
“How	To	Ful*ill	All	Righteousness”	
Matthew	3:13-15	

July	21,	2024	

INTRO:	
Ø What	things/truths	do	you	most	take	for	granted?	
Ø Which	divine	details	do	you	most	often	gloss	over?	
Ø When	does	your	familiarity	become	complacency?	
Ø Where	is	your	joy…	in	faithfully	following	Jesus?		

	
PRAYER	

	
CONTEXT:	

Ø 	Series:		mMm	–	The	Gospel	of	Matthew	
Ø 	Ch.	1,	Ch.2,	Ch.3…	
Ø 	John	the	Baptist’s	Christ-like	counter-culture…		
Ø 	Today	is	both	a	“Wow!”	and	a	“How-to”	day.		

	
	
BIG	IDEA:												Christ’s coming… 

both explained and exemplified                                          
His cleansing and His commissioning. 

	
	
PREVIEW:	 (G.R.O.W.)	

1. 	Grace	
2. 	Rationalization	
3. 	Oneness	
4. 	Witness	



T/S		 Contextualize	the	text…					
	

ALL,	ALL,	ALL					vs.					FIRE!	FIRE!	FIRE!	
	
	
TEXT:	
	

Matthew	3:13-15	
Then Jesus came/arrived from Galilee to/at the 
Jordan, coming to/unto John to be baptized by 
him. 14But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I 

have the need to be baptized by You, and yet You are 
coming to me?” 15But Jesus, answering, said to him, 
“permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he permitted Him.  

 
Then Jesus came… to be bap1zed.  But John tried to 

prevent Him… But Jesus… said to John… permit it/do it 
now… it is fi=ng for US to fulfill ALL righteousness. 

Then John “permiFed” Him.	
	
	
T/S:							One	word	of	caution	as	we	begin…	Remember:	wrong	

deAinitions	typically	lead	to	bad	foundations,	faulty	
expectations,	&	off	the	mark	applications.	–	JDP	
Ø 	Wrong	dePinitions	create	bad	foundations…	
Ø 	Bad	foundations	give	rise	to	faulty	expectations.	
Ø 	Faulty	expectations	rationalize	off	applications.	
Ø 	Off	the	mark	applications	birth	biblical	SIN.	

https://biblehub.com/matthew/3-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/matthew/3-15.htm


I. Gospel	GRACE	
	

v.13:	
“Then	Jesus	came,	from	Galilee,	to	the	Jordan,													

to	John,	to	be	baptized,	by	him…”	
	
	

Ø Remember	the	cosmic	&	cultural	context	here…	

Ø See	the	tremendous	speciPicity…	divine	details!	
Ø Connect	all	6X	bridging,	modifying	prepositions...	

	
	

A. 	“Then	Jesus	came…”	
	

	
	

B. 	“from	Galilee…”	
a. 	See the precision of providence!	-	JDP	
b. 	Back	up…	from	heaven	to	here…	then…	



c. 	That’s	a	60+	mile,	14-15	day	walk!	
i. That’s	devotion,	drive	&	determination!	
ii. That’s	mission	&	ministry	on	display!	
iii. That’s	the	Needle	intentionally	placing	

Himself	exactly	where	He	Aits	in	the	
proverbial	haystack	of	history	&	humanity!	
–	JDP	

	

Jesus The Christ is the One who not 
only IS the Bible’s purple Needle that 
pulls the red thread of The Gospel thru 
Scripture, He is also the One who finds 
His Father’s chosen little needles in the 
world’s haystacks – Amen & AMEN!- JDP 

	
d. 	Jesus	left	&	walked	from	Nazareth	of	Galilee…	
e. 	“Can	anything	good	come	from	Nazareth?”	

i. Yes!	And…	not	only	“good”	but	God!	
ii. Good	can/does	come	from	anywhere	and	
anyone,	at	any	time	God	decides	&	directs!	

	
For Jesus to walk, on mission, 60-70 miles 
from Galilee to John the Baptist by the 
Jordan… reminds us that Christ goes way 
out of His way… to MAKE a way… for us. 

	
C. 	“to	the	Jordan	(River)…”	

a. 	Don’t	forget…	this	is	not	just	water…	
b. 	This	is	the	biblical	wilderness!	
c. 	This	is	the	gateway	to	the	“Promised	Land”		
d. 		Don’t	forget…	the	both/and	principle…	



i. Physical	AND	Spiritual	wilderness	
ii. Historical	AND	Contemporary	wilderness	
iii. National	AND	Personal	wilderness	

1. Missionary	John	was	sent	there	
2. Ministry	was	done	there	
3. Messiah	has	come	there	
	

D. 	“to	John”	
	

a. SpeciPically	CHOSEN	
	

b. SpeciPically	CALLED	
i. Even	when	He	speaks	to	thousands…	
ii. He	saves	souls	individually	-	one	at	a	time.	
iii. Praise	God,	His	Gospel’s	power	is	personal!	

1. Acts	1:8	
2. Matthew	28:18-20	
3. Titus	2:15	

	

c. SpeciPically	COMMISSIONED	
	

E. 	“to	be	baptized…”	
	

a. Before	we	begin…	remember	BOTH/AND!	
b. Remember	the	NOW…	and	not-yet	of	baptism!	
c. Note…	BOTH	His	speciPicity	AND	intentionality	
d. We’ll	dig	into	Christ’s	baptism	more	next	time.	
	

F. 	“by	him”	
a. See	role	&	utility	of	Christian	REALITY	

i. Shocking 
ii. Stretching 
iii. Serving 



b. See	role	&	utility	of	Christian	RELATIONSHIP	
i. Embrace	the	gift	of	relational	ministry!	
ii. While	He	does	not	need	us,	God	uses	us!	
iii. Being	His	slave	is	>	the	world’s	served…		

	

c. See	role	&	utility	of	Christian	RESPONSIBILITY	
i. Faith	without	works	is	dead	faith…	
ii. Works	without	faith	is	dead	works…	
iii. Responsibility	is	blessings’	standard!	-	JDP	

	
Genesis	1:28	

God blessed them and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and increase in number; fill the 

earth and subdue it…	

	
	
II. Rancid	RATIONALIZATION	

	
v.14:	

“But	John	tried	to	prevent	Him,	saying:	‘I	need	to	be	
baptized	by	You,’	and	‘Do	you	come	to	me?’”	

	
	

Ø What’s	the	most	slippery	slope	you	are	aware	of?	
Ø This	verse	leads	many	to/down	slippery	slopes…	
Ø Check	your	spiritual	“pulse”	as	we	go	thru	v.14…	
Ø Ask	yourself:	“What	does	this	verse	represent?”	

	
	

A. 	“BUT	John…”	



a. The “BUT” sets up everything here…	
b. “BUT”	=	contrast…	(key	dePinition)	
c. 	If	you	miss	this	“But”	you’ll	miss	the	point…	
d. 	John	is	contrasting	God	which	is	never	good!	
	

B. 	“tried	to	PREVENT	HIM…”	
	

a. God’s	Word	is	revealing	John’s	heart			(miracle)	
	

b. John	wants	to	STOP	CHRIST.		(Think	about	that!)	
	

c. ALL	3	parts	of	this	phrase	matter!	
• “tried	to”	=	heart’s	desire	
• “prevent”	=	stop,	thwart,	interfere,	etc.	
• “Him”	=	Jesus:	Maker,	Messiah,	Missionary	

1. Creator 
2. Cure 
3. Christ 
4. Curator 
5. Commander 
6. Commissioner 
7. Coming-back King! 

 
 

C. 	“saying…”		(This	is	John	speaking	to	Jesus…)	
	

a. “I	need	to	be	baptized	by	You,”	
• See	the	both/and	principle	again…	
• John	is	right	&	wrong	at	the	same	time!	

	
	

b. “and”	
• Don’t	miss	the	conjunction,	there’s	more!	
• Sinful	doubts	&	Q’s	seldom	travel	alone.	

	



c. “do	You	come	to	me?”	
	

• Think	about	what’s	being	said	here…	
	

• Now	take	your	heart’s	theological	pulse.	
	

• What	do	you	see,	hear,	feel,	&	believe???	
	

1. Good,	common	sense?	
2. Understandable	empathy?	
3. JustiPiable	confusion?	
4. OR:	do	you	see,	hear,	feel,	recognize	&	
acknowledge	John’s	BIBLICAL	SIN?	
a. God	&	His	Word	were	ignored!	
b. God	&	His	Word	were	doubted!	
c. God	&	His	Word	were	challenged!	

	

d. God	&	His	will	were	disrespected!	
e. God	&	His	will	were	minimized!	
f. God	&	His	will	were	not	enough!	

	

g. God	&	His	ways	were	not	TRUTH!		
h. God	&	His	ways	were	not	trusted!	
i. God	&	His	ways	were	not	obeyed!	

5. ALL	SIN	=	Rancid	Rationalization!	
a. Adam	&	Eve…	
b. Noah’s	neighbors…	
c. Abraham,	Sarah,	&	Ishmael…	
d. Martha’s	self-righteous	works…	
e. Peter,	like	JB,	tells	Jesus	“No…”	
f. Ananias	&	Sapphira’s	offering…	
g. Today’s	cultural:	“…ya	BUT…”	

	

• EVERY	“ya-but”	is	a	swing	of	the	axe…	
	



• PLUS…	silence	in	the	company	of	sin	is	
BOTH…	simultaneously…	the	sin	of	
commission	AND	the	sin	of	omission.	

	

• Silence	in	the	face	of	sin	is	a	faithless,	
complacent,	&		corrupted	
endorsement.	

• When we stand or sit in socially 
complicit silence, we are being 
heard loud and clear! 

 

• Remember,	wherever	and	whenever	you	
are	present…	Your	presence	without	
challenge	or	contrast	is	your	ringing	
endorsement	–	regardless	of	what	you	say.		

	

• EVERY	“Yes,	Lord”	leads	to	His	pruning.	
	

1. Remember	2	Timothy	3:16-17	
	

2. Remember	ALL	of	God’s	absolutes!	
	

	
III. Overwhelming	ONENESS	

	
v.15a-b:	

“But	Jesus,	answering,	said	to	him,	‘Permit	it	now,	for	
it	is	Aitting	for	us	to	fulAill	all	righteousness…”	

	

	

A. 	“BUT	Jesus…”	
	

a. Don’t	miss	the	beautiful	double	BUT	here!	
	



i. But	John…	and	now	But	Jesus…	
	

ii. See	Jesus	contrasting	John’s	contrasting.	
	

iii. See	amazing	grace	&	missional	mercy!	
	

b. Remember,	Jesus	has	already	been	identiPied	
as	divine…	Christ;	Creator;	King;	&	Savior!	
	

B. 	“answering…”	(His	answering	is	loving	grace!)	
	

a. Many	questions	do	not	deserve	answers…	
	

b. Many	questioners	do	not	deserve	attention!	
	

c. See	Job	&	His	“Why	me?”	pity	party	(Job	38).	
	

C. 	“said	to	him/John…”	
	

a. 	Don’t miss the Messiah’s mercy! 
 

b. Think	about	the	love,	grace,	&	mercy	we	
have	received	from	our	Lord…when	justice	
alone	would	have	squashed	us	like	a	bug!	

	

c. Remember:	Hebrews	1:1	&	4:12	&	Acts	9…	
	

Acts	9:10	
Now there was a disciple at Damascus 

named Ananias; and the Lord said to him in 
a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, 

Lord.”	
	

D. 	“PERMIT	it	NOW…”	
	

a. This	is	another	LOADED,	3-word	grace-gift!	
	



i. PERMIT	=	obey,	abide,	adhere-to,	etc.	
a. 	See	the	surrendering…	
b. 	See	the	submitting…	
c. 	See	the	serving…	

	

ii. IT	=	principle	(obey);	particular	(baptize)	
	 					

iii. NOW	=	timing	is	in	faithful	obedience	
	

a. 	See	speci]icity	again	
b. 	See	intentionality	again	
c. 	See	authority	again	
d. 	See	tactics	&	strategy	again	

	

	
E. 	“for	IT	IS	FITTING…”	

	

a. “for”	=	explanation…	serves	as	a	“because”	
	

b. “IT”	=	again	BOTH	principle	AND	particular!	
	

c. “IS	FITTING”		
i. Literally:	correct,	appropriate,	righteous…	

	

ii. Called-for,	Commanded,	Commissioned!		
	

iii. Biblical	obedience	(unlike	balance	&	other	
rationalized	alternatives)	is	ALWAYS	Aitting	
&	fruitful	in	Christ’s	faith	family!	-	JDP	

	

F. 	“for	US…”	
	

a. Stop!		Clear	your	thoughts…	take	this	in!	
	

b. Forget	the	particular	&	focus	on	the	principle!	
	

c. Let	this	INFORM,	INSPECT,	&	INSPIRE	you…	
	



i. INFORM:		Christ	comes	with	koinonia!	
	

ii. INSPECT:		Christ	calls	for	true	koinonia!	
a. Ecclesia?	
b. Koinonia?	
c. Homothoomadon?	

	

iii. INSPIRE:					(5	Great	C’s)	
a. Great	Commandments	
b. Great	Commission	
c. Great	Combat 
d. Great	Christian 
e. Great	Church 

i. John	17:20-26	
ii. Matthew	28:18-20	
iii. Acts	1:8		&		2:41-47	
iv. 2	Corinthians	5:17-21	
v. Ephesians	4:1-7	

	
G. 	“to	FULFILL…”	

	

a. DePinition:			
	

i. To	biblically	OBEY.	
	

ii. To	HIT	the	bullseye	vs.	miss	the	mark.	
	

iii. To	FILL	until	or	beyond	FULL.	
	

iv. To	COMPLETE,	to	SATIFY	the	standards.	
	

v. To	make	God’s	GOALS	our	full	REALITY.	
	

vi. To	harness	God’s	GRACE,	for	His	GLORY.	
	

vii. To	learn,	love,	&	truly	live	“Yes. LORD!” 
 

 

b. 	CRITICAL	NOTE:	Now	link	the	“US”	above…	



	

i. Almighty	God	unites	with	&	uses	US!	
	

ii. Nothing	says	US	like	The	Gospel	–	mMm!	
	

iii. “Us	is	deAined	miracle,	MESSIAH,	mission!	
	

H. 	“ALL	rightesousness.”	
	

a. Note:	DEFINITIONS	are	critical	here…	
	

b. For	starters,	“Christ’s	ALLs	mean	ALL!”	–	JDP	
	

c. Anything	missed	or	undone,	by	de^inition,	
is	the	proof	that	not	ALL	was	ful^illed.	–	JDP			

d. By	deAinition,	you	cannot	and	will	not	
accomplish	ALL	of	anything	if	&	when	you	do	
not	start	at	the	beginning…	and	include	ALL	
of	the	subsequent	(included)	essentials.	–	JDP	

	
	

e. Righteousness	is	right	done	God’s	way!	–	JDP	
	

f. Righteousness is a divine gift that comes 
from Christ alone… Consequently, true 
righteousness cannot be gotten by any 
other means than The Gospel.  

	

g. Righteousness	dePined:		righteousness 
means BE-ing and doing (a.k.a. living) 
in right relationship with God, other 
people, and all creation…  We act with 
righteousness when we live justly, 
honestly, and faithfully according to 
God’s Word, will, and ways. 



h. Biblical righteousness is always, & in every 
way, the opposite of scriptural sin. -	JDP		

i. You	cannot	BE	sinfully	righteous!	-	JDP	
	
	
	

IV. Working	WITNESS	
	

v.15c:	
“Then	he/John	permitted	Him/Jesus	Christ.”	

	
	

A. 	“Then…”	
	

a. 	See	both	chronological	and	consequential…	
	

b. 	See	GRACE	in	John’s	“fruit	of	repentance”		
	

c. 	See	the	sequential	and	the	sanctiPication…	
	

d. 	When	is	then?	(see	sancti9ication’s	sequence)	
	

e. 	Answer	is	always	the	same…		G.R.O.W.	
	

f. 	Gospel	Grace,	Repent	&	Believe,	Obey	&	
Abide,	Worshipping	Witness…	then	repeat!	

	

i. After	God’s	Gift	of	Gospel	GRACE	
	

ii. After	we	Realize	&	Repent	of	our	
Rancid	RATIONALIZATIONS	(sins)	

	

iii. After	we	BE-come	Overcomers	in	Our	
Overwhelming	ONENESS	in	Christ…	
1. 	Vertical	Koinonia	(Christian)	
2. 	Horizontal	Koinonia	(Church)	



B. 	“he/Him”	
	

a. Created…	John,	Matthew,	all	of	us,	humanity.	
	

b. Creator!	
	

i. See	His	holy	humility	in	this	dynamic…	
	

ii. He	allows	the	preventing	to	become	
the	permitting!	-	JDP	

	

iii. He	is	like	a	loving	dad	who	lets	his	child	
think	they	are	doing	the	heavy	lifting	:-)	

		
C. 	“permitted”	

	

a. This	is	the	same	word	as	earlier	in	v.15…	
	

b. Who	permitted	who?	
	
	

c. John’s	Head,	Heart,	&	Hands	are	transformed!		
	

d. The	prevented	has	changed	to	the	permitted.	
	

e. Christ’s	humility	&	holiness	engage	the	
preventer	&	empowers	the	permitter.	–	JDP	

	

f. See Christ’s: 
i. Coming 
ii. Cleansing 
iii. Commissioning 

	

g. See	GRACE	in	John’s	“fruit	of	repentance”		
i. John’s	HEAD	was	changed	by	grace!	
ii. John’s	HEART	was	changed	by	grace!	
iii. John’s	HANDS	were	changed	by	grace!	

	
REVIEW:	



Christ’s coming both explained 
and exemplified His cleansing                  

and His commissioning. 
	
	
CLOSE:	

(G.R.O.W.) 
1. 	G  Gospel		 	 	 GRACE	

2. 		R  Rancid		 	 	 RATIONALIZATION	

3. 	O  Overwhelming		 ONENESS	

4. 	W  Working			 	 WITNESS	
	
	

	



Let	me	show	it	to	you	textually	&	visually…	
	

	
	

Here’s	the	collective	“For	what?	So	what?	&	Now	what?”	
	

	



	
	

	
	
Question:			So…	“How do we fulfill all righteousness?” 
	
	 Answer:			We	do	it	BY,	IN,	&	FOR	Christ!	

(BY	God’s)	Grace	
We	Grow	(IN	Christ)	&	

Go	(FOR	Christ)!	
	

PRAYER	
WORSHIP:			Amazing	Grace/Rising	Sun		&		Amazing	Grace/My	Chain	Are	Gone	



STUDY	NOTES:	
	
	
 

Matthew	3:13-15	
The Baptism of Jesus 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to 
be baptized by him. 14(But) John would have prevented him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus 
it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the 
water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven 
said, “This is my beloved Son,  with whom I am well pleased.” 

 
 
 

Key	OBSERVATIONS:	
Ø See	the	6X	prepositions	(relational	&	
modifying	bridges)	

Ø Note:	here	we	have	Jesus	Christ’s	Pirst	
recorded	words	in	the	New	Testament	
o Connect	to	Genesis	1:1	&	3:15	
o Connect	to	John	1:1	&	3:3,16,36	
o Connect	to	Revelation	11:18	&	22:21-2	

	
God’s will often does not make sense to us, as we are 
unable to see the fulness of his plan. Maturity in faith 
is a willingness to obey and allow God’s revealed will 

http://biblehub.com/matthew/3-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/3-14.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/3-15.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/3-16.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/3-17.htm


to be carried out despite how counterintuitive it may 
seem. Preaching a Gospel of a bloody cross, and 
empty tomb, and a call to total self-denial and 

discipleship is not a message that is likely to attract 
a crowd, and speaking the Gospel as it is may seem 
counterintuitive to our desire to see many come to 
know the Lord Jesus, and yet God says, “let it be so 
now.” Paying taxes to a government that funds the 
slaughter of unborn babies and abusive hormone 

treatments to young children may seem 
counterintuitive, and yet Scripture commands, “let it 

be so now.” Continuing in a time of suffering, 
poverty, or grief may seem contradictory to the 
joyful life that living in Christ should be, and yet 

Jesus tells us, with his own scars of suffering still in 
his body, “let it be so now.” God gave us brains and 
we are meant to follow them, but when the will of 

God makes no sense to us, Jesus’ gentle words to his 
faithful disciples are, “let it be so now.” 

But Jesus does give John some explanation: “For 
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 

- Andy	Osborne	
 
 

NIV Applica+on Commentary 
 
 



Why does the expected Messiah 
want to be baptized by his 

forerunner? 
 
Without a careful reading of the text, one might conclude that Jesus thought that he also 

needed conversion and purifica9on, as did the crowd (3:2, 6). But John quickly dispels that 
possibility, because he knows Jesus’ iden9ty as the One bringing the messianic bap9sm: “I need 
to be bap9zed by you, and do you come to me?” This is the more powerful One who 
inaugurates the kingdom that John has been proclaiming. Only at Jesus’ insistence (“Let it be so 
now”) does John consent to bap9ze Jesus, because “it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness” (3:15).  

 

Jesus’ baptism has far more 
significance than we might think. No 
wonder all four Gospels narrate this 
incident in one form or another (cf. 

Mark 1:9–11; Luke 3:21–22; John 1:29–
34). This is the beginning of the ministry 
that will forever forge the direction of 

God’s relationship with his people. 
 

What does Jesus mean that in his bap+sm he 
and John will “fulfill all righteousness”? The word 
“fulfill” (pleroo) con+nues the theme of 
“fulfillment” that has been so prominent in the 
beginning narra+ve of MaGhew’s Gospel.  

 



Jesus’	conception,	birth,	and	infancy	ful6illed	
both	speci6ic	and	general	prophecies	(chs.	1–2),	
the	appearance	of	John	ful6ills	Old	Testament	
expectations	of	the	forerunner	(3:3),	and	now	
Jesus’	baptism	will	“ful6ill	all	righteousness.”	
Righteousness	(dikaiosyne)	is	another	
important	concept	in	Matthew’s	Gospel	(cf.	5:6,	
10,	20;	6:1,	33;	21:32).  

 
Some suggest that Jesus means this in an ethical sense, that the bap9sm will fulfill all of the 

righteous expecta9ons of the law, similar to what Jesus will declare in the Sermon on the 
Mount (cf. 5:17). However, the present context does not imply an ethical submission to God’s 
commands. Nowhere in the Old Testament is there a divine command to 
submit to John’s bap9sm. Therefore, submission to his bap9sm can 
hardly be thought of as an act of righteousness, and certainly no 
thought of fulfilling all righteousness. 

 

Most likely Jesus means this in a salva2on-historical sense. 
God’s saving ac2vity prophesied throughout the Old 
Testament is now being fulfilled with the inaugura2on of 
Jesus’ ministry, culmina2ng in his death on the cross.  

 

Perhaps Jesus has in mind the righteousness of 
Isaiah 53:11: “After	the	suffering	of	his	soul,	he	will	see	the	
light	of	life	and	be	satis5ied;	by	his	knowledge	my	righteous	
servant	will	justify	many,	and	he	will	bear	their	iniquities.”  

 
Jesus will accomplish God’s will in the sense of God’s saving ac7vity. 

This is supported by the similar salva7on-historical reference to John 
the Bap7st in 21:31–32.  

 



Jesus is expressing his obedience to God’s plan of salva9on that has been revealed in the 
Scriptures. 

 
The public bap7sm, therefore, provides concrete salva7on-historical 

con7nuity between John’s and Jesus’ ministries.  
 
As Jesus iden7fies himself with John in the bap7sm, this represents 

an endorsement of John’s ministry and message and links Jesus’ cause 
to John’s.  

 

Moreover, as Jesus goes into the waters of bap2sm, he 
iden2fies with his people in their need; that is, he iden2fies 
with the sinful humanity he has come to save, and especially 
at this point in 2me, with the believing remnant of Israel who 
come to be bap2zed.  

 
Leon Morris paints a graphic picture: 

Jesus might well have been up there in front standing with John and calling on sinners to 
repent. Instead, he was down there with the sinners, affirming his solidarity with them, 
making himself one with them in the process of the salva9on that he would in due course 
accomplish. 

Jesus	now	will	bring	to	fulUillment	the	ministry	
John	began.	He	is	the	“more	powerful”	One	to	whom	
John	pointed,	who	fulUills	the	hope	of	righteousness	
as	the	Davidic	King	and	righteous	Servant.	But	more	
important,	he	is	also	Immanuel,	“God	with	us,”	and	
Jesus,	the	one	who	will	“save	his	people	from	their	
sins”	(1:21–23).  

 

He iden9fies with John’s salva9on-historical ministry, but he does so from the water, 
iden9fying with the very people he has come to save. Hence, Jesus will now receive the 
anoin9ng of the Spirit and the confirma9on of the Father to accomplish his mission, further 
indica9ons of the reason for his bap9sm. 



 

Imagine the scene. John has declared openly and 
firmly his expecta+ons about the judgment to 
accompany the powerful Coming One. The people 
have banked their future on the hope of the 
coming of the kingdom of God. And now the One 
recognized by John to embody those dreams 
simply goes into the waters of the Jordan River to 
be bap+zed like any of the people. It seems so 
an+climac+c, and even paradoxical.  

 

But out of that unassuming scene comes a 
drama2c enactment of God to present Jesus for 
his messianic mission, as he experiences a 
threefold revela2on: He sees the heavens open; 
he sees the Spirit of God descend as a dove on 
him; and he hears God’s voice acknowledge him 
as his beloved Son. 

(1) As Jesus comes up from the water, “heaven was opened.” This “divine passive”30 hints 
that God himself is opening the communica9on gates of heaven to reveal something 
momentous. This is a common expression in Scripture to refer to significant 9mes of God 
revealing something important to his people (cf. Isa. 64:1; Ezek. 1:1; John 1:51; Acts 7:56; 
10:11). 

(2) Jesus then “saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and ligh9ng on him.” The Spirit 
does not take the form of a dove but rather some visible manifesta9on, indica9ng the real 
descent of the Spirit on Jesus. The dove symbol expresses characteris9cs o_en associated with 
a dove, such as gentleness and peace in contrast to judgment (recall the dove sent out by Noah 
to determine whether God’s 9me of judgment had ended, Gen. 8:10), or the superintending 
and crea9ve ac9on of the Spirit hovering over the waters of the new crea9on (Gen. 1:2). 



The descent of the Spirit alludes to the anoin9ng of the Servant of the Lord by the Spirit in 
Isaiah 42:1—which will be the words quoted by the heavenly voice in Madhew 3:17 (cf. 
12:18)—and the anoin9ng of the Davidic Branch by the Spirit in Isaiah 11:2. Jesus’ anoin9ng by 
the Spirit is both the corona9on of Israel’s Messiah and the commissioning of God’s righteous 
Servant for the work he will now carry out in the power and presence of the Spirit. The One 
who is to bap9ze with the Spirit (Mad. 3:11), who will be guided and empowered by the Spirit 
(4:1), who will inaugurate the messianic age of salva9on through the Spirit (12:18–21; cf. Isa. 
42:1–4; 61:1), is now anointed by the Spirit for his public messianic ministry. 

This is not to suggest that in his bap9sm Jesus receives the Spirit for the first 9me. His 
concep9on itself was “through the Holy Spirit” (1:20), which indicates that even as John the 
Bap9st was filled with the Spirit from the womb, so was Jesus. Rather, the descent of the Spirit 
in the bap9sm is a formal anoin9ng that inaugurates Jesus’ public ministry. John the Bap9st 
declares elsewhere that the Spirit’s descent on Jesus is what confirmed for him that Jesus was 
indeed the Son of God (John 1:32–34). This is the visible, confirming sign that Jesus is the long-
expected Messiah, the One for whom John has been preparing the way. 

