“The Road Less Travelled”
Matthew 7:13-14

Matthew 7:13-14

INTRO: Ifyou were going to summarize Christ’s teaching in

His Sermon On The Mount, how would you do it?
THEN... WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

PRAYER
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FINAL CONTRAST

Matthew 7:13 - 29

Matthew 5:1-12 The Beatitudes




FINAL CONTRAST

2 Guardrails

2 Rules '
2 Ways

2 Prophets

2 Disciples ;

2 Hearers
2 Endings

Matthew 7:13 - 29

BIG IDEA: The width of eternal life’s
narrow way is only as wide as
Christ's cross.

PREVIEW:
1. Command & Commission
2. Contrast & Clarity
3. Consider & Commit

T/S:
CONCEPTUALLY SPEAKING, HOW IMPORTANT ARE
FINISH-LINES & FINAL-STATEMENTS?
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» OEnter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way
is easythat leads to destruction, and those who enter by it
are many.  For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that

leads to life, and those who find it are few.

T/S: I"#$%8&' (%)*(+&, )


http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/7-14.htm

Here is the appeal to which Jesus has been moving
through the whole sermon.

He gives the call to decide now about becoming a
citizen of God’s kingdom and inheriting eternal life, or
remaining a citizen of this fallen world and receiving
damnation. The way to life is on God’s terms alone; the
way to damnation is on any terms a person wants,
because every way but God’s leads to the same fate.

Jesus has been giving God’s standards throughout the
sermon, standards that are holy and perfect and that
are diametrically opposed to the self-righteous, self-
sufficient, and hypocritical standards of man...

Many people admire the principles of the Sermon on
the Mount but never follow those principles. Many
people respect and praise Jesus Christ but never
receive Him as Lord and Savior. Because they never
receive the King and never enter the kingdom, they are
as much separated from the King and as much outside
His kingdom as is the rankest atheist or most unethical

pagan.

Jesus’ command is not simply to enter I"#$ gate but
to enter the narrow gate.
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I"#$"%& = imperative command

| Command to BEGIN a progression...
L "I'#0'1.23456
I COMMISSION to JOIN JESUS!
0 Enter $07%'8'$%"/9::< '
0 Enter =9>"?@9:".$A9B#<CD
0 Enter $0/9:%BBEA9;$#%0FB:%BB
' Matthew 3:15
' Matthew 5:17-20
' Matthew 7:12 = BE The Law of Christ!
0 Enter @$"AGC
" “hard” ZHI| (to be G%J9: %G
" “hard” 2HI (to be G%BKA9LAG
" “hard” 2HI (to be GO9BK97/%G
¥ Matthew 28:18-20
¥ Acts 1:8 & Titus 1:11
¥ Acts 4 / Titus 2:15 /Jude
¥ Hebrews exhortation(s)!
¥ Revelation 2&3 & close!

JESUS IS th&kingdomOs ONLY Entry!
"#$%&'()*+ &

'($"& = entry/initiation



A.MFA70B%keep out... & filter-in...
| Keep/let people & problems out
| Keep & let people & promises in
B. MA"K#9K"/9#9% &) dles & Hinges'
C. MO&%MMessage, Meetings, Materials, Methods

D. M%ABO:
I JESUS IS The Gate/Door! -.+1)01234 )
| Each person enters personally... '

E. MA9OA9#ON%
I No experience without an entry !" "#%&'()#" *+
I No end/finish without a start & entry !"#$%&$#(

F. MA%7"A"#90:
| How we come to a gate matters. '
| Why we come to a gate matters.'

)(*& = engage/application

¥ A person’s micro choice or specific decision when
deciding upon a next step or action...

¥ 2%%'KF/>9:"#90:'0J'0:%0B'K$09K%B

¥ The map or blueprint that is/was utilized

¥ By contrast to the “planned path” (above)... in
retrospect, #3%"' K#F"/'#A"KPE7"#$EAQ"G'#"'P%:Q

¥ Defines/answers the question: “How did we get here?”

¥ | OR%ABO#ST'07#90:BT'8'K0:B%UF%:K%B™"A%"/['KOA%'
K0>70:%:#B'0J'#$%'HIL/%OB'FBWay@r

¥ JESUS IS he Way! (john 14:6)
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A. 4L%G9%:KU6. Disobedience = love vs. hate...
B. VO:$#%0FB'I0#9R%B Wrong Motives = eternity

C. W%#0'1##9#FG& Have-to Grumbling = altitude

D. Broad/Wide vs. 5"AAOQ&'
I'l Gate = squeezing in or staying out...
Il Way = final destination...




E. Many/Masses/Majority vs.' X%&EV%>:"#"
11 STOP, look, & "BP'SOFAB%/J'&$"#'#$9B'>%":B<
Il STOP & consider who is preaching/teaching?
I'l Humpback’s “bubble-net-feeding” on schools...

