebearing, critical, and
judgmental is to live under the false illusion that those whom
we so judge are somehow inferior to us.

Such judgment is a boomerang, Jesus says, and will come back upon the one who judges.

Self-righteous judgment will
become its own gallows,

just as the gallows Haman had erected to execute the innocent Mordecai was used instead
to hang Haman (Esther 7:10). Just as the cruel Adoni-bezek had ordered the thumbs and big toes
cut off seventy other kings, so his own were eventually cut off (Judg. 1:6-7).

In ancient Persia a certain corrupt judge who accepted a bribe to render a false verdict was
ordered executed by king Cambyses. The judge’s skin was then used to cover the judgment seat.
Subsequent judges were forced to render their judgments while sitting on that chair, as a
reminder of the consequences of perverting justice.

To be judgmental is dangerous to the victim because of the bias against him. It is even more
dangerous to the judge, because by the ,%5$(51(#"8#9*5,'1*with which he judges others 2%#42++#
FHO*5 ) 1T*(#%" him.
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When we judge critically we also manifest an erroneous view of ourselves. All three false
views are connected. When we have a wrong view of God, we cannot but have a wrong view of
others and of ourselves. Putting ourselves in God’s place as judge perverts our perspective of
others and of ourselves.



A'&"()*+ (,<*=;)is not a tiny piece of dust or soot but a small stalk or twig, or possibly a
splinter. Though small in comparison to a +"), it is not an insignificant object to have in the eye.
Jesus’ comparison, therefore, is not between a very small sin or fault and one that is large, but
between one that is large and one that is gigantic. The primary point, of course, is that the sin of
the critic is much greater than the sin of the person he is criticizing.

Some interpreters suggest the ,<*=; represents a rather minor ceremonial infraction,
whereas +") represents an extremely vulgar and repulsive sin. But people with obviously terrible
sins usually spend their time trying to hide or justify their own great sin, not in criticizing the small
sins of others.

The wretched and gross sin that is always blind to its own sinfulness is self-righteousness, the
sin that Jesus repeatedly condemns in the scribes and Pharisees, not only in the Sermon on the
Mount but throughout His ministry. Almost by definition, self-righteousness is a sin of blindness,
or of grossly distorted vision, because it looks directly at its own sin and still imagines it sees only
righteousness. The +") in this illustration represents the same foundational sin of self-
righteousness that Jesus has been condemning throughout the sermon.

The very nature of self-righteousness is to justify self and condemn others. In so doing people
play God, because they judge themselves on the basis of their own standards and wisdom. Self-
righteousness is the worst of sins because it is unbelief. It trusts in self rather than God. It trusts
in self to determine what is right and wrong and to determine who does what is right or wrong.
Self-righteousness claims to be both lawgiver and judge, prerogatives that belong only to the
Lord. Consequently it denies and opposes the gospel, because the gospel proclaims man’s
sinfulness and lostness even as it proclaims God’s mercy and grace. Because the self-righteous
person sees no sin in his life, he sees no need for God’s grace in his behalf. The term $"?=*
conveys the idea of serious, continuous meditation. Jesus is saying, in effect, “Will you not stop
and think about your own sin? Until you have done that, how can you confront another with his
shortcomings?”

Thus, the self-righteous person can never be anything but a 3-<"=12%because he continually
puts on a deceitful act of righteous superiority. That is why he feels qualified to say to his .1"%3*]
“C*%H*#%5;*#%3*H#,<*=#""%#"8#-"HH&"me tell you what is wrong in your life and let me
straighten you out.

The 3-<"=12%"s like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked
at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was” (James
1:23-24). He sees but he does not see. He is like those to whom Isaiah was sent, a people who
would listen but not perceive and look but not understand, because their hearts were insensitive
and “their ears dull, and their eyes dim” (Isa. 6:9-10).
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Jesus here gives the corrective to the
wrong kind of judgment by showing the right
balance of humility and conviction, poverty

of spirit and power in the Spirit.