(3) The symbolism of the dove is made explicit as a voice sounds out from heaven. For the 
Jewish people of the 9me, although they considered that prophecy had ceased with Malachi, a 
voice from God could s9ll be heard. But that voice was indirect and did not have binding 
authority. Now sounds a voice that is far different. The presence of the Messiah brings with him 
the direct voice from God with all of its authority. With the arrival of the prophe9c figure John 
the Bap9st, with the descent of the Spirit on the anointed Messiah, and with a voice from the 
Father, God is resuming direct communica9on. The voice gives a dual pronouncement of the 
iden9ty and nature of Jesus through ci9ng excerpts of two messianically significant passages: 
Psalm 2:7 and Isaiah 42:1. 

(a) The statement “This is my Son, whom I love” calls to mind the well-known image of 
father and son in Psalm 2:7: “I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, “You are my 
Son.” The 9tle “Son of God” had clear messianic significance prior to Jesus’ ministry. The 
expression “whom I love” may have evoked images of Isaac, who is called Abraham’s “son, your 
only son … whom you love” (Gen. 22:2), but more important is the rela9onship that is declared 
between Jesus and the voice. Jesus is the Son, the voice is from the Father, and at the heart of 
their rela9onship is love. Nothing is said here of when that rela9onship began, but Madhew has 
already informed us that Jesus’ concep9on has marked him out as of divine origin (1:20, 23; cf. 
2:15). This is not the language of adop9on but of confirma9on of an exis9ng rela9onship of 
divine love between the heavenly Father and his Son. 

(b) The statement “with him I am well pleased” takes our understanding of Jesus’ mission 
one step further by drawing on Isaiah 42:1 for another messianically significant figure—the 
“Servant.” 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
my chosen one in whom I delight; 

I will put my Spirit on him 
and he will bring jus9ce to the na9ons. 

In the declara9on of the Father, Jesus is heralded as the Servant who is enabled by the Spirit’s 
anoin9ng to bring jus9ce to the na9ons. This link will be made explicit as the narra9ve unfolds, 



when Madhew cites Isaiah 42:1–4 in the context of clarifying the purpose of Jesus’ ministry (cf. 
Mad. 12:17–21). 

As the background to the Father’s declara9on, these passages point out two dis9nct 
emphases of Jesus’ iden9ty, self-understanding, and mission. (1) He is the divine Son and the 
suffering Servant, a pronouncement that recalls the double entendre of the Nazarene allusion 
(2:23) and will be repeated by the voice in the Transfigura9on (17:5). The Father has placed into 
the hands of his beloved Son the mission of the Servant to bring salva9on to the na9ons (Isa. 
42:1, 4). Love and obedience will sustain the rela9onship and actualize the mission, because the 
Father’s will for the beloved Son must include obedience to the cross as the Son takes on 
himself the iniquity of his people (Mad. 26:39, 42; cf. Isa. 53). 

(2) Through the anoin9ng by the Spirit, the Father formally inaugurates Jesus into his public 
ministry as the unique Son, who is the triumphant messianic King (Ps. 2), yet the humble 
Servant (Isa. 42). He will accomplish his Father’s will in coming to his people Israel (Mad. 10:6; 
15:24), yet he brings hope to the na9ons (Mad. 28:18). These are the themes that will 
characterize the unfolding story of Jesus Messiah.1 

 
1 Michael J. Wilkins, Ma#hew, The NIV Applica9on Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 
Publishing House, 2004), 138–144. 

GotQues+ons.org 
 

What does Christ mean? 
 
To the surprise of some, “Christ” is not Jesus’ last name (surname). “Christ” comes from 
the Greek word Christos, meaning “anointed one” or “chosen one.” This is the Greek 
equivalent of the Hebrew word Mashiach, or “Messiah.” “Jesus” is the Lord’s human name 
given to Mary by the angel Gabriel (Luke 1:31). “Christ” is His title, signifying Jesus was sent 
from God to be a King and Deliverer (see Daniel 9:25; Isaiah 32:1). “Jesus Christ” means 
“Jesus the Messiah” or “Jesus the Anointed One.” 
 
In ancient Israel, when someone was given a position of authority, oil was poured on his 
head to signify his being set apart for God’s service (e.g., 1 Samuel 10:1). Kings, priests, 
and prophets were anointed in such fashion. Anointing was a symbolic act to indicate 
God’s choosing (e.g., 1 Samuel 24:6). Although the literal meaning of anointed refers to the 
application of oil, it can also refer to one’s consecration by God, even if literal oil is not 
used (Hebrews 1:9). 
 
There are hundreds of prophetic passages in the Old Testament that refer to a coming 
Messiah who would deliver His people (e.g., Isaiah 61:1; Daniel 9:26). Ancient Israel 
thought their Messiah would come with military might to deliver them from decades of 
captivity to earthly kings and pagan nations. But the New Testament reveals a much better 
deliverance provided by Jesus the Messiah—a deliverance from the power and penalty of 
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sin (Luke 4:18; Romans 6:23). 
 
The Bible says Jesus was anointed with oil on two separate occasions by two different 
women (Matthew 26:6–7; Luke 7:37–38), but the most significant anointing came by way of 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:38). Jesus’ title of “Christ” means He is God’s Anointed One, the 
One who fulfills the Old Testament prophecies, the Chosen Savior who came to rescue 
sinners (1 Timothy 1:15), and the King of kings who is coming back again to set up His 
Kingdom on earth (Zechariah 14:9). 

 
F O R  M O R E : O R  F U R T H E R  S T U D Y  
God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ by Stephen Wellum 
 
 

Easton's Bible Dictionary - Christ 
 
Christ  

anointed, the Greek translation of the Hebrew word rendered "Messiah" (q.v.), 
the official title of our Lord, occurring five hundred and fourteen times in the 
New Testament. It denotes that he was anointed or consecrated to his great 
redemptive work as Prophet, Priest, and King of his people. He is Jesus the 
Christ ( Acts 17:3 ; 18:5 ; Matthew 22:42 ), the Anointed One. He is thus 
spoken of by ( Isaiah 61:1 ), and by ( Daniel 9:24-26 ), who styles him 
"Messiah the Prince." 

The Messiah is the same person as "the seed of the woman" ( Genesis 
3:15 ), "the seed of Abraham" ( Genesis 22:18 ), the "Prophet like unto 
Moses" ( Deuteronomy 18:15 ), "the priest after the order of Melchizedek" 
( Psalms 110:4 ), "the rod out of the stem of Jesse" ( Isaiah 11:1 Isaiah 
11:10 ), the "Immanuel," the virgin's son ( Isaiah 7:14 ), "the branch of 
Jehovah" ( Isaiah 4:2 ), and "the messenger of the covenant" ( Malachi 3:1 ). 
This is he "of whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write." The Old 
Testament Scripture is full of prophetic declarations regarding the Great 
Deliverer and the work he was to accomplish. Jesus the Christ is Jesus the 
Great Deliverer, the Anointed One, the Saviour of men. This name denotes 
that Jesus was divinely appointed, commissioned, and accredited as the 
Saviour of men ( Hebrews 5:4 ; Isaiah 11:2-4 ; 49:6 ; John 5:37 ; Acts 
2:22 ). 
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To believe that "Jesus is the Christ" is to believe that he is the Anointed, the 
Messiah of the prophets, the Saviour sent of God, that he was, in a word, 
what he claimed to be. This is to believe the gospel, by the faith of which 
alone men can be brought unto God. That Jesus is the Christ is the testimony 
of God, and the faith of this constitutes a Christian ( 1 Corinthians 
12:3 ; 1 John 5:1 ). 

 
 
 
 
 

BibleINFO.com	
	
Christ	comes	from	Christos,	a	Greek	
word	that	means	“the	anointed	one,”		

or	“the	chosen	one.”	
 

The Hebrew word meaning the same thing is Mashiach, or as we know it—
Messiah. So Christ is really more a title than it is a name, although the Bible 
uses it both ways. For example, the Bible often refers to Jesus by name as 
“Jesus Christ,” just as we do in modern usage (see Matthew 1:1, 18; Mark 1:1; 
John 1:17; 17:3; Acts 3:6; Romans 3:24, etc.). 

But it also speaks of Jesus as “the Christ,” meaning “the anointed one,” the 
Messiah. When Jesus asked His disciples who they thought He was, Peter 
answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). At 
Jesus’ interrogation by the Jews just before His crucifixion, the high priest 
demanded, “Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!” (Matthew 26:63). 
And Luke records that on one occasion when Jesus cast demons out of 
individuals, the demons cried out, “ ‘You are the Christ, the Son of God!’ and 
He [Jesus] rebuking them, did not allow them to speak, for they knew that He 
was the Christ” (Luke 4:41). 
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Jesus Christ: The Anointed One 
So Jesus Christ combines His name (Jesus) with His title (Christ), 
meaning Jesus, the anointed One, or Jesus, the chosen One. Jesus is His human 
name as announced to Mary by the angel Gabriel (Luke 1:31), and Christ is 
His title, as the chosen, anointed Son of God. 

The Old Testament predicted that God would send a chosen one—the 
Messiah—to save the world from sin. As early as the Garden of Eden, God told 
Adam and Eve that a “seed” of the woman (a descendant) would come 
someday and destroy Satan and sin (Genesis 3:15). The psalms of David and 
the prophecies of Daniel described the work and coming of the Messiah 
whom God would send to save His people from their sins (Psalm 16; 22; 45; 
110; Daniel 9). 

The Jewish people knew the Messiah was coming, but they misunderstood 
what He was coming to do. They believed the Messiah—the Christ—would 
come to set up a kingdom on earth and deliver them from their Roman 
masters. But Jesus Christ came to deliver them from a bondage much worse 
than their bondage to Rome. Jesus came to deliver them—and us—from the 
terrible bondage to sin. 

Anointed to Set Captives Free 
 

At the beginning of His ministry on earth, Jesus went to the synagogue in 
Nazareth on the Sabbath and read the Scripture for the day. 

Luke says, “And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it 
was written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me 
to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.’ 

Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And 
the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began 



 
to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing’ ” (Luke 4:17-
21). 

Jesus read these words from Isaiah 61, a prophecy of the coming Messiah, 
and then He said that He was the One to whom this prophecy referred. That 
He had been anointed to preach the gospel of salvation. That He was the 
Christ, the anointed One. 

Anointed with Oil and the Holy Spirit 
In the Old Testament, those who were set apart by God for positions of 
spiritual or political leadership were anointed with oil as a symbol of their 
authority. Oil was poured on the heads of priests, kings, and prophets to 
indicate that God had chosen them and consecrated them for the work He 
had given them to do. 

The Bible records two times that Jesus was anointed with oil (Matthew 26:6, 7; 
Luke 7:37, 38). But more importantly, Jesus was anointed by God for His role 
as “the Christ.” The Bible says, “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him” (Acts 10:38). 

As “the Christ,” Jesus was God’s anointed One who fulfilled the Old Testament 
prophecies, the chosen One who came to save us from sin, and the One who 
has promised to come again to usher in His everlasting kingdom. 
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“To Fulfill All Righteousness” 
 
By Knox Chamblin 

 

“Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,” said the Messiah when He 

came into the world (Heb. 10:5–7). The writings of the New 
Testament, especially the four Gospels, 
testify that Jesus was faithful to that resolve 
all His life. We see in Matthew how Jesus 
executed the offices of prophet, priest, and 
king. In each case His active obedience finds 
expression. (John 10:18; Phil. 2:8; Heb.10: 5–10 

 

The King Who Serves The Father 

The glorious Son of God obeyed the Father in 
becoming a man (Phil. 2:6–7). Already in Jesus’ childhood, 

service to His Father took precedence over, and also found expression in, 
submission to His earthly parents (Luke 2:41–52).  
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At Jesus’ baptism (Matt. 3:17) the Father 
acclaims Him both His royal Son (Ps. 2:7) and 
His loyal Servant (Isa. 42:1).  

In the face of John’s reluctance to baptize Him (Matt. 3:14), Jesus said, 

“Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill 
all righteousness.”  

Jesus and John will together do all that God 
has determined to be right for them. Yet 
“righteousness” in this text is richer still. The 
supreme work that the Father requires of the 
Son (that which above all else is right for the 
Son to do and which will entail utter submission 
to the Father’s will) is that He, the Lord’s 
righteous Servant, save His people from their 
sins (Matt. 1:21) by Himself bearing their 
iniquities (Isa. 53:11).  
 



 

Jesus’	death	for	sinners	is	foreshadowed	
here	at	the	Jordan	River,	as	John	the	

Baptist	recognizes	(John 1:29). 
 

Unlike the others who came for baptism (Matt. 
3:6), Jesus had no personal sins to confess. Yet 
He willingly received “a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4), a sign 
that He identifies with the sins of those He 

came to save (2 Cor. 5:21). 
As promised in Isaiah 42:1, the Father endows His Servant with the Holy 
Spirit, (Matt. 3:16). The Spirit’s power will undergird the Son for His 
forthcoming ordeal in the desert (4:1–11), where in face of manifold 
temptations, He remains faithful to the Father (for example, Jesus’ responses 
to Satan in Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). Jesus’ unfailing obedience to the Father 
cannot be understood apart from the empowering Spirit. 

Matthew uses the term “king” (Greek, basileus) in several ways, but only 
Jesus is called “king of the Jews” or “king of Israel.” The character of that 
kingship Matthew describes in 12:18–21 by quoting Isaiah 42:1–4. So secure 
is Jesus in who He is — the Father’s beloved Son — that He is free to serve 
rather than tyrannize His subjects, and to deal gently rather than harshly with 
the lowliest and the weakest of them (Matt. 12:20; 11:25–30). Astonishingly, it 
is by the very means of His lowly service that all earthly tyrants will be 
subdued, and all nations made His possession (Zech. 9:9–10). 



 
It is indeed “the King of the Jews” who hangs upon the cross (Matt. 27:37). 
Here achieving His greatest triumph through defeat.  

Just as the first Servant song (Isa. 42:1–4) 
prepares for the fourth (52:13–53:12), 
so Matthew 3:17 and 12:18–21 prepare for 
20:28 and 26:26–28, where Jesus speaks of the 
Son’s ultimate obedience and of the Servant’s 
supreme sacrifice.  

It is love for the fallen world that causes the Father to 
send His Son upon His mission ( John 3:16; 1 John 
4:10). And the Son willingly goes to the cross because 
He loves the sinners He came to save (John 13:1; 
15:13; Gal. 2:20). 

 

The Prophet Who Keeps The Law 

Like those prophets who served God in Old 
Testament times (Zech. 1:6), Jesus is anointed 
by the Spirit of God to proclaim the Word of 
God (Luke 4:18–19).  

He preaches the Gospel of God’s dawning Rule, calling 
listeners to repentance and faith (Matt. 4:17, 23). With 



 

equal authority He expounds the Law of God, requir- ing 
of His followers personal holiness and social righteousness 
(Matt. 5:1–7, 29; 19:16–21. He foretells events both near 
and distant (Matt. 24:1–51). 

Jesus is the Prophet foretold by Moses 
(Deut. 18:15; Acts 3:22). Like Moses, He expounds the Law 

of God from a mountain (Matt. 5–7). He solemnly declares that “until Heaven 
and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished” (Matt. 5:18). This text has in view the Law as expounded both 

by Moses and by Jesus the New Moses. Jesus’ interpretation 
of the Law perfectly accords with the 
progress of God’s saving purpose in history 
(Matt. 11:12–13). 
Jesus promises that in the coming kingdom, God will honor those who honor 
His Law (Matt. 5:19b). Yet Jesus alone perfectly does so. The crowds were 
astonished at Jesus’ teaching because He spoke with great authority (Matt 
7:28–29). One reason for this authority is that what Jesus teaches others, He 

Himself does. Unlike those Old Testament persons 
who prefigure Him (for example, Moses, David, 
Solomon and Jonah), Jesus is consistently 
faithful to the Father’s will. Unlike the nation’s 
leaders (Matt. 23:3), He practices what He 
preaches. He loves the God He commands His 



 

followers to love (Matt. 11:27; 22:37), and He 
commands His disciples to love each other as 
He has loved them (John 13:34).  

Not only does He declare people’s sins forgiven, He 
chooses intimate fellowship with some of society’s 
worst sinners (Matt 9:1–13; 11:19; Luke 19:1–10).  

Even the woes upon the scribes and Pharisees (Matt. 
23) show His love for His enemies (Matt. 5:44).  

Before	appointing	others	to	be	
missionaries,	He	has	been	one	Himself.	

Jesus embodies all the qualities He 
celebrates in the Beatitudes of Matthew 5:3–10.  

He is poor in spirit: assailed by fierce and unrelenting evil; He trusts in God 
the Father for protection and power. He mourns — not over personal sins (for 
He has none), but over others’ hardness of heart, stubbornness of will, and 
bondage to sin. He identifies Himself as meek (Matt. 11:29; 21:5); God’s 
Servant is not quarrelsome, and He deals gently with the weak (Matt. 12:19–
20). When assailed, He does not retaliate or threaten vengeance (Isa. 53:7; 1 
Peter 2:23). Unlike fallen creatures who, appalled by their iniquity, crave to 
grow in holiness, Jesus hungers and thirsts for righteousness as one whose 
mission is to establish God’s holy and just rule (Matt. 12:18, 20). Throughout 
His ministry He is merciful to the helpless and needy. He, the Servant whose 
singular purpose is to know and to do the Father’s will, is pure in heart. In 



 

Him, faithful Israel is reduced to one person (Isa. 49:3; 50:5–8). As the one 
who supplants Satan’s tyranny with God’s benevolent 
rule, He atones for His people’s sins and reconciles them 
to God; He is the peacemaker (Isa. 9:6–7; 49:5–6; Eph. 
2:14–17).  As His life progresses, He is increasingly persecuted for the sake 
of righteousness. Matthew 5:10 is especially applicable to Jesus, for He is the 
uniquely righteous One (Matt. 27:19; Acts 3:14; 1 Peter 3:18). 

 

The Priest Who Gives His Life 

Even as a child, Jesus was found serving His Father in the temple (Luke 2:46–
49). Throughout His life He faithfully taught the people on a host of subjects 
— a responsibility of priests in the Old Testament (2 Chron. 17:7–9; Neh. 8:7–

9). Like the high priest “appointed to act on 
behalf of men in relation to God” (Heb. 5:1), 
Jesus offered prayers for others (Matt. 14:19; 
26:26–27; Luke 22:31–32; John 17:1–26). He 
chose to teach and heal in the temple (Matt. 
21:14–17; 21:23–23:39; 26:55). Shortly before His death, 

He, who was not a descendant of Levi but of Judah (Matt. 1:1–2), showed 
Himself to be Lord of the temple and Judge of its illicit practices (21:12–13). 

In that same capacity, He prophesied that the temple 
would be destroyed (24:1–2, 15–21) and replaced by a 
temple of living stones (John 2:21; Eph. 2:18–22). 



 

However, in some respects, Jesus’ priesthood is 
vastly different from that of Aaron and his 
successors. He does not merely assist sinful 
human beings in securing forgiveness from 
God; He himself forgives sins (Matt. 9:1–8).     

The Jewish high priest had to “offer sacrifice for his own sins 
just as he does for those of the people”;  

Jesus, the sinless one, addressed the sins of others 
exclusively  (Heb. 5:3; 7:26–28; 4:14–16). Moreover, He 
saves His people from their sins, not by slaying goats, 
calves and lambs, but by sacrificing Himself and 
pouring out His own blood (Matt. 1:21; 20:28; 26:26–
28). 

Jesus “humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a cross” 
(Phil. 2:8).  

From	the	time	of	His	birth,				
the	Cross	was	in	view.	

 



 

“He will save His people 
from their sins,”                                                        

said the angel concerning the child that Mary would bear (Matt. 1:21). 
 

The Bridegroom would be snatched away from the wedding guests, said 
Jesus early in His ministry, (Matt. 9:15). At His transfiguration, the Father said, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matt. 
17:5). 

“God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem 
those who were under the law,” wrote Paul in Galatians 4:4. The Son of God 
willingly became a man (“born of a woman”) so that He could die as the 
God-Man.  

He submitted to God’s commands (“born 
under the law”) to offer perfect obedience 

where Adam had failed (Rom. 5:17), and thus 
He merited eternal life for a sinful people. 

Moreover, He purchased freedom for a people who stood condemned 
because of their solidarity with Adam (“to redeem those who were under the 
law”) (Rom. 5:18–19; 1 Cor. 15:21–22). 

The	Cross	marks	the	supreme	exercise	of	Jesus’	
own	will,	of	His	active	obedience.	“No	one	takes	
[my	life]	from	me,	but	I	lay	it	down	of	my	own	



 

accord”	(John	10:18).	Jesus	“was	obedient	to	
the	point	of	death”	(Phil.	2:8);	“by	one	act	of	
righteousness,”	by	“one	man’s	obedience”	in	
His	death,	“many	will	be	made	righteous”	

(Rom.	5:18–19).	
 

The Cross also marks the supreme 
exercise of Jesus’ passive obedience, 
of His submission to His Father’s will. In 

Gethsemane He prayed: “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will” (Matt. 26:39). In his Manual of 
Christian Doctrine, Louis Berkhof rightly says that Jesus’ active and passive 

obedience may be distinguished but must never be separated. In both cases, 
Jesus is obedient. 

The Father raised His obedient Son from the dead, bestowed on Him the 
highest honors and granted Him universal authority (Phil. 2:8–11; Matt. 
28:18–20).  

This great High Priest, “holy, innocent, 
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted 
above the heavens ... is able to save to the 
uttermost those who draw near to God through 



 

him, since He always lives to make intercession 
for them” (Heb. 7:24–26). 

 
 
 

GotQues+ons.org 
When	Jesus	said	it	was	time	to	ful6ill	all	

righteousness	(Matthew	3:15),	He	understood	it	
was	time	for	John’s	ministry	to	be	stamped	as	
authentic	and	for	the	Messiahship	of	Jesus	to	be	
af6irmed	by	John	the	Baptist,	the	Holy	Spirit,	

and	God	the	Father.	
 
Grant Osborne (in his New Testament commentary) summarizes 
the meaning of the phrase “to fulfill all righteousness” with 
this comment, 

In short, he/Jesus “fills to the full” the “right” 
requirement of God in “the OT pattern and 
prediction of the Messiah.” He does not 
need to repent, but by submitting to 
baptism Jesus began His messianic work by 
identifying with the human need and 
providing the means by which it can be 

https://www.bibleref.com/Matthew/3/Matthew-3-15.html


 

accomplished.” 

 
 
 
 

◄ 1254. diakóluó ► 
Strong's Concordance 
diakóluó: to hinder 
Original Word: διακωλύω 
Part of Speech: Verb 
Transliteration: diakóluó 
Phonetic Spelling: (dee-ak-o-loo'-o) 
Definition: to hinder 
Usage: I obstinately prevent, hinder. 
NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
from dia and kóluó 
Definition 
to hinder 
NASB Translation 
prevent (1). 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 1254: διακωλύω 
 
διακωλύω: imperfect διεκωλυον; (διά in this compound does not denote effort as is 
commonly said, but separation, Latindis, cf. German verhindern, Latinprohibere; cf. διακλειω, 
to separate by shutting, shut out; cf. Winers De verb. comp. etc. Part v., p. 17f); to hinder, 
prevent: τινα, Matthew 3:14 (on the tense cf. Winers Grammar, § 40, 3 c.; Buttmann, 205 
(178)). (From Sophocles and Thucydides down.) 
 
 
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
forbid. 

From dia and koluo; to hinder altogether, i.e. Utterly prohibit -- forbid. 

see GREEK dia 

see GREEK koluo 
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◄ 611. apokrinomai ► 
Strong's Concordance 
apokrinomai: to answer 
Original Word: ἀποκρίνοµαι 
Part of Speech: Verb 
Transliteration: apokrinomai 
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ok-ree'-nom-ahee) 
Definition: to answer 
Usage: I answer, reply, take up the conversation. 
NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
from apo and krinó 
Definition 
to answer 
NASB Translation 
answer (20), answered (169), answered answered (1), answering (8), answers (1), made...answer 
(1), replied (2), reply (1), respond (1), responded (2), response (1), said (1). 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 611: ἀποκρίνω 
 
ἀποκρίνω: (passive, 1 aorist ἀπεκρίθην; 1 future ἀποκριθήσοµαι); i. to part, 
separate; passive to be parted, separated (1 aorist ἀπεκρίθην was separated, Homer, Iliad 
5:12; Thucydides 2, 49; (4, 72); Theoph. de caus. plant. 6, 14, 10; (other examples in Veitch, 
under the word)). ii. to give sentence against one, decide that he has lost; hence, middle 
(present ἀποκρίνοµαι; 1 aorist 3 person singular ἀπεκρίνατο); (to give forth a decision 
from myself (Winers Grammar, 253 (238))), to give answer, to reply; so 
from Thucydides down (and even in Herodotus 5, 49 (Gaisf.); 8, 101 (Gaisf., Bekker), who 
generally uses ὑποκρίνοµαι). But the earlier and more elegant Greek writings do not give this 
sense to the passive tenses ἀπεκρίθην, ἀποκριθήσοµαι. "The example adduced 
from Plato, Alcib. Secund., p. 149 b. (cf. Stallb., p. 388) is justly discredited by Sturz, De dial. 
Alex., p. 148, since it is without parallel, the author of the dialogue is uncertain, and, moreover, 
the common form is sometimes introduced by copyists." Lobeck ad Phryn., p. 108; (cf. 
Rutherford, New Phryn., p. 186f; Veitch, under the word; Winers Grammar, 23 (22)). But 
from Polybius down ἀποκριθῆναι and ἀποκρίνασθαι are used indiscriminately, and in 
the Bible the passive forms are by far the more common. In the N. T. the aorist 
middle ἀπεκρίνατο is found only in Matthew 27:12; Mark 14:61; Luke 3:16; Luke 23:9; John 
5:17, 19; John 12:23 (R G L Tr marginal reading); Acts 3:12; in the great majority of 
places ἀπεκρίθη is used; cf. Winers Grammar, § 39, 2; (Buttmann, 51 (44)). 
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1. to give an answer to a question proposed, to answer; 

a. simply: καλῶς, Mark 12:28; νουνεχῶς, 34; ὀρθῶς, Luke 10:28; πρός τί, Matthew 
27:14. 

b. with the accusative: λόγον, Matthew 22:46; οὐδέν, Matthew 27:12; Mark 14:61; Mark 
15:4f. 

c. with the dative etc.: ἑνί ἑκάστῳ, Colossians 4:6; together with the words which the 
answerer uses, John 5:7, 11; John 6:7, 68, etc.; the dative omitted: John 7:46; John 8:19, 49, 
etc. πρός τινα, Acts 25:16. joined with φάναι, or λέγειν, or εἰπεῖν, in the form of a 
participle, as ἀποκριθείς εἶπε or ἔφη or λέγει: Matthew 4:4; Matthew 8:8; Matthew 
15:13; Luke 9:19; Luke 13:2; Mark 10:3, etc.; or ἀπεκρίθη λέγων: Matthew 25:9, 37, 
44; Luke 4:4 (R G L); (R G Tr marginal reading brackets); John 1:26; John 10:33 (Rec.); . But 
John far more frequently says ἀπεκρίθη καί εἶπε: John 1:48 (); (R G), , etc. 

d. followed by the infinitive: Luke 20:7; followed by the accusative with infinitive: Acts 25:4; 
followed by ὅτι: Acts 25:16. 