STOP & contrast ChristOs Church
vs. the cultureOs crowds!

F. Easy vs. ="AG

I"(+*& = readily equipped

¥ Opposite of “hard” - not difficult...

¥l “Comes naturally... without much effort” (i.. fish swim)

¥ Doable/Deliverable without excessive effort or excuse

¥ Justifier of high expectations

¥ Congruence = want & walk unify

¥ When power & purpose unify

¥ Being happy when filled with joy (Note: medical issues do exist.)

¥l Where, when, & with whom one’s equipping & equipment
are overwhelmingly prepared for the task at hand...

Christ-likeness is easy for faithful Christ-followers !

Telling the truth is easy for Truth tellers!
Loving God & neighbor sis easy for all
who love God & neighbor  swith all their
heart, soul, mind & strengthE

Fishing for men is easy for real fisher men.
Being sanctified is easy for all saved souls
Righteousness is easy for those filled w ith
ChristOs righteousness



1,(%-& = difficult, ill-prepared

I Opposite of easy

'l Opposite in effort

Il Opposite in direction
't UP hill vs DOWN hill
'l AGAINST vs WITH (“current”)

11 Current = momentum
11 Current = culture

I'l Opposite in principle:
't STAND vs Lay-Down/COMPROMISE
't FIGHT vs FLIGHT
' FLIGHT vs FIGHT
't TRUTH vs LIE
' LOVE vs HATE
' FORGIVE vs BITTER
' HUMBLE vs GRUMBLE
't UNIFY vs DIVIDE
't PERSEVERE vs QUIT
't SERVE vs SERVED
' HEAVEN vs EARTH
' LONG-term vs SHORT-term
' NARROW vs BROAD/WIDE

G. Death/Destruction vs. Y9J%EY9R9:;
I-"+%$%./$01#& = evil end/destination

| Hell is the eternal destruction!
| DIVINE DESTRUCTION IS UNTHINKABLE.




Il Never-ending torment
' Every day’s filled w/ weeping
' Every day’s gnashing teeth
Il Never-ending torture
' Personal (no party, no friend)
' Physical (just for starters)
' Emotional (only anguish...)
|1 Spiritual (try to imagine...)
| THIS DESTRUCTION IS UNIMAGINABLE...
| HELL ON EARTH IS HORRIFIC MISNOMER!

203" &= eternal blessing/destination

¥ “life” means here the act of living

¥ “life” here = power to live

¥ “life” here = promised eternal life!

¥ “life” here = kingdom of heaven/God

¥ JESUS IS The LIFE! (john14:6) JESUS IS Life!

Chris = s

Righ  eous Exhor a'ion
Wa ch Ou |




e 1" 0/6")&/, '( '!"##)+ '

1. ALL roads lead to somewhere!

2. THERE ARE ONLY 2 ROADS, NO OTHER OPTIONS!
3. CHOOSING NOT TO DECIDE IS A DECISION...

4. Choosing not to make a commitment is a commitment.

%&$'(J+",*$-)$&$'().$*,1,"/0)$&$'()1"2,*-)$&$'()1'31+0)
+41)4)541$-)4)64(-)7)16")534".'4,810

Do YOU HAVE THE BIBLE’S TAKE ON CULTURE OR
DO YOU HAVE THE CULTURE’S TAKE ON THE BIBLE?

Do you have a Obiblical worldviewO OR do you have
the worldOs view on biblical truth (in love) ?

H%JO0A%'SOF":B&%A)

¥ HoOw DO YOU KNOW?

¥ O."H3"18-4&" (i-"1-()$; 4

¥ WHAT IS A/YOUR WORLDVIEW?

¥ O.5,18"-4. $i5" -4+ 348" (46 . $61$/96 7, *+) 3%/ ;4
¥ “SO WHAT?” IF YOU DO?

¥ 268 LM & (W T, =45k

¥ “S0O WHAT?” IF YOU’RE NOT SURE?