The Lord’s command is, 021, %#%65; *#%63*#-+" V" Yokt S#-" 1#"ASH*-*GHES(HY0I* SH-"HA2++H}, ¥ H=+*51
06" H %5 003M <*=:#"%#"8#-"1#.1"%3*1FHst of all we confess our own

SiN—often the sin of self-righteousness and of a condemning spirit toward others—and ask for

God’s cleansing. When our own sin is cleansed, when the +") is taken out of our "4$#*-* , then
we will see our brother’s sin clearly and be able to help him. Then we will see ,-,"./)#3$0 clearly—
God, others, and ourselves. We will see God as the only Judge, others as needy sinners who are
just like ourselves. We will see our .1"%3*1as a brother, on our own level and with our own
frailties and needs.

This right balance of humility and helpfulness is
reflected in Psalm 51. David first prays, “Create in
me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me.... Restore to me the joy of Thy
salvation, and sustain me with a willing spirit.
Then,” he is able to say, “l will teach fransgressors
Thy ways, and sinners will be converted to Thee”
(vv. 10, 12-13).

Jesus told Peter that after he had recovered from his moral defection, he could then
“strengthen [his] brothers” (Luke 22:32).



Paul advises us, “Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual,
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted”
(Gal. 6:1).
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#0&#0/# ) 1O 9#$# 6*2> We cannot play the role of superior—as if we were

exempt from the same standards we demand of others. We must not play the hypocrite—
blaming others while we excuse ourselves.

There is also danger, however, even for the truly humble and repentant believer. The first
danger, already mentioned above, is of concluding that we have no right to oppose wrong
doctrine or wrong practices in the church, lest we fall into judgmental self-righteousness. We will
then not be willing to confront a sinning brother as the Lord clearly calls to do.

The second danger is closely related to the first. IT W€ are afraid to
confront falsehood and sin in the church, we
will be inclined to become undiscriminating
and undiscerning.

The church, and our own lives, will become more and more in danger of corruption. Realizing

the impact of sin in the assembly (1 Pet. 4. 15), Peter made a powerful call for a confrontive,

critical church when he said, IH#$%&|%&(%)*+%,#$%' /O*+1'%'#%2+0&1%
l4-'*‘(.‘)/()4--'#/1' (+4#5/0/0#,%6#f$%%lievers must be discerning and make proper

judgment when it is required.

Jesus closes this illustration with
a thunderbolt that completely
shatters the sentimental
Interpretation that, in the name of
humility and love, we are never to



OppOose wrong or correct
wrongdoers.

It is clear that Jesus does not exclude every kind of judgment. In fact, He just as plainly
commands a certain kind of right judgment here as He forbids a wrong kind in the preceding
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In biblical times ("), were seldom kept as household pets in the way they are today. Except
for those used as working animals to herd sheep, they were largely half-wild mongrels that acted

as scavengers. T " HLIOHSH#I2)SA L 13644214, 0-$.)03:4-02%UHOK")/)*+,5-024
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were eaten by the priests, and some would often be taken home and eaten by the family who
made the sacrifice. The part left on the altar was the part which was consecrated exclusively to
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1,*2%), ,%//5#at is the reason Antiochus Epiphanes’ sacrifice of a pig on the Jewish

altar and forcing the priests to eat it was such an absolute abomination—and touched off the
Maccabean revolt against Greece in 168 3.2.

Because a Jew would never have tried to domesticate a pig, most of the ,42%* they
encountered were, like the dogs, wild animals who foraged for themselves, often in garbage

dumps on the edge of town. N) he " #h /—"#03)03/2*3,;/&'* #iswinel 9#$#
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They will take that which is 3"+-, the <*51+(the rarest and most valuable of jewels; see Matt.
13:45-46) of God’s Word, as foolishness and as an insult.

A wild animal whose primary concern is scavenging for food will hardly appreciate being
thrown a pearl. He will resent its not being something to eat and possibly attack the one who
throws it.

Jesus did not give all of His teaching to everyone who happened to be listening. On one
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On another occasion He said to His disciples, in answer to their question about why He spoke
to the multitudes in parables: “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom
of heaven, but to them it has not been granted.... Therefore | speak to them in parables; because
while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand” (Matt.
13:11, 13). And after Jesus rose from the dead He showed Himself to no one who was not a
believer.