2. In imitation of the Hebrew ָהנָע  (Gesenius, Thesaurus ii., p. 1047) to begin to speak, but 
always where something has preceded (either said or done) to which the remarks refer (Winer's 
Grammar, 19): Matthew 11:25; Matthew 12:38; Matthew 15:15; Matthew 17:4; Matthew 
22:1; Matthew 28:5; Mark 9:5 ( T Tr WH); ; Luke 14:3; John 2:18; John 5:17; Acts 
3:12; Revelation 7:13. (the Sept. (Deuteronomy 26:5); Isaiah 14:10; Zechariah 1:10; Zechariah 
3:4, etc.; 1 Macc. 2:17 1 Macc. 8:19; 2 Macc. 15:14.) (Compare: ἀνταποκρίνοµαι.) 
 
 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
answer. 

From apo and krino; to conclude for oneself, i.e. (by implication) to respond; by Hebraism 
(compare anah) to begin to speak (where an address is expected) -- answer. 

see GREEK apo 

see HEBREW anah 
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◄ 4241. prepó ► 
Strong's Concordance 
prepó: to be fitting, proper, suitable 
Original Word: πρέπω 
Part of Speech: Verb 
Transliteration: prepó 
Phonetic Spelling: (prep'-o) 
Definition: to be fitting, proper, suitable 
Usage: it becomes, is fitting to, is right. 
HELPS Word-studies 

4241 prépō (a primitive verb meaning "tower up," "be conspicuous," so Strong's 
Dictionary) – properly, stand out, be conspicuous, especially in a way that 
is suitable ("fitting"). 

4241 (prepō) refers to acting appropriately in a particular situation, i.e. as it is seemly to 
God and therefore "'conspicuous amongst others; 
hence eminent, distinguished. . . seemly fit'" (Vine, Unger, White, NT, 55). 

[This is also the meaning of this term in Homer, Odyssey 8:172.] 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
a prim. verb 
Definition 
to be fitting, proper, suitable 
NASB Translation 
fitting (4), proper (3). 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 4241: πρέπω 
 
πρέπω; imperfect 3 person singular ἔπρεπε; 

1. to stand out, to be conspicuous, to be eminent; so from Homer, Iliad 12, 104 down. 

2. to be becoming, seemly, 
fit (from Pindar, Aeschylus, Herodotus down): πρέπει τίνι with a subject 
nominative, Hebrews 7:26 (Psalm 32:1 (); ὁ or ἅ πρέπει, which becometh, befitteth, 1 
Timothy 2:10; Titus 2:1; impersonally, καθώς πρέπει τίνι, Ephesians 
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5:3; πρέπον ἐστιν followed by the infinitive, Matthew 3:15; Hebrews 2:10; followed by 
an accusative with the infinitive 1 Corinthians 11:13. On its construction cf. 
Alexander Buttmann (1873) § 142, 2. 
 
 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
comely. 

Apparently a primary verb; to tower up (be conspicuous), i.e. (by implication) to be 
suitable or proper (third person singular present indicative, often used impersonally, it is 
fit or right) -- become, comely. 

Englishman's Concordance 
Matthew 3:15 V-PPA-NNS 
GRK: οὕτως γὰρ πρέπον ἐστὶν ἡµῖν 
NAS: for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill 
KJV: for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
INT: thus indeed fitting it is to us 

1 Corinthians 11:13 V-PPA-NNS 
GRK: αὐτοῖς κρίνατε πρέπον ἐστὶν γυναῖκα 
NAS: for yourselves: is it proper for a woman 
KJV: is it comely that a woman 
INT: yourselves judge becoming is it for a woman 

Ephesians 5:3 V-PIA-3S 
GRK: ὑµῖν καθὼς πρέπει ἁγίοις 
NAS: among you, as is proper among saints; 
KJV: you, as becometh saints; 
INT: you even as is proper to saints 

1 Timothy 2:10 V-PIA-3S 
GRK: ἀλλ' ὃ πρέπει γυναιξὶν ἐπαγγελλοµέναις 
NAS: works, as is proper for women 
KJV: But (which becometh women professing 
INT: but what is becoming to women professing 

Titus 2:1 V-PIA-3S 
GRK: λάλει ἃ πρέπει τῇ ὑγιαινούσῃ 
NAS: the things which are fitting for sound 
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KJV: the things which become sound 
INT: speak the things that become sound 

Hebrews 2:10 V-IIA-3S 
GRK: Ἔπρεπεν γὰρ αὐτῷ 
NAS: For it was fitting for Him, for whom 
KJV: For it became him, for 
INT: it was fitting indeed to him 

Hebrews 7:26 V-IIA-3S 
GRK: ἡµῖν καὶ ἔπρεπεν ἀρχιερεύς ὅσιος 
NAS: For it was fitting for us to have such 
KJV: an high priest became us, 
INT: us indeed became a high priest holy 

Strong's Greek 4241 
7 Occurrences 

 

 

◄ 1473. egó ► 
Strong's Concordance 
egó: I (only expressed when emphatic) 
Original Word: ἐγώ 
Part of Speech: Personal Pronoun 
Transliteration: egó 
Phonetic Spelling: (eg-o') 
Definition: I (only expressed when empha9c) 
Usage: I, the first-person pronoun. 
NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
a prim. pronoun of the first pers. 
Definition 
I (only expressed when empha9c) 
NASB Translation 
have (2), mine (10), mine* (1), myself (11), number (1), ours (8), ourselves (4), part (2), say (1). 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 1473: ἐγώ 
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ἐγώ, geni9ve ἐµοῦ, encli9c µου; da9ve ἐµοί, encli9c µοι; accusa9ve ἐµέ, encli9c µε; 
plural ἡµεῖς, etc.; personal pronoun, 

I. 

1. The nominatives ἐγώ and ἡµεῖς, when joined to a verb, generally have force and emphasis, 
or indicate antithesis, as Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16 (ἐγώ µέν ... ὁ δέ); Matthew 
3:14 (ἐγώ ... ἔχω, καί σύ); , and often; ἡµεῖς, contrasted with God, Matthew 
6:12; ἡµεῖς καί οἱ Φαρισαῖοι, Matthew 9:14; cf. Winer's Grammar, § 22, 6. But sometimes 
they are used where there is no emphasis or antithesis in them, as Matthew 10:16; John 10:17; 
and in many editions in Mark 1:2; Luke 7:27; cf. Buttmann, § 129, 12. ἰδού ἐγώ, ִינִנֵּה , behold 
me, here am I: Acts 9:10 (1 Samuel 3:8). ἐγώ, like ֲינִא , I am: John 1:23; Acts 7:32 (cf. Winers 
Grammar, 585 (544); Buttmann, 125 (109)). 

2. The enclitic (and monosyllabic) genitive, dative, and accusative are connected with nouns, 
verbs, adverbs, but not with prepositions: ἔµπροσθεν µου, John 
1:15; ὀπίσω µου, Matthew 3:11; ἰσχυρότερός µου, ibid.; τίς µου ἥψατο, Mark 
5:31; λέγει µοι, Revelation 5:5; ἀρνήσηταί µε, Matthew 10:33; Luke 12:9 (on the accent 
in these expressions cf. Winers Grammar, § 6, 3; (Lipsius, Gram. Untersuch., p. 59ff; Lob. Path. 
Elementa ii., p. 323f; Tdf. N. T. edition 7, Proleg., p. 61f; edition 8, p. 104)); 
but δἰ ἐµοῦ, κατ' ἐµοῦ, πρό ἐµοῦ, etc., ἐν ἐµοί, περί, δἰ, ἐπ', κατ', εἰς ἐµέ. The only 
exception is πρός, to which the enclitic µε is generally joined, Matthew 25:36; Mark 9:19, and 
very often; very rarely πρός ἐµέ, John 6:37{a}, and according to L T Tr WH in Acts 22:8, 
13; Acts 24:19; (also Acts 23:22 T Tr WH; John 6:35 and 45 T Tr text WH; Luke 
1:43 T WH; Matthew 19:14; John 6:37{b},65, Tdf.; John 6:44 Tr text WH marginal reading; 1 
Corinthians 16:11 L Tr; but πρός µε, Matthew 3:14 Tdf. and Matthew 11:28 Griesbach; 
cf. Lipsius as above, p. 61 note). Moreover, the full forms ἐµοῦ, ἐµοί, ἐµέ are used in case of 
emphasis or antithesis; thus, ἐµοῦ, Luke 10:16; ἐµοί, John 7:23; John 10:38, etc.; ἐµέ, Mark 
14:7; John 7:7, etc. 

3. As in classic Greek, µου and ἡµῶν are very often used for the possessive 
pronouns ἐµός and ἡµέτερος (Buttmann, § 127, 21); and when so used, 

a. they are generally placed after their substantives, as ὁ οἶκος µου, ἡ ζωή ἡµῶν, etc. — 
the fuller form ἐµοῦ only for the sake of distinction or antithesis (cf. Buttmann, § 127, 22), 
as µητέρα αὐτοῦ καί ἐµοῦ, Romans 16:13; πίστεως ὑµῶν τέ καί ἐµοῦ, Romans 
1:12. 
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b. But they are sometimes placed before substantives, even which have the article, when no 
emphasis resides in the pronoun or antithesis is involved in its use (Winers Grammar, § 22, 7 N. 
1; Buttmann, as above): µου τούς λόγους, Matthew 7:24, 26; even before 
prepositions, µου ὑπό τήν στέγην, Matthew 8:8; less frequently ἡµῶν, 
as ἡµῶν τήν πόλιν, Acts 16:20; it is prefixed for emphasis 
in ἡµῶν τό πολίτευµα, Philippians 3:20, cf. Winers Grammar, as above; Rost § 99, 4, p. 
452ff 7th edition adduces a multitude of examples from Greek authors; (cf. Krüger, § 47, 9, 12 
who states the rule as follows: when joined to a substantive having the article the reflexive 
genitive, with αὐτοῦipsius, and ἀλλήλων, requires the attributive position, the personal 
genitive, and αὐτοῦejus, the partitive position). 

4. τί ἐµοί (ἡµῖν) καί σοι (ὑµῖν); what have I (we) to do with thee (you)? (cf. Buttmann, 
138 (121); Winer's Grammar, 211 (198); 585 (544)): Matthew 8:29; Mark 1:24; Mark 5:7; Luke 
8:28; John 2:4; Heb. ַילִּ־המ ךלָוָ  , Judges 11:12; 2 Kings 3:13; 2 Samuel 16:10; 2 Chronicles 
35:21; 1 Esdr. 1:24; also in classic Greek; cf. Aulus Gellius n. a. 1, 2; Epictetus diss. 2, 9, 
16; τί ἡµῖν καί αὐτῷ, ibid. 1, 1, 16; τί ἐµοί καί αὐτοῖς, ibid. 1, 27, 13; 22, 
15. τί γάρ µοι, what does it concern me? what have I to do etc.: 1 Corinthians 5:12; cf. Bos, 
Ellipses Graec., p. 599, Schaefer edition; Bernhardy (1829), p. 98; Krüger, § 48, 3, 9; Kühner, 
2:364f; (Buttmann, as above, also 394 (337); Winers Grammar, 586 (545)). 
 
 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
I, me. 

A primary pronoun of the first person I (only expressed when emphatic) -- I, me. For the other 
cases and the plural see eme, emoi, emou, hemas, hemeis, hemin, hemon, etc. 

see GREEK eme 

see GREEK emoi 

see GREEK emou 

see GREEK hemas 

see GREEK hemeis 

see GREEK hemin 

see GREEK hemon 
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◄ 4137. pléroó ► 
Strong's Concordance 
pléroó: to make full, to complete 
Original Word: πληρόω 
Part of Speech: Verb 
Transliteration: pléroó 
Phonetic Spelling: (play-ro'-o) 
Definition: to make full, to complete 
Usage: I fill, fulfill, complete. 
 
HELPS Word-studies 

Cognate: 4137 plēróō (from plērēs, "be full," see 4130 /plḗthō) – properly, fill to individual 
capacity, i.e. to the extent it is "meet" (appropriate). See 4130 (plēthō). 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
from plérés 
Definition 
to make full, to complete 
NASB Translation 
accomplish (1), accomplished (1), amply supplied (1), approaching (1), complete (1), completed 
(3), completing (1), elapsed (1), fill (3), filled (16), fills (1), finished (1), fulfill (20), fulfilled 
(20), fully carry (1), fully come (1), fully preached (1), increasing (1), made complete (2), made 
full (5), make...full (1), make...complete (1), passed (2), supply (1). 
 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 4137: πληρόω 
 
πληρόω πληρῶ (infinitive πληροῦν Luke 9:31, see WH's Appendix, p. 166); imperfect 3 
person singular ἐπλήρου; future πληρώσω; 1 aorist ἐπλήρωσα; perfect πεπλήρωκα; 
passive, present πληροῦµαι; imperfect ἐπληρουµην; perfect πεπλήρωµαι; 1 
aorist ἐπληρώθην; 1 future πληρωθήσοµαι; future 
middle πληρώσοµαι (once, Revelation 6:11 Rec.); (from ΠΛηΡΟΣ equivalent 
to πλήρης); from Aeschylus and Herodotus down; the Sept. for ָאלֵמ ; 
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1. to make full, to fill, to fill up: τήν σαγηνην, passive, Matthew 13:48; equivalent to "to fill 
to the full, πᾶσαν χρείαν, Philippians 4:19; to cause to abound, to furnish or supply 
liberally: πεπλήρωµαι, I abound, I am liberally supplied, namely, with what is necessary 
for subsistence, Philippians 4:18; Hebraistically, with the accusative of the thing in which one 
abounds (cf. Buttmann, § 134, 7; Winer's Grammar, § 32, 5): of spiritual possessions, Philippians 
1:11 (where Rec. has καρπῶν); Colossians 1:9, 
(ἐνέπλησα αὐτόν πνεῦµα σοφίας, Exodus 31:3; Exodus 35:31); equivalent to to 
flood, ἡ οἰκία ἐπληρώθη (Tr marginal reading ἐπλήσθη) ἐκ τῆς ὀσµῆς, John 
12:3 (see ἐκ, II. 5); ἦχος ἐπλήρωσε τόν οἶκον, Acts 2:2; with a genitive of the 
thing, τήν Ἱερουσαλήµ τῆς διδαχῆς, Acts 5:28 (Libanius, epistles 721 πάσας — i. 
e. πόλεις — ἐνέπλησας τῶν ὑπέρ ἡµῶν λόγων; Justin, hist. 11, 7 Phrygiam 
religionibus implevit); τινα, equivalent to to fill, diffuse throughout one's soul: with a genitive 
of the thing, Luke 2:40 R G L text T Tr marginal reading (see below); Acts 2:28; passive, Acts 
13:52; Romans 15:13 (where L marginal reading πληροφορέω, which see in c.), 14; 2 
Timothy 1:4; with a dative of the thing (cf. Winer's Grammar, § 31, 7), passive (Luke 
2:40 L marginal reading Tr text WH); Romans 1:29; 2 Corinthians 7:4; followed by ἐν with a 
dative of the instrument: ἐν πνεύµατι, Ephesians 5:18; ἐν παντί θελήµατι Θεοῦ, with 
everything which God wills (used of those who will nothing but what God wills), Colossians 
4:12 R G (but see πληροφορέω, c.); πληροῦν τήν καρδίαν τίνος, to pervade, take 
possession of, one's heart, John 16:6; Acts 5:3; Christians are said πληροῦσθαι, simply, as 
those who are pervaded (i. e. richly furnished) with the power and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit: ἐν αὐτῷ, rooted as it were in Christ, i. e. by virtue of the intimate relationship entered 
into with him, Colossians 2:10 (cf. ἐν, I. 6 
b.); εἰς πᾶν τό πλήρωµα τοῦ Θεοῦ (see πλήρωµα, 1), Ephesians 
3:19 (not WH marginal reading); Christ, exalted to share in the divine administration, is 
said πληροῦν τά πάντα, to fill (pervade) the universe with his presence, power, 
activity, Ephesians 4:10; also πληροῦσθαι (middle for himself, i. e. to execute his counsels 
(cf. Winers Grammar, 258 (242); Buttmann, § 134, 7)) τά πάντα ἐν πᾶσιν, all things in all 
places, Ephesians 
1:23 (µή οὐχί τόν οὐρανόν καί τήν γῆν ἐγώ πληρῶ, λέγει κύριος, Jeremiah 
23:24; Grimm, Exeget. Hdbch. on Wis. 1:7, p. 55, cites examples from Philo and others; 
((but ἐν πᾶσιν here is variously understood; see πᾶς, II. 2 b. δ. αα. and the commentaries))). 

2. to render full, i. e. to complete; 
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a. properly, to fill up to the top: πᾶσαν φάραγγα, Luke 3:5; so that nothing shall be lacking 
to full measure, fill to the brim, µέτρον (which see, 1 a.), Matthew 23:32. 

b. to perfect, consummate; α. a number: ἕως πληρωθῶσι καί οἱ σύνδουλοι, until the 
number of their comrades also shall have been made complete, Revelation 6:11 L WH text,cf. 
Düsterdieck at the passage (see γ. below). by a Hebraism (see πίµπληµι, at the end) time is 
said πληροῦσθαι, πεπληρωµένος, either when a period of time that was to elapse has 
passed, or when a definite time is at hand: Mark 1:15; Luke 21:24; John 7:8; Acts 7:23, 30; Acts 
9:23; Acts 24:27 (Genesis 25:24; Genesis 29:21; Leviticus 8:33; Leviticus 12:4; Leviticus 
25:30; Numbers 6:5; Josephus, Antiquities 4, 4, 6; 6, 4, 
1; πληροῦν τόν τέλεον ἐνιαυτόν, Plato, Tim., p. 39d.; τούς χρόνους, legg. 9, p. 
866a.). β. to make complete in every particular; to render 
perfect: πᾶσαν εὐδοκίαν κ.τ.λ. 2 Thessalonians 1:11; τήν χαράν, Philippians 2:2; 
passive, John 3:29; John 15:11; John 16:24; John 17:13; 1 John 1:4; 2 John 1:12; τά ἔργα, 
passive, Revelation 3:2; τήν ὑπακοήν, to cause all to obey, passive, 2 Corinthians 
10:6; τό πάσχα, Luke 22:16 (Jesus speaks here allegorically: until perfect deliverance and 
blessedness be celebrated in the heavenly state). γ. to carry through to the end, to accomplish, 
carry out, (some undertaking): πάντα τά ῤήµατα, Luke 7:1; τήν διακονίαν, Acts 
12:25; Colossians 4:17; τό ἔργον, Acts 14:26; τόν δρόµον, Acts 13:25; 
namely, τόν δρόµον, Revelation 6:11 according to the 
reading πληρωσωσι (G T Tr WH marginal reading) or πληρωσονται (Rec.) (see α. 
above); ὡς ἐπληρώθη ταῦτα, when these things were ended, Acts 19:21. Here belongs 
also πληροῦν τό εὐαγγέλιον, to cause to be everywhere known, acknowledged, embraced 
(A. V. I have fully preached), Romans 15:19; in the same 
sense τόν λόγον τοῦ Θεοῦ, Colossians 1:25. 

c. to carry into effect, bring to realization, realize; α. of 
matters of duty, to perform, execute: τόν νόµον, Romans 
13:8; Galatians 5:14; τό δικαίωµα τοῦ νόµου, 
passive, ἐν ἡµῖν, among us, Romans 
8:4; πᾶσαν δικαιοσύνην, Matthew 3:15 (εὐσέβειαν, 4 
Macc. 12:15); τήν ἔξοδον (as something appointed and 
prescribed by God), Luke 9:31. β. of sayings, promises, 
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prophecies, to bring to pass, ratify, accomplish; so in the 
phrases ἵνα or ὅπως πληρωθῇ ἡ γραφή, τό ῤηθέν, etc. (el. 
Knapp, Seripta var. Arg., p. 533f): Matthew 1:22; Matthew 2:15, 
17, 23; Matthew 4:14; Matthew 8:17; Matthew 12:17; Matthew 
13:35; Matthew 21:4; Matthew 26:54, 56; Matthew 27:9, 
35 Rec.; Mark 14:49; Mark 15:28 (which verse G T WH omits; 
but Tr brackets it); Luke 1:20; Luke 4:21; Luke 
21:22 Rec.; ; John 12:38; John 13:18; John 15:25; John 
17:12; John 18:9, 32; John 19:24, 36; Acts 1:16; Acts 3:18; Acts 
13:27; James 2:23 (1 Kings 2:27; 2 Chronicles 36:22). γ. 
universally and absolutely, to fulfil, i. e. "to cause God's will (as 
made known in the law) to be obeyed as it should be, and God's 
promises (given through the prophets) to receive 
fulfilment": Matthew 5:17; cf. Weiss, Das Matthäusevang. as 
above with, p. 146f 
(Compare: ἀναπληρόω, ἀνταναπληρόω, προσαναπληρό
ω, ἐκπληρόω, συµπληρόω.) 
 
 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
accomplish, complete, fulfill 

From pleres; to make replete, i.e. (literally) to cram (a net), level up (a hollow), or (figuratively) 
to furnish (or imbue, diffuse, influence), satisfy, execute (an office), finish (a period or task), 
verify (or coincide with a prediction), etc. -- accomplish, X after, (be) complete, end, expire, fill 
(up), fulfil, (be, make) full (come), fully preach, perfect, supply. 

see GREEK pleres 
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ALL 
◄ 3956. pas ► 

Strong's Concordance 
pas: all, every 
Original Word: πᾶς, πᾶσα, πᾶν 
Part of Speech: Adjective 
Transliteration: pas 
Phonetic Spelling: (pas) 
Definition: all, every 
Usage: all, the whole, every kind of. 
 
HELPS Word-studies 

3956 pás – each, every; each "part(s) of a totality" (L & N, 1, 
59.24). 

3956 /pás ("each, every") means "all" in the sense of "each 
(every) part that applies." The emphasis of the total picture then is on "one piece at a 
time." 365 (ananeóō) then focuses on the part(s) making up the whole – viewing the whole in 
terms of the individual parts. 

[When 3956 (pás) modifies a word with the definite article it has 
"extensive-intensive" force – and is straightforward intensive when the Greek 
definite article is lacking.] 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
a prim. word 
Definition 
all, every 
NASB Translation 
all (731), all the things (7), all...things (1), all kinds (1), all men (14), all people (4), all respects 
(3), all things (126), all* (1), always* (3), any (16), any at all (1), anyone (3), anything (3), 
anything* (1), continually* (6), entire (4), every (128), every form (1), every kind (9), every 
respect (1), every way (2), everyone (71), everyone's (1), everyone* (1), everything (45), 
forever* (1), full (2), great (2), no* (15), none* (1), nothing (1), nothing* (1), one (4), perfectly 
(1), quite (1), whatever (3), whatever* (1), whoever (7), whole (18). 
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Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 3956: πᾶς 
 
πᾶς, πᾶσα, πᾶν, genitive παντός, πάσης, παντός, (dative plural, 
Lachmann πᾶσι ten times, πασσιν seventy-two times; Tdf. πᾶσι five times (see Proleg., p. 
98f), πᾶσιν seventy-seven times; Treg. πᾶσιν eighty-two times; WH πᾶσι fourteen 
times, πᾶσιν sixty-eight times; see Nu, (ἐφελκυστικον)), 
Hebrew ֹּלכ  (from Homer down), all, every; it is used: 

I. adjectivally, and 

1. with anarthrous nouns; 

a. any, every one (namely, of the class denoted by the norm annexed to πᾶς); with the singular: 
as πᾶν δένδρον, Matthew 3:10; πᾶσα θυσία, Mark 9:49 (T WH Tr marginal reading 
omits; Tr text brackets the clause); add, Matthew 5:11; Matthew 15:13; Luke 4:37; John 
2:10; John 15:2; Acts 2:43; Acts 5:42; Romans 14:11; 1 Corinthians 4:17; Revelation 18:17, and 
very often; πᾶσα ψυχή ἀνθρώπου, Romans 2:9 (πᾶσα ἄνθρωπος ψυχή, Plato, 
Phaedr., p. 249 e.); πᾶσα συνείδησις ἀνθρώπων, 2 Corinthians 
4:2; πᾶς λεγόµενος Θεός, 2 Thessalonians 2:4; πᾶς ἅγιος ἐν Χριστῷ, Philippians 
4:21ff with the plural, all or any that are of the class indicated by the noun: 
as πάντες ἄνθρωποι, Acts 22:15; Romans 5:12, 18; Romans 12:17; 1 Corinthians 7:7; 1 
Corinthians 15:19; πάντες ἅγιοι, Romans 16:15; πάντες ἄγγελοι Θεοῦ, Hebrews 
1:6; πάντα (L T Tr WH τά) ἔθνη, Revelation 14:8; on the phrase πᾶσα σάρξ, see σάρξ, 
3. 

b. any and every, of every kind (A. V. often all manner 
of): πᾶσα νόσος καί µαλακία, Matthew 4:23; Matthew 9:35; Matthew 10:1; εὐλογία, 
blessings of every kind, Ephesians 1:3; so especially with nouns designating virtues or vices, 
emotions, character, condition, to indicate every mode in which such virtue, vice or emotion 
manifests itself, or any object whatever to which the idea expressed by the noun belongs: — 
thus, πᾶσα ἐλπίς, Acts 27:20; σοφία, Acts 7:22; Colossians 1:28; γνῶσις, Romans 
15:14; ἀδικία, ἀσέβεια, etc., Romans 1:18, 29; 2 Corinthians 10:6; Ephesians 4:19, 
31; Ephesians 5:3; σπουδή, 2 Corinthians 8:7; 2 Peter 1:5; ἐπιθυµία, Romans 
7:8; χαρά, Romans 15:13; αὐτάρκεια, 2 Corinthians 
9:8; ἐν παντί λόγῳ καί γνώσει, 1 Corinthians 
1:5; σοφία καί φρονήσει etc. Ephesians 
1:8; ἐν πάσῃ ἀγαθωσύνη καί δικαιοσύνη, καί ἀλήθεια, Ephesians 
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5:9; αἰσθήσει, Philippians 1:9; ὑποµονή, θλῖψις, etc., 2 Corinthians 1:4; 2 Corinthians 
12:12; add, Colossians 1:9-11; Colossians 3:16; 2 Thessalonians 1:11; 2 Thessalonians 2:9; 1 
Timothy 1:15; 1 Timothy 5:2; 1 Timothy 6:1; 2 Timothy 4:2; Titus 2:15 (on which 
see σπιταγη); ; James 1:21; 1 Peter 2:1; 1 Peter 5:10; πᾶσα δικαιοσύνη, i. 
e. ὁ ἄν ἤ δίκαιον, Matthew 3:15; πᾶν θέληµα τοῦ Θεοῦ, everything God 
wills, Colossians 4:12; πᾶσα ὑποταγῇ, obedience in all things, 1 Timothy 
2:11; πάσῃ συνειδήσει ἀγαθή, consciousness of rectitude in all things, Acts 23:1; — or it 
signifies the highest degree, the maximum, of the thing which the noun denotes (cf. Winer's 
Grammar, 110 (105f); Ellicott on Ephesians 1:8; Meyer on Philippians 1:20; Krüger, § 50, 11, 9 
and 10): as µετά πάσης παρρησίας, Acts 4:29; Acts 
28:31; µετά πάσης ταπεινοφροσύνης, Acts 20:19; προθυµίας, Acts 
17:11; χαρᾶς, Philippians 2:29, cf. James 1:2; ἐν πάσῃ ἀσφάλεια, Acts 
5:23; ἐν παντί φόβῳ, 1 Peter 2:18; πᾶσα ἐξουσία, Matthew 
28:18 (πᾶν κράτος, Sophocles Phil. 142). 

c. the whole (all, Latintotus): so before proper names of countries, cities, nations; 
as, πᾶσα Ἱεροσόλυµα, Matthew 2:3; πᾶς, Ἰσραήλ, Romans 11:26; before collective 
terms, as πᾶς οἶκος Ἰσραήλ, Acts 2:36; πᾶσα κτίσις (see κτίσις, 2 
b.); πᾶσα γραφή (nearly equivalent to the ὅσα προεγράφη in Romans 15:4), 2 Timothy 
3:16 (cf. Rothe, Zur Dogmatik, p. 181); πᾶσα γερουσία υἱῶν Ἰσραήλ, Exodus 
12:21; πᾶς ἵππος Φαραώ, Exodus 14:23; πᾶν δίκαιον ἔθνος, Additions to Esther 
1:9 [Esther 11:71:1f]; by a somewhat rare usage before other substantives also, as 
(πᾶν πρόσωπον τῆς γῆς, Acts 17:26 L T Tr WH); οἰκοδοµή, Ephesians 
2:21 G L T Tr WH, cf. Harless at the passage, p. 262 (others find no necessity here for resorting 
to this exceptional use, but render (with R. V.) each several building (cf. 
Meyer)); πᾶν τέµενος, 3Macc. 1:13 (where see 
Grimm); Παύλου ... ὅς ἐν πάσῃ ἐπιστολή µνηµονεύει ὑµῶν, Ignatius ad Eph. 12 
[ET] ((yet cf. Lightfoot)); cf. Passow, under the word πᾶς, 2; (Liddell and Scott, under the 
word, A. II.); Winers Grammar, § 18, 4; (Buttmann, § 127, 29); Krüger, § 50, 11, 8 to 11; 
Kühner, see 545f. 