¥ 2GTH8 " & T (=) B, W $H 34/ /58
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The Gospel

Matthew 7:21-23
John 3:16

John 14:6 2Cor. 5:21

Acts 1:8

John 6:44 1John 2:6
e e
Mark 1:15 Romans 8:1

1 Peter 1:8

a
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Luke 14:27

Romans 6:23 Romans 12:1
Romans 10:9

\\ Matthew 7:15 & Acts 20:29 ,,,//

“VISIBLE"” church




ILLUSTRATIONS oF EXPLANATION: 1+$,-&./0(-1/* $

| Pilgrim’s Progress
I'I Biblical worldview vs world-view of Bible
I'I Biblical measure of our culture vs our
culture’s view on the Bible...

I Robert Frost: “The Road Not Taken”

| shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and |
| took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

e

I Olympics
I'l Gold medal vs. Silver, Bronze, etc.
'l Golden Rule = gold, narrow gate...
' Silver Rule = dross, wide gate/way

2 Timothy 3:16-17

1Peter5:8

BIG IDEA: The width of eternal lifeOs
narrow way is only as wide as  ChristOs cross



Here's another way of seeing & BE-ing The Contrast

- il oo

ThH=  DBRIDCe=
"#$!%&'()*! !!!!!"#$!%8!c+',-*!!! H"#$104"./0* |

OBut you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you, and you will BE My witnesses (locally,
regionally, and globally). O'® Acts 1:8

"#$ 112$3456#7 ! What do you want?
"H#$1"88$97 | ! nmmCome  and see.
"#$ 1:96;53%$7! | nnnirruth in love!
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Jesus has shifted from His sermonOsbroad teaching,
to its narrow summary, to now His final exhortation !

CLOSE:

¥ Remember where we are & how we got hereE
o!John 1:29/36 & 4:19
o! Matthew 3:15; 5:17-20
o! Matthew 7:12...
11 Christ’s golden treasure & measure...

“Therefore, in everything... the Law & the prophets”
OLove God, Love People, Serve the World!O

¥ To please God is to love God -.+/)0520647

TO PLEASE WIDE-WAY PEOPLE IS TO DAMN THEM.

¥ The energy of God’s golden love engages, explains,
equips, empowers, & exemplifies... in large part, by
empathizing with & biblically exhorting others.

Y%#0OB'J9:9B$' éB&$%'WOGH0:0A9:; T . $SA9B#/9PIK/"A9#S)

(Use 3 different sized containers... narroywide , middle.)



LetOs define & describe these categories, character traits, &
characteristics biblically, culturally, & personallyE
then weQll see where each road/ way takes us.

NARROW MIDDLE HVA1IEZ3I|

[012.# 1"#$%N&"(#& & !"#SUN"'& &EEZYFEYY-.-."I&&

86-$%  God & Word "#$%&™ Only Subjective

4. &  I"H&O&MH & & '()'+- REKBREIABI 2. H &

B.5 Biblical Trinity 0*+(),-./ No/wrong gods

"565#  A5(.%-&6&TEHE& " HE+S+ (/& LBEEHE-95,( &

0C3'2 Depraved/Lost 0.%1"+2"(%3 Basically good...
789:. & !"#$%&<.2-&-"8& .=, 0/1, #$2*3/+ & &E&BER6&>9(?8

C,6:@ God'’s patience 4$+5"/.2%'.+ Kindness

098& @/5,(/-6A 1 &  4")$)5,)$6,#8 &ER&-8&9&C"(&D

=.') Gospel required "#&-&.*@6%"1, Unnecessary

<=%- & "%+ 1&(E*.(H&II$0/(".8] EBREB.&EIHE Yo%I(GR

D,)$.6, Gospel exclusive 8%$5.,"91.:."+"/ Man'’s option
>6-$#80-78&RI&I.?I&GKIMB  9/.8"+,-$:5":/ &  ),1Z8C.11,&

C&))&.'  Glorify God! 9. 4+5#, <. 5&(" Be happy




@80#80-G&LER52*1&P &G  ;"$("8)-<$2""# &ERERIZA*1, &&&

C))3(, m M m =..%..()*+()3 Y.0.L.O.

