
“EVERY mother (and child) Needs the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit”
Romans 3:1-20 

(Mother’s Day 2011)

*** VIDEO *** “Welcome to our Church”

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY...  all kinds of mother’s represented here today...

BIRTH mothers

ADOPTIVE mothers

STEP mothers

GRAND mothers

T/S: Let ask you a question....  What do these and ALL other moms have in common?

Read the following:

John Killinger writes the following in his book entitled: Lost in Wonder, Love, and Praise

I believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God,
who was born of the promise to a virgin named Mary. 

I believe in the love Mary gave her Son, 
that caused her to follow Him in His ministry
and stand by His cross as He died.

I believe in the love of all mothers,
and its importance in the lives of the children they bear.

It is stronger than steel, softer than down,
and more resilient than a green sapling on the hillside.

It closes wounds, melts disappointments, 
and enables the weakest child to stand tall
and straight in the fields of adversity.

I believe tht this love, even at its best,
is only a shadow of the love of God,
a dark reflection of all that we can expect of Him,
both in this life and the next.

And I believe that one of the most beautiful sights
in the world is a mother who lets this greater love
flow through her to her child,
blessing the world with the tenderness of her touch
and the tears of her joy.

Answer to my original question:



EVERY mother needs the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit!

T/S: Paul proves this truth in 3 steps found in Romans 3:1-20...

First, RHETORICAL QUESTIONS (vv.1-4)

Next, OLD TESTAMENT QUOTATIONS (vv.5-18)

Last, PROVEN CONCLUSIONS (vv.19-20)

This morning we are going to walk thru & unpack this passage...

WITH THE ILLUSTRATIVE HELP OF SOME MOMS OF THE BIBLE!

Questions: vv.1-4

 1Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of 
circumcision? 2Great in every respect! First of all, they were 
entrusted with the oracles/Word of God.

A.  What is the value of knowing the   TRUTH  ?  

*** VIDEO ***  “A MOTHER’S LOVE”  (Nazi Concentration Camp)

*** “I can’t just sing louder!” ***

Value of being raised in the TRUTH/faith/Word...

John 8:32 & 36

Timothy’s mom Eunice...

Eunice’s mom Lois...

Timothy... the living proof!

 3What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the 
faithfulness of God, will it?  4 May it never be! Rather, let God be 
found true, though every man be found a liar, as it is written, 
"THAT YOU MAY BE JUSTIFIED IN YOUR WORDS, & PREVAIL WHEN 
YOU ARE JUDGED."



B.  Can untrustworthy creations   TRUST   the Creator?  

No matter who or what is around you... trust the Lord!

Jeremiah 17:7 = “Blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, 
       whose trust IS the LORD.”

Moses’ mom...  (Jochebed)

Samuel’s mom...  (Hannah)

Quotations: vv.5-18

 5But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, 
what shall we say? The God who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is 
He? (I am speaking in human terms.) 6May it never be! For 
otherwise, how will God judge the world?  7But if through my lie the 
truth of God abounded to His glory, why am I also still being judged as  
a sinner 8And why not say (as we are slanderously reported and as 
some claim that we say), "Let us do evil that good may come"? Their 
condemnation is just.

A.  Beware those who RATIONALIZE away their SIN.

Jacob’s mom...  (Rebekah)

B.  GOD’s condemnation & WRATH IS JUST for all rationalizing sinners.

Bathsheba’s consequences as a mom...
(Note: the baby went to heaven!)

 9What then? Are we better than they? Not at all! for we have 
already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin;

C.  Are there any SELF-RIGHTEOUS enough on their own?

“Pushy mom” of disciples James & John - sons of Zebedee 

D.  What makes you so sure SIN is a UNIVERSAL PROBLEM?



Eve... humanity’s mom!

Romans 3:23 (next week... to underscore the good news)

“there are none righteous, no, not one.”

John 3 (you must be born again.... go to v.36)

 10as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 
11THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS 
FOR GOD; 12ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE 
BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT 
EVEN ONE." 

E.  Paul now quotes God’s Word to validate this UNIVERSAL TRUTH

Qt: Psalm 14:1-3  (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:20)

Mary... earthly mom of Jesus

Even with her most blessed status among women...

She too was a sinner in need of a Savior

Waterford crystal ships in cardboard...

“The treasure chest is not the Treasure.”

    13"THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN GRAVE, WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY 
KEEP DECEIVING, "THE POISON...    IS UNDER THEIR LIPS"; 

    14"WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF CURSING AND BITTERNESS";

F. SIN SPEAKS!  Sin is seldom silent... for very long. 

The Devil’s most damaging work is often done with words! - JDP

Sinful hearts speak through sinful mouths.  - JDP

Sinful mouths tell the secret stories of sinful hearts.  - JDP

Your tongue tells the temperature of your heart.  - JDP



The tongue is the heart’s doorman.  - JDP

If you listen long enough... you’ll hear a man’s heart.  - JDP

Qt: Psalm 5:9

“What you are filled-with is what spills out when you are 
 bumped.”        - Ravi Zacharius

Qt: Psalm 140:3
*** both speak to “murderous mouths”

Qt:  Psalm 10:7

Blind man’s mom... (John 9)

Sometimes our mouths reveal our sinful, loveless hearts 
thru sad silence... other times our mouths speak up and
remove all doubt...