2. with nouns which have the article, all the, the whole (see c. just above): — with the singular; 
as, πᾶσα ἡ ἀγέλη, the whole herd, Matthew 8:32; πᾶς ὁ ὄχλος, Matthew 
13:2; πᾶς ὁ κόσµος, Romans 3:19; Colossians 1:6; πᾶσα ἡ πόλις (i. e. all its 
inhabitants), Matthew 8:34; Matthew 21:10, etc.; πᾶσα ἡ Ἰουδαία, Matthew 3:5; 
add, Matthew 27:25; Mark 5:33; Luke 1:10; Acts 7:14; Acts 10:2; Acts 20:28; Acts 
22:5; Romans 4:16; Romans 9:17; 1 Corinthians 13:2 (πίστιν καί γνῶσιν in their whole 
compass and extent); Ephesians 4:16; Colossians 1:19; Colossians 2:9, 19; Philippians 
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1:3; Hebrews 2:15; Revelation 5:6, etc.; the difference between πᾶσα ἡ θλῖψις (all) 
and πᾶσα θλῖψις (any) appears in 2 Corinthians 1:4. πᾶς ὁ λαός οὗτος, Luke 
9:13; πᾶσαν τήν ὀφειλήν ἐκείνην, Matthew 18:32; πᾶς placed after the noun has the 
force of a predicate: τήν κρίσιν πᾶσαν δέδωκέ, the judgment he hath given 
wholly (cf. Winer's Grammar, 548 (510)), John 
5:22; τήν ἐξουσίαν ... πᾶσαν ποιεῖ, Revelation 13:12; it is placed between the article and 
noun (Buttmann, § 127, 29; Winer's Grammar, 549 (510)), as τόν πάντα χρόνον, i. 
e. always, Acts 20:18; add, Galatians 5:14; 1 Timothy 1:16 (here L T Tr WH ἅπας); — with a 
plural, all (the totality of the persons or things designated by the 
noun): πάντας τούς ἀρχιερεῖς, Matthew 2:4; add, Matthew 4:8; Matthew 11:13; Mark 
4:13; Mark 6:33; Luke 1:6, 48; Acts 10:12, 43; Romans 1:5; Romans 15:11; 1 Corinthians 
12:26; 1 Corinthians 15:25; 2 Corinthians 8:18, and very often; with a demonstrative pronoun 
added, Matthew 25:7; Luke 2:19, 51 (here T WH omit L Tr marginal reading brackets the 
pronoun); πάντες is placed after the noun: τάς πόλεις πάσας, the cities all (of them) 
(cf. Winer's Grammar, as above), Matthew 9:35: Acts 8:40; add, Matthew 10:30; Luke 
7:35 (here L Tr WH text πάντων τῶν etc.); Luke 12:7; Acts 8:40; Acts 16:26; Romans 
12:4; 1 Corinthians 7:17; 1 Corinthians 10:1; 1 Corinthians 13:2; 1 Corinthians 15:7; 1 
Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians 13:2, 12(13); Philippians 1:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:26; 2 
Timothy 4:21 (WH brackets πάντες); Revelation 8:3; οἱ πάντες followed by a noun, Acts 
19:7; Acts 27:37; τούς κατά τά ἔθνη πάντας Ἰουδαίους, Acts 
21:21 (here L omits; Tr brackets πάντας). 

II. without a substantive; 

1. masculine and feminine every one, any one: in the singular, without any addition, Mark 
9:49; Luke 16:16; Hebrews 2:9; followed by a relative pronoun, πᾶς ὅστις, Matthew 
7:24; Matthew 10:32; πᾶς ὅς, Matthew 19:29 (L T Tr WH ὅστις); Galatians 
3:10; πᾶς ὅς ἄν (ἐάν Tr WH), whosoever, Acts 2:21; πᾶς ἐξ ὑµῶν ὅς, Luke 14:33; with 
a participle which has not the article (Winer's Grammar, 111 (106)): παντός ἀκούοντος (if 
anyone heareth, whoever he is), Matthew 13:19; παντί ὀφείλοντι ἡµῖν, everyone 
owing (if he owe) us anything, unless ὀφείλοντι is to be taken substantively, every debtor of 
ours, Luke 11:4; with a participle which has the article and takes the place of a relative clause 
(Winer's Grammar, as above): πᾶς ὁ ὀργιζόµενος, everyone that is angry, Matthew 5:22; 
add, Matthew 7:8; Luke 6:47; John 3:8, 20; John 6:45; Acts 10:43; Acts 13:39; Romans 
1:16; Romans 2:10; Romans 12:3; 1 Corinthians 9:25; 1 Corinthians 16:16; Galatians 3:13; 1 
John 2:23; 1 John 3:3f, 6, etc. Plural, πάντες, without any addition, all men: Matthew 
10:22; Mark 13:13; Luke 20:38; Luke 21:17; John 1:7; John 3:31a (in 31b G T WH marginal 
reading omit the clause); ; Acts 17:25; Romans 10:12; 1 Corinthians 9:19; 2 Corinthians 
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5:14(); Ephesians 3:9 (here T WH text omit; L brackets πάντας); of a certain definite 
whole: all (the people), Matthew 21:26; all (we who hold more liberal views), 1 Corinthians 
8:1; all (the members of the church), 1 Corinthians 8:7; by hyperbole equivalent to the great 
majority, the multitude, John 3:26; all (just before mentioned), Matthew 14:20; Matthew 
22:27; Matthew 27:22; Mark 1:27 (here T Tr WH ἅπαντες); Mark 1:37; Mark 6:39, 42; 
( Lachmann); Luke 1:63; Luke 4:15; John 2:15, 24, and very often; (all (about to be 
mentioned), διά πάντων namely, τῶν ἁγίων (as is shown by the 
following καί κτλ.), Acts 9:32). οἱ πάντες, all taken together, all collectively (cf. Winer's 
Grammar, 116 (110)): of all men, Romans 11:32; of a certain definite whole, Philippians 2:21; 
with the 1 person plural of the verb, 1 Corinthians 10:17; Ephesians 4:13; with a definite 
number, in all (cf. Buttmann, § 127, 
29): ἦσαν δέ οἱ πάντες ἄνδρες ὡσεί δεκαδύο (or δώδεκα), Acts 
19:7; ἤµεθα αἱ ψυχαί διακόσιαι ἑβδοµήκοντα ἕξ, Acts 
27:37 (ἐπ' ἄνδρας τούς πάντας δύο, Judith 
4:7; ἐγένοντο οἱ πάντες ὡς τετρακόσιοι, Josephus, Antiquities 6, 12, 
3; τούς πάντας εἰς δυσχιλιους, id. 4, 7, 1; ὡς εἶναι τάς πάσας δέκα, Aelian v. h. 
12, 35; see other examples from Greek authors in Passow, under the word πᾶς, 5 b.; (Liddell 
and Scott, under the word, C.); relinquitur ergo, ut omnia tria genera sint causarum, Cicero, 
de invent. 1, 9); οἱ πάντες, all those I have spoken of, 1 Corinthians 9:22; 2 Corinthians 
5:14(15). πάντες ὅσοι, all as many as, Matthew 22:10; Luke 4:40 (here Tr marginal 
reading WH text ἅπαντες); John 10:8; Acts 5:36f; πάντες οἱ with a participle, all (they) 
that: Matthew 4:24; Mark 1:32; Luke 2:18, 38; Acts 2:44; Acts 4:16; Romans 1:7; Romans 
10:12; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 1:1; Ephesians 6:24; 1 Thessalonians 1:7; 2 
Thessalonians 1:10; Hebrews 3:16; 2 John 1:1; Revelation 13:8; Revelation 18:19, 24, and 
often. πάντες οἱ namely, ὄντες: Matthew 5:15; Luke 5:9; John 5:28; Acts 2:39; Acts 
5:17; Acts 16:32; Romans 9:6; 2 Timothy 1:15; 1 Peter 5:14, etc. πάντες with personal and 
demonst. pronouns (compare Winer's Grammar, 548 (510)): ἡµεῖς πάντες, John 
1:16; Romans 8:32; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Ephesians 2:3; πάντες ἡµεῖς, Acts 2:32; Acts 
10:33; Acts 26:14; Acts 28:2; Romans 4:16; οἱ πάντες ἡµεῖς, 2 Corinthians 
5:10; ὑµεῖς πάντες, Acts 20:25; πάντες ὑµεῖς, Matthew 23:8; Matthew 26:31; Luke 
9:48; Acts 22:3; Romans 15:33; 2 Corinthians 7:15; (Galatians 3:28 R G L WH); Philippians 1:4, 
7; 1 Thessalonians 1:2; 2 Thessalonians 3:16, 18; Titus 3:15; Hebrews 13:25, 
etc.; αὐτοί πάντες, 1 Corinthians 15:10; πάντες αὐτοί, Acts 4:33; Acts 19:17; Acts 
20:36; οὗτοι πάντες, Acts 1:14; Acts 17:7; Hebrews 11:13, 
39; πάντες (L T ἅπαντες) οὗτοι, Acts 2:7; οἱ δέ πάντες, and they all, Mark 14:64. 

2. Neuter πᾶν, everything (anything) whatsoever; 

https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/5-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ephesians/3-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/21-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_corinthians/8-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_corinthians/8-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_corinthians/8-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/john/3-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/14-20.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/22-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/22-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/27-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/mark/1-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/mark/1-37.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/mark/6-39.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/1-63.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/4-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/john/2-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/9-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/11-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/philippians/2-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_corinthians/10-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ephesians/4-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/19-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/19-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/27-37.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/27-37.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_corinthians/9-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/5-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/5-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/22-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/4-40.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/john/10-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/5-36.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/4-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/mark/1-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/2-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/2-44.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/4-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/1-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/10-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/10-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_corinthians/1-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/1-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ephesians/6-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_thessalonians/1-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_thessalonians/1-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_thessalonians/1-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/hebrews/3-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_john/1-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/revelation/13-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/revelation/18-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/5-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/5-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/john/5-28.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/2-39.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/5-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/5-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/16-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/9-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_timothy/1-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_peter/5-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/john/1-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/john/1-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/8-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/3-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ephesians/2-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/2-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/10-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/10-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/26-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/28-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/4-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/5-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/5-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/20-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/23-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/26-31.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/9-48.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/9-48.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/22-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/15-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/7-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/galatians/3-28.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/philippians/1-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/philippians/1-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_thessalonians/1-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_thessalonians/3-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/titus/3-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/hebrews/13-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_corinthians/15-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/4-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/19-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/20-36.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/20-36.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/1-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/17-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/hebrews/11-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/hebrews/11-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/2-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/mark/14-64.htm


 
a. in the singular: πᾶν τό followed by a participle (on the neuter in a concrete and collective 
sense cf. Buttmann, § 128, 1), 1 Corinthians 10:25, 27; Ephesians 5:13; 1 John 
5:4; πᾶν τό namely, ὄν, 1 John 2:16; πᾶν ὁ, Romans 14:23; John 6:37, 39 (R. V. all 
that); John 17:2; πᾶν ὁ, τί ἄν or ἐάν, whatsoever, Colossians 3:17, and Rec. in Colossians 
3:23. Joined to prepositions it forms adverbial phrases: παντός or διαπαντός, always, 
perpetually, see διά, A. II. 1 a.; ἐν παντί, either in every condition, or in every 
matter, Philippians 4:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:18; in everything, in every way, on every side, in 
every particular or relation, 2 Corinthians 4:8; 2 Corinthians 7:5, 11, 16; 2 Corinthians 11:6, 
9; Ephesians 5:24; πλουτίζεσθαι, 1 Corinthians 1:5; (περισσεύειν), 2 Corinthians 
8:7; ἐν παντί καί ἐν πᾶσιν (see µυέω, b.), Philippians 4:12. 

b. Plural, πάντα (without the article (cf. Winers Grammar, 116 (110); Matthiae, § 438)) all 
things; α. of a certain definite totality or sum of things, the context shewing what things are 
meant: Mark 4:34; Mark 6:30; Luke 1:3; (v. 28 L T Tr WH); John 
4:25 (here T Tr WH ἅπαντα); Romans 8:28; 2 Corinthians 6:10; Galatians 4:1; Philippians 
2:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:21; 2 Timothy 2:10; Titus 1:15; 1 John 2:27; πάντα ὑµῶν, all ye do 
with one another, 1 Corinthians 16:14; πάντα γίνεσθαι πᾶσιν (A. V. to become all things 
to all men), i. e. to adapt oneself in all ways to the needs of all, 1 Corinthians 
9:22 L T Tr WH (Rec. τά πάντα i. e. in all the ways possible or necessary); cf. Kypke, Obs. ii, 
p. 215f. β. accusative πάντα (adverbially), wholly, altogether, in all ways, in all things, in 
all respects: Acts 20:35; 1 Corinthians 9:25; 1 Corinthians 10:33; 1 Corinthians 11:2; 
cf. Matthiae, § 425, 5; Passow, ii, p. 764a; (Liddell and Scott, under the word D. II. 
4). γ. πάντα, in an absolute sense, all things that exist, all created things: John 1:3; 1 
Corinthians 2:10; 1 Corinthians 15:27; Hebrews 2:8 (and L T Tr WH in ); Ephesians 
1:22; Colossians 1:17; 1 Peter 4:7; Revelation 21:5; (in Romans 9:5 πάντων is more fitly 
taken as genitive masculine (but see the commentaries at the 
passage)). ποίᾳ ἐστιν ἐντολή πρώτη πάντων (genitive neuter; Rec. πασῶν), what 
commandment is first of all (things), Mark 
12:28 (ἐφασκε λέγων κορυδον πάντων πρώτην ὀρνιθα γενέσθαι, προτέραν τ
ῆς γῆς, Aristophanes av. 
472; τάς πόλεις ... ἐλευθερουν καί πάντων µάλιστα Ἀντανδρον, Thucydides 4, 
52; cf. Winers Grammar, § 27,6; (Buttmann, § 150, 6; Green, p. 109); Fritzsche on Mark, p. 
538]. δ. with the article (cf. references in b. above), τά πάντα; αα. in an absolute sense, all 
things collectively, the totality of created things, the universe of things: Romans 11:36; 1 
Corinthians 8:6; Ephesians 3:9; Ephesians 4:10; Philippians 3:21; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 
1:3; Hebrews 2:10; Revelation 4:11; τά πάντα ἐν πᾶσι πληροῦσθαι, to fill the universe 
of things in all places, Ephesians 1:23 (Rec. omits τά; but others take ἐν πᾶσιν here modally 
(see θ'. below), others instrumentally (see Meyer at the passage)). ββ. in a relative sense: Mark 
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4:11 (Tdf. omits τά) (the whole substance of saving teaching); Acts 17:25 (not Rec.st) (all the 
necessities of life); Romans 8:32 (all the things that he can give for our benefit); all intelligent 
beings (others include things material also), Ephesians 1:10; Colossians 1:20; it serves by its 
universality to designate every class of men, all mankind (cf. Winers Grammar, § 27, 
5; Buttmann, § 128, 1), Galatians 3:22 (cf. Romans 11:32); 1 Timothy 
6:13; εἶναι τά (T WH omit τά) πάντα, to avail for, be a substitute for, to possess supreme 
authority, καί ἐν πᾶσιν (i. e. either with all men or in the minds of all (others 
take πᾶσιν as neuter, cf. Lightfoot at the passage)), Colossians 
3:11; ἵνα ἤ ὁ Θεός τά (L Tr WH omit τά) πάντα ἐν πᾶσιν (neuter according to Grimm 
(as below)), i. e. that God may rule supreme by his spiritual power working within all, 'may be 
the immanent and controlling principle of life,' 1 Corinthians 15:28 (so in secular 
authors πάντα or ἅπαντα without the 
article: πάντα ἦν ἐν τοισι Βαβυλωνιοισι Ζωπυρος, Herodotus 3, 157; cf. Herm. ad 
Vig., p. 727; other examples from secular authors are given in Kypke, Observations, ii., p. 
230f; Palairet, Observations, p. 407; cf. Grimm in the Zeitschr. f. wissensch. Theol. for 1873, p. 
394ff); accusative (adverbially, cf. β. above) τά πάντα, in all the parts (in which we grow 
(Meyer)), in all respects, Ephesians 4:15. The article in τά πάντα refers — in 1 Corinthians 
11:12 to the things before mentioned (husband and wife, and their mutual dependence); in 2 
Corinthians 4:15 to 'all the things that befall me'; in 1 Corinthians 15:27; Philippians 3:8, to the 
preceding πάντα; in Colossians 3:8 τά πάντα serves to sum up what follows (Winer's 
Grammar, 107 (102)). πάντα τά followed by a participle (see πᾶς, πάντες, II. 1 
above): Matthew 18:31; Luke 12:44; Luke 17:10; Luke 18:31; Luke 21:22; Luke 24:44; John 
18:4; Acts 10:33; Acts 24:14; Galatians 3:10; τά πάντα with participle, Luke 9:7; Ephesians 
5:13; πάντα τά namely, ὄντα (see πᾶς (πᾶν), πάντες, II. 1 and 2 above), Matthew 
23:20; Acts 4:24; Acts 14:15; Acts 17:24; πάντα τά ὧδε, namely, ὄντα, Colossians 
4:9; τά κατ' ἐµέ, Colossians 4:7 (see κατά, II. 3 b.). ζ. and τά πάντα with 
pronouns: τά ἐµά πάντα, John 17:10; πάντα τά ἐµά, Luke 
15:31; ταῦτα πάντα, these things all taken together (Winer's Grammar, 548 (510); 
Fritzsche on Matthew 24:33, 34; cf. Bornemann on Luke 21:36; Lobeck, Paralip., p. 
65): Matthew 4:9; Matthew 6:33; Matthew 13:34, 51; Luke 12:30; Luke 16:14; Luke 
21:36 (πάντα τά L marginal reading); Luke 24:9 (Tdf. πάντα ταῦτα); Acts 7:50; Romans 
8:37; 2 Peter 3:11; πάντα ταῦτα, all these things (references as above): Matthew 
6:32; Matthew 24:8, 33 (T Tr text ταῦτα πάντα),34 (Tr marginal 
reading ταῦτα πάντα); Luke 7:18; Acts 24:8; 1 Corinthians 12:11; Colossians 3:14; 1 
Thessalonians 4:6; the reading varies also 
between πάντα ταῦτα and ταῦτα πάντα in Matthew 19:20; Matthew 23:36; Matthew 
24:2; πάντα τά συµβεβηκότα ταῦτα, Luke 24:14; πάντα ἅ, John 
4:(29 T WH Tr marginal reading (see the next entry)); John 4:45 (here L Tr WH ὅσα (see the 
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next entry)); ; Acts 10:39; Acts 13:39. εε. πάντα ὅσα: Matthew 7:12; Matthew 
13:46; Matthew 18:25; Matthew 28:20; Mark 12:44; John 4:29 (see ζ' above), L Tr WH; ; Acts 
3:22; πάντα ὅσα, ἄν (or ἐάν), Matthew 21:22; Matthew 23:3; Mark 
11:24 (G L T Tr WH omit ἄν); Acts 3:22. τη. πάντα with prepositions forms adverbial 
phrases: πρό πάντων, before or above all things (see πρό, c.), James 5:12; 1 Peter 4:8. 
(But περί πάντων, 3 John 1:2, must not be referred to this head, as though it signified above 
all things; it is rather as respects all things, and depends on εὔχοµαι (apparently a mistake 
for εὐοδοῦσθαι; yet see περί, the passage cited ἆ.), cf. Lücke at the passage, 2nd edition, p. 
370 (3rd edition, p. 462f; Westcott at the passage); Winer's Grammar, 373 (350)). 
(on διά πάντων, Acts 9:32, see 1 above.) ἐν πᾶσιν, in all things, in all ways, altogether: 1 
Timothy 3:11; 1 Timothy 4:15 (Rec.); 2 Timothy 2:7; 2 Timothy 4:5; Titus 2:9; Hebrews 13:4, 
18; 1 Peter 4:11 (see also 2 a. at the end, above); ἐπί πᾶσιν, see ἐπί, B. 2 d., p. 
233b. κατά πάντα, in all respects: Acts 17:22; Colossians 3:20, 22; Hebrews 2:17; Hebrews 
4:15. 

III. with negatives; 

1. οὐ πᾶς, not everyone. 

2. πᾶς οὐ (where οὐ belongs to the verb), no one, none, see οὐ, 2, p. 460b; πᾶς µή (so 
that µή must be joined to the verb), no one, none, in final sentences, John 3:15; John 6:39; John 
12:46; 1 Corinthians 1:29; with an imperative Ephesians 4:29 (1 Macc. 
5:42); πᾶς ... οὐ µή with the aorist subjunctive (see µή, IV. 2), Revelation 18:22. 
 
 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
every, all manner of 

Including all the forms of declension; apparently a primary 
word; all, any, every, the whole -- all (manner of, means), 
alway(-s), any (one), X daily, + ever, every (one, way), as many 
as, + no(-thing), X thoroughly, whatsoever, whole, whosoever. 
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◄ 1343. dikaiosuné ► 
Strong's Concordance 
dikaiosuné: righteousness, justice 
Original Word: δικαιοσύνη, ης, ἡ 
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine 
Transliteration: dikaiosuné 
Phonetic Spelling: (dik-ah-yos-oo'-nay) 
Definition: righteousness, justice 
Usage: (usually if not always in a Jewish atmosphere), justice, justness, righteousness, 
righteousness of which God is the source or author, but practically: a divine righteousness. 
 
HELPS Word-studies 

1343 dikaiosýnē (from 1349 /díkē, "a judicial verdict") – properly, judicial 
approval (the verdict of approval); in the NT, the approval of God ("divine approval"). 

1343 /dikaiosýnē ("divine approval") is the regular NT term used for righteousness ("God's 
judicial approval"). 1343 /dikaiosýnē ("the approval of God") refers to what is deemed right by 
the Lord (after His examination), i.e. what is approved in His eyes. 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
from dikaios 
Definition 
righteousness, justice 
NASB Translation 
right (1), righteousness (90). 
 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 1343: δικαιοσύνη 
 
δικαιοσύνη, δικαιοσύνης, ἡ (δίκαιος); most frequently in the Sept. for ֶקדֶצ  and ְהקָדָצ , 
rarely for ֶדסֶח ; "the virtue or quality or state of one who is δίκαιος;" 

1. in the broad sense, the state of him who is such as he ought to be, 
righteousness (German Rechtbeschaffenheit); the condition acceptable to 
God (German Gottwohlgefalligkeit); 

a. universally: λόγος τῆς δικαιοσύνης (like λόγος τῆς καταλλαγῆς, λόγος τοῦ σ
ταυροῦ), the doctrine concerning the way in which man may attain to a state approved of 
God, Hebrews 5:13; βασιλεύς δικαιοσύνης, the king who himself has the approbation of 
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God, and who renders his subjects acceptable to God, Hebrews 7:2; cf. Bleek at the passage b. 
"integrity, virtue, purity of life, uprightness, correctness in thinking, feeling, and acting: Matthew 
3:15; Matthew 5:6, 10, 20; Matthew 6:1 G L T Tr, WH; Acts 13:10; Acts 24:25; Romans 6:13, 
16, 18-20 (opposed to ἁµαρτία, ἀνοµία, and ἀκαθαρσία); Romans 8:10 (opposed 
to ἁµαρτία); Romans 14:17 (? (see c.)); 2 Corinthians 6:7, 14 (opposed to ἀνοµία, as 
in Xenophon, mem. 1, 2, 24); 2 Corinthians 11:15; Ephesians 5:9; Ephesians 6:14; Philippians 
1:11; 1 Timothy 6:11; 2 Timothy 2:22; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Timothy 4:8; Titus 3:5; Hebrews 
1:9; Hebrews 12:11; James 3:18; 1 Peter 3:14; 2 Peter 2:5, 21; 2 Peter 3:13, and very often in the 
O. T.; ἐν ὁδῷ δικαιοσύνης, walking in the way of righteousness equivalent to an upright, 
righteous, man, Matthew 21:32; τοῦ Θεοῦ, the righteousness which God demands, Matthew 
6:33; James 1:20; of righteousness which manifests itself in "beneficence: 2 Corinthians 9:9f (cf. 
Tobit 14:11; Gesenius, Thesaurus iii., p. 1151; so Chaldean ִהקָדְצ , Daniel 4:24, and in the 
Talmud and rabbinical writings (Buxtorf. col. 1891 (p. 941, Fischer edition); cf. Winer's 
Grammar, 32)); where δίκαιος καί ὁσιότης are connected — Luke 1:75; Ephesians 4:24, 
(Wis. 9:3; Clement of Rome, 1 Cor. 48, 4 [ET] and occasionally in secular writings) — the 
former denotes right conduct toward men, the latter piety toward God (cf. Plato, Gorgias, p. 507 
b.; Grimm on Sap., p. 181f; (cf. Trench, § 88, p. 328f; for additional examples 
see Wetstein (1752) on Ephesians, the passage cited; 
cf. ὅσιος); εὐσέβεια καί δικαιοσύνη, Diodorus 1, 2); ποιεῖν τήν δικαιοσύνην, to 
do righteousness, to live uprightly: 1 John 2:29; 1 John 3:7; 1 John 3:10 (not Lachmann); and 
in Revelation 22:11 according to the text now accepted; in like 
manner ἐργάζεσθαι δικαιοσύνην, Acts 10:35; Hebrews 11:33; ζῆν τῇ δικαιοσύνη, to 
live, devote the life, to righteousness, 1 Peter 2:24; πληροῦν πᾶσαν δικαιοσύνην, to 
perform completely whatever is right, Matthew 3:15. When affirmed of 
Christ, δικαιοσύνη denotes his perfect moral purity, integrity, sinlessness: John 16:8, 10; 
when used of God, his holiness: Romans 3:5, 25f. 