A.-$#B5 &R&ER&C.11R&&IGO/-*2*"=8$7".,-8&&& S(9<?9-..0& &

C,3)-6,) &®&rd, will, way 0*9>"+6 Feels/Looks

C%0-2 &K(9:1,6T.%%."& >=7?/.@* *"BEEBEEER.1.-& & &

E3))&. Hot/Cold ?7*@":$+9 No Matter

DI0-% O(*-&28)+& & A+#)"+ & & FI<("™H## &
?9,@& No matter what! AAB.&6..@$C Unbiblical
2?2#1805?88&&?/9(21,& & 7,+2/6-1 & &&EFKEREEHDE&ESE
263@,& To One true God D.:"+#"66, Misguided
iO%O5-8§2&&W&A.%&Ag&% %=8<%$B,+&8 &&ESXDELRI/Ho
2,61&'(& &&hrist-likeness 0*+()&5"66 Self-serving
?#85$O:&8:>&(-.:91&S(9.% 5= :5<@*+2*+2B8&), 1 " (%5. &
I%-$6,3:% &Eigh for men! (O*+().1+.-+$96 Recruiting
é.4.2#: &&PH-.2..9-" &  :5=..5<$)."?25*/R&& V.<<,(6T"(, &
ﬁ&):&4;,)%8Mmmanded *55"("66$+C Brainwashing
ﬁ$.&7#5:.2&m&-5J&B‘ﬂ]& D6/$5,?77?<& &  8Z"[%,/%,;




NOW... WHERE DO THOSE 3 ROADS TAKE YOU?

The Narrow goes to heavenE through the
rough neighborhoods of history & humanity!
Just ask the giants of Church history
& the martyrs of the kingdom.

The heroes of Hebrews ch.11
The 11 Apostles plus Paul & His helperskE
Jim Elliot < 30 Charlie Kirk < 33

!
!
!
I Jesus The Christ < 40 years oldE

Middle road sare on-ramp sto Wide road s...
BOTH become ONE going down hill to HELL!

How obedient, narrow, counter-cultural, un-popular & hard
(hated, slandered, & persecuted) is your walk with Jesus?

| Who or what ever led you to believe that a disobedient, wide-
way, culturally attractive, popular & easy walk with Jesus was
authentic?
|

| promise youE it was NOT Christ! !l(Luke 14:27)!
!

!Il#$%ll &

WORSHIP: 2063/&$45%' /$2% B&BBB%E5S:./ S
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Topical Lexicon
Overview of Usage!

Appearing one hundred ninety-four times, the verb

translated Oenter,0 Ogo in,O or Ocome inO spans the entire
New Testament narrative. It describes literal movement
through a doorway, divine access to holy presence,
acceptance into covenant blessings, and even the

intrusion of sin and demonic forces. Its breadth allows
Scripture to speak with one voice about who may

approach God, how salvation is received, and what
judgment awaits the unrepentant.

Physical Entry into Places

1. Everyday locations B homes, towns, synagogues, boats, tombs.

¥Luke 1:40; Mark 11:11; John 18:1.

2. Public institutions b the praetorium (John 18:33), courtrooms (Acts 23:10), prisons
(Acts 16:40).

3. Geographic regions b Jesus enters Galilee (Mark 1:21) or disciples enter Macedonia
(Acts 16:10).

These accounts ground the incarnation and apostolic mission in real space and time.
The Gospel moves byfootsteps through open doors.

Entry into Houses and Fellowship

Repeated instructions surround hospitality: OWhen you enter the house, greet itO
(Matthew 10:12). The command assumes believers will cross thresholds to bring peace,
teach, heal, and share meals. A refusal to enter (Matthew 8:8) or to allow another to
enter (Luke 11:52) reveals faith or unbelief. Early churches met in homes (Acts 18:7), so
entering became synonymous with fellowship in the body of Christ.

Entry into the Temple and Sacred Spaces
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Jesus twice Oentered the temple courts and drove out those buying and selling®
(Matthew 21:12; Mark 11:15). His authoritative entrance fulfills MalachiOs promise: OThe
Lord you are seeking will come to His temple.O Later Hebrews draws on Old Testament
priestly imagery:

¥ OHe entered the Most Holy Place once for all, not by the blood of goats and calves, but
by His own bloodO Hebrews 9:12).

¥ OJesus has entered on our behalf as a forerunner®¢brews 6:20).

Such verses connect the earthly temple to the heavenly reality, highlighting ChristOs
unique access and the believerOs confidence to follow.

Entry into the Kingdom of God

Salvation language dominates Gospel exhortations:

¥ OUnless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of

heavenO {latthew 5:20).

¥ Olt is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of GodO
(Mark 10:25).

¥ Ol am the gate; whoever enters through Me will be savedO
(John 10:9).

Entrance is granted through repentance, childlike faith
(Mark 10:15), and new birth of water and Spirit (John 3:5).
Acts reaffirms that Othrough many tribulations we must
enter the kingdom of GodO Acts 14:22), merging present
discipleship with future inheritance.

Entry into Rest and Promise

Hebrews applies IsraelOs wilderness story: OWe who have believed enter that restO
(Hebrews 4:3). The verb shows that faithful believers presently experience spiritual rest
while anticipating consummation. Failure to enter ( Hebrews 3:18-19) warns the church
against unbelief.