Peter warns, “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false
teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master
who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. And many will follow their
sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; and in their greed they
will exploit you with false words” (2 Pet. 2:1-3). A few verses later he speaks of such people as
being “like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling
where they have no knowledge” (v. 12). Using as examples the same two animals Jesus mentions
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I), and ,42%* represent those who, because of their great perversity and ungodliness,
refuse to have anything to do with the 3"+- and precious things of God except to %159<+*#%3*9#
'$(*1#%3*21#8**%6#5$(#%'1$#58¢H% Hebple %" #<2*=*,

There will be times when the gospel we present is absolutely rejected and ridiculed and we
make the judgment to turn away and speak no more, deciding that we should “shake off the dust
of [our] feet” (Matt. 10:14) and begin ministering somewhere else. There will be times when
those to whom we witness will resist the gospel and blaspheme God, and we may speak words

of judgment. Like Paul, we must then say, in effect, “Your blood be
upon your own heads! | am clean. From now on | shall go to the
Gentiles” 19:; 4&')(-%

When people not only reject the gospel, but insist on mocking and reviling it, we are not to
waste God’s 3"+- Word and the precious <*51+pf His truth in a futile and frustrating attempt to
win them. We are to leave them to the Lord, trusting that somehow His Spirit can penetrate their
hearts—as He apparently did with some of those who at first rejected the preaching of Paul and
the other apostles—or leaving them to the just judgment of God.

A warranted judgment is made when we “reject a factious man [one who belongs to a sect,
or a heretic] after the first and second warning, knowing that such a man is perverted and is

sinning, being self-condemned” (Titus 3:10-11). That text shows that in such a situation the
believer does not condemn, but rather is able to recognize an already self-condemned person.

Matthew 7:6 is one of the "hard sayings” of Jesus.
We must take the command seriously and do our best
to obey it, because it is the Lord’s will. But because it is
SO serious and because we may also be inclined to be
self-righteous and judgmental, we need to depend on
the Lord with special care and sincerity. Even when we
determine that a person is too rebellious to hear the
gospel or is a heretical and false teacher, we go on
our way not in self-satisfied judgment but in great
disappointment and sorrow—remembering how our
Lord, as He approached Jerusalem for the last time,
“saw the city and wept over” those who refused 1o
recognize and receive their King (Luke 19:41-42). To




avoid wrongful judging and o accomplish right
discernment is to be marked as a citizen of the
heavenly kingdom.

More on Hypocrisy...

GotQuestions on Hypocrisy
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> We need to be plank-pullers before
we do any speck-pecting!

> Hypocrisy is a cesspool of arrogance...
& a swamp of self-righteousness.

EFGHIJKAFSLMHN®4&

How often have you and I helped to keep sinners easy in their sin, by our inconsistency!
Had we been true Christians, the wicked man would often have been pricked to the heart,
and his conscience would have convicted him.
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Promoting self under the guise of promoting Christ is currently so common as to excite
little notice.
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(the pharisees) in adhering to the letter of the Law,
actively sought loopholes that allowed them to
violate the spirit of the Law. Also, they displayed a
lack of compassion toward their fellow man &
were often overly demonstrative of their so-called
spirituality in order to garner praise (Matthew 23:5 £7;
Luke 18:11). GQ.org

> Jesus calls hypocrisy/hypocritesE
o LEAVEN!"#3%&'()*
o WHITEWASHED TOMBS +,-&(.)(/*
o CONCEALED TOMBS "#3$%8&")00*
o TARES/WEEDS IN WHEAT '+,-'.)(1*

o WOLVES IN SHEEP’S CLOTHES !+,-&/)'1*
Showmen leave you energized BUT empty...
because, while they ARE energized...
THEY... are EMPTY!

A “show’ without the Spirit is a sham!
And sadly, every sham... has a show-man.

We NEED The GospelOs One & only God man!

We donOt need adrenalinE we need anointing.

MIENot happy  -spunk, but GodOs Holy Spirit!
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