c. in the writings of Paul ἡ δικαιοσύνη has a peculiar meaning, opposed to the views of the 
Jews and Judaizing Christians. To understand this meaning, the following facts especially must 
be kept in view: the Jews as a people, and very many who had become converts from among 
them to Christianity, supposed that they secured the favor of God by works conformed to the 
requirements of the Mosaic law, as though by way of merit; and that they would thus attain to 
eternal salvation. But this law demands perfect obedience to all its precepts, and threatens 
condemnation to those who do not render such obedience (Galatians 3:10, 12). Obedience of this 
kind no one has rendered (Romans 3:10), neither Jews nor Gentiles (Romans 1:24-2:1) — for 
with the latter the natural law of right written on their souls takes the place of the Mosaic law 
(Romans 2:14f). On this account Paul proclaims the love of God, in that by giving up Christ, his 
Son, to die as an expiatory sacrifice for the sins of men he has attested his grace and good-will to 
mankind, so that they can hope for salvation as if they had not sinned. But the way to obtain this 
hope, he teaches, is only through faith (see πίστις (especially 1 b. and d.)), by which a man 
appropriates that grace of God revealed and pledged in Christ; and this faith is reckoned by God 
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to the man as δικαιοσύνη; that is to say, δικαιοσύνη denotes "the state acceptable to God 
which becomes a sinner's possession through that faith by which he embraces the grace of God 
offered him in the expiatory death of Jesus Christ (see δικαιόω, 3 b.). In this 
sense ἡ δικαιοσύνη is used without an adjunct in Romans 4:5f, 11; Romans 5:17, 21; Romans 
9:30; Romans 14:11 (? (see b.)); 1 Corinthians 1:30; Galatians 
5:5; δικαιοσύνη Θεοῦ, ἡ τοῦ Θεοῦ δικαιοσύνη, the righteousness which God ascribes, 
what God declares to be righteousness (Winer's Grammar, 186 (175)), Romans 1:17; Romans 
3:21; Romans 10:3; by a pregnant use, equivalent to that divine arrangement by which God leads 
men to a state acceptable to him, Romans 10:4; as abstract for concrete, equivalent to those 
whom God accounts righteous, 2 Corinthians 
5:21; δικαιοσύνη Θεοῦ διά πίστεως, Romans 3:22; ἡ δικαιοσύνη τῆς πίστεως, 
which is acquired by faith, or seen in faith, Romans 4:11, 13; ἡ ἐκ Θεοῦ δικαιοσύνη which 
comes from God, i. e. is adjudged, imputed, Philippians 3:9 (wbere the 
addition ἐπί τῇ πίστει depends on ἔχων, having ... founded upon faith (cf. Winer's 
Grammar, 137 (130); 392 (367); yet cf. Ellicott, at the 
passage)); ἡ ἐκ πίστεως δικαιοσύνη which comes from faith, Romans 9:30; Romans 
10:6; ἡ διά πίστεως Χριστοῦ, Philippians 3:9; ἡ κατά πίστιν δικαιοσύνη according 
to, appropriate to, faith, Hebrews 11:7 (but it should be kept in mind that the conception of 'faith' 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews is broader than in Paul's writings (cf. e. g. Kurtz, at the passage)); 
Christ is called δικαιοσύνη, as being the one without whom there is no righteousness, as the 
author of righteousness, 1 Corinthians 1:30; εἰς δικαιοσύνην, unto righteousness as the 
result, to obtain righteousness, Romans 10:4, 
10; ἡ πίστις λογίζεται τίνι εἰς δικαιοσύνην, faith is reckoned to one for righteousness, 
i. e. is so taken into account, that righteousness is ascribed to it or recognized in it: Romans 4:3, 
6, 9, 22; Galatians 3:6; James 2:23; ἡ διακονία τῆς δικαιοσύνης (see διακονία, 2 b.), 2 
Corinthians 3:9. Opposed to this δικαιοσύνη, arising from faith, 
is ἡ ἐκ νόµου δικαιοσύνη, a state acceptable to God which is supposed to result from 
obedience to the law, Romans 10:5f; ἡ δικαιοσύνη ἐν νόµῳ relying on the law, i. e. on 
imaginary obedience to it, Philippians 3:6; ἡ ἰδίᾳ δικαιοσύνη and ἡ ἐµή ἐδικαιοσυνη, 
such as one supposes that he has acquired for himself by his own works, Romans 
10:3 Philippians 3:9, cf. Galatians 2:21; Galatians 3:21. 

2. in a closer sense, justice, or the virtue which gives each one his due; it is said to belong to 
God and Christ, as bestowing ἰσότιµον πίστιν upon all Christians impartially, 2 Peter 1:1; of 
judicial justice, Romans 9:28 R G Tr marginal reading in 
brackets; κρίνειν ἐν δικαιοσύνη, Acts 17:31; Revelation 19:11. (See references under the 
word δικαιόω at the end.) 
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What does Christ mean? 
 
To the surprise of some, “Christ” is not Jesus’ last name (surname). “Christ” comes from 
the Greek word Christos, meaning “anointed one” or “chosen one.” This is the Greek 
equivalent of the Hebrew word Mashiach, or “Messiah.” “Jesus” is the Lord’s human name 
given to Mary by the angel Gabriel (Luke 1:31). “Christ” is His title, signifying Jesus was sent 
from God to be a King and Deliverer (see Daniel 9:25; Isaiah 32:1). “Jesus Christ” means 
“Jesus the Messiah” or “Jesus the Anointed One.” 
 
In ancient Israel, when someone was given a position of authority, oil was poured on his 
head to signify his being set apart for God’s service (e.g., 1 Samuel 10:1). Kings, priests, 
and prophets were anointed in such fashion. Anointing was a symbolic act to indicate 
God’s choosing (e.g., 1 Samuel 24:6). Although the literal meaning of anointed refers to the 
application of oil, it can also refer to one’s consecration by God, even if literal oil is not 
used (Hebrews 1:9). 
 
There are hundreds of prophetic passages in the Old Testament that refer to a coming 
Messiah who would deliver His people (e.g., Isaiah 61:1; Daniel 9:26). Ancient Israel 
thought their Messiah would come with military might to deliver them from decades of 
captivity to earthly kings and pagan nations. But the New Testament reveals a much better 
deliverance provided by Jesus the Messiah—a deliverance from the power and penalty of 
sin (Luke 4:18; Romans 6:23). 
 

 
 
 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
righteousness. 

From dikaios; equity (of character or act); specially (Christian) justification -- righteousness. 

see GREEK dikaios 
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The Bible says Jesus was anointed with oil on two separate occasions by two different 
women (Matthew 26:6–7; Luke 7:37–38), but the most significant anointing came by way of 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:38). Jesus’ title of “Christ” means He is God’s Anointed One, the 
One who fulfills the Old Testament prophecies, the Chosen Savior who came to rescue 
sinners (1 Timothy 1:15), and the King of kings who is coming back again to set up His 
Kingdom on earth (Zechariah 14:9). 

 
F O R  M O R E : O R  F U R T H E R  S T U D Y  
God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ by Stephen Wellum 
 
 

Easton's Bible Dictionary - Christ 
 
Christ  

anointed, the Greek translation of the Hebrew word rendered "Messiah" (q.v.), 
the official title of our Lord, occurring five hundred and fourteen times in the 
New Testament. It denotes that he was anointed or consecrated to his great 
redemptive work as Prophet, Priest, and King of his people. He is Jesus the 
Christ ( Acts 17:3 ; 18:5 ; Matthew 22:42 ), the Anointed One. He is thus 
spoken of by ( Isaiah 61:1 ), and by ( Daniel 9:24-26 ), who styles him 
"Messiah the Prince." 

The Messiah is the same person as "the seed of the woman" ( Genesis 
3:15 ), "the seed of Abraham" ( Genesis 22:18 ), the "Prophet like unto 
Moses" ( Deuteronomy 18:15 ), "the priest after the order of Melchizedek" 
( Psalms 110:4 ), "the rod out of the stem of Jesse" ( Isaiah 11:1 Isaiah 
11:10 ), the "Immanuel," the virgin's son ( Isaiah 7:14 ), "the branch of 
Jehovah" ( Isaiah 4:2 ), and "the messenger of the covenant" ( Malachi 3:1 ). 
This is he "of whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write." The Old 
Testament Scripture is full of prophetic declarations regarding the Great 
Deliverer and the work he was to accomplish. Jesus the Christ is Jesus the 
Great Deliverer, the Anointed One, the Saviour of men. This name denotes 
that Jesus was divinely appointed, commissioned, and accredited as the 
Saviour of men ( Hebrews 5:4 ; Isaiah 11:2-4 ; 49:6 ; John 5:37 ; Acts 
2:22 ). 

To believe that "Jesus is the Christ" is to believe that he is the Anointed, the 
Messiah of the prophets, the Saviour sent of God, that he was, in a word, 
what he claimed to be. This is to believe the gospel, by the faith of which 
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alone men can be brought unto God. That Jesus is the Christ is the testimony 
of God, and the faith of this constitutes a Christian ( 1 Corinthians 
12:3 ; 1 John 5:1 ). 

 
 
 
 
 

BibleINFO.com	
	
Christ	comes	from	Christos,	a	Greek	
word	that	means	“the	anointed	one,”		

or	“the	chosen	one.”	
 

The Hebrew word meaning the same thing is Mashiach, or as we know it—
Messiah. So Christ is really more a title than it is a name, although the Bible 
uses it both ways. For example, the Bible often refers to Jesus by name as 
“Jesus Christ,” just as we do in modern usage (see Matthew 1:1, 18; Mark 1:1; 
John 1:17; 17:3; Acts 3:6; Romans 3:24, etc.). 

But it also speaks of Jesus as “the Christ,” meaning “the anointed one,” the 
Messiah. When Jesus asked His disciples who they thought He was, Peter 
answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). At 
Jesus’ interrogation by the Jews just before His crucifixion, the high priest 
demanded, “Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!” (Matthew 26:63). 
And Luke records that on one occasion when Jesus cast demons out of 
individuals, the demons cried out, “ ‘You are the Christ, the Son of God!’ and 
He [Jesus] rebuking them, did not allow them to speak, for they knew that He 
was the Christ” (Luke 4:41). 
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Jesus Christ: The Anointed One 
So Jesus Christ combines His name (Jesus) with His title (Christ), 
meaning Jesus, the anointed One, or Jesus, the chosen One. Jesus is His human 
name as announced to Mary by the angel Gabriel (Luke 1:31), and Christ is 
His title, as the chosen, anointed Son of God. 

The Old Testament predicted that God would send a chosen one—the 
Messiah—to save the world from sin. As early as the Garden of Eden, God told 
Adam and Eve that a “seed” of the woman (a descendant) would come 
someday and destroy Satan and sin (Genesis 3:15). The psalms of David and 
the prophecies of Daniel described the work and coming of the Messiah 
whom God would send to save His people from their sins (Psalm 16; 22; 45; 
110; Daniel 9). 

The Jewish people knew the Messiah was coming, but they misunderstood 
what He was coming to do. They believed the Messiah—the Christ—would 
come to set up a kingdom on earth and deliver them from their Roman 
masters. But Jesus Christ came to deliver them from a bondage much worse 
than their bondage to Rome. Jesus came to deliver them—and us—from the 
terrible bondage to sin. 

Anointed to Set Captives Free 
 

At the beginning of His ministry on earth, Jesus went to the synagogue in 
Nazareth on the Sabbath and read the Scripture for the day. 

Luke says, “And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it 
was written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me 
to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.’ 

Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And 
the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began 



to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing’ ” (Luke 4:17-
21). 

Jesus read these words from Isaiah 61, a prophecy of the coming Messiah, 
and then He said that He was the One to whom this prophecy referred. That 
He had been anointed to preach the gospel of salvation. That He was the 
Christ, the anointed One. 

Anointed with Oil and the Holy Spirit 
In the Old Testament, those who were set apart by God for positions of 
spiritual or political leadership were anointed with oil as a symbol of their 
authority. Oil was poured on the heads of priests, kings, and prophets to 
indicate that God had chosen them and consecrated them for the work He 
had given them to do. 

The Bible records two times that Jesus was anointed with oil (Matthew 26:6, 7; 
Luke 7:37, 38). But more importantly, Jesus was anointed by God for His role 
as “the Christ.” The Bible says, “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him” (Acts 10:38). 

As “the Christ,” Jesus was God’s anointed One who fulfilled the Old Testament 
prophecies, the chosen One who came to save us from sin, and the One who 
has promised to come again to usher in His everlasting kingdom. 
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“To Fulfill All Righteousness” 



 
By Knox Chamblin 

 

“Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,” said the Messiah when He 

came into the world (Heb. 10:5–7). The writings of the New 
Testament, especially the four Gospels, 
testify that Jesus was faithful to that resolve 
all His life. We see in Matthew how Jesus 
executed the offices of prophet, priest, and 
king. In each case His active obedience finds 
expression. (John 10:18; Phil. 2:8; Heb.10: 5–10 

 

The King Who Serves The Father 

The glorious Son of God obeyed the Father in 
becoming a man (Phil. 2:6–7). Already in Jesus’ childhood, 

service to His Father took precedence over, and also found expression in, 
submission to His earthly parents (Luke 2:41–52).  

At Jesus’ baptism (Matt. 3:17) the Father 
acclaims Him both His royal Son (Ps. 2:7) and 
His loyal Servant (Isa. 42:1).  
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In the face of John’s reluctance to baptize Him (Matt. 3:14), Jesus said, 

“Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill 
all righteousness.”  

Jesus and John will together do all that God 
has determined to be right for them. Yet 
“righteousness” in this text is richer still. The 
supreme work that the Father requires of the 
Son (that which above all else is right for the 
Son to do and which will entail utter submission 
to the Father’s will) is that He, the Lord’s 
righteous Servant, save His people from their 
sins (Matt. 1:21) by Himself bearing their 
iniquities (Isa. 53:11).  
 

Jesus’	death	for	sinners	is	foreshadowed	
here	at	the	Jordan	River,	as	John	the	

Baptist	recognizes	(John 1:29). 
 

Unlike the others who came for baptism (Matt. 
3:6), Jesus had no personal sins to confess. Yet 



He willingly received “a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4), a sign 
that He identifies with the sins of those He 

came to save (2 Cor. 5:21). 
As promised in Isaiah 42:1, the Father endows His Servant with the Holy 
Spirit, (Matt. 3:16). The Spirit’s power will undergird the Son for His 
forthcoming ordeal in the desert (4:1–11), where in face of manifold 
temptations, He remains faithful to the Father (for example, Jesus’ responses 
to Satan in Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). Jesus’ unfailing obedience to the Father 
cannot be understood apart from the empowering Spirit. 

Matthew uses the term “king” (Greek, basileus) in several ways, but only 
Jesus is called “king of the Jews” or “king of Israel.” The character of that 
kingship Matthew describes in 12:18–21 by quoting Isaiah 42:1–4. So secure 
is Jesus in who He is — the Father’s beloved Son — that He is free to serve 
rather than tyrannize His subjects, and to deal gently rather than harshly with 
the lowliest and the weakest of them (Matt. 12:20; 11:25–30). Astonishingly, it 
is by the very means of His lowly service that all earthly tyrants will be 
subdued, and all nations made His possession (Zech. 9:9–10). 

It is indeed “the King of the Jews” who hangs upon the cross (Matt. 27:37). 
Here achieving His greatest triumph through defeat.  

Just as the first Servant song (Isa. 42:1–4) 
prepares for the fourth (52:13–53:12), 
so Matthew 3:17 and 12:18–21 prepare for 
20:28 and 26:26–28, where Jesus speaks of the 
Son’s ultimate obedience and of the Servant’s 
supreme sacrifice.  



It is love for the fallen world that causes the Father to 
send His Son upon His mission ( John 3:16; 1 John 
4:10). And the Son willingly goes to the cross because 
He loves the sinners He came to save (John 13:1; 
15:13; Gal. 2:20). 

 

The Prophet Who Keeps The Law 

Like those prophets who served God in Old 
Testament times (Zech. 1:6), Jesus is anointed 
by the Spirit of God to proclaim the Word of 
God (Luke 4:18–19).  

He preaches the Gospel of God’s dawning Rule, calling 
listeners to repentance and faith (Matt. 4:17, 23). With 
equal authority He expounds the Law of God, requir- ing 
of His followers personal holiness and social righteousness 
(Matt. 5:1–7, 29; 19:16–21. He foretells events both near 
and distant (Matt. 24:1–51). 

Jesus is the Prophet foretold by Moses 
(Deut. 18:15; Acts 3:22). Like Moses, He expounds the Law 

of God from a mountain (Matt. 5–7). He solemnly declares that “until Heaven 
and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished” (Matt. 5:18). This text has in view the Law as expounded both 

by Moses and by Jesus the New Moses. Jesus’ interpretation 



of the Law perfectly accords with the 
progress of God’s saving purpose in history 
(Matt. 11:12–13). 
Jesus promises that in the coming kingdom, God will honor those who honor 
His Law (Matt. 5:19b). Yet Jesus alone perfectly does so. The crowds were 
astonished at Jesus’ teaching because He spoke with great authority (Matt 
7:28–29). One reason for this authority is that what Jesus teaches others, He 

Himself does. Unlike those Old Testament persons 
who prefigure Him (for example, Moses, David, 
Solomon and Jonah), Jesus is consistently 
faithful to the Father’s will. Unlike the nation’s 
leaders (Matt. 23:3), He practices what He 
preaches. He loves the God He commands His 
followers to love (Matt. 11:27; 22:37), and He 
commands His disciples to love each other as 
He has loved them (John 13:34).  

Not only does He declare people’s sins forgiven, He 
chooses intimate fellowship with some of society’s 
worst sinners (Matt 9:1–13; 11:19; Luke 19:1–10).  

Even the woes upon the scribes and Pharisees (Matt. 
23) show His love for His enemies (Matt. 5:44).  



Before	appointing	others	to	be	
missionaries,	He	has	been	one	Himself.	

Jesus embodies all the qualities He 
celebrates in the Beatitudes of Matthew 5:3–10.  

He is poor in spirit: assailed by fierce and unrelenting evil; He trusts in God 
the Father for protection and power. He mourns — not over personal sins (for 
He has none), but over others’ hardness of heart, stubbornness of will, and 
bondage to sin. He identifies Himself as meek (Matt. 11:29; 21:5); God’s 
Servant is not quarrelsome, and He deals gently with the weak (Matt. 12:19–
20). When assailed, He does not retaliate or threaten vengeance (Isa. 53:7; 1 
Peter 2:23). Unlike fallen creatures who, appalled by their iniquity, crave to 
grow in holiness, Jesus hungers and thirsts for righteousness as one whose 
mission is to establish God’s holy and just rule (Matt. 12:18, 20). Throughout 
His ministry He is merciful to the helpless and needy. He, the Servant whose 
singular purpose is to know and to do the Father’s will, is pure in heart. In 

Him, faithful Israel is reduced to one person (Isa. 49:3; 50:5–8). As the one 
who supplants Satan’s tyranny with God’s benevolent 
rule, He atones for His people’s sins and reconciles them 
to God; He is the peacemaker (Isa. 9:6–7; 49:5–6; Eph. 
2:14–17).  As His life progresses, He is increasingly persecuted for the sake 
of righteousness. Matthew 5:10 is especially applicable to Jesus, for He is the 
uniquely righteous One (Matt. 27:19; Acts 3:14; 1 Peter 3:18). 

 

The Priest Who Gives His Life 

Even as a child, Jesus was found serving His Father in the temple (Luke 2:46–
49). Throughout His life He faithfully taught the people on a host of subjects 



— a responsibility of priests in the Old Testament (2 Chron. 17:7–9; Neh. 8:7–

9). Like the high priest “appointed to act on 
behalf of men in relation to God” (Heb. 5:1), 
Jesus offered prayers for others (Matt. 14:19; 
26:26–27; Luke 22:31–32; John 17:1–26). He 
chose to teach and heal in the temple (Matt. 
21:14–17; 21:23–23:39; 26:55). Shortly before His death, 

He, who was not a descendant of Levi but of Judah (Matt. 1:1–2), showed 
Himself to be Lord of the temple and Judge of its illicit practices (21:12–13). 

In that same capacity, He prophesied that the temple 
would be destroyed (24:1–2, 15–21) and replaced by a 
temple of living stones (John 2:21; Eph. 2:18–22). 

However, in some respects, Jesus’ priesthood is 
vastly different from that of Aaron and his 
successors. He does not merely assist sinful 
human beings in securing forgiveness from 
God; He himself forgives sins (Matt. 9:1–8).     

The Jewish high priest had to “offer sacrifice for his own sins 
just as he does for those of the people”;  

Jesus, the sinless one, addressed the sins of others 
exclusively  (Heb. 5:3; 7:26–28; 4:14–16). Moreover, He 
saves His people from their sins, not by slaying goats, 
calves and lambs, but by sacrificing Himself and 



pouring out His own blood (Matt. 1:21; 20:28; 26:26–
28). 

Jesus “humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a cross” 
(Phil. 2:8).  

From	the	time	of	His	birth,				
the	Cross	was	in	view.	

 

“He will save His people 
from their sins,”                                                        

said the angel concerning the child that Mary would bear (Matt. 1:21). 
 

The Bridegroom would be snatched away from the wedding guests, said 
Jesus early in His ministry, (Matt. 9:15). At His transfiguration, the Father said, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matt. 
17:5). 

“God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem 
those who were under the law,” wrote Paul in Galatians 4:4. The Son of God 
willingly became a man (“born of a woman”) so that He could die as the 
God-Man.  



He submitted to God’s commands (“born 
under the law”) to offer perfect obedience 

where Adam had failed (Rom. 5:17), and thus 
He merited eternal life for a sinful people. 

Moreover, He purchased freedom for a people who stood condemned 
because of their solidarity with Adam (“to redeem those who were under the 
law”) (Rom. 5:18–19; 1 Cor. 15:21–22). 

The	Cross	marks	the	supreme	exercise	of	Jesus’	
own	will,	of	His	active	obedience.	“No	one	takes	
[my	life]	from	me,	but	I	lay	it	down	of	my	own	
accord”	(John	10:18).	Jesus	“was	obedient	to	
the	point	of	death”	(Phil.	2:8);	“by	one	act	of	
righteousness,”	by	“one	man’s	obedience”	in	
His	death,	“many	will	be	made	righteous”	

(Rom.	5:18–19).	
 

The Cross also marks the supreme 
exercise of Jesus’ passive obedience, 
of His submission to His Father’s will. In 

Gethsemane He prayed: “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will” (Matt. 26:39). In his Manual of 
Christian Doctrine, Louis Berkhof rightly says that Jesus’ active and passive 



obedience may be distinguished but must never be separated. In both cases, 
Jesus is obedient. 

The Father raised His obedient Son from the dead, bestowed on Him the 
highest honors and granted Him universal authority (Phil. 2:8–11; Matt. 
28:18–20).  

This great High Priest, “holy, innocent, 
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted 
above the heavens ... is able to save to the 
uttermost those who draw near to God through 
him, since He always lives to make intercession 
for them” (Heb. 7:24–26). 

 
 
 
 

◄ 1254. diakóluó ► 
Strong's Concordance 
diakóluó: to hinder 
Original Word: διακωλύω 
Part of Speech: Verb 
Transliteration: diakóluó 
Phonetic Spelling: (dee-ak-o-loo'-o) 
Definition: to hinder 
Usage: I obstinately prevent, hinder. 
NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
from dia and kóluó 
Definition 
to hinder 
NASB Translation 
prevent (1). 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
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STRONGS NT 1254: διακωλύω 
 
διακωλύω: imperfect διεκωλυον; (διά in this compound does not denote effort as is 
commonly said, but separation, Latindis, cf. German verhindern, Latinprohibere; cf. διακλειω, 
to separate by shutting, shut out; cf. Winers De verb. comp. etc. Part v., p. 17f); to hinder, 
prevent: τινα, Matthew 3:14 (on the tense cf. Winers Grammar, § 40, 3 c.; Buttmann, 205 
(178)). (From Sophocles and Thucydides down.) 
 
 
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
forbid. 

From dia and koluo; to hinder altogether, i.e. Utterly prohibit -- forbid. 

see GREEK dia 

see GREEK koluo 
 
 
 
 
 

◄ 611. apokrinomai ► 
Strong's Concordance 
apokrinomai: to answer 
Original Word: ἀποκρίνοµαι 
Part of Speech: Verb 
Transliteration: apokrinomai 
Phonetic Spelling: (ap-ok-ree'-nom-ahee) 
Definition: to answer 
Usage: I answer, reply, take up the conversation. 
NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
from apo and krinó 
Definition 
to answer 
NASB Translation 
answer (20), answered (169), answered answered (1), answering (8), answers (1), made...answer 
(1), replied (2), reply (1), respond (1), responded (2), response (1), said (1). 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 611: ἀποκρίνω 
 
ἀποκρίνω: (passive, 1 aorist ἀπεκρίθην; 1 future ἀποκριθήσοµαι); i. to part, 
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separate; passive to be parted, separated (1 aorist ἀπεκρίθην was separated, Homer, Iliad 
5:12; Thucydides 2, 49; (4, 72); Theoph. de caus. plant. 6, 14, 10; (other examples in Veitch, 
under the word)). ii. to give sentence against one, decide that he has lost; hence, middle 
(present ἀποκρίνοµαι; 1 aorist 3 person singular ἀπεκρίνατο); (to give forth a decision 
from myself (Winers Grammar, 253 (238))), to give answer, to reply; so 
from Thucydides down (and even in Herodotus 5, 49 (Gaisf.); 8, 101 (Gaisf., Bekker), who 
generally uses ὑποκρίνοµαι). But the earlier and more elegant Greek writings do not give this 
sense to the passive tenses ἀπεκρίθην, ἀποκριθήσοµαι. "The example adduced 
from Plato, Alcib. Secund., p. 149 b. (cf. Stallb., p. 388) is justly discredited by Sturz, De dial. 
Alex., p. 148, since it is without parallel, the author of the dialogue is uncertain, and, moreover, 
the common form is sometimes introduced by copyists." Lobeck ad Phryn., p. 108; (cf. 
Rutherford, New Phryn., p. 186f; Veitch, under the word; Winers Grammar, 23 (22)). But 
from Polybius down ἀποκριθῆναι and ἀποκρίνασθαι are used indiscriminately, and in 
the Bible the passive forms are by far the more common. In the N. T. the aorist 
middle ἀπεκρίνατο is found only in Matthew 27:12; Mark 14:61; Luke 3:16; Luke 23:9; John 
5:17, 19; John 12:23 (R G L Tr marginal reading); Acts 3:12; in the great majority of 
places ἀπεκρίθη is used; cf. Winers Grammar, § 39, 2; (Buttmann, 51 (44)). 

1. to give an answer to a question proposed, to answer; 

a. simply: καλῶς, Mark 12:28; νουνεχῶς, 34; ὀρθῶς, Luke 10:28; πρός τί, Matthew 
27:14. 

b. with the accusative: λόγον, Matthew 22:46; οὐδέν, Matthew 27:12; Mark 14:61; Mark 
15:4f. 

c. with the dative etc.: ἑνί ἑκάστῳ, Colossians 4:6; together with the words which the 
answerer uses, John 5:7, 11; John 6:7, 68, etc.; the dative omitted: John 7:46; John 8:19, 49, 
etc. πρός τινα, Acts 25:16. joined with φάναι, or λέγειν, or εἰπεῖν, in the form of a 
participle, as ἀποκριθείς εἶπε or ἔφη or λέγει: Matthew 4:4; Matthew 8:8; Matthew 
15:13; Luke 9:19; Luke 13:2; Mark 10:3, etc.; or ἀπεκρίθη λέγων: Matthew 25:9, 37, 
44; Luke 4:4 (R G L); (R G Tr marginal reading brackets); John 1:26; John 10:33 (Rec.); . But 
John far more frequently says ἀπεκρίθη καί εἶπε: John 1:48 (); (R G), , etc. 

d. followed by the infinitive: Luke 20:7; followed by the accusative with infinitive: Acts 25:4; 
followed by ὅτι: Acts 25:16. 