Entry of Sin and Spirits


https://biblehub.com/matthew/21-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/11-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrews/9-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrews/6-20.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/5-20.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/10-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/10-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/mark/10-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/3-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/acts/14-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrews/4-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrews/3-18.htm

The same term pictures hostile invasion:

¥ OSin entered the world through one man®gmans 5:12).

¥ Demons enter a herd of pigs Mark 5:13); an unclean spirit re-enters a swept house
(Matthew 12:45).

¥ OSatan entered into Judas@uke 22:3; John 13:27).

These references remind readers that gateways can open to righteousness or to evil.
ChristOs Entry and Messianic Mission
Key salvific moments are marked by JesusO entering:

1. Incarnational humility B He enters the world (Hebrews 10:5).

2. Prophetic ministry © He enters NazarethOs synagogue to announce good news. (ke
4:16).

3. Triumphal approach b He enters Jerusalem amid prophetic acclaim (Matthew 21:10).
4. Passion b He enters Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36) and the praetorium (John 18:33).
5. Resurrection vindication b He enters locked rooms to reveal Himself alive (John
20:19, 26).

6. Heavenly exaltation B He enters the true sanctuary (Hebrews 9:24).

Each entrance unfolds redemptive history, assuring believers that the Captain of their
salvation has opened the way.

Apostolic Ministry Patterns of Entry

Acts records PaulOs custom: OAccording to his custom, Paul went in to them, and for
three Sabbaths he reasoned with them from the ScripturesO fcts 17:2). Entering
synagogues, marketplaces, and homes enabled proclamation. The sameness of
vocabulary between Christ and His servants illustrates imitation of the MasterOs
itinerant compassion.

Eschatological Entry and Exclusion

Parables climax with either welcome or shut door:

¥ Wise virgins Owent in with him to the wedding feastOv(atthew 25:10).

¥ The man without wedding clothes hears, OFriend, how did you get in here without
wedding clothes?0 {latthew 22:12).

¥ New JerusalemOs gates Owill never be shut,O yet Onothing unclean will ever enter itO
(Revelation 21:27).

Ultimate reality will manifest the moral decisions already revealed by who or what now
enters hearts, homes, and holy places.

Theological Themes
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¥ Access: God invites, but on His termd&\repentance and
faith in Christ.

¥ Authority: Jesus commands the gates of every sphereN
cosmic, cultic, communal.

¥ Holiness: Entrance into GodOs presence demands
cleansing; Christ provides it.

¥ Mission: Gospel advane follows the pattern of entering
new territory.

¥ Warning: lllicit entry by sin or false teachers threatens the
flock.

Practical Ministry Applications

1. Hospitality: Receive messengers of the gospel; their entrance blesses households.

2. Evangelism: Boldly step into new contexts, trusting God to open hearts.

3. Personal holiness: Guard spiritual gateways; do not Ogive the devil an opportunity.O
4. Worship: Approach God with confidence, remembering Christ has already entered on
our behalf.

5. Hope: Anticipate the unrestricted entrance into the eternal city promised to all who
wash their robes in the blood of the Lamb (Revelation 22:14).

BY TRACING EVERY DOORWAY CROSSED—FROM
BETHLEHEM TO THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY—THE
NEW TESTAMENT URGES BELIEVERS TO ENTER LIFE,
REST, AND GLORY THROUGH THE ONE WHO FIRST
ENTERED FOR THEM.
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Topical Lexicon
Overview of Usage in Scripture!

The preposition !"# appears across every genre of the New Testament, functioning as

one of the chief connectors between GodOs purpose and human experience. With the
genitive it most commonly expresses OthroughO in the sense of agency or

instrumentality; with the accusative it most often indicates reason, cause, or motive
(Obecause of,O Ofor the sake ofO). The breadth of its 669 occurrences allows the reader to
trace a unified biblical theology of divine action mediated to, in, and through creation.

Divine Agency and Creation
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From the opening testimony of John NOThrough Him all things were madeQi¢hn 1:3)N
I"# marks the Son as the personal agent of creation. Paul echoes this cosmic scope:
OAIl things were created through Him and for HimOQolossians 1:16) and OFrom Him
and through Him and to Him are all thingsO Romans 11:36). The preposition thereby
anchors a high Christology: the eternal Word is no mere helper but the divine channel
through which the Father brings the universe into being and sustains it.

