
“In God We Trust”
Romans 2:17-29

VIDEO:  “Easter Apology”

What do you do with a “NOT DEAD” Jesus?

CELEBRATE! ...like you have nothing to lose & all to gain!

Let me ask you: “What, if anything do you trust?

Anything and/or anyone that is not consistent with 
God & His Word… ought not ever be trusted!

Trust the Truth!  
Trust the Whole Truth…

And Trust Nothing but the Truth!

2 Timothy 3:16… All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
 teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,

John 14:6… “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no one comes
 to the Father except thru Me.”  - Jesus

FYI... only reason to celebrate resurrection Sunday is if you 
truly trust the Gospel... the “good news” of Jesus Christ!

Welcome: Today we’re going to hear good news about the Good News…

Review: Series:  G.O.S.P.E.L.! (Book of Romans)

G = Greeting
O = Outlaw of Heaven (SIN)
S = Solution (SALVATION)
P = Purifying (SANCTIFICATION)
E = Everything under God (SOVEREIGNTY)
L = Love in Action (SERVITUDE)
! = Warning!

Every self-guided, rebellious and/or luke-warm walk thru this life 
is little more than a deceptive, downhill slide of unquenchable 



desire, quiet desperation, and haunting dissonance.  Be honest 
with yourself… without truly surrendering your life to, and 
trusting in, Jesus, the Christ...  You don’t know true love.  You 
have NO joy.  And you will never experience divine peace. 

T/S: But it doesn’t have to be that way……

Romans 1:1 = Set Apart for the Gospel

“slave”  “of Jesus”  “called” “set apart” “for the gospel” “of God”

Romans 1:2-7 = Portrait of Promise

“He promised...” (v.1:2)  The Gospel of God is a PROMISE!

“regarding His Son...” (v.3-4)  Jesus is the PERSON of the Gospel

“declared the Son of God by the   power     of His resurrection”   

*** VIDEO: “On the Way to the CROSS” 

Fact: Gospel PROMISE IS PERSONAL!!!

Question: Do YOU PERSONALLY TRUST the GOSPEL?

Romans 1:8-15 = Spirit-filled Leadership

Thankful, True, Caring, Slave, All-In, Bold-Truth Tellers, 30+

Romans 1:16 = The Power of God

“Doo’-nam-is” = Greek for “power”  (John 8:32 &36)

“I am not ashamed of the Gospel...”
“the gospel... is the power of God for salvation”

Romans 1:17 = The Righteousness of God

“Salvation & condemnation exist together as the two



sides of God’s righteousness...” - Holman Bible Dic.

How does the gospel reveal God’s righteousness?

2 Corinthians 5:21 = God made him who had no sin to 
be sin for us, so that in him we might  
become the righteousness of God.

1 Pt 2:24 = He himself bore our sins in his body on 
the tree, so that we might die to sins and live  
for righteousness; by his wounds you have 
been healed.

Romans 1:18 = The Wrath of God

“God’s wrath... is His righteous-response... to 
man’s rejection... of God’s righteous-ness.” - JDP

Romans 3:23 = “For ALL have sinned and fall short of the 
     glory of God.”

God’s wrath comes because His Truth is being 
suppressed in the midst of unrighteousness. 

Romans 1:18-32 = Guilty! (REPUGNANT SINNERS)

 For even though they knew God, they did 
not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they 
became futile in their speculations, and their 
foolish heart was darkened.  (v.21)

Romans 2:1-16  =  Good Guys Go to Hell   (RESPECTABLE SINNERS)

Romans 6:23 both tell us... 

“ALL sin is a capital offense!”

God will judge your “walk,” regardless of your talk.

God will judge every “walk” without partiality.

God will judge your “walk” by your secret motives.



Jeremiah 17:10 - “I the LORD search the heart    and examine the 
mind, to reward each person according to their conduct, according  
to what their deeds deserve.”

1 John 2:6 - Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.

T/S: Today... we pick right up where we left off…  Romans 2:17-29

God’s Word is now addressing “holy hypocrites” & “religious rebels”…

2:17-29 expounds 2:13 = “not the hearers of the law are just before God, but
 the doers of the law shall be justified.”

In Paul’s day, the typical Jew had a false sense of eternal security... 
just like “spiritual” & “religious people” do today...

Romans 2:17-29 = In God We Trust       (RELIGIOUS SINNERS)

Romans 1:17a = Now you, if you call yourself a Jew…

False Security   in “Heritage”   (v.17a) –

John 8:42a & 44 = Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you  
would love Me, "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the  
desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does  
not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him.  Whenever he  
speaks a lie, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father  
of lies..