2. In imitation of the Hebrew ָהנָע  (Gesenius, Thesaurus ii., p. 1047) to begin to speak, but 
always where something has preceded (either said or done) to which the remarks refer (Winer's 
Grammar, 19): Matthew 11:25; Matthew 12:38; Matthew 15:15; Matthew 17:4; Matthew 
22:1; Matthew 28:5; Mark 9:5 ( T Tr WH); ; Luke 14:3; John 2:18; John 5:17; Acts 
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3:12; Revelation 7:13. (the Sept. (Deuteronomy 26:5); Isaiah 14:10; Zechariah 1:10; Zechariah 
3:4, etc.; 1 Macc. 2:17 1 Macc. 8:19; 2 Macc. 15:14.) (Compare: ἀνταποκρίνοµαι.) 
 
 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
answer. 

From apo and krino; to conclude for oneself, i.e. (by implication) to respond; by Hebraism 
(compare anah) to begin to speak (where an address is expected) -- answer. 

see GREEK apo 

see HEBREW anah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

◄ 4241. prepó ► 
Strong's Concordance 
prepó: to be fitting, proper, suitable 
Original Word: πρέπω 
Part of Speech: Verb 
Transliteration: prepó 
Phonetic Spelling: (prep'-o) 
Definition: to be fitting, proper, suitable 
Usage: it becomes, is fitting to, is right. 
HELPS Word-studies 

4241 prépō (a primitive verb meaning "tower up," "be conspicuous," so Strong's 
Dictionary) – properly, stand out, be conspicuous, especially in a way that 
is suitable ("fitting"). 

4241 (prepō) refers to acting appropriately in a particular situation, i.e. as it is seemly to 
God and therefore "'conspicuous amongst others; 
hence eminent, distinguished. . . seemly fit'" (Vine, Unger, White, NT, 55). 

[This is also the meaning of this term in Homer, Odyssey 8:172.] 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
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Word Origin 
a prim. verb 
Definition 
to be fitting, proper, suitable 
NASB Translation 
fitting (4), proper (3). 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 4241: πρέπω 
 
πρέπω; imperfect 3 person singular ἔπρεπε; 

1. to stand out, to be conspicuous, to be eminent; so from Homer, Iliad 12, 104 down. 

2. to be becoming, seemly, 
fit (from Pindar, Aeschylus, Herodotus down): πρέπει τίνι with a subject 
nominative, Hebrews 7:26 (Psalm 32:1 (); ὁ or ἅ πρέπει, which becometh, befitteth, 1 
Timothy 2:10; Titus 2:1; impersonally, καθώς πρέπει τίνι, Ephesians 
5:3; πρέπον ἐστιν followed by the infinitive, Matthew 3:15; Hebrews 2:10; followed by 
an accusative with the infinitive 1 Corinthians 11:13. On its construction cf. 
Alexander Buttmann (1873) § 142, 2. 
 
 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
comely. 

Apparently a primary verb; to tower up (be conspicuous), i.e. (by implication) to be 
suitable or proper (third person singular present indicative, often used impersonally, it is 
fit or right) -- become, comely. 

Englishman's Concordance 
Matthew 3:15 V-PPA-NNS 
GRK: οὕτως γὰρ πρέπον ἐστὶν ἡµῖν 
NAS: for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill 
KJV: for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
INT: thus indeed fitting it is to us 

1 Corinthians 11:13 V-PPA-NNS 
GRK: αὐτοῖς κρίνατε πρέπον ἐστὶν γυναῖκα 
NAS: for yourselves: is it proper for a woman 
KJV: is it comely that a woman 
INT: yourselves judge becoming is it for a woman 
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Ephesians 5:3 V-PIA-3S 
GRK: ὑµῖν καθὼς πρέπει ἁγίοις 
NAS: among you, as is proper among saints; 
KJV: you, as becometh saints; 
INT: you even as is proper to saints 

1 Timothy 2:10 V-PIA-3S 
GRK: ἀλλ' ὃ πρέπει γυναιξὶν ἐπαγγελλοµέναις 
NAS: works, as is proper for women 
KJV: But (which becometh women professing 
INT: but what is becoming to women professing 

Titus 2:1 V-PIA-3S 
GRK: λάλει ἃ πρέπει τῇ ὑγιαινούσῃ 
NAS: the things which are fitting for sound 
KJV: the things which become sound 
INT: speak the things that become sound 

Hebrews 2:10 V-IIA-3S 
GRK: Ἔπρεπεν γὰρ αὐτῷ 
NAS: For it was fitting for Him, for whom 
KJV: For it became him, for 
INT: it was fitting indeed to him 

Hebrews 7:26 V-IIA-3S 
GRK: ἡµῖν καὶ ἔπρεπεν ἀρχιερεύς ὅσιος 
NAS: For it was fitting for us to have such 
KJV: an high priest became us, 
INT: us indeed became a high priest holy 

Strong's Greek 4241 
7 Occurrences 

 

 

◄ 1473. egó ► 
Strong's Concordance 
egó: I (only expressed when emphatic) 
Original Word: ἐγώ 
Part of Speech: Personal Pronoun 
Transliteration: egó 
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Phonetic Spelling: (eg-o') 
Definition: I (only expressed when empha9c) 
Usage: I, the first-person pronoun. 
NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
a prim. pronoun of the first pers. 
Definition 
I (only expressed when empha9c) 
NASB Translation 
have (2), mine (10), mine* (1), myself (11), number (1), ours (8), ourselves (4), part (2), say (1). 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 1473: ἐγώ 
 
ἐγώ, geni9ve ἐµοῦ, encli9c µου; da9ve ἐµοί, encli9c µοι; accusa9ve ἐµέ, encli9c µε; 
plural ἡµεῖς, etc.; personal pronoun, 

I. 

1. The nominatives ἐγώ and ἡµεῖς, when joined to a verb, generally have force and emphasis, 
or indicate antithesis, as Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16 (ἐγώ µέν ... ὁ δέ); Matthew 
3:14 (ἐγώ ... ἔχω, καί σύ); , and often; ἡµεῖς, contrasted with God, Matthew 
6:12; ἡµεῖς καί οἱ Φαρισαῖοι, Matthew 9:14; cf. Winer's Grammar, § 22, 6. But sometimes 
they are used where there is no emphasis or antithesis in them, as Matthew 10:16; John 10:17; 
and in many editions in Mark 1:2; Luke 7:27; cf. Buttmann, § 129, 12. ἰδού ἐγώ, ִינִנֵּה , behold 
me, here am I: Acts 9:10 (1 Samuel 3:8). ἐγώ, like ֲינִא , I am: John 1:23; Acts 7:32 (cf. Winers 
Grammar, 585 (544); Buttmann, 125 (109)). 

2. The enclitic (and monosyllabic) genitive, dative, and accusative are connected with nouns, 
verbs, adverbs, but not with prepositions: ἔµπροσθεν µου, John 
1:15; ὀπίσω µου, Matthew 3:11; ἰσχυρότερός µου, ibid.; τίς µου ἥψατο, Mark 
5:31; λέγει µοι, Revelation 5:5; ἀρνήσηταί µε, Matthew 10:33; Luke 12:9 (on the accent 
in these expressions cf. Winers Grammar, § 6, 3; (Lipsius, Gram. Untersuch., p. 59ff; Lob. Path. 
Elementa ii., p. 323f; Tdf. N. T. edition 7, Proleg., p. 61f; edition 8, p. 104)); 
but δἰ ἐµοῦ, κατ' ἐµοῦ, πρό ἐµοῦ, etc., ἐν ἐµοί, περί, δἰ, ἐπ', κατ', εἰς ἐµέ. The only 
exception is πρός, to which the enclitic µε is generally joined, Matthew 25:36; Mark 9:19, and 
very often; very rarely πρός ἐµέ, John 6:37{a}, and according to L T Tr WH in Acts 22:8, 
13; Acts 24:19; (also Acts 23:22 T Tr WH; John 6:35 and 45 T Tr text WH; Luke 
1:43 T WH; Matthew 19:14; John 6:37{b},65, Tdf.; John 6:44 Tr text WH marginal reading; 1 
Corinthians 16:11 L Tr; but πρός µε, Matthew 3:14 Tdf. and Matthew 11:28 Griesbach; 
cf. Lipsius as above, p. 61 note). Moreover, the full forms ἐµοῦ, ἐµοί, ἐµέ are used in case of 
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emphasis or antithesis; thus, ἐµοῦ, Luke 10:16; ἐµοί, John 7:23; John 10:38, etc.; ἐµέ, Mark 
14:7; John 7:7, etc. 

3. As in classic Greek, µου and ἡµῶν are very often used for the possessive 
pronouns ἐµός and ἡµέτερος (Buttmann, § 127, 21); and when so used, 

a. they are generally placed after their substantives, as ὁ οἶκος µου, ἡ ζωή ἡµῶν, etc. — 
the fuller form ἐµοῦ only for the sake of distinction or antithesis (cf. Buttmann, § 127, 22), 
as µητέρα αὐτοῦ καί ἐµοῦ, Romans 16:13; πίστεως ὑµῶν τέ καί ἐµοῦ, Romans 
1:12. 

b. But they are sometimes placed before substantives, even which have the article, when no 
emphasis resides in the pronoun or antithesis is involved in its use (Winers Grammar, § 22, 7 N. 
1; Buttmann, as above): µου τούς λόγους, Matthew 7:24, 26; even before 
prepositions, µου ὑπό τήν στέγην, Matthew 8:8; less frequently ἡµῶν, 
as ἡµῶν τήν πόλιν, Acts 16:20; it is prefixed for emphasis 
in ἡµῶν τό πολίτευµα, Philippians 3:20, cf. Winers Grammar, as above; Rost § 99, 4, p. 
452ff 7th edition adduces a multitude of examples from Greek authors; (cf. Krüger, § 47, 9, 12 
who states the rule as follows: when joined to a substantive having the article the reflexive 
genitive, with αὐτοῦipsius, and ἀλλήλων, requires the attributive position, the personal 
genitive, and αὐτοῦejus, the partitive position). 

4. τί ἐµοί (ἡµῖν) καί σοι (ὑµῖν); what have I (we) to do with thee (you)? (cf. Buttmann, 
138 (121); Winer's Grammar, 211 (198); 585 (544)): Matthew 8:29; Mark 1:24; Mark 5:7; Luke 
8:28; John 2:4; Heb. ַילִּ־המ ךלָוָ  , Judges 11:12; 2 Kings 3:13; 2 Samuel 16:10; 2 Chronicles 
35:21; 1 Esdr. 1:24; also in classic Greek; cf. Aulus Gellius n. a. 1, 2; Epictetus diss. 2, 9, 
16; τί ἡµῖν καί αὐτῷ, ibid. 1, 1, 16; τί ἐµοί καί αὐτοῖς, ibid. 1, 27, 13; 22, 
15. τί γάρ µοι, what does it concern me? what have I to do etc.: 1 Corinthians 5:12; cf. Bos, 
Ellipses Graec., p. 599, Schaefer edition; Bernhardy (1829), p. 98; Krüger, § 48, 3, 9; Kühner, 
2:364f; (Buttmann, as above, also 394 (337); Winers Grammar, 586 (545)). 
 
 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
I, me. 

A primary pronoun of the first person I (only expressed when emphatic) -- I, me. For the other 
cases and the plural see eme, emoi, emou, hemas, hemeis, hemin, hemon, etc. 

see GREEK eme 
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see GREEK emoi 

see GREEK emou 

see GREEK hemas 

see GREEK hemeis 

see GREEK hemin 

see GREEK hemon 

 
 
 

◄ 4137. pléroó ► 
Strong's Concordance 
pléroó: to make full, to complete 
Original Word: πληρόω 
Part of Speech: Verb 
Transliteration: pléroó 
Phonetic Spelling: (play-ro'-o) 
Definition: to make full, to complete 
Usage: I fill, fulfill, complete. 
 
HELPS Word-studies 

Cognate: 4137 plēróō (from plērēs, "be full," see 4130 /plḗthō) – properly, fill to individual 
capacity, i.e. to the extent it is "meet" (appropriate). See 4130 (plēthō). 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
from plérés 
Definition 
to make full, to complete 
NASB Translation 
accomplish (1), accomplished (1), amply supplied (1), approaching (1), complete (1), completed 
(3), completing (1), elapsed (1), fill (3), filled (16), fills (1), finished (1), fulfill (20), fulfilled 
(20), fully carry (1), fully come (1), fully preached (1), increasing (1), made complete (2), made 
full (5), make...full (1), make...complete (1), passed (2), supply (1). 
 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 4137: πληρόω 
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πληρόω πληρῶ (infinitive πληροῦν Luke 9:31, see WH's Appendix, p. 166); imperfect 3 
person singular ἐπλήρου; future πληρώσω; 1 aorist ἐπλήρωσα; perfect πεπλήρωκα; 
passive, present πληροῦµαι; imperfect ἐπληρουµην; perfect πεπλήρωµαι; 1 
aorist ἐπληρώθην; 1 future πληρωθήσοµαι; future 
middle πληρώσοµαι (once, Revelation 6:11 Rec.); (from ΠΛηΡΟΣ equivalent 
to πλήρης); from Aeschylus and Herodotus down; the Sept. for ָאלֵמ ; 

1. to make full, to fill, to fill up: τήν σαγηνην, passive, Matthew 13:48; equivalent to "to fill 
to the full, πᾶσαν χρείαν, Philippians 4:19; to cause to abound, to furnish or supply 
liberally: πεπλήρωµαι, I abound, I am liberally supplied, namely, with what is necessary 
for subsistence, Philippians 4:18; Hebraistically, with the accusative of the thing in which one 
abounds (cf. Buttmann, § 134, 7; Winer's Grammar, § 32, 5): of spiritual possessions, Philippians 
1:11 (where Rec. has καρπῶν); Colossians 1:9, 
(ἐνέπλησα αὐτόν πνεῦµα σοφίας, Exodus 31:3; Exodus 35:31); equivalent to to 
flood, ἡ οἰκία ἐπληρώθη (Tr marginal reading ἐπλήσθη) ἐκ τῆς ὀσµῆς, John 
12:3 (see ἐκ, II. 5); ἦχος ἐπλήρωσε τόν οἶκον, Acts 2:2; with a genitive of the 
thing, τήν Ἱερουσαλήµ τῆς διδαχῆς, Acts 5:28 (Libanius, epistles 721 πάσας — i. 
e. πόλεις — ἐνέπλησας τῶν ὑπέρ ἡµῶν λόγων; Justin, hist. 11, 7 Phrygiam 
religionibus implevit); τινα, equivalent to to fill, diffuse throughout one's soul: with a genitive 
of the thing, Luke 2:40 R G L text T Tr marginal reading (see below); Acts 2:28; passive, Acts 
13:52; Romans 15:13 (where L marginal reading πληροφορέω, which see in c.), 14; 2 
Timothy 1:4; with a dative of the thing (cf. Winer's Grammar, § 31, 7), passive (Luke 
2:40 L marginal reading Tr text WH); Romans 1:29; 2 Corinthians 7:4; followed by ἐν with a 
dative of the instrument: ἐν πνεύµατι, Ephesians 5:18; ἐν παντί θελήµατι Θεοῦ, with 
everything which God wills (used of those who will nothing but what God wills), Colossians 
4:12 R G (but see πληροφορέω, c.); πληροῦν τήν καρδίαν τίνος, to pervade, take 
possession of, one's heart, John 16:6; Acts 5:3; Christians are said πληροῦσθαι, simply, as 
those who are pervaded (i. e. richly furnished) with the power and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit: ἐν αὐτῷ, rooted as it were in Christ, i. e. by virtue of the intimate relationship entered 
into with him, Colossians 2:10 (cf. ἐν, I. 6 
b.); εἰς πᾶν τό πλήρωµα τοῦ Θεοῦ (see πλήρωµα, 1), Ephesians 
3:19 (not WH marginal reading); Christ, exalted to share in the divine administration, is 
said πληροῦν τά πάντα, to fill (pervade) the universe with his presence, power, 
activity, Ephesians 4:10; also πληροῦσθαι (middle for himself, i. e. to execute his counsels 
(cf. Winers Grammar, 258 (242); Buttmann, § 134, 7)) τά πάντα ἐν πᾶσιν, all things in all 
places, Ephesians 
1:23 (µή οὐχί τόν οὐρανόν καί τήν γῆν ἐγώ πληρῶ, λέγει κύριος, Jeremiah 
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23:24; Grimm, Exeget. Hdbch. on Wis. 1:7, p. 55, cites examples from Philo and others; 
((but ἐν πᾶσιν here is variously understood; see πᾶς, II. 2 b. δ. αα. and the commentaries))). 

2. to render full, i. e. to complete; 

a. properly, to fill up to the top: πᾶσαν φάραγγα, Luke 3:5; so that nothing shall be lacking 
to full measure, fill to the brim, µέτρον (which see, 1 a.), Matthew 23:32. 

b. to perfect, consummate; α. a number: ἕως πληρωθῶσι καί οἱ σύνδουλοι, until the 
number of their comrades also shall have been made complete, Revelation 6:11 L WH text,cf. 
Düsterdieck at the passage (see γ. below). by a Hebraism (see πίµπληµι, at the end) time is 
said πληροῦσθαι, πεπληρωµένος, either when a period of time that was to elapse has 
passed, or when a definite time is at hand: Mark 1:15; Luke 21:24; John 7:8; Acts 7:23, 30; Acts 
9:23; Acts 24:27 (Genesis 25:24; Genesis 29:21; Leviticus 8:33; Leviticus 12:4; Leviticus 
25:30; Numbers 6:5; Josephus, Antiquities 4, 4, 6; 6, 4, 
1; πληροῦν τόν τέλεον ἐνιαυτόν, Plato, Tim., p. 39d.; τούς χρόνους, legg. 9, p. 
866a.). β. to make complete in every particular; to render 
perfect: πᾶσαν εὐδοκίαν κ.τ.λ. 2 Thessalonians 1:11; τήν χαράν, Philippians 2:2; 
passive, John 3:29; John 15:11; John 16:24; John 17:13; 1 John 1:4; 2 John 1:12; τά ἔργα, 
passive, Revelation 3:2; τήν ὑπακοήν, to cause all to obey, passive, 2 Corinthians 
10:6; τό πάσχα, Luke 22:16 (Jesus speaks here allegorically: until perfect deliverance and 
blessedness be celebrated in the heavenly state). γ. to carry through to the end, to accomplish, 
carry out, (some undertaking): πάντα τά ῤήµατα, Luke 7:1; τήν διακονίαν, Acts 
12:25; Colossians 4:17; τό ἔργον, Acts 14:26; τόν δρόµον, Acts 13:25; 
namely, τόν δρόµον, Revelation 6:11 according to the 
reading πληρωσωσι (G T Tr WH marginal reading) or πληρωσονται (Rec.) (see α. 
above); ὡς ἐπληρώθη ταῦτα, when these things were ended, Acts 19:21. Here belongs 
also πληροῦν τό εὐαγγέλιον, to cause to be everywhere known, acknowledged, embraced 
(A. V. I have fully preached), Romans 15:19; in the same 
sense τόν λόγον τοῦ Θεοῦ, Colossians 1:25. 

c. to carry into effect, bring to realization, realize; α. of 
matters of duty, to perform, execute: τόν νόµον, Romans 
13:8; Galatians 5:14; τό δικαίωµα τοῦ νόµου, 
passive, ἐν ἡµῖν, among us, Romans 
8:4; πᾶσαν δικαιοσύνην, Matthew 3:15 (εὐσέβειαν, 4 

https://biblehub.com/interlinear/jeremiah/23-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/3-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/23-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/revelation/6-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/mark/1-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/21-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/john/7-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/7-23.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/9-23.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/9-23.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/24-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/genesis/25-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/genesis/29-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/leviticus/8-33.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/leviticus/12-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/leviticus/25-30.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/leviticus/25-30.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/numbers/6-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_thessalonians/1-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/philippians/2-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/john/3-29.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/john/15-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/john/16-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/john/17-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_john/1-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_john/1-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/revelation/3-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/10-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/10-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/22-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/luke/7-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/12-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/12-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/colossians/4-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/14-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/13-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/revelation/6-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/19-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/15-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/colossians/1-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/13-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/13-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/galatians/5-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/8-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/8-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/3-15.htm


Macc. 12:15); τήν ἔξοδον (as something appointed and 
prescribed by God), Luke 9:31. β. of sayings, promises, 
prophecies, to bring to pass, ratify, accomplish; so in the 
phrases ἵνα or ὅπως πληρωθῇ ἡ γραφή, τό ῤηθέν, etc. (el. 
Knapp, Seripta var. Arg., p. 533f): Matthew 1:22; Matthew 2:15, 
17, 23; Matthew 4:14; Matthew 8:17; Matthew 12:17; Matthew 
13:35; Matthew 21:4; Matthew 26:54, 56; Matthew 27:9, 
35 Rec.; Mark 14:49; Mark 15:28 (which verse G T WH omits; 
but Tr brackets it); Luke 1:20; Luke 4:21; Luke 
21:22 Rec.; ; John 12:38; John 13:18; John 15:25; John 
17:12; John 18:9, 32; John 19:24, 36; Acts 1:16; Acts 3:18; Acts 
13:27; James 2:23 (1 Kings 2:27; 2 Chronicles 36:22). γ. 
universally and absolutely, to fulfil, i. e. "to cause God's will (as 
made known in the law) to be obeyed as it should be, and God's 
promises (given through the prophets) to receive 
fulfilment": Matthew 5:17; cf. Weiss, Das Matthäusevang. as 
above with, p. 146f 
(Compare: ἀναπληρόω, ἀνταναπληρόω, προσαναπληρό
ω, ἐκπληρόω, συµπληρόω.) 
 
 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
accomplish, complete, fulfill 

From pleres; to make replete, i.e. (literally) to cram (a net), level up (a hollow), or (figuratively) 
to furnish (or imbue, diffuse, influence), satisfy, execute (an office), finish (a period or task), 
verify (or coincide with a prediction), etc. -- accomplish, X after, (be) complete, end, expire, fill 
(up), fulfil, (be, make) full (come), fully preach, perfect, supply. 

see GREEK pleres 
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ALL 
◄ 3956. pas ► 

Strong's Concordance 
pas: all, every 
Original Word: πᾶς, πᾶσα, πᾶν 
Part of Speech: Adjective 
Transliteration: pas 
Phonetic Spelling: (pas) 
Definition: all, every 
Usage: all, the whole, every kind of. 
 
HELPS Word-studies 

3956 pás – each, every; each "part(s) of a totality" (L & N, 1, 
59.24). 

3956 /pás ("each, every") means "all" in the sense of "each 
(every) part that applies." The emphasis of the total picture then is on "one piece at a 
time." 365 (ananeóō) then focuses on the part(s) making up the whole – viewing the whole in 
terms of the individual parts. 

[When 3956 (pás) modifies a word with the definite article it has 
"extensive-intensive" force – and is straightforward intensive when the Greek 
definite article is lacking.] 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
a prim. word 
Definition 
all, every 
NASB Translation 
all (731), all the things (7), all...things (1), all kinds (1), all men (14), all people (4), all respects 
(3), all things (126), all* (1), always* (3), any (16), any at all (1), anyone (3), anything (3), 
anything* (1), continually* (6), entire (4), every (128), every form (1), every kind (9), every 
respect (1), every way (2), everyone (71), everyone's (1), everyone* (1), everything (45), 
forever* (1), full (2), great (2), no* (15), none* (1), nothing (1), nothing* (1), one (4), perfectly 
(1), quite (1), whatever (3), whatever* (1), whoever (7), whole (18). 
 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
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STRONGS NT 3956: πᾶς 
 
πᾶς, πᾶσα, πᾶν, genitive παντός, πάσης, παντός, (dative plural, 
Lachmann πᾶσι ten times, πασσιν seventy-two times; Tdf. πᾶσι five times (see Proleg., p. 
98f), πᾶσιν seventy-seven times; Treg. πᾶσιν eighty-two times; WH πᾶσι fourteen 
times, πᾶσιν sixty-eight times; see Nu, (ἐφελκυστικον)), 
Hebrew ֹּלכ  (from Homer down), all, every; it is used: 

I. adjectivally, and 

1. with anarthrous nouns; 

a. any, every one (namely, of the class denoted by the norm annexed to πᾶς); with the singular: 
as πᾶν δένδρον, Matthew 3:10; πᾶσα θυσία, Mark 9:49 (T WH Tr marginal reading 
omits; Tr text brackets the clause); add, Matthew 5:11; Matthew 15:13; Luke 4:37; John 
2:10; John 15:2; Acts 2:43; Acts 5:42; Romans 14:11; 1 Corinthians 4:17; Revelation 18:17, and 
very often; πᾶσα ψυχή ἀνθρώπου, Romans 2:9 (πᾶσα ἄνθρωπος ψυχή, Plato, 
Phaedr., p. 249 e.); πᾶσα συνείδησις ἀνθρώπων, 2 Corinthians 
4:2; πᾶς λεγόµενος Θεός, 2 Thessalonians 2:4; πᾶς ἅγιος ἐν Χριστῷ, Philippians 
4:21ff with the plural, all or any that are of the class indicated by the noun: 
as πάντες ἄνθρωποι, Acts 22:15; Romans 5:12, 18; Romans 12:17; 1 Corinthians 7:7; 1 
Corinthians 15:19; πάντες ἅγιοι, Romans 16:15; πάντες ἄγγελοι Θεοῦ, Hebrews 
1:6; πάντα (L T Tr WH τά) ἔθνη, Revelation 14:8; on the phrase πᾶσα σάρξ, see σάρξ, 
3. 

b. any and every, of every kind (A. V. often all manner 
of): πᾶσα νόσος καί µαλακία, Matthew 4:23; Matthew 9:35; Matthew 10:1; εὐλογία, 
blessings of every kind, Ephesians 1:3; so especially with nouns designating virtues or vices, 
emotions, character, condition, to indicate every mode in which such virtue, vice or emotion 
manifests itself, or any object whatever to which the idea expressed by the noun belongs: — 
thus, πᾶσα ἐλπίς, Acts 27:20; σοφία, Acts 7:22; Colossians 1:28; γνῶσις, Romans 
15:14; ἀδικία, ἀσέβεια, etc., Romans 1:18, 29; 2 Corinthians 10:6; Ephesians 4:19, 
31; Ephesians 5:3; σπουδή, 2 Corinthians 8:7; 2 Peter 1:5; ἐπιθυµία, Romans 
7:8; χαρά, Romans 15:13; αὐτάρκεια, 2 Corinthians 
9:8; ἐν παντί λόγῳ καί γνώσει, 1 Corinthians 
1:5; σοφία καί φρονήσει etc. Ephesians 
1:8; ἐν πάσῃ ἀγαθωσύνη καί δικαιοσύνη, καί ἀλήθεια, Ephesians 
5:9; αἰσθήσει, Philippians 1:9; ὑποµονή, θλῖψις, etc., 2 Corinthians 1:4; 2 Corinthians 
12:12; add, Colossians 1:9-11; Colossians 3:16; 2 Thessalonians 1:11; 2 Thessalonians 2:9; 1 
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Timothy 1:15; 1 Timothy 5:2; 1 Timothy 6:1; 2 Timothy 4:2; Titus 2:15 (on which 
see σπιταγη); ; James 1:21; 1 Peter 2:1; 1 Peter 5:10; πᾶσα δικαιοσύνη, i. 
e. ὁ ἄν ἤ δίκαιον, Matthew 3:15; πᾶν θέληµα τοῦ Θεοῦ, everything God 
wills, Colossians 4:12; πᾶσα ὑποταγῇ, obedience in all things, 1 Timothy 
2:11; πάσῃ συνειδήσει ἀγαθή, consciousness of rectitude in all things, Acts 23:1; — or it 
signifies the highest degree, the maximum, of the thing which the noun denotes (cf. Winer's 
Grammar, 110 (105f); Ellicott on Ephesians 1:8; Meyer on Philippians 1:20; Krüger, § 50, 11, 9 
and 10): as µετά πάσης παρρησίας, Acts 4:29; Acts 
28:31; µετά πάσης ταπεινοφροσύνης, Acts 20:19; προθυµίας, Acts 
17:11; χαρᾶς, Philippians 2:29, cf. James 1:2; ἐν πάσῃ ἀσφάλεια, Acts 
5:23; ἐν παντί φόβῳ, 1 Peter 2:18; πᾶσα ἐξουσία, Matthew 
28:18 (πᾶν κράτος, Sophocles Phil. 142). 

c. the whole (all, Latintotus): so before proper names of countries, cities, nations; 
as, πᾶσα Ἱεροσόλυµα, Matthew 2:3; πᾶς, Ἰσραήλ, Romans 11:26; before collective 
terms, as πᾶς οἶκος Ἰσραήλ, Acts 2:36; πᾶσα κτίσις (see κτίσις, 2 
b.); πᾶσα γραφή (nearly equivalent to the ὅσα προεγράφη in Romans 15:4), 2 Timothy 
3:16 (cf. Rothe, Zur Dogmatik, p. 181); πᾶσα γερουσία υἱῶν Ἰσραήλ, Exodus 
12:21; πᾶς ἵππος Φαραώ, Exodus 14:23; πᾶν δίκαιον ἔθνος, Additions to Esther 
1:9 [Esther 11:71:1f]; by a somewhat rare usage before other substantives also, as 
(πᾶν πρόσωπον τῆς γῆς, Acts 17:26 L T Tr WH); οἰκοδοµή, Ephesians 
2:21 G L T Tr WH, cf. Harless at the passage, p. 262 (others find no necessity here for resorting 
to this exceptional use, but render (with R. V.) each several building (cf. 
Meyer)); πᾶν τέµενος, 3Macc. 1:13 (where see 
Grimm); Παύλου ... ὅς ἐν πάσῃ ἐπιστολή µνηµονεύει ὑµῶν, Ignatius ad Eph. 12 
[ET] ((yet cf. Lightfoot)); cf. Passow, under the word πᾶς, 2; (Liddell and Scott, under the 
word, A. II.); Winers Grammar, § 18, 4; (Buttmann, § 127, 29); Krüger, § 50, 11, 8 to 11; 
Kühner, see 545f. 