Christological Mediation

The incarnate ministry of Jesus is repeatedly defined with I"#. He teaches that access
to the Father is Othrough MeQl¢hn 14:6). Redemption is accomplished Othrough His
bloodO Colossians 1:20), reconciliation occurs Othrough the crossOEphesians 2:16),
and believers are justified Othrough the obedience of the One ManQRpmans 5:19). The
apostles thus employ !"# to proclaim Christ as the exclusive mediator in every stage of
salvation history.

Salvation by Grace through Faith

PaulOs succinct gospel irEphesians 2:8NOFor by grace you are saved through faitHD
places !"# at the center of soteriology. Faith is not meritorious but the God -given
conduit through which grace flows. Romans 5 repeatedly intertwines grace, faith, and
peace Othrough our Lord Jesus ChristGRpmans 5:192, 9911). The consistent pairing of
I"# with $"%&™ (faith) highlights the instrumentality of trusting reliance rather than
works.

Instrumentality of the Holy Spirit

While the Spirit Himself is rarely the direct object of I"#, His ministry is often described
through it. Prophecy comes Othrough the Holy SpiritQActs 1:16), love is Opoured out into
our hearts through the Holy SpiritO Romans 5:5), and believers abound in hope Othrough
the power of the Holy SpiritO Romans 15:13). (") underscores the SpiritOs role as the
operational means of applying redemption to the church.

Human Agency in GodOs Purposes

God frequently works through human servants. John the Baptist came Othrough the
word of Isaiah the prophetO Matthew 3:3), signs were done Othrough the apostlesO\¢ts
2:43), and the gospel spread Othrough the whole regionQ\(ts 13:49). Paul was
appointed an apostle Othrough Jesus Christ and God the Father@@latians 1:1). The
preposition reinforces both divine sovereignty and responsible human participation.

Cause, Motive, and Consequence

In the accusative, !I"# often conveys reason: persecution comes'Obecause of My nameO
(Matthew 10:22); stumbling blopks exist Obecause of offensesONlatthew 18:7); wrath
falls Obecause of these thingsOHphesians 5:6). It can also indicate result: Obecause of
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the transient joyO Hebrews 12:2). Recognizing this nuance guards against misreading
passages where !"# points to underlying motives rather than means.

Suffering and Perseverance

Believers are called to endure Othrough many tribulationsQA¢ts 14:22) and are
comforted Othrough ChristOZ4 Corinthians 1:5). Their faith is proven Othrough fireOl(
Peter 1:7), they conquer Othrough the blood of the LambQRevelation 12:11), and final
victory is assured Othrough our Lord Jesus ChristOL(Corinthians 15:57). (") therefore
frames both the pathway of suffering and the hope beyond it.

Prayer, Thanksgiving, and Worship

Access to God in prayer is Othrough HimGEphesians 2:18). Thanksgiving ascends
Othrough Jesus ChristOHebrews 13:15) and grace abounds Othrough many to the glory
of GodO 2 Corinthians 4:15). (") ties every expression of worship to the mediatorial
work of Christ, shaping doxology that is Trinitarian and Christ-centered.

Eschatological Fulfillment

Prophecy is fulfilled Othrough the prophetONatthew 1:22; 2:15), the mystery of the
inclusion of the Gentiles is revealed Othrough the gospelC=Ephesians 3:6), and the new
creation will be populated with nations walking Othrough its lightO Revelation 21:24).
The preposition links GodOs past promises to their future consummation, displaying the
continuity of His redemptive plan.

Pastoral and Practical Applications

1. Ministry Perspective: Every gift, opportunity, and result is Othrough God,O fostering
humility (1 Corinthians 3:5).

2. Evangelism: The gospel reaches others Othrough our word@ (Corinthians 5:20),
encouraging believers to see themselves as vessels rather than sources.

3. Suffering: Trials come Ofor the sake ofO ChrisRhilippians 1:29); understanding the
cause clarifies the purpose and strengthens endurance.

4. Assurance: Since salvation is secured Othrough faithO and Othrough His blood,0
confidence rests in divine provision rather than human effort.

5. Worship: Continuous gratitude offered Othrough Jesus ChristO safeguards services
from self -reliance and centers them on grace.

Select Key Passages

John 1:3; John 14:6; Romans 5:1D2;: Romans 11:36; 1 Corinthians 8:6; 2 Corinthians
5:20; Galatians 3:26; Ephesians 2:8;, Colossians 1:16D20:; Hebrews 13:15; 1 Peter 1:3D
7: Revelation 12:11.
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Through its multifaceted usage, !"# reveals the unbroken chain of divine initiative,
ChristOs mediation, Spirlempowered application, and human response. Recognizing
this connective thread deepens exegesis, clarifies doctrine, and enriches practical

ministry.