Romans 2:17b-20 = if you rely on the law and boast in God; 18 if you know 
his will and approve of what is superior because you are instructed by the  
law; 19 if you are convinced that you are a guide for the blind, a light for  
those who are in the dark, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of little  
children, because you have in the law the embodiment of knowledge and  
truth…

False Security   in “Knowledge”   (v.17b - 22)

a.  Knowing & boasting isn’t enough (vv.17b-18)

b.  Teaching truth that you do not believe isn’t enough (vv.19-20)

Knowledge brings responsibility... NOT redemption.



Wasted knowledge is the opposite of wisdom.

Wasted knowledge condemns...

God says: “You knew better... No excuses!”

The more wasted knowledge, the greater the condemnation...

Real-Deal Examples:
Matthew 5:14-16 = “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill  
cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  
In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your  
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

Romans 2:  21-22   =  you, then, who teach others, do you not teach yourself?  
You who preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You who say that  
people should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who 
abhor idols, do you rob temples

False Security   in “Heads & Hands” (vs. “Heart”)  

Psalm 50: 16-20 = But to the wicked God says,  "What right have 
you to tell of My statutes   And to take My covenant in your mouth? 
"For you hate discipline,  And you cast My words behind you.  
"When you see a thief, you are pleased with him,   And you 
associate with adulterers.  "You let your mouth loose in evil  And 
your tongue frames deceit.  "You sit and speak against your  
brother; You slander... 

*** VIDEO: “Bird Cage” = to understand Easter/Gospel… 
must see God’s sacrificial love in context…

of our selfish sin…

When you GET THE GOSPEL… YOU TRUST THE GOSPEL!

WHEN YOU DON’T… YOU WON’T… & DISOBEDIENCE REIGNS!

Romans 2:23 = You who boast in the law, do you dishonor God by breaking
     the law?



False Security   in “Disobedience”    

2 Timothy 3:2-5 = People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of  
money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents,  
ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without  
self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash,  
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— having a  
form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with  
such people.

Romans 2:24 =  As it is written: “God’s name is blasphemed among the  
Gentiles because of you.

False Security   in “Leading Others Away & Astray”  

1 Corinthians 5:9-11,13 = I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with  
immoral people— not at all meaning the people of this world who are  
immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would  
have to leave this world. But now I am writing to you that you must not 
associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is  
immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler.  
Do not even eat with such people. God will judge those outside. “Expel 
the wicked person from among you.”

Romans 2;25-29 = Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but if you  
break the law, you have become as though you had not been circumcised.  
26 So then, if those who are not circumcised keep the law’s requirements,  
will they not be regarded as though they were circumcised? 27 The one 
who is not circumcised physically and yet obeys the law will condemn you  
who, even though you have the written code and circumcision, are a  
lawbreaker.

New Living Translation:  Romans 2:28-29
For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish parents  
or because you have gone through the ceremony of circumcision. 29 No, a 
true Jew is one whose heart is right with God. And true circumcision is not  
merely obeying the letter of the law; rather, it is a change of heart produced  
by God’s Spirit. And a person with a changed heart seeks praise[c] from 
God, not from people.

False Security   in “Rituals & Religion”   

Circumcision is like a wedding ring... 
the love is measured IN the heart, not ON the finger



No ring can truly cover up a bad heart…

Philippians 3:2 = Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware
        of the false circumcision;

Religious rituals, & resumes  don’t necessarily represent relationship...

Examples:

Claimed faith is not always credible faith. (Satan as angel)

Church attendance does not make Christians.

Time in a garage doesn’t make you a car…

Going into a bank doesn’t make you rich…

Reading a cookbook doesn’t make you a Chef….

Wearing someone else’s Badge of Honor won’t make you a hero…

It’s not if you say you know Jesus… 
It’s whether or not Jesus says HE KNOWS YOU!

Deut. 30:6 = God’s promise to circumcise the hearts of His people...

T/S: Friends, there’s only one place to put your trust… Gospel of Jesus…

RESURRECTION SUNDAY... is all about the One True risen Lord... the One true, 
eternal-security & grace-giving Savior... the only crucified & resurrected Messiah... 
Jesus, the Christ! 

“It’s not about rituals & religion… but truly trusting in a faith-based,
grace-giving, paid-in-full relationship with Jesus… the 

resurrected King of Kings & Lord of lords!

“Religion ‘acts the part’ - Relationship lives the life!”

The only reason you can LIVE... is because... Jesus DIED!

Had He not risen… you & I could not rise!



*** VIDEO: “RISEN”

Today we CELEBRATE:

HOPE

FREEDOM

FORGIVENESS

VICTORY

LIFE

This Resurrection Sunday… 
we CELEBRATE & TRUST these Truths…

Revelation 1:18 = I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am 
alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.

1 Peter 1:3 =  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In  
his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

“O grave, where is your victory…”  “O death, where is your sting?”