2. with nouns which have the article, all the, the whole (see c. just above): — with the singular; 
as, πᾶσα ἡ ἀγέλη, the whole herd, Matthew 8:32; πᾶς ὁ ὄχλος, Matthew 
13:2; πᾶς ὁ κόσµος, Romans 3:19; Colossians 1:6; πᾶσα ἡ πόλις (i. e. all its 
inhabitants), Matthew 8:34; Matthew 21:10, etc.; πᾶσα ἡ Ἰουδαία, Matthew 3:5; 
add, Matthew 27:25; Mark 5:33; Luke 1:10; Acts 7:14; Acts 10:2; Acts 20:28; Acts 
22:5; Romans 4:16; Romans 9:17; 1 Corinthians 13:2 (πίστιν καί γνῶσιν in their whole 
compass and extent); Ephesians 4:16; Colossians 1:19; Colossians 2:9, 19; Philippians 
1:3; Hebrews 2:15; Revelation 5:6, etc.; the difference between πᾶσα ἡ θλῖψις (all) 
and πᾶσα θλῖψις (any) appears in 2 Corinthians 1:4. πᾶς ὁ λαός οὗτος, Luke 
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9:13; πᾶσαν τήν ὀφειλήν ἐκείνην, Matthew 18:32; πᾶς placed after the noun has the 
force of a predicate: τήν κρίσιν πᾶσαν δέδωκέ, the judgment he hath given 
wholly (cf. Winer's Grammar, 548 (510)), John 
5:22; τήν ἐξουσίαν ... πᾶσαν ποιεῖ, Revelation 13:12; it is placed between the article and 
noun (Buttmann, § 127, 29; Winer's Grammar, 549 (510)), as τόν πάντα χρόνον, i. 
e. always, Acts 20:18; add, Galatians 5:14; 1 Timothy 1:16 (here L T Tr WH ἅπας); — with a 
plural, all (the totality of the persons or things designated by the 
noun): πάντας τούς ἀρχιερεῖς, Matthew 2:4; add, Matthew 4:8; Matthew 11:13; Mark 
4:13; Mark 6:33; Luke 1:6, 48; Acts 10:12, 43; Romans 1:5; Romans 15:11; 1 Corinthians 
12:26; 1 Corinthians 15:25; 2 Corinthians 8:18, and very often; with a demonstrative pronoun 
added, Matthew 25:7; Luke 2:19, 51 (here T WH omit L Tr marginal reading brackets the 
pronoun); πάντες is placed after the noun: τάς πόλεις πάσας, the cities all (of them) 
(cf. Winer's Grammar, as above), Matthew 9:35: Acts 8:40; add, Matthew 10:30; Luke 
7:35 (here L Tr WH text πάντων τῶν etc.); Luke 12:7; Acts 8:40; Acts 16:26; Romans 
12:4; 1 Corinthians 7:17; 1 Corinthians 10:1; 1 Corinthians 13:2; 1 Corinthians 15:7; 1 
Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians 13:2, 12(13); Philippians 1:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:26; 2 
Timothy 4:21 (WH brackets πάντες); Revelation 8:3; οἱ πάντες followed by a noun, Acts 
19:7; Acts 27:37; τούς κατά τά ἔθνη πάντας Ἰουδαίους, Acts 
21:21 (here L omits; Tr brackets πάντας). 

II. without a substantive; 

1. masculine and feminine every one, any one: in the singular, without any addition, Mark 
9:49; Luke 16:16; Hebrews 2:9; followed by a relative pronoun, πᾶς ὅστις, Matthew 
7:24; Matthew 10:32; πᾶς ὅς, Matthew 19:29 (L T Tr WH ὅστις); Galatians 
3:10; πᾶς ὅς ἄν (ἐάν Tr WH), whosoever, Acts 2:21; πᾶς ἐξ ὑµῶν ὅς, Luke 14:33; with 
a participle which has not the article (Winer's Grammar, 111 (106)): παντός ἀκούοντος (if 
anyone heareth, whoever he is), Matthew 13:19; παντί ὀφείλοντι ἡµῖν, everyone 
owing (if he owe) us anything, unless ὀφείλοντι is to be taken substantively, every debtor of 
ours, Luke 11:4; with a participle which has the article and takes the place of a relative clause 
(Winer's Grammar, as above): πᾶς ὁ ὀργιζόµενος, everyone that is angry, Matthew 5:22; 
add, Matthew 7:8; Luke 6:47; John 3:8, 20; John 6:45; Acts 10:43; Acts 13:39; Romans 
1:16; Romans 2:10; Romans 12:3; 1 Corinthians 9:25; 1 Corinthians 16:16; Galatians 3:13; 1 
John 2:23; 1 John 3:3f, 6, etc. Plural, πάντες, without any addition, all men: Matthew 
10:22; Mark 13:13; Luke 20:38; Luke 21:17; John 1:7; John 3:31a (in 31b G T WH marginal 
reading omit the clause); ; Acts 17:25; Romans 10:12; 1 Corinthians 9:19; 2 Corinthians 
5:14(); Ephesians 3:9 (here T WH text omit; L brackets πάντας); of a certain definite 
whole: all (the people), Matthew 21:26; all (we who hold more liberal views), 1 Corinthians 
8:1; all (the members of the church), 1 Corinthians 8:7; by hyperbole equivalent to the great 
majority, the multitude, John 3:26; all (just before mentioned), Matthew 14:20; Matthew 
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22:27; Matthew 27:22; Mark 1:27 (here T Tr WH ἅπαντες); Mark 1:37; Mark 6:39, 42; 
( Lachmann); Luke 1:63; Luke 4:15; John 2:15, 24, and very often; (all (about to be 
mentioned), διά πάντων namely, τῶν ἁγίων (as is shown by the 
following καί κτλ.), Acts 9:32). οἱ πάντες, all taken together, all collectively (cf. Winer's 
Grammar, 116 (110)): of all men, Romans 11:32; of a certain definite whole, Philippians 2:21; 
with the 1 person plural of the verb, 1 Corinthians 10:17; Ephesians 4:13; with a definite 
number, in all (cf. Buttmann, § 127, 
29): ἦσαν δέ οἱ πάντες ἄνδρες ὡσεί δεκαδύο (or δώδεκα), Acts 
19:7; ἤµεθα αἱ ψυχαί διακόσιαι ἑβδοµήκοντα ἕξ, Acts 
27:37 (ἐπ' ἄνδρας τούς πάντας δύο, Judith 
4:7; ἐγένοντο οἱ πάντες ὡς τετρακόσιοι, Josephus, Antiquities 6, 12, 
3; τούς πάντας εἰς δυσχιλιους, id. 4, 7, 1; ὡς εἶναι τάς πάσας δέκα, Aelian v. h. 
12, 35; see other examples from Greek authors in Passow, under the word πᾶς, 5 b.; (Liddell 
and Scott, under the word, C.); relinquitur ergo, ut omnia tria genera sint causarum, Cicero, 
de invent. 1, 9); οἱ πάντες, all those I have spoken of, 1 Corinthians 9:22; 2 Corinthians 
5:14(15). πάντες ὅσοι, all as many as, Matthew 22:10; Luke 4:40 (here Tr marginal 
reading WH text ἅπαντες); John 10:8; Acts 5:36f; πάντες οἱ with a participle, all (they) 
that: Matthew 4:24; Mark 1:32; Luke 2:18, 38; Acts 2:44; Acts 4:16; Romans 1:7; Romans 
10:12; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 1:1; Ephesians 6:24; 1 Thessalonians 1:7; 2 
Thessalonians 1:10; Hebrews 3:16; 2 John 1:1; Revelation 13:8; Revelation 18:19, 24, and 
often. πάντες οἱ namely, ὄντες: Matthew 5:15; Luke 5:9; John 5:28; Acts 2:39; Acts 
5:17; Acts 16:32; Romans 9:6; 2 Timothy 1:15; 1 Peter 5:14, etc. πάντες with personal and 
demonst. pronouns (compare Winer's Grammar, 548 (510)): ἡµεῖς πάντες, John 
1:16; Romans 8:32; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Ephesians 2:3; πάντες ἡµεῖς, Acts 2:32; Acts 
10:33; Acts 26:14; Acts 28:2; Romans 4:16; οἱ πάντες ἡµεῖς, 2 Corinthians 
5:10; ὑµεῖς πάντες, Acts 20:25; πάντες ὑµεῖς, Matthew 23:8; Matthew 26:31; Luke 
9:48; Acts 22:3; Romans 15:33; 2 Corinthians 7:15; (Galatians 3:28 R G L WH); Philippians 1:4, 
7; 1 Thessalonians 1:2; 2 Thessalonians 3:16, 18; Titus 3:15; Hebrews 13:25, 
etc.; αὐτοί πάντες, 1 Corinthians 15:10; πάντες αὐτοί, Acts 4:33; Acts 19:17; Acts 
20:36; οὗτοι πάντες, Acts 1:14; Acts 17:7; Hebrews 11:13, 
39; πάντες (L T ἅπαντες) οὗτοι, Acts 2:7; οἱ δέ πάντες, and they all, Mark 14:64. 

2. Neuter πᾶν, everything (anything) whatsoever; 

a. in the singular: πᾶν τό followed by a participle (on the neuter in a concrete and collective 
sense cf. Buttmann, § 128, 1), 1 Corinthians 10:25, 27; Ephesians 5:13; 1 John 
5:4; πᾶν τό namely, ὄν, 1 John 2:16; πᾶν ὁ, Romans 14:23; John 6:37, 39 (R. V. all 
that); John 17:2; πᾶν ὁ, τί ἄν or ἐάν, whatsoever, Colossians 3:17, and Rec. in Colossians 
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3:23. Joined to prepositions it forms adverbial phrases: παντός or διαπαντός, always, 
perpetually, see διά, A. II. 1 a.; ἐν παντί, either in every condition, or in every 
matter, Philippians 4:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:18; in everything, in every way, on every side, in 
every particular or relation, 2 Corinthians 4:8; 2 Corinthians 7:5, 11, 16; 2 Corinthians 11:6, 
9; Ephesians 5:24; πλουτίζεσθαι, 1 Corinthians 1:5; (περισσεύειν), 2 Corinthians 
8:7; ἐν παντί καί ἐν πᾶσιν (see µυέω, b.), Philippians 4:12. 

b. Plural, πάντα (without the article (cf. Winers Grammar, 116 (110); Matthiae, § 438)) all 
things; α. of a certain definite totality or sum of things, the context shewing what things are 
meant: Mark 4:34; Mark 6:30; Luke 1:3; (v. 28 L T Tr WH); John 
4:25 (here T Tr WH ἅπαντα); Romans 8:28; 2 Corinthians 6:10; Galatians 4:1; Philippians 
2:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:21; 2 Timothy 2:10; Titus 1:15; 1 John 2:27; πάντα ὑµῶν, all ye do 
with one another, 1 Corinthians 16:14; πάντα γίνεσθαι πᾶσιν (A. V. to become all things 
to all men), i. e. to adapt oneself in all ways to the needs of all, 1 Corinthians 
9:22 L T Tr WH (Rec. τά πάντα i. e. in all the ways possible or necessary); cf. Kypke, Obs. ii, 
p. 215f. β. accusative πάντα (adverbially), wholly, altogether, in all ways, in all things, in 
all respects: Acts 20:35; 1 Corinthians 9:25; 1 Corinthians 10:33; 1 Corinthians 11:2; 
cf. Matthiae, § 425, 5; Passow, ii, p. 764a; (Liddell and Scott, under the word D. II. 
4). γ. πάντα, in an absolute sense, all things that exist, all created things: John 1:3; 1 
Corinthians 2:10; 1 Corinthians 15:27; Hebrews 2:8 (and L T Tr WH in ); Ephesians 
1:22; Colossians 1:17; 1 Peter 4:7; Revelation 21:5; (in Romans 9:5 πάντων is more fitly 
taken as genitive masculine (but see the commentaries at the 
passage)). ποίᾳ ἐστιν ἐντολή πρώτη πάντων (genitive neuter; Rec. πασῶν), what 
commandment is first of all (things), Mark 
12:28 (ἐφασκε λέγων κορυδον πάντων πρώτην ὀρνιθα γενέσθαι, προτέραν τ
ῆς γῆς, Aristophanes av. 
472; τάς πόλεις ... ἐλευθερουν καί πάντων µάλιστα Ἀντανδρον, Thucydides 4, 
52; cf. Winers Grammar, § 27,6; (Buttmann, § 150, 6; Green, p. 109); Fritzsche on Mark, p. 
538]. δ. with the article (cf. references in b. above), τά πάντα; αα. in an absolute sense, all 
things collectively, the totality of created things, the universe of things: Romans 11:36; 1 
Corinthians 8:6; Ephesians 3:9; Ephesians 4:10; Philippians 3:21; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 
1:3; Hebrews 2:10; Revelation 4:11; τά πάντα ἐν πᾶσι πληροῦσθαι, to fill the universe 
of things in all places, Ephesians 1:23 (Rec. omits τά; but others take ἐν πᾶσιν here modally 
(see θ'. below), others instrumentally (see Meyer at the passage)). ββ. in a relative sense: Mark 
4:11 (Tdf. omits τά) (the whole substance of saving teaching); Acts 17:25 (not Rec.st) (all the 
necessities of life); Romans 8:32 (all the things that he can give for our benefit); all intelligent 
beings (others include things material also), Ephesians 1:10; Colossians 1:20; it serves by its 
universality to designate every class of men, all mankind (cf. Winers Grammar, § 27, 
5; Buttmann, § 128, 1), Galatians 3:22 (cf. Romans 11:32); 1 Timothy 
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6:13; εἶναι τά (T WH omit τά) πάντα, to avail for, be a substitute for, to possess supreme 
authority, καί ἐν πᾶσιν (i. e. either with all men or in the minds of all (others 
take πᾶσιν as neuter, cf. Lightfoot at the passage)), Colossians 
3:11; ἵνα ἤ ὁ Θεός τά (L Tr WH omit τά) πάντα ἐν πᾶσιν (neuter according to Grimm 
(as below)), i. e. that God may rule supreme by his spiritual power working within all, 'may be 
the immanent and controlling principle of life,' 1 Corinthians 15:28 (so in secular 
authors πάντα or ἅπαντα without the 
article: πάντα ἦν ἐν τοισι Βαβυλωνιοισι Ζωπυρος, Herodotus 3, 157; cf. Herm. ad 
Vig., p. 727; other examples from secular authors are given in Kypke, Observations, ii., p. 
230f; Palairet, Observations, p. 407; cf. Grimm in the Zeitschr. f. wissensch. Theol. for 1873, p. 
394ff); accusative (adverbially, cf. β. above) τά πάντα, in all the parts (in which we grow 
(Meyer)), in all respects, Ephesians 4:15. The article in τά πάντα refers — in 1 Corinthians 
11:12 to the things before mentioned (husband and wife, and their mutual dependence); in 2 
Corinthians 4:15 to 'all the things that befall me'; in 1 Corinthians 15:27; Philippians 3:8, to the 
preceding πάντα; in Colossians 3:8 τά πάντα serves to sum up what follows (Winer's 
Grammar, 107 (102)). πάντα τά followed by a participle (see πᾶς, πάντες, II. 1 
above): Matthew 18:31; Luke 12:44; Luke 17:10; Luke 18:31; Luke 21:22; Luke 24:44; John 
18:4; Acts 10:33; Acts 24:14; Galatians 3:10; τά πάντα with participle, Luke 9:7; Ephesians 
5:13; πάντα τά namely, ὄντα (see πᾶς (πᾶν), πάντες, II. 1 and 2 above), Matthew 
23:20; Acts 4:24; Acts 14:15; Acts 17:24; πάντα τά ὧδε, namely, ὄντα, Colossians 
4:9; τά κατ' ἐµέ, Colossians 4:7 (see κατά, II. 3 b.). ζ. and τά πάντα with 
pronouns: τά ἐµά πάντα, John 17:10; πάντα τά ἐµά, Luke 
15:31; ταῦτα πάντα, these things all taken together (Winer's Grammar, 548 (510); 
Fritzsche on Matthew 24:33, 34; cf. Bornemann on Luke 21:36; Lobeck, Paralip., p. 
65): Matthew 4:9; Matthew 6:33; Matthew 13:34, 51; Luke 12:30; Luke 16:14; Luke 
21:36 (πάντα τά L marginal reading); Luke 24:9 (Tdf. πάντα ταῦτα); Acts 7:50; Romans 
8:37; 2 Peter 3:11; πάντα ταῦτα, all these things (references as above): Matthew 
6:32; Matthew 24:8, 33 (T Tr text ταῦτα πάντα),34 (Tr marginal 
reading ταῦτα πάντα); Luke 7:18; Acts 24:8; 1 Corinthians 12:11; Colossians 3:14; 1 
Thessalonians 4:6; the reading varies also 
between πάντα ταῦτα and ταῦτα πάντα in Matthew 19:20; Matthew 23:36; Matthew 
24:2; πάντα τά συµβεβηκότα ταῦτα, Luke 24:14; πάντα ἅ, John 
4:(29 T WH Tr marginal reading (see the next entry)); John 4:45 (here L Tr WH ὅσα (see the 
next entry)); ; Acts 10:39; Acts 13:39. εε. πάντα ὅσα: Matthew 7:12; Matthew 
13:46; Matthew 18:25; Matthew 28:20; Mark 12:44; John 4:29 (see ζ' above), L Tr WH; ; Acts 
3:22; πάντα ὅσα, ἄν (or ἐάν), Matthew 21:22; Matthew 23:3; Mark 
11:24 (G L T Tr WH omit ἄν); Acts 3:22. τη. πάντα with prepositions forms adverbial 
phrases: πρό πάντων, before or above all things (see πρό, c.), James 5:12; 1 Peter 4:8. 
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(But περί πάντων, 3 John 1:2, must not be referred to this head, as though it signified above 
all things; it is rather as respects all things, and depends on εὔχοµαι (apparently a mistake 
for εὐοδοῦσθαι; yet see περί, the passage cited ἆ.), cf. Lücke at the passage, 2nd edition, p. 
370 (3rd edition, p. 462f; Westcott at the passage); Winer's Grammar, 373 (350)). 
(on διά πάντων, Acts 9:32, see 1 above.) ἐν πᾶσιν, in all things, in all ways, altogether: 1 
Timothy 3:11; 1 Timothy 4:15 (Rec.); 2 Timothy 2:7; 2 Timothy 4:5; Titus 2:9; Hebrews 13:4, 
18; 1 Peter 4:11 (see also 2 a. at the end, above); ἐπί πᾶσιν, see ἐπί, B. 2 d., p. 
233b. κατά πάντα, in all respects: Acts 17:22; Colossians 3:20, 22; Hebrews 2:17; Hebrews 
4:15. 

III. with negatives; 

1. οὐ πᾶς, not everyone. 

2. πᾶς οὐ (where οὐ belongs to the verb), no one, none, see οὐ, 2, p. 460b; πᾶς µή (so 
that µή must be joined to the verb), no one, none, in final sentences, John 3:15; John 6:39; John 
12:46; 1 Corinthians 1:29; with an imperative Ephesians 4:29 (1 Macc. 
5:42); πᾶς ... οὐ µή with the aorist subjunctive (see µή, IV. 2), Revelation 18:22. 
 
 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
every, all manner of 

Including all the forms of declension; apparently a primary 
word; all, any, every, the whole -- all (manner of, means), 
alway(-s), any (one), X daily, + ever, every (one, way), as many 
as, + no(-thing), X thoroughly, whatsoever, whole, whosoever. 
 
 
 
 
 

◄ 1343. dikaiosuné ► 
Strong's Concordance 
dikaiosuné: righteousness, justice 
Original Word: δικαιοσύνη, ης, ἡ 
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine 
Transliteration: dikaiosuné 
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Phonetic Spelling: (dik-ah-yos-oo'-nay) 
Definition: righteousness, justice 
Usage: (usually if not always in a Jewish atmosphere), justice, justness, righteousness, 
righteousness of which God is the source or author, but practically: a divine righteousness. 
 
HELPS Word-studies 

1343 dikaiosýnē (from 1349 /díkē, "a judicial verdict") – properly, judicial 
approval (the verdict of approval); in the NT, the approval of God ("divine approval"). 

1343 /dikaiosýnē ("divine approval") is the regular NT term used for righteousness ("God's 
judicial approval"). 1343 /dikaiosýnē ("the approval of God") refers to what is deemed right by 
the Lord (after His examination), i.e. what is approved in His eyes. 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 
Word Origin 
from dikaios 
Definition 
righteousness, justice 
NASB Translation 
right (1), righteousness (90). 
 
Thayer's Greek Lexicon 
STRONGS NT 1343: δικαιοσύνη 
 
δικαιοσύνη, δικαιοσύνης, ἡ (δίκαιος); most frequently in the Sept. for ֶקדֶצ  and ְהקָדָצ , 
rarely for ֶדסֶח ; "the virtue or quality or state of one who is δίκαιος;" 

1. in the broad sense, the state of him who is such as he ought to be, 
righteousness (German Rechtbeschaffenheit); the condition acceptable to 
God (German Gottwohlgefalligkeit); 

a. universally: λόγος τῆς δικαιοσύνης (like λόγος τῆς καταλλαγῆς, λόγος τοῦ σ
ταυροῦ), the doctrine concerning the way in which man may attain to a state approved of 
God, Hebrews 5:13; βασιλεύς δικαιοσύνης, the king who himself has the approbation of 
God, and who renders his subjects acceptable to God, Hebrews 7:2; cf. Bleek at the passage b. 
"integrity, virtue, purity of life, uprightness, correctness in thinking, feeling, and acting: Matthew 
3:15; Matthew 5:6, 10, 20; Matthew 6:1 G L T Tr, WH; Acts 13:10; Acts 24:25; Romans 6:13, 
16, 18-20 (opposed to ἁµαρτία, ἀνοµία, and ἀκαθαρσία); Romans 8:10 (opposed 
to ἁµαρτία); Romans 14:17 (? (see c.)); 2 Corinthians 6:7, 14 (opposed to ἀνοµία, as 
in Xenophon, mem. 1, 2, 24); 2 Corinthians 11:15; Ephesians 5:9; Ephesians 6:14; Philippians 
1:11; 1 Timothy 6:11; 2 Timothy 2:22; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Timothy 4:8; Titus 3:5; Hebrews 
1:9; Hebrews 12:11; James 3:18; 1 Peter 3:14; 2 Peter 2:5, 21; 2 Peter 3:13, and very often in the 

https://biblehub.com/greek/1349.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1343.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1343.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1342.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/hebrews/5-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/hebrews/7-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/3-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/3-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/5-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/matthew/6-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/13-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/24-25.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/6-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/6-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/8-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/14-17.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/6-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_corinthians/11-15.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ephesians/5-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/ephesians/6-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/philippians/1-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/philippians/1-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_timothy/6-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_timothy/2-22.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_timothy/3-16.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_timothy/4-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/titus/3-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/hebrews/1-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/hebrews/1-9.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/hebrews/12-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/james/3-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/1_peter/3-14.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_peter/2-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_peter/3-13.htm


O. T.; ἐν ὁδῷ δικαιοσύνης, walking in the way of righteousness equivalent to an upright, 
righteous, man, Matthew 21:32; τοῦ Θεοῦ, the righteousness which God demands, Matthew 
6:33; James 1:20; of righteousness which manifests itself in "beneficence: 2 Corinthians 9:9f (cf. 
Tobit 14:11; Gesenius, Thesaurus iii., p. 1151; so Chaldean ִהקָדְצ , Daniel 4:24, and in the 
Talmud and rabbinical writings (Buxtorf. col. 1891 (p. 941, Fischer edition); cf. Winer's 
Grammar, 32)); where δίκαιος καί ὁσιότης are connected — Luke 1:75; Ephesians 4:24, 
(Wis. 9:3; Clement of Rome, 1 Cor. 48, 4 [ET] and occasionally in secular writings) — the 
former denotes right conduct toward men, the latter piety toward God (cf. Plato, Gorgias, p. 507 
b.; Grimm on Sap., p. 181f; (cf. Trench, § 88, p. 328f; for additional examples 
see Wetstein (1752) on Ephesians, the passage cited; 
cf. ὅσιος); εὐσέβεια καί δικαιοσύνη, Diodorus 1, 2); ποιεῖν τήν δικαιοσύνην, to 
do righteousness, to live uprightly: 1 John 2:29; 1 John 3:7; 1 John 3:10 (not Lachmann); and 
in Revelation 22:11 according to the text now accepted; in like 
manner ἐργάζεσθαι δικαιοσύνην, Acts 10:35; Hebrews 11:33; ζῆν τῇ δικαιοσύνη, to 
live, devote the life, to righteousness, 1 Peter 2:24; πληροῦν πᾶσαν δικαιοσύνην, to 
perform completely whatever is right, Matthew 3:15. When affirmed of 
Christ, δικαιοσύνη denotes his perfect moral purity, integrity, sinlessness: John 16:8, 10; 
when used of God, his holiness: Romans 3:5, 25f. 