MacArthur Commentary:
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Here Is the appeal to which Jesus has
been moving through the whole sermon.

He gives the call to decide now about becoming a
citizen of GodOs kingdom and inheriting eternal
life, or remaining a citizen of this fallen world
and receiving damnation. The way to life is on
GodOs terms alone; the way to damnation is on any .
terms a pers  on wants, because every way but GodOs
leads to the same fate.
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what His kingdom is like and what its people are like—
and are notlike. Now He presents the choice of entering
the kingdom or not. Here the Lord focuses on the
inevitable decision that every person must make, the
crossroads where he must decide on the gate he will
enter and the way he will go.
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That Is the call that God has been
making to men since they turned
away from Him, and it is the supreme
appeal of His Word.
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In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus presents still
again that great choice of choices. This sermon
therefore cannot be simply admired and praised for
its ethics. Its truths will bless those who accept
the King but will stand in judgment over those who
refuse  Him. The one who admires GodOs way but does
not accept it is under greater judgment, because he

acknowledges that he knows the truth.
|
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The truths Jesus teaches here are truths
whose essence God teaches in the Old

Testament and throughout the New



Testament. They are truths for GodOs people
of every age E

The decision aboutthe qgate and the way
has always beena now decision.
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The contrast Jesus makes is not between
religion and irreligion, or between the higher
religions and the lower ones. Nor is it a contrast
between nice and upright people and vile and
degraded ones. It is a contrast between divine
righteousness and human ri ghteousness, all of
which Is unrighteousnNess.  )1021+1(-#)&+2)13%)/%696#1:0604%! &Y66%64-+)0-#-+#:!
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There have always been but
two systems of religion
In the world.
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BUT WHEN SELF-RIGHTEOUS, EGO-CENTERED MAN
SAW THAT HE WAS SINFUL BY THE LAW’S
STANDARD, HE SIMPLY SET THE LAW ASIDE AND
DEVISED STANDARDS OF HIS OWN. HE INVENTED
NEW RELIGIONS THAT ACCOMMODATED HIS
SHORTCOMINGS AND THAT WERE HUMANLY
ACHIEVABLE. BY MEETING HIS OWN ATTAINABLE
STANDARDS, MAN THEREFORE CONSIDERED

HIMSELF RIGHTEOUS. !
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From here through the rest of the
sermon (vv. 13 £27) Jesus repeatedly
points out two things: the necessity
of choosing whether to follow God
or not, and the fact that the choices
are two and only two.

THERE ARE TWO GATES, THE NARROW AND
THE WIDE; TWO WAYS, THE NARROW AND THE
BROAD; TWO DESTINATIONS, LIFE AND
DESTRUCTION; TWO GROUPS, THE FEW AND THE
MANY; TWO KINDS OF TREES, THE GOOD AND
THE BAD, WHICH PRODUCE TWO KINDS OF
FRUIT, THE GOOD AND THE BAD; TWO KINDS OF
PEOPLE WHO PROFESS FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST,
THE SINCERE AND THE FALSE;, TWO KINDS OF
BUILDERS, THE WISE AND THE FOOLISH; TWO
FOUNDATIONS, THE ROCK AND THE SAND; AND
TWO HOUSES, THE SECURE AND THE INSECURE.
IN ALL PREACHING THERE MUST BE THE
DEMAND FOR A VERDICT. JESUS MAKES THE
CHOICE CRYSTAL CLEAR.
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DEFINITE AND SPECIFIC ACTION.!

The command is not to admire or to ponder
the gate butto enter it.

Many people admire the principles of
the Sermon on the Mount but never
follow those principles. Many

people respect and praise Jesus
Christ but never receive Him as Lord

and Savior. Because they never
receive the King and never enter the
kingdom, they are as much separated

from the King and as much outside
His kingdom as is the rankest atheist
or most unethical pagan.

JesusO command is not
simply to enter some gate
but to enter the
narrow gate
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THE PATH TO THAT NARROW WAY OF
KINGDOM LIVING IS THROUGH THE NARROW

GATE OF THE KING HIMSELF. !
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We proclaim a narrow gospel because that
Is the only gospel God has given and
therefore the only gospel there is.

|
THE PERSON WHO ENTERS THE NARROW GATE
MUST ENTER ALONE. WE CAN BRING NO ONE
ELSE AND NOTHING ELSE WITH US.
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The Jews had the mistaken notion
that they were all in GodOs
kingdom together by racial
salvation, signified by
circumcision.
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Salvation turns sovereignty over to Christ.
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Easy believism is not
scriptural believism.
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Salvation is the exchange of all that
we are for all that He is 6" 85%%P, HIGKKP
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THE REPENTANT LIFE WILL BE A CHANGED LIFE.
|

|
The primary message of JohnOs first epistle is that the
truly redeemed life will manifest itself in a transformed




life, in which confession of sin  (1:8B10), obedience to
GodOs will (2:486), love of GodOs other children (2:9811;
3:16B17), and practice of righteousness (3:4B10) are
normal and habitual.