Elizabeth... JB’s mom... (a contrasting “good example”)

*** Carrying & Confirming!
 

    15"THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, 16DESTRUCTION AND 
MISERY ARE IN THEIR PATHS, 17AND THE PATH OF PEACE THEY 

HAVE NOT KNOWN." 

G.  SIN IS A VERB!   Unsaved sinners “scatter”  

Qt:  Isaiah 59:7-9

Sin-filled lives always leave love-less footprints behind...  - JDP

You can always tell when a fox has hit the hen-house,
or a wolf has hurt the herd.  - JDP

“Head-hunting” mom...  (Herodias)

Sinful truth can be more unbelievable than fiction!

18"THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES."



H.  SIN FALSELY INFLATES & FATALLY BLINDS!

Qt:  Psalm 36:1

Jezebel... arguably the meanest mother of them all.

...she really did threaten Elijah after God validated him by 
burning up the waterlogged Baal worshippers stuff... 
and then killed everyone involved.

Who does something like that?  Only those who have bought 
into the lie that they are bigger than God and are blinded to 

the righteous consequences that await them.

Their only hope is that God grant them the gifts of both 
FEAR & FAITH, which will lead to...

REPENTANCE & GRACE...

Think about this...

T/S:  A healthy Fear of God... waters the seed of faith in God... 

and where God germinates the seeds of faith...

God’s grace is bound to blossom!  

And where grace abounds, sin-guilt is gone!

Hence fearing God begets the GOSPEL!

Conclusions:  vv.19-20

 19Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who 
are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the 
world may become accountable to God; 20because by the works 
of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law 
comes the knowledge of sin.

Romans 3:19-20 serve to summarize the entirety of Romans 1:18-3:18...



Every human being is accountable to God.

ALL of HUMANITY stands guilty before God of sin... No excuses!

No amount of “law-keeping” (or good works) can save you.

We have the “Law” (Scriptures) for two reasons:

To show us our sins & explain that we need to be saved...

To point us to Jesus (our Savior) & explain the Gospel

Read:  Galatians 3:23-24

But before faith came, we were kept under 
guard by the law, kept for the faith which 
would afterward be revealed. 24 Therefore the 
law was our “school-master” to bring us to 
Christ, that we might be justified by faith.

The Law imprisons... Grace sets us free!

Who better to turn to on a Mother’s Day that is 
devoted to interpreting God’s Law... & 
committing to victory with Jesus... thru the 
surrendering of self and sin... to our Savior... 

THAN...
a TRULY Spirit-filled Mother of God’s children, 
that the Lord hand-picked to serve as His 
Judge, and one through whom He spoke, 
sang, and fought ? 

I encourage you to get to know Deborah... 
God’s “mother in Israel.”  (Judges 4-5)

DEBORAH vs SISERA’S MOM...

Judges 5:7 = Deborah is God’s chosen “Spirit-filled mom”

Villagers in Israel would not fight; 
   they held back until I, Deborah, arose, 
   until I arose, a mother in Israel.



LEADER

POET

SPEAKS FOR GOD

INSPIRES OTHERS

COURAGEOUS WARRIOR

CHAMPION FOR CHRIST!

TRUE CHILD OF GOD!

Judges 5:28-31 = Sisera’s mom’s apparent “everything”

“Through the window peered Sisera’s mother; 
   behind the lattice she cried out, 

‘Why is his chariot so long in coming? 
   Why is the clatter of his chariots delayed?’ 

29 The wisest of her ladies answer her; 
   indeed, she keeps saying to herself, 

30 ‘Are they not finding and dividing the 
spoils: a woman or two for each man, 
colorful garments as plunder for Sisera, 

   colorful garments embroidered, 
highly embroidered garments for my 
neck— all this as plunder?’

31 “So may all your enemies perish, LORD! 
But may all who love you be like the sun

   when it rises in its strength.”

Then the land had peace forty years.

When you see Sisera’s mom thru truth in love…

This world is washing away... THEN WHAT?!?!

DECEIVED & DEVOTED TO THE DEVIL!

Righteous wrath is coming... 

Short & long term!



CLOSING:
ALL are eternally lost in their sin and are in need of the saving, sacrificial, 

and atoning work of Jesus, the Christ, on the cross!

Whether you consider yourself Rebellious, Respectable, or Religious...
WE ARE ALL SINNERS IN NEED OF A SAVIOR... Period!

Thank God for the gospel truth... the good news of Jesus, the Christ!!!

JESUS ALONE TURNS  “BAD NEWS” INTO GOOD NEWS!

*** VIDEO ***  “NOT GUILTY ANYMORE” (from last week)

PRAY...
“It’s ALL good, cause it’s ALL God”

“Lore we need you now”

“Lord don’t leave me”