c. in the writings of Paul ἡ δικαιοσύνη has a peculiar meaning, opposed to the views of the 
Jews and Judaizing Christians. To understand this meaning, the following facts especially must 
be kept in view: the Jews as a people, and very many who had become converts from among 
them to Christianity, supposed that they secured the favor of God by works conformed to the 
requirements of the Mosaic law, as though by way of merit; and that they would thus attain to 
eternal salvation. But this law demands perfect obedience to all its precepts, and threatens 
condemnation to those who do not render such obedience (Galatians 3:10, 12). Obedience of this 
kind no one has rendered (Romans 3:10), neither Jews nor Gentiles (Romans 1:24-2:1) — for 
with the latter the natural law of right written on their souls takes the place of the Mosaic law 
(Romans 2:14f). On this account Paul proclaims the love of God, in that by giving up Christ, his 
Son, to die as an expiatory sacrifice for the sins of men he has attested his grace and good-will to 
mankind, so that they can hope for salvation as if they had not sinned. But the way to obtain this 
hope, he teaches, is only through faith (see πίστις (especially 1 b. and d.)), by which a man 
appropriates that grace of God revealed and pledged in Christ; and this faith is reckoned by God 
to the man as δικαιοσύνη; that is to say, δικαιοσύνη denotes "the state acceptable to God 
which becomes a sinner's possession through that faith by which he embraces the grace of God 
offered him in the expiatory death of Jesus Christ (see δικαιόω, 3 b.). In this 
sense ἡ δικαιοσύνη is used without an adjunct in Romans 4:5f, 11; Romans 5:17, 21; Romans 
9:30; Romans 14:11 (? (see b.)); 1 Corinthians 1:30; Galatians 
5:5; δικαιοσύνη Θεοῦ, ἡ τοῦ Θεοῦ δικαιοσύνη, the righteousness which God ascribes, 
what God declares to be righteousness (Winer's Grammar, 186 (175)), Romans 1:17; Romans 
3:21; Romans 10:3; by a pregnant use, equivalent to that divine arrangement by which God leads 
men to a state acceptable to him, Romans 10:4; as abstract for concrete, equivalent to those 
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whom God accounts righteous, 2 Corinthians 
5:21; δικαιοσύνη Θεοῦ διά πίστεως, Romans 3:22; ἡ δικαιοσύνη τῆς πίστεως, 
which is acquired by faith, or seen in faith, Romans 4:11, 13; ἡ ἐκ Θεοῦ δικαιοσύνη which 
comes from God, i. e. is adjudged, imputed, Philippians 3:9 (wbere the 
addition ἐπί τῇ πίστει depends on ἔχων, having ... founded upon faith (cf. Winer's 
Grammar, 137 (130); 392 (367); yet cf. Ellicott, at the 
passage)); ἡ ἐκ πίστεως δικαιοσύνη which comes from faith, Romans 9:30; Romans 
10:6; ἡ διά πίστεως Χριστοῦ, Philippians 3:9; ἡ κατά πίστιν δικαιοσύνη according 
to, appropriate to, faith, Hebrews 11:7 (but it should be kept in mind that the conception of 'faith' 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews is broader than in Paul's writings (cf. e. g. Kurtz, at the passage)); 
Christ is called δικαιοσύνη, as being the one without whom there is no righteousness, as the 
author of righteousness, 1 Corinthians 1:30; εἰς δικαιοσύνην, unto righteousness as the 
result, to obtain righteousness, Romans 10:4, 
10; ἡ πίστις λογίζεται τίνι εἰς δικαιοσύνην, faith is reckoned to one for righteousness, 
i. e. is so taken into account, that righteousness is ascribed to it or recognized in it: Romans 4:3, 
6, 9, 22; Galatians 3:6; James 2:23; ἡ διακονία τῆς δικαιοσύνης (see διακονία, 2 b.), 2 
Corinthians 3:9. Opposed to this δικαιοσύνη, arising from faith, 
is ἡ ἐκ νόµου δικαιοσύνη, a state acceptable to God which is supposed to result from 
obedience to the law, Romans 10:5f; ἡ δικαιοσύνη ἐν νόµῳ relying on the law, i. e. on 
imaginary obedience to it, Philippians 3:6; ἡ ἰδίᾳ δικαιοσύνη and ἡ ἐµή ἐδικαιοσυνη, 
such as one supposes that he has acquired for himself by his own works, Romans 
10:3 Philippians 3:9, cf. Galatians 2:21; Galatians 3:21. 

2. in a closer sense, justice, or the virtue which gives each one his due; it is said to belong to 
God and Christ, as bestowing ἰσότιµον πίστιν upon all Christians impartially, 2 Peter 1:1; of 
judicial justice, Romans 9:28 R G Tr marginal reading in 
brackets; κρίνειν ἐν δικαιοσύνη, Acts 17:31; Revelation 19:11. (See references under the 
word δικαιόω at the end.) 
 
 

Strong's Exhaustive Concordance 
righteousness. 

From dikaios; equity (of character or act); specially (Christian) justification -- righteousness. 

see GREEK dikaios 
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To Fulfill All Righteousness 
Andy Osborne 
Matthew 3:13–17 

Transcript 

Introduction  
If you ever watch a movie with me you would probably get a little annoyed because I tend to 
comment during the film a lot. If something seems inconsistent, if the pacing is off, if the 
characters are not fleshed out I’m definantely going to say something about it. It drives my 
sister in law crazy.  
 
One of my most common complaints is when an event happens in the story that isn’t 
developed well and makes it obvious that the writers wanted the event to happen so that 
something else later in the story could happen, but instead of developing it well it just sort of 
happens in a forced way.  
 
However, I cannot complain about that happening in our text today because the purpose that 
this even serves is important, not just for the story of the gospel, but for our salvation. 
Although John the Baptist will step in to try to stop this event form happening, Jesus insists 
that it happen so that all righteousness may be fulfilled.  

Jesus Comes to John 
Our text begins by introducing a new event in this scene that was happening “in those day” ie. 
the days when Jesus was living in Nazereth with his parents. Obviously at this point Jesus is 
well into adulthood, but Matthew keeps the pace of the narrative flowing smoothly.  
We are told that Jesus came from Galilee, the region the once belonged to the tribes of 
Zebulun and Naphtli. This is a very different part of Israel than where John would have been 
Baptizing, which would have been closer to Jerusalem. We are told that Jesus comes for a 
singular purpose: “to be baptized by him.”  

Jesus’ Intention to be Baptized  

Jesus is not simply in the neighbourhood, Jesus has come out with intentionality to be 
baptized with a baptism that is supposed to be a declaration of repentance, which may seem 
like an odd way for the sinless son of God to begin his ministry. 
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But that is exactly what this scene is, the beginning of Jesus ministry. While Luke relays the 
scene of Jesus in the temple as a 12 year old boy, Matthew jumps right from the return from 
Egypt to this crucial event. In this Baptism, Jesus will: 
Be publically recognized by the rest of the Godhead as to who he truly is.  
Be humbled in obedience to the will of the Father.  
Give up his home and livelihood for the work he has.  
Bring the time of preperation to the time of acceptation in preaching the Gospel.  
Begin his sufferings that will end at the cross.  

John’s Prophetic Recognition  

What is not clear at this point is the extent of John’s knowledge of Jesus. There are details in 
this account that we’d like to know but don’t. Was this baptism public? Did John know that 
Jesus was the Christ? After all, John would send his disciples to Jesus later to ask that very 
questions. It’s clear that John knows that Jesus is greater than he is. Its clear that John sees 
Jesus as a greater player in the coming of the Kingdom of God. But John will wonder later if 
there is another to come after Jesus, or if he is the Christ. 
 
Regardless, John sees Jesus’ purity in contrast to himself. He recognizes that Jesus is so 
worthy that he, the baptizer, should be baptised by Jesus. In other words, John, the 
culmination of all the OT prophets, recognizes that Jesus is someone greater than any 
prophet that has come before.  
 
And whether John realizes it or not, his exposure to the incarnate Son of God immediately 
makes him aware of his own sin. Like the prophet Isaiah recognizing his own uncleanness in 
the face of God’s presence, John recognizes his own need of repentance and forgiveness in 
the presence of the one true God. 

John’s Objection 

And so John objects, not in a sinful rebellion, but in shock of how backwards Jesus request 
seems to him. Jesus is the Christ, he is the one whose coming John’s baptism is meant to 
prepare people for. Imagine if we had an announcement tomorrow that the Queen was going 
to visit Scaroborough in a week and she will be paraded down Lawrence Ave. As the city and 
businesses are cleaning things up and putting up the decorations, the Queen herself arrives in 
overalls and sneakers to help set up. How both shocking and confusing this would be, for it is 
her arrival that we would be preparing for. This is the confusion John is experiencing. He 
knows that his own heart is not yet as prepared as it ought to be and a deeper repentance 



could be reached if Jesus would baptise him, but Jesus wants to take part in this cleansing 
ritual, though he has nothing from which to be cleansed.  
 
Jesus alone has loved the Lord his God with all his heart. Jesus alone loves his neighbour as 
himself. Jesus alone brings pleasure in the sight of the Father in himself, without need of 
sacrifice or ritual cleansing. Of every human being that has ever or will ever be born, Jesus is 
the one that does not need to repent of anything. So why would he come to John for a 
Baptism of repentance meant to prepare the hearts of a rebellious people to be saved from 
the wilderness of God’s wrath and led back into his promises for them?  

Jesus Answer: To fulfill all righteousness 

Jesus, in answer to John, does not contradict his logic. Of course, John sees that according to 
human reasoning this request makes no sense, and Jesus does not seek to argue otherwise. 
Instead, Jesus simply answers, “Let it be so now.” The word translated “let it be so” has the 
sense of saying, “Allow it, permit it, tolerate it.” The sense that Jesus is speaking to John is not 
a command to do something per se, but rather a command to let happen what must happen. 
To get out of the way of what Jesus means to have done and let it happen despite it going 
against his reasoning.  

God’s will often does not make sense to us, as we are unable to 
see the fulness of his plan. Maturity in faith is a willingness to 
obey and allow God’s revealed will to be carried out despite 
how counterintuitive it may seem. Preaching a Gospel of a 
bloody cross, and empty tomb, and a call to total self-denial 
and discipleship is not a message that is likely to attract a 
crowd, and speaking the Gospel as it is may seem 
counterintuitive to our desire to see many come to know the 
Lord Jesus, and yet God says, “let it be so now.” Paying taxes 
to a government that funds the slaughter of unborn babies 
and abusive hormone treatments to young children may seem 
counterintuitive, and yet Scripture commands, “let it be so 
now.” Continuing in a time of suffering, poverty, or grief may 
seem contradictory to the joyful life that living in Christ should 
be, and yet Jesus tells us, with his own scars of suffering still in 



his body, “let it be so now.” God gave us brains and we are 
meant to follow them, but when the will of God makes no 
sense to us, Jesus’ gentle words to his faithful disciples are, 
“let it be so now.”  
 
But Jesus does give John some explanation: “For thus it is 
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” According to Jesus, his being 
baptized is part of God’s plan to “fulfill all righteousness.” 
 
This is a phrase that has caused some debate, because Jesus is not very specific with John as 
to what this means.  
 
“Fulfilling all righteousness” could refer to Jesus walking in the will of the Father. It means 
obedience to the Father’s will, even if the purpose of that will is unknown. While I think this is 
certainly part of what Jesus is saying, I don’t think it is the full picture.  
Jesus is walking through the steps of the people of God, but in complete righteousness. As we 
will see in a future message, the events in Jesus life mimic the exodus. Like ancient Israel, 
Jesus goes to Egypt in exile, like them, he will pass through the waters of baptism as they 
passed through the Red Sea, cutting themselves off from the worldly society of Egypt. And as 
Israel would wander in the wilderness for 40 years, Jesus would wander for 40 days, williing to 
starve rather than faithlessly grumble as the Israelites did for food. In this way, Jesus is 
fulfilling all righteousness by identifying with the people and going through with them even 
through a baptism of repentance so that he could truly be our merciful and faithful high 
priest. This is, in no way, is an admission of sin, but rather a partaking among sinners. In other 
Words, Jesus is partaking in a baptism of repentance, not to repent of anything himself, but to 
lead and accompany his people through their repentance. Is 53:12 would say that the Christ 
would be numbered among the transgressors.  
 
Finally, this baptism would be a fulfillment of righteousness in that it would reveal the 
righteous plan of salvation through it. In Is 53:11 Isaiah says of the Christ, “by his knowledge 
shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous.” In orther words, 
when the Christ would become known, and he is shown to be God’s righteous servant, then 
many would be justified.  
 
All three of these possibilities are likely true and they all compliment one another. Jesus 
submits himself in obedience to the Father’s will, which is that he would partake with his 



people in this cursed state and lead them through repentance and into God’s salvation by 
being the perfect example and leader for the people of God.  

Conclusion: Then he consented.  
Jesus’ unspecific response to John’s strong hesitancy is enough to get him to consent, have 
his own will and thinkings step aside, and baptize Jesus. Next week we will see how that turns 
out, how the Father vindicates Jesus’ sinless nature by declaring him to be his son in whom he 
is well pleased.  
 
For us, we are reminded of the nature of Christ’s coming. Jesus came not to be served 
but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many. (Matt 20:28). Giving his life to 
ransom many did not start at the cross, it stars right here. He spends his life to get down 
among sinners, walk their road of sin-imposed suffering and punishment, and ultimately 
atone for it on the cross. His ministry was one of stooping down to where sinners are at, 
not standing on the other side of the Jordan waiting for us to get there ourselves first.  
 
Sinner, Christian, whoever you be, Christ is not far. His love is not far. He became man to 
be near us. He passed through baptism to be near us. He healed the sick and ate with 
sinners to be near us, touch us, get our filth and disease on him so that we can be pure 
like him.  
 
But as he passes through the baptism waters, the wilderness of temptation, into his 
ministry, and finally his suffering and death he bids you to come with him. He is not far, 
but you may not stay on the other side of the Jordan. You must pass through repentance, 
you must prepare your heart, you must follow him everywhere, and you must die to the 
flesh and life in Christ. Jesus’ work did not make the way through this wilderness of this 
world easy, but it did make it possible because it is he who leads us, he who gives us the 
Holy Spirit who strengthen us puts the old flesh to death, gives us ears to hear the voice 
of our shepherd to come after him.  
 
The question is, will you come after him? Christ has done so much to draw near to you, 
are you drawing near to him? He has consumed the eternal suffering that your sins 
deserved, will you walk his temporary road of suffering? Discipleship involves the high 
price of Jesus’ death, and yours. This is what it means to be near him.  
 
So will you be near the God who became man and took on all that he did to be near you, 
to save you? Do you want to be near someone who gave up so much and asks the same of 



you? Seeing the depths of his love and intention to save us leads to only one response, a 
depth of love to leave all we are behind and follow him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To Fulfil All Righteousness 
  

Justin Johnson 

John the Baptist water baptized Jews. 

Water baptism was not a new thing. Jews were being water baptized for 
centuries under the law requirements in the temple and in large pools like 
Bethesda (John 5:2). 

However, John was unique in that he was a prophet, did not wear temple 
garments (he wore camel’s hair), and he preached in the wilderness not near 
the temple. 

He preached water baptism and repentance for the remission of sins. Remission 
of sins is forgiveness. 

“John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins.” – Mark 1:4 
“And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins;” – Luke 3:3 
The Baptism of Jesus 

When Jesus came to be water baptized, John realized that he had no sin to 
remit, and forbad Jesus to be baptized. 

“But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest 
thou to me?” – Mat 3:14 

Jesus insisted to be baptized, but not because he had secret sins to confess. 
Jesus knew he was God manifest in the flesh, and without sin. The Lord said: 
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“Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” 
– Mat 3:15 

The reason Jesus needed to be water baptized by John alongside sinful Israel 
was not because he had secret sins to confess, but to fulfil all righteousness. 

But, what does that mean? 

To Fulfill the Law 

Jesus did not come to destroy the promises, prophets, and laws given to Israel. 
He was not setting a new pattern with his water baptism, but fulfilling an old 
one. 

“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfil.” – Matt 5:17 

Washings with water were required for many different people at different times 
with different purposes under the law. If someone failed to do them, they 
would be guilty of breaking the law. 

One particular law that was being invoked by John was the washing 
requirement for all priests. 

John was preaching the kingdom come and in the kingdom the entire nation of 
Israel was to be priests unto the Lord (Exo 19:6, Isa 61:6). 

Jesus kept the law perfectly, and as such submitted himself to the required 
ordinances to fulfill all righteousness. 

To Fulfill the Prophets 

The law and the prophets spoke of Jesus. A few prophecies spoke of the 
messenger coming before the Lord to prepare his way. 

“As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 
which shall prepare thy way before thee. The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” – Mark 
1:2-3 (quoting Mal 4:1 and Isa 40:3) 

John the Baptist was that messenger, and Jesus was the prophesied Lord. 
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God told John a prophecy that he would be able to identify the Messiah through 
his water baptism. 

“And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore 
am I come baptizing with water.” – John 1:31-33 

If Jesus did not fulfil what was spoken of him then the prophecies would be 
false, the message of John the Baptist a lie, and God would be unrighteous. 

Jesus came to fulfill the prophets and he fulfilled multiple prophecies by being 
water baptized of John. 

To Justify John’s Message 

Jesus was water baptized to justify John’s message. 

John the Baptist preached the kingdom was at hand. Those that heard his 
preaching and justified God’s word to him were water baptized of him (just as 
they justified God in Jesus’ ministry). 

“And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being 
baptized with the baptism of John.” – Luke 7:29 

By being baptized of John, Jesus was saying, “John’s teachings are truly from 
God”. 

In order to align himself with God’s prophet and his message, Jesus needed to 
be water baptized of John. 

Through participation in the water baptism of sinful Israel, Jesus identified 
himself with Israel looking for a kingdom come, and then presented himself as 
the one who would fulfill all righteousness. 

To Make Himself Known 
Multiple times in Jesus’ time on earth God spoke from heaven and testified that 
Jesus was His Son (John 12:28, Mat 17:5). 
Jesus knew that he was the Son of God (Luke 2:49), and that his water baptism 
would identify him as such to Israel. Therefore, Jesus insisted to John that he 
be water baptized of him. 
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When he came up out of the water the Spirit of God descended on him and God 
spoke for everyone to hear. 

“And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, 
lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” – Matt 3:16-17 

Without his water baptism there would not be this public identification that he 
was the Son of God. 

John later would preach this event as proof that he was the Messiah. 

“And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a 
dove, and it abode upon him… And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son 
of God.” – John 1:32-34 
Conclusion 

Nobody in Jesus’ time could accomplish what Jesus did in his water baptism. 

Neither does anyone today in the dispensation of grace need to follow Jesus in 
baptism (to be saved). We have a greater baptism that identifies us with Christ, 
being baptized by faith into his death. 

“But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be 
accomplished!” – Luke 12:50 
“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death?” – Rom 6:3 

Jesus was not water baptized to institute a new ordinance. Water baptism was 
an old tradition. 

He was not water baptized for the remission of his sins, as was everyone else 
that was water baptized. 

He was water baptized to fulfill all righteousness in that he was the prophesied 
Messiah, the Son of God. 
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Fulfilling all righteousness, “what does it mean?                        
Is it compulsory for all believers today? 

BY: TOSIN ADEOLA 
 

Firstly, I like you to understand that righteousness is a 
function of faith in the finished work of Jesus 
Christ (Rom 3:21-22). (i.e. you don’t work for it 
but you become it by believing in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and confessing Him with your 
mouth). But there are acts of righteousness 
that validate our salvation (Rom 6:18-19). 
This is what Jesus was talking about.  

Please note that it takes a righteous person to 
perform an act of righteousness (Matt 12:33-35). 

So,	if	you	are	saved,																																																
you	are	expected	to	fulfill	all	righteousness.	
 

What is Jesus’ definition of righteousness? 

Ps 40:7-8 says, Then said I, Behold, I come; in the volume of the book it is written of 
me; I delight to do Your will, O my God; yes, Your law is within my heart. 
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And Jesus said in John 4:34[AMP] that…, My food 
(nourishment) is to do the will (pleasure) of Him Who sent 
Me and to accomplish {and} completely finish His work. 

From	these	verses,	we	can	see	that	what	Jesus	
termed	righteousness	is	basically	doing	the	
will	of	God	for	His	life.	Doing	what	God	wants	

Him	to	do	with	His	life	and	times.	

“all righteousness” for Jesus included 
every detail of His assignment. It 

includes everything that is 
beneficial/expedient. 

Unlike the others who came for baptism (Matt. 3:6), Jesus had no personal sins 
to confess. Yet He willingly received “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins” (Mark 1:4), a sign that He identifies with the sins of 
those He came to save (2 Cor. 5:21), which is 
God’s perfect will. 
There	is	a	path	that	He	must	follow	for	the	fulfillment	
of	His	assignment	and	fulfilling	all	righteousness	

demands	that	He	carefully	follow	it.	
 

It is total obedience in simple terms. 
 



It	is	living	your	life	according	
to	the	demands	of	your	

assignment,	not	as	you	want.	
 

Saul was given an assignment in 1Sam 15, but God was not 
pleased with him because he failed to fulfill all righteousness. He 
regarded people’s opinions more than God’s instruction and he 
was rejected from being king. 

But for Jesus, the bible says in (Philippians 2:6-9 KJV) that … Who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 

 

When Jesus fulfilled all righteousness,             
God was pleased with Him! 

 
Is it compulsory for all believers today? 

Matt 3:15[AMP] says… But Jesus replied to him, Permit it just now; for this is 
the fitting way for [both of] us to fulfill all righteousness [that is, to perform 
completely whatever is right]. Then he permitted Him. 

From this verse, The response of Jesus 
indicated that both He and John the Baptist 



have the mandate to fulfill all righteousness (or 
like the Amplified version expatiated it, “to 
perform completely whatever is right) 

For God to be pleased with us, we must fulfill 
all righteousness: 

• To fulfill all righteousness, you must know 
what you need to do. i.e. you must have an 
understanding of what the will of the Lord 
is. 

• It includes what you do and what you did 
not do 

• We must do all that God requires of us. 
Depending on your assignment, what you 
need to fulfill will be different from other 
people’s. It is your responsibility to 
discover it. 

Lastly, you need to be humble like Jesus to 
fulfill all righteousness. It takes humility to 
fully submit to the will of God 
I like you to pray to know God’s will and ask for the grace to do it without 
wavering. God bless you. 

 

 

 



 

Ligon Duncan: 
This passage is a great passage. John the Baptist’s 
ministry is in full swing. Last week we saw all Judea was going out to hear 
John preach and to participate in the Baptism of repentance. And in the midst of that, 
our Lord Jesus comes by Himself, for He had not as yet 
called His disciples. And in the midst of those crowds, He presents Himself 

to John. John is shocked. “Lord, Jesus, I am preaching the baptism of 
repentance to prepare the way for the Lord and You are revealing Yourself to me as the 
one who I have been preaching. Why should I baptize You? You need to baptize Me.” It 
is a strange and a wonderful passage, and I would like to point to 
something about our Lord Jesus Christ’s scene in this 
passage. 

The humility of Christ. 
     

And the first thing is this. We see it in verse 13. The humility of Christ. Our Lord’s 
humility is evident in this passage. This is the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 

John’s ministry is in full swing. But the first public action of our 
Lord is to humble Himself. The first public action in the ministry of 

our Lord is to enter into humiliation. He will receive the baptism of 
repentance, though He is without sin, though He is the 
one who knows no sin, He will take upon Himself, the 
baptism of repentance. That is humility and that is our Lord. We saw 

Him entering in as we looked at His infancy as presented in this gospel. We saw 
Him partaking of the sufferings and humiliation which were part of His being our 
Mediator and now, consistently with that, and consistently with what we know about our 
Lord in His later ministry, and finally in His giving Himself in the passion, He enters into 
a humbling experience. He humbles Himself before John, a godly man to be sure, a 
great preacher to be sure, but a man, the herald, the servant of Christ. He the Messiah, 
says, John. I will receive your baptism. John himself sensed that it was somehow 
inappropriate for him to be baptizing the Lord Jesus, the Messiah, the one who was the 
lamb of God, who would take away the sins of the world. But the Lord Jesus said, “No 



John, I will receive this baptism.” He was following the way of His 
Father. Later He will explain that He needed to enter into 
this baptism in order to fulfill all righteousness but evident 
throughout His actions is His humility. 
 

Our Lord was humble and He calls us to the way of 
humility, and the world tells us that we ought to act otherwise. But the Lord 
Jesus’ action reminds us of the importance of humility. It was required for His 

obedience on our behalf. And He says to His disciples, that all 
those who follow after Him, the great servants, 
must themselves, learn to humble themselves and 
serve. 
Young folks, in your schools, it is very likely that the most popular children will be those 
who are attractive, filled with personality, somewhat prideful, somewhat able to push 
themselves forward. They may be boys who are arrogant, talented, but they are perhaps 
mean-spirited. They may be young girls, who may be beautiful and yet they are very 
arrogant and look down upon others that are not part of their circles. And you may be 
tempted to think that the only way that you can match up is to emulate that sort of 
behavior. The Lord Jesus says, the way of glory is the way of humility. And though the 
world says, if you want to be successful, you must be prideful, you must be self 
confident, and you must be assertive. The Lord Jesus says, the way of glory is the way 
of humility. Don’t ever forget that. It is a lesson that none of us can ever desire to forget, 
for in this life, we are constantly tempted to assert ourselves pridefully, sinfully, in order 
to get what we want. But the Lord Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.” It is not the proud who will be exalted. No, the Bible says the 
proud will be abased. Pride goes not before a fall, the Proverb says, “pride goes before 
destruction.” But those who are lowly of heart, the Lord will exalt. 

Perhaps the Lord has called you to significant ministry as He had called His Son. I not 
only warn you, I promise you if that is the case, He will cause you to walk in the way of 

humility. For the Lord has never used an arrogant servant. The Lord breaks 
His servant before His servant serves Him in the 
world. And that goes for all of us, not simply for those missionaries who deny 
themselves. Not simply for those campus ministers who put themselves in a place 
where they are counter-cultural. Not simply for those who plant churches, and preach 



the gospel. It goes for all of us in our vocations. If the 
Lord is calling us to His service, He calls us to His 
service in the way of humility. And our Lord and 
Savior is the great example of that. Our Lord is humble and so 
we should be too. 

 

 
Script:   RIGHTEOUSNESS 

Greek: Dikaiosune. 
 
“How good is life for those who hunger and thirst for dikaiosune, because 
they will be satisfied.”1 
Dikaiosune, or righteousness, means living in right relationship with God, 
other people, and all creation. 
We act with righteousness when we live justly, honestly, and faithfully 
according to God’s instruction. 

In Jesus’ teachings, righteousness describes not only fasting and prayer2 but 
also giving generously to the poor,3 forgiving others,4 and loving our 
enemies.5 To live this way is to do right by God. 
God also does righteousness towards us, that is, he does right by his 
covenant promises to people to send Israel’s promised Messiah to renew the 
world. 

“In accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth 
where dikaiosune is at home.”6 

 

1. Matthew 5:6 
 2. Matthew 6:5-18 
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 3. Matthew 6:1-4 
 4. Matthew 6:12-15 
 5. Matthew 5:43-47 
 6. 2 Peter 3:13 

 

 

 