OBY this is My Father glorified, that you bear
much fruit, and so prove to be My disciplesO
(John 15:8). Anything less is damning demon -

faith (James 2:19) that is orthodox but fruitless.
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There are few rules, few restrictions, and few
requirements. All you need do is profess Jesus, or
at least be religious, and you are readily
accepted in that large and diverse group.
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GodOs Word is praised but not
studied, and His standards are
admired but not followed.



#$0+! *.1 1%2301%+! 4(! +5010&3*,! 6*&310&."! 4(! 6(1*
7$*1*7&%1"14(17(660&6%4&"1*4-14(1+*710807%/19&!10+
%o*+.1'* 1(818,(*&04)! -('4+&1%* 6" dul"#$% &' () *$% " +% "#,*%
-1./0%1&&")/,23% "% "#$%4),2&$% '+% "#$% 4'-$)% '+% "#$% 1,)0%
*4.),"%"#1"%,*%2'-%-")5,23%,2%"#$%*' 2*%'+%/,*' 6DA D 2&H3C >
| IT IS THE TRAGIC WAY “WHICH SEEMS RIGHT TO A

MAN,” BUT WHOSE “END IS THE WAY OF DEATH”!
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A West Indian who had chosen Islam over
Christianity said his reason was that  0:<:B8!9:8:8
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seems that many preachers today do not see that
Issue as clearly as that unbelieving Muslim.

THE WAY THAT IS NARROW, HOWEVER, IS THE HARD
WAY, THE DEMANDING WAY, THE WAY OF
SELF-DENIAL AND THE CROSS.
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The fact that few are those who find GodOs
way implies that it is to be sought diligently.
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Jesus only saves those
for whom He becomes Lord.
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GodOs way of salvation is remarkably
simple, but it is not easy.

|
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We can give nothing or give up
nothing that will earn us entrance
into the kingdom, but if we long to
hold on to forbidden things it can

keep us out of the kingdom.
1
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We can pay nothing for salvation, yet coming
to Jesus Christ costs everything we have.
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The Lord goes on to show the
seriousness of deciding to follow
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The person who says ves to Christ must

say No to the things of the worldsigis2ss3#1s:
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The one whom we formerly served now becomes
our great enemy, and the ideas and ways we
once held dear now become our great
temptations and pitfalls.

1%,4$ ,4#$ :06"%"9&$ OK(7,$ &7..#6%"9$ ,4#$ Z(6)$ 03&($ 9¥
26(-%&#&$,40,$(76$4#06,8%$:%33$64#V (% 1A H 2B AEE
06#$ ,($ ,0:#$ 1(76094$ KHL07&H#S S 40&$ (/#61(-#S$ ,4#$ :(63)9
=?BALCS

;D:$! E1!>:4,+%1%! $4! 105C61! #24!$8% .,"2$34%1!
$+,1%!4F1%=FF1).10sB%"#9'7$%3d ,- !

| $908/6(*+&"*%+(_H#




\-)¥1)*001 O)*'5 14+#:1) %06 "))+ 1/+.21$-0#)1)-1)*06! 7--:140'068!)-1 2+46+)0-#8! *%+6%#8! 9-:81)*%!
SOHT -, 81+#:134%220435)1-#4. )Y ) *+  V+.1+()5+44.14%+:21)-1)*-296<! @*%8%6! 021#-)* 0471 *% &Y%
)-10#:0(+)%!)*+))*E"5 +". 1021, +8&>%:!1S1%44<|!

The point our Lord is making is
that itis marked OHeavenO but
does not lead there . That is the
great lie of all the false
religions of human achievement.
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Every religion except
Christianity, the only religion
of divine accomplishment,
follows the same spiritual way
and leads to the same spiritual
end, to hell.
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The Road Not Taken

"#$%E&' (%" &
*+,- 01

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both
And be one traveler, long | stood

And looked down one as far as | could

To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted weatr;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.

Oh, | kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
| doubted if | should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and N

| took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.
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